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Foreword

While the preservation of historic buildings has a
long and distinguished history, the field of historic
landscape preservation is still evolving. In recent
years, we have seen a shift from documentation to
interest in preservation maintenance. Now, we
recognize a broad range of historic landscapes
including historic sites, scenes, designed
landscapes, and rural (or vernacular) landscapes.

Two recent publications produced by the National
Park Service, National Register Bulletin 18: How
to Evaluate and Nominate Designed Historic
Landscapes and Bulletin 30: How to Identify,
Evaluate and Register Rural Historic Landscapes,
have created the context for recognition and
registration of historic landscapes. Now
preservationists are faced with the dilemma of
how to treat these significant landscapes.
Unfortunately much of the current literature
regarding preservation techniques is focused on
historic buildings.

For this reason, the National Park Service began a
new initiative in 1989 to improve the availability of
guidance on the treatment of historic landscapes.
Locating available information is the first step
toward determining an appropriate strategy for
preserving any landscape. This Reading List has
been prepared to describe basic publications on
issues of historic landscape preservation. While
not comprehensive, it is intended to identify and
describe for readers readily available sources of
information relating to historic landscapes.

It is our hope that this publication will assist
landowners, landscape architects, cultural resource
managers and maintenance personnel in planning
and implementing preservation work on historic
landscapes.

H. Ward Jandl
Chief, Technical Preservation Services Branch
Preservation Assistance Division

The cllipse at Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C. This premier estate garden was designed by Beatrix Jones Farrand, landscape
gardener, and the owner, Mildred Bliss between 1921-1947. Photo courtesy of Linda Flint McClelland.
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Dancer farm, South Lima Rural Historic District, Washtcnaw
County, Michigan. Photo by Virginia Denham; courtesy of
National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service.

Introduction

This bibliography focusses on historic landscape
preservation, including the essential tools
necessary to understand and evaluate the
resource, as well examples of specific treatments
such as restoration, reconstruction, and
rehabilitation. In order to make decisions about
the proper treatment, a landscape must be
inventoried and analyzed to determine its period
of significance and level of integrity. For this
reason, the Reading List includes references
related to the preservation process --from
inventory and analysis, to case studies related to
specific landscape types or features. The
bibliography also provides information on both
designed and vernacular landscapes. As a result,
it is by no means exhaustive. Rather, entries are
limited to those that are essential to basic
landscape preservation, or that provide an
overview of issues related to historic landscapes.
Most of the entries are readily available, either
through major libraries or through purchase.

Publications on more specialized topics, such as
horticulture, architecture, historic architecture,
soils, geology, site engineering, the practice of
landscape architecture, land use planning, and
agriculture, have not been included unless the
information on these subjects relates specifically
to the preservation of historic landscapes. A few
entries are listed which provide technical
information on preservation/rehabilitation
techniques for historic buildings, as the principles
may be easily applicable to landscape features.

There are other topics which are relevant to
historic landscape preservation but where the
literature is extensive and already widely collected
and available. For example, the volume of
material on Frederick Law Olmsted Sr., his work,
and the work of the Olmsted Brothers firm is
enormous and widely available. In these cases, we
have chosen to limit entries to major, easily
available works.

Most of the sources refer to landscapes in the
U.S. Notable exceptions include a number of
historical works such as Edith Wharton’s Italian
Villas and Their Gardens and the writings of
Gertrude Jekyll. These and other European texts
greatly influenced American gardens and are
therefore included.



The bibliography is intended to be useful to a
wide range of individuals interested in landscape
preservation. For this reason, a number of short
articles that may already be known to the
professional historian or landscape architect have
been included. For the professional
preservationist or historic landscape architect,
entries may be found from a number of subjects
or fields, since the topic of landscape preservation
is germane to several disciplines including
landscape design, history, geography, horticulture,
and planning.

