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ROUGH DRAFT

D, Historical Narrative

Mobile Bay is one of the conspicuous features of
the northern shore of the Gulf of Mexico., As such it
attracted the attention of Spanish explorers and appeared
on their maps and reports as the Bay of Spirito Sancto (or
Spiritu Santo)., It was viéited by Pineda in 1520, by Narvaez
in 1528, by Maldando in 1539 and by Triston de Lune in 1559~
1560, It is not improbable that the abortive attempt of the
latter to establish a colony was made on its shores.l

As time passed, the Spaniards, attracted by the wealth
of Mexico and South America, let the northern gulf area
fall into obscurity, and apparently almost forgot that it
had been explored. TWhen after a century of oéscurity, it
again became the arena of European activity, the French had
supplanted the Spaniards. The Huguenots had early in the
16th century manifested some interest in the new world,
attempting in the sixth decade to establish a colony in
Florida., The colonists were massacred by Mendoza and little
seems to have been accomplished until the founding of Quebec
in 1606, Although this colony managed to survive, it did not
receive adequate support until Colbert's advent to power in

the 1660's,
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This remarkable man was responsible, not only for
sending colonists to settle the St, Lawerence Valley from
Quebec to Montreal, but also for inspiring such men as Joliet,
Marquette, and La Salle to make known the vast interior of
the North Ameriéan continent. The latter succeeded in
sailing down the Mississippi to its mouth in 1680, Five
years later he led an expedition directly from France to
found: a colony and thus establish an incontestable claim
to the lands drained by the Mississippi.

La Salle, however, was unable to find the mouth of
the river from the Gulf, and landed at Matagordas Bay, Texas,
He atteméted to lead his expedition along the coast to the
Mississippi, but was murdered by one of his followers.

Thus the first French attempt to establish a colony along
the Gulf Coast failed,

Before another expedition could be organized, France
had become involved in the War of the League of Augsburg,
1689-1697, and nothing more was done until the signing of
the Treaty of Aix-La~Chappelle had ended the war,

During this war, which had its American as well as its
European phase, a young Canadian, Pierre Le loyne, Sieur

d'Iberville, distinguished himself in a number of brilliant
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naval engagements in Hudson Bay and along the New Foundland
Coasts These exploits gpparently brought him to the attention
of the Naval and Colonial offices in Paris, and in 1698 led
to Iberville being put in command of the expedition which
after exploring the coast from Pensacola to the mouth of the
Mississippi, anxl the latter as far as the mouth of the Red
River, erected a fort on Biloxi Bay, near the present Ocean
Springs, Mississippi, and named it after Count Maurepas,
Minister of Marine and Colonies.

Fort de Maurepas, established by Iberville in 1699,
became the first capital of Louisiana; Leaving Sauvolle
in command Iberville returned to France for more supplies,
and on a second voyage continued his explorations. He
exploredebbile Bay and River, selecting as the site of
a fort and town a place near Mount Vernon, Alabama, on the
Mobile River, about twenty-seven miles from its mouth.2
Here in 1701, Jean Baptiste Le Moyne, Sieur de Bienville,
brother of Iberville, built Fort Louis, and laid out the
town of MMobile, which was to be the administrative center
of the_French Colony of Louisiana until 1718,

The determining factor in the location of the fort
was its proximity te the Indians with whom the friendliest

relations were maintained as a basis for trade, Al the same
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time an unfortified establishment, warehouses, etc., were
set up at the harbor of liassacre Island.

Scarcely had these things been done when Louis XIV
became involved in the War of Spanish Succession, thus
depriving the new colony, during the most critical years
of its existence, of adequale support from home, Iberville
after making a third voyage to Loulsiana was called on to
help fight the British, and while enroute to attack Charleston,
S.Cs, took yellow fever and died., Isolated from the metropolis
and deprived of the support of one of the most vigorous per-
sonalities of France, yet Bienville, acting governor since 1701,
mangged to keep the colony together, Food and supplies came
only at infrequent intervals, and on occasions were completely
lacking. So grest was the distress in 1707 that Bilenville was
forced to send the garrison to live with the Indians.

In the spring of that year a flood inundated the village
and destroyed the crops not only of the colonists, but of the
Indians as well, In 1711 an even more devastating flood came.
Later in the same year English pirates from Jamaica captured
the port on Massacre Island, carried away a large amount of
supplies, and burned the buildings. News of this event did

not reach Fort Louis for four days.



These disasters made it seem desirable to relocate
the fort, and in the same year, 1711, Fort Louis was
moved to the present site of Mobile,

In October 1717 a tropical hurricane seriously damaged
the warehouses and buildings on Dauphine, formerly known as
Massacre Island., Worse still, it drifted sand into and
filled up the harbor, and apparently closed the deepest
channel by which ocean-going ships had been accustomed
to enter the bay.

