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"eli r.~'t) I have the honor to irrform OF r. . ~~ ertain 

Sir: 

c i ti·zens of Phoenix, Arizona, are desirous of conveying 
to the United States a tract of land described in the 
enclosed form of warranty deed for the reason ·that on 
the tract are situated some prehistoric aboriginal ruins 
of conside~able archeological interest, one of them be­
ing of great size. Transmitting the deed referred to is 
a copy of a communication addressed to Mr. F. rt . Hodge 
of thef£ureau of American Ethnology of this Insti tution, 
and a etter transmitting the deed by Mr. L. w. Coggins, 
of the Phoenix Title and Trust Company to Colonel J. H. 
McClintock, which are self-explanatory. 

1!1rom correspondence between the Smithsonian 
Institution through its Bureau of American Ethnology, 
and Colonel McClintock, it appears that by reason of the 
appreciation of several of the citizens of Phoenix, led 
by Colonel McClintock, it is desired to deed the land to 

• \ •,.,,,:.I 
I '( ' 

the United States, in the hope that it, .!11§-Y: b,..e.....,,Pr£c l 13:.i_~~"'""'~ 
.... -Natio~al .¥~.UU~~Wld ultimately be scientificS'.IiY ex-
. cavated and repair

1
ed for the ins true ti on of the people • 

. The enterprise is a laudable one and reflects credit on 
· the public-spirited citizens of Arizona who have labored 
in its interest. As the matter, however, is one that 
involves a legal question and one of property right 

'which the Institution cannot answer, I take the liberty 
of referring the entire matter to your Department fo r 
such action as may seem necessary in the premises. 

The Honorable, 

s. 

The Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, D. c. 

Secretary. 
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'llltlarrant~ IDeeb 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PfESENTS : That / 

- - - - - - - - J . T. WARE ancl MINNIJ'i: n. WARE , his wife, 
of the County of Maricopa, State of Arizona, for and in consideration of the sum of 

ONE ( ~il • 00 ) 
DOLLARS to t h em in hand paid by 

GRANTEE herein, ha ve granted, sold and conveyed and by these presents do grant, sell and 
convey unto the said GRANTEE all that certain real property situate in the County of Maricopa, 
State of Arizona, described as follows: 

Co111L1encing at a point in th e Southwest Quarter (SWi- ) of t he 
Northeas t Q.u arter (NEi- ), Section Seven (7), T ownship One (1) Nor th, 
Hange Four ( 4) East o:f the Gila ancl Salt Rive r nase and Mericlian, 
South 400 · 1 0 ' West arid d i s tant 1931. 5 feet from the qu a rter corner on 
the Nortl, side , of saicl Section Sev en (7) at a s qua re stake; the nce 
on a magnetic bearing r±;'lo :zt1;1;;- ~~;~· ~'fS_,t 249;., l ~_;;,.e tr ;- thence So~1th 21° East 
282 .7 fe e t, from~ wh icfl:'\p o ilt\ a 1cottonwo0d1 treel on\ tl;l c west b a nk of 

<,:; "\ , r_ • ' I • I r I ' (: ' .; .J , ' J 

1 tbc Cross · Cut : Oan~l_ be ~r.s ~ South 80° East -13 t:_e~:t 1 /yh;e~..-s_outh 20° 
West 185~ ~e~0.Bt11·ence North 77° Wes t 260 o7 feet; ....:.th~nce North 1° 
w~~-- (36'?,\rp:e~ t~ point of b eginning , containing two and.' .s,evcn4fe;.;:~hs 

l/-.:f-2~(7~~crcs more or less . ,t 1! 1 

l~j i?(3 . ·- ~=---~ 

Together with all rights and privileges appurtenant or to become appurtenant to said lands by virtue 
of the subs~fi{;t~· o pf~ said lands for shares of the capital stock of the Salt ~i~e "'ValleJi JV-ater Users' 
Associatio~ suoj ec~to all the terms, conditions and liabilities incident 1tliereto:·, \ · '.>-> If ( ~; .J 101 1\1[ H r-; ?? fi\ ~) \\ \!I I \ \ I •

1 
I • 

TO HAVE AN -;;-T Q)[ HODD the above describ~\pr
1

o~rty~ 1tog>ther with all and singular the 
' h d . I~ I 2_1. N II /.-'> \ b 1 . ,..-.. l "1" •:....>. GR~ ANTEE I . ng ts an appurten~nces t 1ereto 111 anyi wise~ ~ ong1ng lUnto- t ie said V"\. , 1eirs 

and assigns forever.' An"d the GRANTOR S hereby bind thems e l ves, their heirs, 
executors and administrators to warrant and defend, all and singular, the said property unto the said 
GRANTEE heirs and assigns, against every person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to 
claim the same or any part . thereof. I 

WITNESS our hand s and seal s this 18th day of Octobe r , 1017 . 

.............................................................................. (SEAL) 

.............................................................................. (SEAL) 

............... .' ....... .' ............... :.: ........................... ...... ... (SEAL) 

. . 
. ..................... : ....................................................... (SEAL) 
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STATE OF ARIZONA, 
County of Maricopa. · }ss. 

