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HlS'l'ORr OF PETERSBURG NATIONAL lULITARI PARK 

Geographical Setting. 

Pet:ll'sburg lfaUona111iJ.itar-.r Pa!'k is located at 

Petersburg. Virginia. twenty_thxee miles south or Riel'.mond, the 

State Capitol. Petersburg is liIituated on the raU line of the 

AppOi".attox River, "'hieh flons into the Jame:'! River at-l:ic'iJe'llel1. 

9 miles east. lihen tidal eonditions ara no=.1. the hal'ilor at 

Peteraburg has a mi.n.i'!lum width of about 80 toot. and is approod~ 

matel.v 12 reet deep. The riwr- channel to HCFewell, which is 

ll~ miles lone. avera;:,,:.'! at 1"" tide 12 feet. The olose pro;<ll\ity 

of Hopewell, tor all pralltical lllll'p0"es. affords the cit-,f a deop 

water tenninuB. HOIJewr. rai1l'oads end tracking ,lithin the past 

tI'Ienty-five yeeI'S have all butel:f!llinatcd OOml<ll"ce by -,rater at 

Peter~bul1':. Plana hI':ro b8en approvcd to deepen the chunnel 

Bh01.Ild a de!oand for increased '!later transportation aris". 

l:leeause of its t'avorabl.e location. Petersburg hilS been. 

throughout its h1sto1'1. an a.Cricul.tural and eOl!l!lercia~ center. l 

The ne1ehborinE count.:le~ Jlimrl.dd1e, Prmce George, and Chester

ti61d) are prhrarlly agricultural, although certain areaa of 

th<; latter 'bIo ha.ve beeoll'-€l essentially industri>?l in character. 

fetersburg i3 located in a tenpcrate climate zone~ 

which 18 sho-"n by the lh~a.n tc--WeF<lture of 58° for the years 

19>1 - 195.5. The te:!lpcra.ture extrell'.tlll bet7iee.'l 19.51 and 1955, 
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4Ve1'3ge rainfall ImS 3.65 incl!es per ,""nth during the SaDe 

period.2 

Appro~tely 1~233 acres of the Park on the e<'-st",m 

edge of i'etcrubu. .. are ~lithin the bou.,,!1.<:ries of Prince George 

County, '/Ihile the westErn Qutlyine portions of the Park holdL~..;;s, 

142 acres, are in Dl..!TIti.ddi'3 County. The extension ot the 

feters"=z city liJu1ts, aa of Januat"'J 1, 1956, included l.jO 

acres of the Park in the vicinit"J of, and inoluding the Crater. 

T~e entrarroe to the fa~k, leading to the Visitor Center and the 

Crater 2attlefi",ld is loc:a-ted nea.!' the junction of U. S. RDntas 

)01 and 460. '.\'he ~=k. which contaiull 1,5oS ae~s, e:rlendB 

from the Bette:r;;r Five area east of the city and near the main 

gate, to "art Lee, United States Ar1Ir$" 1filiw.ry P.ese:t'v.ltion, 

west'l'lard al.Jncst 10 m:I.les to Fort O~gg (Union), soutlmest of 

the dty.3 

Historical Sketch of Petersburg Before 1860 

The history or Petersburg sten" i'l'm the s e ttlement 

"Appoo.1.tookf " which ViaS shO'\Tll on Captain John Smith's map of 

Virginia in 1612. FOl't Henryl built in 1645 at the :falls of 

the Appolr.attox Rive):', stood 'I'I!thin the present-day bOIlll$.ries 

of PetersbUl"g. This fort serwd all a 'hading poot and offered 

protection for the settlers against Indian att.:>cks. 'l'he present 

raH~ of t.l)c city is dsrived !roo Pewr Jones who ol=erated an 

2 
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early trading !,ost here. In 1738, the t= 'las laid out, lind 

in 1148s it was ineorpor~ted.4 

With the intent of o.::cup;rinc Feter~buI'g and thus 

cutting o£f Oen,,=1 Nathanael Greene!:" cOmllUlL1.cations to the 

north, Briti&~ tro~sJ about 21500. under GeneralQ ~il11~ 

Phillip~ and 5medict Arnold, la."ded at City 1'01.'lt on April 24, 

1781. The lltarch to Petersburg bega-'1- the next ::vmdng at 10 

o'o:Wck. After a brief' :rest halt at Whitehill,. a res!denc1!l 

located in the present Battery FiV\9. area of the Peteraburg 

Natio!'2.1 li.iLttary Park, Phillips !:loved hie troops into 

PetersblU'g. The B!'itieh occu:>,,,tiOl1 of tr.e toml ~lallaccre_ 

pl1shed after a stiff omcounter .,.itb. the liIilit1ll J abOl!t l/XlOJ. 

under General Pster Yuhl",nbul'g. Some of the fighting occUlTIld 

o-ver gromld which 83 years lllter becar-t! the Grater battlefield 

area. Tobacco and other public stores Tlel"fl destroytld during the 

British occupation. 1m. May- 10. 17ill, General lafayette placed 

hie >l-:rtiUery on the oppO$ite flide of the .tppCtI!Etwx River and 

zhelled tho British u.adquartere in Petersburg. Three daYl'l 

after lafayette's bcnblu'dnent,. General Phillips. "'ho had been 

ill llith fever for som time, died and ...-as interred in Blnnd-

ford Cemetery. Several unsuooesd'ul attempts }o.a.w. sino~ bf.:en 

_de to 10C!lte his grave site. Lord CO!"m'Ia1lis, movi.'1g Up 

fl'om North Carolina. joined his f'o!'ce~ 'With those of' Arnold. 

at Petersbu..-g, on ]Jay 20th, and four dayti lateJ:' they moved 

) 
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el!s t.><:.3.rd i n t .'Ul d1rcction o! f ol,'\ct.o'r.l , ..,.hllN the sll.r'rtllllisy 

occurred on Cctober 19. 1781.S 

7hc second lII'ar ,.i tl1 t.~li.nd broke out ill 1812, and 

on Ceto~:l' 21, of that )"'"..111', tile :!'ete rsburg VoluntHn, 10) 

_..11 unr:ler ~Ftain H:I.e!lll.rd I!<:fiaa. "'tn'!' :iIl.lS~red into r!l~r...l 

lS ernCI! . the co:r.duct 01 t~ i'etAr3:"\U'3" Volunt3c r ll a t Fort 

J,ld~3. in 181) , caused P:re~1(jCllt ikld1son to dub Petersi.>u...-:: 

a ll ~he MCockade City of' th" llnion,w a sobriquet which h:;l. s per

!!listed up to the preseot d~y. 6 

r ewrsburg oontinood to expand as .:111 industrlzl znd 

Coine1dent.allri til. the gl"<Y.'rth o f t.ho cl ty -,.; .. 5 the de'l'el opr.llnt 

of the rail roads and rc.ad9 'Whieh litter wer ... to gi'JI;I f'o re rsburg 

its iIlportan«t til. t.1oG canree!/irnte St;.a t",,, . !he f irst of ths 

I"Ill~clG m 1.ering Pot.e...-sUu,,! 1IIaS oor.3trw:ted in len, t o 

connect t:-.e Wml 'With City Point (nIDi HopmTell) 9 W.b3 e,;;:rt. . 

City Point, on the Janos Ri1'l:lr, liaS a bU'r'J" t er.:rl.n.;Il £or the 

liMps ~ treig1tt and"passenger traffic alone t he COOEt. 

and en the river. Raee ~:c:,1 th~t."'e6 . and ib tu..d 

t.a\IC~ s uch a ll llibl o':;, ~oOI6~ 4..'1;:1 the Oolde:'l :!aU, W!!l"(! 

populllr «ttNet1ons f or t."a"'l~N a.r..d 100<"1 fnhab1t.a.nUl . '1'l!e 

18So' $ were rroep!)l'OU.!! yeaJ:';'! f or I'G t e r,jbu.q;, th~n a ci'ty of 

14,6Q3. Cone na rrf o! t he t ine OrGek Fie"71nl he,.'.'! s 'l'hieh still 

surviva , l:'e%'(l built in thclHI ",an . 

4 
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T'lle clt;r bo .. stad ",ome splendid ruld handsmely 11->rl_ 

f"r~j ",nUh COIIIpaniU J ~uch 115 t-l!e Grays, the Artilla:ry, 

th'" C1 ty Guaru~ and the Pet<lrsourg Rifl.el1:en. T:tocp 'l!ust>Jrs I 

parades; and other celebrations, hdcl on ;-'oplar la~.n in ~e 

h~art of t.he cit:;r, lI\lre gah. occasions for antc-bellU!n 

Pet",!'sburg. On Ar,ril 21, 181>1, the ,hy [ollow-l...ll::: Vir:::inia.ls 

secession !reo the unio~. five Petarsburz co~panie5: about 400 

I!',e.,-,. left for Norfolk, l'1lu:rN they \1e~ must<!red into the 

Confedcmh ~eZ''(ice. Three years later, so",-e of thes6 same 

.men, those who had survived ,!.ntietam, C-ettysburg. tho 

Wilder.1e3 :O: . ;;.nc SFots;rlV::l.ni~ .• return"d to def~_nd t.'leir hene 

ci tr,1 

The ?ete~burg Camvairl1, 186~-1865 

Petersburg s"'l'"V'I'!d the Confederacy as Ii). vital rail 

and supply hub. Into the city frem LynchcUl'g, 120 !tiles Tsst, 

eM'.O the ,,)outhside F..Bread. Tne railroad fn>m i,-elden, North 

Carolina, entored fetersburg i'r<>m the south. At 17e1don a 

%'i<i1roo.d r~ southeast to l'TilL>.inetcn, II. port foX' Confederate 

bloclmdo :nmne~ bl"ineing in to the Conf'ederaC'J euppl1es from 

Eurorc. The lk.X'!olk railroad ca"'s into U.s city !roo. the east, 

as did the reilrced frca Cit".r Point. CitT Point "'"s capturc>d 

by U1ion forces ill t!ay 1564, and ",.,!'vEld a ll C~r:eral Gn~.!'ltls 

headquarters ~'ld ~Upply depot durin~ t.'te Petersburg ca:opaien. 

L,., ad<'i.tio::l to tb.c r<'ilroacl.3j and of perhaps le5.9"'l' l.'Il!'cr...a..rtce, 
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were the bighTi'aylI 01' plank road!! which ent.'ll'(ld Petersburg 

frolll lI.1mB'\; every- dit'lletion. The principal !'<lads wera! the 

Co:>:; Road (nOl'! U. S. Route 460 -w<!st); the Boydton Plank Roo-d 

(nOlfU. S. Raute 1); and th.e J9:t'1lSel€l:l Plank Rca.d. l'Ihlch ran 

BOl<'thea:st to Jerusa1= (noTi COl.D'thnd,. in Sussex Countyt 

Virginia. 

Realizing hell' ea~i1::r Gel.era! McClellan could have 

taken Petersburg in lB62~ at the tiJne of the Peninsula Cl!I'Ilpaign, 

defen(5es "'ere eonatJ:-ucted around the city in 1862~J. When 

COlllpleted, the line extended for tan miles around PetersbUJ'O: and 

contained ""plaC6l!len~ for 55 tl.rtillery batteri"':!, l'Ihich lIere 

nunhened eon:secutive1y fran enst to west. These defenses were 

unofficially called the "D1lll1!JOCk Linen in honor of Captain 

Charles H. Di=ock6 Confed8rate Eneineer CO:l1'S, who had J5upcr

vi&ed theu CO!lstJ:-uction. 

lIemorablfl in the annale of I-etersburgls history 1e 

the Be.ttle of June 9, 1864, when Union foree:s nU!\berine epprorl_ 

nately ),000, infanwJt and 1,,500, cavalrymen under Brlgadiol'

General A. V. lIauh. attempted to seize the city. 1'he Union 

infantry took up positions east of the dty, and owr~(!$t:!..mating 

tbe Confedenta strength, remained inE!.ctiVl'lJ while lt3.utz ;rlth 

hi.s cavalry apr-roached Petersburg from the south on tha Jerusal€Ll 

Pl.an.l{ Road. Jiautzls advance 11.9.8 eheclred by ... =11 force of 

Confederate regular~ a.nd the home guard of about 125 Etilitiarc.en 

6 
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oompoged ot youths between the ages of sixteen and eithteen~ 

and mm between the age.s of.' fortywiive and fifty year>! of.' 

age. .uwr fighting for about .3 ho1lrll, !aut:! be=e convinced 

that Pete:reburg oouJ.d not be takenJ and withdrew. 

.-liter his repulse at Cold Harbo!"J June J, 186li, 

C-.'ln~I'al Ornnt te:nporarlly abandoned hill;min obj.,cti7'l~ which 

lias the destruction ot the Arr;q of Northern Virginia~ in lavor 

of takL"'lC Ric".ztond. His pl;m 'm'.11 to capture Petersburg, roll 

up the Confeaernte defenses between there and Riohmond, and 

finally invellt Ric.'lmond Ibdt ire!:> the west. The capture of 

Petersburg 'Would leave the Confederate capitol city with but 

one raUroad, the Rich.",.ond & Danville, and thh Gnnt prcp~ed 

to cut ai'tll!' t2ld.nz Petersburg. Crossine the James and 

App=ttox Rivers over pont.oon bridees, the Union foroe" arrived 

east of Petershurg on June 15th, f!l'Id attaeked the Confederate 

line t~t evening about seven o'clook in the vicinity of' 

BatWr'f Five. 

By l!l1dnight near:i¥ t110 niles of the Confederate line 

bad been cuptured. T"ne Ccni'edera.tes fen back tot.ake up ne!7 

positions along Parrisons Cr€ek. Bitter tibhting continURd 

the next Woo e8:ys arid, on the night of June 17, the Ccnfederates 

1rithdrC.1 to a. 118'" line !:'.uch close r to tim city. lfuaV'J tinivt! 

attecb the ne:..-t day .railed to break tj..ls line. An =ueccssful 

attcrlpt "<'-<a3 r"U)" JU-'10 21-22 to cut the ';'eldon R2i.l.road so"th of 

7 
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the ~ty. At this ilia it beeue apparent tr .... t the struggle 

tor PflOOl'Gburi: liauld ~ a Iflnetiv eme , certainl;;r. lWch loo!:er 

than ori~1zI9.1ly had been (or6s."n. Or'!srs ">rere iee'lleCl, July 

r...h , fro. fIe'dQuartel'3 , Anc;y or the ?otoc:ec, O1ltlJnins: the 

eon':bct of futqre operat..1on.s ",h.Leh lIould DOlt ~B:I\-=e tht!:I 

ci'lamcterl.t1es ot siege lI'U'fare. ilorking p;'!.rti.u ll"Q:I the 

Ninth Md Fift h COl1'S lrere dota.l.lec! to the cider:, or elis inears 

and artillerr. f or the cOMtruOt.1on ot t'orti!l cat.1one. /.1aterinls 

sucl1 as p hloruJ , tC!.3clnes. and aandbill!S, neces$ary tor the! 

bo11dilli ot forti fied positions lie." t.o lJe prepared by t~s 

det.a.ile-:\ tr~ unUs behind the 11lles . 6 

The spt'ctaculal' .oti:De r.t;Illo61on and tha aat tl .. ot 

the Crater, JuJy 30, 1864. mark$(! Cll !) a ore attm:rpt. by tJle 

Union t~etl to enter Pete:rsb1lJ'i by a 1'r¢ntal atu~k on t he 

eonre~t'ate defen se line . 

At noon June 25. 1864, un of the L8t.h Penn'~lv;an1a 

Regb:lomt . Ninth Union ~. Corps , beCiln diZginc; & t.unnel which 

W I! ultir..o.tely to ext end. benea t.h the Confedera~ line a t 

Elliott' , ~)J.ent . east of tile e1ty. The Union pl#n lias" to 

explode .t ur:e char ge of polIder and b}07I' a gap l.II t.o the 

line , th~h which the Union !orcls .. Rre t.o attaeic lIMla t !:le 

Conf.derate8 "ere atl. l1 m1l(!d lind coutn"ed froT!! tile shock Qf 

the e:.:vlodon. Tihen c OI:Ipl .. ted on July 23~ the tunnel wall 5M 

6 
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feet in length. Rumors of the tunnel r eached tlle Confeder"ws 

SQon aft!!!' tile Union mining o,?lrations began~ and on JuJ,y l~ 

eounte:r.:ines "I'ISl'<l sUn-ted in an <.lUori to locate the t'nion mine 

tUllllel. J,hout 4:45 a.lI!.. on the 30th, a trellendous explosion 

shool: the eart..':1 east of the city; the :cine of 8,000 pounds of 

pOI7<::er had explof.ed for:rlng a crater nearly 170 teet in length, 

60 feet wide, and about 30 feet deep. T;;-o hundred and \'leventy_ 

eight Confederates lost. their 11766 in the explosion. Poor 

planni.ng and lea®!'Ship on ths part of the Union cOlmaooers 

muddled the attack. By- 2130 p.!Il., alter three counter-attacks 

by COnfedera te troops unes!' G=.aeral '!ill!iel:l :.:..hone. the brOken 

line li2.S restored. Union casua].tie<'l were aatir:ated at slightly 

J;II.ore than 4,000, 1.I:h.ich included about 2.000 prisoners, lihUe the 

Confederate casualties ware approxi=tely 1,500. 

en the s eventeenth of AIl€.lst. General GouV>ll'1l2ur Warren 

'WaS directed by Grant to J:[ove his CO~B against the O'lfildon 

Railroad and deBtroy all nuch of the track all pOSSible. Y:arrtln'a

tro~B reached the railroad on the 18th near Glove Tevern, about 

three mileB south of Petersburg. For three days there followed 

a bitter contellt for the railroad. Finally, on the 2~ndl the 

ConfeGemtes withdrsl'f, and the lett l'la.."'lk of the IInion Army llOl7 

rested on the "eldon F.J.llroad. Thi.!: =3 the first ot II. series 

ot fla.nld.,'1E: liIOWS which would ulti!nately decide tho fate ot 

Petersburg. 
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CO!lJ.-"u.o;ion reigned at City- Point, all Septwtool' 16, 

"t.~ about 4,000 c,,-.alry:iten, under o"ne):"'011 ,iadc &mpton, rode 

behind the ~.ion lL~es .. ,d captured over 2,400· head of cattle 

plus l:l<rrc {han 300 prisoners, and elewn 1I<!.~nll of llUi'fl:ieo -_ 

all 'Within five miles of Union Al!!!y hea.dquarters at City roint. 

