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18o New M:mtgomery Street 
flan Franc~eco 5, California 

fey l, 1962 

Beg1onal Il:f.Mctor 
'Dn'ough: Regional Chief, Recreation Resource Planning 

Regional Cb1et1 state Cooperation 

Subject: Bodega lie ad 

Q:i the morning of April 30, Prot'e&GOr Beeland ot the Biochemistry 
~partment of the University of' California, Ber:kel.ey, called to 
obtain im'ormation on Bodega Head. He informed us that the Public 
util1 ties Commission is going to reopen l:earl.ngs on the Pacific Gas 
end El.ectrte proposal tG develop an etomia :POWl' plant on Bodega 
Head. He said the heerimgs are being reopened because o'f the great 
volume of op:poe1t1on to the ro&E proposal. The hearings will. be 
held on May 21 at 10:00 a.m. in the courtroom of the State Build· 
ing in Sari haneiB'CO. 

Pro:f'essor Neel.end asked What pl.ans the National. Park Serrtee had 
for davelopnent of' Bodega Head as a :pabl.ic l'e'Serve. I told him o'f 
<>ur Pacific Coast ~creation Area Survey end our recommendation i n 
that report ae to the high :recreation and biologioal velues .of 
Bodega Head. Professor Neeland indicat.ed that the State Di vision 
of Beaches and Parks has had plans for a portion oi' this area as 
a State .Park or as an adjunct to the Sonoma Beach .state Pa!-ks. 
He said that the state was hnving some difficulty in firum<rlng such 
a project and that he 'believed it would 'be far better to try to pre­
serve th.e area through. Federal Government neaDS. Mr. Angle and I 
were both on the tel.ephone end we tol.d him whet we knev about the 
Stste 1 s proposal in tbia area which waa similar to Professor Neeland'a 
understanding of the matter. We also told Professor Neel.and tha"t ·'1le 
Point Re)'&S National See.shore proposal was our primary interest on the 
Calif omia Coast at the prese~j; t1JDe nnd that we woul.d not want to 
e.xtend our interest_s because/~ }'X>Ssibillty of endangering the Point 
Re~s proposal. 
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'We in.termed Professor Diel.and thnt \ll)On request we had prepared a 
lotter to an indiVidual. at Bodega ~ro:viding infonnntion on this BUb­
ject which WB.E llG&Sibl.y used at the recent bee.rlng. I indicated that 
w couJ..d probably provide s1mlar in:f'o.rmat1on for use at the forth­
coming hearing if that is ®sb:'ed. 

It is our understanding that &o.fem;or Neel.6nd. 'Will contact the Divi­
s.ion of Beaches and. Par1ts 1n Sacr~nto to ascertain the etetUl'J or 
their »].ans for preservation ~ Ecdega Head. !t a.P).'lears -we need not 
'take ~r action j.n. mat1on to Proteusor Neel.and.• s re quest unless 
• sete in touch with -us ago.in. 

, ,.. .,.. ~ ... r.. r/ . o:...:. 

(Sgd.) 'Robert S. luntey 
HO'bm.1;. S.. I.Am.tey· 
Reg10ntll Cbie:f' 
State Cooperotion 

Cleared for distribution: 

(Sgd.r ~ J. Diederich 

re~ j, Diederich 
Assistant Regional Director 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OFFICE COPY 
De:ll" Professor Neil.a!lds: 

Thank you tor ~ lettel.'-at A:Pl'il ll llith e1101.oaurae expressing 
you:t ooricern over the propoGe4 ®natruetion Qf •a JI01'fM" plant on 
Bo4ep llead, ~ County, Cllif'ornitl. 

""""="' 

In 19591 the Bat:toral Park· Servioe in 1ta P&oif'ie ooast BU!'Ve)' 

tO\Uld Bodega Jle5cl to be notable :tor its Pnl\1atol71 hiatory aDd. 
aar~'biol.Ogy anlf. wan"&llting preservat1osr, beaause 1t w.a one of 
the lllOre a!ga1t1eant anaa on the Paoitio coaet. 'lhe repOrt 
covering this awvoy suggested that it W0\114 make a logical 
a&11t1on to the S'\nte park system. 

Since the Dapartment ot ~· and. '!ecl'eation bas ind1at11ted an 
intel"eat 1n preservaticm tit at least a portion ot tbe Head, we 
'believe that you w1ll vant to bring your eonaents direetly to 
the Stt.i.w •1 attent:L~n. , 

Evaluation 0-f the etteette of nu.al.ear pO\ter inst.allAtionr> on the 
fish a~d wildlit'e :resOUl"cea is carried out threru~ ~ cooperutive 
o.~ement beti.teen ·tlfe u. s. Ator.iic Energy Cominission and the Fish 

