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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GENERAL LAND CFFICE

* " Public Survey Office
Junesu, Alaska,
- Dec. 4, 1937

nr.. Gwl A. P&rkﬂ,

District Cadastral Engineer,
Public Survey 0ffice,
Juneau, Alasgks,

Dear 3ir:

An old village site was found near the quarter-section
corner between Sections 21 and 28, 7. 4 N., R. 11 ¥W., Seward
Meridian on Kenei Peninsula. Herbert C. Torgerson, Transitman,
who ran the line April 28, 1937 noticed it and reported it to
me. Immediately I investigated the findings end then made a
rough sketeh of the huts or house sites, pacing the positions
and estimating the orientations from the seotion line that
passes over the site.

The site is situated on a gentle, westerly slope just
below the brow of the nearly level or slightly rolling ground
eagtward., Where the site is located, the general contours
have a somewhat orescent shape, being about ten chains across
the extreme points and about four chains deep in the arc. It
is about three and one-half miles east and two miles unorth
of Easilof on Cook Inlet. In other words, it is about three
and one-half miles inland from Cook Inlet.

From all indications, this site appears to be very old.
Within the outlines of the foot walls of one of the house sites
a gpruce tree about fourteen inches diameter was out down and
the annular ring growths counted. A conservative count showed
approximately two hundred rings. There are larger trees within
other house sites.

The outlines of the house sites rather resemble the
remaing of a house foundation, are well-defined raises varying
from two to three feet high and about four or five feet across
the foot, being rounded on top and grass-covered.
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The forest growth within the house sites is consistent
in density and size with the surrounding timber. Spruce is
the predominating growth and varies from twelve to twenty-
eight inches in diameter.

The houses appesr to be uniform in size with two rooms.
The main room is about fifteen by twenty feet. The long side
bears about north and south with en annex room eight by eight
feet on the east side. Measurements are all made along the
orest of the wall outlina.

Io the middle of the mein room outline I found stone fire
beds about two end one-half feet in dlameter, eight inches be-
low the present surface of the ground floor. The stones show
indications of heat. All of the openings or supposed entrances
are on the lower side snd apparent front side ebout mid section,
although a few openings were noticed in northwest corners. Two
single~-room house sites were noticed on the lower edge of the

. village sbout mid section. They appear to bave no openings.

A cross section of these wall outlines at various places
revealed a layer of turf about four inches thick mostly black
loam mazsed with roots; then a thin layer of volocanic ash from
one-half inch to two inches thiock; then another layer of dark
goll about five inches thick and more compact; then a very thin
laver of voleanie¢ ash and then & browaish layer of loam thab
averages about one foot desp and appesrs 1o have been at one
time top soil. Beneath the brown loam is ¢lean sharp sand
of unknown depth. A test pit alx feet deep was dug near one of
the house sites and we found no change in sand quality. Some
emall particles of charred wood were found in the first layer.
Ho wood desayed or otherwise was found within the cross seation
of the wall, except the particles of ocharred wood above-mentioned.

Qwing to the condition of the ground, which was frozen
hard and deep, no further attempt was made to dig for further
evidence.

In conclusion I wish to state that the significance of
this old village site lies in ite remoteness from any water and
the fact that 1t 1s spparently a very old one.

Bketches of the village, detail of house site and cross
section of wall terrain are attached hereto for your information
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and ruirﬁim' action.

FGB/ne
Att. 2

-2- Dec. 4, 1937

Yours very truly,

(8igned) PLOYD G. BETTS
Floyd G. Betia
Cadantral Englneer, G. L. O.

e S REE R o e

TRl

|
&
i
b
i
i
o
1
% &
»3
¥ j‘
4

A

ST TR



o

i

A T
COPY
Div. "A" UNITED STATES
Reporting old . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ruins, ’ GENERAL LAND OFFICE
" Alaske.,

Office of the Supervisor of Surveys
DENVER, COLORADO
December 13, 193%7.