Examination of this Reading List is in itself
revealing about the state of literature on
landscape preservation. Few comprehensive
books on the subject take the reader through the
entire process of landscape identification,
evaluation, and treatment. As a result, not all of
the entries are equally valuable or useful. A few
collections of articles are worth noting. They
include:

The historic preservation issues of
Landscape Architecture magazine [Vol. 66,
No. 3 (May 1976); Vol. 71, No. 1 (January
1981); and Vol. 77, No. 4 (July/August
1987)],

Special landscape issues of the APT
Bulletin [Vol. XI, No. 4 (1979); Vol. XV,
No. 4 (1983); and Vol. XXI, No. 2 (1989)],

The Yearbook of Landscape Architecture:
Historic Preservation (edited by Richard A.
Austin, Thomas Kane, Robert Z. Melnick,
and Suzanne Turner).

In addition to these publications, several of the
entries are "recommended" texts, and may be of
particular interest to those new to historic
landscape preservation. We have indicated these
standard works with an asterisk ¢k). Most of the
standard texts are historical works or relate to
landscape history since there is very little
literature on landscape preservation technology.

Readers may notice a conspicuous lack of
publications related to period gardens. Many of
these publications advocate construction of
historic period-looking gardens in places that
never had gardens to begin with, usually to create
or "improve" the setting for a historic building.
For landscapes that are significant in their own
right, this "treatment” is generally not consistent
with wise preservation practice.

The bibliography is organized into five general
sections. The first, inventory and evaluation,
includes information necessary for documentation
and research and understanding the historic
context of the site. Sources on landscape history
and historical landscape architects are included
here. The second section addresses appropriate
preservation approaches or treatments (such as
restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction).
Vegetation management and maintenance, a type
of treatment, is included here. The third section
lists case studies and general references dealing
with specific historic landscape types: parks,
estates, cemeteries, rural landscapes, for example.
The fourth section focuses more specifically on
individual landscape features such as walls,
circulation systems, or water features.
Information on materials, including metals and
plant material, is included in this section. Finally,
the last section provides additional sources of
information, from bibliographies to databases. A
few archives or key reference libraries are also
included.

In many cases, entries fit more than one category.
For example, case studies often provide
particularly interesting survey or evaluation
techniques, or provide an innovative treatment.
For this reason, readers should check all
applicable sections.

Many entries refer to journal articles or
special reports and publications. To ease the
frustration of the reader in finding these
specialized publications many of the
references have a number enclosed in square
brackets (eg. [1]), which refers the reader to
the Appendix section, "How to Find the
Information Listed Here." We have attempted
to give some source for cach of the special
publications listed. Several of the older books
are out of print; these sources may be found
at university libraries, ordered through inter-
library loans, or found through antique book
dealers. Many of the reviewers suggested
additional sources which have not bcen
included. If these books could not be found
at the Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C,, it is assumed they would be generally
hard to find and were not listed in the
Reading List.
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Plan of a garden "in the English, or Rural Gothic Stylc® by
AJ. Downing (1842). Print from Cottage Residences by A.J.
Downing, 1842.

Landscape History,
Inventory and Evaluation

The first step in landscape preservation is
understanding both the landscape as a whole and
the elements that comprise its historic character.
This requires knowledge of American landscape
history and techniques for inventorying and
evaluating historic landscapes.

The history of landscape architecture has been a
recognized discipline for many years, due in part
to the work of Norman Newton, whose book
Design on the Land, describes the evolution of the
designed, man-made landscape and is especially
useful in describing the historic, environmental,
and aesthetic context for landscapes created in the
U.S. Designed and vernacular landscapes,
including residential gardens and town commons
have existed in North America since European
settlement. However, the founding of an
American profession of landscape architecture is
often attributed to Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.,
who designed with Calvert Vaux the winning
scheme for Central Park in 1858.

