December 27, 1939.

iir. Harold Ickes.

Dear lar. lekes: the pressnl administration.

tlaving listened to a long intimate discourse on your:life. by an old friend
on Uhrostmas night, T feel that I know you. Our mutual friend told me you were
most certainly not a Machine-made man--but had achieved your prominence by

your own worbhy endeavors, For this, 1 commend you highly. My, what a career
you have had, TYour first wife was a splendid helpmate, tooc. Her legislative

activit mast have been heishtened by your aid., That you are happily mated
she again and a new parent, is Jjust reward for a good life and unspotted career
1 piblie of fice, y

vh thils season, when the heart of men is inclined to gratxuities on a large
offder-~T am presenting 10 you something for your generous heart to ponder over
and act upon. already those lesser powers have done their share to aid this
orthy canze. You are the National Park head. In this capacity, the follow-
ing comnes under your charge for consideration:

Just outside the pearly gates of the great Sequoia National Forest in
Calilornia, I came upon the most beautiful garden I have ever seen. That such
a fairylsand could be shapen oubt of rocky mountain and sage brush, is almost

Hltn\9|'¢hl®. But there it was—- a garden behind a high fence, for keeping
the wild animals at bay--and flowers in moregorgeous array and pretty formal

dengn, than one is accustomed to.

The owner and creator of this beautiful Garden Where God Walks -- is a
simple man of foreipgn birth, a mere employee of a great powef company, whose
pipe lines on the mountain sides are his special charges, He rides along
their course, looking for leaks, etc., This southern California Edison Power
Company has leased for 25 years the tract, occupied by house and garden for
its employ=es. Now,; in nine years, this 1agn1flcent garden has been brought
to h:lﬂb_‘ll and fulsome growth, YWords are inadequate to desecribe its size
and heauvty. TLven a rose arch has been erected over a formal walk that Park
Rangers might nave a perfect setting for marriage ceremony.

letiirement age is about to become the unhappy lot of Julius Bauman and his
removal from this heavenly spot. I have succeeded in getting the Power head
to postpone his reti re“ﬁﬁn‘t. But the issue is larger than that. This man has
made sonething inigue and wonderful and his wish is to further enlarge the
garden, enlizting the help of a CCC lad (2. camp is there) and open the lovely
acres Lo the public —— in this way it would become a public garden right at
the sate of a great national park, I shall send you a copy of the story of
the parden, being published this week. I mean to make this a wide interest,
thiough publications. You could make thls dream of a God-like simple man
pogsible. Won't you consider it?

AlL this effort on my part is truly altruistic. I have incorporated a
tallk on the garden in my lectures. The man and his wife must not be left
without national help in this matter. Three Rivers is their post office.
You see, I now know your caliber and feel sure you will not pass this by,
Interest in such matters constitutes greatness.

Bless you, lMay your life continue to be as fruitful as it has been
and in me you have enlisted a new admirer, I should even like to stump for
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-rw return again to power in 1940 of the present administration.
Would you need a forceful woman in that field? I'd love 1:.0 serve.

But this Garden J.ssue is my hear‘bfel‘b mur@st at pme:nt. an old {risnd
3 1 feland tolG ¥ i
Please reply at once. AR wh had agh 3"‘.“?-':‘3. ;.,‘..;:;' prond
1L o L Wy, on
Gordn.ally, 1
5 sgd') i JANE  HOLLAN,
732 Catalpa Avenue, .
liebgter Groves, St. Louls, o, ; 5
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the gate of a great National Park. I shall send you a copy of
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ADDHESS ONLY
THE DIBFCTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

~ &

UNITED STATES
Z

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Janmary 15; 1940,

stary Iokes, we have reseived your letter of

238 you deseribe it, muast be a dslight %o see,
fzglve S¢ have it enlarged and made into &

we £3nd theré is no way in which we

Lhene alme ave,
ving thems The a.,aa:wt.z.ﬂce Fou suggest does not coumse
i this Sarvicenor ia 1% contemplated or aubthor-

3 dofining the fenstions of the Oivilian Con-

rdun pessesces the gusiifications of & gounty

AR 4k L) Feals ‘
ire vourdy, the county seat of which is ab
that guestion.

our nabional' paris.

