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·Desert Figures Mystify 
msc'ov:tmED BY FLYER NEAR BLYTHE, CALIF. • 

0 
NE of t he three strange figu res found on the desert n ear Blylhe, Calif., 

· as it appears in a photograph taken by the Army Air Ser vice, enlisted 
by scientists to help solve the mystery of the great human shapes. They 
might have escaped discovery years longer but for George Palmer, flying 
business man, who came upon them as he sear ched for an emergency 

landing place en route from Hoover Dam. The figures were made by scraping 
away t he thick ground covering of brown pebbles to the alkall soil beneath. The 
human figure above, supposedly that of a giant, or god, ls 95 feet long and 
appears to h ave stepped out of a large dance ring. Near it 1s the figure of a 
four-legged animal with a long tail. -A. P . Photo. 
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OBJECTS 

r. 'To rcxuc fro m dcstrucc:ion rcprcscnta .. 
tJve nrc:as of our primeval forcsu. 

:2. 'To co-operate with the C31iforn ia State 
Park Commission, and oth er nRencies, in 
establishing Redwood par ks ::and other 
park• and reservations. 

J . 'T'o purchase Redwood groves by prl· 
vacc subscription. 

4 . 'To cer<>~rare with the C a lifornia Stnte 
Highway C ommission, :i nd other ngcn .. 
des , in ISSurlng the preservation of the 
trees and of the r oadalde beauty nlong 
h ighways In California. 

S· CJ"osuppon reforestation nnd conscrva .. 
tlon of our forctt areas. 

·~/,·J, , 

Save-the~Redwoods League 
219 CALIFORNIA HALL :: UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA .. BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

OPPICI! OP THE SECRETARY• 114 SANSOME STREET, SAN FR ANCISCO •TELEPHONE DOUGLAS 2353 

Major Roger W. Toll, 
c/ o Ha ti on.al Park Se rv ice, 
Underwood Building, 
San Francisco, California. 

~ dear Major Toll: 

January 19, 1933. 

I am very sorry indeed that I did not see your 
letter of January 9th until I returneQ to San Francisco on 
~esda_y-, January 17th. A copy of your letter with the en
closure was mailed me at the Cuyamaca Rancho, San Diego, 
where I was examining some property for the State Park Com
mission, but it missed me there. I, myself, was at the 
U. s. Grant Hotel, San Diego on the night of Saturday, 
January 14th, and am afraid that we must have passed each 
other enroute. I should have been very glad to have the 
opportunity of visiting some of the projects you were exam
ining, particularly the Giant Pictographs near Blythe. I 
hope that you have found out all about the ownership of the 
landsinvolved, which I imagine are unappropriated government 
land. The palm cazzy-on in San Diego County, I i magine is the 
Borego Palm Canyon, which we are acquiring in a State Park, 
or one of the small groups of palms in the Vallecitos region. 
I have seen some of the other areas you speak of, but feel 
that it would be most advantageous for us to discuss them 
when you return from the trip to the Channel Islands. 

I received a letter f rom Captain Rhodes while I 
was down south, and since it was not possible for me to make 
the trip, arranged for Mr. W. A. s. Foster, Assistant Chief 
of the Division of Parks, to accompany you. Mr. Foster was 
eager to mak~ this examination, and I was g lad to have him 
have the opportunity to do it. I know that you will enjoy 
meeting him, and I hope that you have a most pleasant and 
profitable trip. 

Let me repeat that before you leave Cal ifoinia 
I hope that I can have a chance to talk with you about the 
various matters you have gone over. I am to be in Monterey 
County next week, but believe t hat the fo llowing week I 
shall be in San Francisco. 

1Vi th best rega rds, I am 



Dr. M. R. Harrington, 
Curator, Southwest ~"useum, 

Los Angeles, California. 

Dear Dr. Harrington: 

515 Custom House , 
Denver, Colorado, 
March 22 , ~933. 

In January I had an opportunity of seeing the rock maze or India n 
\ mrur;e south of Needles, California, close to the western end of the bri dge 

over the Colorado River. 