The Commissioner of the General Land O0ffice,
. Waghington, D. C.

Deaxr Sip:

I am in receipt from Mr. Geo. A. Parks, District
Cadastral Engineer, District No. 9 (Alaska), of a report
and rough sketoh prepared by Mr. Floyd G. Betts, Cadastral
Engineer, of what appears to be the ruins of an old village
discovered by Mr. Betts in the course of his survey work
last summer on the Xenal Peninsula, under Survey Group
No. L. I tranemit herewith the report, with sketeh, for
your consideration.

Paragraph 13 of the Secrstary's instructions dated
December 28, 1806 (also see Commissioner's letter "E" WIP,
dated October O, 1908) , directs that special reports con=-

| cerning historic or prehistoric ruins or other objects of

. antiquity discovered in the course of the work, be sub-

, mitted with location descriptions. It may be that the

| Department will desire to make a temporary withdrawal of the
|\ land on which the site is located until ite value can be

| determined.

The township in which the ruing are located was sur-
veyed during the past summer and the returns will be prepared
this winter. Apparently all of the houses wowuld be contained
in the SE}, 5W}, Section 21 end NE}, Nwk, Section 28,

T. 4 N., R. 11 W., Seward Meridian. .

In this connection, attention is called to the fact
that a student from the University of Alaskas, employed as
a field assistant on Mr. Betts' party, made a preliminary
report of the discovery of the ruins to that institution,
It is now understood that the Unilversity contemplates doing
some excavating work on the site as soon as opportunity offers,
and no doubt others will become interested as publicity is
given to the location. The Aet of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225)
and the regulations issued by t be Secretary, provide the panner
in which permits must be acquired for excavating old ruins
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aituated on lands owned or controlled by the Government. It

is doubtful however whether the provisions of this act and of

the Secretary's instructions thereunder are generally known
in Alaska. In the circumstances perhaps some public refer-
ence to the act or specific instructions through General Land
Office channels would be advisable.

Very respectfully,

{Signed) Frank M. Johnson
Supervisor of Burveys.

ROM.
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ESS ONLY THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAN FICE

UNITED:STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

* GENERAL LAND OFFICE

 WASHINGTON |
JAN 171938

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

o S
1707856 "A" ML
Cooperation.
The Director,
National Park Service.
My dear lMr. Cammerer:
. g Enclosed for your consideration is a letter

from.tha Supervisor of Surveys at Denver, Colorado, with
a report and rough sketch prepared by Floyd G. Betts,
Cadastral Engineer, of what appears to be the ruins of
an old village discovered in the course of survey work
last summer on the Kenal Peninsula, Alaska, under survey
group No. Sl.

The case is referred to you for consideration
ag to whether the land should be withdreawn for classi-
fioétion as a national monument or an archaeclogical site.

In accordance with the general request of your
bureau, two carbon copies of this letter are enclosed.

Very respectfully,
(signed) Fred W, Johnaem
Commissioner.
COPY FOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

. GENERAL LAND OFFICE
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

The Director,
Division of Territories and lsland Fossesslions.
o My dear Dr, Gruening:

Reference is made %o your letter of March 18, 1938,
. relative to a withdrewal recommended by the Haticnal Park
Service of certain lands on the Eenal Peninsula in Alaska

.,

for national wopument classifice¥ion. |

& form of order was subseguently prepared which
was slgned by the Preasident on YMay 1€ asnd published in the
Federal Register of May 18, 1930,

In this connection your attention is invited to |
the letter of the Supervisor of Surveys of December 13, 1937, i
a copy of which was furnished you on Bargh 1, 193%. The
regulations under the act of June B, lgﬁf {34 Btat. 285},
to which he refers, are contained in the enclosed cireular.
Tt is suggensted that these regulations mey be brousht Lo
the notice of the President of the University of Alaska,
if you believe that he 18 not acgualnted with the procedurs
to be followed in applying for a permit for the examination
of rulne and the excavation of archasological sites.

