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April 28, 1963 

To: Senators Thomas H. Kuchel and Clair Engle 
and 
Entire California Dele~ation to Congress 

From: Southern California Chapter, The Nature Conservancy 

Regarding: PROPOSED NATIONAL WILDFLOIVER SANCTUARY 

Gentlemen: 

The Southern California Chapter of THE NATURS CONSERVANCY 
heartily endorses the proposal of the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors that a National Wildflower Sanctuary 
in the Antelope Valley of Los Angeles County be established 
under the National Park Service; con~ratulates Congressman 
Burkhalter of the district for his intention of introducing 
enabling legislation; respectfully requests each and all of 
you to ACTIVELY SUPPORT TH8 M8ASURE; and offers its whole-

w •• ren11te91"ao1 O/flce hearted assistance• 
Director: I>ew GHANE lCnLcY 
1711-A Gl'O'I ~ Sire.I 
Berkeley t. t '.:Alllomi• 

John Muir qu i ckened the pulse of the nation with his des­
cription of California's grea t blankets of wildflowers and 
inspired the movement to preserve for the future some of 
our great heritage of nature. John Stephen .\le Groarty, late 
Poet Lauriate of California, extoll ~d the Golden State's 
vast fields of ~olden poppies amon~ our most cherished and 
distinctive natural beauties. And our beloved "Grand Old 1'.lan" 
of CaliforniR wild flowers and native plants, Theodore Payne, 
awakened us t o our Paradise (almost) Lost with his, URG~NT 
NEED OF WILD FLO·,VE:R PRESERVE':). Copy enclosed. 

The area prop osed for a NATIONAL IHLDFLOWBR SANCTUARY by the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors is among the few 
remaining great poppy fields. It is worthy of preservation 
under the National Park Service as a LIVING MUSEUM of 
primeval California. It is strategically located for maximum 
number of people to be able to enjoy - yet not destroy. But 
it is vulnerable and the hour is late. 

Therefore, we urge you to. g ive leadership and active support 
to this great NATIONAL WILDFLO\V8R SANCTUARY measure, and we 
pledge our own. 

Sincerely, 

Secretary 
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(SGD) HILLORY A. TOLSON 