Efforts to intercept F.'!!IIptonts raiders on their return trip 

tailed. The "Cattle flaidtt was accol!!plishEd nth a 101'1$ of 

on17 61 ~.en. 9 

Nm. that the ~!eldon Railroad had been cut. the at

tenticn of General Gr1Int "'as directed tOHards reaching the 

Southside Railroad and tho APPol1ll!ttox ijiver. wes t. of Pe tersburg. 

After hea'ly fight1!l,g in the area ot Peeble's Farm, Septe:rbe't' )0 ~ 

October 1, the Union lines ~ere extm.ded 2 Niles Rust of the 

f:"eldon Railroad. It -was in this a1'£a, west of the raJJ.l"oo.d, 

th<;.t Forts \:n;;ston, Ccnahe'J. Fisher, Welch and Ore:::;. vera 

later constl:'Ucted. 

On October 23. the Coofederaws occupied a mm line, 

lIhich extended:; mIcs southr.est o! Peterobu.rg, to Hat<lher's 

Run. A drive tc;:;ards the South~ide Railrood by- the Union II 

and V Corps, ~as turned back by the Confederates, October 27, 

at :aurg~ss llll, ,.here the Boydton PlankRcad cros"e~ Hatcher's 

Ell:'!., and at the southc=ost end of the tlCV; line~ of Conf'cd<orate 

ds!ens<os. Dlu'1.ng the winter, the ConfedcrOlte lines r.ear 

Burr:;est }:i11 licre extended westward, alone the 7ihitf! Oak ROGd, 

10 
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to the Cla.lboma Reed. On F$bl'llU7 9, 1865, tolloning an 

unsucces..,1'u.l l!l<lYe on the Boydt9n Plank Road, thO!) Union l'=ces 

fell beck and established a lina, which extended £rem the 

viainity ot Fort. fisher 2t miles south to lrat<:her's Run. In 

5epterl>el', 1.864, Union engineers began r.ork on corurtructing a 

ra:!..ll-oad fran City Point to the lIestern flank of Grant's aI'::!Y 

south of Feteraburg. 1lra!lch linea lIere builtl and'llheO 

(lo~1.eted in February, 1865, the City Point & AnrIY" Line had 

a total of 21 miJ.es of track. This :railioad 8erved £3 the 

principal supply artery for the Union .Army. 

JU.!It before ca:lln, lJa:roh 25, 1865, appl'Oxtmately 12,000 

Confederates, led b;v Oene:m.l JOM B. Gordon, attacked the Onion 

lines east of Petel'Sb\u'g at Fort Stedman. the plan of the Con

fede=tes -..as to out the Union lIupply raill"l.lad at Meada's 

Station, about a JIIile to the rear of Fart Stedman, and to 

drive a wedge into Grant's lines. Lee's defense line, in the 

spring of 11l65, extended for 351r1les, from tha mute Oak Sllamp 

east or Riehllond to Hatoher's Run, soutm.-est. ot Poter~burg. 

A thrust at the \Jnion A:rm.,-, ea"t ot Petersburg, lIIould perhaps 

cmpel Grant to withdraw tl'OqlS from hilS lines along the Boydt.on 

Pla..'1k Road. This would relieve the preS.li!urt! that was be ing 

exerted on the th:.tn1y held line to Hatcher's RUllJ and per.:lit a 

safe route over the plank road, should Lee: wish to evacuate 

Petersblll'go Success marlred the Ccnfcderow attack at taB 

II 
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~g:inning. The line sQUth of' Fort StadIran was seiacd 113 

far as Fort. Haskell. where the galTison checked the 

Confederate drive. To the north of Fort Ste&w.n. about hal! 

a mile. the Confederates were stopped just short 01' Batter,r 

Nine. About 1:30 a.m., Union troops of Gen6ral JehllHartran.!t's 

division. NiIith Corps, counter-attaeked. and by 8100 Soli!. the 

Confederates had bee!.l tiriveJJ back. 

Fo\U" daya after the Eattle of Fort. Stedliran, Genom;!. 

Phil Sheridan's cavalr,r a.~ Warren's V Corps were Bent south

west to Dimrl.ddie Cou:ct.holllle tdth the plll'pose of moving up and 

cutting the Southside Raihoad and reaching the Appornattox 

Riwr west of Petersbu:rg. Contederat6 tl'OOps under Gena-rals 

George Fiokett and fitzhugh Lee scored II ~or viotory on 

llarch 31st, near Dinwiddie Courthouse. when they turned back 

advanced elements of Sheridan's oo=d. The Con!ederates 

seeing they lfere hea:vily outnumbered, with~ and entrenohed 

at Fi-re Forks, three miles south or the Southside Rililroad. 

Sheridan attacked at Five Forks the next day, Aprillst, about 

11100 p.m.~ and by nightfall the Confederates had been defeated. 

Theit- success at Five Forks now enabled the Union forces to 

l'I:iach the SouthSide Railroad and the rivet'. On the follmdng 

day, April 2nd, .about 7100 a.:n., Union forces attacked tl1<!I 

defense line at Petersburg, and by 9:30 a.!!!" the line which 

led to Hatciler's Run. had b<'!en captured. The Union troops 

12 
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no~ ~turn6d in !U1l force to attack the de!~nse line ~est 

01' Petonburg, which e.rI;en&d from Fort Greg" on the Bcydton 

Plank Roo;d north to the river. Tald!lg ad'lr.lllta~e of the time 

gairu;d by the heroic defense of FO!"t Ore"g. the Coni"et'.BJ:'ates 

fell bac>~ to a new line east of Old lncian Teo',., Creek. Bon_ 

:fires Cotted the Confederote lines .'!.round Petersbur;; that 

night. and at ,;;bout 8,00 po"'-_ th..., .>,:ay of Norther:l Virginia 

begt.l'l. 16~:rlnz the city. Riohmond <fas evacuated t..1at s;me 

night. By 4.30 e'''''J A,ilrll J. lIicbigan troop'!! had placed 

their flats on the t'i;tersburg Courthou5e and Foot Offiea. 

A lIeek later the Amy of Northern V1rgL'lia surrcnde!'ed at 

App=ttox CO'.lrt Iknule, 100 miles lIest of ?etershurg.10 

petersburg Battlefields, 186> _ 1929 

Witllin foUl" J1'.onU.s after App:"''''ttox. there appeared 

!force indication that the battlefield!! at Petersburg would 

beoO!ro an "tt~actioo for the trawUnr; public. A [OrIMt' 

liautenaut in the 16th Virginia Regi,...ent, N. B. HB.wes, 

annoll.'lced in ilie petersburg Th.il;r~Ind>tt, J~ 4J 1865, that 

he had opened a ~Rl!!trea;tn in the vicinity of Fort Stedn:m 

'Where "7Iines, Jra.lt liquol'!l# lemonade, .,.nd cakes "auld b6 sold. 

The acnounce""mt further stated thatl 

Mr"O \lL".bl'il-seous foli..o.ze of th.e grow, the vsrout'e 
of' the adJ<'.cent grounc.s, and the f=c1.lS mlitary 
l'Iorkll 1=ediately <'.t the lIpot, all forn rare 
ttttrccti<.>ns tor the visitor "ud the toul'ist<3." 

The bltt.1efields aroun<i ;'cter~burg attra.cted G'Uiw a nu::'''cr oi 

1) 
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travelers soon a!'ter the end of the """-r. Vi~i tors .from the 

!lor"LlJ. 1.l.'lually arrived 'r.rJ st~ar.er llt Cit./ Point and f:ro.o. the re 

=de -t:'H'! txi? oy mil to Feter~b=g. For the benefit of the 

increasing n ... ."ber of battlefield tourists. Jarmtt's Howl, 

in ?etersbUI'Z3 in 1866. published ~ ~,!:;,:. ~ Fortificat-lcns 

a'1d 3attlefields Around 1'eters'ourg. "sur.".f conducted in 

1955, ga,,-s every ~'ldination that this 27-rage paper-bound 

booklet ...-:ls the first published guide book of its t'.;pe of I!. 

Civil 7'a1' battlai"ield area. Included in the guide book is 

an account of a toUJ;' of t.l:te battlefields Uiken by Orange Judd. 

editor of' the A;:eri<lan f'friculturists. Judd noted that hundre& 

calne daily to Pete rsburg to visit the battlefields. Remains of 

thouaands of soldiers I hut& dott.(ld the area and lone r0..-3 of 

~viving abati, and frai~e .ere to be seen on the tour. Gabions 

a.,d ot':'.er "IQcden ~urvivors of the fighting providlld a lIource 

of .fuel for sorce looal inhabitants, reoorded one nsHor .frCQ 

Seotland. ll Judd listed as the ruo~ t intoresting ~ites on the 

field to visit: Fort Greg.: (Confederate), Fort Fi~her, the 

8lenal toner en Peeble3' Fa~. Poplar Grove Church (pre~ent 

61te of roplar Gl;'O";'U l<atioml Cel!!ekr'j). Forts r:ad~orth, 

Sedg~ick, the Crater, and Fort Stettum. A tour oJ: the~e volnts 

""quired one d.<.:r on hor5ebac>:, and covered ll::>prori", .. tely 

benty !ill.les. 

.AlthoUEh bree nurben; of tr~:v,,:ers were at,tr::ctcd to 
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serious efl'orts moo to preserve the ph1sieal remodel's of the 

liar. Hvwe;rer. the Crater offered 1! 0000e eXlleption. As the years 

OOSQunty 1'I1tl1 heavy vegetative grwth. Indeed, 8.S early <18 

June 25, 1861, one visitor lI'l'ote: 

n • •• He 'Who seeJcs. by a survey of the grou!ld a.t 
this <By to re_el!t.abJ.ish in his o-.m Jrlnd the old 
lines of the ~~ of Northern Virginia, in front 
of fetereburg, has before him a. di.fficult task, 
tu~oss he ~s an aotor in the soen~s that took 
pl<'.ce hero •••• His imaeinatioo must restore 
thoae brok<m redoubt9 and trenc..'les that. starting 
from th.., Awetnattox. smmg aJ,'()und the circle of 
the arc towards Batch~r!s ~un. 

"At preM,ut the li:Jel! are little more tlm.'1 imaginary 
line". broken ber e and ther .. by e.:obanlmlents and 
trenches partly fiLled up by the pl<m of the hus
bandman. 'I'rue , there are traces everywhere of the 
trail of liar 'l'linding about. on r the hills, but to 
de1'ina .and mark with the vhoion a. conti.1J.Uol,lS lin .. 
is difficult. • • • The L~le~ents of husbandr,y 
have, in t ..ll.!l)' pl<lceJ1 trltnltphed over the imple
r.!eIlts of liar •••• ~ 

Had the local farmer~ of that paried po8ses~ed the 

p01'!er i'"J'let".ents of the present there Ferhaps lmuld be little 

I'<ll'1ainil"'..g today of the 65 miles of earthem fortifications 

built b7 both armes at PctcrsbU!'g. PossiblJr the greate~t 

loss inflicted by agriculture II<!~ that of Fort Morton, 'l7hich 

had !ler'rod as a be,,-dquartm."S for General Burnside during the 

Battle of t.."e Crater. Fort !i'lhOlle, on the Confederate line~ 

had di31!.ppearcd and its site Tlas a rr.atter of contro'rersy, by 

June 1907, yrlwn the A. r. Hill Cemp of Conf,,<!<!rate Veterans 

tier... enG.e.'pmrin,": to In!lr\: ce:-t.3in po1nt~ ot interest on the 
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Buildin,gs and other struot.ural. rel',2.indel'll IrQ!!. the 

lIill:" beZan to dies:pp""" from the ('lcene /loon after lB65. The 

~ignal to"flar ~ t Peebles' Fan:!, eons~,ructed in February 1865. 

was de!1olisfl.sd about l1l67 a."'lct th<l :Jaterial used in the building 

log enr.pel. of rustic desiVi, "fueb had been built by tn() 50th 

N"ew 70rk ;::ngineer" on the "resent. :s!.t" o£ Pophr Grove Natio!1al 

Ce!J!!tery. " .. 8 r .. zed by April 1%B. The chapelli'M consider<ld 

to be of such architeotural interest t.'lat a groUp in the North 

tried to prC!~ote a plan and obtain funds to have the stI".lcture 

moved to ~1e',1 York for e;,hibition >,ur;;o~es. This erfort. "SIas 

ummccas"ful and the cllapel.wa8 soon dcr:ol!~hed ther<ufter. 

becalll!e of its decayed and unsa!'" conditl.on.15 The Avery 

House, .. hleh bad served as a headqUE.rter3 for Ihion torces 

and as a siznal sb.t.ion1 was destro;.rod within a ift'l. weeks 

aft~r Appo~~ttox.16 It stood about a mile east of Petersburg. 

Globe TaV"I'IlJ focal point or the fighting on the Weldon 

F..ailrood in ~:ucust 1864J 'I'/1!.S dem<;>lished ll.ft<lr 1865. 

\"ihat ni;;:ht have ~en today th" sole ramining 

buil<ling of Civil ;'far association within the iark bcundal:'ie~ 

1IIas de::101hhed in 1923. ,;hitehill (Friend Uouse)1 lOCJ.ted 

near .::a.ttery live =d the Jordm Roase J scrwd as II head-

quartera buildng and l!ign;ol station for tile Union forces, 
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vrnUehill (Friend House) as it appeared in 1918. 
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CalIIp Lee Motor Transport Co:;:.a. the razing of Whitenill was 

described by tho PetersblU'g Progrese-~, July 28, 1935, as 

llone of' the most arnz:l.ng piece" of stupidity of its kind on 

record here." lJajor Joseph I.I1Us Hanson, Historical Technician, 

Petcrsbu:t'g National. llilltaI7 Park, in an article published in 

the A:merican Legion Monthly expressed hope that £0_ day 

l'ihitehill would be restored, " ••• at lea:lt in semblance, as 

the roost tHine place and convenient .!lite for the headquarters 

of the miutaIY park.n11 

The Crater -
A greater P'3-rt of the interest sholm by tourists in 

the battleEields at PetersbUl'g during the early post-war years 

tras ,,"entered <l.NUIld the Crater. Its a..ner, Will1aI!l H. Griffith, 

appea~ to have been a"'/faN of tl:te imporlance of preserving the 

Crater as a site of historical significance, and of itB poten-

tiality as an attraction for tourists. Frank Lesliefs 

Illust:rated llagazine, August 19, 1865. contained tl Ilketeh of 

visitors gathered at tne Crater, although the artbt tor this 

publication took considerable license in depicting the terrain. 

Yr. Griffith began to oolleat objeots found in tbe eultiw.tion 

of the fields in the Craror area, and started ... hat Jnight be 

considered as the nucleus of the present lIlusem of the 

Petersburg National I.!ilitary Park. Visitors "IIere cha-rged 25# 

to sae the Crater and lJr. Gri!!ith's collection. A visitor to 

17 
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the Crater ill 1Il67 haa Id't U!J ",'lUI a gJ,ll,phic duorlpUon of 

the appeU'8nco of' U!earea 1n the a:.u.~ p OI'I t-bellll!ll )'ll3l's : 

c oo. I f ound I:J1seil ~lled t QWllrCs the Crawr i 
tollOlfinr out the Jel'1lSalc Plank Road. Kl.lt a 
mUe troll tfl pndro:rd. gOing nurly 60Ut1mJaX'd, a 
!leW road .tart:! out ceat and • 111gn boord pointed 
' To t he Crater.' Sevaral ~d yards aero.J8 Ute 
lield, on the brcm ot t.'Ie hill , ymmed ttl .. Crater, 
l.colcing black and uninviting .-

~ ••• .Abou.t a :r!<'.r Binell , being in needy cireUlilstanc.,JOl . 
Yr. Griffith. encO\U'aged by the nurrDcr of vilii toJ'l'l , 
concoived the i dea ot preserving the crater intaot, 
a ll the war had left it •• • J and mth that vie'll" he 
enclosed it, and .<ide" some conveniences and .t.-traeUons . 
'l:'AlJr:l nere laid out, and etepa planted bT which the 
.outh of the crater 18 reeoJhed. Several. tert_te 
.ere buil t . - ene, t.MI 'er.tel' Saloon,' where "bi lol'S 
can refresh themselTes J and the other a lII.~I\lI;\ • ••• 
~ ~ll tee 1s expected but not de~ded . ·~ 

A regi ster book opened in 1861, ~h1ch contai~ the ~e3 of many 

pr odnent o;ersons .. ho visited the a:roo. after t.luI 1:".ar 18 still pI"El _ 

eeM'ed at tn. P~rle. 