· Befo~e·· m_e; ----~-'~-------------------·····-·-···· ·-·- ·········:···············-··········-·--··--·-···-····-···--·-, a Notary Public 

i~ and for the C:ounty of Maricopa, State of Arizona, oii" this day personally appeared .................................. . 

.............................................................. J. .•.... T ..•.... W.ar.e .... and ... Arinnie ... .n. ....... War..e., .... his ... J[.i.f.e.,. ............................... . 

known to: me to be the persons .... whose name .. s ...... ar.e. .... subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and 

acknowledged to· me that ...... the~ ..... executed the same for the purpose ........ and consideration therein 

expressed. 

My commission will expire ................................................................................... . 

Given uncle r my hand and seal of office, this ........................ day 

of ............... (lc.t.ol>er. ............. , A. D. i91.!(. .•. 

Notary 'Public. 
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STATE OF ARIZONA, 
· ·County of Maricopa. 
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I, ........ ~· .......... : ........................ : ...... ·------------············~- .................... , County Recorder in and for the County . 

and State. aforesaid, do hereby certify that the within instrument was filed for record aL .............. o'clock, 
t,. i•,' ' ·. • I 

.~ .........• M., on this ..... :.~-------~; ________ : ...... day of .................... ------··········-:. ................ : .... _ .. , 19r.. ...... , and duly recorded : 

i.i+ •Book ·No. ...................... of Deeds, Records of Maricopa County, Arizona, at pages ......................... . 

Witness my hand and official seal th.e ·day. and ·year .first a~oy,e. written. 

··················--·---·------------·-·········--------------······-··--------------······· 
County Recorder. 
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IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO ~---······ --- ···--·--· !'.~- ~'----· - - ·_J __ _5__l ___ 9__8_b._ ___ _ ~--- -
ti 

,_.., 

ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE 

Dear Mr. Mather: 

WASHINGTON, D. C. December 13, 1917. 

In reply to . your letter of December 12, in relation 

to the propriety of creating a National Monument out of lands 
. < 

to be donated by public spirited citizens of Arizona, I have 

to advise that the tract in question lies about five miles al­

most due east of Phoenix, Arizona. The only reference to the 

prehistoric ruins in that vicinity in the General Land Office 

is found in the field notes and upon the plat of survey of 

Township 1 North, Range 4 East, Arizona. In the general de­

scription at the end of the field notes of subdivisional sur­

vey of this township the following occurs.: 

·In the southwest corner of section 7 we discovered 
the remains of an ancient adobe house and wall. The wall is 
a parallelogram in shape and is about one hundred feet long 
and sixty feet wide. It i s situated on a slight elevation. 
This ruin f.rom all appearance was designed for a fortifica­
tion but when and by whom we of course have no means of know­
ing. 

The location of these ruins as shown upon the plat 

of this township is about the center of the east half of the 

northwest quarter of section 7, instead of the southwest 

I 
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Of Seetion 'I. The deser·ip:t;i•n fur.Jal.sheet by the sm1ths·0aian, 

Q;14oted. in your le1ite:r, tQ· evtdelltltt e~;ra>~e-.·s be.eaus!e ·1 t 1<.'l .... 

oa.tee the wln in the SQU:thwest <tu.iart.•• et tlle n~ttle.as·t quute~, 

where.as the b:e·aJ?!lg an4 6is-tanee wl1~ $la0.w tt te ll>e e.:bo••t the 

center et the east hal.f Gf the no:rth\'lest Q;U.~t•!t'• 

Wbe f.lGt:t•tllt!ta •• t~e pl.at la1 "-ll~t•• ~f an -~~)e: hl!luse 

SUl~'1ad.~- 1W • Wlllf • 

lh:ts ·~~IV Qt matie in *pm11,. If,$88·.,. ai,:i~ ap-;p~tved by 

the SlU'treyor GeneMl Oe·t.Q;b.eitt ·a1El,t «11~ t.t>;a'b V'all'. 
~ 

:f$. htAt.e · no luKl1\i$.1' ltl\ttW'l.~d.1;e t:f t.~e matt.a~ l)u.t 1 t 

weul<i appeu '1l.at tt ,_. We#e ••l.~1.e !rlltu 1n t~at io-

oal-4.-t.r eo Ql,.$1e to ··-~'® t!tey .,~4 ltaVte be$n <U&aov:ersd 

alti Ollli86\it4 tn #~ ~ ~--i l:Jet~e, thi$ • 

. l w01A1ld.. ·&qgJ;J.&\,. tl).fJ~Milt0i:e• tllat b.etol'e anv- s.te:1>s be 

take• 10.aJJt•~ t.e1ilt4 tli:o ae·~eIS~l{a4Ht a.r tlle g4ft of the lands 

aoavlPLntng the l"Lltns, under th:e N·at1on.a1 Ma~ent Ae.t, they 

bet Qfet'Q.&~v •aml.at.4 _, .~ oQ•tf)a~ ·authel'~tf &ad a :repel!:t 

ot nib ••emi.at.t<Uh wt.t:h 11?.:eeommendwtt..01a. b. t.· led. in your C)f-

ft.oe. 

Mr. steJ>hen T. M•the~·· 
atreotor .• 

Natie:A;al Park Service. 
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COPY 

Hon. C. D. Wnlcott 1 . 