John Law had just taken over the destiny of Louisiana
and, because of the ambitious scheme of development which
he had in view, a better harbor was necessary. As a con-
sequence, it was determined that the Ship Island harbor
should become the main harbor where ocean-gocing vessels
should discharge their freight from France and take on the
products of Louisiana. Smaller vessels were to convey freight
and passengers between Ship Island and Mobile, Biloxl, and
New Orleans. In 1718 the capital was returned to Fort
Maurepas where it remained only a year. The burning of the
fort caused it to be moved to New Biloxi where it remained

until its removal, In 1721, to New Orleans.
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Even though Mobile ceased to be the capital of
Louisiana in 1718, it continued to possess great im-—
portance for the colonial empire of France, and did not
sink into obscurity as did Biloxi. As a provincial capital
it had a vast area, the basins of the Tombigbee and Alabame
Rivers dependent oh it. Many Indians preferred to go to
Mobile rather than New Orleans for their conferences with
the French, and it was from this point that trade was carried
on with the Choctaw, Alabama Appalachees, and smaller tribes,

Then the French of Louisiana became involved in a war
with the Chickasaw, Mobile became the principle base of opera—
tions, In 1736 Bienville assembled a force of more than 700
French troops which he led up the liobile and Tombigbee to a
point near Cotton Gin Port, Mississippi, where it was debarked,
and after meeting a Choctaw force marched overland to make an
attack on the Chickasaw villages near Tﬁpelo, Mississippis
Here in May 1736 the combined force of French and Indians
was disastrously repulsed, and compelled to retreat. This
repulse, and a somewhat similar failure on the part of an
even greater expedition via the Mississippi River and Fort
Prudhomme, which Bienville led in 17L0 against the Chickasaw,

checked the French efforts to subdue this important tribe,
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The fact that the French failed to bring the Chickasaw into
their sphere of influence helps to explain their failure to
bring the Ohio basin fully under their control. This in turn
was to be an important factor in the outcome of the French
and Indian War, 1754-1763, and in the loss of Louisiana

as well as of Canada,.

Although Mobile and Louisiana did not figure in the
war which was actually fought in the Ohic, upper Mississippi,
and St., Lawerence River Valleys, its fate was determined by
the outcome, By the Treaty of Paris, 1763, lMobile, as a
part of a vast territory which included Florida, all French
possessions east of the Mississippi River, and Canada, was
ceded to Great Britain. The lands between the Mississippl
and Appalachicola Rivers, extending from the Gulf to the
parallel of latitude running through the mouth of the Yazoo
River, were organized as the province of West Florida with
Pensacola as the capital.

During the period of British occupation extending from
1763 to 1780 Mobile was garrisoned by a small detachment of
British soldiers, The fort was repaired, and renamed Fort
Charlotte, but, because of a number of epidemics among the

troops, was neglected and the city itself suffered. A number
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of Indian conferences were held here by the British, and
it continued to be the outlet for a considerable Indian trade,

In 1779 a remarkably able and energetic Spaniard,
Bernardo de Galvez, was named governor of Louisiana. He
immediately made preparations to make use of the opportunity
of the British preoccupation in attempts to suppress the revolt
of the thirteen most important of her numerous American colonies,
and organized a campaign against West Florida., It was completely
suécessful, and as a result lMobile was captured in 1780, Pen-
sacola in 1781, while an expedition from Havana occupied
peninsular Florida, ilhen peace was made at Paris in 1783,
England ceded both the provinces to Spaim, and until 1813
Mobile remained under Spani;h rule,

During the 33 years of Spanish rule lMobile remained as
it had during 17 years of British rule, essentially a French
town, Little change was made in the life of the inhabitants.
The rule of both British and Spanish seems to have been mild,
and, except for a few colonists, the Mobilians were left to
their own deviées. Enough trade came to enable them to con-—
tinue a way 'of life that had developed during nearly three
quarters of a century of French colonization and rule,

Although Mobile was for a time involved in the contest

between English and Latin civilizations, the long struggle



apparently made only a slight impression on its development,
But after the end of the War for American Independence con-
ditions changed rapidly. After the sudden outburst of colonizing
energy in the 1770's, the Spaniards sank back to their accustomed
lethargy. - Just at this time a new vigorous rival for the Gulf
Coast appeared, the United States, which was in less thén half
a century to acquire the entire region and to substitute the
bustling frontier civilization of the American West for that
of the more easy-going Latins, the Spanish and French,

After the United States had acquired Louisiana in 1803,
it claimed that West Florida had been included in the purchase,
and for ten years sought through its diplomacy to secure the
territory. The Spanish resisted the claim., This state of
affairs continued until 1813 when the United States, having
become involved in War with Great Britzin, decided to occupy
that part of West Florida lying west of the Perdido River.
Thus Mobile came into American possession although Spain did
not recognize the legality of the act until 1819,

In the act of annexation West Florida was added to the
Territory of Mississippi, which, until the latter with its
present boundaries was admitted to the Union in 1817, also

included the present State of Alabama,
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finen General James Wilkinson occupied Mobile in April
1813 he decided that Fort Cond€, or as it was called by the
British, Fort Charlotte, was of no value in defense, He
therefore selected Mobile Point as the proper site for
fortification, and began erection of a fort which sometime
later was named for Colonel John Bowyer. Nine of the heaviest
guns from Fort Charlotte made up the armement for the fort.,3

That the newly acquired town stood in need of even more
defenses was soon demonstrated. The Creeks, incited by the
British and Spanish, manifested hostility toward the scattered
settlements of the interior during the summer, and had attacked
isolated settlements, So acute had become the danger that some
500 men, women, children, and slaves had taken refuge at the
well fortified residence of Samuel Mims., Seventy Louisiana
militiamen under Major Daniel Beasley were sent to guard the
fort, Inadequat; precautions were taken, and as a consequence
the Creek warriors led by their chieftan, William Weatherford,
Red Eagle, attacked and massacred all except the slaves, and
perhaps a dozen of the militia who managed to cut their way out
and carried the news to Mobile.