This ar ea had been suggest ed as a pos s ible nat ional monument, but i t 
seemed to me more suitabl e for a state r eservation than a national one . 

Touring Topics for December, 1932 , carried an article by Mr . n. W. 
Dennis of Los Angeles, wh ich quoted the ·transactions of the American so
ciety of Ci vil Engineer s t o the eff ect that, in the construction of the 
concrete for the bridge pi er s , the volcanic rock with which the nearby 
mes as are strewn was · colle cted by raking into windrows and then hauling 
them away. The article states that Indian l abor wns used i n gat hering 
this rock. From what I could s ee of the rock maze , I di d not bel i eve th at 
it ~as made by a const!'Uction crew. It certainly was done by hand work and 
not by machine work. It seems quite possible that the r ailroad construction 
crew utilize d some of the rock that had pr eviously been gathered into wind
r ows , but I am inclined to think tha t most of the work antedates the con
struction of the r a ilroad bridge. At one point I noticed a desi gn t hat cer
tainly looked like Indi an work. 

In ca.se you have visited t h i s ar ea , I would appreciate it i f you wo uld 
l et me know what your conclusion is regar ding its origin and purpose and 
whether or not there is any similar viork elsewher e in the United St a t es . 

In February I visited the GiantPictogr aphs on the weat bank of the 
Colorado River near Blythe, California. . Th"es e ar e certainly very interest
ing a.nd should be given all possible protection, but ther e again it seemed 
to me that it was r ather a matt er fo~ the state than for the Feder al Gover n
ment to assume . These pictographs need the pro~ction of a custodian in 
order to pr event damage by mo torists. 

If you can refer me to any published accounts or either of t hese t wo 
areas (aside from the accounts publ ished i n Touring Topics ) , I would gr eat
ly appreciate it. 

Sincerely yours , 

RWT/MP'S Roger VI . Toll 

\.1°:fo 
wt~ 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Ill a.tom irouee. 
DeaY•t aoleaf.o, 
.Aprll m.. 1111. 

DearUr. ~-

oa >-~ 1, 1918• I 'l'Saitea tile propoaea Gtant Plo~a 
National ..._.., callromta • 

.... .. ,,..,.., :~.._, ........ tnmm. t.l.aDea. two ant.
ala aa· ta· ~·~--·:loeate4. lD --.. .. ,...._ leoalttlea aem 
.. ~· ~ ........... / ...... n$ .............. .....,. mu.ea non__. flom .,... ~· n.e:r we ~ ., ftkSDg • ·••""8 aww·the·llUIUe .lGJW °" tellbl~, 1ddoJI ._,. beGB 1t1tsl01bmea 
._ loq 8Q08UN to tile· !tot 4eawt na. am 1edlq aQOSe4 a ltghtar 
oololra4 ier- •f matew-lal, fttli1le4 1:17 tu l'ilp of ld.aotr »ebblea 
\bat llava lteea 80ft'84 -., r.roa t1le ltoclJ' ot •Jae ttsves. 

fteae ptotopap!ta haw peat uobaeologloal 9G1u and, "1th "1le 
ezoepttea et ou 8'.lndtlo ftaue npntet tna tile Ula Vallef'1 Aft• 
.... a.,. an beU&YGI H h tile oni:, plo~ ot We tne 1n 
tlt.e aa&tea Ste.Ma. DI". Aftlmr \'lo84Wu\\1 cante ot BbtoJ.71 toe 
Aqelu lllaeum. Hren to tha aa *plo1mldf '1le met aaiCllle anlee of' 
anhaeologteal 1"9Uldna ~llan ta '1te tlldte4 states." 

It ...., 'bilhlJ' dealnble t!aat tlleae plotog1apba abou14 h PJ.'0-
t..W ancl Pft••"4 hos laJ\117 bJ' vlaltore. U' not pmteaW, tle7 
~ aaa1l1' be taage4 bf' "°11ghtlees JGl'80U 8D4 mo1l ot tlleh Yalue 
wo1114 lte loe\. 

