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71st CONGRESS / 2

2D SESSION ;p

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Arrin 4, 1930

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs

To provide for the commemoration of the Battle at Talladega,
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Alabama.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
ties of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That for the purpose of commemorating the Battle of Talla-
dega, in the State of Alabama, on the 9th day of November,
1813, the Secretary ol War is authorized and directed to
acquire approximately one acre of End, free of cost to the
United States, at the above-named battle ﬁeld;- fence the
parcel of land so acquired or demarcate its limits; and erect
a marker thereon.

Sme. 2. There is authorized to be appropriated the
sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, fo

carry out the provisions of section 1 of this Act.
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Suc. 3. The land acquired under section 1 of this Act
shall be under the jurisdiction and control of the Secretary
of War, and there is authorized to be appropriated for the
maintenance of such tract of land and marker a sum not to
exceed &5250 pel" annum.

Passed the Senate April 1, 1930.

Attest: EDWIN P. THAYER,
Secretary.
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| Calendar No. 79
Tlstr CoNcrEss } "' SENATE s o { Rerorr
2d Session fifk ' No. 81

COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF TALLADEGA,
: ALA.

JANUARY 6 (calendar day, Jaxvary 11), 1930.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. Brack, from the Committee on Military Aflairs, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 2596]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the bill
(S. 2596) to provide for the commemoration of the Battle of Talla-
dega, Ala., having considered the same, report favorably thereon
with the recommendation that it do pass.

This bill conforms to the recommendation of the board of officers
appointed by the Secretary of War to make a study of battle fields
in the United States for commemorative purposes, as authorized by
act of Congress approved June 11, 1926, which recommendation is
contained in Senate Document No. 46, Seventy-first Congress,
second session. The battle field of Talladega, Ala., is listed under
Class II-B of the board’s classification. In connection with Class
1I-B the board says in part:

If Congress determines that any battle field or place of military historic
interest in this classification should be commemorated, the proper method
generally would be to erect a monument, marker, or tablet on the site, to fence

the land required when deemed advisable, and in certain cases to build an
approach to the memorial over and on the ground acquired by the Government.

Col. H. L. Landers, of the historical section, War Department,
who made the survey in Alabama, makes the following statement:

In the early part of the nineteenth century the region south of the Tennessee
River, in what is now the State of Alabama, was generally referred to as the
“Creek country.” This powerful Indian nation had been persuaded by the
noted Shawnee chief, Tecumseh, and the Prophet, to join a confederation of
Indians for the purpose of exterminating the white invaders of their lands.
When the second war with Great Britain was imminent, Tecumseh turned the
strength of this confederation over to the British.

What was to be a bloody war of extermination started with the massacre of
Fort Mims, Ala., on the 30th day of August, 1813, engaged in by a band of 1,000
blood-erazed Creeks under a near-white leader, William Weatherford. The great
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2 COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF TALLADEGA, ALA,

menance to the colonists along the Gulf basin had been realized for some time by
the Federal Government, and plans were made to defeat this nation of hostile
Indians to the point of extinction. To this end it was proposed to invade the
Creek country by sending three columns against it. One force of 1,500 militia
was to come from Georgia, another of the same strength from Tennessce, and a
third, a regiment of Regulars, was to advance up the Alabama River. The
three forces were to be under the control of Maj. Gen. Thomas Pinckney.
Before this plan could be carried into effect, however, hostilities began with the
battle of Burnt Corn, followed by the massacre of Fort Mims.

This terrible slaughter of women and children roused the whole southeast to
action without waiting for the Federal Government. The citizens of Tennessee
were (garticularly anxious about the safety of their southern and western frontier,
and Governor Blount called the militia of the State into active service. Maj.
CGen. Andrew Jackson was given command of the troops from the western part of
the State and Maj. Gen. John Cocke those from the eastern part. General
Jackson had been seriously wounded in a duel early in September, but from his
sicle bed directed the concentration of his troops at Camp Blount, Fayetteville,
Tenn., where he finally joined them on October 7, 1813.

Meantime it had been learned that the Creeks were threatening Huntsville,
Ala., and Brig. Gen. John Coffee was hastened to that point at the head of a
detachment of Cavalry. On the 10th of October Jackson broke camp at
Fayetteville and hurried to join Coffee. He brought troops with him to the
number of 2,000, while the strength of Coffee’s force was about 1,000. Jack-
son’s plan of operations was to establish a base at Fort Deposit, at the most

LY southerly point of the Tennessee River, another some 50 miles distant at the
Ten Islands on the Coosa River, and from thence continue down the Alabama
River in the direction of Mobile,

While engaged in establishing one of his base points at Fort Strother, Jackson,
on the evening of November 7, 1813, received word by an Indian messenger
that at Fort Lashley, 30 miles to the south of the Ten Islands of the Coosa, 160
friendly Creeks and their women and children were besieged by a large body of
hostile Creeks. Jackson determined to go to the relief of the friendly Indians
with all possible speed, and at midnight a fofee of 1,200 Infantry and 800 Cavalry
commenced ecrossing the Coosa, By a foreed march the column arrived within
6 miles of Fort Lashley before nightfall, '