Sincerely rours,

he B Douaray,
Acting Dlrscler. _

ce: llegion IV, with cec of incoming letter
g B“?LP G - Room 5214
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

mich, altheugh wery
SEQUOIA NAT!ONALPAﬁK anid Lovt) AR
TN - T A My SR,
SEQUOﬂMW%ﬁ : AL—'Fa Wi apgy; &8 you have
; _ LESing Jams 1:!-'-':'-'!:.t-:;u;: tis e

O OREFIUE FOR THE DIRRCTOR:

Tha Regional ORfice in Sen Francisco has referred fto us some
earrespondence from Kiss Jeme Holmen %o Secretary of the Interior,
topethsr with your veply of Jamuary 15, mla&lvb*%‘*he Bauman
Gopden which Mise Holman describes as being just oubside the emtrance
of the Fequois Nastlonal Foreetl,

In order that you may have complete lnforamation reaa::dinb this
nather, I wign %o atate thet this garden is located in the Potwilisha
Distriod im Geguoia Hatiomal Park, As outlined by ihe writer of the
letber, ¥r. DBeuman 18 o cevetakar of the Rdigon Compeny flume and
Lives on landg leaged by the cowpuny in the sbove location. Tor a
naanor of yesrs, during sile spare btime, this old Gewman gentlaman has
devaloned & yvary beanbiful pardsn, snd one which is enjoysd by a number
of visitors to the park. However, there is some lndication that he will
be retired in the next pear or two, and he im grexily concermed aboub
his porden., A Caw months ago he -approached me with the propesition that
#@ luduee the power company to turn the lesced land baeek te the Hationsl

Park vevyice, and that we then hire him not only o keep his present

gavden golng, but to exbend it considerably acd include eanough lend so
6 he night inldiste and develop an arboretuma of praetically all the
nztural plants found in Sequoir Netional Park.

0y

Uf course, it is rather difflenlt to hurt the feelinge ol the old
senileman by telling him frenkly that the Natiomsl Park Service, as a
Servic 3, 1& pot particularly ilnterested in a formal gerden of exotie
{iowers, no mutter how beandiful it may ve. However, I did explain io
hin that even if we followed out his suggestioa, we would immediately
aone infto conflict with Civil Serwvice regulstions and thare was no
szeurance that he would be the men selected to handle the job.

I do not kvow just what the final outcome of this matier will be,
ot we have heen under conviderable pressure from loecel garden clubs to
do momething bo sasure the preservation of the gerden which Mr. Bauman
hoe eoebeblisheds £o far we have mersly slated that this is 8 egpare time
prafect af his, and the whole future of ithe project depends upen the
zon Compeny a8 they ocoupy the land upon *-'ahich the project is being

eartiad out, e

red

Ja chall 4o evenythine poseible to have an extension mede in the re-
sment oge of Mr, Bauman, but if seversl thoussands a year extracweresto
be aspigned to this park there ure sevefal projects I would rather have

-

- T -.mm



IALIGHAL ARTHIVES

JNITED STATES
STMENT OF THE iNTU'ﬂ'lOF%‘

OlAL PARK SERVICE
it for than the maintanance of this %mhich. although wry
beaat
ie not o sroper pert of A tatlional park
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Tequeis Waticual Fark, : - :

nk you for your inforkative memorendun of January 25, concernw
1 «m* an Grardon loacsted in the Potwlshe District in sma

Hatlional |

fere appears to be no lack of uﬁﬂm&iw ng o Service
Limltaticns in %hls mm;ter, or of the generzl fealing of affection

rox e ;‘;nr-;i.n,r:-: ard the gentleman who developed 1t, Perhaps the
"1&..'3

| ,'-'J":",:--:_u;‘ 11 approached By enough ‘inaiﬂMB and WWW
- fodl that the gavder should be maintained ag o ¢ompuny emters - o
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130 IONAL ARCHIVES