Readers of the bibliography may notice the large
volume of material in this section, relative to
other sections of the Reading List. This is due, in
part, to the current state of literature on historic
landscape preservation; the sources and methods
necessary to inventory and evaluate landscapes are
much more numerous than those related to the
treatment of historic landscapes. In this section,
too, are biographies and works on some of the
most influential practitioners. This information
aids the process of understanding the design
intent of a particular site.

General References on Landscape
History and Historic Practices

Chase, David B. "Beginnings of the Landscape
Tradition in America," Historic Preservation,
Vol. 25 (January-March 1973), pp. 34-41.

This interesting article presents a synopsis of
the development of landscape architecture
and gardening in the U.S., emphasizing the
growth of the English tradition adapted for
American gardens in the 18th and early 19th



centuries. Chase also discusses the
development of rural cemeteries.

Cleveland, H.W.S. Landscape Architecture as

Applied to the Wants of the West, With an
Essay on Forest Planting on the Great Plains.
Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press,
1965 (Originally published in 1873 by Jansen,
McClurg & Co., Chicago).

Cleveland may have been one of the most
important 19th century landscape
architects. This volume describes his
particular philosophy and observations on
landscape architecture, including an
analysis of the values and functions of
landscape architecture.

Cranz, Galen. The Politics of Park Design: A

History of Urban Parks in America.
Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1982.

Cranz gives readers the basic ingredients of
urban parks: their historic development,

the bureaucratic forces that govern them, park
uses, and their benefit to the city as whole.
About half of the book is devoted to an
historical overview, including "the Pleasure
Grounds 1850-1900," "the Reform Park: 1900-
1930," "the Recreational Facility 1930-1965," and
"the Open Space System 1965 and after.”
Several historic photos and sketches are
included in these sections.

Cronon, William. Changes in the Land: Indians,

Colonists and the Ecology of New England. New
York, NY: Hill and Wang, 1984.

Cronon presents the evolution of New

England landscape, from its natural

vegetation and wildlife, to its use by Native
Americans and colonists. In particular, Cronon
describes the effects of human use on the
character and ecology of the landscape.

Italian topiary garden, Hunnewell Estate, Wellslcy, Massachusetts. Copy of a ¢.1900 post card. Begun in 1854, this seven-tiered
garden was one of the first in the U.S. to employ the use of ornamentally-clipped shrubs and trees on a grand scale.
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Cutler, Phoebe. The Public Landscape of the

New Deal. New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 1985.

This impressive book offers a history of
Roosevelt’s efforts to cope with the
Depression through a series of public
projects that have shaped the nation’s
landscape. The range of New Deal
projects discussed in Cutler’s book include
efforts by several Federal agencies and
programs such as the Soil Conservation
Service, the Forest Service, the National
Park Service, and the Civilian Conservation
Corps, as well as projects that influenced
state park systems throughout the country.

% Downing, Andrew J. A Treatise on the Theory

and Practice of Landscape Gardening Adapted
to North America. Little Crompton, RI:
Theophrastus Press, 1976 (Originally published
in 1841 by Wiley and Putnam).

This is the first of a series of popular
books that promoted the advantages of
naturalistic gardening and landscape
design. Downing, a nurseryman by
training, was significantly influenced by J.C.
Louden. He translated British concepts in
naturalistic gardening for a purely
American audience, incorporating the use
of a variety of exotic and newly propagated
plants to obtain the image of a "beautiful"
or "picturesque” effect.

¥Downing, Andrew J., editor. The Horticulturist.

7 Volumes. Albany, NY: Luther Tucker,
1846-1853.

As Downing writes, The Horticulturist was
a journal "of rural art and rural taste
devoted to horticulture, landscape
gardening, rural architecture, botany,
pomology, entomology, and rural
economy." Authors contributed articles on
these and a variety of other subjects
related to landscape gardening during the
19th century. Downing’s introductory
remarks were later published in Rural
Essays.

¥ Downing, Andrew J. The Architecture of Country

Houses. New York, NY: Dover Publications,
Inc., 1969 (Originally published in 1850 by D.
Appleton and Company).

