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Wind Turbines

Wind turbines along Buffalo Ridge.

Why build wind farms here?

This area of Minnesota, called Buffalo Ridge or Coteau
de Prairie, is a glacier-deposited ridge that runs
diagonally across the state. Because of Its higher
elevation of 1950 feet, the area experiences continual
wind speeds of 18 mph. This and the plentiful open farm
and pasture land make it an ideal place for wind
turbines.

In May of 2007, Governor Tim Pawienty signed into law
a  renewable energy requirement for 25% of the
electricity produced by state utilities to come from
renewable resources by the year 2025. (Read more at
http://www.governor.state.mn.us/mediacenter/pressrele
ases/PROD008146.html)

How big are the turbines?

To the hub, the turbines are 229 ft tali with 136 foot

blades, meaning the height from the base to the tip of
the blade is 365 feet. The bases of the turbines are 11-

16 feet in diameter and the foundations, which run 30
feet into the ground, are 15.6 feet across. Each wind
turbine weighs roughly 1450 tons.




