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Of Parks and Postage Stamps 
Today we take our National Park system for granted. It was 

not always so. There was not always a Yellowstone Park, or a 
Cape Hatteras Seashore, or a Lincoln Memorial. In fact, prior to 
1872, no national park existed in the United States, or 
elsewhere in the world. President Grant's signing on March 1, 
1872, of an act creating Yellowstone National Park changed the 
course of history by establishing the first national park. This 
action reflected wisdom and rare insight into the need for 
providing parks for people. 

If others had not accepted the idea that natural and historic 
resources must be preserved, the National Parks Centennial Year 
celebration would not have been possible or meaningful in 
1972. Today, enthusiastic acceptance of this concept has 
resulted in 285 diverse units in our National Park system 
encompassing places like Yellowstone, George Washington's 
Birthplace, Independence Hall, Cape Cod Seashore, Hawaiian 
Volcanoes and hundreds of others. From a simple stone marker 

in Washington recalling the founding of the National Grange to 
the largest park area of them all, the 2,803,804 acre Glacier Bay 
National Monument in Alaska, our park system helps each of us 
relate to our natural environment and reflect upon our heritage. 

It is not surprising that there is a great common ground 
between parks and stamps. Both are closely intertwined wi th 
the heritage of America. The five stamps of the 1972 National 
Parks Centennial Series and the ten stamps of the 1934 National 
Parks Series, w i th which most stamp collectors are familiar, 
represent but a small fraction of the U. S. postage stamps 
closely related to national park areas. So many postage stamps 
provide windows into our national parks that we can discover 
America—especially those far away places we might not other­
wise be able to visit—through stamps. 

This Portfolio presents, for the first t ime, a look at the 
National Park System through United States postage stamps. 
You might wish to use this Portfolio as a topical album in which 
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. . . to conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the 
wildl i fe therein and to provide for 
the enjoyment of same in such 
manner and by such means as wil l 
leave them unimpaired for future 
generations . . . 

-From the Act 
creating the 

National Park Service 



to save your favorite national parks stamps. Because it is 
organized into geographic areas, you may wish to take it along 
the next time you travel. Unfortunately, stamps have not been 
issued for all of the parks. However, every stamp included in 
this Portfolio provides a key to our history, a glimpse into our 
environment, and a tr ibute to the enduring concept of parks, 
which since 1872 have helped provide for our aesthetic, 
spiritual, and cultural needs. 

Now, join us in the world of Parks and Postage Stamps! 
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Your National Park Service 

Although the first national park was established in 1872, the 

National Park Service of the U. S. Department of the Interior 

was not created unti l 1916. The Congress has assigned a dual 

mission: to manage the superlative natural, historical, and 

recreational areas which comprise the National Park System for 

the continuing benefit and enjoyment of all the people; and, to 

provide national leadership in cooperative programs wi th other 

federal state, and local agencies, private citizens and organiza­

tions in the preservation of our Nation's cultural and natural 

heritage. 

The total number of national parks now stands at 38; 

national battlefields, 6; national battlefield parks, 3; national 

historical parks, 14; national monuments, 82; national historic 

sites in federal ownership, 44; national memorials, 19; national 

seashores, 8; national lakeshores, 4; national riverways, 4; and 

the national capital parks, 1 (comprising 709 units within the 

District of Columbia). 

As of March 1972, there were 285 areas authorized or 

established in the National Park System, including some types 

of areas not mentioned above, such as Wolf Trap Farm Park for 

the Performing Arts. As one writer puts it, these " . . . are not 

merely scenic places in America. They are America." 

5c National Park Service 50th Anniversary, issued August 25, 1966. 
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ACADIA NATIONAL PARK, Maine 
Proclaimed a National Monument, July 8, 1916 

The rugged coastal area on Mount Desert Island, Maine, is 
symbolic of the northernmost National Park on the Eastern 
Seaboard. Here you may hike or drive to the top of Cadillac 
Mountain, the highest point on our Atlantic coast, and survey 
the sea. Twice daily, in the tidal zone, the tidepools are exposed 
for exploration—marine plants and animals living in micro-
habitats between the land and the sea. A t Acadia the sea is all 
pervading: it encircles, it thrusts inland, it fogs. In the midday 
sun, its bright blue surface is studded with lobster buoys. 