Secretary The Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D. C~ 

Dear Sir: 

January 8 , 1918. 

Answering your letter of December 18 , respecting the 
pueblo Indian ruin on the Tempe road, four miles east of Phoenix: 

There has been delay, owing to my absence from the city 
and then to my desire to secure added data. 

Included in the tract offered as a gift by local citizens 
is only the main c{:l.Stle, or communal ~ouse, one of the largestin the 
Southwest 1 if not the 11:Lrgest1 about l00x200 feet in main wall di­
mensions. To the westvrurd the ground has been all seeded this 
season in barley, the plowing said to hwe developed little of value. 
To the e astward is an abandoned canal loc ation, 100 feet wide , O\llned 
by the United States Reclamation Service , or its successor in interest, 

.the Salt River Valley Water Users' Association , and beyond that forty 
a cres owned by the County of Maric opa , purch ased as a source for 
paving material. The officers of the Association and County express 
a ll willingness to cooperate and to add acreage if desired to the 
eastws.rd 1 Where are a f e\'/ S 111al ler ruins 1 \•,h il e the Old C Em.al WO Uld 
serve for the dumping of debris. Personally, I consider these smaller 
buildings of r ather small relative importance. There appears to h ave 
been no 1 arge surrounding settlement. 

I believe there will be no difficulty in r eturning the 
Un :i. ted States cle nr title to the main temple mound or in the gaining 
of additional ground to the eastward, in the event it l ater may be 
desired. 

Ver y respectfully, 

(Signed) Jas. H. McClintock. 

I 
_J 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 

( 

...: ·. "':. 

February 11, 1918. 

D:! ar Mr. Albright: 

I am sending you, herewith,· a few suggestions 

on the mound near Tempe, also r.qy report on Casa Grande , 

and my paper on "Prehistoric Ruins of the Gila Valley 11 (vide 

424). The main thing is to accept the mound at once and later 

an attempt ~y be made to develop it. 

Very truly yours , ~ 

/:C~.~ 
Mr. Horace M. Albright, 

Assistant Director, 

National Par~ Se~vice, 

Department of .the interior. 

--·~ · #...,.,,. 

'· 
/' 

.I · 
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Memo1·andum for :Mr. Albright: 
~ 

The large mound situated about 4 miles east of 

Pho.enix, Ariz om.~., near Tempe, conceals a building of the typ,e 

·Of Compound A of Casa Grande, a report on which appears in 

the 28th .Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethno1o.gy. 

Although Qhe corner of the wall that surrounds this mound 

ha.a been destroyed by the encroachment of Cross Cut canal, 

and the mo~d itself has been somewhat mutilated for commerciall. 

purposes, there still remains hidden under ground the walls 

mt a. ·building of large size, having many well preserved rooms •. 

The surrounding wall. is approximately 353 by 246 feet. The 

northeast and northwest angles are entire and when excavated 

will show unbroken corners. The cent:rttl mound is from 15 to 

l8·feet high. A rough pla.n,~from superficial observations,, 

is given on page 428 of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous Col.lee-

