
ED PROUTY 

Record ing Secretary 

218 East "M" Street 

John J. O'Grady, Box 537, Benicia, California 

Honorable St.ewart Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Udall: 

President Financi al Secretary 

February 10, 1965 

Being aware of your interest and devotion to the history and 
traditions of your native west, the members of Benicia Parlor 
No . 89 , Native Sons of the Gol den Wes t are attaching the self 
explanatory resolution passed by t his chapter of the Native 
Sons of the Go'"'I<ien "'Wes t. 

The present objective of our organization is to preserve the 
historical buildings and traditional landmarks at Benicia Ar­
senal. The property was recently sold as surplus oy the Gen­
eral Services Administration to the City of Benicia , then re­
leased to Benicia Industries, Inco, for development as industri­
al complex. When the latter is accomplished it is anticipated 
t hat the many unique, historical and colorful buildings and 
traditional l andmarks will be eliminated. 

Recent devel opments l ead to the conclusion that the State of 
California has been blocked in its efforts to acquire sufficient 
Arsenal land for the dedication of an Historical Monument and 
park. 
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1l_ED)l00\JCED ; T THE NAilONAl: ARCHIVES 

"AN 

ED PROUTY 

Recording Secretary 

218 East "M" Street 

Honorable Stewart Udall 
F.age 2 

President Financial Secreta ry 

Because you are a Native Son of the West we are writing to you, 
suggesting that either you, or an assigned representative, who 
possesses your inherent appreciation of Western history, come 
to Benici a as soon as possible , survey and evaluate the signifi­
canc e and potential of certain Arsenal histor i cal buildings and 
suitable acreage to be dedicated as an Historical Monument and 
Park, supervised by the Department of the Interior. 

Your presence in Benicia, or that of your representative will 
be most welcome. Dedication of a limited area in the Arsenal 
and suitable, interesting, his tori cal buildings and the preserva­
tion of these structures is the endorsed objective of the Native 
Sons of the Gol den West and members of the 108 historical societ­
ies belonging to the statewide Conference of California Historical 
Societies. 

We believe y ou will give California historians all possible assist­
ance in preserving the historical features of Benicia Arsenal for 
tomorrow ' s citizens. 

KtNL- I X-J/J/fi~ t ~~re ly~(/ · /) A Jt 
J. 0 . rady, 
dent, Benicia Par l r No. 89 , 

Native Sons of the Golden We t 
• 

~ 
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RBSOLU!IOB 

tdBEREABa it bas oome to the attention of Benicd.a Parlor lfo. 89, 

l'ative Sons or the Golden WeetJ ot tbe State o~ Galitom18J that 

tbs b1stor1e build 1ngs alJd. tJt&ditional lam&na.im looated at 

Ben1o1a Arsenal• len1o1al 0alif:Ol'a1&, 11181 SOOD be P888d.t an4• 

WBBRBA&t Beniola Anene.\; and t~ b1stn1e 'buildings 8lld. laild• 
' . 4 ' 

JDtUtlla, lee•te4 oa-a•sitfl) aw b6llwsd-})J'•b1atozty and age ~· 

the 1GJ"a1'7; eouage all4 4evo1;lcm ot '1D mllita.., and ~be otviliaaa 

who sened tdaei• eourrfJl7 bent and, 

Wl.IEREAa;· we SJte reliabl.7 informed that many of these buildings ant 
Al\~ 

land.Jnal'kB; now in an excellent state of pnsei-vatio11, not to be 

found in any other place 1n the United StatesJ 
· of 

THEREF10RE• be 1 t reeoived• that all members aa.i, Hative Sons or 
tbe Golden West, hereby eontact all federal, county, cicy and 

state·ageno1ea ot government. and civic veterans ancl educat1ona1 
.i,• 

organ1zat1oaa• urging tbeir euppert1 amd that they do tall in their 

power to··prevemt the d1sposal
3
detiel'iol'at1on. or d.emolishment of 

these h1etozt1eaJ. buildlnga U1d l~mtmaN& at Benicia Arsenal&\ 

OalUDllia• 

we urse tbe support of al1 pati-1otio Amerioans tor tbe presenation 

et tb.eee ld.storlo meniaenta and tzta41t;lonal leDJmapks at Beldela 

Arsemel,_,·.f• tbe l>enef1' am !napuatJlcm ct '8meraa's alt.t.rNna. 