Tbe Reverend David lIaCme, a Scot U8h 1IIin18t..t>r who 

t oured the eouthel'll 9tatell in 1868, dese r1bed his "lisa t.o the 

Crater in 1!!!. kc.erleans !!: ~ pubUshed in 18711 

• ••• A OOoth had been el"Co:ted b(!eid!! i t (tho Crater ) 
!l0tT. whoI'6 re11e8 ot tl'Ie !lj;ht waro 90ld, Il1Id 2S 
conti; clsr eed for a&.1sdon to the ground. ?he 
}!aJor ' s ~or CUes B. Coole, CSYunjfOI'f1J. hC'le'rer, 
f!:a~ an o.ff1d.a1 ai r to O\lr visit, and we weN 
oharged nothln{: . Then 19 t;till a 'IIllSt hollcw in 
the earth, th()U{:h the l()ok ()f the ple.ee hae eMn:;ed 
in oonllilquenee of the talling i n of' til!) e1cle9 . 
Iiwelm bone9 lIere 8till lying ab()ut, and ehre~ of 
un1! .. m, and cartridi;e-pOlKlhen and bayonet II cahbar.w, 
liOn:) theo scorchod and o:urled up a9 "it.1t 1':I.n. n19 
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Eff'orl:! to collect the Ildalission fee very o!'t.en 

lolust have draTlll violent pr(rUlst9 from 'Visiting war veteranl'l. 

One South Carolina vetcr:m, who had lc~t a brother in the 

1!a;t', described his vi~t to the Crater abont 1900: 

"i. hired rran. perhaps a Yankee; ~tay1'l around the Craier 
and pre-wnds to kumt eve:r;;--i:Jrlng about it and charged 
:&e 25 cmts 1'O:t' taLId.ng and telling ",e what I, to a 
grout ex'"oent, !mew. I told h.im on pz<inciple I refused 
to P"Y it ••• a plaoe I had helped to mltXe hi8tor:l.c by 
deeds of sacrifice.#20 

on Nove!'lber 6~ 1903, veteIWlS of Nahane's command 

gathered £Ol:' a reunion at Petersburg. It 1mS a grand event 

for Petersburg and judging from the press reports, svsrJone in 

town tUnled out f'or the occasion. During the afternoon the 

vetenn!! aSl5albled at the Crater and staged II. re-enacwent Qf 

their famous charge of July 30, 1864. Tne Riolmond Hooitzers 

and the NorloLlc Light .Artillery Blue!! 'PIers anong the vis! tJ.ng 

historic military 1lllita' partieipatil18 in the re_enaeb:aent. It 

was at this reunion of llahone's troops that IOOgl.ll.s Southall 

Frae:;..m CecalO.e inspired to 'llrite <I histol',1 of the Arw;r of 

Northem Virginia. The llltimate result 'Was the publlcatim 

or the dei'initive R. E. :We and Lee's Lieutenant13.:n ---
Gcli'fith i'acily "'nen it was sold in 1918. In 19261 the prq>erty-

'lias convey(ld to the Crater EIl.tt1etield Association, which main

Wnad a lIIuse Ul:i .. the Crater. and the re.",a1!1l'! of the tunnel; 

and constl'ilct.ed a golf course on the ~mrroundine grounds. 
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The T'uIme1.s and Farl ff"ll (Se<4;nick) 

The Confederate tunnels near Battery 25 (FQl"t 

Dalnnation) 'Vcra opened Sept.e:\ber 2, 1925. to the public with 

an admission charga~ by J:8:vid Lyon. Jr, 00=01' Elbert Lee 

Trin..'de of Virginia at.tended the openinE cere:;:ooies. Con_ 

dem."led 23 unaafe for further visitation unless dnietic means 

were taken for the support of the roof. the tunnels ~ere 

closed in 1943. lh'. Lyon, on July 4, 1932, opened a museum 

at Fort Rell (Fort Sedgrlck) nth an acIDission charge to the 

museIII'! and fort. This establlshi!!.ent 1s still maintained by 

lo!r. Lyon a " a c~ial ente):'priee.22 

lionmnen-ba Erected on the Petersburg Battlefields 

Within the present boundaries, and in the vicinity 

of the ?ark, ten monlli1trnt9" of consequence have been erected, 

which COllDllell=te participant:! or ewnw in the Petersblll'g 

campaign. &101'1 these monuments are listed ?t1th their looa.-

tions and dates Qf dedication: 

1. First llame Heavy Artillet'y' l.Ionurumt, near Colquitt's 
Salient. Septell'.bel' 30, 1895. 

2. Statue of Colonel Oeorge W. Gawen, Union Ninth Army 
Gorps, juncUQI1. of U.S. Routes #301 iUld 30lA, 
June 20, 1907. 

3. Joh..'lllon Hagood's Br1eade (South CarOli.."la) l:!onunent. 
battlefield of the Eatt10 of the Weldon P.ai1road j 

Au<;vst 18-21, 1864. at Fort ii"dm;orth. 1903. 

4. Third Dl.vision (Perl.\'lsy1vania Regi=t",), Ul'..ion Uinth 
An!ry COl!lIl, interior of Fort StedrBn, l!ay 19, 1909. 

$. Thi:rd Division, Union H.inth Ar:v Corp"" on ",-ppro:d;;"..atn 
sit<; of Fort ~nhone, SouL" Syc:l..'Wrf! Stl'ee. Pewr-3,'U!';';", 
Virgi,..ia. y .... y 19. 19G9. 
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6, lJonmumt to the 48th i'enr.sylvania RegillentJ Crater, 

May 19, 1909. 

7. Ninth of June ll<;mmumt. U. S. Route 1301 (Crater 
Road), UE.y 1909. 

8. lias52.chU-'letts J.[onUiIlent. Cmtcl' entrance road, 
NOveE\ber 134 1911. 

9. Soldier's Sprine Uemorial. near Hospital Gate entrance 
to Fort Leo, U. S. Anr;y llilitar;r P.e ~ervatiollJ October 
1912. 

10. South Carolina Monument to Elliott's Ilrlgade. Crater. 
l.923. 

ll. General Ti!llia." lW10nc M01l1,llllffit. Craul' battlefield. 
Ju17 ]0, 1927.23 

A smll m.arlrer "as placed by" l4llon Vllterans on the oi te 

of the Union ru.ne tunnel entra.'lce at the Crater, l!ay 19, 1909. at 

the t:me the !!IonUl!lents at Fort Ste-chan and en the site of Fort 

Yahone were dediaated. The.A. P. Hill Canlp of the Scn~ of' 

Confederate veterans in 1911. placed markers at Fort; Gregg, 

Colquitt's Salie.lt. and at Lee's Dam. and Ba.tter,r !D. 

The Ninth of Jmu" )1enorial fu;r at Petersburg 

EVBl1 the ",ost concise sumn..ar-y of' the pOIl t-'I7ar years 

at i'etnrsbul'g could scarcely omit 2. tllnUoning of the Ninth of 

June llmorlal lR.y. The Ladies li<'::Jorial A~!loci"tion 'llii-5 fo=ed 

in Petersburg, May 6, 18661 to ~uper8eda = earlier organization, 

the Paroled Hd Soeieth which had been fomed to a$si~ t in pro_ 

vidi~ tor the neads of the J:(lturnine Confederate soldiers, The 

first act of the tadies l.1""".orial A~sociation. aft,,:!, Their =in 

purp06'" of c:trine for the graves of Confedemta sold.iers, 11~.3 to 
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80It as i de t.'w ninth of J \IM as a !!egorlal Oily tOl" the Con_ 

fedeTl.te d9ad. 1'hi:l 1'1'&0 the a nniven;ary date ot the batUe 

at Petershura: in 1864. :.!rs . John Lotm . '!life of General Lo;;an. 

lIho was t.I-.eo CQ'L."I'Ul<!er_in_Chie1' or the Grand AnIy at t he 

Rep\lQl1c J visited olandford Cfl!l'.etery on l.l~orial Day in 1867. 

~on l~m:inc ot the s.i,gnifJ.can<:e ot the occasi on, lli".1 . LoS.on 

remertod t!-..et she 'IIould tell t be GUlera.l of the Pet.er:sburs 

observance. fl'a.ditioml:i3. this was the origin of Confederate 

Hemori.al Da:r.24 For t:any years tile Annual. 1ie1llOr1.a1. D2y servicea 

_re conducted in the Contedernte burial s eot.1on in BlJin4f<>rd 

Cee-.eter-,f lIhiell had beEn 1JEIl. aside in l868 . In 1901. the City 

of P(Jursb'-'l'8 gaw Blandford Ghurt:h* to the ladies !<etlOr lal 

A~soe:!.ation to be converloo by the"! into a Con1'edente i.lG:;lOri.al 

Chapel. Sc:-vices on the nin th or June ""-VIi! beet conducted in 

the ehurch since 19h2. Bl.mdford ChU.l"Ch is ,till ~!nt.a1ned 

by the- Ladies Meaorial A~8oei.ation and the JIU'18 .emori.ir.l 

urv:l.cell are sUll held W)(\er tho allSpices 01' tho MSOCiatiOl'l . 2S 

Effort.s t.o Establish a Park ot Petereburr , 1888-192$. 

Senator Jemn ri. Dluiiel ~ t he -[mae Uon or 0meb1;n,lrg, 

and nouml11.d vetoran of t he Battle or tile 1'!ildcme8:1 . intrOO\!ccd 

.,treo<;ed 11t i73S. iiLindior'li ChU1'e. ... "lSa8 aSZ:ridOi1ed after the 
buUd1n£ "f 3.!lot~r ~iseopal Church 1n i'etenburg in leol. 
~t3 t:rc;;n Ule ~ficct Qt \.Itrlon artillery on tlIe buil dinc <lad 
nearby grave" oro still in evidence . Repairs t o insure the 
preserVll.tion of the chUl"Cn 'IIe re ~lI.do by the City of }'etersburg 
U ~2. ' 
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into r.ongre53 in 1888, j:ossibly the first bill which would 

ha~ provided, if it kd passed, for' the e3tab:lishrr.en-:: "f a 

battlefield r;ark at i'etersblll'll'_ 26 Asi<le £1;'0"," the attitude 

&long the Imll.".akers in these years tc'rIard the establishr.ent. of 

fresh in the ::tinds of'r-,any il'lfluential .I..:!!criMns in 18i3B. 

National Cemetedes oonstituted an enti1'9ly different. m.tter, 

26 evidenced by the early estshUshmmt of cemeteries e:t. 

sites. 

Petersourr, Natio!l.'ll Battlefield Park Assoc~ation, 18~-1910 

Although there were =y individ1.1.2.1.s who advocated the 

establishment of a park at Petersburg, the first. concerlBd and 

seriou3 effort. llil.lI :nade in 1898, Tlhen the Petersburg National 

&ttletield Park MS<lCiation was fOI'!O!ed with Genernl Stith 

Bolling as it!! pNsidcnt. It 'I!<lS quite natuxal that the incep

tion of the battlefield ~rk irea 2.t Petersburg should have 

bean begun by fulling and other Confederate veterans who 1I"are 

active in local civic and veteran affairs. 

General Stith Bolling (18~-1916) served duriflS" t."e 

War in Ccepany 0, 9th Virginia CavalIy, and held the roDk of 

Captain at the end of tha war. He 'IHS ,.,ounned s!:>:: tir.,e5. In 

J1l691 he _9 elec"tGd to the Virginia House of Dele:;:atas vme]'Q 

he served for tV/a years. In 1870, Bolling Tlas appoinred 

B]'igad:i.cr-C.mer ... l in the State Yiliti ... by Gow:t:!'.or Gilbert c. 
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Peters~ure, a position whic.h he held al::oat up to -the ti.'!te of 

his de.ath.27 

The Assooiation zrel' out of' an effort by- local group!! 

to s1.9"or~ the Epcs bilJ thm bcf'oro Cong:rea". This bi11~ intro

duced in IB97 by Ref·re~,mtat.1ve Sydne'J P. Epes, Fourth Con,gres-

siClru District of Virf:i~:l.a. propc,,,e d th", e~ __ tablislw,mt of e 

yark at l'ete::'L'lburg T!hich 'lIould be called the Petersburg NatioMl 

Fa:;:".;;. The bill provided for a corod.ttee of three, each of 

whom :::lust hav" partici,.atDd in one of tile battles around Peters_ 

burg. T>!o of the cOmldssioners were to be appointed :£'rQ!l 

ci¥ilian life by the Secretary of liar, and Uw other =:'1 to be 

an aI'l<lY officer considered best qualified for tile po~t. Por.er 

to acquire tho nece,,~ar.r land by eondama;tion "fIas invested in 

thi :'l cOr.mission. The bill asked for "''I !lppr<lpriation vi' 

(\125,000.00. The Pekrsbur'g Jl.o.11y Index-Appeal, Janue.r;r l..4, 

1898 , ~,udcd VHI active ~UP!o!'t of tho P"'C1Jle of Frederi<!klJburg 

in the establ:1.shr..ent oi: a park there, ~.nd u..",ed the l'ete~burg 

Comnon CQuneil. and ether o!"g..:.nil'.ationa to support the Epes 

bill. On February 18. 1898, deJ.egate" frw. the Petersburg 

C=on COWlcil. Charr~ .. r of CC"lllmerC6, and the C-eorse B. Thot'.as 

Poot, Grand Ar;rry of the R<Jpublic, me"\:.1n the hall af the A. P. 

Hill Ca.""1;> of Conf'ederate Vek=s, to bke positive steps w;/ard 

the 'lupport of Rer",,,,,,antative ~)est bD.1. 'ina A. p. Hill Ca!llp 

abstuined bccat'sa it had just recently p"~Ged a set of resolu.tion>; 

enrtcrdr:r; the bill. At this ):lcctinr. on t.."I)" 18th, it "as c'_ccided 
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not to send a sub_contUi tte!'.! to Washington a!! originally 

planned, but to inaugurate a J!l.Oye -to organize a t.atUefield 

J"'rk association. George S, Be:z'rlard, vet.e ro.l'l of the 12tJl 

Virginia Regi-'1Je1lt., l!:m:J.ber of the A. P. Hill ~Il¥, and editor 

of 7;-3.!. 'j'alk:l £! 90nfedarate Veterans, spoke of the advantar;es 

or a :r-e.rk to i'et,,::-~burg. Genenl EolJ..ing <!aid that parks were 

being el!tablished elllewhenl and that he would like to have 

some of the money 5pent here. "It l!eeM to me that lie have 

got to start and "..aka no Inistalms,n fulling sa1d.28 

At a meeting of the sub-cDl'Wittee on organiMtion, 

March 1898, it ~as decided to name the as!!ociatlon the Peters

burg National Battlefield Park ASl!cciat1on.29 The following 

month It cOIl1:'..ittee was appointed to determine T.'hich poa! tions 

of the battl£field arf'..a should be ernraced in the park. ],f.r. 

Bernard, at a meeting of the Association in April, I'e<'.o an 

address y;hich had been prepared to sell the peopla of l'ewr"burg 

and the neighborlne counties on the idea oJ' the park; 

" ••• That the parle will make the ei ty of Petersburg 
and the portions of tile counties of Prince Geot'ge and 
ru.mliddie that will be eabraced li'ithin its liAli t:! a 
source of attraction to the g~l.!t benefit of their 
peeple J cannot be quelltioned.~jU 

Unfortunately the Epes Bill l:as bei"oro Conzr,.,,,,l'I ,..tum 

the cond;,;ct of t.')e ...... r d&lt a death blow to the bill, i"urt.'1er 

delaying the est.lblish,;;ent of a park at ?etcr",curr;. The 

?etersburg llational kttlefield Park ASMciation a?pw..rs to 

25 
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ha'7e gradually f .. ded out of existence by 191.0, if not before 

t.'m.t year, as re!lC"r.ed ettorts to esta.o.li~h the F"U'k in 1907 

sctu'cel.....- ",ention the Associaticn fOr'r'.ed in 18:/8. 

Plans 1'01' a P"-rk a...,d Crater Re-erutctrr£l'lt, 1907 

field park at ('etersblll'g. There llC::'e individuals. ehiefl,y l:3.r 

peroc:l:'l inclincc to be ctt'.wnt to =it :mtil the Pederul gov-er7l-

lIlent establi~hed a f-1.rk~ the--j .:are r~nded of the real situa_ 

tion on ~'3.y J. 1907. men tJ;s Petersburg r.aily IndeA_~pooal 

l!!lI1oUllced that: 

!t?'hilc it i.'I true that in e lar~(lr sense the ;rot-'o~cd 
pat'k is not a local matter, the country naturally ex
pects that the people of Petarsbul'g to take the 
Wtiative in such an under..aki.ng, and it is Clearly 
th<'lir intore~t aid their duW to do sc." 

The need for a r.er:' RlS aeain br.:l'.;eht to the att<!1l-

tioD of tho public by that IIC,= nu;"!''''.,.::;r in JU!"!o 1907. on the 

.3c;;rd of Gmremors in April 1907, !.:)c. Ci:~.r18s ff.all r.::wis~ 
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proposed a re~=ctmmt of tho Battle o£ the Crater to be 

:!~o:ed 1'lith the full coq::eration and =>ll'Pcrt. of the A. P. 