tions, Vol. 52, 1910. In the immediate neighborhood of this 

mound there a.re several smaller ones indicating other types 

of buildings. Notwithstanding its partial mu.tilation I have 

no hesitation in recommending that this mound and its sur­

rounding~ be imme~iate]Jr accepted from :Major McCl.intock and 

pl.aced under Government supervision awaiting a time when f'unds 

may be available for excavation and repair. I think that with 

an appropriation of about $3,000 the mound could be excavated, 

repaired and permanently preserved. The vicinity of Phoenix 

would mean many visitors annually, justifying work on it from 

the popular no less than the scientific side. 



~~~~w·~~7~~1 
•I/• 

"io'-,j. 

It is ,difficult to suggest a name for this ruin. 
0 

It is locally cailed by several names: the Pima.designation, 

s•o•am Nyui, is neither'euphonious nor useful~ Why not adopt 
L~ 

some Spanish name; for instance Casa Tempe. I suspect this 
' ~ 

mound is the one mentioned by sedelmair in 1744 ~nd.designated· 

thEr ·L~ Tempe' mound~ by rliint.on · 1n· his .. Handbook of ·Arizona. 
I think it better to follow precadents in the use of 

th~ word .. "Casa" • We :µave CS.ea. Grande , .: casa.. Blanca., etc. 

a.s names of Gila-Salt river compounds and Casa La Tempe would 

be consistent. There is like~ise a scientific reas·on for 

"Ca.sau. These prehistoric buildings belong to a culture area. 

different from the pueblo and that difference is emphasized 

by it. The Phoenix people might object to the. name La Temp_e 

and it mu.st be confessed "Casa. La Tempe" is a mongrel. To 

a.void lpoa.l ~ea.lousfe:~we might adopt cas~ Eusebio, from 

Eu.sebio Kino who discovered and first described Casa. Grande• 

ucasa. Kina.-JJ sounds ·too much like a gambling house• On the 

whole nu preferance would be Casa La Tempe. 

JV~~-

... ~J 
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! 
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i 

-· ··~· -· .:_. ____ ',. ··--·-· ·--···-·--.. --#-0-.. --1.------·~---· .. -----..-..:..~----- ___ .. ________ _ ···--------·-· ···---····· ·-··-·-~----.!_-~ 



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

- 1 

From SMITH SONIAN MISCELtANF:ous Co1.1,1'CT10Ns (Qu,\RTEn1.v JssuE) . 

Vol11111c 52, Part -J, No. 1873. Published A11g11st -J, 1909 

PREHISTORIC RUINS OF THE GILA VALLEY 

BY }. \VAL TER FEWKES 

Wrn1 Frvu P1 .. 1·res . 
At the close of the author's field work at Casa Grande, Arizona, 

in the spring of i908, he received a grant from the Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution for comparative studies of the same type in 
the Gila Valley a1id its tributaries. The following pages contain a 
report of this work, including some additional data collected in 
former years. The present investigation is limited especially to that 
type of mounds supposed to indicate Great Houses like Casa Grande, 
the type of buildings characteristic of southern _-\rizona. As the 
particular object of the study is to determine the geographical exten­
sion of rnins of this kind, many buildings, like cliff dwellings and 
cavate rooms, common on the northern tributaries of the Salt, as 
the Verde and Tonto rivers, are not considered.1 

The Casa Grande type of buildings is practically found only in 
the plains bordering the Gila , Salt, and Santa Cruz rivers, where we 
have every reason to suppose this specialized form of structure first 
arose and later reached its highest development. Although it is 
probable that this type, somewhat modified, occurs in the Tonto and 
San Pedro valleys, it has not yet been recognized along the Verde 
and does not occm, so fa r as exploration has thus far gone, in the 
highlands in which the Salt and Gila rivers originate. It was of 
course impossible, considering the vast extent of desert in which 
the~e rnins are situated and the short time at the disposal of the 
author, to visit all of the ruins in these regions. Although the 
present report cannot be regarded as exhaustive, yet it is believed 

'The forms and general archcologital features of the Casas Grandes of 
Chilmalma appear to be ident ical with those of Casa Grande in Arizona, b11t 
as the pottery objects arc wholly different in the two regions, it would appear 
that there were important c11lt11ral difference~ . 

.... 



~:-~~~t:t~t~n9.:~:QqQ~;N~,g9."~.i~~li~~es.'· .. ·~ .•.... -. -~--------.-------·---·· 
f'4*F':''1it.r.!:i.~..:.::..:Uu•''"''" •iax,;;;;,;.:a>l,l;;;ut'tN7'•w;ii.d.~~':'.;;;.;.:.~.i:.r:..-:.:r~l>..,.~•4Z!.1:~4'.< .. ,;,.~ ••.. :• . . . • . •. . 1. .: : . . ·, . 
:: : 

I. 
/:: 
I . 

. t . 
'\·"':~:<'" 

f· 

} 
I,· 
~· 

r 

I 
I 

t. 

~ .· 

. ,. 
•. 

'.SMI'l'HSONIAN:.MISCELLANltOUS. cor.~~C'l'IONS . VOL.5~ 

