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IN REP LY REF}r340: 

Memorandum 

To : 

From: 

SUbject : 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

July 21, 1965 

Director 

Regional D~rector, Weste1·n Region 

National Survey of Historic Sites and Bui ldings : 
Supplementary Information on El Dorado County Stage 
station at Ne1·rtmm, California 

JIJL 

Through a telephone call to Mr . Hassler, an active local historian 
of Coloma, California, we have been able to gather the f ollowing 
additional i nformation on the stage station at Ne1rtmm, El Dorado Cou.11ty, 
Cali f ornia : 

Mr . Hassl er informed us that t he house i s rlocated about 10 miles south­
east of Placerville and about one-half mi le sout h of Pleasant Va lley I 
on an old unimproved road l eading up into the Grizzly Flat area of the 
Mother Lode County and that the correct name or the sit~ is Newt mm, 
not Newton. 

The house i s an old one- story stone buildinc t hat is jc~.med f ull of 
articles collected by Mr . Wilder, the:: mmer . In Mr . Hass l er ' s opinion, 
this coll ection is a mixture of pure junk and art icl es of 0em:in2 his ­
torical interest. Mr . Wil der operated t he house as a small museLUn for 
some time, but i s now quite elderly and very ill; he i s now i n the 
El Dorado county hospital. The house i s now c l osed . On Mr . Uil der ' s 
death the property will be inherited by a relative who has shown little 
interest in the house and collection. 

I n Mr . Hassl er 1 s opinion, the relative will probably sell the house 
and collection as quickly as possi bl e . Mr. Hassler also promised to 
check his collection of local hist ory books and to send us whatever 
information he can find on t he stage station. 

With t he correct iraine of the site, we were also able to collect some 
additional data . LNewtown was one of a number of small wining camps 
of t ents and cabins that spr ang up in the vicj.nity of Pl easant Valley 
in July of 18~9. Most of these tmms disappeared rather quickly, but 
Newtown survived, due to hydraulic mining ope:r.ati~n_71, v..ptil 1872, when 
o. fire destroyed t he tmm. The st as.e statio~ i s );he l ast survi vi ng 
building of this former mining tmm, I which accounts f or the reason why 
that the name of t hi s community no y:-onger appears on the map. 
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The location of t he house on t he old mi ning road to Grizzly Flats con­
fir ms our surmise of July 16 t hnt this building was a local stage station. 
He ar c of the opinion, therefore , t hat the building would aot merit clas­
sification as a site elj.r.;ible for the Regi stry of National Historic Land­
marks . If Mr . Hass lE.r i s correct in hi s opinion that Mr . Wilder ' s relative 
will be chiefly intereGted in disposing of the property, t hen it is also 
probable that the relative wi ll show little i nt erest j.n registering t he 
house as a California Registe:-ed state Historical Land.mar k, as sugc;est ed 
in our July 16 lett er on this subject . 

We will forwar d Mr. Hass l er 1 s historical data on the staE;e station as 
soon as this information i s r eceived. 
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picked up by opposition on.d used oil over the U.S. Greeley 
vowed it lost him the election. Candidate mode o Presi­
dential compoign speP~from the ba lcony of the old Cory 
House. • 

{)r further information contact the EL DORADO COUNTY C/-IAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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