Rill Cm:m of Con!'ederate Ve~.e= • .32r1hict> 1'1aa obtained \lith 

little difficulty. The re-enact~ent ~as dGsi~ned a~ a means 

to en end __ to"" end being the establishESnt of a battlefiel.d 

l"'>1'k. It was thoUCht tI,a.t the dl'<lJ:',atiu pres<>ntation mru.ld pl"O_ 

.«lte favor<'-b?e public sontiMmt tOOd.ro the park. The rRi1y 

~_A";::,,,al agreed that a more OlJportWle nmcr.t for this 

prq:>o,",al cO'Jld not ha"'.! ocC'~rred~ " ••• nhcn tho eye'" of ilia 

lfhole country ",,,, re directed towards Virgini ... . " The re_enactment 

'Would 00 Ilwced ~:t a time linen the Jamestot,n Exposition ... auld be 

at its height, and it; "as <U;l'!ct"d 1:het a~\!h an event hero would 

attract a great nu.'!'ber of people to the city)) 

The Pete rsburg City Cotmcil """, 2skw. to appl'C'priate 

~5,ooo to as.!5ist i..TI £lll:mciDg the proera:ll, lIhich in er.l'cct would 

be an a:i'P~pr1atiOl1 to aid in the establish;:"'llt of' a ba:!;tlefield 

park. C)u.es"tlon of' tl:e leeslity of su.ch an apl'rcpria tion =05e 

Mone the eounclli:<m, .!'.nd tite ~attcr =8 Nl.fel'red to the city 

!1l1ance com,.!ttee •. Uta!' so",,,, delay, the city's attorney gave 

his 09ini= oct l'.ay 7, that the ap9l'Opl'iation for such a 

!inancie.l ventur<l' would be illegal; h01"/e"ler~ the city could 

buy the Crcter [aI"'J and "eke a park of it •. U the ",ectillG oi 

the Council l ~fr. Davis expI"Csl!6d his disappoin1z'lcnt and hoped 

that the Crater ram wuld be purch"~",d as a 9teppine stone to 

e nat.ion.ul park.J4 l:':eaUh'hile. the 8ellme for tIlc re-enactJ.cnt 
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of the Battle of the Craterffa~ reaching sueh a 3cale of 

w!::olc thin;; 'l'fould :Ur,;'i"rl2 i tf! ~ucceS3, and the eventual devalop_ 

lJent of the park. By )fay 19, 1907, the idea of a I1hcm battle 

fn the cpil'-±cn tht t.':o bs;t~,le lrocl~ actually be a lE€<U!S to the 

desire,," end. J" 
lOaan-I1hile , th!: nnl~ of the lIlove t<l'l<ari.! a par'..: and its 

ra~lu.."'e, had reac"ted en interested Union veteran, Ja.'I\el! Anderl!on, 

in Massachusetts. For a mw'ber of yean ~revious to 1907 he had 

oode :frequent trips to PsU!rl!oure. <I-.'ld because or hill arniabil1vI 

and interest in the affairs of the Confederate vetel,"().ns at PawrsburB. 

had been !l!ade an honorary me~iber of the A. p. Hili G:mp of Con_ 

f'ederaw Vete!'cm". In a letter to the editor of the retcrsburg 

Inde:r:_ApF'~d. A.."l.derl!cn preposed that t..l19 A. p. Hill C:lJ:lP send a 

deleeaticn to the Onmd Anl!,y of the Republic Y<l=pclcnt and re

quest thei:r- ~nf1uence in I!eou.-il16 a park. P.c .ctated that ve:ty 

Ie ... people in the nerth. undentocd that the peeple of the South 

...anted. this battlef:!.eld park~ Hld that moat pe~1e of the North 

thought of t."fJe park icea a ,,: a nOve by the Grann A!"'!ly or the 

Republic to pel'petU.:lte the fall ot the Conrecieracy and were 

100.t11. to '-'pprove " moy" for fear of offending southemero,36 

lie record has b"en found to indicate that delegates lroI'lO 3<l!lt 
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Gettysburg to Petersbuxg I.!emodal Road Plan. 1909 

In lb.y l909. Francia Rives Laasitel', llho had succeeded 

Sydney? Epe~ a ll Representat:!.ve of tho Fourth Consre~eional 

Dil!tr1ct of Virg1nia~ 60ueht the assistance of Gener:U. W. 11. 

Wotherspoon, Assistant Chief of Staff. U. S. Anry, in i'ra!aing a 

biD. to =k ihe points of p:cl:mary interest on the Pekrsburg 

battlefields. A resolution prep=ed by the Office of Chief of 

Engineers a t the request of !k. lI:!.s~1t.erJ "II;),:! 100ked upon 

1'avombly by the llilitary A£fairs CorJllittee. but failed of 

arklption as a r esult of delays caused by a filibuster in pro

gress at the t~e. La5siter's proposed resolution outlined the 

pl3n for marking the sites of troop locations at Petersburg , 

It did not provide for an,y appropriation for extensive surveys 

as it l'/aS thought tilat. ld th the good mps of the area already 

at hand. funds ;foJ' the few incidental surveys needed could be 

had Irem f'und:l already under control of the War Depart.w nt. 

Mr. lassiter infomed General wotheI'spoon that, since 1\ oon

lerence lIith officers who 'll'e:re in Peter sbltrgJ in V .... y 1909. he 

"aa 01' ilie opinion that action was not necessary aD given in 

the resolution, lIhich lu>.d failed to be adopted, and that the 

s.,cretary of War lllight authorize en officer Olf the ~iar GOlllege 

tOl =ke a epecial stud;r of the operations around Pcten;burg. 

1864-65. a e a part Olf the regulQr course. General17otherspoon 

a"reed with Mr. lAssit.:lr that the 1'Iar reparlz:.ent could prepare 

the"e studies at least up to a cel.'tain point. 
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At the S~ tl~ Congressman Las~itBr WaS nego. 

tiating 16th the War Department. !lr. Charles F-.all Davis in 

Petersburg l'Ia~ giving his atten-(;ion to the estahlisluuent of 

a park Mch as had been set up at Antietam and Gettys!1urg. 

Reprel!entatiWl Las3itel' lias endee.vt>ring to interest lIlEOO.bers 

of COI'.gress in UtI) park idea. but lIW.M lltUe headiiay as the 

Senate w .. s ah:tO$t entirely absorbed l'fitn the tariff question, 

Mr. ravia' IIchel!le for the park i'eatu~d £ll elaborate plrul for 

building a me:norial rood from Gettysburg to Petersburg, which 

lias actually a means toward the elltB.blirornent of a park at 

l'etersJ:ftlrg that would eventually inolu6 tracts of land. This 

l'/aS at the t,il:'_B of the (lood Roads Xovement in Virginia and it 

1f1lS believod that public opinion 'Would be in favor of a fine 

road. In June 1909, Itr. Davis receiyed a letter fN):! Lassiter 

sayi_ng that a mClllbel" of the llilital)'" Affa irs Co=ittee beliewd 

the road projcat lIould 00 more difficult to pass than t.lJe park 

legislation, and that the Spaaka'!' of the House, and othe'!' leade'!'s, 

".ere as unfa-vorable wiard :making an appNprl-<>.tion tor roads as 

t.hey were for establishment of battlefield parks. 

Ye=hile. lo!r-. Davis had sul:mitted his plms for the 

llill!?orll>.1. Road to s e .... eral indi vidua..1s for their CQJll':lents and 

lruggestions. ~~j. Isaac B. Bro.m, Corry, Pennsylv:mia, lias 

afraid, at the out8et, that such a rood ·,TOuld pOStpOncl to an 

even more :1ndai'inite fus the establ!slrr=t of a park at 

PewrsDurz. which ln s his primary interest. Aftor sane cOE~idera~ion 

'0 
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of the pl.au, hO'll'e'llll'J he agl'Eled that it had J:arry (loW!le!ldable 

ieaturc1!. Col. Archibald ON-cie. whose :ratner, Go:meral 

Archibald Gracie, 1l'as killed at Pewrsburg 1n 1864) thouzht 

the plan an excellent one and suggested that there be formed 

a "Gettysburg to Petersburg !!emorial Road Assoeiation.n The 

Association would pN"ota the plan for the road. Col. Gracie, 

Wes t Point graduate and hi"torian, had in Jauuaq 1906 expressed 

his sentf.;:;!enW for a battlefield park at Petersburg in the 

ConI'edemte Veteran. Col. Gracie believed that it anything ""'15 

to get throUZh Congress there =t be business atta(lhed to it; 

thus the pra(lt:!.cal utility of' the mmari;;J. rood plan should be 

emphasilSCd. I:f' it canw to a choice be-ween a park and a I!I6JllOrial, 

both Grade and 1!ajor lIrorm made 1 t clear that they held for a 

park. The plan for the road never received a great amount of 

publicity, if any at all, and BOon died out.31 Three years 

].aiel', on AprU15, 1912, Col. Gracie lias the last.man saved 

trw the siIlldng nuns:1:nka.ble" Titanic.3B 

Plans for a M£o;1orlal. fuuJ.enrd ... t. Pewraburtl"-! 1913-l.92u 

Alxlut 1910~ Patrick Henry IJrm;ry, Member of the 

Virgini.a House of Delegates j "Wldertook a study of the Yario\L'l 

attcrn.pts T,hich had been made to establish a. park a.t Petersburg, 

Tho plrul fcr the park as ",nvisa.ged by the A. P. Hill C<!l!IP of 

Confederate Veterans and other interested persons, lIall a rather 

extensive tract of land which ra.~ rcuthly from the Appaoattox 

River east cf l'~terllburi':1 south to the vicinity cf Fort 
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Sedgwick (For!; Hell). JJX. Ilremy -wa~ con'rlnced that fu~ i!I'1ount 

of lIlon",.T that .. ould 00 required to purcha"e the land .in tea 

:!li.on:;le and to convert. it into a park 'ilould be so glVlot t1ut the 

bill would neve::- pass Congress._ The Hon. \1aUer Allen WatAlOll 

(1867-1919) of Wotto~y Coun~ succeeded the Hon. Francis 

lassiter in the House or P.epresen-mt.iVl'ls in 1913. Mr. Drenry-

proposed to tir. Watson that a bill be intJ:'O<iuced ill Ccngre3s 

provid1ng an appropriation f'l'I:lIll the Federal gO'l'Smlmnt to 

construct a resmorial boule~rd from the App~ttox River east 

of Peteroburg to the river "West of the city •. The pTOpOlScd 

roo.d was to run bet;cleen t.he fortHications of the Union and 

COnfederate Armies. The City 01' PaterBburg and its patriotic: 

organillations, ilOOOrding to llr. Drewry1s plan, lIould fol'\ll an 

o:r<;anization to secure the titles to the properly that ~/Ou!d 

be involved, including the l'elllo'lins of the fortifications. 

1'Ih110 Ur. rlau;on T,as in IlccoJ'd lIHh W I! plan ;md agreed that 

it was practicable and feasib1<lt lw at the sa"", tine wishad to 

~r17 out the prq><>sa1s of the A. p. Hill Camp~ in that the 

desired tracts of land be plll'cilased in thoir entirety. 

Mr. Drewry continued to act on behalf of hill p1.un for 

the road and in early 1913 publiehed a dGtailed account ot his 

pNPosal in the Petersbu:rg Indro:_Appml. lfr. DZ'v.r.J!s plan fo:(' 

the read >laS heal.'tily endorsed b;r the l'e~rsburg Chapter (If the 

United rauehte:('~ of tllO Coni'ederacy aud tile Sons of Confederate 
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all patriotic organh.ations in Petereb\u'g to ~end tlro reJU'o

sentati"'MS so that a croup could be t ornld f or the pUlpoe8 

of pl'Oll!OUne the bow..evard p l.KI! . An or"anization 'lQ8 ton::ed 

after a _t1.'1Z in ::a-. Drewry' s otfiee 111 Petersbwo:; ~Ter, 

it 1\Ia.9 short-lived. U the reques t of !II". Ihmrr]' , 1.he United 

U!~htera or the COI11'eooracy took II? the ph!! for p r o."\Otin{: 

the r04d aohe:rla 'iihare the S0n3 of Contederate Veterans l ett 

ott. Thei r \laMl 'l5eal and Wltirlng efforts kept thft !IleQorial 

l"Ga-d pLm alive until it appeared certain that a ~rk ooolli&ting 

of trae16 or Land, rather "Uw.n the road pl.1n, "auld be !.he plan 

to be 1 0110'118d. 

In 1923, Ca;>t. Carter w'ehop, =OOr of t M A. ? Hill 

Camp, !ntomed !Jr . Drenr;r. "ho in 1919 had "ueceed ... d the Hon. 

'.~lter ?:'a tsc;\ as Representat.ivo of t.~e FOlU'tli Congress1oaal 

lIiatrict, of another plan t or aa tabll&hing e park. Capt. II!. trbop 

had discus~ad the !:lat ter at great lencth nth Col. Ju:es 

Anderson. <l! Llassachusetw. 'Who hlid l Oflil: been intel'Gsted in 

lIea ing a p:!.r k asta.bl1s~d at Pet ersburg , Both ot t hese 'lateran.'! 

had decided that the bes t tro.ng to do 1'1 the 'lUy of a px-el.1r> inaxy 

QO'iICEel1t ~IS to haw the desind traete or land s""tyed" p1"e~ 

6"~bl,y tha t arore a cclll'a te 1'ig\ll"eS in acreage and costl.! eould be 

used in t he proposed park bill. Co:!. . Andcr.son appe"-red eonfidCllt 

that the SJ'ezitel' of the House J the Hon. Frederick H. Gille t t, 

l.'.assaclm.Mt~~ ,;auld introc!uce the bH l , As the RepubliG.aJ\,. 

;;erc :in ccnkol o~ tile Or:;'lilliz.zUoQ or !.ho 1:0= of I«>pre:;cm~!;iv;;.:J. 

" 
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l!r. Dre!oTy", a. Democrat~ thought the bill for the park as pre

sented by ~. Gillett vould carr-.r lIIore lleight. TIhen ConeresB 

convened in 1924. Mr. Th'e1ll7 conferred with Mr. Gillett On the 

proposed bill and just hall it should be handle d. 

The bill~ ~;hich "ould have to go before the lli.limry

Affairs Co-mittee, 'lias first sent to the ,oar Deparment fo!'" 

I'i\vie'li' and S'''!'lgaaticns. The SecretaIY of War reported t.h..o>.t 

"hile he. had no oilJecUons to the apecific bill, he was not :in 

ByliIpathy with the establislwent of a.'1.y roore battlofield parks. 

In February 1924. l.!r. Drellry "1mB concerned over sc..e recent 

publicity received on the bill. in that it llight mislead the 

public into beUovine that the bill had protres:led ~.uch f'm't.her 

tlw.n it actually han. !.Ir. !lreT1l'y, at thh time. S1.IJl'J'!ed up -the 

situation IilS follOWS: 

"ffe ere a long ... ays a=y ;hem the establishwnt of a 
llIeDorl.al road by the Federal Govenllnen:t. and the bill 
lfhic,,- ill under discussion, provide~ only ~ ! survey 
ot a routa, and does not mean ti!:>ot Congress "i'1111 pass 
:aoIn a;".-thorizing the building of the road. These 
things move 810':'111. and it will be years before lie 
reach any !ruch point, and it -.;ill -take a gNat deal 
or good hard work on the p,rt of all of us to get it 
accamplished. n39 

,u;;hoU,?;h, in 1924, it seEr.!6d that the park at 

Petersbure lIould take the for ... of a liEl!orial road as ccncd ""d 

by Dr6"1!",\'. the plan consisting of tracts of land arld a system 

of roadways, as orit;inelly planned by otJlsrs, cM.efl}' thl': A. 

P. Hill Ga...'1p, had not beal entir.uy ab~n(~""ed. It should be 
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stated here t.'1at Representative Dr6my was not altogether just 

for his Oitn ro;.d planJ but he con~iderod his plan of &..'3 

I;;eElor1a~ boulev,.!'d as the one ..,hleh 'nould have the )!lost. apr-cal 

to Congre8~ . 

belie!' that 

Capt. ~rter B:iehop, '1.M sfl;:tr£d 'iI1th many the 
, 

the South alMe could not secure U ..... P<trkl undertook 

to g.dn the s\lpl;ort of' influential Northerners. Ho obt.:d ... ,ed til. 

b2cldng of' the Governor of Pennsylvanie 3S "ell all that o£ 

Jar,""s "'t. Wadrr:lori:h of ,10" York. capt. Bishop's nebotiatiolls 

nth tha Goven1<lr 0': POI'lI'l:i:flw:nia liere held in view of the 

outsta......-Jing :pa2'ticipation ot' Pennsylw.ni<l trO"l;l1! ~n ilie 

PetersbUI't: Campaign. Sen2.tor Wadsworth'" father, Maj. C-(ln • 

J=s W. riadsmlrth, ,;as norwlly l;ounded in the Wilderuess, 

/.!a.7 9. 1864. The star-shaped fort constructed by Union force'" 

on the Weldon P.aUr-Jad in August 1864. had been named fOl· the 

SenatOI"s father. Capt. Billhopts uneeasir.g j!tforts to secure 

the auppcrt. o£ influential people playad no s1:lall part in tha 

success at the final bill 'l'I!'.ich >laS passed. establlshinz the 

Petersbur;s NaUor...";l Military Park.40 

orh€] Este.bli~hmal'l.t of the Pete .. ~burr National lHlitag P.l:'k 

On Febl:'Uary III 1925, the ?re~ident apFroved a bill 

introduced by- ReFresentative Th'e1'1l',Yj which CI'C.:.lted a coOlllission 

til" feasibility or pre~ervirle :md mark-mE ~or historical and pro

fes;3iOl1<'-1 milita:ry- ;'It>ld,y S>lch fields." l:'ecenoor l~ 1925~ ;,an the 

latest date on -&",ich the co .... "1i~Bian ~'a;'l to !'3port its findi.'1g!J, 
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The cc".ussion of t.llree liler.DerS l\'aS to cc:o,prise a c=issioned 

officer of the Corps of En&1neers~ United States Am.n a 

vetera.'1 of t.'>", ~on Am;r; and a C=fece:ra.~ ",,,teran.U1 The 

appointed co~sion consisted of: Col. J1l..-"leS Anderson, 

SJ'ringf'ield, l!a3sachusetts; Capt. Car-wI' Sishop" Petersburg) 

Virginia; >Utd Lt. col. FI=ois A. p~ . Corps of Engineers l 

United St:tteE A.~. Pope serve'" as seoretary and disbursing 

officer of the cor.wssion. 

