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NOTES ON THE CACTUS FOREST AREA NEAR FLORENCE , ARIZONA. 

·Robert H. Rose , Park Naturalist~ 
Southwestern Monuments. 

The Ameri can Desert of the Southwest is the great Cactus 
area of the worldo From the baby Pincushions to the giant Sahuaro; 
member s of the 11Fantastic Clan11 contribute their part to the lure 
and charm of the desert. 

Solemn, majestic, even mysterious~ the Sahuaro dominates our 
interest wherever it is found. These giants of the desert tower 
above the baby Pincushions~ Ohollas~ Ocotillo and Palo Verdeo 
High mountains loom up in the distance while the setting i s completed 
by the soft bl ue sky overhead9 NatUI'e has done well in choosing 
these strange plants to carry out her wierd and fantastic themeo 

CONSERVATION OF TYPICAL DESERT AREA NEEDED 
vast 

Th:rough agricultural development and expansion~areas of 
unspoiled desert have been destroyed. SUch areas are becoming 
more and more difficult to find 9 Thousands of acres embracing 
hundreds of square miles over which the giant Sahuaro once reigned 
have in the pa.st two decades come under the plOW<D Some species of 
Cacti are vanishing at an al arming rateo• Each year thousands of 
Prickly Pear; Pincushion and Barrel Cacti are r emoved from the 
desert and placed in cactus gqrdens and other artificial environ­
ments. A program of conservation should be completed as quickly 
as possibleo All ar eas of outstanding quality should be studied 
and the best selected and placed under the administra·l;ion of the 
NNational Park Ser vice• 

CACTUS FORES!' NEAR FLORENCE; ARIZONA. 

Several times in the past the writer's att ention has been 
called to an expanse of cactus on the Ray road east of Florence; 
Arizona. Thinking that observations rID:ght prove of value in giving 
proper consideration to the area the writer visited it on two 
occasions. A list of photographs accompany these notes o 

The cactus grovrth continues unbroken for more than six miles 
· from wher e it starts approximately five miles ea.st of Florenceo The 
north-south extent is about the same 9 The Bay road~ impr9ved and, 
in spl~ndid condition f or travel j traverse.s .. its entire ee,st-west 
extent~ :Mountains loom up in the distance ~n every direction giving 
the ~a a particularly beautiful settingo Numer ous species of 
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Cacti are well ~epresented throughout the area. On several occasions 
from . seven to nine species were identified within a radius of thirty 

0 five feet from--:tile" point of observation. These included (1) Sahuaro 
giganteus, or Giant Cactus; (2:) Prickly Pear; . (3) Four species of the 
Cholla·variety of Opuntia, including the Buckhorn and J"umping varieties; 
(4) several species of the t'-- :~ Pincushions; (5) and the Barrel type 
ot Echinocactus.. Ocotilla-a:a.d Pa1o Verde occur in abundanceo One 
corner of the Cactus Forest is made up almost. entirely of the Ocotilloo 
Palo Verde and Ocotillo add much to the beauty and charm of any cactus 
forest and they should receive consideration in any final selection. 

Supplementary Features 

The.western margin of this Cactus Forest is ~anked by a high 
ridge of' basalt; a black volcanic flow rock. Lbru.pt east~facing 
cl.:tff's overlook the Cactus Forest and on their tops and fronts are 
pictographs graven there by vanished hands• These pictographs-or 
perhaps more aceuratly; petrographs;- are e~pe~ci.ally ~nterest~ng in 
tha~ geometric designs greatly outnumber human and anfmaJ f'iqures• 
These carvings occur in three places almost in stone's throw of 
one.·.anothero Their total .. ~ent :is equj;.Ye].ent to ·~about seventy five 
:yards of unbroken clii·~ee · fifteen fee~ high covered with :pictures. 

Status of Lands 
.. 

U:pon ~siting the Recorder.ts Office, Pinal. County, the ~,ter 
learned that. practically all of this land is publ;i.c domaino Some 

·homesteads have. been taken up and more rights are sure to be filed 
as tilne goes ono It is this ever~increasing complexity on status 
of lands that·.,behooves our Servfce to make afinal survey and decision 
on a typical' desert or cactU.S ar~a at the earliest possible memento 
Further inquiries s4ould be made of the nearest u.s. General·~La nd 
Office regarding the status o:t: the lands~ 

In general.; the writer feels that (1) aceessi bil.i ty to trans~ 
continental and Phoenix~Tucson travel; (2) beauty o:t: setting; (3) 
density and perfection of Giant Cactus growth; (4} the abundance of 
Ocotillo and Palo·-verde growth to enhance this beauty; (5) and the 
l~ge nmilber of s~ecies represented over the.whole area:, are some of the 
factors.that· maK,e this region take high rank among the cactus J'orests 
or the Southwest. Caref'Ul study of this region shouJ.d be made from 
every standpoint in order to de·tennine whether or not it is the best 
among many similar areas proposed• 

.H . 
or:espectf'ul.ly submitted, 

.-~~. 
~~~ H. Rose, 

Park Naturalist. 
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Fig. 1. 

Giant Cactus, Palo 
Verde , and Buckhorn 
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"SENTINELS OF THE DESERT" 

Fi g . 2 . 

(Note: f riii.tt on ends of sterns and arms ) 
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Fig . 3 . 

(Fruit on topmost tips) 
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Fig. 4 . 

11 CTIOLLA FOR'iliT" 
(Note Sahuaros in di s t@ce) . 
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" .. JONA ... '11CH OF Tl:G DESEF'.J."' 
(Note fruit on t i ps ) 

Fi g . 6 . 

"THE OCOTILLOS'' 
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Fi r; . '7 . 
CER.::.\JS GIG.ANT:WS J......:J PALO ~E 

r r !.(..I -1- 0"7"\ + ,·~ 

Fi e . 8 

PALO VEfmE , CHOIJ.. IB , ill.JD PRICKLY P3.AR 
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(Not e frtht on tips ; also Ocotillo , 
Prickly Pe~r , Chol l a and Palo Verde . 
Mcny Pi ncushions are hidden) . 

Fi g . 10 
PALO VERDE i·J)DS DEPI'H, RICHN?..BS AlID Bii:ADTY TO 

.AREAS OV3R llHICl~ R!!."""TGN TIG"~ D:!:S::RT GL\NTS . 
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Not e Buclchorn, Challa , Prickly 
Peax and Palo Verde o 
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Location: 

History 
and 

Remarks: 

Status: 

(.PROPOSKD hcTOS Ai& NAT. I«OHU!iENT! ARIZ· 

"'.ase 1'alled the XoSb.'lllE--Wz e11 -s$. 

Located five miles east o:r Florence, Arizona. 

.Asst. Park Naturalist, Robert H. Rose, submitted a 
report on this area, dated July 26, 1932. In his letter 

of October 1, 1932, the Director sug~ested to supt. Pinkley 
that he and ~!r. Rose continue to investigate cactus desert 
areas in Arizona. On ?·~arch 31, 1932, Mr. Toll subr.11 tted a 
'favorable report, ~ ~ •. 11.;: ,.. ... , .. c:..-.. • .' 

Awaiting further investigation. 