The name of the park as well as many points of interest— 
Schoodic Harbor, Isle au Haut, Champlain Mountain, Sieur de 
Monts Spring, remind us that these environs once welcomed 
French Colonists. To this day, many people in Maine proudly 
reflect upon their French and Acadian ancestry. 

ADAMS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, Massachusetts 
Designated, December 9, 1946 

Located in Quincy, Massachusetts, roughly eight miles south 
of Boston, the Adams house and library is a memorial to a 
family that was instrumental in shaping America. This was the 
home of John Adams, and his son John Quincy Adams, the 
second and sixth Presidents of the United States. 

John Adams (1735-1826), f rom the first an opponent of 
Parliamentary injustice, early attacked the notorious Stamp Act ; 
but, typical of his sense of justice, defended British soldiers 
accused of murder in the "Boston Massacre" of 1770. His keen 
arguments helped shape the Declaration of Independence, even 
though he earlier sought to work wi th in the established order to 
remove grievances. With his f i rm recommendation, George 
Washington became commander of the Continental Army. 
Then, in 1783, he negotiated the Treaty of Paris with the 
British, thus concluding the hostilities which he had himself 
helped foster. He served wi th Washington as the first Vice 
President of the United States. Always honest, often wise, 
Adams' term as the Second President, brought controversy not 
untypical of the formative years of any nation. 

John Adams' son, John Quincy Adams (1767-1848) was 
responsible for a good measure of the high esteem in which 
America came to be held in the wor ld : at various times a 
diplomatic representative to Russia, Prussia, the Netherlands, 
and Great Britain, he helped negotiate the Treaty of Ghent 
ending the War of 1812. Elected President in 1824 by a slim 
electorial margin, he served one term, eschewing politics and 
working for internal improvements. He went on to fight against 
slavery. 

This was also the home of Charles Francis Adams, U. S. 
Minister to Great Britain during the Civil War, and of the 
celebrated writers and historians, Henry Adams and Brooks 
Adams. 

CAPE COD NATIONAL SEASHORE, Massachusetts 
Authorized, August 7, 1961 

In September, 1620, the Mayflower sailed from Plymouth, 
England, carrying 102 passengers with their permit to settle on 
London Company lands in Virginia. After 65 stormy days they 
arrived in America, dropping anchor not in Virginia but at Cape 
Cod Bay. Realizing they had missed Virginia, and had therefore 
passed under the prescribed government of the crown, they 
drafted the first agreement for a self-government in America. 
This "Mayflower Compact" was accepted by all before going 
ashore at what is now Provincetown, Massachusetts. For about 
four weeks they explored this area, finding fresh water, Indian 
corn and Indians! Then they sailed across the bay and 
established the Plymouth Plantation, named after the English 
port of their embarkation; Plymouth in Devon. 

Today, three centuries later, the ocean beaches, dunes, 
woodlands, freshwater ponds and marshes on outer Cape Cod 
continue to offer a haven for mariners and recreationists— 
reminders of the sometimes welcoming, sometimes harsh land 
which greeted these determined souls. 
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Above, from the left: 2c 
John A dams, issued June 3, 
1938; 6c John Quincy 
Adams, issued July 28, 
1938. 

7c Acadia National Park, 
issued October 2, 1934. 

Clockwise from the imme­
diate left: 6c 350th Anniver­
sary of the Landing of the 
Pilgrims, issued November 
21, 1970; 1c Mayflower, 
issued December 21, 1920; 
5c Signing of the Compact, 
issued December 21, 1920. 
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JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE, Massachusetts 
Authorized, May 26, 1967 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917-1963), th i r ty- f i f th President 
of the United States, was born and spent his earliest years in this 
house at 83 Beals Street in Brookline, Massachusetts. Restored 
and refurnished to its 1917 appearance, it is the central 
attraction in a walking tour of the neighborhood including four 
nearby sites of importance to the early years of the Kennedy 
family. 