On April 18, 1925. the co~~ssicnJ ~th all mErrb~rs 

present, J:let at the City "5a.11 11'. '<'eterobn:r&~ ;.nd elected Col. 

Anderson as chairmo.n. Sewral meetincs To'ere held therffifter, 

and inspections of ;>Teas desiTed for 1nc1~ion in the park 

'(Iel"e conducted. The e<mmisdon 6u'l.::E!.itted thell n:port on 

Ho..-,mOer 19 1 1925', ad'visil1g the inclusion of 185 acres of land 

with ap:;orop ...... ...ate roacmaYl" and l"IU'li1:ll:'a. h2 

i"ollJflin;; the report of the CQz:..:dedon" II. bill pro_ 

vidinf; for u," csmblisr""cnt ot' tho ParK vas introducsd into 

the House of' Represen-(Atives,. January 1.15, 19261 b-.r Mr. Drew:ty.43 

'!'he bill 'I7as referred back to the House by the C=ittee on 

llilit.<J.:ry Affair", r.ithout e=ntl on ,lprll 15. After f'lssine 

the House, the bill -was preser'.ted to the Scmte b;r Sen. J",.,('s 

li. lfad$'!'forth, lIhl!r<l it "Il'a~ passed <1-'1d ser;t to the Prcsi<'_~'lt On 

July 2J 1926. Prasident Calvin CGolic'.zc si(';llcd -the bill on 

Jul7 3, 1926.44 Eatablir,~."nt of a battlefield park at ?cte~sburs 

36 
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Battlefield Association had be".'!. ferned to support Represen_ 

tative Epee' bill for a ~rk in 1898. BW the Act o~ 1926~ 

the .. .f'i'airs of the Petersburg iiational Ui.litary Park: .. ere to 

be conducwd b-.:r three ccolls3iOllers appointed by the Secretary 

of ':a1'. An appropl'ia:tion or $15.000 was ";ada for the Tlcrk of 

the Comrission. It ?las authorized to receiWl gifts. and cont..i_ 

butions frO)ll the States, organizations and individu<>.1.s for the 

Park; no hinds weN to be purchased by the Federal gownment.45 

Petersburr, Battlefield Park Associat1Qn 

Public sentiment in favor of the Park was soon shown 

~ the organization of the Petersburg ?ark Association, formed 

for the pUIpose of assisting the Commsdon in .securing tho 

necesaary land for the Park, and superintending the transier of 

the land to the government. Mr. FNIlklin Smith, prooinent Petersburg 

business,,=, and well knmm for his long~tiole interest in the 

plans for establishing a. park, lias elected President of the 

ASSOCiation. other officers rmre: Dr. L. S. Early, Vice 

President, and ",eTlber of the Petersburg Caq> of Sons of COIl-

federate Veteram'!; Mr. E. P. Hollenga, Secretary; .md l.l:rs. 

Elillabeth BoUine Cameron, Treasurer, Tlho liaS alro serving 3S 

treasure);> of the PctersbuIE Chapu,r of the United IQughters of 

the Cmf'ed<lraC"J. 46 

~Sl:lU!'g ~Iaticr.a.l :.Iilitary ?ark CC~<l:1ission 

Actine ur-,der the direction of t."-e :;;ecNt.<.I7 of ,;;;r, the 

37 
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roe~ of t'OOw., <l_d I'IOeOSSf.ty to tho plU:pOSe ot the ;>lI rk, 

to _rk with appropriate h1etorteOll r.oIrKers ;all e.arlmrol'ka. 

Uneu ot battle, troop positions, bufldings. and other bJ.5ton

COl.l point.s of interest. vith1n tlw Park 00" in it.!! rleWt:f.L.7 

lIe;:o.bel'lI of the first. PoterabUl'g II.<!. UOI'.l!.l l!ilitar;r Puk COI!I:Lission 

'lIarel Cartel' R. Bishop, 'fIho accepted his appoint.::lent in 

l"ebI"U4I¥ 1928 ; Henry H. Cccley, • 1Jnion v&ter= residing in 

Haruy C. JemrU, CO.!'JlII ot !nginee"'J 'Who at the time of his 

appo.lntarlt in JaDuaty 1928 -.:II .tat.ione<! at the 11. S. tngineere 

Otfice in Norf"olk, Virginia . Lt. Col. Je'Wett lI1lS also Secre_ 

tary of the COl!Uission. 

J. report on pJ..;a.ns tor th_ establislll!!ent of the 'Pell'\( 

'\'I&S sub:litted by t.ha COlll!1. 8ion to the 3ecretal',1' of i'far. IMight 

F. Q<vis, i-'I June 19'26 . '1'be cCllldssion lias guidoo. in itt! plans 

by the reCQl::l:len<1at.i<U1$ as "t forUt by the PrelJ..a1nar;r Colf4ie:sion 

at 1925, oJ lIhioh Col. 4n(lerson. Capt. Bishq>. and Col. Pope 

1r"re ~rs. !he hearings eln the b ill in COllgrtli5s .. and plJbllc 

Ilenti!'l.ent on the Park 11\ Petersburg and neighboring countJ.ell 

.ere other guiding t actoro in Zl'aking up the oo=.i!l:lion ' lI plans . 

On$ hundred and ei&hty-five ac~s liaS tho a!aount or llmd 

Qriginally proposM t or aeqllill1.t1on by the cOlll!l1ssion. 'The 

1.) ?hat road:! alone each ot the .min lines of the 
Union and Ccn.fcd.ret.e Ar:rl9,"~ with conm:c:tine: 
roorlll, be cO!lstruc~d. 

JIl 
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2) To secure the d<lnation of all forts, trenches, 

and other defenses eontiguous to the roads 
:included in the Park. 

3) The aoquhitiOll of the Crate!'-, and that. the 
eo=issioD, nth ~'>e aid of the PetersblL'l: 
B3.ttJ.etield Park Association, would endeavor 
to acquir<:o the Crater Battlefield. 

4) In addition to tron:sferrlng to tIle Park 200 
"'cras f);'CIll Camp Lee, it ... ould be de~ired to 
increase the acreage in the vioinity of the 
Jol"d;m H=e site and Battery Five. 

Tha estiM.ted amount needed to C1l.l'I'Y out the plan was 

$1,065!350. As soon as the commission's plan for the Park was 

approwd by too Sa~tary of War, an office lI'ould 00 set Up 

and a CClllpetent €ngineer .. ould be hired to :mrYllY the :parcdl'] 

or ground needed i'or tho Park. The c~ssion furtber stated 

in iJleir reporl that thl:l;1 "would cooperate with the association 

of the oitillens of Petersburg aetorsburg fu.ttlefillid Park 

J.ssociatio!yin pl'O!'!1<lt.ing public l!entiJ:.ent on the ?61"k.n48 

The Secretary of War made it apparent in a letter to 

the oomi.'l~ion dated SBPt..enlber 7, 1928s that -the plrk would 

raquire llIOre land than the orlginally estimated 165 acres, The 

Secretazy's letter in part read: 

"To preserve for historical purpose the breas~10rkss 
the earthworks, ?lalli, or oilier dei'enses or shelters 
used by the amies therein. This objeotivc cannot be 
obtained by nerely connecting tdili a l"O. d ~everaJ. 
isolawd forts or earth-llorka ••• It is Most iJ;rport.mt 
that the COC1!Ilission maJre every effort possible to 
seoure the donation of l!Iuttioient land to in31.L""f! ths 
preservation ef the forts and trenches adjacent to or 
in the i,:;uediate vicinity of the =d ~.nd boulevard 
syata;;!, As far as pOMible ~ this la....,d sh<Juld be in 
one continuous strip.'/:9 
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Lt, Col. J=es Blyth who, in October, had sticeeed~d 

Jewett as IOOlIbcr and secretary- of the ool!llldBsion, arnved in 

Petersburg on October 30, 1928. At this time the comssion 

occupied office space on the ruth floor of ilie Union Trust 

and llort.gage Company Building, RoO!li Nos. 509 and 516, lacs-ted 

on the corner of Syn<~ore and West Tabb Street, JL~ Petorsburg. 

It ~as under the guidance of Col. Blyth that ~uoh of the land 

tor t.'1e Park ",'39 surTeyed for aequisi tion, and the early develop_ 

ment pl2JlS we,'e fo"..ulatod. Dy the tiM Col. Blyth was trans_ 

ferred to Forl llO!lNe, in Jamary 1930, T.Lrt.u;.llyall or the 

prelkinnrJ l>Ork needed for the estab11shwmt Dr the Park had 

been aCCOl!iplishod. Field surveys of the land involved hi>d been 

completed, and tracings and desoriptions of the desired tracts 

of land '!lere turned over to the Petersburg Battlll.field Park 

A~sociation for aoquisition. By Janua~, 1930, much o£ the 

179.71 acres 01' land already accepted had been cleared. In 

this ph3~e of l;he Park's devalC!>=nt the YlOrk of the ccmmisllivn 

'lfas entirely confined to planning. clearing of acquired lend, 

and working with the Petersburg Battlefield Park Association 

in transferrinff land to the Federal government.50 

~nen Col, Blyth left Pe tersburg, the responsibility 

01' managing t"" aHairs of the COl::n ission 1'Ia9 delegated on 

January 3, 1930, to Col. Tenny Ross, Infantry, United States 

Arruy, l/ho ",as then on duty at Frecicricksbur(h Virginia, as 

40 
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member and secretary of' -the FredericlreblU"g and Spotsylvania 

Gounty Battlefield !leinorial Camission. Col. Ross' dutiell 

as a lII€!llbor and secretary of the Petersburg I1ational Military 

Park Ccoo.ission """re in addition to those at Frederiaksburg, .. here 

he mainw.ined his oi'fi(;s.51 Periodte trips "ere rn.ade by Col. ROss 

to Petersburg in orde. to :rl.lperintend the work of the 0=i5S1oo. 

On June 3. 1930, the C~ission vacated its offices 

in the lh:tion Tl-ust Buildillf and moved into three ~o= on the 

third floor ot the lIedical Arts Building at F1:'anklin and A~..s 

streets. 

On June ilJ 1930, Maj. Arthur E. 1'111bo=, Cavalry, 

United states Army, succeeded Col. Tenny Ross as nember and 

secretary of the Petersburg Nationa.l Military Park Corrulission. 

Like his predeces~or. llaj. Wilbourn was also member and secro_ 

tary of the Fredericlmbmog and Spotsylvania County Battlefield 

liemorial Coomission and maintained hill office at Fredericksburg.52 

He was a native of Rookbridee COIIDt-,r, Vil'ginia. and had attended 

Virginia Military Institute, and gl'l1duated tl'om 'l!e~t Point in 

19di. llajol' 'iiilbourn had ;lah.1eved di~tinction for his lIide 

hiswrical p<>l;'l)peotive at the Al'!IIY's school at ka,,-,:,miOrth tL"'Id 

at the ~iar College in l:allh1nfwn before as~u.ming his duties 

~dth the CCl'T.lissionl'l at Fredericksburg and Petersburg.53 He 

Mrved as the Executive lJe::-;ber of the two CQ:l.cUssions until 
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In July 1931 the cOElrl$sicm llloved fiocm its offices 

in ~~e 1edical Arts Building to a s~_room concrete house 

located on the north side or -the i:!a;>e':<ell Road about one and 

;II. half miles east ot PeteJ:'sblU"g. l'hree roo""" <lere used tOl' 

offices and drafting rooms and the r~1nder for storage 

purfOse~. The cO!!lmhsion !il.o'fed aeain, in June 1933, to a spa'.:8 

on the second floor (ROOlW; 208) of: the old Post O£fiee Building 

on the llout.l:!east corner of West Tabb and Union Streets in Pr_ter",_ 

b=g. 

Capt. iklru-,! N. C01l!!"'"", merh"r of the Petersburg 

Nationel1il11tar,y Pa rk COnllssicn sir.oe 1928, died in Lning_ 

ton on April 15, 1932. On July 9, 1932. ~. Seward W. Jooe~ . 

Bo"ton, tlass., ;.as appointed to !ill the vacancy caused by 

the deat.'l. of Captain CO!!I.ey. The appointr'ent of l!r. Joc,ee 

OIIe1liber 01' -t.'le ccr..::insiou. C.,.pt. Bi~ho;> continued to serve 

on the cOl:l::lhdon until the parle T:as tmnsi'crred to tho 

Dep<!.rUn.ent cf Interior in 1933. 

Ia.-i.d Acquisiticns, 1929 - 19)3 

Surve,.- 'Work to detennine the bounda:-icIl of tile land 

to be acquired beg= shortly before J'"'-"1.ual7 5. 1929, unde:r 

U. S. Civil Enzineer lfill~ F. Je-";-f~-. a =tiYe of PO'¥'hatan 

Count:r, but at the time roddil".g in Norfolk> Virginia. The 

aurvey lias begun nen:£' Tort Sted..-...an. In 1929 it "all I!stil!l8.ted 

th(!.t H would r"quiro at least 5 yeo!'::! to compl£te the -<lork of 
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Und~r the principles outlined ~ t.'l0 Secretar,y o~ 

"ar':5 letter to the CQm:lll>si.on, September 7. 1928 ~ the 

eo=isdon ill'fl .. its plane for the :park and sub::lltted them on 

April 5, 1929. lfith certain lllodHications these pl-1ns "eN 

approved by the Sec.ret.<ry of .,,-,,1' on June 29, 1929. Included 

in the apl'!'Owd plans 'i'1:?-8 a request for- an cf'Prcpriat,ion or 

$780,531.00 to be used in the <lstablishlr..ent oi' the Park.55 

In JElluaty 1930 the ca=-,-s"ion estL"l.".ted tha.t 

607.40 acres of land were desired for the park. ~ J~ of 

the 6a.'Ile yeal' appro:riJ>:atcly 175.36 acres r.a.d been dooated or 

off.,red :for donation. ?iece-n~l acquisition of lMJd and 

:1I~rvey lIare Nsporul:!.ble for the approrl_ticn in the acreage 

figure. FurthermON, no recorda or Jlinutes were kept of the 

cor.:onis:donls meeting at this ti:rre.56 A reappraisal of the 

nefJded w.d for the fark 71:;'8 made in 1931, and the ori(:inal 

figure of 607.40 aCr<)s >las ~duced to 507.36 acres. The Park-

at this ti~'e lIa~ dividt:d into sub--,areas a3 a r.:ea. ... s of sir~pll

f;rinE the procedure in obtainin,g land. The needed amount in 

the Battery Five aNa. 64.13 acres, liaS t.'le fir3t to be ac-

qaired in its cntiro:ty. The other areas into which tIm Park 

(confedBl"ate), j1'()l'~ H=;;rd, Fort Ur.:J.s!.cn; all other arca~ l!erc 

classified u. ... dcr "detached ar('as.,,51 or the new ... :::count, 240.91 

acres Md bee..'1- transferred to the United Staws govern:~el'.t b<.r 

the end of -L'1.e 1931 fiscal ,rear. 
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given as 498.39 acres. At the same t.j..7a. 206.11 ae:res were 

:reported all having clear tUles, and 13.19 aares as having 

bee.'l deeded OV'2r to the Federal governlrent, but '!lith unclear 

titles ; 58.11 acres had been prrnd~ed but not <i£,edcd. ThiB 

left 1,9.78 acres to be acquired.58 The e8ti~te of the needed 

acreage 1'or the ;>ark varies ;l.gain for the 1933 fi l!C<ll ;rear 

repcrt, this tilr.e at. ,08.31 ;'Ol'l3:'5. The acreage acquired \lith 

clear titles ~s still 206.11; land deeded with clouded titles 

~al! 104.25 acres, 50.23 acres promised, which left 147.12 acres 

yet to be acquired.59 I:Iy 1933, l'ihen the contr<>l or the Park 

was tra.!lsi'erred frem the "fiar D:>;:art,.."ent to the National Park 

Sernes, the Park holdings cOi:!!}rised Jh6 acres. 

Acquiring land for the Park had its difficulties. 

Misunderstandings with prq,erty oon.n:'s resulted in t.'e failure 

to obtain at lea8t one historically significant tract of land~ 

which indudfJd lhion Fort Sedgwick and a section or the Con-

feoerate defense8 at Rives Salient.. The crrmer of thia property, 

~:vid Lyon, offered to donate about thir\;'1J acres. while II. repre

sentati"" of the conc-ussion tried tc bargain for fifty-one 

acree . The unfortunate re~u):t lias in that. nothing l'Jas received.60 

Fort Sedgwick (Fort. nell) is operated today as a private enter-

priBe, ;md II. nlal e :ltau. deve1Cp!O<rit in the :o re<? has leveled much 

of the Confederate line. 

