
I 
''J'· •". 

<!Iltltttl!! nf 11Tll!t 1\ngeles 

> ~ ~. 

' ~ . , ....... 1_, 

'. ~ , 

~1,fr. Ha.1:old L., Ickes, 
Secreta.r.y of the Interior 
~7osM.ngton.11 :Oto C. 

Hy~ clear 'Mr.. Ickes; 

I!a~nrb nf j5Uftttbhtin1l 
Wint 1\uge~s 

Ma-'v' 29 t 19 39 

; ·'-' . : 
t \u , i\. '.. ,,. .: 

. --1'" 1 !~· -Jr . 
~

/:,,.l:·.. ~-'~,/ ,,,,.,,. .. ,..· 
f'.i' ' , < . ._. . 

' ... . . 

M~~SERS~ 
ROGER W . .JESSUP 

CHAll~MAN 

WILLIAM A.SMITH 
GOROONL.MCDONOUGH 
.JOHN ANSON FORD 
OSCAR HAUGE r INTERIOR. DEPT. 

f . 1u.~~1 v~~ 

I 
'·· u d ,) - 19 3 9 

O.i."FlCE OF 

THE SECRETARY. 

Knowing your interest in public parks as maintained 'b7 the Federal 
,governmen1; and trans-Pacific commerce, it has occurred to me that raa.r office 
might be interested in a possibility that has been br0\18ht to my attention ot 
:recent weeks and wM.ch I s'.Q.ould like to take this opportunit7 to bring to 7ours. 

There is located in the center of Hollywood, atop a knoll w1 th a 
command:l.ng view of the Pacific Ocean, an estate lmown as the :Bernheime:r Estate, 
·:1bi ch ha.2 been owned for something over four years now b7 the Pact.fie Ma.tual 
Life In.~mrance Company, which a.c'l1l!red 1 t as a resa.1 t of foreclosure proceedings 
.ogain.st the former owners. !'his estate has been photographed auc1 pictured 
throughout the United States in magazines for JB8D1' 7eara, and is international.17 
:h-nom:i f0r its collection of imported Japanese art. !he main building on the 
prem:lf;es ~-s of Japanese design and is surrounded by eight acres of aa.thentic 
~rJJ~}anese gardens laid ou.t in miniature. 

For some t 1me I have been interested in the· possibility of malting 
~10me p11'blic use of this area, which I believe it mq be possible for a public 
body or some other group to acqnire at this time fo;r leas than its :normal value. 
I ha.ve bee.ln particm.lar).y intrigued with the i~ea that it might be used. either as 
a. r.~nter dedicated to the cementing of peacefa.1 Pan-Pacific relations, to the 
~fo"trelopmev.t of trade between the United States and the Orient, with the possible 
lnst8.1J at.ton of trade displq rooms, or as a cu.ltural center. Located as it is 
:i.n 1vor1Ct-famaus Hollywood, a.nd being most unique in lq-oa.t, it has occurred to 
1ne ·tha.t the FederaJ. government, and possi'blt indirectly, the Japanese govermnent 
m:tcht be interested in the project. In this connection, I wonder if there is 
.':'.ny possib:llity that the Federal government might consider the establishment of' 
F. n;:i;t.:1.(;w~J. park of tbi s type? 

. . 

If you should be interested, I shall be glad. to forwa.rcl photographs, 
v:~l.t.i.~.rt:lon.s of art objects, assessed valuation .fignres, and other pertinent facts. 

I would a.pprecia te hearing from you concerning tbi s matter which, I 
11~\Heve, is an 1.UIUsu.al opportunity to do :usual piece of work. 

-.TJ\.F/r 
Enc; l 
ca! Mr. Efa.-rry L. Hopkins, 

Secreta-r:r of Commerce 
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WASHINGTON 

Du::.-c\i Cif .:::u.p0rd.cor:Jt 
:i~oi.;: 1ingalos, Oulifor.nia. 