At 4 o’cloek on the morning of the 9th of November Jackson moved toward
Talladega, and three hours later his force arrived within a mile of the hostile
Creeks and dispositions were made to attack, The Creeks' numbered about
1,000, under the leadership of William Weatherford, who had perpetrated the
Mims massacre. The field on which the battle occurred is very largely within
the confines of the city of Talladega. The action was sharp dnd - decisive.
Jackson’s Tennesseeans were determined to avenge IFort Mims, and the hostile
Indians were terribly slaughtered. Jackson reported that ‘299 were left dead on
the ground, and no doubt many more were killed who were not found.” The
American casualties were 15 killed and 85 wounded. Upon the conclusion of
this victory Jackson hastened back to Fort Strother to complete the establish-
ment of that depot of supplies. :
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
Decemser 4 (calendar day, Decemeer 11), 1929

vack introduced the following bill: which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Military Affairs

Jaxvanry 6 (calendar day, Januvary 11), 1930

Reported by Mr. Brack, without amendment

A BILL

To provide for the commemoration of the Battle at Talladega,
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Alabama.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rey.)resenta-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That for the purpose of commemorating the Battle of Talla-
dega, in the State of Alabama, on the 9th day of November,
1813, the Secretary of War is authorized and divected to
acquire approximately one acre of land, free of cost to the
United States, at the above-named battle field; fence the
parcel of land so acquired or demarcate its limits; and erect
a marker thereon.

Sec. 2. There is authorized to be appropriated the
sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to

carry out the provisions of section 1 of this Act.
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Sec. 3. The land acquired under section 1 of this Act
shall be under the jurisdiction and control of the Secretary
of War, and there is authorized to be appropriated for the
maintenance of such tract of land and marker a sum not to

exceed $250 per annum.
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(\?&7?329) UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE e
TALLADEGA . NATIONAL PARK TAAFS 5

o 2983
FILE NO. 0-3%

PART I

WATIONAL HISTORICAL PARES

TALLADEGA

LAST DATE ON TOP

IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,

. 6. GOVERNMENT FRINTING OFFICE: 1933 6—T7410 Director.
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PROPOSED TALLADEGO NATL. HISTORICAL PARK, A F
ALABAVA, ¢

The scene of several battles during the Indian War
of 1812-1814. Contains the graves of 27 Tennesseeans
who rendered brave service to Andrew Jackson.

Said to contain 300,000 acres.

Brought to Mr. Wirth's attention by letter dated
Jan. 21, 1934, from G. T. licElderry, Talladega.
He suggests that it be called the Andrew Jackson Park
or Reservation, and that a dam be built with CWA labor,
across Cheaha to form a lake to protect the farm lands
from floods and erosion and so help the farmers in this

viecinity.

lir, Wirth replied %o lir. McElderry on Feb. 26,
1934, stating that he had asked the Historieal Division
to make a full and careful investigation and would advise
him of what action, if any, this Service will take in
regard to his proposal.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS,
BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS

STATE PARK CONSERVATION WORK

Washington, D. C.
November 18, 1933

Colonegl Page 5. Bunker,
Commissioner of Forestry,
Montgomery, Alabama,

Dear Golonel Bunker:

Incloesed hsrewith is a copy of & letier from G. T. McElderry

whioch we are forwarding to you for such agtion as you may sare to

take.

Sincerely yours,

Herbert gyigon,

Supervisor,

State Park Conservation #ork.
Inclosure 335008 /xf

/

DEA: phw i

¢ for Melvin 8. Borgeson

i

! g -
g f A ‘r,tw..‘.-_r_.“‘ Lo
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Telladega,slabama, ; 1 ,/ A
\ -
Deceuwber 30 1933, &’

' Hon.Conrad L.Wirth,
ags't uirector,bept Interior,
Washington,b.C.,
vear kr . Wirth:

1 was very glad to get your
letter of the &<6th,and feel assured that investi-
gation of the project will prove worthy the attens
tion of the state and Federal Govermuents:Far more
80 than to waste money on the parusites in the Cla
pureszu.l saw at least 75 men.supposed to he earn-
ing 40 cents an hour,all leaning on their shovels
as we passed by,not caring « tinkers dam whehher
any worth while work was accomplished or notiii
they could draw their breath and pay at government
expense.:& machine gun is what they need to teach
them they had to _sarn money now being paid them.

it is evident that men are now holding high posi-

tions under the present administration,are doing

all in their power to discredit the administration
of kr.Roosevelt.Farmer whe produce the wealth of

the country,are being discriminated aguinst,{nlfa

vor of the parasites aforgsaid,who crewte nothing
except trouble an expense.