UNITED STATES : =y :
___ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR//, ./~
O H ] ?75‘»2?;?@;;1%| NATIONAL PARK SERVICE |
MAY 16 1840 l+~ION FOUR

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

liws Davideon tas st Tetwmed from & field txip teo find your

lotber veferring o the Tounsn gaeden in Ssaueia’ Motienal Parky shis
.,i crploin owy esveral days deley dn snswerine.

andocape architech, ix. Davidson reulizes why you are
.':,_i“u suthusiostie oboub, the fine gavden Mr. Buwasn
Dounis, and sheres with you & gréest admiration for
L o eccenplishment to his credit. It 18 wll that
bpen made o permid ;&, Beoman 0 combinuve with his

mding of the fimest of all gardens, the ones
-:‘_L\,J oped wikbout $the aid of mankindg, you

L and syuputhetic with the work the Hst-
mnl:!.u&ima by preserving in the great
zah Maburel Gardens of the Creator, % have a
b :mu sy and an obligatlion te fulfill to the
K -?:r:: m"r_och.ve {theas Medieasl Parks in such munner
1 ke digburbed to She leash posaible eztent by the works
an, vl by desseved i-f.‘. wowhich ere a9 hard to aveld when thess

L by great numbers of the genewsl public. e ’
3 of the hely of people 1ike youvsslf who ;
: ling of lature Yz processes, of gurdens, and @ i
%, %o asplst ws in elueating the public in a i M
Ho)
Seward our pressrvational ef‘far‘m. So many Z g ¥
difficult o undsrstond why we dlscourage and prohibit Ul
: -‘mr vark roeds; vhy we heve rules prohibiting the L
lonsom, of f}.mpvs; why @ 4o aot permail dogs

uhs a2l
16 lowpge in the Porksy vwhy wo do not lsass swmer home
v oo pelley of discoursging the use of expiic flowers’
homes whors our perk sersommel live; why we 4o not,
the kind of exobie, or clity-type, gardens which ¥,

3 :
eg da t.:l'ma;ﬂ.

S dipparaging €86 achievemont of iy, Deunen
s remarihable garden, you yourself will realize
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= ponerel YOLiCY Of Pornitbing a muligy of such gar-
tiovs? sarks, thy wesult would be quite unfortumste,
as® would be modified and- \.he.ngad t0 & certain extent

3 "r‘ﬁ.ic.'.l, dhile they might be K sierpisges of beauty .
o:0allencs OF iodr type, muld still be very atfferent fram the wild
wznoiled character of the wildernmess lands we are chéPpsd with pro-
g & 07 ':*rt.l rule; it will be much bettqr, w8 aye burg you

0 develop such man-made gardens cutside thre baiﬁtﬁm'iea

K 1g -2 G ”‘-‘f ;L L3 g..I“"B.

A%h this genesrad plebure in your :aind, we feel sure you will wish
n‘o:.;i;f und doubtless reconsider the sugsestion you mske &s

icau ol any leglslstion looking toward any specialized

el as o notvional shrizne, for . Pouments fine work, The So~
quais a L, of course, iteeld a National ¥ark, which may be % hought
of 28 § 'J_.v:'.L of theo wry Aig;last type, and vherein the public may
PN rm';;::r.c’;r'ﬂi.i; e seo ond anjey tiae Leauly of Em ,mmnan!s gar&en
witoub my furbher spacialized leg ialation el ce s

2 again wickh 40 eEprogs’ Gur agpreeiqtiﬁn cd,’ your gi-eat interest in
ow Teaks ond dm thelr preservetion and protection, emd ssek your con-
Limusc ouppert and intorsst in our efforts toward that emf,”

Gincsrely yours,

H, Imier
Acting R;egiqnal Dirsctor

0G: Directior
Supt., Secoyen
L