As uo!aaeol881oal apeoimau tia&J' have peat va1wa. ft8J' are not 
a11ft1o1eatb' apeo'8.ealar '° be of outnaaa.as llltanat w 'Ms• &'IVa88 
..tatter, aD4 1 t la tlluehra toulJVal tt tll9" aaa '8 eald to have 
geuzial u.tt.oaal illtveat. It ena'.bl.laW aa a adtoaal D'Dll'llm8l1t • '' 
WCMJ.4 lHt tmpenttve 1o glve them adequate proteotla. \l.J' Pl'ftltllng a 
1'881·4ed G\ldodlaa. rt tbat are u' do:ae, "1le plotogaplaa mtgb~ aocm 
'8 so ,,,..... a.i thetr ft1D8 aa a nattoaal ._, •1114 oeaae to 
ezlst. 

I\ 1• beUewi tll8' tlleae plotopaplta abtMl.4 beoom tlle PNP8"Y 
ot the state ot oa11tonta N'1ler thml to be ma4e a naUoaal mtaa•¥at, 
nt it ta ~4 that. it tile state nabea to a~'aln aa. Pl'Otee"\ 
tllemt that "1ae h4aral Oovenmnt sU814 e:dell4 all JDHlbl.e a14 to 
tile projfft. 

Yov rt.le • the 01am Plotopapbe to retlmle4 Ileen th. 

v..,, Val)' JOUnt 

Roser w. Toll 



~xecutibt @rber 

WITHDRAWAL OF PUBLIC LANDS FOR CLASSIFICATION 

CALIFORNIA 

Under a.ut.hority of the act of Congress approved ,June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 847-848), 

as amended by the act of August 24, 1912 (37 Stat. 497), it is hereby ordered thn.t the 

surveyed and unsurveyed public lands within the following-described t.ownship, in 

the State of California, be, and the same n.re hereby, t.empora.rily withdrawn for 

classifieation and pending determination ns to t.he advisabilit.y of including such lands 

in a national monument, subject to the conditions of tho aforesaid acts and to valid 

existing claims and also subject to the withdrawal dated October 16, 1931, by the 

Secretary of the Interior under the net of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388-390), in connec

tion with the Colorado River Storage Project: 

SAN BERNARDINO MERIDIAN 

T. 4 S., R. 23 E. 

This order shall con tinuc in full force and effect unless and until revoked by tho 

President or by act of Congress. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 

THE WHITE HousE, 

July 25, 1933. 

[No. 6212] 

II.$. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19'5 
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22 
To11n1Nc T o l'tc s 

/,,·fl· J, i11 111/ three piclographs rliscoZJ· 
n r.J. 1hc1r 011· 11 111t1111 t1 :ma/cc aml a horse 
dt•pirtril. T/11• 1111111 111ea.sure.s some 180 
frr1. "/'h1• ... r cu1iou.~ symbols are found 
olrmt; th<" Cnluw du Ri"11cr t i!JOllL 1hir1y 
111iln north 11/ lllvtl1c. The photograph ums 
,,,/,,•11 /mm ,,,, rlrf'fltio11 <>/ obour 1500 Jec:I 

llr/~111-- 1'/1,. total ulncncc of nulomnbifr 
''''rla i11 1/11., /llrnto rndicatc 1/wt tins hu,:1· 
pirtop1n11/i <1/ " """' ,,,,_.. 1101 yet ltu 11 

... """ um/ r.•ro1wi:~d /mm the grnmul 

W!to Drezu These G£cz11is 
ALONG THE COLORADO? Thi• lancl111ark was not di.covered by 

"hill! 11ll'll 11111il ll1e Mission F'a1hers bcgon 
lo cleviatr frn111 1hc beaten path connect· 
int; 111, .. 1·ltni 11 or m is~ions in Ca liforniu. 
Tiu: l11cli1nio knew of its existence and took 
11clva11tnge of the 111edicinal propel'lies of 
1hc hnt mi1wra l walers al its poinl, hnn· 

