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Askordir Sdsrotany John J. O'Grady, Box 537, Benicia, California
218 East “M" Street . President Financial Secretary

February 10, 1965

Henorable Stewart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Deer Mr. Udall:

Being aware of your interest and devotion to the history and
traditions of your native west, the members of Benicia Parlor
No. 89, Native Sons of the Golden West are attaching the self
explanatory resolution passed by this chapter of the Native
Sons of the Golden Weste

The present objective of our organization is to preserve the
historicael buildings and traditional landmarks at Benicia Ar-
senal., The property was recently sold as surplus by the Gen-
eral Services Administration teo the City of Benicia, then re-
leased to Benicla Industries, Inc., for development as industri-
al complex. When the latter 1s accomplished it is anticipated
that the many unique, historical and colorful buildings and
traditional landmarks will be eliminated.

Recent developments lead to the conclusion that the State of
California has been blocked in its efforts to acquire sufficient
Arsenal land for the dedication of an Historicael Monument and
park,
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Because you are a Native Son of the West we are writing to you,
suggesting that elther you, or an assigned representative, who
possesses your inherent appreciation of Western history, come

to Benicia as soon as possible, survey and evaluate the signifi-
cence and potential of certain Arsenal historical buildings and
suitable acreage to be dedicated as an Historical Monument and
Park, supervised by the Department of the Interior.

Your presence in Benicia, or that of your representative will

be most welcome. Dedication of a limited area in the Arsenal

and suitable, interesting, historical buildings and the preserva-
tion of these structures is the endorsed objective of the Native
Sons of the Golden West and members of the 108 historical societ-
ies belonging to the statewide Conference of California Historical
Societies. {

We believe you will give California historians all possible assist-
ance in preserving the historical features of Benicia Arsenal for
tomorrow's citizens. '
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, i1t has oome to the attention of Beniela Parlor Ho. 89,
Hative Sons of the Golden West }ef the State of Galifom.{aj that

the historic bulld imgs and traditional lemdmerks located at

Benisla Arsensl, Boniela, Oalifornis, mey soon be rezed, end,
WHEREAS Beaiaia Apraonal , and thsm historiec bulldings and lanpde
marks, 1%3%& onwawsiteo aow m&www-msm and age through
the loyaltyy courage and devotion of the military and ths eivilians
who served tholr countyy horej and,

WHEREAS; we are reliadly informed that many of these bvulldings and
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ARC
landmarks, now in an exeellent state of pressrvation, not to be

 found in any other place in the United 3tates}

?HE.RMORE, be it resolved, that all members aa/é, Hative Sons of

the Golden West, hereby sontact all federal ; county, city and
state agencies of govermment, and civie veteramns and educational
o:vganiméieam urging their support and that they do 211 in their
power eb"p@ewae the disposal aée%‘ériemuen,‘ or demolishment of
these historicel buildings and landmawis at Benicla Arsensl,
Galifornis.

Weo wrge the support of all patriotic Amerieanz for the preservation
of these historlic monumeonts and traditicmel landmerks at Beniela

‘Aprsenal , for the benofit and imspivation of tomorrow's citisens,

EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that HSoniele Paricr Ho. 89, Hative Soms of

tho Goldon West hereby request that the Honcpable Stewart Udsll,
Seocretary of the Interior, leond his good offices toward the asegulsition
of ths required land and the historic buildings and traditionel landw
marke, &t Beniecis Arseﬁal s for the dedisation of an Historical Homm
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/?" ment and Park, under the supervision of his Department, and,

1T IS RESOLVED, thet the members of Benicie Parlor Ho. 89,
flative 3ons of the Golden West, urge the Division of Beaches

and Parks, State of Californla, to give its best efforts toward
preservation of said historie bulldings and traditional lande-
marks, so &ll Californians and their fellow Americans may fore
ever enjoy the jJjustly feamed, colorful, interesting, unigque and
historie buildings and traditionel lendmarks at Benicia Arsensal .,
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, by members assembled, Benlcia Parlor Ho. 89,
Netive Sons ol the Golden West, in Benicla, Californla, February,
8, 1965,

SIGHNED, John J. ('Gradmy, President, Benicla Parlor Neo, 59,
Natlve Soms of the Geolden West,

ATTEST, bBdward W. Prouty, Secretary-Treasurer, FPenicla Parlor

No, £9, Natlve Soms of the Golden West.
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