News of this tragic affair electrified the entire frontier.
Tennessee raised a citizen army, put Andrew Jackson in command,

Acting with characteristic vigor, he began the campaign almost
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immediately. By March 27, 1814, he had fought the Creeks
in several pitched battles, and finally crushed them at
the Battle of Tohopeka or Horseshoe Bend.A

After the successful conclusion of the Creek War in
1814, Andrew Jackson came to Mobile, and from here he,
during the summer, directed the preparations to meet the
British invasion which was expected in the fall or winter.
Hasty repairs were made on Fort Bowyer, Major William
Lawerence and a detachment of 160 men of the 2nd U.S, Infantry
were instructed to hold the fort at "all hazards".

A British detachment of 130 men and 600 Creek Indians
under Colonel Nichols was landed on the peninsular on Sept—
ember 12, 1814, with instructions to fortify and cut off the
retreat of the garrison., Two days Jater a naval attack by
four British vessels was made on the Fort, After severe
bombardment, the Americans disabled one ship, the Hermes,
which was abandoned by her crew, and destroyed by an ex—
plosion, The British then retired after having suffered a
loss of 160 killed and 70 wounded, while the American loss
had been only 4 killed and 4 wounded .

This attack made by an advance expedition was not
followed up by Sir Edward Pakenham's main expedition which

arrived in the Gulf some two months later, It had been
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decided to make the main attack against New Orleans
rather than against Mobile. Then followed the campaign
which resulted in the disastrous defeat at Chalmette
on January 8, 1815,

After the British had withdrawn from Louisiana
Fort Bowyer was captured on February 6, 1815. The fort
was abtbacked by 13 British war vessels from the channel,
and simultaneously by 5,000 troops who had been landed a
mile and a half to the east. After a spirited resistence
Major Lawerence surréendered only affer the enemy had by a
series of parallels approached to within 40 yards of the
fort., OSince news of the signing of the Treaty of Ghent came
shortly thereafter, the British withdrew in a short time,

and the engagement was without great significance,

In 1819 plans were made to construct a permanent
fortification on lMobile Point, and construction began the
next year. It was completed in 1834, and was called Fort
Morgan in honor of General David Morgan. The history of the
Fort was uneventful until the Civil War., It was occupied
by Alabama troops on January 5, 1861, and it became one of

the principle Confederate defenses of lMobile.
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In 1864, after the destruction of the Alabama,
the Federal Government decided to close the last remaining
Confederate ports, MObil¢ and Wilmington. To close the
former, Admiral Farragut, with a fleet of eighteen war
vessels and a force of 5,000 under General Gordon Granger,
was sent to the mouth of Mobile Bay. The main entrance
to the harbor was guarded by Forts Morgan and Gaines,
while a considerable Confederate fleet commanded by
Admiral Buchanan waited inside the Bay.
Admiral Farragut's attack was made on August 5.
The fleet passed the forts, engaged and destroyed that
of the Confederates. The forts were then assailed by
land and water, Gaines surrendering on August 6, while
Fort Morgan, the stronger of the two, put up a desperate
resistence and did not strike its colors until August 23.
liobile itself had been strongly fortified, and was
defended by an army of 15,000 led by General Richard Taylor.
Farragut's -cooperating force was too small to attack such an
army, and it was not until March 1865 that sufficient troops
had been concentrated under the command of E.R.S. Canby,
The attack was made by sending a part of the attacking force
up the east side of Mobile Bay, another up the west side,

while still another was to march from Pensacola. Strong
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Confederate positions at Spanish Fort and Blakely at first
repulsed the Union attack, but after desperately resisting
in a campaign that lasted until April 11, the Confederates
evacuated the city and left Canby's forces in undisputed

control, This action coming just after Appamatox was thus

one of the last engagements of the War.7

Fort Gaines

When the French established Mobile, the difficulties
of navigation within the bay led them to establish a port
on Massacre Island. Here the ocean-going ships loaded and
unloaded their cargoes. As has been stated above, they did
not fortify the post., Capture and destruction of the port
in 1711 led to a decision to fortify the harbor. The nature
of the fortifications is unknown. The sanding up.of the
harbor by a storm in 1717 led to the abandonment of the post,
Nothing more seems to have been done in the way of fortifi-
cation until after the end of the War of 1812,

As a result of the experiences of the War of 1812, the
Federal Government decided to erect a series of fortifications
to defend the entire coast line of the country. In 1818 work
was started on Fort Gaines., It continued until 1821, and was

suspended until 1848 when the present fort was laid out. Progress
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was slow, but it seems that it was practically completed
before 1861 when it was occupied by Alabama state troops.
Later the Confederate government took it over, and held it
until after a severe bombardment when it was surrendered to

the Federal forces on August 6, 186h.8

Spanish Fort
The history of this site dates from the early history

of Mobile, About 1704 a fugitive band of Apalachees, driven
from their Florida homes by the English, were invited by
Bienville to settle on the Mobile River. Later they seem'to
have settled in the vicinity of the Tensaw River and Bayou
Minette, The remnants of the tribe migrated to the Red River
in 1763,

Le Clerc Milfort, a French traveler, reported that in
1787 the Spanish retook and rebuilt the fort of the Apalachees.
The remains of the fort are still to be seen, The place was
fortified by the Confederates and was thé scene of desperate
fighting in March and April 1865, The capture of the place by

Union forces preceded by only a few days the fall of Mbbileog
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Once Mobile had come in the possession of the Americans
its real development as a commercial center began., The
Federal Government abandoned Fort Charlotte in 1820, The
fort was razed shortly thereafter, and the land on which it
had been situated was sold as city lots., This event, while
depriving Mobile of its most significant historical structure,
was of great benefit to the city as it made room for the ex~
traordinary commercial expansion that was to come during the
next few decades,