Cordially and sincecrely

G.I.hcﬁlderry,
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Talladega,Alabuma,

UQG-15 Jgfﬁi,

uo;.Conf;d wirth,
ass't Director,
Department of Interior,

usar Mr.iirth,

Replying to your letier of
the 12th imst:Pleasse permit me® to say that We ae
first thought to build a dam for the purpcse of
forming & lake for fish,and as weé have been trying
for four years to get a ressrvaiion of the 500,000
acres Hast of iralladega,to conssrve the tinbwsr,pro
tect geame and a4t the same time develore one of ths mx
most beautiful spots in Alabama.lhis is cne of thexke

best damrg sections in Alabamea,and I thought power
could be developed for 115htinv the thrse camps in

n the propeosad reservation,as well as furnish enough
power for a smali‘fbed'mila,to prepare mixed feed
for dairy cattle:The cut over land would furnish
excellent grazing during the summer for cattle,and
grazing the foredt would lessen fire hazard,as veg-
itaticn after frost burns like tinder. :

saj.Alex O.laylor went over the project with‘ma twice
and it was his opinicon thaet ths Bureau of Burastryh
could have the 0.LC.0.boys,located in camp S 52 could

easily build the dam,or & sucssseion of dams cn Cheaha
cresk, %revmntlng OVUPfLOW and erosion of farm lands for

20 miles.Cheaha enpties into Chogolocco creek six miles
below the propesed dem,and OChoccolocco creck empties in-
to Coosa river some 14 miles below the point where Cheah

. joins Chocolccco cresk.

I wag told the Department of War has charge of all ero-

sion projects,but iir.Robt Fechner says it is under his

supervision.l dont vare & continental who has charge of
the work,but it seems to me that as there is a C.C.C.camp

in-half mile of the preoposed dam,it will be economy for
camp S B2 to do this much needsd work.Cheahs Park is
8ix miles from the proposed site selected for & dam,

and the source of Cheaha creek is & spring about one
fourth of a mile from Cheaha Park.
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I am taking the liberty of enclosing & Itter publish

ed in the Talladege Paper Dec.l2.I do not know who
has charge of the C.W.A. work,but farmers are entitls

. ed to some consideration.The Diretor of this work at

Talladega says the authorities at Washingtom instruc
ted him to give preference to the town fol& out of
employment .These folks are parasites,and the farmers hav

been producing thef money that supported these people
ell the year.Why discriminate against the wealth pro-
ducer,in favor oftthe damn parasites who do not want
to work,but want to lean on thefr shovel and be support

ed by farmers,who have not heen receiving money enough
for their products topay taxes,and tens of thousands

farmers in Alabame are advertised for sale for taxes.
Cordially & sincerely
G.T.McElderry
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‘|wealth in the cotton

were applied strictly.
So the big question now is: How
are we|going to use it? .

\J
a

FROM MR. M'ELDERRY

To the Editor of The Home:

getting a square deal i nthe alloeca-
tion of government work, Give the

Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives
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The farmers of Talladega are nont

farmer that to wkich he is justly en-
titleq and you are giving it to your;-
self The farmers of Talladega coun-,
ty produced $1,500,000 of uew:
cr'op. This .
wealth, wasg not taken from some
is new money and the money paid
the farmer for work on the roads
and other government projccts will
]he spent in the town for shoes and
socks, for hats ang clothing for his
children, not for coffeg for South
America, for the farmer’s children
drink milk produced on the farm,
not for meay and lard t‘hat comes
Chicago, not for canned goods thit
comes from God knows where. The
farmer has hig own meat this year
produced on the farm, canned goods,
jellies and other sweets from his
own garden. The goods sold the
farmer do not as a rule, takes heavy
freight—much of the cost taken up
| in transportation. The farmery
I money abides with town people. The
crowd shown a preference have been
supported by tkhe Red Cross all the
year in the main, Money paid these
: people goeg for meat and lard from
Chicago, coifeg from South America,
sugar from Cuba and canned goods
from out of the state. The little
rake off for profit is the only thing
that remains with our merchants.

1 Give the farmers~a square deal and

'the thousands of dollars paig for
hauling gravel and slag for the roads
will practically all be sizen{ with the

\

merchants for such goodg as take
the best profit and least cost for
transportation. Help yourm,@\hy giv-
ing the farmer a square deal.

G. T. MELDERRY.

. TODAY

; 20 YEARS AGQC|
J

|

]
|
"
l’
“as recorded in the !l’
columns of ]

THE DIALY HOME

other man, but from mother earth, it {ils

December 12,

Hazele Burgess and the Am-

erican Beauty Chorus will ap-

pear at the Elks' Theaire Wed-

nesday night -in  George M.

Cohan's musical farce, ‘‘The
Li.tle Millionaire™.

Edna Wallace Hopper has quit
the movies and goes back into
vaudeville.

The Talladega Athletic asso-
ciation has organized a four-
team basketball league and will
begin a 10-game schedule on
PDecember 13. .. .. The leams
that will play Friday night are
ag follows:

First game: Reds—DMcElderry,
¢; Bruner, Argo, [; Stewars;
iraham, Porter, Thomas, g;
Blacks—Wren, i Michael,
Stringer, f; Rogers, Ivey, Dixon,
Reeves, g. : g
Second game: Whites—Matson,
¢; Wilkins, McCargo, f; Storey,
. A, Jones, Trammell, Striplin, g;
Blued—W. Argo, c¢; Lewis, Van
Pelt, f; Rozelle, Giddens, Gar-
~ rett, Berkstresser, g.
/

 FTaa e
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS,
BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS

STATE PARK CONSERVATION WORK

Fashington, D. C.
Degember 26, 1938,

Mr. G. T. MeElderry,
Telladega, Alzbema.