MAMMOT H F I C:LIRES or MEN AND B EASTS 

REC ENTLY DISCOVERED O N DESF.RT 

PLA IN PERPLEX SC JE 1T I STS 

B)' 1-I. H . Arnold 

AST.1n:MF.NT ha> lw,•n 1nad1• dial du· nrdtilccl <> f tlw Col isrum 
<tl Hume, wns 1111know11 1111til nn airplnnr~ flew over ii. Prior 

• lo thnr Oight 1h1111s11ncls of people had seen 1111' dilTi:rrnt col
ored >i oncs arrungecl :ippnrcnliy without rhy11ie or rrnsnn. The 
obscl'vcr~ were loo cJo~c lo get llw si;.;11ificancc of whnl 11tey were 
looki11i? nl. The color~ harl n<> 11wn 11 ini;. lo lhcm for lhey couldn't 
sec 1hc whole piclnrc. T hen c·nmc an nirp lanc n11cl l ro111 his loh y 
perch, lht! aviator !'nW 1he 1~11 1irc f1,1or t•f lhc Co liseum 1.11 n g lance. 
Then it wns 1h111 1he v:i1 iccl colored slon<'s took form, maclc le11ers 
nit(] spelled 1hc: name <•f the 111 11n who pla11nrrl anti hniil 1hc slrtH'· 
lure. 

As in Rome, "" in the: United Sla tes. For n1111<y yc·nrs, pioneers, 
prospector,, early sclllers and common orrlinnry 1rn1•!'lcrs have 
seen 1hings in our So111hwcs1 withoul realizing 1h111 they were look · 
ing nt figures crentccl lo11g before Columbus rliscovcrecl Americn. 
They snw perhnps a 11anCJw strip of while stone cropping out of 
1he brown clescrl land or a patch of vcgc1a1io11 di fTeren r in color 
from 1hat which sn rniunclcd ii and, hrcausc: their view was limited, 
1hey did not know that ii wns 1hc leg or arm of so111,, i; ignnlic 
figure created by Indians l111nrlrcds of years ngo. 

Thousands of visitors lo California have seen 1he l'nonuous 
arrowhead on 1hc monn111in> 10 1hc north of San Dcrnnrdino. Then 
loo 1here :11·" jtt>l :is many people, in all proh11hi li1y, who have 
nol >fCll ii even 1ho11p.h ii wns in plnin sigh1, nncl yet 1h is 111nrk is 
so di~ti11ct nnd cunlrnsl:-. so vividly with the Slll'rOt111di11g terrain that 
it is visible for miles. Avialors huve seen ii from 1hcir p l1111cs when 
twe11ty·fivc miles nwny. 

dreds ,,f ycnrs hdore. 
Nol fnr from Warner Hot Springs nenr 

1lw s111all srlllerneut of Agnanga, there arc 
:--omc gigunl ir. figures on the sides of n 
111011111uin . From certain directions these 
lignrcs serm lo lie merely pnrl of lhc 

molllccl colo1t'<I hill,. idc. ,\cro1 din;;ly it is not surprising that they 
were not identified as 1hc fig ures of a 111un, child and an animal 
uutil n compnrnti vrly few ycnrs ngo. Apparently these figures 
were muclc hy ck111 in!; nway 1hc vei;rlnli un and lop soil. Toclay 
they stan<l 0 111 quit.- cll'arly. 

It wn~ hut a fr\\1 week:"- ago thur whilt~ a11 airplane wns fly ing <low11 
1hc Colorndo !liver, one of the av ia101;, saw a gig11111ic figure stand· 
ing 0111 on 1he mesa whkh horclers 1he rivrr. Fnrtun n1ely he had 
a camera along aud maclr a pirt111 c. These figures have bec11 1here 
for hundreds of years, 1housa11cls of hnnlcrs, trappers, prospeclors 
have probably walked righl ovc1 1hc111; 1he IO\\n of Bly1he is 11111 
1hirty milrs ,1way and )"'I lhrir r~iHcnce was nol even s11spcc1cd 
1111 1il 1hr ni111111n huppenl'd :dong. 