The most significant event in the commercial history
of Mobile was the introduction of the steamboat into Western
waters, It was in frequent and common use by 1830, and intro-
duced the ppriod of most rapid growth and greatest prosperity.
From a sleepy village of 2,672 persons in 1820 it grew to be
a bustling métropolis of 31,120 in 1860, exporting more cotton
than any other American port except New Orleans (approximately
870,000 bales in 1860), TWhen the Union Blockade was imposed
it suffered as did other sections of the South., As other
Confederate ports were captured it enjoyed something of a
revival and until 186/ was the center of the Gulf blockade
runners, So great was this prosperity that lobile enjoyed a
population growth between 1860 and 1870 about three times greater

10
than that of the preceding decade.
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Mobile, Alsbama
History

HMobile was second only to Rew Orlesns in importance in Fresch
Louisiapa. Its significepce was derived largely from its location om
Mobile Bay, one of the comspicuous featurss of the northern shore of the
Gulf of Mexico. The bay was probably visited by Pineda in 1520 and by
subsequent Spanish explorgrs. The Spanisrds, attracted by the wealth of
Hexico and South Americz, let the northern gulf arsa fall into obscur~
ity. ¥When it agsin beceme the arepe of Europesn activity, the French
had supplanted the Spaniards,

The French, sager to esteblish their control over the interior of
North America, established Fort de Maurepas on Bilexi Bay, nesr the
present Ocean Springs, Mississippi, in 1699; it became the first capi-
tal of Louisiana. In 1701, however, Jean Baptiste Le Moyme, Silsur de
Bienville, built Fort Louis and leid out the first town of Mobile,
situated near what is wmow Mount Vernon, Alsbama, on the Mobile River,
sbout 27 miles from ite wmouth, Locsted much more fevorahly then Ford
Maurepas with respeet to the Indiapg with whom the friendliest rela-
tions were msintained as a basis for trade, Mobile puperseded the for-
mer capltal ag the administrstive center of Louisisne., At the time
Fort Louis and the first town of Mobile were laid out, an unfortified
establishment, werehouses, and other fort facilities were set up at the
harbor of Wassacre or Dauphine Island in Mobile Bay. This harbor be-

came the port of entry for ships from Frances



Devastating floods which inundsted the village of Mobile and dew
stroy;d the crops iuduced the Frewch to relocete Fort Louls, which, iv
1711, was mmv?d to the present location of Mobile. In 1717, & tropical
hurricene sgeriously deamaged the buildinge on Daushine Islaund end filled
tihe harbor with sand, foreing the Frenmch to use Ship Islend off the
Gulf Coast at Toxrt Maurepas as the pord of eniry.

A though Mobile ceased to be the capltel of Loulsisne in 1718, it
continued to possess greal iuportsnce foﬁ the colonial empirs of France,
and 4id not sink into obscurity as did Bilepxi. 4s a proviscisl capital,
it was the adminigtrative center of the vest eres covered by the basins
of the Tombighee and Alabema Bivers. Many Indisne preferred to go to
Hobils rather than to New Orleans for thelr conferences with the French,
end it was from this point that trade was carried on with the Chootaw,
&labame Appalachees, and emsller tribes. During the period of the
1730%s when the Chickesaws were ot war with the Freuch, Hdobile wes the
prineipal base of operations againét them. Fort Louls, renamed Couds,
was rebuilt in stone and was the most formidable fortification in
Loulslana,

The defeat of Framce in the French and Indian WHar, 1756-1763, ine
volved the cession of Mobile to Great Britain, which occupied it until
1780, The British repamed the forit Cherlobtte. But both it end the towm
were neglected, slibough Hobile continned to be the ocutlet of a large
Indisn trzde. During the dmericsn Revolutlon the Spaniards seized Mo

bile and for 33 years it remsined under their rule. The town; however,

continued to be essentially Frenche



With the Americen occupation in 1813, Fort Charlotte wes abandoped
and the erection of Fort Bowyer on Mobile Point was beguns This fort
wag the key to-the successful American defense ageinst British attack
in 3epﬁember 18144

fole outlet for the rich cotton and timber lapds of Alsbama, Ho-
bile enjoyed heavy commerce during the early part of the nineteenth
century. Ipn splte of destructive fires and yellow fever epidemics,
the city became a lesding-port of the South.

In 1820 the construction of & new and much stronger fort at Hobile
Point was begune Completed ip 1834 and pamed Fort Morgen in honor of
General David Morgan, it was a powerful unit in the system of coastal
fortification, It had an uneventful history until the War Betwesn the
States, when it became one of the two primeipal Confederate defenses
of Mobile, The other was Fort Gaimes on Dauphine Island, begun ir
1848 and virtually completed by 186l. Unlike most Southerm sesports,
Hobile was prosperous during the War Between the Btates. As one Con-
federate fort after another fell into Union hands, Mobile's commerce
mounted., By the summer of 1864 it was the center of Gulf blocksde rup-
ners and, with the exception of Wilmington, North Carolina, the only
Southern port still open to commerce. On August 5, 1864, & strong Un-
ion fleet under Admiral Farragut entered the harbor, and the following
day sgpailed the forts by lend and sea. TFort Gaines surrendered on
the 6th, but Fort Morgen, the stronger of the two, held out until the