This volume describes popular taste related
to rural architecture in the 19th century,
including materials, and prototypical designs
for rural cottages, villas, country houses,
farmhouses, and farm stables.

Ebeling, Walter. The Fruited Plain, the Story of

American Agriculture. Berkeley, CA: The
University of California Press, 1979.

Ebeling gives an interesting overview of the
history of American agriculture, including
specific discussions of regional trends (the
East, South, Midwest, Great Plains, Pacific
Northwest, Great Basin and Southwest, and
California).

Hart, John Fraser. The Look of the Land.

Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1983.

Hart, a cultural geographer, describes the
factors that shape man’s effect on the rural
landscape of America, including historic
precedent; and British, French, Spanish, and
Dutch settlements. He also emphasizes the
features of the rural landscape: land division,
farms, and villages. The book closes with
observations on the changes to the American
countryside, such as the influence of
recreation, agricultural technology, and strip
development.

Hubbard, Henry Vincent and Theodora Kimball.

An Introduction to the Study of Landscape
Design. New York, NY: The MacMillan
Company, 1929.

This is a classic reference, an essential guide
to the considerations of landscape design
practices in the early 20th century. It
includes chapters devoted to the theory of
landscape design; taste, ideals, style, and
character in landscape design; styles of
landscape design; landscape characteristics;
landscape effects; landscape composition;
natural forms as elements in design; planting
design; design of structures in relation to the
landscape, and types of landscape design.



Jackson, John Brinkerhoff. American Space, The
Centennial Years: 1865-1876. New York, NY:

W.W. Norton and Company Inc., 1972.

Jackson surveys the development of both
rural and urban landscapes in various
regions of the U.S. during the decade
following the Civil War, a time of
transformation in American society that
was reflected by landscape change.

Jekyll, Gertrude. The Illustrated Gertrude Jekyll:

Color Schemes for the Flower Garden. Boston,

MA: Little, Brown and Co., 1988 (Originally
published in 1908 by Country Life, London,
England).

Jekyll, Gertrude. Wall and Water Gardens, with
Chapters on the Rock-garden and the Heath-

garden. London, England: Country Life, 1901.

Jekyll, Gertrude and Sir Lawrence Weaver.
Gardens for Small Country Houses. London,
England: Country Life, 1912.

These are only a few of Jekyll’s published
works; they all significantly influenced
modern American taste in landscape
gardening. Gardens for Small Country
Houses describes various principles such as
the treatment of small sites and hillsides
and the use of features such as steps, walls,
climbing plants, retaining walls, hedges,
water, paving, pergolas, gates and gateways,
garden houses, statues, and sundials. *

Jellico, Sir Geoffrey and Susan Jellico. The
Landscape of Man, Shaping the Environment
from Prehistory to the Present Day. London,
England: Thames and Hudson Ltd., 1987.

This handy reference guide provides a brief
overview of the history of landscape
architecture (world-wide), including
photographs of some of the most
important landscapes. It is useful as an
easily-accessible guide for those less prone
to wade through more weighty texts. The
history of American landscapes is treated
very briefly, emphasizing the work of
Thomas Jefferson and Frederick Law
Olmsted as the most influential individuals
in American landscape design.

Johnson, Hildegard Binder. Order Upon the

Land, the U.S. Rectangular Land Survey and the
Upper Mississippi County. New York, NY:
Oxford University Press, 1976.

This book describes the history of the U.S.
Rectangular Survey (basis upon which much
of the land in the U.S. was surveyed), which
organized land into "6 by 6 mile townships,
divided into 36 sections of one square mile
each." The book also presents an interesting
discussion of the historical relationship
between political subdivision and land use.

Leech, Robert W. "The First Dilemma,"

Landscape Architecture, Vol. 77, No. 1
(January/February 1987), pp. 62-65.

This article focuses primarily on the early
stages of the profession of landscape
architecture in the U.S. by describing the
collaboration of Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.
and Calvert Vaux.