·:'.'-~/ J:\)fero~ · (l(:: f:ioct Cetu~et$ry Ickes, l:le have. 2.'eCeived your letter 
c :.' ·:::-rr ;;;::i r.os~n.""d:i.11.~·; th~~ pr.1(?.~11ble opportunity tor use of the Darnheimor 
-:>:;~. :· 1:·r.(} ·tf.i~ n~.?j<~1ct~ '">1') :'.\l't loc~t·.td there for public Ptll".POSes as a 
· .... : .:!. ;_ .. : ·· .... ~.J \:~::: .. T}:, 

· i-.'l L~ y:.itu· 2·.i::;:cr:11:.: ti<.:·r b; f.1Xe~;<l:tiigly intereatin,g to us, rand thee 
··.:~:·-~r ·~:·0J ··i. !.;r1 i'r.1 .... rn-achitt~~ 11r.1:licRt1ons tor na.tioaal and even lniienJS.~ 
;.:~. '. r::·~. l', 1.-:i·:i.O:i.'l't i.r.tV\~J .. Tt:r...1 1 it· is VQl"Y doubtful that tbs prcpfttJ' 18 
:::.:.~ '~·><:.:r.; ~~CiJ.' ..?.t~~e .:.::; ::~. p.-a..r."fi of the natioual:-P&rk 07etem. · . . . 

:c: t:.;..-:. (~~:rtr::.tc ia ~;omcthing: of nation-al importenee, th& ju.stitioa• 
tJ ·~:-) :~·o.~ :'. r!;~('J.:lsltion ~nd ~ ... amin-istration by the Fe4eral OoveRll!lllt 
:.:.!.;_;~;. ~ p1~0:9n:r-1y tm ilevf;loped by tbe C:ommissi011 of fine Arts.. Although 
": .... ·:1 {~'..~i·.;J:~:tes ot tLe r;ommiaaion of fine .~s appear to be eo!1f1ne4 
l." ·~\>~1:y tc:i thG J.li".faj,rs of the Diet.t'iot ot 00lumb1a. it ls ov ua4er-
~~ :1:::;: ':J:n.:~·:r. ~1 ... mevor, t.hn"~ :l.t. advtees upon general questioma of art wh-... 
~-:v1:::-::.· T.'f?t}U.()flt;cd 't;t~ d.o £0 by the Presid<!nt or 1!iJ17 aommittee of' eonpesso 

rJ. s inter()('.;~~ whi1.?h prompted you.r letters. to- Seentarr Ickes a~ 
.~'O:t~.':.Yt=:.:t::l If.o:pkino i:.; c.!lr.reciaterl, and vw will' be glad to hear tu.nher 
::~::.',>: yr..n "!t· any tiJJ~e with :eeterenoe to your ~estion .. 

cc: BRLPSC-Room 5214 

GLC:nrs 
P. S., 

7li th reference to the fourth paragraph of your letter, we would be 
glad to have any data you would care to send, including an inventory of 
the objects of art on the __ e~t~~~' photographs, valuations and other 
pertinent faotsa · 
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MRMOMNDUM FOR Mr& Demaray: 

I have read the attached reply and consider 

it to oe satisfactory, with the understanding 

·tb.et it will not involve a perennal inspection 

bv f.l m~mber of the Cammi ss1on of Fine .Arta until 

·the matter has been taken up with Congress, or 

unless the Pacific Mutual Life tnsurence Compnny 

offers to pay for the ejcpenses of such an 

I f thev have an inventory of iuspecUono ,, 

tno objects or art on the Estate, together with 

photogra"ha, that they could send it would 

simplify matters. 
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THE SECRETARY. 
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If you should be interestedti I shall be glad to forward. photographs, 
Yv.,1:i:J.£\Uo:o.s of art objects, assessed. valuation figures, and other pertinent facts. , 

I w01.1ld appreoia. te hearing from you concerning this matter which, I 
l)eLie'"ie, is a.:o. UllU.sual. opportunity to do an sua1 piece of work. 

Ji(ff'/l' 
Enc= J. 
cc! Mr. ~~Y t. Hopkins, 

St~cret~r of Cominerce 
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