23d, when it was no longer itenable,
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&s a gite thel was secomd in iuwportance only to Bew Orleaps in sar-
1y Louisisne, and &s & city that possesses interssting archibectursl
survivéls illustrating French and pre-Civil Wer architecture snd im-
portant fortifications of the War Between the States, Mobile is am
extremely significent city from am historicel siendpoint.
Status

A pumber of houges reflecting French influence in their design have
survived, Among these are the so~callg§ "Oldest Building" or “Spanish
Dwelling,® & small Crecle-style structure of brick covered with stucce,
probably built sbout 1800; the French type Double House on South Cone
ceptlon Streetl, one of the only two remsining exsmples in Hoblle of this
type of building; the MelMehon House {"Creole House"), & feithful ezemple
of Creole architecturel style. The Emznuel Home, bullt im 1836, is like-
ly the outstanding early Mobile residence; ite three ctoriss are welle
proporbicned spd the entrance portico railing is ome of the finest
pleces of wroughi-iren work to be found mﬁywhere. Among othsr importsntb
structures are the Hobile County Courthouse, Christ Episcopal Church,
the 0ld Federal Building, and Barton Acedeny.

The first Fort Louis site has been marked by & monument srected
by the State of Alabsma. That of the second Fort Louis {Conde) is now
ocoupied by various types of cémmercisl structures. A brongze plague
marks iis site.

The Spenish Fori sreas on the eastern shorss of Hobile Bay have few

historic remains except those assoclated with the Civil War and ave



largely privately owned,

Fort Geines is owned by tie city of lMobile and is being repsired
by the €C0. I¥ is in fairly good comdition. Locsted on Dauphine Is~
land, it is not very accessible to visitors e&nd will not be unless a
bridge is bullt Yo conunesct the island with the wmainlepd.

Fort Morgeu is & part of the Alsbama State Perk systems. It has
been repaired by the CCC and the Stete of Alabems, with the assistance
of the National Park Service. Work done includes sloping the parspets
of the fort, clearing the parade ground snd restoring the grounds to
their origical level, clearing and restoring the dry moat, repairing
cagemates snd the baétion, and restoring and sloping the outer para-—
pets

imong existing structures st Mebile, Fort Horgan has already been
approved by the Board as apn eligible site under the Historic Sites
Act,

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Rational Park Service encoursage snd as-
siet the ecity of Hobile and the State of Alabama in neking plans lor
the protectior znd development of the historical aspects of the Moblle

region, insofar ag the resources of the Service psrmit.
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THE BATILE OF BOUILE BaAY

Pollowlog the Jeceselon Sravention fthe depledesste Govervment made
plang for strengihening the fortifioatlons on Hebils Day. Fort Galnes
and ?m*t. ﬁ@ﬁgm guarding the mervows channel wors relnfopded snd gavrisoh-
eds  the comslrueilon of Fort ?iﬁww won guickly comploted for the pure
poge of dofending Grent¥sz Peosg and dn the Channel dnmmumareble plies
wvare driven and forpedoss ladd, forcing ths pssssge of every vesmel withe
in cless reuge of Fort Novgints mmwm,. To the siuber of LA6ISLB04

the lrop-clad vegeel, D had hwﬂ belli st Selme, towsd Yo Hoblle

to be srvmorsd with pleting verying in thickaese from Pive o ik luchew,
and Plestedscress Dog Rlver Bay on long woodse tonks, esllsd Yoanels¥, e
to Bobile Bay. The sblp wee 209 fest by 48 feel slth su bwonrres project
ing bayond her bow ab & depth of twe feel belvoe the weler lise amsd six
Brooks Pifled sennon threwing projeetiles of fres wisety-Tfive o 110 pousds
wight, This veseel wes cowspnded by the sdwivel of the Donlederate nevys
Frankiin Bachangsand vag sanned by & plaked erew. LU wne the boset and
prlde of the Oonfederssy ag Lhe sond formldeble lrenedled aliest. In addde

tlomy the herber was profested by thives wooden pma-bosts, the Ko

Althouph Unlcn vessels bad atbuupted & blockade sinoe Mey L8061, 1%

g

mag not ontll the slrongholds on the Blesissippl hed boen redused aod the

1. Oweny, B mu; Tohe Ly e Mﬁ’ ¥ode Iig Pre 235%.
18, Foukiall A, Porker, By &A&w e Bkl

lé ?&Mw:r he Mx,imllw, "The Badile of Nobile Bey, Augued 5, 18647
AL S _ RTINS LA L E; e 3!1« ‘




foop Y

i !meﬂm et

ﬂ’etm pponed thald enomgh ensaele eswld Be spased
1%
s w&*ﬁ;é sy affestivencas., Byan Yhan, 8% sue 415 7Leuld b prevand the

R E Ty

naggage of saell seifd vesselis with supellies for thae Sonladirats BYBY .

