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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
July 21, 1965

IN REPLY REFER ?‘O:
H34

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Regional Director, Western Region

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Supplementary Information on E1 Dorado County Stage
Station at Newtown, California

Through a telephone call to Mr. Hassler, an ective local historian

of Coloma, California, we have been able to gather the following
additional information on the stage station at Newtown, EL Dorado County,
California:

Mr. Hassler informed us that the house is/located ebout 10 miles south-

east of Placerville and about one~half mile south of Pleasant Valley /

on an old unimproved road leading up into the Grizzly Flat area of the
Mother Lode County and that the correct name of the site is Newtown,
not Newton,

The house is an old one-story stone building thet is jemmed full of
articles collected by Mr. Wilder, the ovmner. In Mr. Hassler's opinion,
this collection is a mixture of pure junk and articles of genuinz his-
torical interest, Mr. Wilder operated the house as & small museum Tor
some time, but is now quite elderly and very 1ll; he is now in the

El Dorado county hospital., The house is now closed. On Mr. Wilder's
death the property will be inherited by a relative who has shown little
interest in the house and collection.

In Mr, Hassler's opinion, the relative will probably sell the house
and collection as quickly as possible. Mr. Hassler also promised to
check his collection of local history books and to send us whatever
information he can find on the stage station,

With the correct e of the site, we were also able to collect some
additionzl data. |Newtown was one of a number of small mining camps

of tents and cabins that sprang up in the vicinity of Pleasant Valley
in July of 1849, Most of these towns disappeared rather quickly, but
Newtown survived, due to hydraulic mining operations, until 1872, when
a five destroyed the tovn. The stage station is the last surviving
building of this former mining town;lwhich accounts for the reason why
that the name of this community no';bnger appears on the map.
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The location of the house on the o0ld mining road to Grizzly Flats con-
firms our surmise of July 16 that this building wes a local stage station.
We are of the opinion, therefore, thet the building would not merit clas-
sification as a site eligible for the Registry of National Historic Land-
marks., If Mr. Hassler is corrsct in his opinion that Mr. Wilder's relative
will be chiefly interested in disposing of the property, then it is also
probable that the relative will show little interest in registering the
house as a California Registered State Historical Landmark, as suggested
in our July 16 letter on this subject.

We will forward Mr. Hassler's historical data on the stage station as
soon as this information is received.

Edvard A, Hummel
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dential campaign spee-'y from the balcony of the old Cary

- further information contact the EL DORADO COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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