The victim of an assassin's bullet on November 22, 1963, he 
served as President for less than two years—a very short t ime, in 
which his youth (at 44 the youngest President) and his courage 
(a crucial confrontation wi th the Soviet Union over Cuba) and 
his egalitarian views (he was f i rmly committed to equal rights 
for all) made a profound influence in the Nation and the world. 
In a special way he was a hero to the Nation: he had won the 
Navy and Marine Corps Medals and the Purple Heart for his 
celebrated actions while in command of "PT 109" during World 
War I I . He was a hero to the young and to the wor ld : he was the 
first of a new generation to attain the Presidency, he sought to 
heal wounds at home and to strengthen alliances overseas. His 
tragic death brought universal grief. This first Roman Catholic 
President had been a Congressman, Senator, and a Pulitzer-
prize-winning author. 

MINUTE MAN NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK, Massachusetts 
Designated as National Historic Site, Apri l 14, 1959 

More than one year before Independence would be pro­
claimed, the British, convinced that men like Samual Adams 
were leading the colonies towards rebellion, took preventative 
action. On the one hand, they sought to quiet the Colonies with 
conciliatory acts; on the other, they prohibited importation of 
arms and gunpowder into the Colonies. But when the colonial 
militia began carrying off gunpowder and weapons stores 
belonging to the crown, British General Gage was finally forced 
to act. 

In the early morning of April 19, 1775, British troops moved 
from Boston to Concord to f ind and destroy mil i tary supplies. 
Six companies of British troops under Major John Pitcairn 
confronted the colonial milit ia drawn up in the town green at 
Lexingion. "Stand your ground," Captain John Parker tells his 
Minute Men. "Don ' t fire unless fired upon. But if they mean to 
have a war, let it begin here!" Triggered by what may have been 
an accidental shot, the British fired upon the mil i t ia, wounding 
ten and kil l ing eight. Arriving in Concord to f ind most supplies 
removed, the British started back to Boston only to face the 

gauntlet of three or more thousand colonial rif lemen, who 
untrue to the modes of European combat, fired from behind 
trees and rocks. The Battles of Lexington and Concord were a 
rout for the Brit ish; they were victories for the "Minute Men" 
who waited to be called at a moments notice. Thus began the 
American Revolution against the world's mightiest land and 
naval power of the t ime. 

SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, 
New Hampshire 
Authorized, August 3 1 , 1964 

The home, studio, and gardens of American sculptor 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907) preserves a turn of the 
century setting of the Cornish Colony, Cornish, New Hamp­
shire. It was here that Saint-Gaudens created some of his most 
famous works. Here he overturned old conventions in sculpture, 
taught and became the leader of many artistic causes. He felt 
that no one ever succeeded in art unless born wi th an 
uncontrollable instinct toward it. 

In 1876 he was commissioned to do a statue honoring 
Farragut. In 1880 the statue was exhibited in Paris; cast in 
bronze it now stands in Madison Square in New York City. This 
work was so well received that he no longer struggled to get 
commissions. His better known works are "The Standing 
L incoln" , "The Randall", "The Puri tan", and "Gr ief " , the 
haunting memorial to Henry Adams' wife. 

Saint-Gaudens spent -much time in Washington, D. C , 
working wi th his friend McKim and Daniel Burnham on the 
McMillan Commission, making recommendations for the preser­
vation and development of the Nation's Capital. When President 
Theodore Roosevelt asked him to apply his talents to United 
States coinage, he magnificently redesigned the $10 and $20 
gold pieces, which are treasured by collectors today. 
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Above, from the left: 5c 
John F. Kennedy Memorial, 
issued May 29, 1964; 13c 
lohn F. Kennedy, issued 
May 29, 1967. 