Ghwiopnly b eflieient blosheds necoepeliatsd 4

5

wahaErs dod surepsiion

ef Soblle snd In Yhe sexly swwmer of 1004 Bisizel Parrsget onde
ke s,

phitd o

e plans %::m%;mg«mw slauliceepes fnweshmunt of the Porte by
lond sud get, Homewer, -the Usllues of Senerel Douk¥c Bad Blwer expeditice
bad sodouyagsd the Gonlederaies o m:;;m the oflenelve and Gonorsl G
Wy, bis ovcossser, laetend of bidng mw e sale & dwspeetrebion ayeloet

Hobile was yether hepd iﬁ}t‘*&?ﬂ?‘@ﬁ W bakd hils oen,  Slao D000 sen of Lis e
mand hed bewn oundered o Yeshizglon, thes theesban rzm by the Qundederata
General Bealys wo that saly 1, 300 sen wuder ﬁi«@mrx@e& Gorden Drenger oould
b a@mrm%; o

P Juky 17, Gnlor 10 wsw lesued Lo the Unled "‘“%% b wlely few o
Phe confliet; weerele wvors cend o Peossosle fo FE31 sp wiE osel end ape
mieitlons b Leapd 83l spare apaxs eod r%&mg il b @r%x e englue
and bollere with dheln oables wnd dendebngs. ! Bows wrrived thad e sonls

ghben hed Tel% DepWebile, foliowed By the Teouseeh. and lster at8ll

fhat e Uppee Minelesipnd Mgg;mm%gﬁ pond dore, B

8% were o be sddad o the Tleat. It wae belleved sll weuld be in resdie

17 Bddes pe 8ls
18, Poxball A E‘awmm e By
3},33« &km Qﬁ}&".} ﬁﬁ”iﬁ¢ #ﬁtﬁ m *“ 3

e mihm o d® Rl 3 ‘%x s
3,‘%’!3‘} ﬁ-g Wiide &’m'ﬁﬁ ity 3@?&
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’W by dwguet 3ed, The river lron-clsds bad ercived Crow How Qrlesns

snd An the afVernoss pf ke 3rd, uader cowse of the Jlotllis puvnay Goge
arsl Grengexts twa,g’fﬁ ware landed on Deaghine Lsized do Duvest Pord

Gaines, Mi&w pus deleyad watll tha follox ';Wmmw hswevary by

e late wmiml of the Jagupeeh. Repewied ingulries sheow dhe fdairelbe

7

Impotioncs an that dey.

BT bave loet the Iineat &my for gy operelions, L
cmfiﬁ%mtw gupposed thet the Tosuwseh mogld v ready in
four days / frow hey mrmmi in Peunsseals @w@ here we
are on the piath sud no sl gng ol her, snd 1 an W0ld bes
Juet hegen to coal, I could heve dons wery wh .& withouh
bar, as I heve thres here withoud her, and swery day iz
s ixbetrieveble loss. —

¥ihe wseldlers, by agressend, are landing today back
el Dmuphls Z&L&mﬁ,&m gokd 1 bawe gone lo thds sorndvgy
wa woudd hewe fekes thew by surprise. %sfs;r dagerbars Same
uff fyom OGaloes last nipht and they day they do mod supeet
any landiag therey bul they ars wyﬁzﬁm iike heavers on
Horgan,®

e July 12 Ovders lostruoted ibhe wvessels fo run psed the Forie
in mouples, leshed side by slde, se fhet LY one or pore of the vegsels

wers dlsabled, thoelr sonsert could cmrey Lhem theouph, or L0 %

lapopsible, the nexi agtern gould render ile assistenge, Those

Grdorp were modiiied on Jly 294h to the effsct thel the oripsled wessol,
L umable Yo keep hor position, must deop ovt of Llse to the woeplssrd g0
a2 not to wnburresg the vessels sslers by ollsmpling to vegeln bew slew

23
$ion. B fupuet L%h the disgree loy hwelbile Topeaidon sea plven ne Jole

21l. QfSiedal Recewdp {Bavall, L aim# e &5E,
22, Ibd oy §e Q}:.‘
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Bapdiars

%wkwu awd Dutorers Toeumeah
<~ Sppdleprd and Betasomed Rioendup Shme
Highmond and PPEE Rovel mm;m m

%&k&m@ mid Sminele O d akan
feuongehale snd Kmwnebse

am& and Lhusos
foedds wsd Grlaps

Lhe desd Au powe

viows ordecg %o seoomde plees, Lo bls vepowt do the Segretury of the Yge
Pl
vy, Farvaget pays of this chengpss
FLE weo only &t the wrgent regusst of e z«agimw
and sosmunding ofMeers thel Z ﬂwwm e bhe Gre "&w»
ing the lsadiag ehip of the line, ss she hed four ¢

sunsgy aud i Ingenlces sereageent ler plokin torpuines,
and heususe, in thelr éwm&% e ;mmmﬁ.w snght not e
be tou sugh ssposed. i I believe to be sn errer, for
apart fpow the faot mmi wEgmepure Ie one of the gxam,ﬁn&ﬁ
of pank ln e Havy, 30 will alwage be the als of the ae
amy b desteoy the Dlagebliv, sady, se 2lll sppesy in the gew
greky suth ebtenpl wes wery porelstently ssde, b Provie
denas 412 ool persdd 13 4o be suoseseiul.?

The atlsekiog fleet sisewnd up the Hale Shiy Jdusmel b 540y the

2ocden vegesls uo abresst snd lashed logethery ihe Bonliors ware W

thale right; the Jecumpeh »iightly in the dsed, 4% 6847 ¥ T

Lired ithe firsi shetz then Horgsn opened JMive et Tabp  the Irosidys

o

plied end the actlon betnse geseral. The navrow chenvel Jeroed sn gbliges

Pl

approadh, so thel the Fort wae able %o saintein n wﬁtiw fire wn the Jlewt,
ady ef featively sawwerable Pov ke beled mouent when the vesasis pssend

: 26
abresst the Fort and the fell broadside could be bysught te bear, By

T8I0 the Feoumsen wae woll up wbiil the Perd sud drawlug slswly by the Uow-




il .

goeolesving her o8 ths port bessm.

