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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

1401033 0140 (141. !~) 

REGIONAL DIREC'.IDR, REGION FOUR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, 

180 NEW MONTOOMERY STREET, S.AN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.. 

ON ADVICE FROM CONGRESSMAN .CLEM MILLER'S OFFICE 

WE EXP~T A vrsrr FROM ASSISTANT CI TY MANAGER BATHilURST OF 

SAliJTA ROSA NEXT 'J.UESDA.Y MORNING REGARDING POOSIBLE NPS 

ASSUMPTION OF ALMINISTRATION REX:ONSTRUCTED LUTHER BURBANK 

EXPERIMENTAL GARDEN. CAN YOU FURNISH ANY BACKGROUND 

INFORMATION? THOMPSON, RECREATION RESOURCE PLANNING 

Copy to :.... Cl aims-Payroll 
NPS Pl anning r 

J1IC-adsbt :ts Ext . 5039 
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CONCERNING GAD SBY I NQ UIRY ON LUTHER BURBANK EXPERIMENTAL GARDENS AT 
....... _ " 

SANTA ROSA, THEY ARE LOCATED IN AND OPERATED BY THE CITY AS A PARK. 

LUTHER BURBANK I S BUR I ED THERE. SITE OF ABOUT 2 ACRES I NC LUDES THE BUR ­

B.C\NK HOME OCCUP I ED AT LEAST UNT IL RECENTLY BY THE WIDOW. AREA IS OPEN 
' . . 

TO THE PUBLIC AND I S I DENTIFI ED BY A STATE HISTORICAL MARKER. THE CITY 

AND THE LOCAL JUNIOR COLLEGE COOPERATE I N BOTANICAL WORK CARRYING FORW­

ARD BURBANK ' S EXPER IMENTS I N HYBRID IZATI ON. ADJOI NING ACROSS STREET I S 

JULLI ARD CITY PARK ABOUT ONE BLOCK I N EXTENT WHICH ENHANCES. THE BURBANK 

GARDENS. OUR I NFORM ANT MR BOB MOIR OF STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFF I CE 

IN SANTA ROSA I S NOT AWARE OF ANY ORGANIZED EFFORT TOWARD NAT I ONAL MON ­

UMENT STATUS . 

MAI ER ACTING REGION DIR / \ 

2 

AC 1425 U . - .. 
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~his is to record a conversation of this date among 
Mr. Bathhurst, Assistant City Manager, Santa Rosa, California, and 
Herbert E. Kahler, J. Gadsby, and Roy E. A,ppleman of the National 
Park Servj_ce concerning recognition of the Burba...'Ylk Home and Gardens. 
This conversation took place in Mr. Kahler's office. 

Mr . Bathhurst outlined the present status of the BurbaJ."l..k 
project as follows : The city of Santa Rosa has expended about $150,000 
in developing a memorial type area at the Burbank Gardens. There are 
approximately three acres in this tract of land. Immediately ad­
joining it i s another tract of something less than two acres on which 
the old Burbank Home stands. Mrs. Burbank stil l lives there, although 
she is now a very old lady . The city has title to the f irst tract 
and will receive title to the second tract including the Home on 
Mrs . Burbank's death . At that time the two areas will be joined and 
administered as one. The city pays the truces, throug..~ Mrs . Burbank, 
on t his second t r act . 

The c.i ty has been maki ng efforts for some time, by working 
through Mrs . Burbank, to obtain an inventory and identification of 
t he pieces of furniture, bric-a-brac, and other items in the Burbank 
Home. Most of this apparently dates from the period of lflr. Burbank ' s 
lifetime. Progress with an inventory has not been spectacular because 
Mrs . Burbank is rather difficult to work with and she cannot be pressed 
on t he matter . The c.i ty a l so is attempting to obtain from Mrs. Burbank 
as much information as possible concerning Luther Burbank, as she 
r emembers hi m. The c.i ty realizes that this is an important and press­
i ng problem because of Mrs . Burbank ' s advanced age and frailt y and the 
fact that she may pass away at any time. 

Mr . Burbank, himself, is buried under a cedar of lebanon 
t ree which is l ocated in the memorial area . 

According to Mr . Bathhurst about 150,000 people visit the 
pl ace annual l y . There i s no fee. Across the street f rom the Burbank 
Rome and Gardens i s the Julliard Park, about one block in extent . 
This enhances the environment of the Burbank Gardens. A local Junior 
College has been attempting to carry on botanical work along the lines 
of Burbank ' s experiments in plant hybridization . 

Mr . Bathhurst in his conversation clearly demonstrat ed 
that t be city of Santa Rosa i s very proud of what it has done in 
developing and pr omoting a Luther Burbank Memorial. The Luthi;)~~ 
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Burba.nk memorial will be dedicated in March 1960, according to 
present plans. Mr. Bathhurst i ndicated an effort is being_ made t o 
secure the United Nations and Department of Agriculture participation 
in, and support for, the dedication. His interest in speaking to 
representatives of the National Park Service was to enlist support 
for Federal recognition of the memorialj this does not mean status 
as a na tional historic si t e nor Federal f inancial assistance a.nd 
maintenance and administration. He simply is seeking to have the 
proper Federal agency give suitable recognition to the Burbank Home 
and Gardens as a place of national significance. 