Very respectfully,
(sgd) Joel David Wolfsohn .
Acting Assistant Commissioner.

Eneo.
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“EXHOUTIVE ORZER

WITHDBAVAL OF PUBLIC TAND FOR CIASSIFICATION, BIC,
ALASEA

| By viriue of m wmnt to *eha anthority vested in
me bzr the set of Juze 25, 1910, oh, 421, 36 Stat. sslw, a8
amended by i;haz_a,qg of Angust 24, 1912, ch, 369, 37 Stat.
M‘l. and subject %o the mon,d,iti..omﬁ therein sxpressed, it

* s ordered that the following-deseribed publis lands in

Am‘h. be, anfdl they are heveby, temporarily withdrawn

from settlement, locakfon, sale, or entry, for eclessifice-
 ion and paniing.a determination ss to the advissbility of

reserving them for national-monument purpeses: '

Seward Meridian

wq' llr-f.... :ﬂ. 11 Vh (m@cﬁptﬁé mﬁy} N
fiec, 20’ B‘%’i
sees, 21 and 28; ‘
hﬁﬁu 29, E_%‘,,
aggregating 1,920 aeres.

This order shell continwe in force until revoked by
- the Fresident or by net of Congress.

/8 Frankiin D, Roosevelt

F.R.951
| THE WHITE BOUSE, Biac

Hay 16, 1933.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
w7 'REGION FOUR -
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

801 Sheldon Building - |

EORANDUN for the Regional Mrww, Region Fouwrs |
www& is made o the withdrawal of &,%ﬁ asres of lend mﬁ the Xenai

. Peningula of Alaske near the Village of Kesilof for National Honument gonw
sideration under Executive Order 7888, detod Mey 18, 1888. This withdrewal
wig lesed on the reccmmendation of Commissioner Ja&wmx of the General lLand

%ﬁu m&or mm of Jeguery 17, 1938.

mw aren wep discussed in Anchorage with Mr. leonard Berlin, Assooiste
Cadantral Bnpineer of the Paresu of land Hsanagement. Mr. Beblin mede the
originel survey of the region and reported the existence of some native

~ Baraberse (& mud voversd twig hut) on the lend, He stated that the exhibiy

wag nok of wmeual significsnce bub that ite inmportence spparently grew in
the minds of others after the report wes subnmitbed. He t}.w mm ’k&mﬂz ha
bed dug ints one of the Bavabarss but foued no arbifscts. Thess Buraburss
are prosumebly found eleovhore along the Bristol Ney snd Beriug fwﬁxm
Region of Alaske. A sn le, wimilor hubts are found in the »1d Savonsskdi

~ Village of Katmai (see photo {48 Hetmal Report, 1945, prepared by m}.

On August 2, Les Diederich, Chief of Lond Planning, and I made an serial
reconnaissance of the Ksgllel sres, onroube to Keatmei. From & flight elova~
bion of about 500 feet we were wable to detect amui‘ the rulug, as the area
yag tos densely covered with brush. We sbsorved that the new Renei-Homer
rosd, which is under sonsbructlon, either bisects or skirts the ares. A mrw
tion of the tract snd the land wost to the Jook Inlet is swaspy wuskeg. Ap- .
proximately §/8 of the tract is classified by the Bursaw of Land Management
ag being suitable for general crop production. This elassifiontion was
detormined by Nr. "Curley™ Hall, chlel of the party that surveyed the site
fn 1945, For further first-hand information concerndng the treck, it might
be adviseble for Mr. Wieth to contest Mr. Hall in the Washington Buresw of
Lend Mansgement Offies. (See GLO Nep - LO-AU~1, Jemuary 1m.)

Ve abm&m the iden of meking & ground inspection, in view of the
inncceseibility of the tract fyom the Village of Kesilef and the element

of tiws and transportation required.