Lees, Carlton. "The Golden Age of Horticulture,"

Historic Preservation, Vol. 24, No. 5 (October-
December 1972), pp. 32-37.

This brief article discusses the 18th-19th
century plant explorers and the creation of
America’s first botanical collections, as well
as the development of horticultural practices
and societies in the U.S.

% Leighton, Ann. Early American Gardens, For

Meate or Medicine. Amherst, MA: University
of Massachusetts Press, 1987 (Originally
published in 1970 by Houghton Mifflin, Boston,
MA).

% Leighton, Ann. American Gardens in the

Eighteenth Century, For Use or Delight.
Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts
Press, 1987 (Originally published in 1976 by
Houghton Mifflin, Boston, MA).

¥ Leighton, Ann. American Gardens of the

Nineteenth Century, For Comfort and Affluence.
Ambherst, MA: University of Massachusctts
Press, 1987.

This trilogy, a classic of American garden and
landscape history, covers domestic gardens of



all types, as well as cemeteries and parks.
Each volume contains an appendix with
information about the historic plants, and
extensive bibliographies of historic and
contemporary sources.

Lockwood, Alice G.B., editor. Gardens of Colony

and State. 2 Volumes. New York, NY: C.
Scribner’s Sons, 1931-34.

Lockwood’s work is one of the primary
sources on historic American gardens.
Volume 1 includes gardens in
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Michigan
and Ohio; Volume 2 includes Virginia,
Maryland, Washington, D.C., Delaware,
South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama,
Louisiana, Texas, and California. Both
volumes address early plantsmen,
gardening practices, and fencing in the two
regions. They are richly illustrated with
historic photographs, prints, and plans.

Louden, J.C. The Suburban Gardener and Villa

Companion. London, England: William S.
Orr, 1838.

The first edition of this classic text served
as a model for Downing’s Cottage
Residences (1842). This volume includes
descriptions of the villas and gardens for
three classes of dwellings: suburban
residences, country villas, and country
mansions, including Louden’s home in
Porchester Terrace, Bayswater.

Lowell, Guy, editor. American Gardens. Boston,

MA: Bates and Guild and Company, 1902.

This anthology of historic gardens
illustrates 46 significant estates designed by
many of the important practicing architects
and landscape architects at the turn of the
century. Both photographs and sketch
plans are included.

Maccubbin, Robert P. and Peter Martin, editors.

British and American Gardens in the Eighteenth
Century: Eighteen lllustrated Essays on Garden
History. Williamsburg, VA: The Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, 1984 (Originally
published in January 1983 as a special issue of
18th Century Life).

Two of the introductory essays in this book
discuss garden history as an area of study.
Other essays on American gardens cover
Monticello and Colonial gardens in Virginia,
New England, Philadelphia, and North and
South Carolina.

¥ Newton, Norman T. Design on the Land: The

Development of Landscape Architecture.
Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of the
University of Massachusetts Press, 1971.

This is the standard work on the history of
landscape architecture, and is considered the
primary reference by landscape architects and
historians.

Newton, Norman T. "100 Years of Landscape

Architecture, Centennial of the Profession,"
Landscape Architecture, Vol. 54, No. 4 (July
1964), pp. 260-265.

In this "centennial" article, Newton presents
an overview of the first 100 years of
American landscape architecture: covering
the evolution of residential, park, and urban
design, and of city and regional planning.

Nolen, John. New Towns for Old, Achievements

in Civic Improvement in Some American Small
Towns and Neighborhoods. Boston, MA:
Marshal Jones Company, 1927.

Nolen presents some examples of civic
improvements, specifically highlighting places
where worthwhile improvements have
occurred: Walpole, MA; Kingsport, TN;
Kistler, PA; Cohasset, MA; and the suburbs
of Union Park Gardens, DE; and Mariemont,
Ohio. Though not comprehensive, it is an
excellent essay on small town and suburban
planning ideals of the early 20th century.