Y fedorste Jsnna figwd at close

guapters was sxpested belwsen %he live-glads, shen the Tpeuuseh ebouck o
torpeds and sank rapldly with o hewvy les: of offlesrs end craw, Sesing
Maa &.‘p}ﬁmfmg dissster sod slpe o vow of borpsdey directly shesd, the

Breaklys bsefloted snd batked, theoving tbe hesd nf the Liune lote sonlie

glon, Parragud 4id not weidy the Heriford and o ganh WOrd Gde

sort Batsco

dared to awlng clesr of ihe Broekive, sesuwming the lesd. 48 be pessed

ragul hallwmﬁ.; howovery that the mmw"x forpedos wers probubly inoodueus

fyaw haelng been Dor sone ties in *&ém ssbay snd wade b
7
¥huamn the lorpodos. Go ahesd. ¥

By Bads wll the vosssle bed pagesd the Fords znd cest off from

thelr conports. Rguel wss then glven Yo atleck the wainjfured iron-slied,
o
. s

vpge, kot only with the gung, Wb by samedng bee dewe et Dedl ﬁ;*am

i, Yhao Legkswapns, avd e Dlageidp puve hae several severe,

bud eomparatively loeffeotiveyashouis. The heavler vessels cwse dows o

hor agais sad wpeis, m iy, & mlasile sent frew the Bapbeltan susteads

ed in penetreting her srsor altbough set breskiag snllrely threugh. Then
$he swokseisck snd sisceris B e of ithe Geafedersls ship wers shot awayg
apd e constant pemuing prevsaled boy deserellsed oree fyon gtanding

thaly gung, The Dol

o wes In puelifen to strlis ut hews when she odste
8d the whits flag and ot fen o¥cleck 014 BDuck®, Admirsl Puokenssy 2upiee

dered, In the mesniine the rebel gunbomt, falna, had been pursved to

20, Ihid,, po 6.
e i’*ﬂ" Lot - S {ﬁajy«,&}’ L)y &%” o @’3"*
%@w ?&Mﬁkl .@w PWKW?Q S ﬂé}ﬁmg e 3%
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inas had suconeded In gaine

| andesssful suplore, slihough the Q g and G
ing ihe @r@ﬁﬁm’ki@ of the E«w%fr

| -&kmﬁ midnight Pord Powell, under comsbent £lve frow DeBoalits
fintille anchored in Grentfa Pasey wis swomeded sud blows ﬁﬁl The gaye
rioon eswupsd to Cedar Polnt, lesving il the pans, elfhdesn in pusbers
In sxzosliont conditlon fov jmeedists service, e feliowing dsy propapses

tiong wers nade for o gensyel busberdsent of Fort Geiper sud

sow comsgocsd fiva., i};a the moyning of the Vih, bhowever, s peodsy was
held, at whish Colonel mwwimmf somnending fhe Pord, surrendered to the
Adniral snd Seneral @x‘mgﬂit he Fort sas sscupled, sssoxding to apresw
menty 80 7 oy Sugust Gth,

A%sr the surrender of Ford Galners 2 wespege wag spent o Genere
&l Page at Ford Horgon advising sislilay setion. But Yas Genarel exprasse
@i his detersisation to deflend his pest to the last sulrenliiy. Sesordinge
iy, Gemeral frenger soved his commsnd norose the Bay to Bavy Covee four
alles diztent frow Fort Morgew, frow which podnd & glesdy sdvence weg mede
i med tewseds the Fewt, 8y e&h@ iad Fort Sergap ves complately inveeted
Yy land mnd ges o &*m‘a&i‘%&g furious bosbepdeent. With wells bgeughed,
simont swwry plecs of wcimmw disabled sod the eliadel on flwey the Ferd

%]
Blnally swersadered, Segust 23ed,

38, BEEieiad Beoordy (Javall, p. 437, AT
3 m;; }}I‘a %‘5"95»

32, Tbid., pp. 536~537 |
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

SPAYIZH FORT, FORT MORGAN, FORY GALNES,
Woblie Bay, Alavama.

The strategle lmportence of Moblie Bay, extending thiébty-Iive
mllee in from the ULl of Mexice, foreed its comsplevcus vels ln serly

eolonial bisory, the Ver of 1812 end Civil Yer =

sy sndd neval GOl
palgne, From 16091722 Hoblle was the caplial of Preush loulsens, a
werritory shich embraged sll the @iﬁaiaﬁigii viliey fron the Alabamise
Tomblghes Ssein to ledelinite elalus west., Oy the Treaty of Paris in
1763, Frenge ceded Hobile country to Great Britain, while Spein acguired
possession of New/Orieans und Louisisna west of the ¥issiesippl. Frbbe
tion betweon the British and Spanish colonise, wought Yo o bhesd with
Gpeints declavetion of war on Bogland in 1779, resulied in the crganize-
$on of sn expeditéon wnder the young Spanlsh Cowsrnor, Bernsade Gelyess
againgt the British. Reinforcements for the DBritish came too ﬁﬁtﬁ} Higyom
bile wss captured; and The Brilish delsaled on Hie ﬁMﬁmﬁrm.m&wrﬁ»% Bhiog e
1y thersafter, Boglend ceddd Wesd Florids %o Spain, Whether or not the
gapulon of Loulplons by Spain to Prance fo 1800 end subsequent pemoehase
by the United States in 1307 exiended to the Pardide RBlver sss uot cleer,

as the sxsel meles end bounds of the ferrpiiory wors not prosgribed, The

Rovoont Uomings sod Herth

2 Hs :?ﬁw
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United Stetes slulsed the Meblle cownltyy, however, fyom ikic peried ong
%%w %mwmwry W «;\m ded during the Ser of 2 lollosiny e suryrae
dor of the %mm an Bprdl 13, mﬁﬂ? and tiile Tlsslly selmowisdped in
the mmm Tronty of 18L% on the sssslon of fpasish Flordde 1o the
Tnlted Statos.

