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ity dear Mr. Ickes:

EKnowing your interest in public parks as maintained by the Federal
covernment and trans-Pacific commerce, it has occurred to me that your office
night be interested in a possibllity that has been brought to my attention of
recent weeks and which I should like to take this opportunity to bring to yours.

There is located in the center of Hollywood, atop a kmoll with a
comimanding view of the Pacific Ocean, an estate known as the Bernmheimer Estate,
vihick haa been ovwned for something over four years now by the Pacific Mutusl
ife Tneurance Company, which acQuired it as a result of foreclosure proceedings
againgt the former owners., This estate has been photographed and pictured
throughout the United States in magazines for many years, and is internationally
knotm for its collection of imported Japanese art. The main building on the
premises g of Japanese design and is surrounded by eight acres of amthentic
Jopencee zardéns laid out in miniature.

Por some time I have been interested in the possibility of malking
some public use of this area, which I belleve it may be possible for a public
body or some other group to acquire at this time for less than its normal value.
T have been perticularly intrigued with the idea that it might be used either as
a center dedicated to the cementing of peaceful Pan-Pacific relations, to the
development of trade between the United States and the Oriemt, with the possible
insztzllation of trade display rooms, or as a cultural center, Iocated as it is
in world-famous Hollywood, and being most unique in lay-out, it has occurred to
me that the Federal government, and possibdly indirectly, the Japanese government
mieht be interested in the project. In this connection, I wonder if there is
any possibllity that the Federal government might consider the establishment of
= natlonal park of this type?

If you should he interested, I shall be glad to forward photographs,
valughions of art objects, assessed valuation figures, and other pertinent facts.

I would appreciate hearing from you concerning this matter which, I
helieve, is an umueunal opportunity to do an Gnmasual piece of work.

TN}

Enc: 3

cet Mr. Hsrry L. Hopking, - )
Secretary of Commerce
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Gi Supervinors,
Lo ippelos, California,

I ERS IR LININTX ot ¥
¢ Trorn Decretzry Iokes, we have reseived your ledter

~ezavding the pomsidie opportunity for use of the Bornheimer
1oELs obdects ol apt logetsd thers for publie purposes as a

fho wour zuseertior ls oxeeedluzly interesting 3o us, and dhere
1 hn ©ar reaching impliestions for nationsl and oven internc~
sellt dnvolved, 1t is very doubtful that the property is

a use o @ pard of the national -park oystem. '

I the estese s comothing of national importance, the justifica-
Tor coguigsition and adminigtration by the Fedoral Coverpmsad
sroperly o developed by the Commizssion of Fine Arts. Although
ivitles of the Domnlssion of Fine irte appear to be eonfined
oo the affalrs of the Dlstrict of oolumbia, it is cur unfers
2, bowgver, thot 1t advises upon generzl gquestions of art when-
aver regneated Yo 4o go by the President or any cammittse of Congross.

fie interesh whick prompted your lettors to Beeratary Ickes and
Seonotury Hopking s oppreclated, and we will be zlad 4o hear further
ooynn ot oany tine widh referencs 1o your guggestion.
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Singerely yours,

- P T id

L e KA s,

He E. Demaray,

cc:  BRLPSC-Room 5214 Leting Direetor.
GLC:nrs
P. S, o

‘ilth reference to the fourth paregraph of your letter, we would be
glad to have any data you would care to send, including an inventory of
the objects of art on the estate, photographs, valuations and other
rertinent facts,
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If you should be interested; I shall be glad to forward photographs,
valuations of art objects, assessed valuation figures, and other pertinent facts.,

I would appreciate hearing from you concerning this matter which, I
believe, is ap uwmisual opportunity to do an Gmusual piece of work.

JAF,[:E'
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¢o: Mr, Harry L. HopkinSs } ’ y
Secretary of Cominerce
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