Mr. Kahler outlined the work of the National Survey of 
Historic Sites and Buildings . He indicated the study of the Burbank 
Home and Gardens would be included in the theme study on the Ar.ts 
and Sciences which is scheduled for the 1962 fiscal year. He in­
dicated that in that study an effort would be made to evaluate the 
i mportance of the Burbank Home and Gardens. In this manner the site 
would receive Federal evaluation and recognition and if it fell 
within the group meriting National Landmark status it might receive 
a Federal marker of some ki nd. Mr . Kahler indicated that decisions 
concerning National Landmark status are still pending, and that such 
a category has _ not yet been officially approved. 

Mr. Bathhurst was entirely satisfied with the prospects 
that the Burbank Home and Garden might receive some recognition in 
the course of the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buil dings . 

Mr. Bathhurst mentioned enthusiastically a Mr . Peron who 
is t he gardener employed by the city t o take care of the Burbank 
Garden. Mr. Peron speaks f our or five different languages and has 
taken a great interest in the life ana. work of Mr. Burbank . He is 
on good terms wit h Mrs . Burbank, and it appear s that he knows more 
about Burbank's work than anyone else in Santa Rosa. This, apparently, 
is due primarily to his close relatio~.nth Mrs . Burbank and his. 

own interest in botany and gardenin()~j-- ~&,t#dl{__ 

SQ Historian 

.. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERV ICE 

Mar ch 2 , 1960 

Memorandum (AIR MAIL) 

To : Director 

From: Assistant Regiona l Dir ector, Region Four 

Subject : Proposed Presidential Message Regarding 
Luther Burbank Memorial Gardens 

IN R EPLY R EF ER T O · 

L58 -----{ .. . MA~60 
, / / 1 

/ 

Upon receiving Mr . Cullinane's teletype (L58-IB~) of March 1, 
on subject message, we telephoned Mr . Kent Bathurst, Assistant 
City Manager, Santa Rosa . Mr . Bathurst confer red in Washington 
with Messrs . Kahl er and Appleman regarding the possibility of 
t he National Park Servi ce designating the Luther Burbank Gardens 
a.s an historic s i te, or in some way conferring nationa l status 
upon i t . 

Mr . Bathurst told us that the dedication- -originally set for some 
time in Ma.rch--has been post poned on account of weather and f or 
other reasons . It is now set definitely for Ma;i 13 , in toe middle 
of a whole week of celebrations May 9 to 15 in the tmm of Santa 
Rosa, honoring Luther Burbank . 

We will be happy to work up a draft of a Presidential message in 
a few days ; we gather that, with t he dedicat i on date postponed 
until May 13, there is no immediate rush. 

Assistant Regional Director 
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In Nsporuse to· your t'equetJt 0f Feb1'tat'1 231 a $Uggested 
J?Ns1der..~1al message · t~r the dec!l1ca.t1on of the LU'the.·r 
Burbank home and gardens on May. l,3 1u attached. we regret 
the del.eey- irt f~arrd111g the di"'aft t btlt tho Na.t1t>nal Park 
set'Vice--which hmuiled the ata1gnment--fo-and it r.u~cesaary 
to o~ta1n ilif'onna~~oa tram the1~ regional. ort1ce in 
Cal il'\)mia. 

The National Pai-k Sel'Vice has noted that the .t.uther BW."bank 
Hotne and Gardens 18 not now and p.rc)babl.,, neve~ Wi.11 be a 
"Nati.onal ?t1onument" ~ tenu of tonri.al · t-a()Ogtli tion by the 
Sarvice. The City ot santa !le>a& hW!!I bieen given (by the 
Burbanks) the three-ao:re· travt ealled the Burbank Qardena 
aa"l<l the city has 1.nV'es:~ $150~000 1n its rehabilitation. 
Upon the death of Mrs. Btitrbank the hot.£e aluo goes to the 
city ror the completion ot: a. oommunt:t1-oimed. Buri>anlt memor-ial. .. 
~tr. Burbank is bu:ned undel' a Cedar ot Lebanon t1'"ee on the 
~unds . 

AG par-t o~ the wat1onal ~e1 ot natonc Sites and Build­
ings., the National .Park sew1ee·ant1¢!pa.tes t hat a study or 
the LUtOOr Burbatd< h~ an4 gardena w1ll be iuade 1n 1962 
as part o'E a. theme on the A.Ks and ~SCitance.a . In tb1$ manner 
the site W()uld receive JledQal eva.tuatlon anS reoogn1tion~ 
and, i t it tell WS.t!l1n t1'& S1'0t.lP me:.iting l'lational Landmark 
stat\1$1 .tt mi~t receive a ~ marker of' some kind . 

T~ ~ark Sel?\11.ae believes a ~sidential Mees~ to Mayor 
Jaek Elyt!n"sen and the City ~ Sante Re>sa is 'a.dv1aa.ble, 1na.~ch 
as Burbank was weh a p~t ci.tue11 .of c~Uo1ma and tha 
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c1t~ pl l8 a f'ull \Veeh or ~1-ebmtj,on -from J;Juy 9 to 15--with 
t he ded:J.cat 1on of the gar&ms on l~ 13. 

•• 
By Messenger 
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