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Mr. D. S . Ss.und, Representative 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Saund: 

Indio, California 

February 8, 1960 

I have something I would like to ji;;ake up with you, not knoving 
when you 'Will be in this l ocality I will tcy and write it brief'ly. 
I have a nice little home in the best pa.rt of town on Miles Ave. 
right down to the business section it is a. high class piece of 
property. I am 8o years old and have no one to consider but myself'. 

I would like to turn this place into a shrine and thought 
possibly you coul.d or Hould help me. I don't lmaw too much about 
it. but can always learn.. In case it was ma.de a shri.ne I ·would want 
it to rem.a.in indefinit.el:y and if possible I could be the custodian 
and sort of a monument a.f'ter I am gone. I think it would be nice. 
I don ' t know of a shrine near here. This Lot is 50 x 150 ft. and 
has a 5-room concrete house on it. Trees all a.long the alley side. 
I ~rked o.nd pa.id .for it. Purchased it in 1945. It would be best 
i f you could drop by Indio and see Just 'What I am talking about. 
The Womans Club House :ts on one side 01· me and Sprouse-Reitz on the 
o<:.her. I hope you are :favorably 1mpreaaed vlth my idea ant.1 drop 
me a line or drop by to see me,. I have a clear deed and title for 
the property. 

Sincerely, 

signed/ Ella B .• Jones 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 

R especlfnlly referred to 

Di rector l'J?. t i c1na l f rk Service , - . 
Department of the interior 
Wa shi:·gton 25 , D. C. 

I would since re ly apprec i O 
a t e your givin~ con s id er ation 
to the enclosed letter fr om 
~1 1a a. Jo · es , who ind ica-es 
he r des i r~ to ~~~ make her 
home a s r·rine. 

If t he Fed ral Government 
can t ak e no ac t i on in this 
re~ard anv sugr estic ns as to 

? ' . .. 

Indio, Californi~ 

February 8, 1960 
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Very respectfully , 

.M. C., ----··-------- District. 
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Signed by: 

Rewritten 
3/1/60: 

Appleman 2/25 
Kahler 2/ 25 (' ., 
Beard 2/ 25 j~:ii • 
Price" 2/2'} · ·· 'V/ 
lt[yf!;/ltt/dv-
~ .. , .. 

Hvn. D. S . Saund 
Houoc o~ Representative~ 
. ./ash ingto:l 25, D. C. 

Dea:r :Jr . J 1~und: 

We l".:ave connidered your lett.e:i.· of February 1'7 and the one o'r 
?E>br u.ary 8 rrom Mre . filla B..,, Jone:a con~u:n:!.ng oor pro.P:>sal ilil'lt. 

~er ~.lO!lle a/~ In~io &Joalfrorniu, be eetabl.ishea €'.$ a. notional slu·ine. 
There ia no niific on in Mrs . Jones' le'ttel' t.hnt her home has any 
e.ssocia.tio11 wt th iu,.,C>I"te.nt historical events or other-wiae poGS(-'SOe.s 
e>:ce:ptiona.1 value the:t \.10Uld juetify its COllSiderc:a.tion for F'ed.erri.l 
o•mcrshi~ as a. national lli s'ooric ai to. It is our t.mderstauc..ing 
from Mr'£ • Jones 0 lettci... that she las a. ruouest rome not d1ssim:lla.r 
in ony re~pect to thou.oanda of othOO'.'s th:l:·~ut oul' lllation. 

Th!! Federal Government obV1o\Wly ce.rmot undertake to _p:t.ece a.n 
histor:ic stte in Federal owerahip and administer :Lt :r.or the 
bcnef"-1 t of tho Uaticm un1esu 1 t has very impor-""3.nt associ&tiorw 
•d.th srea;I; ni.st.oricc.J. ei:ento tha.t have til'.s.'octed the entire ll!at.iun, 
or c..t lwot o. co-..iSidera.ble part or 1 t . In tl1e circumatancea, 'ro 
u.re obl i@..""<.l to uaViee ....._.. t ~1r..... Jones' home \1.0eS not meet the 
r (iquiremcnt; Po:r com.:1~ t:..on as a tl3tior.Al !:llzrwric site. 

S'lncerel.y yours, 

Encl osure 

Copy to : ·IJ)cco 
, .Asst. Secy., Pub . Land M©Ut . 
'· Div. of Legisla tion 

.... 
I • . 

"\>G~! 

, Reg . Dir., Reg. Four w/ c inc. ltrs. 
'[.Branch of History 11 11 11 
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