Following 1heir clisco•·ery, 1111 airplane expedition nnd a lnitCI 
party were sent 0111. lo 111nkc f11 rthcr cxp lnrn tions. The figures of 
l11rcc men, two go:us, drcr or donkeys, 1wo snnkcs, sornc marking::. 
of unknown pttrporl and a large design which might well hnvc been 
made hy a gii;anlic rnke were locu1cd. As these figures arc very 
large. 1hose of lhc men lwing nhout 180 feel high, it seems incredi· 
hie 1h111 1hey conld hav1· hren there f .. ,. so mnny long yenrs withoul 
some one briu~ awarr of 1hcir cxh.1t·11cc. 

One of 1h1• ~1Ce<>1npa11i ing phnlot:111phs shows one of the small 
fi gures wi th a circl•' around 1hc upper )'Hl't of his body. Nole lhc 
elbow and l..1wc joints. J\ shorl ilislnncr from 1he man is a11 nnirnnl. 
Were it no1 for i1s loni; tail. i1 111i:;l11 w<:l l be n deer. n clow 1hc 
animal is u coiled snake. Noli: tlw mllCJmobile trncks,,•.•intL'?. /If' 
investign1ing nrcheo logis ls and by visitors from osphcrc of lite 
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These.: visitors h11rri1·:d ou l u~ sc.11111 n~ 11wy hcnrcl of the cHsc:ovc1 )'· 
The figu res. ii rl1~ve lo}'ed. Wl'ff' 11 1ndl' hy scrupi11g awn~· 1hc :5oil. 
Thus n \\'hit.: s1011c wa~ 1111clw1•1 t .. tf which lws a!-Sllmrrl a ~laz.ecl 
~11rfacr.. as H resu1L of y1·nrs of expos111T lo ra i11, wind and sun . The 
small ~pot~ near tht; figures !'how whf'rc ~C1U \'e11ir hu11ters have tor11 

up small mou11rls nnd havt' !11;1·11 rewarrlrcl J.y fi11cli 11i; pieces of 
pultcry nucl bends. Whal i> ihe >ignilic:1111ci' 1>f 1his i:roup? Why 
wus 1he ci rcle mndc 1111rl why circumscribed around the uppc1· part 
,,f the 1111u1 's borly? 

One of the photographs "'"' taken frum nu nlti1ude of 1500 feet 
:111rl ycl 1he mnn sti ll shows np as nn e nOJ'mous fig ure in t.hc p icture. 
The ever preseut snnkc is 11oted lyiug just nbove and in the rear 
of the nnimnl. Al l of llH!<" figures urc locnlcrl wi1hin nn area of 
three ~quarc rn ilrs. . 

While these pictographs u11rlm1htedly hnl't: or hud n 111eaui11g lo 
1he l ndinns. they nrr. :1s yt:I q11 i1 1· mcaninµ;less to us. Nlorc incom· 
prehc118iblt: evP-n 1hu11 1he fit-?.urc:-, of s11:lkc, animal and nrnn,_ nre 
1hc long eross mn rks lncal.:<l sn111e diswncc to t he north. Were 
they creatccl to har Pvil spirils from tlw dwel lings of the Inclinns? 
n o lhcy simply !'how snnh.1·~ i11 motion or have:: they some vthcl' 
1ncnni11µ;'! Eq11ully a~ p1!rp lcx i11~ is 1hc so·cn lled l nclian ninze which 
wns ph(l1ograpl11·d St. .. vrn1I rnili:i-- northward n lo11g: the river. lt 
looks ns though some giant had worked 011 lhc ground wi lh au 
enormous rnke. The fu rrows 111ny hnvc hccn mnde in con11cctio11 
with a11 irr igation or agr ir.n lturn l project fllthnugh they do 1101 
conform with our theor ies on th is. It is intcresl ing and amusing 

to spcculnic upon ihese and other 
prehisloric piclog raphs and pet· 
roglyphs which arc found in 
a ln111da ncc th roughout ihc Sonth· 
wc~l. S1ill. sdcnlists agree that 
Ilic n11 ly l1opc o( arr i vin~ nt u 
lugit·;i\l y aC'CllrHlt: (~xpln11ation of 
!heir purpose and nwani11~ lieE 
i11 t edinu~I)' col l1•ct ing- dat11 
;1bo11t tlH'm ns 1hey ore di~cov· 
creel. Ry su l1jr:ct iv1· rcasoninµ, 
perhaps rrnturics hence, nrchr
ologi,ls may then have sufli. 
c icnt nwlerinl 10 wnrrnnt induc:· 
tion of an explanation . T odny 
modern scientists Me collecti ng 
and correlating such rlala. 