Dear Mr. Mgﬁlderry:

I have your letter of December 15 in further reference to the area
east of Talladega.

As stated in our previous letter, this matier would have to be
worked out in the field between the state esuthorities and our Tield
representative. Therefore, I heve forwarded 2 copy of your leiter to
our Distriet Officer, Mr. HKarl Weatherwax, with offices at Richmond, Va.,
requesting him to contact you end the state suthorities and make arrange—
ments to go over this proposition with you in the field.

Very truly yours,

Conrad L. ¥Wirth.

awfssistant Director.
CLi~tmd e
00: Hr. Harl Veathsrwsx '
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Taligdegs ,istabama,

JuellUaly 21 .Vow,

b 2 @
& . A ﬂijr - I
Washington,u.C., “;f;ixﬁfnaﬂj H&ﬁﬁgif

ny dear Lr.Wirthid

Hon.Gonrad L. irth,

As you aprarsntly are the
Practicg ‘ 5 4 . ]
the only man with whom 1 have cCmeé in contact in

this administration,and your dspartment seeis to
to have more business ability than all the other
d@paftmunts combined,possibly you like Alexander
teh Great can cut the Gordian Knot,and we can go
from here,l am writing you this lstter.
wr.Gadsby ,of the Bureau of Napional Fars called to
see me on yssterday,sent by Mr.Weatherwax,like all
the othere was inclined to pags the buck.
Withfg ccumittee of farwers I calisd to see Secre~-
tary Wallace,with reference to giving the farmer a
profit above cost of production.iir.W.lisce saidd
" There ars §0,000,000 people protmating against
any incroused cost of living".. asked ir.allece if
it was not better for 120,000,000 people to ray a tax
- than for $0,000,000 farmers,who producc the food and

materiel for clotinZ @1 the folks,to be impoverished

and made paupers?® When 1 put the matter up to the War
uepébtm@nt,which is supposed to have cherge of ero-
sion projects,l was met with the statsment that no
appropriation had been made for Cheaha Valley,while

Choccolocco Vallmj had an appropriation.Caly six miles

N

Of Chemhs Valley is involved in this project,while AN
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seventeen wiluvs c¢f CGhocolocco Valley is qQunvelved,

n the ercsion projecti:tut the dam is on Chewha.

It reminds me of a lot of doctors with their code

of ethicsipermitting a poor devil to die hec.use h
ur Jones ratient,und Ur.Jones 20 miles uway looking
alter aunothsr rutisnt.

i Tound wr.tadsby « ver: pleusunt me.n to tals tO,und
hs gaVve B8 «n ideoa,tiamt this could be hundied as o
"recreationul project”,and i submit this to you for
your considerction:l am improving a parg of 20 acres,

but can maike it 50,or 200 mcres for th t wzutter.ihe

land is locutad on yne scenic highway,from sul:edegs
1o Uheha rark-five or six miles distent frow uhéaha
Fark.of interest from o historic point ¢ view,as tre
hill in this purk was & signal stution of Chinneby
vhief .,a famous scout under andrew Jackson,and over-
locks the spor whars Chinneby's viil.ge stood.lherse

18 & cwve under thic hits,and o legend thet an Indian
got loust in this cave and came out 11 milss away,below
Ifullvdegu Uity.if you wBd we L wili saw it was & dam

lie,as my older brothers 78 years age found the indian

skull in the cave.lhe dam acros: Cheaha can be consid-
e¢red a8 uw co necting 1link of the road to Cheaha rars,
as it will be a means of cros.ing the gorge from one
hill to ancther,und uw iakeé is formed by the daw,which
wili not oniy be good tishing ground for trout,bass,
any breem,but furnish pure water for,sunford,uxford
and laliadega,with no necessity for clorinatica.

ialledege vOunty will build the “road on to VUL camp
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Another lake wii. be :ormed by this dam across norse

creek,which wiilL aisoc be good fishing ground for the
peop.ie of Tai.adega,0xford,Anniston,and Birmingham.
norse creek empties into Cheaha 3,4 of mils_below

the proposed dam on Cheaha,and adds very meterias..y
to the flood of water that freyuent.ry inundates and

erodes the fal;ey for twenpy mires to Coosa niver.

Now as to the cost of constructing the dams:While 1

am no"dam expert®,i can take a dozen negro .aborers,
who by the way need the work,at lu cents an hour,and

not 40 cents an hour as CWA is paying and playing hell

with all farm iabor,because ten cents is the limit farm
ers can pay:(this by the way),one truck and pair of mmm

muies to pul. a scrape,and buiid the dam in a week
across Horse creek.l can take the same outfit,and'in

four weeks time buird the dam acrcss Cheahf.

why dont 1 do it you ask?Well 1 have not the money in
in the firsat plLace,because I have not been receiving
cost of production for my products in several years.