Physical ~""lopn:nw, 1929-1933 
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opened and maintained a ~PQl''':r''.r t"tJ<'." in the Battery Five 

=ell, whici! was the tiro"!:. section to be clesred. Lt. Col • 

.Blyth, addre/lsing the Peter3bl.lrg Rotary Club l[ruoch l..4, 1929;. 

reported that furl", Yia2lrer, fuskell, und St.e<1mrul~ and Con_ 

!'ederate Batteries ?OU1;', Fivc, mId Six had been cleared. The 

public Tlas periodically in1'o1'm<ld of tile pregNss bdng Clade 

in the develcp~nt of the Park throueh Louise A~ron's col~~~ 

in the Progress_Index. Describine the progr6~~ of the Park's 

development in July- 1929, Mis5 Aaron appropr1lo.tely noted thatl 

nSuilding the park "'''s not mllrcly a =ttel' of erecting 
Jnonl,lJ!"elt~ and ~blc~. ci oonstructinZ fine roads. 
and publicity. One ,iOuld hil.r"-ly ".ave gUEssed that 
great strete,,-es of breastl'forka and ot-ljer fortif'ications 
la;r lIithin the t."Ulgled undergrO'l'/th and dense trees 
that CO=1' the greater part of the park area. To 
build 2. milita:ry nark r.mmt pf,,'"<ohatinr; tJJose woods 
and clellliinf: Ilpo"bl 

A short ceremony on the breuJd.ne o£ gI'<lund £01" the 

construction o£ the £ir~t rcadway to be built in the Park was 

held ut Fort.. 3kdrr.= On May 1!J. 1932. The gI'<>md lias broken 

by the Hor!O:cablc Patrick H. DrE{J(q. Mr. F:mn'Ufu S!!dtb, 

President of the Fetersollrg &UleIield Park AMOCiation, PN_ 

sided at the cer(lJltony. Amcng tho"", pr.:.sent were: Mayor John 

R. Jolly of PeternbU1'$J !.iaj. Arthur E. l'i11bou.m; Goo. Ho;o.er 

Atkinson. Confedemte vet1!r<4'; and representatives of the 

Oity of l'otsreburG~ A. P. Hill Camp 01 Ccni"ederow Veterane, 

United f..aU(;':c.ters of the Confederacy. m:td Sons of Confederate 

Vekre.m;.62 
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'!'he gl':>1md_bre.a.kl.ng cerelO.ooy in ~932 began the 

oonstruction of about. 2'? miles or r<Jadl'l<o/ in the Fort Ste<han 

area. This was accol1lplll'lhed .. t a eost of Zh,531.S5'. Local. 

labor was employed fran tine to ti""e in 1932, to cOI'Ip!ete the 

clearing of' the Batte:ry Five .md Fort Stedman are.as.6' 

Much of the work of cleari~ and developing roads 

and trails in the Park 'inS accomplished by llIember:! of the 

Civilian Conservation Corps. On July 131 193.3, nearly 200 

I>IeJlIbers of' cee COJ:lpaDy 1.364 arrived fr<:mt CalIp l.:eade, Md., and 

established II camp in the Fort Stedman area of the Park. The 

enrollees ... ere all ..-hit€! vaterans of World !!ar I. Work on the 

Park cor.nenced soon after the camp 1$S QOIilpleted. Each day J 

Capt. Fichter. United St.,taa Amy~ lIho lias in charge 01: the 

C<l:lp. assigned wonting parties to J, V. Coletcn l Rasident 

Engineer, "ho directed the \\lork projects. The Progress_Index 

Ild1toria.li~ed on July 17, 19331 

~Even those people ~ho are so ahort--sighted as to 
fall to appreciate the value of the re£orestrntion liork 
of the C.C.C. cannot fail to recognize the permanent 
worth of the. work .. hich 200 civilian lIor-ken are 00-
ginl'ling today in the Peten;burg lktional l.!Uil:.ary Park. 
l!~t people, 'I'Ie daresaYt llho haw not taken the trouble 
to familiarize thelilSelves 'With thi.s fl'tljeot thirL~ of it 
as :&.tterJ Five on the north side of the Hq;e ... ell High"a.y 
and the Fort Stedr.!an area on the south side and have a 
vil.,,"1le id;>a that in ti"", the f2.rk will include a larger 
t.eITitory. The tl'llth is that in six lWnths :'ei.<Jrsburg 
""ill be allilost surrounded by a milite.ry park of attractive 
appearance and, more iDpo~oant still of oourse, of deep 
and enduring importance to all 10~rs of history and 
especially to students 0/ military history. For this 
hastened dewloprr.ent of the par:;'we bav'il tl".e aWni3tration'lI 
conservation PTQgra~ to thank."O~ 

h6 
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F~ dedication ceremonies for Petersburg National 

Mllitar;r Park were held on JUne 20, 1932, in the Eattery Five 

area. It wa.s estiJ-.o!!.ted that several thousand "ersOils attended, 

and that OV<lr I,BOO autooobiles '.'Ie:::2 parked in tho ~I'ea. 

Prese.'1-t l'f€:t'fI 2. large nu.".,ber of veterans Oll1.d other delegates who 

'!rore en l"Qute to Richt.:tond for the 42nd A-T1nual Reunion of the 

United Confedemtc Veterans. 

Congrcll=n Patrick H. Drewry, master Of ceremonies, 

introduced the A3~istant Secretary of flar, the Hen. Fre.dedck 

Ruff Payne, who delivered the dedicatory a&iress. In his intro

duct.ion of' the prinoipal speak"r, "ir. DN'/iTY said that the dedi

cation of ilie Pllrk marIWd the 3.000""115"_,,oot of nearly a hall'

century of' effort on the ..... rt of tile pe~le of l'etersbUl'g to 

cO~eQorate the siege of Petersburg. HOHevel', Ur. ~~~l' pointed 

out that the Park wa2 the result not. only of' the efforls of the 

peCiple of" Petersburg, Vil'£inians, and Southemers. but that 

~no greater help w~s rendered in the matter than by the cltize~ 

oi' tha Su"te of l!assachusetts J tor whose help Tie here e;.:;p:rcss 

out' gmtitude. R l-Ir. DreTll'y further added that under these cir

cumstances it =$ especially tittine that the speaker for' tho 

dedication cer£J:lony shQuld be fro;:). Me5Mchu"et~. 
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The Assistant See:retoll."y 01' War iterat<'!d the dgnH'i-

canca of the occasion: 

nToday ):larks tho fruition of years of painstaking 
effort :o.nd careful thought on the part of th .. oitillens 
of this (lo ... ,runi t.y and of loaa! and nation<'.l goveIT.<:Iental 
agencies. rhanJm to their patriotic activity there has 
been resto~d the settin!,; of thE! last act of th .. Civil 
liarl s tr".o;i:: dra'":la. !he opporttmi ty has been providl!d 
:for A!!!adcc..'ll;' of all tiIOe to dr,;.?1 inspiration fI'Cm the 
w1or~ tbe 'patriotis::::. tlle devotion and the lOJ-alty of 
the men ilho l'fOJ;'<l the Blue and of tho~e who .ore the 
Gray. n 

Mr. Payne paid tribute to the people who!!e eff(l:rt:! and eenel'o~ity 

:.:ada possible the establis$Brlt of the Park and expressed grati

fioation that Virginia1s "fields of mlitar,r reknOliIl are 

lastingly perpetuated.~ 

Franklin W. Smith, President of the Petersburg Battle_ 

field Park Association, served as general chai= of the Park 

dedication cere=ies. Honorary Chair=n of the Park dedication 

ce:rell'lOnie~ "a~ C>€lll. Hom.el' Atkim,cn, Who '\'laS at the tiJlle 6e I"Vine 

a.s COl!ll'l81lder-in-Ghief of the A=y of Northern Virgini>;., United 

Confederate Veter~s. 

Guests included lIerel Mrs. Frederick Huff PBJlleJ Erig. 

Gen. A. E. Yiilliznts, perllonaJ. representati'IB of Quarte:roaste:r

Gen. DeTlitt, U. S. AnuyJ Col, R. T. Ellisl representative of the 

War DepBl'"bl~nt; Capt. J effrio/ :.Iontal':UB, U. S. ArmyJ Ca.pt. G. F. 

furrison, U. S. Al"V; and Lt. K:L'ftbell, aide to the Assistant 

$ecro;tary of ~:ar, Ccnfece=te Divisional Ccm!randers. oov •• WeTI'll 
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<len. '11. R. Jac.ob"l of Y1.s:;.bsJ.ppiJ O~n . ~t.av lkPuton, o! 

Lou'l.s:Lana j Gen. J. P . lfeCarthu; Gen . Edt:ar 'i".al'tl'.l'l d, of 

Alexu..'1der; Oen. J. To. D]"lrell , Put Cor:&anoor , ArkanSJ...S Divi:lionl 

.lind Cen, J. ~ . Wll1lim!'lcn, of AJ..abana . 

r.udng the &!temom o r t.he dediea.tioo day Cllrt\l;Oniell. 

Il pas-n .. 'lt depic ting -.. ... rt.lee evanta around Peter~bWl> lias Fl'e-

3ent.ed at. Fort Sted!!;m. 1kUt.e of til" l:;t. Vi:rginia. Reg1l:.ent. 

I ntantI"j, Vir.:1nia MatJ.onal Guard fr<,,,, PaursbnTg, Iiop~ll, 

!b;»rla , and !I1zcbt.cr::e, were Utong Ut.oge who pertici,.t.ed in 

the ~e.mt..6S 

f'ETERSBll1'.Q IlATIOI'!.l.L :I.!LITARY PARK 
UllIlIf. THE 

NA'I'ICNAL PARK SERVICE 

Principal AdDinie t raUve Cb!!.!l££ll! , 1933 - ~926 

(h Augu~t 10. 1933, t.he PtlUJ!'Ilbu..-.og National ll1l1Ullj' 

Parle wall transre~d ;!rcm tiKI War [)o ~artnfm.t to the Jldlonal 

h.l'k Serv1ee, tlnited States De<*t1ment of u.e Interl<>l" . The 

tfanllfer of tile Park W"II in eonnoeUon wi t .... the ?'e®rel ,,~m_ 

=en.tlll Reorganiutton Aot of J£a.reh ), 1933, when. !!IOm:ment.!J , 

!l!il1tary r-arkll , e.n1 the NaUcnal Capital Parks , administere:;l by 

ot her Federal agen~ie", wn t.ransierred to the Uat.101"~ l Ferk 

Serrl.ee by terlW of Exec\.lUvo Ordar 6166, June 10, 19.3J.66 Y,hcll 

i t 1I'olS announced that Lt. Col. lTilbourn lias to 00 reliev~ or 

his duties with the .,arlo:s a t Petershu:re 8Jld hi!dcrick»cll..'1! , 

Yr. rnnklln A. Sll!t.h, President. o f the ?ewrsbUl"6 i1attJ.6f1eld 

Park Assocut..1<.m, ~t;.,.ted in t P''l~t; lnt'3rr1--'>lI' thoot.. ~i'ete l"Sbu:'J 

J" 
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weB hil:l !fiDJ:>o=J a d",bt. of gratitude fot' hill untiring 'lTork 

CIIl this vast project "hich Ttill 00 more and ",ore appreciat€d 

as th" yBari> EO on.~67 In >!ppreciaticn for Col. ,iilboumls work 

at Petersbure, be a..'rJ.d :'::rn. lJilboum 'l'/ere ,ilresented ;'l'itil tokan 

gUts by Representative Patl'iok H. Il:r'£7f.!"-J on behalf of the 

Ro-w.r:r, Ki'lffi..'li1! . and Hans Clubs of P6tershurg at their annual 

pienic on the evenine o! Auzust 10, 1933.
68 

Foll<ndne the t:ran::f'll:' of t.l<e Park, U[o. B. Floyd 

Flic)cincer "aG desiV1atsd as Acting Superintendent. FUckinger 

=3 also at this ti;-,.e serving all ActinE SupeJ;'intondent of the 

Coloni"l Natiol'J!.l MOl'.'U!!lont at Xorktmm, Virginia, where he 

Wlintained his office. Work at PeterabUl'g 1m.S conducted undEr 

the superri.<Jian ot J. V. Colston, Project Sup",rlnteneent of 

the Civilian Conservation CoIl'S Camp l.fr'_2~ at Petersburg. 

A Park neB Office "liaS maintained at the eec Qu;lp, 

"ithill the 1=ediato area of the c=p buildings. In September. 

1938~ the Park Field Office =s lOOv-ed into the neil to:remen'e 

qWtrtet's. locatM 0;1 a knoll ne.:;.r the caJ!lp on the opposite side 

ot the old Prince Oeorge CourlJlouse Road. The nm'f building. ot 

i'ra-'1le con5truction with tar ;>!I.pex oov-~ring. provided acoomo

datiops i'ox tho i'oreMn on patrol duty, off'ioia1 vi~itor~. l!.!1d 

i'orer:en who I'.ieht oosire livin;:; quarters 0.'1 tlle rark. The 

buildine, since the disOa."Hkcnt of the eeG, ha~ been ~cd <'.6 

a Park et;:?loy-;:e's residence. In 1955 the builrline underlicnt 
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extensive renoWLtion and now (.1.956) servea 11.>1 the Sl.rperin

tenden"t's residence 4 

'1"110 significant chimges in ll.d:r.inistration of the 

Petersburg National Military- Fark oeC"l!rl"Zd in 1935-36. On 

Sejiliie;nber lh, 1935, Dr. J. "alter Coleman -was appoinl:.ed as 

reddent .Acting Superintendent of the Park. In March, 1936 

the Park was placed under the gene:ro.l ad!>imetratJ.on ot a 

Ooordi..'Jatine supe:r-l--1ltendent~9llr=ch Sp/!.ldine, who reintained 

his office at Fl'edel'icksburgs as SUperintendent of the 

Frede~cksburg and Spotsylvania Ccunt7 Battlefields MeDorisl 

National Military Park. lll'. Spalding l'mTVild as Coo:rd.!ru.ting 

Supel'intendent tor all Civil War areas in Virginia, na::neJ,y: 

Uanassaa Nat1=l Battlef'leld Park, RichJ:tond National Battle-

1'i<'lld Park, Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields 

Memorial National lr.!.1litary Park. Petersburg National Military 

Park, and Appailattox CouJ:'t House) National Historical llonurroent. 

On July :1, 1936. Dr, Coleman lias appointed Park SUperintendent 

and held thio position until March 16, 193'5. when he lias 

BUcceeded by 050ar F. NorthingtonJ Jr. 

In 1931, the ~le.tiona1 Pal'k Sel"'lice W ... 6 decent!"alizcd 

into four Regions a.'ld the Petersbur;;- lIaticna1llilitar.r ?ark 

becan;e a. ... are2 under Region Cte. Re~on",1 headquar~rs l;e~ 

established in RichmndJ Virginia. en July 1, 1940. the Park 

"as withdra".m fron the 1l.01Iinistratlve control of: the COOrdinating 
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SUperintendent in Ft·edeI'icksburg. At the ~=" ti • .e the fiscal 

aCClOU.'lUJ ",ere tl'an.a!erred to Petersburg. 'TIher.. they lIare kept 

until 1948 • ..,hGr. t.hq -.;ere t:ran~fel'red to ColQnialliationaJ. 

Hi.!!tori<:al I·~rk. III "ebru.<.IY 1955 the fiS(l.'1l accounts at the 

Park were returned to tlle RegiOllE-l office fu Richmond~ 

In :'oveJ)O.oor 19.36, upon llO"'Pletion of the ncm Post 

Office Buildb1g at tl-,,, corner of Franklin and Adatli> Streets, 

Park offices l'lere roJved frOlil the Medical Arta Building. Three 

NO!!IS. top f100):) aMt t;id8. Ware a M iVled at first to the 

National Park Sill'"ViCi:, but. later, durinz ,",o:l'ld '::Ia,r II J the 

office space .,...,," ~du(led to two roCl:!s, .. hie" continued to 

serve lL"l.til June,27, 1955. 00. tiJat date Park EeadquartGrs 

was transferred to the Park pl'q>er, and ~'ffic es '6ere set '.lp in 

the 20-room Crater Rouss in accordance lrl:th plans cElv8l.C1led for 

c<lnplete and full AdIlinistnltive-1iu.~eU!il use of the building. 

Frcn 1936 unti11955~ the Cratel' House had served a dual role 

one room for the DlUSeU!1l =d .,wlie cor:rtacta# with pu.blic l'e.!lt 

l'OCiIllS in the baal,;; and the I'C.'Ilain(..ler of the on.e-tine c:lub hOlOSe 

of' the Cratel' Battlefield Goli Club served a>l quartel's for .;aoh 

euccaeding Superintendent at the Park. For ilia first t.llle :I.n 

the hi6tory of the Pal'k. ,H,bL'l.istrative offices, the ",u.se~~, and 

Park orientation ~ervices lie!'e centralized in the rark. 'rnc 

pl<l.n £Ol' con-vertL"t; t"e Crater HOUlle into 11 !.(u.s auTii and 

Ad!l:!.nistration ?llltlinc TiUS c"nceiveci by Flo;rd :E. 'ra:r1or soo., 

aft'lr he silCce"d~d George F. EbcrJ as: Surerlnten<:.!cnt, JMI1P.ry 11, 
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C ... lor:i~l lIet1c.nal l"J.at.odca l Pu-k. Ilmi entered on duty there 

Cctobcr :28, 19$:2 . Par:< ~er baltin PJ'Ott1tt served M; Ac:~ 

SIlj..n.ntClndetl t ~\:rine \;.'le interla bfrta-t!€n S\;per..nkD.!lEnkl. 