II bovc•-This map slwws the fo. 
cClliou of the grnni picl o&rrtplis 
t1ml t!tc 1111tomobilr route.~ by 
which th ey crm mo.,t mlvfluta· 

geo1uly lw npwonc!tcd 

Uighl--1'/ic best o/ thi: picto· 
gmph.s hllvt: alrcmly b('('n visited 
/rcque11tl)' si11cc tlie lliJco11t!ry a 
:oilivrt time: "~''· 11s <1llr.stcil by 
1/w 1mlo1110/iilc trncks. Th e r.ir· 
,·/c nro1rnd the upper porriou of 
rli c mall's body ctHLHS 111111:/J 

coiijccture omo11g scielllisls 

WHERE DID T HESE WORD. 

Come From? Do You Know, 

CAN YOU .G UESS!) 

T IJ E Su11thwcs/.cmer, from the Rio Grande to/./ 
freely uses the bulk of the follow£11g ruorrls . 

them almost dai/.y. Some of tlwm, indeed, 11re it 
usage 11111011g English-speaking peo pie evet)' ruhcn 
to be fo1111d £11. English dic1. io11aries. They had c 
origi11 , from. one prforitive people. Do you. 1'1L( 

yon ~ucss where 1hesc names cauie from.? 

~11-:T,\TE Clll l.I' TAM I 

T OMATO CllOCUl.ATE TEMESCAL 

OJIH L\IOY.~ 

Mf:SQUITE 

TUl.E AVOC/o 

COYOTE 

These mords, with a narc a.s to their dcriva1 
origim1l ,.;pr.lU11g, a11d their mea.nr:ng, will be Joun 
41 of tlti-< i,<.'1/C. 

A c;urcful s tudy of their exposed surfaces indic 
lndi;rn 111Arkings along the Colorado River lrnvc bee 
fo r hunrl r<:ds of years. The g lnzed surfaces of the wh 
have res11lrcd frolll nn extremely long period of c> 
dcmcnt;. Unrloubtccll)' mnny people have been wit 
or '"n lkcd right over these figures without knowing 
then'. l 'lwn lt,O. ns willi the tcrrestrinl lrnveler so \\'i 
nir111an. he docs nol always sec the picl nres unfnlclecl 
gr(n111d. 1~ it not quite pns~i ble then thnl there may 
extn::inely interesting and t11111su:.d .I11d inn mnrkings 
cov .. rcd? We do know that almost dnily rel ics of 
gonr. dn y:; in 1lic shnpc of pottery, in HHlll)' ca!::ief'!- ~ 
unbroken, arc fo und in the numerous canyons near / 
most attrnctive features of all lhese Indian marki1 
graphs arc their nm1sual designs and fo rllls a nd more 
else, their acccssihility hy anto and air. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERV ICE 

WASHINGTON 

AUG -8 1:1?3 

Mr. J'l-ank Pinkley, 
8U1)er1ntondant, Southwestern Monuments, 

Coolidge, Arizona. 

Deo.r Mr. Pinkley: 

., ... 
• . "c.CJ!:!V1!;1J 
. I., "'f 

<:" • '... 1933 
, . " '• I •. ff f. 

Berewi'h enclosed are a tew copies ot executive order with-

dra.wins the le.nde described therein oovering t he proposed Giant 

Pictograph hationel Monument. 

' 
I noloa\ll"& 297:U5 

Gincorely yours, 

{SGD.) G. A. MOSKEY 

A.ssiatant D!reotor. 

CC Supt. Toll Tdth copy of order . 

HLB :LOM 