Clockwise, from the right: 
1c Washington at Cambridge; 
2c Birth of Liberty Painting; 
5c Minuteman Statue; entire 
"Lexington-Concord" series 
released April 4, 1925. 

3c Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
Famous A mericon, issued 
September 16, 1940. 
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ROGER WILLIAMS NATIONAL MEMORIAL, Rhode Island 
Authorized, October 22, 1965 Not yet open to the public 

Roger Williams (16037-1683) was a nonconforming Welsh 
minister who migrated to Massachusetts in 1631. He preached 
such heretical ideas as freedom of conscience in religious 
matters, a complete separation of civil and church laws, and 
Indian ownership of land. It was his belief that neither the King 
nor the colonist should have t i t le to the land until they 
purchased it f rom the Indians. Almost immediately he fell into 
disagreement wi th the authorities. The Puritans would not 
tolerate divergent religious views—and their "holy experiment" 
was probably more intolerant of diversity in religion than 
Charles I. They decreed that the Reverend Williams should be 
banished f rom the colony. 

Before Williams could be exiled, he and his followers fled the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony and settled near Narragansett Bay. 
Seeking a place to exercise freedom of thought and complete 
religious tolerance they founded Providence—the beginning of 
Rhode Island—near a fresh spring at the junction of the 
Moshassuck and Woonsaquatucket Rivers. As a result, Rhode 
Island then became a refuge for persecuted religious minorities 
and dissenters, including Jews and Quakers, although toleration 
of the latter strained even Roger Williams' belief. 

In 1673, Roger Williams' house was destroyed by fire. Later, 
urban development fi l led in and covered over the spring and 
house sites. 
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3c 300th Anniversary of 
Rhode Island's Founding, 
issued May 4, 1936. 
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EDISON NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, New Jersey 
Designated, December 6, 1955 

In West Orange, New Jersey are the laboratory buildings and 
handsome country estate where Thomas Alva Edison 
(1847-1931) lived and worked for 44 years. The researches of 
this creative genius and his capable assistants produced hundreds 
of inventions and improvements. Edison's goal was to develop 
things that "every man, woman, and child in the world 
wanted." A t the time of his death Edison held 1,093 U. S. 
patents, most of them the result of team experiments in these 
laboratories. 

Still preserved are the physics and chemical laboratory, 
chemical storage room, machine shop and pattern room. From 
these "shops" came the motion picture camera, storage battery, 
the electric dynamo, mimeograph, phonographs, silent and 
sound movies, incandescent and fluorescent lamps. Here you 
can see the first successful electric light. A highlight of any visit 
to this site is the ful l sized replica of the tarpapered "Black 
Maria"—the first motion picture studio now used as a theatre 
with scheduled showings of Edison's early fi lms. 

FEDERAL HALL NATIONAL MEMORIAL, New York 
Designated, May 26, 1939 

Consider the chaos of government under the Articles of 
Confederation. Then, place yourself at George Washington's side 
as he travelled f rom Mount Vernon to New York to become the 
first President under the Consti tut ion: he travelled through 
tr iumphant arch after tr iumphant arch, flowers strewn in his 
path, wi th offerings of crowns of laurel. Consider this, and you 
wil l understand much of the importance of Federal Hall in New 
York City. On this spot—the present structure is an 1842 
building in the old plan—was New York's first City Hall. 
Following the Revolution, it became known as Federal Hall; it 
was here that the Stamp Act Congress (October 7-25, 1765) 
met. And then, it was selected fol lowing the war as the seat of 
the new U. S. Government—its temporary Capitol. On the 
balcony of this building George Washington, who as first 
President would do much to establish the tenor as well as the 
form of government, took the first oath of office. A t this spot, 
in a very real sense, the efforts of the Revolution and the 
Constitutional Convention—which had been held in Philadel­
phia—came to a meaningful start. 