- The epparent ingignificance of the sres snd its remote loocstlon pmmpt
me to recommend that wo further considerstion be gpiven it, and thet the Ser-
vise recommend Lo the Seeretary st en m&,,y date revscation of the withdvawel,

: (Sgd) .Alfred C. Kuehl

‘ 1 | K1fred 6. Kuehl,
7//7/7_’ 7 landasape Architeot.



MEMORANDUM for the Director.

¥ vy

DEPARTMENT OF THE INT,ERAMORM SERVICE_ .
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
'REGION FOUR 847 §EP 1% i
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
601 Sheldon Bldg

Air Mail

There are briefly outlined details of August progress of examination
and recommended action on public land withdrawals as listed in Acting Commis-
sioner Havell's memorandum of August 21, 1933, and Acting Director Johnson's
memorandum of October 3, 1940,

Alasks. .
E. O, 7888 dated May 16, 1938 covering 1920 acres on the Kenai Penlnsula
about 3 miles northeast of bhe small tovm of Ka31loff. B

T —

Landscape Architect A. Kuehl investigated this area from the air in come
pany with Chief Land Planning L. J. Diederich on August 2. Later Mr. Kuehl
discussed the location with the chief of the survey party which surveyed the
area ‘some years ago. While Mr. Kuehl has not yet submitted his report, it is
understood that both he and lir. Diederich are of the opinion that the area
is insignificant and that the withdrawal should be revoked. However, Regional
Historian Neasham is against such a course in principle at least until a
historian or archeologist has made a field examination. An examination such

as Mr. Neasham suggests, is not likely to materialize at least for some years.

In the circumstances we suggest that Mre. Diederich discuss the matter

/| further with Mr. Ronald Lee in an abtempt to reach a decision.

It should be mentioned that one map we have here shows the site in ques=
tion as being within a "Moose Refuge". We do not know whether this status
in con junction with the provisions of the Antiquities Act would afford any
worth while protection to the area.

-

Herbert Maier,
Acting Regional Directore

ce: Director, Washington. o 45
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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

601 Sheldon Bldge.

MEMORANDULM for the Directors

Reference is made to the matter of Public Land Withdrawal E. O. 7888
relating to 1920 acres of land in the vicinity of the village of Kasiloff on
the Kenai peninsula in Alaska, and set aside in 1938 for a proposed national
T T e S e i

There has been a lengthy correspondence on this area. A forest fire
on the peninsula prevented our main party from investigating the site. How=
ever, on August 2 Messrs. Kuehl and Diederich were able to fly over Kasiloff,
and a copy of Mr. Kuehl's report dated September 10 is attached.

Mre Kuehl reports that both he and Mr. Diederich came to the conclusion
that the area was quite insignificant and that the withdrawal should be revokede.
However, as was mentioned in our Withdrawal Areas Monthly Report for August,
Regional Historian Neasham, who has not visited the area, is against such a
course in prineiple until at least a historical or archeological field examina-
tion can first be made. OSuch a field examinetion probably could not materia-
lize for several yearse.

- Undoubtedly Mr. Diederich will make his own repoft. We cen only suggest
that Mr. Diederich discuss the matter with Mr. Ronald Lee in an attempt to

reach agreement as to Service action on the withdrawal.

It should be mentioned that one map we have here shows the site in ques= j
tion as being within a “lMoose Refuge'. It is possible that such a sbatus in
conjunction with the provisions of the Antiquities Act would afford a limited
protection.