1:-,(1 1956 : J.s::;).l Ye .. r sa .. the £re.:!Ws t. :I=bcr or 

p lll'5Gl'V:Cl cil<Uli!3 ':I1 t.'tir. ti-.e i'a..-li !.han any slnilar pe riod ainee 

l1a7 10, 19$6 

h-..nill... .. A. ~in. Jr.~ 
liistorlan, relligl'led to retu.rn 
to the t,eo.chll'lE protes$ion. 

Ronard 1. fl11ck. Hhtorlan. 
was appointed to !'ill posiUQn 
vucated by Ur. Cain. !dr. 
Bliek T.?s .. tOl'mel" lu,:a~ol'Ull 
e:opl~e of Castillo de San 
lIarco:; National lJOIlII!llel1t., Fla. 

Fred L. Elder. Laborer, res1gns4 
due to health. 

Charles L. mnch, L;:;~oNr, 
appointed to position vaeated 
by !!r. Elder. 

Hoyd S. T.;t.y lol", ~uperint'mdcnt. 
pr=ot.ed to Superintendent, 
Sh1hh !iat.ionaJ..1.:ilit.lry h.rk . 

Benlal"d ':. C~bell. Chief 
Ra~, Eyerglac!es National 
Fark~ Floria . 1t.'I3 anno\lru~ed 
il lI we nn- Super-1l t.end~nt of 
feters1;)urg !Ill:' . 

P00l.l r Creve II.;t. t 10J" .. d Coe!llete17 

Frou the d.1te d it.8 eoto.bll"hment in July l866, Poplar 

Gr <JV;) Hati (lra3, Cel!let e ry _ $ uncler the ;.d;oinist:rati'l"fl cont.rol of 

U-.e OfU ee of thq Cu«!'tI!l'JIalItu General~ United State~ Amy. tho 
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transferred to the National Park Samca in Au,,"1ISt, 1933, and 

at -u,at title was placed unda- the supervisory control Q!' the 

S-\lperi..ntem!ent of: the Colonial National IIiBtorlcal Park. on 

Deea:'lber 16, 1935, :Poplar Gr<:rve ,latioMl Cemetery _s lTl<\de the 

responsibility or the SrrperL"r!iendent of the Petersburg National 

.\lilitary- Park. The po,dtion of Cmatery SU<-"erlntem',ent l!a5 

abolished in 1949, the last SU}lI'lrlntendent caine Benjand.n F. 

Aside !r= being the tinal resting place for OWl' six 

thousand veterana oj' the Civil Yrar~ Poplar Grove National CelOOtery 

has :'ltill another association "lith the Petersburg Cal:paign. The 

site of tile cemetery served as an enca.Jll?r.ent area tor Union 

troops, a."ld the IWStie log chapel constructed by the 50th New 

York Engi.!lE'Crs in Febl'Uary, 18$, stood, until about April, 1868. 

Just north of ti1. e present. cerootery flagsta!f. Popler Grove 

Na tional Cmuete17 includes 8.12 /l.cres. It conU>.ins tile r<lMins 

ot 6,l42 Union and 36 Confederate soldiel;'S. Of the Civil liar 

deadl only 2,126 Union, and 13 Confederate l>old:\.el;'S have been 

idenilliBd. Vewrens of' ot~r wars have since been buried in 

the ce",rrtery so that W$Y (April) 1956) that'S are a total. of' 

6,310 :!.nternents. The c6.lmtery is located three IIliles south 

ot: Petersburg on State Route No. 675 (VaUShan Road).70 

Princinal Land ACqui~itionB SL~ce 1933 

EYer sincs the idea of sstabllnhing a bo.ttlcficld par~ 

at Petersburg had been conceived, the inclu~ion of' the Grater 
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Battlei:ield lIl!.8 envisio.!led. On July 18 .. 19J6~ the Crater area, 

12).40 acres, 1m3 purehased .f'rO!!\ the Crater Battlefield As3ocia~ 

lion for $24,720.51. lncluded in the acquisition was a larze 

pari ot. the collection 0.1. battlefield arli1'aetB "'hioh had been 

preserved for =y years by the Crl.f1'ith i'a-"li1y. Since 1~28 the 

Gr..ter Battlefield Association had o:;>erakd a gol! o.o.'l:(':';e on t."te 

field. The oOlr.bi!l,ed club house end 1II.use1El.J ... hieh had been built 

about 1926, _1:1 con-vur..ed into a residence fo.r the Park Supe l""" 

intendant and a =ll rOOi:l on the north end was reserwd for a 

musewn.71 

In 1939 the ~,hitehill tract of 54 acres J located in the 

Battery Five area, "as transi'eJ'l'ed to. the DepaM,:Iil<)Ut of the 

InteriOl' by the Bureau of PrlSOIlS, Depart/¥lent of Justice. This 

tract included the lI its of iJhitebill# or the Friend House, a s it 

"tJas kl'lcrn:.'l at the tin-IS of the Civillia:!.'.72 

B-f the end of the Fiscal Year of 1940 the total aoreage 

of the Park lro.S JllO!'e than 2,OOO~ which represent..ld quite e. sub_ 

8ta.nt.ial gain over the aoreage of 346 in 1933 when the Park lmS 

transferrod iI''''' the flar Department to the Dapart.'H~nt of the 

Irrterior.73 HOlI'sver, during fiscal year 1943~ 7)8.75 aores of 

Park l:md were tran3ter:red to the \'la1' fupcrtnent, ~1erehy re

ducing Park holdings to 1~323.25 acres. At th .. sa,"" tim~ :in 

19433 the ,'<>.1' fuFart~ontpurche.scd 206 acres of private land 

which r.ould eventually he trimsfe,rsd to th .. Depar'"":')ent of tIle 

L'lterior i'1. (l,;:ch"".c:e. 'l'his acreaCa Ti3~ ;I1eng Siege Read and 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• • 
apparently 'Were heguu Pl'OXlptl,.. On Septamer 7, 1949, by the 

approval o£ Public U1lf 293, the two tracts of land, 205 acrus 

as described abO"Vtl, weI'<> transferred to the. IJe-..,a:rtment of tho) 

Interior. Section 2 of' Public lil.w 293 authorized the Secretary 

of the Interior to adjust boundaries of the Park throogh ro:cha."lee, 

purchase. Or tran:s!er, provided th¥.t tha total area "ould not be 

increased. The act provided that the changes wuld bec<llle effec

tive upon the publication of a description of the Park holdincs 

in the Federal Regi~ter.74 

Batt1s of the Crater Re-erw.ct;:ent. Anril 1937 

Approrl=tely 50,000 persons gathered on April )0. 

1937, to witne~s the dramatio re_enactD".ent of the Ba.ttle of the 

Crater which .... as staged Or) the Crater Battlefield. linited States 

1farines of the Fifth Brigade .from Quantico, Virginia, cadets .from 

the VirEinia ltilltary ~atitute, and Vb'glnia National Guard 

u.n1ts, cOIIIPrised the alzoost 3,900 troops which- took part. in the 

occasion. Col. Jams C. Miller, USllC was in charge of all 

participatiP..g troops. Painstaking care mlS taken to lNIke the 

IIcene appear as realistic and umlpolled ~J mooern int:rusiell as 

possible. The olub house and r-.umur:J<!nts on the field '\!i2!'e 

=ouflal':ad~ and ail"planes 1!I!l:t'e prohibited fr<::m flyine ONr the 

area during the- fuy. The calebration opened ...-ith 2.. concort. ~J 

the lIarine Bane. "hleh was fol101,&d by tilG introcuotion of the 

Governor of' Virginia, Tha Hon. aeo~e ;::. Ferry; and other 

distinguished guest.e. ~f Ccne:r-essm:m Patrick H. Dro'lI'Yo One 
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Spectator:! at the 3attle of t he Crat..: r P..e _enackent, April )0, 19,37. 
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the first phase of the battle's ~tory by- Dr. Douglas Southa.11 

Freeman. Following the re-enactment, a reception for the 

di!ltinguished guest:! = .... held at Centre Hill im.!13ion in 

Petersb=&, the old :SollinS home built in 1837. PeraonueJ. f'ra1. 

the CCG (;a,np at Fort Sted= serwd as guides to vis! tom w~ing 

other secUons of' the ?ark duriof, the d.ay. Four Confederate 

""terans, Jlho lw.d participated in the battle 73 yea:r:'l ea.rller~ 

attended the re_enaott.:ent. They were; Francis ll. Ridout, 

Petersburg; D. yr. 5l'I1nk and Theodora n. Mayo, NOl'fo~ Virginia) 

and George W. Hal'ris at Ream Station, Vi:I"ginia. UniOn aur

vivors of the battle were invited to attend, b"t were unable 

to do so because or their advanced age.?> 

Centre Hill 1lansion, Petersburg. Virginia 

Built by the Bolling family about 1825. this ar<)hi-

tecturally interestine and historiC<'!.lly significant brick 

mansion lias presented to the National Park Somoe as a gilt 

fI'O<:! ita Qmlel' lIT. Edga;t' S, tb"rrilng of New York in 1937, 

The hOUl!e TaS st..-ruck by Union shells during the 

Petersbu......: Campaign and served as the headquarters of Gen, O. L. 

Harts-utf during the Federal occupation of ilia city. President 

Linooln visited Gen. Iw.rtsuff at Centre Hill April 31 1865, a!ld 

~hen the subj ect of paying rent on the bui1ciine ~s raised, 

Lincoln is reputed to have said that "our bai;tilriss hev6 llI"-da 

~ enout"h hSr(J already." The Fresid~nt hrill referencs to the 

da':l4'.r;e which th<) hJuse had auff"....,d during the Ii!jlt:l.ng.76 Of 
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. ilQr6 recent :il'It.eres t "ll<l1l t1l~ mit. fJ! P~dent illl:l1aA lfol-oard. 

Taft. to c..nt.ru R111, !Sa.y 19, 1909, on t he occas1<Ql o f t he dedi. 

cation of t.'l.e lIinth CQrpe lIO;nll:l'.snt in Fort Stedumt and t.he 

Pannsyl Vi!.nfa lIel!lOrial :!ou.t h o f Uta c:1ty on the Jen1.'Jlw Plank 

Road (now U. S. No. J01). 

In 1939 ~5 , 000 1Ia ~ 1neluded in the apyr opr 1a U on f or 

r6pail"11 to Centre Hill. An ~8l"genq Relief Adrrlni ll t ra U cn 

pl"Ojeet. _ "" sci. Up to brine ~ a Mitione.l U O, OOO .. !:lit h .... s 

hoped 1.0 CO\"l!J" th .. oapl ete repai r of the bouse. In liq end 

aupel""l-il<ion 01" J unior Archi tet t A . E. AJ.exsnder, of tt.o Bnlneh 

of Plan:! and Desi gn, Nati0!l81 f ark Service.. Ter.<1I1:t ... Weeted 

wood lfas removed, a eonerate fioor lr.IS mid i n the bu o.ant., 

erf.$rior lI'Oodnork 1IiI1I r epa i red IU\d painte-d, "",Us .... er e eere.}Xld 

and pe,j.n.t.ed, and ~ brick lIor i:: Qra3 'pointed. By 1.942 the rEI. 

eondiUcnin{; of the .lW!s1on qa 90$ COI:pl.eted. A Spcc1.al UtJe 

Pendt 1'iM prepared gJ"'ll tJ.ne the Pet.ersburg Cbapt.er of the 

Arter1= Red Cr oss vemh:l1cn to usc t he bll1ld1ne beg.inn1ng 

July 1, 1942. Centre H1ll liMaion 'Ja il occu'p1ed b7 the R&d 

CroS8 until after the e l 060 of Vlor1d War II. 

Ina'!! C<mtro Rill Tr.t/!! .tJ.l'S'!; deeded Ol'<lr W the Na U or-a l 

PUk Service it 'lffiZ planned to 1)6<.) th" buildi."\t as a kU$ O\Q IIf\d 

Ad:unbt :raU OlI ilnildlni . !io;rever, tho .,rop=ll 01" haVing U>.J. a 
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&tUefield !1u.seur. Corporation ..... as incorpor ... ted to take 0",,1' 

Centre Hill and oJlerate it as ... mll$etmt. The City oj' Petersburg 

appropriated $3,000 for this purpose. In 1950 Centre Hill 

l.!ansion llus<)UJ:l was opened to the public unoor .. gree;::ent i"Ol' the 

Me o:f tho building with the "ational Park Serrlce. The properly 

was turned over w the Corporation on Octobe r 2h. 1952, witb a 

briet' cereo~, .. t -.lhich tin:e Superintendent George F. Emery 

presented the deed to the p!'Op(Ort;y to Mr. Frar>.klin Smith, 

president of the Corporation.77 

Roads and Trails, 293U-1956 

Since the earliest ph..'1!lin{, for the developIaent oj' 

t.!:!e ? ... rk, the idea of ha'rin.!: the J<lajor roads follow the Illain 

llies of fortifioation", had been paramount. By" 1955. with the 

e:xception oj' a fffi'! -miles of: roadr ..... ),", this pLln was realized. 

Although still incCIZlpl£te, the present road lIY3teOl .venllitl! fue 

visi tor to 1'01101'1 at lBast 20 niles ot the remaining forti!l-

cations liit.h1n the flt.rko This includes a large seg;ocnt of'the 

main lines ot the Unicn and Confeool<ate Al":'!lies. 

17i thin 3 years aiwr the Park had been tra.\'lsfer!'ed to 

the Hatioml Park Service a Jzr;:;e portion of the Confederate 

line south of" Ptl t--: rsbtLX'E =s =de ~.cces~ible to the rillitor. 

pr<lject under this appr<lf'riatioo ·"",-8 the building of a driv" 
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distance of 3.25 milell.The roadway was landscaped tollmd.-;g 

the cO!!!pletion of the road.78 In 19.38 the Forl Lee _ Battery 

Fegr .. a (Defense :l.oad) road, al.!!i03t bo milaJ long, ... as surfaced 

and opened to th~ public. Thi~ secUcn of trw road systcn was 

surfaced under t'l" supervision of the B-ureau "f Publio Roads. 

The Atlantic Coast Line overpass on Defense Rc<;.d vas car,pleted 

:in Septen±cr. 19)5. That section of Flar..k Roods i'rcl!! Fort 

T.le.vi5 to F<'lrt V{adm-Klr'".Jl, = 1< r<l.surfaced in 19)6, as the old 

surface had been severely drunagtld by the tha"l'ing and freel\ing 

of the preceding winter. This road .. tiU resurfaced again 1n 

Significant progn.Sll was made in the minor roads 

BoOn after the acquisition o~ the Park by the NaticvJ1l ?ark 

Service. In July 1937 Lloe road frClll Confederate Battery !Iir.e 

to the Hopewell Road 'lias QpeJ'..ed to the public. Constructed 

with eee labor and ,funds, the base Ilurface of the read TJo:':; of 

crushed concrete obtained fro", the demolition of foundations 

of World War I buildings in the Camp Lee seei:;;.on of the Park. 

The old Frinee C~orge Coul;'thoUBe Rood "Was recollSt:ructed trCl1l 

Siege Road to Confederate Ee.t-wry Nine, in 1937, b)r the ecc. 

This historic :read once connected Petcr:sburg with Prince 

Oaeree Courthouse, It "as used by tro'PB of both sides <t,uoing 

the Civil War, and 1.s reputed to haw been used by troops 

during the il.evolu'oion. Ccnstruction began in Uarch, 1?J8, ,.,i th 

60 
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FiVe and the Bite of" the "Dictator." The road 'I'M cp:med in 

Septell'ber, 1938. A. n"", Crater entrnr:.ce J:'oad lias constructed 

in 1939. Four and ... Jo.alf !lin!:>" of: tr'-ick tnils in the CazlIP 

Lee area of the Park W2:! oOl'ljJleted in the sa"."" year by the 

cee. 

110rk bee;an, September 25. 1941, OIl the Atlarltic Coast 

Line overp;!5s near Fort ~ads;;orth. The successful cO!:Ipleticn 

of' the overpa ss Il .. lld the openi.'lf; of the road f= Fort l:ads'liorth 

to the VaUGhan Read "ould car:t7 out further the pLm of h'nring 

the main Park roads rollO'll the line of Union ecrthY:orkt! in that 

s:rea. The first estkated date for the coc-,<,lcHon of the over

pass was No"",,,,ber, 1942; h<n,'e,-er. 33 this "as at the tir,e 'fIhen 

the national Defen6e Pro£= I'!a:'l geM,inrl into 001 opaatiOll, 

the short<l;ge of labor =d construotion ~tel"iall: curtaHed t..'l" 

progre3s of" the project considerably. By Au~t~ 1942, thG 

oveT?ass r,as only 32% oolllpletedJ when a. stop '\'folt.: order '1m3 

received. HClvever. the Fooeral £ovc:rnmmt dee..-:ed the cc...ple_ 

Moo of the ove~6S nGcess<'-ry for the eas;)' nQ'VE';nent of troops 

in the Sta-w and the work"J1as rtlsu.""led. Bad'l'lerrt'ler, ill addition 

to t.~e inevitable shortage oj' labor, continued to hanpcr pro(;T€SS 

Il.'ltil fir.ally the oV"r,'i'.5S W_S e<npld;ed en Aucust 12. 19/'h, 

a1:nost three ye:u':) after !.t ""''' \;el;illl. The =d fl'Cl'l Fort 

Wa.d:"no:rth to the Vaughan Rood "''''S 6u>;,f"~,,d end <>cen(lu for 

}lubl::;,~ use in 1950. 'I'hls road p"",~es '.:'llder the. Atv.ntic CC23t 

Line nailrc ... d nEd.r Fort Wad:;,;cr;"':!. 
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A ~ig.'1ill=t chang~ in tile Park rQad sysu.o. occu.~d 

in Decffilbcr, 1955~ when the Eooeo:ell Rood (State Route No. ;6) 

entronce to Sie r:e Read "TfRS clo~ed, and tl'.e sectiC!Js of Mrd 

surface at Union B"tt.eI7 !l:ine, and on Hare 1'.111, Ylcre oblltcnted. 