BB I' FORT.BBB USOLVED, that Benleia Par1o. No. 89• Ba'd.1'9 Sou Of 

the.Golde West herebJ request that tbe Bon.-able Stewut tltia11• 

SeaHtllrJ' of tbe Intel'ior 0 lend his good. ottiees toward ~ aoqaisition 

ot tbs reQ.uired land and the h1etor1o buildings and traditional land• 

marks. at Benicia Arsenal, tor tt;ie dedieatiom ot an Historieal. Moma 



REPRODUCED ~T THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

.. 

11.ent and Park., under too supettvision of b..:ls Depei•tment, e.nd, 

IT IS RESOLVED, t hat tbe members of Benioia Parlor No . 89, 

Native Sons of thf.> Golden west, l.lrge too Division of &aches 

t.Uld Parks ., State ol' Oali.i' orn1a, to give i ta bee. t e !':forts toward 

preservation or said historic building s and traditionel land­

marks, so all Ca1if o.t"llians and their fe11ow .A.mericeos may for­

ever enjoy the justl.y 1'ameo_ colorful., interesting, unique and 

historic bUildi.Dgs and traditional landma~ka at Benicia Arsenal.. 

PASSED UNAND10USLY, by members assamb1ed, Benicia Parlor No. 89, 

Native Sona of tba Golden Uemt, in Benicia, California , February, 

a. 196$. 

SIGN D, John J. Q1Graday, President~ 

Native Sons of tho Golden Wo~t. 

nioia Parlor No . 69, 

ATT&:>T, h.dward w • .Prouty, Secretary-Treasurer, Benicia Parlor 

No. 89, ~ ati ve Sons of the Gol den ~ es·c. 
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~. ~ J. o•e.ruqt Pn~i~ 
~oia. ~ )lo .. ti!) 
111.U..,. S.. ~ ~ G'O'l..aaa WaQ 
b'31 
leatoie, O.Utantla. 

Jev ~. 0'~~! 
• I - . 

Be~ \1aa:U Ju ..... \l8 to ~ 1fO 1C\U' ~ ~ 
~ lf.UQnal ldonla.nt .ta.-tua tor 18nid.& Ar--3. City 
Of lfai.ta1 C'allf\mU&. !ha llat!oral. iiiJi Sii'\iice U h 
~....., Qiiiii4 ~l.y W$.tb t!m ~Uiey ~ 

. llt..,•-.~u •. 
' .... . .l . ,, 

• .... . "". • v ... • 

r llMt --~' ~l' :ti!@~~ $!' ~ ~flO JiW\.~1; 
at lSJ1 w .-.. ~ &. --~ ~ td J£ato~o JN.tee. 
ani .Mliflti# _. llleM_. w.t.eb ~ ~..:!. .:i.ue m • •;r:'U.as .a UJ.ua'"'tlnc -. bi~ d tho thii'tel atatft#. 
in :~ • ~ ~,... ~ r# tM Dente..-~J. -
silblll\U« 9 tbtr Se~'• .AAYU~ ~QA lfllt~ ~a, 
~ tii9', .Ml4:f.Mt, u4 ~. .. ~-~not -
-nCIQl':lneD4 s.t ~u ~ 1l&tiOMJ. ~ tJa t&t hi~ 
o'f the Ultlteil s.w.. •ffO&U!~tna the loOlil ~ft\lu -ot ~ ~, . 
~, -~~-- -=-~~ tV.bi~ t•W,.•· ln·1$be j)~ ... ft hDJ>e .. ~ A9t14n ~be 
papf.bla ._ 4..t C$2l4 lKf: a valJ.lliblg ~'ty deet· 

- lNt_fJMts ~:-~ be -" -~ - 'tld." -ter, bl:lt 
w la ·~-·~ ~pt !n lai$~1dtll ~lMLt-1.an. 

Sboen-}¥ ~un, 

Acting Assistant 

«sl 
~ ~or, Wel;tern - w/ a inc. 

:vtn - v/c inc. 
Of History - v/ c :I.no. 

~:tij!i 2/a~/65 
--1 it,.,.~ ~ ., (j '\ 