Following the establishment of Washington as the capital, 
this location on Wall Street in the lower section of Manhattan 
became a Customs House and Branch of the U. S. Treasury, 
where at one t ime seventy percent of the U. S. Government's 
money was handled (1842-1920). Today it recalls, in the face of 
hustle and bustle, the solemnity of that first moment when 
Washington said: " I do solemnly aff irm that I wil l fai thful ly 
execute the Office of President of the United States . . .". 
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3c 150th Anniversary of the 
Inauguration of George 
Washington, released April 
30, 1939. 

Above, from the left: 3c 
Thomas A. Edison Famous 
American, issued February 
11, 1947; 2c 50th Anniver­
sary of the Electric Light, 
issued June 5, 1929. 
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GENERAL GRANT NATIONAL MEMORIAL, New York 
Dedicated, April 27, 1897 Architect, John H. Duncan 
ULYSSES S. GRANT STATUE, Washington, D. C. 
Dedicated, Apri l 27, 1922 Sculptor, Henry Merwin Shrady 

As symbol of Union victory during the Civil War, Grant was 
elected the 18th President in 1868. He was reelected in 1872. 
The American people hoped for an end to turmoil when he was 
elected. However, Grant provided neither vigor nor reform. It 
was Grant however, who signed the act establishing the nation's 
first National Park, Yellowstone. 

Following his second term. Grant spent two years touring the 
wor ld. His final years were darkened when he became a partner 
in a financial f i rm which went bankrupt. With the knowledge 
that he was dying of cancer, he made a final effort to pay off his 
debts and provide for his family by writ ing his memoirs. Just 
two days after completing the manuscript he died. His effort 
was a financial as well as a literary success, for the Personal 
Memoirs have become a mil itary classic. 

The 150 foot gray granite monument, popularly known as 
"Grants Tomb" , sits on a bluff overlooking the Hudson River. 
An open crypt in the center contains the sarcophagi of the 
General and his wife. 

In Washington, D. C , located in Union Square, on the west 
front of the Capitol, the largest equestrian statue in the United 
States pays tr ibute to General and President. 

HAMILTON GRANGE NATIONAL MEMORIAL, New York 
Authorized, Apri l 27, 1962 No Federal facilities 

One of America's greatest statesmen and patriots, Alexander 
Hamilton (1755-1804) built this home, the "Grange", in the 
countryside for his family. The growth of New York City since 
those days of 1800 has erased the countryside, and the 
"Grange" now stands in Harlem. A man of great conviction, 
born at Nevis in the British West Indies, he died in 1804, in a 
gun duel wi th Vice President Aaron Burr. 

This conviction led him from the very earliest to support the 
cause of freedom in the colonies. A skil lful artillery unit 
commander at the battles of Long Island, White Plains, Trenton, 
and Princeton, he caught Washington's eye, and served the 
General as aide-de-camp unti l 1781 when, again given command, 
he eventually fought at York town. Conscious of the limitations 
of government under the Articles of Confederation, Hamilton 
was instrumental in calling the Constitutional Convention. 
Pushing for strong central government, and then, both through 
authorship of more than half of the Federalist Papers (which 
supported ratification) and carrying of the New York Conven­
t ion despite massive opposit ion, he saw its ratif ication. He 
became the first Secretary of the Treasury, and successfully 
advocated a policy of developing capital necessary to economic 
growth: he restored the national credit, attracted foreign and 
domestic capital to American enterprises, and began a large-scale 
expansion of industry and commerce. Not all of Hamilton's 
theories were accepted, and his strong views in the face of 
equally strong and contentious opinions put forth by Jefferson 
and Madison, eventually would threaten to split the Union. 
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Clockwise, from above: 2c 
Battle of White Plains 
(Hamilton's Battery), issued 
October 18, 1926; $5.00 
Alexander Hamilton, issued 
March 19, 1956; 3c 200th 
Anniversary of Alexander 
Hamilton's Birth, issued 
January 11, 1957. 
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3c Generals Sherman, Grant, 
and Sheridan, Army and 
Navy Series, issued February 
18, 1937 



