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Petroglyphs

Example of petroglyphs recovered from the Three Maidens area.
These are on display in the Visitor Center.

What are they?

Petroglyphs are rock engravings which are found in
various locations around the world. They are thought to
be an ancient way of writing or drawing from long ago.
Petroglyphs have been found at PIpestone National
Monument, and are very similar to the ones found at the
Jeffers Petroglyph site. These glyphs may date from
cither of the two early prehistoric periods: the Early
Woodland Period (3000 B.C. to 500 A.D.) or the Late
Woodland Period (900 to 1750 A.D.).

Most petroglyphs were produced by pecking. They
were either made by striking the surface of the rock with
a sharp piece of stone or, for more precise control, by
chiseling the rock using a hammer stone on the stone
chisel. The design was usually started with a series of
dots joined into lines by continued pecking.

Take a look at the petroglyphs located in the Cultural
Center at Pipestone National Monument. The purpose
of the drawings and all other "rock art" may include
ceremonial descriptions, recording of important events,
clan or family symbols, or history. There were many
reasons for carving images. One of them might be that
stories were told through pictures.