.B.-TEMPE RUINS. '· 

: The·:several rui~s ·~ear· Tempe have . the same· general ·compound 
structure asc'those in the Gila Valley, namely, mounds inclosed in 
surrounding walls.1 . ·"It. would appear 'that· the largest compounds 
exist in this -,region,. where· th_ere are some of the best preserved 
prehistoric irrigation; ditches · in: Arjzona. 
:'.·There are severabdescriptions .of the Tempe ruins that might be 

qp?ted .. Mr. r H: Bartlett's account is as' follows :2 

,"On reaching the great pile, I found it to be the remains of an adobe edifice 
frpm two hundredto two' httndred ·and twenty-five feet in .length, by from 
sixty to eighty feet wide, its two side5 facing the cardinal· points. Portions of 
~~wall were visible ont'y.in two places, one near the summit, at the south end, 
where, from the height.:.of .the. pile it must have. originally. been. three or. four 
stories high; ·and the other·'at the northern extremity, on the western side. 
These remains·'just' projected above the· mass of rubbish and crumbled walls. 
'!'he rest formed·_ rounded he~ps of various heights and dimensions, worn into 
d~ep gullies : by th~ rain; the· whole presenting a striking resemblance to the 
mound which marks the site of ancient Babylon. . . · 
._"The higher. walls see_n in. the· sketch probably belonged to a~ inner portion 

of the building.· }llear this· is a conical hill, formed, doubtless, by the crum­
bling away of the higher portion or tower. Near the wall, which projects from 
the lower portion,·. at the ·northern en~ are two large masses of this wall 
w,hich have fallen. .·The adobe_ is. still very hard, so much ·so that I· could not 
break it with the.heel of .niy·~boot. Several broken metates, or corn-grinders, 
Ii¢ about the pile. !' · picked up · a stone pestle and some small sea shells. 
Along the eastern, side.· are, the remains of a long wall, ·extending beyond the 
building, now bi.it,a.roundei:t.he~p, which seemed to have formed an enclosure. 
Oh the western' side is an excavation about four feet deep, and extending from 
sixty to eighty'' feet from th~ :main heap, and along its entire length, from 

. which I suppose; the 111u( ~nd. gi;avel ·fo have been taken to make the adobe. 
To:the northeast,···abot.1i .a:· distance ·of two or three hundred feet, are the ruiris 
of :a circular enclosure~ T~is .was ·not large enough for a canal; nor could it 
have been a. well, as it is too. near· the margin of the plateau where the canal 
r~n, ·which wou~d always furnish a supply of water. At the south, two hun­
dred· yards' distant;· are . the· remains of a small building with a portion of the 
wall still start'ditig~. · . · · ~,>" .' · : · · . · .. 
· ;--"Fro~ th~. sum.il'.tif of: .. the_ principal. h~ap, .whi~h is elevated from .. twenty .. to 
t\venty-five, feet above ·thei·;plain, 'there may be· seen in .an directions si~ilar 
heaps; and about a mile to the east, I noticed a long range of tl,lese. ruins 
riorth ami'South, whickthe<IndianS',saici were of a similar character to that on t. • - ' > - - l ... J. • • ~ • • 

; 1 From this region· and. Mesa City have been obtained some of the ·finest col­
lections , of prehistoric obj ec.t~ found in this valley. Among these may be men­
tioned the·. complete series· collected . by the Hemenway Expedition at Los .' 
:Muertos. and .that 'of Dr. J~' .S. ·.Miller~ obtained from various points in the 
valley. . . . . . . . . . 

• 
2 .Personal Narrative of .. E~plorations. and Incidents,. 1854, p. 245. 

~ • • ' c •• ' • ••• • •• • • • • • ',•.' .. •• : • • • ' - ._ 
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which we stood. In every direction the plain was strewn with broken pottery, 
of which I gathered up 'some specimens to show the quality, as well as the 
style of ornamentation." 

Mr. H. C. Hodge 1 thus speaks of the Tempe ruins;, 

"Six miles east from Pha:n.ix, and two miles from the Hellings mill, now 
owned by Major C. H. Vail, are the ruins of a large town, near the center of 
which is one very large building, 275 feet long and lJO feet wide. The debris 
of this building forms a mound which rises thirty feet above the surrounding 
plain. The walls are standing about ten feet in height and are fully six feet 
thick There seem to have been several cross-walls, and the whole was sur­
i-ound~d by an outer wall, which on the south side was thirty feet from the 
main wall ; on the east, sixty feet; on the north, one hundred feet; and on the 
west side sixty feet. 

"On the north and at the northwest corner were two wings, perhaps guard 
or watch houses. On the south of the outer wall was a moat, that could be 
flooded with water from a large reservoir fifty yards to the south. Several 