_ _, _ 

and Wildlife Service of tbia De~nt. Tb1.s proViQ.eil \1S with . . 
the opport'Ul}i;ty to comment on specif~c prgposals during tne prepara~ion 
of t he Atomic Energy Commission's flnal report. 
Ye underet<lnd '.t~t to date the Atomic Energy Commi11s1on lw.s Dot 
recetved. an appliCcAtion f'"gom the Pacific a~s and Electric Company 
for a. qowstructicm permit tar the Bode~ Head. installation. 
However, procedufts are aet 'lq), under the agreelllellt, ~or review 
by tbe .Fish and Wildlife Serviee tt aucb an applicat1.on 1~ ·· 
rec~ived. In tbis csse, the Atomic Energy Commission would -tronsniit 
a. cop)' .of .the- appli<m1.ion ~nd. t>erttnent bete~ound mterL.il to 
the Fish l.lttd WUdlif~ Senine and request its review u.nd comments. 
1'1:t• , int~'.f,1.0fl i.Jould, in ·turn, ~ tl'emiod ~ted to tl;\e Area 
D1rootor {Mr. ~lei R. J9hnaon, Ju:tea~ of ,C08Qen1e.1 Fisheries, 
lOl Seas:l.de. AventJ.e, Tertni1:1al ?aland, Calitorm.&l vbo baa been 
des18Mted 00ordit1ator tor these matters in~ 'state ot C&lUonita. 
He would brr cimault with approp;riat.e state ct:ticiale aXld report 
to the P'isb Qnd Wild.lite Service be:re. This report and other data 
:trom the service's· :r&d.10b1ology wcperta 1lOUld then be comb1Ded 
into a report to tho COGGiasion. 

6~ 6155 .,, 
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You ma.y k.nov tba.t it ia always poasibls for inteJ"e&tecl eitizens 
to appear aa intervaQOrs at heari19gs held by the Atamic E'nergy 
Comi&J.\:l.On. 

We appnoiate haV:S.ng tbe informa:tiOn containe4 in 'your 1,etter, 
ll'hicb vill bett.er" embl.e u to appra.ise the pro3fft U and vhen 
the appUaati.Qn .18 reter.nd. to us tor oomnent. 

.Pro:f"eseor J. B. Neil.ands 
Department of Biochemistry 
University ot California 7ley 4, californ:la. 

Simi~letters t0; 

Sine&rely 10'U'S, 

~~: Joel W. Hedgpeth 
Director, Pacific Marine Station 
University of the Pacific 
Dillon ach . 
Mar aunty, California ~PB.S 6218) 

Mrs. Jack Parker 
Route 1, Box 540 . 
Vaca~i e, C~fo~a . (DeJ?ar~nt letter) 

Copy to: 0 J.fJS ~ ~~ ltJr<.2-) w/c ·~E;.. Parker ' s letter 
~~ional Director, Region Four (2) w/c inc. and enc. No . l 
l,)fc~ phe llfisheries w / c inc . and enc • No . l · 

~rk Planning w/c i nc . and enc . No. l ~ 

JWHowell:LDStringer :TRS:BWI':kej 5/14/62 
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~Ji r . Conrad L. Vvirth 

KENN SHERWOOD ROE 

2406 EUREKA W AY, APT. #3 
REDDING, C ALIFORNIA 

Di r e ctor National Park s ervi ce 
c s t . 18th & 19 s ts. 
N.w. washi ngton , n.c. 

near rJi r . Wi rth : 

Apri l 8 , 1963 

... ..., As you are well aware , Ca liforni a , the beaut i fu l, may 
not be fo r long with crowd i ng , s mog , and exploi tation of 
nat ural resource s . I f man i s to avoid d i s a s ter he r e , r e-
Hul t i ng f rom the dis r egard of the de lica te balance of nature, 
he must act now with for es i ght , und erstanding , and wi sdom. 

we qu estion , the refor e , the ne ed of the proposed a tomi c 
power p l an t a t Bodega Head. Here is a oroj ec t t ha t c an 
aes t heti cally r uin one of the last , mos t. beautif ul, ro ost 
b i ologically ve rsat i le seas hor es in the west . I n f a ct , pro ­
duc e r Alf red Hit chcock chos e t he setting for hi s l a test 
f i l m, The Bi rd.§_, be cause of t he " remote beauty of t he lonely 
Marin coas t , and i t s quai n t s eaport which is a rar i t y to 
find • I I 

As ye t , s c i ence mow s t oo lit t l e about atomic wastes 
wh ich coul d chan ge or endange r a vast coastline i nclud i ng 
t he near by ~oint Reye s National s eas hore Park . The r e must 
be less att r act i ve , more pract ica l areas i n t be s tate . Of 
course , it is di ff ic ul t to a ttach a do l l ar Si gn t o beauty . 

I t i s no t t hat we a re agains t i ndust r i a l prog ress; i ron ­
i cally one of t he PG&E repres entatives , nr . Leslie ca r be rt , 
best e xp res ses our phi losophy when he sai d r ecent l y , "Indus -
try must fac e a new moral ity, an obligation a nd r e s ponsibi li­
t y to t he need of t he public; i t must r e cognize a c ompromise 
·oetween na t ure and man •••• that man needs beauty and f r e edom. 11 

I s the r e any way the Park service can assist? Tbe Bodega 
~iead, r ecent ly considr;: red f or a pa r k i n t h e master plan , is a 
priceless herit a ge of coas tline , a s cenic , recr eati onal, and 
ecolog i ca l asset •• , . an a s se t t ha t can bz wr i tten of f by irre­
sponsib le i ndustri a l izati on. 

qincet,Ei l y , , {I) 

~ ~..--..r<"..} \~ 
Kenn Sher wood Roe 
Nort he r n Cal iforni a 
Audubon Socie ty 
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(Sgd) BEN H. THOMPSON 
1-1 ' • J .. 