Q14 Spanleh was sretbed alfter the Pritish defest fa 177 on the
sasiern shore of Eeblle Bay. On Jesvary ¥, 1781, e Port was stiacied
by & ferce of Brltish iz thelr fineld aftewpt to salnleln euppewmaey in
thiz pection by Tovee of syas apaine Gpuln. Severszl vwrucowsslul st
iempte wore nade to caryy fhe ford by speavli. The losses were healy ob
both sider sod locluded the Britlish comsander, After ibe Jlpht the Sie
ghish wlibdeow o Ponssgola snd In Bey of the ssse weey supresdsred o
Unlven, the :}mmm‘& RIS mﬁmrﬁ

The Ford wos mﬁmmzm& work bulit o

tonsly fwom the sster, Ite parapet; on the tay side weo made by WROAYGe

£ plaing pregiple

ting the sapth frow the slde of the blull to » thickuses of thirty fwad,
Puring the Glvil Bar s gondingous seslcirewise Line of bressbwnrks and
padoubbs snolosed the Pord, with Fort Boelermedd on e hipghest ond mosd
prosinent blall b Yhe oxtrems righi of the Line sud Bed Ford o the
sorth, 4t the g,wégm% time, Little resalns of e Uonlelersie works to

fdantity the spod.

3 Poter J. Handlbon, #;“if&u@
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Aot LYLE the French consipueted a pailewded fectbon Deuphiune Lee

landy telled Ford Tombigbee. On the rulne of Wiz serly Feerl, the Unlied
e .

States condescted for the censtruelion of anotber foriified post in 118,

Vork wan begun and sontinved satil 1821, shen suspended Tor Beok of Pemda,

In 1848, & b@im fort was iald culy bub progress ses slow snd i1 wee nob

conpiatad witll the Givil Vaw, when gareisened by Sonfederate troeps.
Tha Fort swe bulld of briok, iz the Dovwm of & gtar viith penidelsched wesyy
®

five fest thiek, and smell worke; in engles, for fleck defevce. In 1864
whon invested by Geuseral Uranger, m&rﬁy pune were sounted, of whieh
three wers sslusbleds pnd the eseb talvdye-ftuwe sod thewtyelonr pulindorn.
I%a gerrisen copsisted of fovty-pix efficers and 838 =en. It i¢ believed
tha old Wwrick casemste 1o stlll luw o pood state of preseevetion. Pross

i
ant fortificstions dete bebussn ihe years 19011904,

Yord Borgen

&% Voblle Polunty Beldwin Qownly, esbifrelling the warrow snivence
to the Bay, Ferld Bowys: wes srected by order of dprll 26, 1813, On Seple
awher 15. J834, it wey gerrizened sod used in Sodvew Jecksonts campelpn ,
reaistiog the Dired Bridleh stteck suecessfully on Jeplesber 15, 3814

but the follewing @ebruary an stiawpt o relieve the Fert havisg falled,
'f £
EAN

Bajor Lewrsnoe, $te coumasdar, m&m*mmiwaﬁ o the British, &% toe close

« Thosos Beddory Owen, B
ii;i e ¥ol. 3, p. &40,
ﬁ %I!’!&?a.:‘ -h}‘ ?&2“&@3@", 4

Fe me, S m»»‘s e ¥ ‘ O
13 Cemlags and Albawy, m«* Shbag pe 59
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~a$‘%ﬁ& Yar plene were nede do replage thls wooden plruniure wltih stouter
matsrial, . The pew fort, salled Norgss, is thw o xs;ixwf £ gonatruation

far & mmhw ol yesre, wee Jimally cospleted in m“fﬁM

Fwﬁ Mm was & penitsgonel brickebnaiionsd work, the 1dus ey
ita morter beving bem sxtrected from the opster ehells of Duuphine Lpe
lond epd vielnléyl ¥Wiihin the Fort wes s ciladel, owaisiniag owarlevs
far seldiers, vhope wallng lospebolud lor muakeley wevs fouwe feol in
thickoess; the outer senrp wall wes foupdfeed eight loches thish, AL the
time of the paasege @fw}?m%m'%* fleock the Ford wes nounted wlth eightyw
gha guns of verieus onlibyresy the soet Toemidable defense, the Pselsr bad-
i;ary” Tors bwe piiied thidby-teon, four ten inch celusbleds end sue
slght imoh Uookbs rille. The gecclson of the Ford, insluding officers
and nen pushared mﬁ'ﬁ

Peliownlog the Civil Wer, Fort Horgwn wes ellewed fo fall inte dige
pepsdr, wetdl 1898 when with ibe feer that the Spanish Dlest wight atinek
the (ulf const, nww ssd medern Dorfllicstions wsre seoebed and the old daw
Tomuses resovated. Duping the Yerld Har, fhe Pord wes parviooned and ssed

i3
Fur conceniystion purposen snd trelning Geps.

ik Bemillon, gn. ghlss ppe 224025,
2. Pazball &, Porker, §9. 2l%.¢ ps &
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