other large reservoirs are at different points in and around the main town, 
which was over two miles in extent. 

"A large irrigating canal runs to the south -of the large building, which was 
from twenty-five to fifty feet wide. This canal took the water from the 
Salt River eight miles above, and can be easily traced for twenty miles or 
more below. * * * The largest of the old irrigating canals visited and 
examined by the author is some twenty-five miles above Phrenix, on the south 
side of the Salt River, near the point where the river emerges from the 
mountains. This ~ne, for eight miles after leaving the river, is fully fifty feet 
wide. For this distance it runs in a southwest course through hard, stony 
ground, and enters on a vast stretch of mesa or table-land, which extends 
south and southwest from thirty to sixty miles, having an elevation above the 
r iver of nearly one hundred _feet. 

"At about eight mi les from where this great canal leaves the river, it is 
divided into three branches, each twenty-five feet' wide, one of which n~ns in 
a.rt east of a south course, one nearly south, and the third southwest, the three 
probably carrying water sufficient to irrigate the whole of the immense plateau 
before mentioned. Two mi les west of where the main canal branches arc 
the ruins of a large town, which extends along the mesa for many miles. 

"Near the center of this tO\v,n are .the ruins of the largest building yet dis­
covered. I ts ground ~easurement is 350 feet by 150 feet, with outer walls, 
moats, embankments, and reservoirs outside the main walls, and ruins of 
smaller buildings in all directions. 

"On the line of the branch canals, distant many miles from this on~, are 
other .ruins of towns similar to the others described. Below the great canal · 
and the large ruin described, extending through what is called the ' Tempe 
settlement, are other irrigating canals of nearly equal size to the others, and • 
which were taken out of the river many miles below the large one mentioned, 
and along there are also the ruins of great houses and towns.'! . 

Father Sedelmair, according to the last authority, described a ruin 
36 miles below the Casa Grande, on the same side of the . Gila-_ 

1 Arizona as it is, or the Coming Country, 1877. 
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. • T~e following. quotation~. 
0

evi9ently refors to. the. Te~p~ mound: 
. . . 

"Several. mounds :were-, found.· on the Salt . River measuring from 86 feet 
wide· to 120 feet long. One of these is plainly discernible, as our illustration 
shows~ from the stage r.oad at La Tempe. , On the other side of the river two 
mounds larger in· size· are to. be seen, ·one near Hayden's. mill and the other 
close to ·East Phamix. ·Mr. :Bartlett,· as well as other· explorers~ calls· attention 
to the: fact that the pieces of pottery ·so :-widely scattered show that ·the ve~sels 
were :~11 painted or glazed::white· foside~ an 'art which the Pima and bther 

·Indians·. do not. possess. The La Tempe mound was measured by him; and 
foundi to be.from 200 to. 22s· feet· long~ by from. 60 to 8o wide. This would 
give~ much.larger..ed!fice·~han the Casa Grande. It is.true to the cardinal 
point$' of the compass-a peculiarity common· to all these· ruins and·· mounds. 
Father Sedelmair ·also ·describes· the La: Tempe mound, and gave an account,· 
too, of the three-storied buiiding or ruin there which he found anhe junction 
of:the'. Gila and Sai"hivers.'~ " · ·. · · · · 

; . 1.~GRUT :·~M~ MouNn 

T~e ·largest· ~f ·.an -the mounds· is th~ Great Tempe mou_nd,2 .on 
the left.of ·the main. Phrenix-Tempe·road, about 4 miles from the 

i . . . ' . •. • . . . . . . . : . )~\~~J 

'· ...:~--- ----.-----~ -·----- ---~:--- -li>O~D;- -~~<---~----... __ :;::,f1fi\~~~~~ • 
'-~·11 1 \1;11~~··,i:.~ ,, ... 

J •• ~ : _./ __ .: 

" : Fie:· 7c{· .·Great Te~pe ~found 
, .. - . ~ : . . - . ' . . 

forn,:ier -city. ,'rhis. is·:prpl;>ably::;seen .. ·by· more white people in the 
course: of :a y~ai'. tJ;ian ·any ·~tller:'·rt1in:fa . Arizona. It is conspic1:1otis 
from the. r~lro~ci::an:d: is·:a~·:m'arked object. in all the surrounding. 
c_C,µ§try~ ,.- ·: T}:ie · ~.cl:fu:. ~q~:~4~ .:whl~, J~1eir . w~lls forµi , one . ~£. .· s~veral 
clusters,' cov:er~ng~.µior:e,:thanA<{aci'~s,. ev~dently formerly one of . the 
larg~st settl~e11ts.in- th..e qita~~ait.Valley~ · . . . . · .. ;_ -: ... ' ~ . - _. - ~. . '' ' · .. : .,~ ·. , :· : : '. ' ' .. ·,,·- ·, '.'; . : . ' . . . .. . ~ •. 

~ .. ' ) . ' . 

· 
1 Hinton's HancUfook,."to Ariiona;'.i)i).· 4n;.412.:: · · ·• · · ·· · · 
2 This is possibly,.the· ruin called by Dr. Russell by the name .of the· chief, 

S'o'a_m .NyU'i vaaki-" · ~ '· · ·. 