It does appear to us that we cannot continue withdrawals indefinitely ;
unless we can show a very good reason for doing so, particularly in view of
certain bills now before Congresss

e CL~ |
HoerbBert Maier, |
Acting Regional Direcltors
Enclosiire 2471090 | | | ;

ce: Director (Washingbton) w/c encl v
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‘Chief Historian, -

~'SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 29, 1948

Mr. Ronald F. Lee,

National Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lee:

I am réturnlng herewith the original file
papers on the Ka31loff site in Alaska. I have checked
our request for" permlts “and permlt flles, and do not
find that any request for a permit to excavate at that
site was referred to the Smithsonian Institution. In
view of the fact that other permits were issued to the
University of Alaska for work at other locations in
Alaska during the fiscal years following the withdraw-
al of the site for possible National Monument purposes,
I am of the opinion that the University of Alaska prob-
ably did not carry through in its proposal to excavate
at the Kasiloff site.

: D Froellck G. Rainey, Director of the Uni-
versity Museum, Philadelphia, was associated with the
University of Alaska at that time, and it is possible
that you can obtain from him information about the
matter. Dr. Rainey did considerable work in Alaska,
both as a representative of the University of Alaska
and as a representative of the American Museum of
Natural History at New York, and he undoubtedly will

- know if any digging has been done at the Kasiloff

site. He also would be qualified to advise you con-
cerning the advisibility of holding the site for
National Monument purposes, or of returning it to
the Public Domain. Dr. Henry B. Collins, of our
staff, would be able to give us a good opinion as

to whether or not the site merits being designated
as a National Monument. He recently left for the
Canadian Artic, however, and will not be available
through the remainder of the summer.,




iy

Mr. Ronald F. Lee June 29, 1948

Personally, I would be inclined to agree
with you in the matter, and think that because the
site is located within a Moose Refuge area, it
would be sufficiently protected if the Executive
Order 7888 of May 16, 1938 should be revoked.

Sincerely yours,

ARV MW

Frank H. H. Roberts, Jr.,
Director, River Basin Surveys.
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. + GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

R ' 34 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
g N 13 M 10 JUN 12 1352
2 . ' ’
JUN 13 19592
Memorandum
Tos C. L, Wirth, Director, National Park Service
From: W. B, Wrather, Director, U. S. Geological Survey
Subject: Transmittal of report on national momument withdrawal
area (E.0, 7888).
I have the pleasure of transmitting to you for administra-
% tive use a "Report of Reconnaigsance Invegtigations in the National
Monument Withdrawal Ares near Kagilof, Alaska" for which a need was
* exprecssed by Mr. Herbert E, Kahler, Ghlef Higtorian, and Mr., George L.

Collins, Chief, Alaska Recreational Resources Survey. This report

was prepared by'}bssrs. Karlstrom and Benninghoff from field notes

and a plane table survey macde, as time permitted, during their

military geology investigations on the Kenai Peninsula in the summer

of 1951, On two days they visited the national monument area in the

company of Dr, Aubrey Neasham, Reglonal Historian, and Dr. Louis R.
- Caywood, Archeologiste.

o It is stated in the text of this report that a sample of
wood assoclated with the occupation layer has been submitted to the

Lemont Leboratory for radiocarbon analysis. When the age determi-
nation is returned, that information will be forwarded to your office.

Do A Nl

Acting Director

Attachment N

s 4

i IN REPLY REFER TO: ..-



iy

e :Ex-.:." —~

TRl .' B e YT yeaply veler to8

5& wm - B

%or  Wa B, Wrather, Director, U. S. Geologiesl Survey
Prome sebing Director

Subjects Report of Reconmatssance Investigations 1n Mational
- lonument Ares neer Nasxilof, Alaske

' memymmﬁm the fine repord prepeved by lrs.
Thor H. ¥, Zarlptrom snd Willlss 8. Bemmingheff of your ateif.
This report on the Kesilof arves will be wery balpfed to owr sbali

- sorking on Alasks problems and iz belng forwarded Yo ir. George
Ly Golline, Chief, Alaske Recrestionad Resources Survey.

{S6D) Hillory ©. “pe
M‘Mﬁg Divectar

onal Director, Region Four (2) with report
s Recreation Planning
story _mviaion

Kablte,

"

Juy 19 1352
et

JUN 1 91952
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