It is & pubiic proposition,and L am not p.rsonalily in
terested. The work shouid be done becausej;the fiowers
and shrubs along the way would gladden the heari of man

with their fragrance and beauty;the farm lands for 20

miiie wouird be protected from floods and erosion,and .

labor wouid be fed and clothed whiie doing the work.

Pardon this long letter,because it is thse last effort
on my part to get this <00,0uvu acre project up to the

attention of the government,and i have been five years

trying. Cordiaiiy yours

G.u ‘mcmldorry
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Dear Lr .Wirth:

In my letter of the 2lst
inst,it occurs to me that I did not play
up the historic feature,of the Andrew Jack
son Park of 300,000 acres as I should have
in order that you might fully understand
my interest in the project I have so con=-
tinuocusly kept before you.

Nothing much has been done to coﬁﬁmorato
the service rendered by andrew Jackson and
his brave Tennesseeans to the country du-
ring the Indian War of 18l2=-181l4.

This the richest and most powerful country

in the world,can easily afford to take over
the territory of which 1 speak,as it is one

of the most beautirui and attractive spots

in all the country.The bati/les of Tallahusse
Talladega,Enitachopco,Emuckfa,and Tohopeka-
(Horseshoe Bend},were fought in the territory
of which . speak:none of the battles were

more than 50 mites from Talladga,and the

spot where Andrew Jackson had his recuperation
camp after the hattle of Horseshoe Bend,is

in ialladega county.lwenty seven Lennesseeans
are buried there:The graves have heen neg-
lected;not even a& marker,which is a disgrace
to this great nation.It is true $5,000 was
appropriated by the Congress & few years back,
but the money has not been used for the purpose
it was appropristed.

My father was one of Jackson'men in 1812,and
& monument,witn & pronze tablet with Selocta’
picture engraved on the tabiet ,was set up by
my sister-Mrs v.A.Jemison at McEiderry Sta-
tion,on the L&N R.R.three miies from the
site of the proposed dam on Cheahe creek.

Selocta was a brave Indian Scout under Jackson

and rendered valuable service to the Americans
o= § at Tallahacosa and at wailsdara Ha rat nn @
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800 caxairy,and as many infantry:each horse
carrying two men,swam the Coosa to the kast
side,reaching lalladega at break of day,Dec.
9th,1815.300 or more Indians were kiiied in
the battlie and 27 Tennesseeans were either
kiiied outright or died from their wounds.

The ladies of iariadega disenterred the bones
of the Tennesseeans,buried them in the Ceme-
tery at raiiadega with a suitaple monument.
But the u.S.Government has done comparatively
nothing tc commemorate the service rendered
by these brave men.

In the opinion of the writer,this rich country
of ours can do no hetter service to the dead
as welyr as the .iving,than to take over the
600,000 acres-name it the Andrew Jackson Reser
vation,and protect from overflow and erosion
the fertile Chinneby Valley,s0 named from the
name of Se.octals father,who is aiso buried

at McEliderry Station.Picket in his &istory

8% v18hRERmeB EoR" s Rek o IR TBY o 2B nERA 08"
the rennessee Kiver at Whitesburg,not far from
the city of Huntsville.

In order to keep the record straight,you will
have to consider this letter as a post scrip
to my letter of the 2lst,as I stated that let
ter would be my last effort to get action
from the government.

Cordialiy and sincere.y

Hon Conrad L.Wirth, G.T.mcEitderry

ass't Director
Washington,D.C., .
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IN ANSWERING REFER TE
UNITED STATES Zﬁﬂ;

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR M’,/ﬂ'

OFFICE OF
NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS
WASHINGTON
‘ February 26, 1934.
rg i o ‘2‘/"’
v 07
i\[if_l'o G. TsMcElderry ) qff;@(_;{

Talledepa, Alebsma.
My dear Mr. HoLlderrys "

Acknowledgmen®t is made of your lebter of January 28
with reference to the development of a sgcenic and historie

park in the vicinity of 'I'alladegai/ﬁ I am asking the Historiocal

Division to meke e full and eareful investigetion of the ares
mentioned in your letter and as soon as this study has been
made I will be able to write you whet action if any this
Office will be able to take in regard to the proposal presented
in your letter.

Thanking you for your interest in the matier, I remain,

Very truly yours,

Co L Wirth
Assistant Director.
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Taliadepga ,Alabamu,

karch 6th,19s«,

Hon.Conrad L.Wirth,Directcor,
Department of The Interior, MQR'§7§§34
Washinguon,D.C.

iy dear ur.Wirth:
Since through your

kindness my pet project has been called to
the attention of your Historic contingent,
I am enclosing a brief history of Chinneby
and his son Selocta,and the service render-

od Gen.Jackson and his Tennesseeans,during
the Indisn War of 1812=1814.

The facts stated may be familiar to the His
toric crowd,and may not,but it wiil do no

hari to present the facts.