: ~_; .... ;-

~;~~tr:1ilit~; .. faJ:~~~f c. '.. ;··:;)".;t;l·, .:; i:~f:::,LL ·'·. ' ~-> ... : L~=: -=· • ...,... ~----=·:~:}_:~~~=·~-~/~:--::: ... ~/ '!.' 
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· · The Jargest compound. (fig. 70) is oriented north and south, the 
wall surrounding it being approximately 353 by 246 feet in dimen-

. '~ions.· The north wall and the northeast and northwest angles of· 
the:·compound are entire, and were the earth removed would show 
itnbrokerr corners. ·The whole west walL from the northwest to the 

, ~ob.thwe~t. corner is likewise· i~· 'fair: :condition; but the southwest: 
arigle1:the ·southwest .. wall, ~nd the .. southeast· angle are more or less 
broken,,;the latter having ~been· washed ·away· by the "Cross-cu~"· 
·canal..' ·'.The· ro~d following this· canal cuts across the southeast side 
and'.thei!Fhrenix-T~pe·roa,Ci·has more.or less obscured or dest.royed 
'the south•wall . 
. '··: Th~l~rge .central. mound of. this; compound :has been somewhat 
mutilat~d~1 .. It is from 15 ~o. I~ feet high and shows walls of many 

. :roo~s;-:.~pme oftheiµ c.Q11~t~U.c.t~cto.~:~tone .laid in ~dobe wi~h smooth 
surfaces; · This · .mourid was evidently once covered with fragile 

· · w~lled: l)uildings' like those on . Compound B of Ule Casa Grande 
. group;'.~ut at present _th<::_.supportshave decayed and the walls are 
cover.ed}'by :fallen debris~ ' ' . . . . 

·Ther~'. are . several other. smaller . mounds in this group, among 
.: · · · whic~ :i;day be mentioned a circular depression or reservoir, ~vaski, 

I,4c#: f~et north of this compcmnd. About 2,230 feet north of it 
therc;;,)'s'.~~a. cluster of ni'ounds, one··<;>f them in part excavated •many 
yeai:s··agp·,~y Mr.·.·F.H. Cushing.2 . 

. . . : 0£ .. ~~@:.:s~v~ral _oth~r, ·~oµ,nds,J1J :this vicinity the largest has the 
· .forri:i·'jof>:~( .. coinp.ound: ancLis 1~itu~ted about 600. feet west .0£ the 
· ·~J.'st~.'.>·]~is'·~~q~p~~,1?-4 ·,~a;s.::tp(!~:.g~,~~q1tform: of· the· type" but)t .has 
. no central mounds indicatingl~rge buildings. Apparently its rooms 
w~re f~gile walled habitations: and it closely resembles Compound C 
C).~ ~~e.'.£~.sa:prancde.gi=,o~p ... , ;: · 

• ·,1 . . • 

~·· :2.~C~oit .'..CoMroUND 
'JhJ~,¢o~pou~d, ~·~~~.ated ~b6ut -~ mile ~~d. a half west ~f Tempe, 

·was n.ofvisited in 1907, :~uLwa.s .. ~xamined by the.author in 1892. 
The m~sive walled building· is· considerably worn down and reduced 

h. . ~~?~t ~6 the le,:vel ·of the s~rrpu~ding plain. · 

. "1 ~X~~atfons ·into the e.ast side of this mound were made several years ago 
by,,tJie'.·~izoµa. ·Antiquarian • Society. ·The idea that the · rooms of ·this mound 

' were::sub~~i:rane(in is erroneous, and the indications are th~t there' were floors 
o~e,.,~l?<)v~.·:another as at-Compound :B;.in the Casa Grande group, one room 
befu.g · _bu~lt ;on the: :d.ebris : ·that . had accumulated after the lower had been 
deserted. ; ... " . · . · . . : .. ., . . . . · · . ·,: · · · · 

: ,:;P~{~rom;~he· many :small :·mo~nds: in :'thik-° vicinity this cluster· of rooms was 
< ·~ted . Lo~; ::P.u.eblito~ ·.by: Mr .. F •.. :a. :cushiiig, who first opened. them.· 

~ . . ' ' : . ·- . - ~ ~ . - ... - . . 
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j JAS.H.M!:CLINTOCK 
PHCENIX,. ARIZONA 

April 3rd, 1918. 

F. w. Griffi tli; · A·ctihif Directc>r; 
N~titih~l-Park Service, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

. . Ref err irig. t«:> · yoti.rletter of March 2nd· •.. 
1··am--V1ritirig"to ··advise you· that there mu-st be delay· 
i'n··cobriect101fwith ·the'propo·se·d gift for ·a na:tiona1· 
inoritimerit of the .. tract ... of· land· ·embra·cing the pre-AZtec 
ruin on the T~mpe _R,~_ad,. f_o,ur_ ~~i,es east of P~oenix. 

At~·the· time· ·of-my letter· ·or .. oc·tober· 20th, 
th·e· ·tract ·was available for transfer immedlately. 
I regre·t· very much that vri thin . the .. pa.st sixty. days 
the· ·ownership has· ·changed· and the ruin has been 
i Iicl lid e C. in . the sale . by. Mr ... J •. To Weir· to an in• 
div1duaI who ia·· tinders to od to ask a very consider­
able sum for relinquishment· of his title. Therefore 
I would. ask that this mat·ter be filed for further 
consideration at such time as I may be able to 
bring it up. 

The tract, according to our knowledge 
here, has only very remote rights for irrigation, 
though adjoining land now is being irrigated tem­
porarily as a war measure. ·I do not believe that 
any assessment obligations whatever would be con­
veyed by transfer to the government. In the event 
that we sect11re the deed, I shall take care that all 
of your suggestions are carried out. 

I regret deeply that the matter cannot 
be c~ff~ed 6tit on the lines first suggested. for 
