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UNITED ST.i:iTES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE rnTERIOii. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
BRANCH OF PLANNING 
EXTENSION DIVISION 

PROPOSED NATIONAL PAllKS & MONUMENT~. 

(Form of r eport from Regional Officer3) 
To be typed throuJhout. 

,,,- ' 

......-1 / ..o ~ --

. ... 
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Lct tGr of transmittal : To be atta.ched (sunmary and recornmendat~n) 
Name of Project. : Coosa Historical Sites National Monument 
Loca~iou- (state , county, dist~nce and direction from known city) 

Talladega County, Alabama, 50 miles S. E. of Birmingham 

Al1 ea - Toti:tl 101000. ./lC!'ef.: Sq_uare Miles. 

Bound~ries - (cl.escr i ption, referenc'3 to maps to be attached) 

Pr·oposed: No specific boundaries proposed 

Iiecommended : If developed, should be bounded on the west by 
Coosa River, on north by Talladega Creek, on the 
south by Tallasahatchee Creek and on t he east by 
the Township line (see map). 

Access i bility: 
Railvn.y: Southern Railway (Branch Line) Central of Ga. 
Hi ghway: Florida Short Route. 
Ai rline : None. 
l11:i.terway:Coosa River navigable to Rome, Ga. No passenger boats. 

Major clrn.ractcristi cs - (Indicate t hose 1\'hich are outstanding and 
a t t ach addit ional infor111at ion i f necessary¢! 

1. Scenic feature::;- (topography, el evo.ti.011 , ple..nt i..:over, 
water, etc): 

Gently rolling farm lands. Knolls and marshy bottoms 
covered with typic~ S. E. Plants. Muddy winding s treams. 

2 . Historical or prehistoric fea turec: 
Site of Gosa and saletete settlements, oldest aboriginal 
towns in thi s section. Few evidences remain. Visited by 
DeSoto in 1640, f or one month, also by· other early explorers. 

~. Geol ogical fe:ltu.rer: 
Talladega or Kymulga Cave 1s only outstanding geological 
feature, whi·ch is probably two miles long. However, little is 
accessable, and most of remainin not worthy of being made 
accessable. However, h~dsome onyx formations abound. 
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1L Jlecrea tional po~:sibi.lities (if compatible with project) 

Na tiom~l ; None 

Locc...l : Cave and abor~ginal town sites of 
regional int erest . 

F.s b m,1ted popu1o.tion Y;ithin a radi us of 50 m.i.le~ :500,000 
100 If 2,000,000 
:~oo 11 4,ooo,ooo 

5. Bio~ogical feat ures : 
Ve.get..a.:.Y.,13 : Typical Southeastern vegetation badly abused. 

I 

:'iil cUi f e : Small game, badly abused 

Need for conserv-l'.tion: Of local cooperative natuxe, land bett er adapted 
to agriculture than forest conserva tion. 

2.el ath re import.~mc•;; i n compari s on wit h .~:cent> oi ;:;.ibmi ll'1.r 
na Lure! else-..,.here : 

Would r ank with bes t six St ate Monument sites in Alabama . 
Mos t attractive cave in the Sta te . 

Possibl e .. levelopruent ·-
Rec:cr~o.tional fac_;_l..!..ue~.; (if compatible with projeei:.) : 

Cave as geological reservation. 

tJtLii:.ies -
'r'hte!' tmp:ply: None 

Pe.ddng spa;::e, ce.paci 1~y: 

Small acrea s at point s of inter est . 
Ca mpg:i:ound sites , capacity: 

Probably half dozen cabins for touris t and archiologist . 
Light and powe-r facil.iti.eG : 

Alabama Power High t ension line, 35,000 volts . 

- - -----
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Sewer a6e disposal f acil ities: Septic tanks at cabins and rest 
rooms at points of interest cost about $2,000. 

Capacity foI' handling of visi tor s : 

Crowds would probably be very small . 

~f~~icability of' administration and p;:otecti on : 

Cost would probably exceed public benefit . 

Other l and uaes-
Mining resonrces: 

Quarrying of tripolii earth and trap rock has been profitable 
in past . 

/:..gricul trn:al re~.> OUl'Gr~:::: 
Good. Approximately eighty percent of ~rea now in souther n 
field crops. 

Gruzirig : 

Few desirable grasses . 

Gult.i·;at~~d crops : 
Cotton, corn and truck growing. 

Timber: 

Second growth short leaf pine. 

Hunting & Fi£hir.g nses : 
Good fishing in both large creeks. Small game abounds in 
wooded sections. 

Power Resour ce;-, : 

Negligable. 

Irrigation Resoltrce s~ 

Slight. 
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Ownership : 
Railm~ys : 
State: 

500 Ac 
100 Ac 

Municipalities : 
Private : 

None 
9000 

Total ali enated lands.--=9~6~0~0:..--~~ 

Mining claims : 
Grazing.permits and withdrawals : 
Power permits : 

None 
None 
None 

Total permit acreage _ N_o_n_e ___ _ 

National f o.rest lands: 
Public domain: 

None 
None 

Reclamation projects : 
Indian 1.9.nds : 

None 
None 

Total public lands None 

•rotal acreage 9 , 600 

Land vaJ)j.~~ : Aver age approximatel y $16 .00 p~r acre . 
. •:.i.e. 

History of project : Local persons des i ring .to sell unprofitable farm lands, 
have advocated proj ect . State De~artment of Archives and 
Hi story have genuni ne interest i n certain small tracts . 

Local atti tude : :fgnorance and indifference . County Officials would 
probabl y object to r emoval of marge tract from tax 
r ol ls . Land assessed at average of $10 . 00 

Persons interes ted: Senator Hugo Blg.ck and Mr s . Mar ie B. Owen, Director, 
Department of Ar chives and History. 

Itin::!r&ry (Sheet to be· at tached) 

Bibliop-nphy: Area visi ted June 7 , 1935. 
Picketts Hi story of Al abama . 

Li3t of phot ographs, maps and printed inf ormation submit ted : 
(Sheet to be attached) 

Note: All maps which are specially prepared by t he 
Regional Of fices should conform t o oo.e of t he 
following s tandard sizes: 

Letter s ize - 1811 x 24 11 21 11 x 36 11 
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