If the Governwent will furnish the cement,
and labor,l will see that the dozen oOr more
dams are built on Fain creek,East Creek,Bar-
baree creeck,Horse creck,totato creek,and Che
aha,to prevent flooding the valley and from
erosion.In the past two days the valley has
been flooded for five or six miles from the
spring freshets.Talladega County will build
necessary roads,and Maj.Alex O.Taylor,whoc is
a water conservationist as well as dam expart
now in charge of Glencoe CCC camp,about 50
miles from Chinneby,can easily bring his boys
down and do the necessary worke.

. Cordially and sincersly

G . '11 -h{cﬂ;ld.r‘ry
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Chinneby,for whom Cninn.by Varley wus named,was a
sub chief of the Chsrockecs who had his village on
Fain creek,near thc¢ centre of the Valley,is first
heard of at "bitto's Landing?now Whitesburg,twelve
miles scuth west of Huntsville.alabama,on the lTen=
nessee riverijadfter Gen sndrew Jackson had crossed
the river,chinneby with his son seloctufwho hecume a Kxx
famous scout under Gen.Jackson-in the Creek Warjuctober
28 1918 came to Gen Jackson and asked help ror his peo=-
ple at Taliassahachie,on the Coosa river,one hundred
miles soith of Whitesburg.lhinneby told Gen Juckson
that 10,000 hostile Greeks threatened the indians who
were friendly to the whitef men.seloéta came a second
time,urging speed,es his reople were in great danger of
being exterminuted by hospile Creeks.lt was however Dec
5th,or 6th,bufore Gen Jackson sent Gen Coffee to the re
lief of Chinneby's people.lhe friendly Indians .ere pro
tected by a white eagle fesather,or the tail of the white

tailed deerjworn in the scalp lock.Gen Coffee killed 30(
or more of the hostile indians,und unfortunately there

were women and children among the slain.The village of
lTallahassee was totally destroyed.sighty women and chil’

dren were captured by Gen Coffee,and were ki dly treated

by the lennesseeans.Five of the Tennesseeans were killed
and forty wounded. ‘
welocta and the friendly lndians came
to laullaudegu for protection,in Fort Lasley;approkim&tely
forty miles from lwullasahwuchie.Un Dec.7th,selocta appear,
ed at Ft Strotner,on the Coosa river,und told Gen Jackson
that his fathers people,with the whites in Ft Lasley,were
threatened with extermination by hostile indians,whe were
innumerable ,and surrounded the Fort.Gen.Juackson with 800
calvary «nd approximately 2000 infantry crossed the Ccosa
river and came¢ to kstell sSprings,tvwo miles from Ft.Lasley
&nd camped till scouts could reconoitre.December 9th,Gen
dackson advesncad in regular order coif battle,towards the
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Lieutenant Easton,who was in the battle at ialladegasays,
600 tp 1000 indians were kilied in the fight.Gen.Jackson

80 wounded and 18 killed outright.The bones of thess 18 Ten-
Nessaseans were removed from where Gen Jackson huried them on
the battlefield,to Cak Hiil Cemetery,by the ladies of the Am
drew Jackson Chapter,of the D.A.R, and s suitable momument
built with the nemes of the Tennesseeans killed,inscribed ti
on the monumsnt.A monument with a bronze tablet and the like
ness of Seloctarwas erected by krs.L.a.Jemison at dcElderry
Station,on the L&N Raiiroad.drs Jemdsonrs father came to Ala
bama with Gen Jackson,und whsn the land was open for settloh
bought twenty one quarter sections of land around what is nw

now known as McElderry Station,and the land is now owned by
the heirs of Col.Thos licElderry,the father of krs Jemison.

Gume was very pl@ntifui in Chinneby Valley:If thé Indians wan
ted deer or wild turkey, to replenish their larder; with bow

and arrow they could easi.y supply their need,Ur if fish was
wanted,a gig easiity supplid all the fish desired,as the stram
was bountifuily supplied.The gig was made with a flint arrow
head and cane for a staff:The arrow head being fastened with
thongse from s deer,to the cane staff.If patridge,sguirrasl or
raccoon was desired,the Indian had only to take his blow gun

made from cane,with the joints burned out:With little effort
all food necessary was secursd.squaw and papoose worked the
corn patches around the wigwam to supply bread for the fam
ily.l'he Indian was not improvident as is the whits mun,he
killed only s0 much gawe &8 hiz needs demanded.lhe white man
exterminate all in sight.

Half mile from Chinneby Vwullcy ,there
is a deposit of pl.stic clay,from which material the Indians
made their pottery.lo embelish this pottery Kolin was used.,

a deposit of this material bein 1convenionly located approxis
ly one miie from the village.3toes from the creek supplid im

plements for skinning anémals,for cutting wood ,to be used for
canoes,or stones for their ball games ,und paint
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS,
BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS
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Mr, Ge To McElderry, ,}J %
Talladega,
Alabama.

My dear Mr. McElderry:

I have received your letter of March 6, desling
with the early histery of the Chimneby country. This
material was referred to the Historical Division, where
it was read with great interest.