the :ruin .. itself I· consider the most important 
wfthiif ·the .. southwest~· the large.st of the many within 
the .. sart River· Valley·, ·with a· ·ground area six times 
as large· as .. that· of· Casa Grande. It lies only a 
couple of.·hundred yards distant from ·the Salt River, 
near the line of a large ancient canal and splendidly 
si tuat·ed for inspection by a large tourist class 
that needs some· ins true ti on concerning the reali tie a 
of the ancient dwellers of the Southwest. 
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· ···· ~-·· ~- ··'Dcfc=t·or Fewkea·-had··pranned- .aome.thing·rn-·-the 
way·· or a.-musefuif~"·reaa11y· ·a:vai:laorevto the ···travel'lers 
on-·thi:f manClfighway c»f-~l~he · sc>ifthwest, .. whlch passes 
only a quarter of a mile to the northward. 

· ·· '. .. · ·- · I. ]iave ··Tn te·re s ted ··the ··Court ty -Supervisors, 
who o'ffe:r··'"a11:·'po·a·siore ··aasistance·~·-.. tliough"they may 
not be-·able, unde:r·:the·1a.w; 'to-make the·aasi·atanoe 
fihancJ:a.1~· .. T!nr···augge·stions made oy Doctor .. ·Fewkes · · 
for maminif .seemea ··to me· superlor · t·a that .. or· "Papago", 
for .tlie-Papago"·· tribe never. did .. have any ·corinecti.on 
wfth this-"immedia;te ... locallty·, which seems to have 
be'eii ab·soltitely Untenanted. from the days of the 
PUeblo dwellers down ·to-··the time ·of the settlement 
of· ·the .. ·whi t'E~"·marf,' in 18080 --·-'Padre Kiho saw· the- ·-valley 
rr·om tlie ·;;unc"tro:n··-~a.r·· the""'GIIa and ·sa.1t· ·aboti t .. 1697, 
when M"ange·rs --narrat'fve refers· ·to· Indian-tales··a.·t· · ··· ...... 
Casa Grande of'' similar ruins a day's journey northward.'' •. . ... . ..... ~ -' ..... ~ " 

Very sincerely, 
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bEP'ARTMt:NT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. 

WASHINGTON 

~· de,ar IW• MC-Q.l..intoO'kt-

. . . . " I . hava ~e&e:l.y~d you~ l~~t~f:' o~ Apr$l 3 1 and.. l . ~e.g~~t 
1· ·~;n<jet,el1 · t·ll le~n ·qt the· ~em2!.i0·atJ.9}1~ tlla.t bait~ ma.Cle it 
. ~~~·$1~~ to · prO,ce~d. with ~M. tranaft;m of the p~op~~'V' .on 
;1. ~~~:n . ;tli~· :Qli1 ~ :neal7 Phe~~x. l.$ __ l9a~teici t~ :bhn F~ds:vc . 

-.. • · Gfte~f;fnt. ~Q'ft pP~tion anct tre'vel..opmat_it a.s a nat:iollal ttienll• 
' ltl~·ti 

• I 

. . . . . .Q~ : QO\mSe1 the M1· r,~epons ibilt~y. f9t' th.a ·qe,l~y 
1• ·in tllis matttet"'-,must. ~pat w:ith tlte G~·ent>Jll6nt.,.. n.~ w-ith th·e 

· : ~1t\h.lio~p~it~d.· ~itiz·~~ wha~!JJl.:$1:i fall1ma~: ths pfof3'.~t74tion 
' . 'or · t.b,is ~in pb~t;l~bl~~· . Oompli-oations a.,nd de~,_ bOJleY.et,, 
,; ~ppe~ .to .l:ie :ins1l:£~abl.e. in ~ m..a~t~l" ·of'' tb$.~ ~n4 .whev~ J.esfil1. 

· '. ~bst.a<Jl-ett and qu:e$t.iopa· e>f· pol,!cy mu.st be- anal1~ed. bat ove 
;; . prioq~etJ4tJg. - te> df;lf~:n~h-~ a:o.t;o;n.11 
'; '. ~ 

. ,..... . . . As . ~ matter.· 0:t' ~~ Ui· tihia oas~ tJle, Pepal'tmen-&, of 
: · : . ~t.P• !nt,e~i.9f had no in.£.ottnat.!. on rega:i,"4ing t:ll~ : :;-:uin a.yall~bl.e,, 

.. .a.n4 w~ f~ :lt; neo:e~$~Y to .al\lmmunieat.e w:i, th . th, ~mithaqtdfU:l 
. ·. : .. ·:1.rult~:ln.itl.on a.bout it. ~~t ~t.. th~ t~e ¥'~ all -qf. -the. Gw~rn~ .. 
. · .. mfnb. ~epa~men~s wer.e b~ily e:ngageQ. ~n harid).~ !J..~&islat1.ve . 
·' : tnatterts* ~p~ct·a·ll:y ~1'p:rop~:Lati;9n$ f~ tlie· ~~t '1:1se.a.l tyeai' .. 
. , : 'f'.b.l• .~a'S p~ir~y· tf;lspondble · for tbe 19s~ of t:l.m~· 

I shall fiie t he: pa~rs in this matte1r f'.or. the 
; p~eBent. 'bu,t, :.;f;t~ali wait lVS:.th inter·~st. th~ Qi',~s~t . pf yo"a°t' 

· • . ~th.at-· .efi'o~-~~· to s~o:u.re tit'.l,e: tO' the t"ui?il pro~,~~i. I 
. _:, ?J\~$~a .~tt tl~lil-'tl, Wl;itllt t'b~ piatte~ i~ ~~$11' p:r~j!ertted, t .ll. th~ De .... 
·.· '.· p.B.l'~ent . we ~U )re. a.~le t"O plaoe it befota Setn"et~y Lana 
. _; t o'Jf· f;in~}:~1(Ae.n ~t.Ji~~ ~ d.lJJ.J.ly. 1'tllateve;rt'» 

Q~~d:i4l:t.;r Y~!t'$-; 

MJt~. ifa.$ ~ rh MOOl.int~.ok,. 

Phoenix, Arizona.-

. . ·~, 
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D"EPAFff-ME:NT OF ;i ·H·E: "INTERIOR 

· .'. ·· NAT.IONAL~:· PA·R-K SERVICE 

~ · ..... ·: ' . .. : • WAS.H l'NGTO~ 

•· 
~ ~ f ' 

' . 

~ ~~ Mr,. ·t~Ql~ntobk; 

· '.;. · . ~ot y~. ~fQl'Jllation r am ino1l)aing .a oo!?f 
< ,• , 9.P ·a. l~ttet" ;t-uat. t.ecei,.ve<l from ;t~e Ao.t?ns Dil,'e,otor Qt 

' .r:. ·~~ . Unlted qtates. Reolatte'.t:ton Sen:tc,;e iri. tlega,i,"Cl. t.(). tlle 
:· '_ tra~t of l?-nl inolu.dl.ng the ruin ~ear Tampe ;yhi?h. yQu, 
..! are ·endeav~ring to seO\\l'e for nat:i.or'A1 tnonwnent ~pos ... 

es, 

::: ;' (Sgd.) STEPHEN T. MA1.'HE:R 

.· · .. ~" .,l'runet:J l! ... Mobl;tnto~k, . 
fil~ing Building~ 

Fha$Ji¥ 1, AiJ.zo~a. .. 

" ",; :tnq. 25'57 ... 
• • t' . .' • 
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