HOME OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE, New York 
Designated, January 15, 1944 
ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL, Washington, D. C. 
Dedicated, Apri l 12, 1965 
ROOSEVELT CAMPOBELLO INTERNATIONAL PARK, 
Canada 
Established, July 7, 1946 Administered by a U. S.-Canadian Commission 

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945), the Nation's th ir ty-
second President, was born at Hyde Park, his ancestral home 
overlooking the Hudson River. As a youngster, he played here 
and dreamed of ships—one day he would become Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy. To Hyde Park he brought his bride, 
Eleanor (1884-1962), and here their children were raised. From 
here he launched a political career that stretched from the New 
York Senate, to the Governorship of New York, and election 
four times to the Presidency. Amazingly, this man, stricken at 
39 by infantile paralysis, accomplished many of these political 
offices after that tragedy. 

Roosevelt wi l l always arouse controversy; not because of 
inaction, but because of direct, vigorous action in the face of a 
disastrous "Great Depression". His New Deal saw the implemen­
tation of Social Security, support of agricultural prices, collec­
tive bargaining, public works, and relief. Sometimes hasty, 
sometimes misdirected, sometimes un-Constitutional, his acts 
forged relief for a depressed Nation and boosted the national 
morale. Though he did not see the end of World War I I , he 
courageously supported efforts to provide aid to Great Britain, 
helped forge allied uni ty, from the very start of the war planned 
for and worked towards a United Nations organization, and 
conducted most of the Nation's foreign relations. Three months 
after his election to a fourth term he died at Warm Springs, 
Georgia. Following his wishes, a simple stone block of white 
Vermont marble was dedicated to him in the modest, grassy 
park at 9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue near the National 
Archives in Washington. 

His wife, Eleanor, was no less a great American. Her career 
both before, during, and after FDR's Presidency bespoke human 
kindness. She championed educational and social reform, 
supported minori ty groups, and served her Nation in war-time as 
Assistant Director, Office of Civilian Defense. The first delegate 
to the United Nations General Assembly f rom the United 
States, she fought for human rights throughout the wor ld. 
Author, lecturer, columnist, she was in her own right a 
contributor to our heritage. 

Campobello, the summer home of the Roosevelt family, is 
owned and administered by an international park commission. 

SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, New York 
Authorized, June 1, 1938 

Every confl ict has its turning point. In the Civil War it would 
be Gettysburg, in which the South lost all hope of foreign 
support and recognition. In the Revolution, it was the Battle of 
Saratoga, or rather, the battles which led to the surrender of 
General Sir John Burgoyne at Saratoga on October 17, 1777. 
Beginning in June 1777, Burgoyne attempted, wi th 4,200 
British regulars, 4,000 German, and several hundred Canadians 
and Indians, to move from Canada though New York, and 
subdue the rebellious Colonists. 

Too vain for his own good, Burgoyne encountered American 
regular and volunteer forces under John Stark, Benedict Arnold, 
and Horatio Gates, each time losing a few hundred men. 
Eventually 9,000 volunteers had joined the fight against the 
British. Burgoyne, who had retreated to the redoubt of 
Saratoga, found himself surrounded by a force many times 
larger than his own. So, he surrendered his remaining 5,700 
men, lost all his weapons, and, by treaty, shipped all of his 
forces back to Europe with the condit ion they would never 
fight in America again. 

In America, this defeat changed litt le the problem of overall 
British superiority. But, it jolted the British and encouraged a 
hesitant France to intervene openly on the side of the Colonists. 
What's more, on December 17, 1777, the King's Council of 
France recognized the Independence of the United States. 
Although the recognition did not initially help the revolution­
aries (after all, the French Monarchy was not exactly in favor of 
revolutions) its recognition served the ends of the French, it was 
a milestone which legitimized the new Nation. Later, at a crucial 
time—the Battle of Yorktown—it would be French seapower 
which would make the difference. 
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