¥e cannot authorize the expenditure of funds for
projeets that are not in National Parks or Monuments and
in the case of State Parks Emergency Conservation Work
only on lands owned by State, County, or Metropolitan
Parkse

Sincerely yours,

pp Glpanis B

Conrad L. Wirth
Agsistant Director

VEC: ICS: tvw
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tal.iauwega,Alubana,

April 2nd, 1934,

don.Conrad L.Wirth,pirector,
verartment of The interior,
Washington,u.u.,

Vewr dr.Wirth:

1l have neard not.ing from
the"Historical®crowd at Washington relative to a
park,in commemoration of the service rendered the
United States in the War of 18l2-18l4,and am wri-
ting ycu to ascertain i%ﬁbnere was any possibili-
ty of my getting control p& bunch of these CWA loaf
ers,to build the dams,about which i wrcte you?

There are hundreds of idle leafers,who really need
employment:especially the negroes,who are helpless

es infants,cpparently in securing. jobs, by which they
can make a living,under present conditions.
if the federal government will furnish the labor wnd
cementeiiaj.nlex U.Taylor.who is & dam expert and water
cosrvationist,says:a concrete dam six inches thich
is ample for the damj;merely to prevent the watar
from going through the earth and rock,with which
the dam can be reinforced:% will bhave the dams con
structed,and prevent the sping overilows,that damage
crops and erodes the valuable farm lands as well as
the roads for twenty miles,between the dam sites and
COOsa-Kiver.

1 am personal.iy interested to the extent
of being owner of onc¢ thousand acres of farm land be
low the dams proposed to be constructed, -

If it is possibie,or probable for me to get the la-
bor,please advise me as to the right peopie to take

this matter up with.l do not‘wﬁnt 2 job,1 have had
one job for 64 years-farming-but 1 want to see this
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the Chinneby Valle§ protected from overflow and erosioh,
and also want to soe"Andrew Jackson Park"™ reservation a
realityj;hvnce my intereost.
I am enclosing a rough sketch of"Cave Hill",on which hi.l
Chinneby Chief and his Indians built e mound for a signal

station,to warn his people in the villags located in ths
Valley,of the approach of hostile tribes.lhe hi.l covers

about twenty acres.Un tho crest of the hiil,I have set out
hundreds of 8rab apple,Dogwood,mountein Laurel,Bush Honsy
sucklo,Wild Hydrungia,and bSumac,and constructed"pathes*toc
the crest of the hiiti,and around the hill.It is my purpose
tc sow Kentucky Blue grass,and othe grasses on the hill to

" make the Park(i) more attractive,if I can get your Histori-

cal bunch to"come and ses".

Please pardon me for troubling you,but when I undertake to
accomplish & worth whiio project,l. hate like hdll tc give
up without doing anything.

Cordially and sincerely

G.l.Mehlderry
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lasladegs,Alanama,

april ord,l9.4,

Hon.Conrad L.Wirth,Director,

of Interior bDepartment,

Washington,D.C.,

Dear ur.Wirth:
since writing you on yes-

terday,l received your letter,advising that no
help can be given,other than for State or Nation-
al Perks.l wrote Col.Pagée o.Bunker,Alabama State For-
esteor if he wouid not help me out by accepting the

land described to you,for a State Park.Col Bunker is
as enthusiastic for ths reservation,as is the writer,
and I am sure will approve and accept the land.The
dams when constructed wi.l make a number of beautiful
lakes in one of the prettiest spcts in iL.abame,0r any
other state.

I note that your personnell in the Histor-
ical division were interested in what I had to say rel

ative to Chinneby and Selocta,his son.l would appraciate
their interest more if they would take the matter up sori
ously,and goabout assisting me in getting the Park.

Cordislly and sincarely,

G.1l.sckElderry,
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Talladega,Alavama,

Hay ovtn, 198+«,

Hon.Conrad L.Wirth,Director,
Deapartment of v1the Interior,

“’a Ehiﬂgton,n oc o ]

Uear Mr.Wirth:
1 have never heard a word from

the Historical Division of The ~epartment of The
Interior.Could you put me in touch with some me.w

ber of the Divisiont

I recently had a .etter from secretary Cordel Hul.,
in which letter he stated that he not oniy approved
ths project I h.ve in mind,but would take the matior
Up with president noosevelt,and as he had opportunity
would take the matter up with each member of the Cab-

inst.
When member of Congress from Tenn.3ecretary Hull

enuorsed tne jdea of a park,to be calied Andrew Jack-
son Park,in commemoration of the services rendered by

Tennesseeans to the U.s.Government,during the Indian

War ond got the ontire Tennessec Delegation to approve
the project.If the Historica. Division wiil take this

matter up in rea. earnest,there wiil in my judgement
be no difficusty in putting the project through, as

teh 000,000 acres of land can be bought at $1.25 an

acro. >
incore.y
1NCGIroLy G.T.Hcml@erry
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Mey 10, 1934.

Mr. G. T, MeElderry,
Talladega, Alabama,
Dear Mr. MeElderry:

Pleuse parden the delay in anewering your letters of
April 2 and Msy 5.

I am sorfy not to be able to be of assistence to you
in helping to work out your problem of constructing the dams
about which you have written previously.

The National Park Service haes no funds for the purchase
of property and consequently could not undertake the acquisition
of the land which you suggest.

Sincerely yours,

Conrad L. Wirth.
DBA-Tmd Assistant Director.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE PARK DIVISION
June 11, 19386,

lir, Jo Ha Oodsby, Regional Officor,
398 Clenn Buildiag, :
Ablanis, Georgia.

Dsar Mr. Godsby: éubjeett Form 100532 Concorning Proposed
: Talladepn Historicnl Park,

I submit herewith the above form and recommend thet the srea
not be brought under the administration of the Netlional Perk Service,
However, in connsction with the Land Program it will be & fipe thing
if = small area could be set aside at the Batitle Cround Tallasahate
chaa as deacribed in the form. This area has 1ittle National signife-
foanee and therefore I think should be administered by the State De-
pertment of Awchives snd Tlistory.

Yeurs truly,

Grabam Rushion,
or/kd Aeting Reglonal Inspsctor.



UKNITED &TATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
BRANCH OF PLANNING
EXTENSION DIVISION

PROPOSED NATTON:L PARKS & MONUMENTS

(Form of report from Regional Officers) _/EiJKqu
To be typed throughout.-

Letter of transmittal: To be attached (summary and recommendation)
Name of Project:

Location- (state, TebhRd9ss Hstinnal iioteoriesdoRerken known ciﬁy)
Alabams, mxndm County, 50 miles 5. E. of Biraingham,

Area - Total Acres Square Miles.

SO 000— B S
Boundaries - (description, reference to maps to be attached)

Propoged: :
e 300,000 aeres in viclaliy of Battle grounds

of Indian Hars - I8'12=-14
This would include sll lemd in county and more.

i nmended s
ROCOMMENISE: §90 aares at site of bebble of Tallasshatehes
would mske sulteble state monument,

Accessibility:

ggilway: ——
ﬁﬁfﬁi Plas Short Houto U, & 241

naterwmy:nﬂn‘

Major characteristics - (Indicate those which are outstanding and
ettach additional information if necessaryl)

1. Scenic features- (topography, elevation, plant cover,
water, ete):

High foot hille, and level losmy velloys.

2. Historical or prehistoric fea tures:

Graves of Tennesses soldlers.

Geological featuresz:
Bock out orops on hill sides,

o
"
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Bewerage disposal facilities: one geptis tenk.

Capacity for handling of visitors: gmali,

P:;?;;ticability of administration and protectlion: @auld be most
h economivelly administered as State Monument.

Other land uses-
Mining resources: JTpon ore.

Agricultural resources: geod, Southern field Cropse
Grazing: “Idnited.
Cultivated cropss: Gorn, sotbony and truck g?owing,

Timber:  pone leaf and loblolly pine. Small, second goothe

Hunting & Fishing uses: Linited,
Power Resources: lone.

Irrigation Resources: Not needed.
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4. Recresational possibilities (if compatible with project)

Nationzl: NHone

Locul: Regrestion alveady served by nearby
Cheaha State Park.

Fstinmated population within & radius of 50 miles:gsg'()gg
o0 v
200 5,000,000

5. Biological features:
Vegetzlive: fypleel southeastern timber and cover,

Wildlife: Lavge game abound in adjscent National
Foraest purchase ares.

Need for conservation: Hational Forest seems loglcal and best method,

Relative importance in comparison with areas of zbmilar
nature elsevhere:

Compares favorably in mational significance with Horse Shoe Bend
Poséibleﬁﬁte%roe opm%%% - t 50 wiles distent,
Recreational facilities (if compatible with project):

Hot nesded,

Utilivies -
Hater supply: Nones
Perking sprce,. capacity: Small.

Campground sites, capacity: Hones

Light and power facilities: HNone.
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Cwmership:
Railways: Hone
Btote: Hone
Municipalities: Hone
Private: 500 Ae
Total alienated lands 500 Ae
Mining clsims Hone
Grazing permlts and withdrawals: Nons
Power permits: HNone
Total permit screage Hona
L]
Notional forest lsnds: Hone
Fublic domszin: ; one
Reclameticon projects: . Home
Indian lends: ans
Total public 1&H&b Sy
Total acreage : 500

Lenc velugh: 920400 per acre.

Hlbe“ SEFOJCbt'
by Mrs G T. HeEldery. State Department of Archives end
H:!.atory is interestéd in site as State Honument.

Locel attitude:
Indifference, Ignorance.
Perconus 1ntﬁr0'“ed

Mre Go T+ MeEldery, Mr. Peter Brannon, Curator.
Ttinsrary (Sheelt to be attached)
Department of Archives and History
Bibiiosinphyr: )
Picketts History of Alebama
List of photographs, maps and printed informaiion submivted:
(Shact to be attached)

Note: All maps which are specially preparsd by the
Reglonsl (Ofi'ices should conform to one of the
following standard sizes:

Letter size - 18" x 24" - j4n x 3@"
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I am not sure whether you had an
opportunity to note this report, &s it came

back to me without comments.

ey
J. Lee Brown.