For a number of years previous to this, interpre tive develo;;".ont 

pla~s for this historic area to the fulle~t extent bad been con_ 

teil!plawd. Protest" from cmnuters "ho !'>Acd been usinS the road 

daD.,.. as a shor'ocul; [r<Xl the V:t!1nut Hill sectim of Petersburg 

to Fort L€:£ and HO:JC"i'l'Cll ncre e::<::.:>ected. Hmf(;vor, the nurl:ler of 

CO"'F'laint~ l'(;(;istercd ",or.. f'ar '0010\'1 ~_ll anticipation. Th1.g 

",ns probabl]" the. r<"~ult of fayomblc publicity ~!ld cooperation 

received fr~ the Petersburg Pr<?$res»_lndc):, '\'f~ich in its news 

storie» emphasized the vill" of the road clQ~ine f:r<J:1I the st<lnd_ 

point of tho Park intelpreUve l:rogl'aFl. The nel'!"l:mpo::' c<u"ricd 

sswro1 nrticle" and pict.'J.Ns ot the Nad closing, and in ad

dit.ion; printcd ... ",rbatim a hist.orical ~ket.ch of the area which 

lias p:,cpared by the Park H!otor'l-.a.n.79 SO!Jl.mma't to the surprise 

of Park officials no "latter:! to the editol'.n c""'pl1i1ning of 

the r<X'-d closing appeared in the 1lI3lwpa;:>era. Anot.her f l'.ctor 

which pc:!'he.?~ "as re.90nslble for the fm1 cC!:lplaintl! 1!3S the 

publicity then bin" ;;iv;:,11. :I.n t.'le R!c;L"'Ion1 av<i fcte;:-$bu!'g 

papers about t:te I~rckble ef!c~t of th" rou+..e of the projected 

Richi~cnd-l'etersb1ll'Z Toll !kcd on t.he 'Park. 

Tr,;;ils for h"r3c":>ack ridex·", "ere a pcpili.r attrclct.ion 

tc the j',,;:-l; i'l t"" J_;,.t~ 1930'3 ~wl ,,!dy ho'~. Ei/:ht l'Jiles of 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

, I 
I 
)1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

- ---, .. , ..•. _,._., - --

• • 
bridle t.l'"ail' ~ equipped with 101 J~9 . 'Sal'S cons t:rve t.ed . The 

l~ation cj r iding etables near the Park lIee!red to pl"Eldiet that 

riders usinS t hE: Fark l'lol.l.ld ~.ncreaee . A ho);':':e s hOl'l held near 

Fort V.e1..l(].e on !.I.ey 28, 19383 !""tured riGe:1'5 who :frequently 

used t.M Pari( t.rai18. F:rooa D:!cuiblil'. 19W.. to Sertel:iber . 1242, 

at l east 2, 282 ridtll'S l18.de lISe of t.'1o Park'a bridle t.talll1 . 

Present (l9S1) UH of the mila b1 horseback rldel:S .fa bu-&1y 

suffiCient to JusUf) their continued maintenance. 60 

Historical and Interpl"llt.ive Frgp'am, 19)3=-l2$' 

1Joder the Civil Wor ks Mministrat.iom JlTOe:rlm Iol." Ute 

Petersbure: Batlonal. Uil1tar,r Par le a l!:1:o:torlcal_Edl:.oational Staff 

was set up. Office <'lp<!.ce !'or the eta!!', located on the second 

noor Qr the J.!elenny WbI"!.ry in Peter~blU'g . "!fas provided thrOUgh 

the courtesy of llias 't'here5a Hodtes , Libl'arlan. The swr wa~ 

divided into two seetioos. one of which undertook Naureh i.rl 

the Revolut10l\1lry War period. Illld tho other in the Civ:l.l War 

penod. HQPl9V'In", the 110rk of t he ot.att dlYision ll1e:nbers waJl 

DQt strictly c~ned to the ~r1od ae indicated by t he title 

ot their respEoU 'O"El dhisiOWl . 

I.!r. llTancli Spa:!dinB , ."i100e title Tas fU &torieal Taeh_ 

niolan, SIlly well be cOrulide)"ed the t.1rst Pu k Historun. I n 

addition to hi;, duties of head1ne t h\t ~rtaff of Pe~r&bl1l1: ' he 

lIupervi~ed the lIork or s Wlar st4ffe .at Richmond and Fredericks_ 

burg, in Vi '1l'inie , nnd Oullf'ord CO\lrtl!.ou8~ , Rorth Cal'Ql llla . As 

till'" pIl=ttted, Cr . Sp.:l.ldi.'I,1; :NI<;!e a stuCy of the torutic;!ti(;(;$ 

6, 
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arouud Petersburg &nd was oi"ten nccomp~ed on his field trips 

by Capt. Carter Bishcp ~ J;lsooer of' the Park Colltilission. The 

Hilltorical Technician lila.., also engaged in public contact l1ork, 

and in speaking bdol's local civic and patriotic orgmU.!\aUons. 

Et'forts lisre Slde to em,ourug" vhite from school groups. 'rhs 

earliest recorded visit by a school tour group '!las on January 31, 

1934, ... hen .30 studenw, Il-cconpanied by two te.1.chers .f'rarr lfortclk, 

Virginia, visited the Park. The staff' in their work 01: histori_ 

cal investigation worked closely with the Petersburg Chapters 

of the I)).\lghters Ilr the ~.er:l.= Revolution end the United 

laughter-so! the Confederacy. Civil War l1.Iwrans and other 

older :residents of' Petersburg l'ilio remembered the SWies 1fere 

interviewed and their recollections ~itten up and filed. 

Tallm were made to nunerous outside groups, in l1.ddition to con-

duotinc group-s and individuals through the Park. Visitation at 

the Park l1"-s small coopared with presmt day figures. 

l'he Civil ;;2.1' division or the staff, c<:nsisUng 01' 

Emlll.rd steere, Chades Jacll:&on, ,md &ma:rd ltptt IV, preparEld 

studies of the Battle of .Petersburg, Ju."!e 15-18, 1864; the 

Battle of the Cra.wrj Battle of Fort Ste<hanj and 'U>.oe Battle of 

Five Forks. The MVoluUor>-'1ry '1:= division undo!' the direction 

of Marming C. Voorhill, (lcnsisted of 0.,= Nor'"JUngtcn and 

Raleigh Taylor. StlLdiell 01' the operations of the British Amy 

in Vb-ginia were prepared by the Re·rol'ltio~.ry divi~ion or thQ 

64 
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services, In the early years or the Park, facilities were not 

adequate tor handling =dolll visitors in large nu.-abers. The 

roads through the Parle lIere not cor>pleted, and there lreTe no 

Park buildings such as a cEntral orientation site or museUlJl, 

rest roO!M~ etc., nor 1'mS there a regular Park entrance. It 

lI"-S thOllght better at thi~ time to de.ote more a.tkntion to 

the organized groups "hiting the Park untll better facilities 

could be provided for smaller grou~s and indtviduals.81 

In 1935, although work in developing the Park was 

proceedin( at a steacJ;r but pertlal's at an outwardly slow pace, 

the Progtess-Indez ~ressed their conce~ over the park's 

developr:;entl 

"In spite of ite ecmparaUve newness, it ill a 
tact that flimile.r parks still more l'IJcently 
creat£d M-re mde lWoh greater jll'ogl'Cse. and 
this in spite of the fact that lllJl<!rtial stu_ 
dents ,,"!lcede &.at t."Ie Petersburg park has 
interests lIIore val'ied and more iIIportant than 
those of any oth~r. It i~ ~orc1y in need of a 
I!IUSOll1:l1 headquarterlll guide stations, and other 
atructures. With all the millions of d;:lllara 
being poured out at this tioo by the Federal 
goverm:ent, surel;y we should be able to obtain 
f'unds for th(lSC oOlilparative1y l'Iodest require
ments. If the end of the spending era finds 
the Petersburg Nat:1Qna1 Military Pllrk un
oompleted, then lie ".ill Bee a still slOl'ler 
rate of progreas l for we will hava missed our 
real op~ortunity.n82 

A deparbte.'\t for the cQn.,truct:1on of Il!ooels and other 

inte17reid. ... -c devices na6 es1:.:!bli~hcd Ja..'luary, 1934, in a space 

O"'l'er a junk shop at 128 lIorth l'arla!t Street in Pstersbur". N:en 

it was first learned that II shoo of this type was to be eS-<a!llished 
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.in Patersll1ll'g. a nu;;,bel.' of looal. persona of!ered quartero 

.illiout charge. but none of' tho~e offered proved suitable for 

the needs of'the shop. The initial c~t of satting up the 

shop a~~unted to ~1.00. A model of the Union ~ine tunnel, a 

model of Fort FiBher, and a ~p of the Petersburg battlafield 

area 'Were perhaps the ~ost outstanding p:rojeetll aec()I;lplhhed 

by the Ilhap f'or Park iuterpret.:!:va use. The mooel shop liaB in 

charge of' hands POlle11 and l;illiaJl C. FlaJre.8) 

Visitation, 19)5-1956 

Visitora to the Park "ere camparetively faw in nutiber 

before 1936. Park interpretive facilities and visitor accCWi:lo

dations were still in their infancy when ~ 1,924 visitors 

were contacted in 1935. Park visitation renched a high in 

1936 when 29.JJ.4 pel'sons received oontact services . In that 

year a guide syatem for the po.rk lias established with the 00_ 

operation of the City of Petersburg. the Chamber oJ: C=eree. 

and Ehte:rgency Civil Works organizations. Two conwct stations 

£or W. P. A. guides lIere oonstruc-wd by the City. One of the 

stations IT<'.S erected on the lIestern end of Washington St:reet~ 

and the other at the foot of the APfO"'"'ttox River Eridge. in 

l'e tersbur.r. Guides lIel"e located in the office of the Pete::-sburg

C~..ber or CWJr£rce. !!.I1d at three stations in the Park, Batter,{ 

Five~ Fort StW2.n, and Fort I.Qvis. Members of the historical 
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guides. Free guide service was maintaLqed fo~ individual 

parties daily be~een the hours ot 8130 A.M., and 7100 P.M., 

durine the heavy tr-d.VBl sea.son of the ye3r. The Park SUp<!l'

intendant ~stimated in Ju.'W. 1936. that neOlrly two hundred 

persons daily ... e1'e utilizing this service. They =e chiefly 

in private cars and in small pg,rties. 

To Illest the <lemmd ot increasing visitation, the 

n=.oor of guides liaS ino~ased, and in 1937 J there lfere four 

llten of the 1iorks Progress .I.drdnistratlon and !Ill cee men 

.!!erving as guides. Figures for July, 1937, sh= that 5.943 

visitor" wera contacted, -whereas in J~, 1935', wo year", 

earlier, only 167 p<>r.>OIlS were contaoted. The increaoo in 

visitation for 1931 can be largely attributed to t.'>e pub~ 

licit,.. gi-reu on the rfl-enactll'Mlt of ilie llatUs of the Crater 

in April of that year, 

BatterI Fiva was se lected as the starting point 

for th", tour of :.he Park. and it was appropriate that guides 

were placed hare to llest the visitor. In July. 1~J7, 2.152 

vieHora 'ifill'£! contacted at the Battel'1 Five station. A small 

attractive building c! colonial deaign 'Pill.S opened there on 

July 28 J 1937. to serve ;;;.'1 a field ~use= and guids station. 

The building rillS constructed enUrdy by eee labor with only 

lL'tited sup.>rvisory assistance. A p.'.rldnt; are;'!" l1'Il:'l constr\:cted 

adjacent to t.'-le eonta.ct s!ation. Dur1ne World Vial" II, due to 

the sllort..'!Z'> or inte!J;I"".;tiV9 per.:cnnel. it .,;'as nec"ssar;t to 
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close this station f'requently. The buildir>.g re:llained in use 

unUl1948, lIhen it was removed to the Utility Area lIhere it 

has since ~e::"red as a storage house. 

Foll<mi.!lg is a tabulation of Park visitation 1937-1955, 

1931 ------ 60,217 
1938 ------ 15ot h86 
1939 -.--- 192,246 
1900 ------ 18.3,191 
1941 ------ 263,169 1942 _____ 212,167 

1943 .---- 113.168 
1944 ------ 91,561 
1945 .---- 1)1.059 
1946 ------ 146.019 

1947 ------ 1)8,549 
J.9LB ----- 1211,155 1949 ______ 166.90) 
l~O ----- 203.971 
1951 ---.-- 189.165 
1952 ------ 198.1)6 

liOet._Dec. '52 47,231 
1953 ------ 223,763 
1954 ----- 206,864 
1955 ----- 214.8)6 

l>The "Travel Year" Tra s originally based on the period October 1-
SepWI!1ber )0 of eaoh year. The Calen&u' Year 'basis started with 
the yB-ar 195"3. 

The figure for 1937 excludes the thousands "ho attended 

the Battle of the Crater re-enaot~nt. April )0, 1937. Increases 

in ?uk visitation preceding 1944 can largely 00 attributed to 

the publicity; given the Park in newsp;;.pers, _gallines, radio 

talks, snd other w<tla, ~d improved interpretive l'lel"Vices within 

the Park. l!ePbers or the aI'lnlild forces cOI'lStituted a large 

percentage of the total visitation during the years 01 World 

liar II. chiefly from neerb-J Ga!IIp Lee. CIe.:5ol1ne raticnil'lg and 

otJ1er travel restrlctioos 'Were un,,'oubwdly respol1.9ib1e for the 

drop in visitatior; for 194J-191!1!. Deere.:!.se in civilian traV"fll 

was applNlnt in 19hZ!, l lhan it .. eo €I'lti" .. tcd that almost three

fourths of the total visitation lIB:re 1OO"J,ers of the a rl"..ed forces. 

Civili.:!.n tru1rel ahoY:ed "" decide:!. increa~ ", by 1947, uillle thera 
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5. Free~~n addrc~ ,, '.ng a tour f;::'o,"'P from 
StedOlan, llov~rr,ber 7, 1936. 

Ri~hmond at Ft. 

Capt. Cart~r R. Bisho9 ... t. the "Dict<l.tor" Eoc:el, 1939. 
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'WaS a larg9 decrease in lIIilitary vis:1:taticn due to the J:<lduc

tian of training aetivities at CIUIlp Lea.84 

SEcoial Interest Park Tours and Visitors, 1937 - 1956 

Conspicuous ~ong tho tour groupS which visited the 

Park in the years before 'l'iorld liar II 'isre the al'.nual tours by 

the Ar""iY ",,"ar College olasses "I'ihich visited the Park :frm 1937 

through 1939. The groups averaged about 100 officers equipped 

wit.1-j maps and mi.meographed outHned studies of ths-Petorsburg 

Campaign. An entire day l'Ia5 ~ual1y sr;ent at Petersburg 1 be_ 

ginning at Battery Five and ending at Five Forks, with lectures 

given at Fort Stednan. the C:>:'2ter. and other key poinUt en route. 

A group of British AnJ;Y officers. I!ltatiol1ed in Bermuda. 

visHed the Park on November 2-3, 1937. as 11 part of their pre

:scribed tour and study of-the Virginia Civil'ial' battlsi'ields. 

These officers, representing w.ried bmnches of the British 

Anny-........ re ccnduewd over the battlefields by National Park 

Service personnel. Their visit oocurred in the days borore 

WOl'ld V,'ar II J when visit!! to Petersburg by foreign J..:rnry orficettl 

were infrequent. 

(h &rch 30--31. 1940, tmmty~five business and pl'ofes~ 

Eionall!!en 01 ro'ash1neton, D.C., styled: the RBattlefield Crael:pates," 

visited the p!!.n.:. These lIlen were Chil "l'rar enthusiasts <mel l1'.flde 

battlefield tours about Wee a ycar. On their visit to Peters"UI? 

they were e<.,ndueted over the buttld'ielde by CoordiJ1-atino: Su;:er-

" 
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Historical Technician. The nllattlefield Crackpates" may well 

be considered the forerunners of ilia present (19$7) District 

of Col=bia Civil War ROUlldtable. famed in January, 1951. as 

one of many such groups organized throu.:>;hout the country in 

~c"' ... ;{; years. 

In liar. 1953, a r.eeti.'l:; was held in Riclmond of the 

Civil War ROIll'.dtab1es ;fl"Om. Chicago, Washington, <O!'.d otool' 

oities 1!1th the Piclmond Civil War Roundt."ble as host. Ch 

May 9th, this group of a.bout a hundred persons toured the 

Rlctl:lond battlefields and on t.l,e loth SFent the entire day 

tou.rine the fields arou-'ld Peterob"urg, [ron llatter"J Five to 

Five Forks. Portable .amplifying apparatus lias fumished for 

the occasion qy Fort Lee t~ough the oourtesy of Major General 

Howard L. Pecld=, student of Civil 11ar hilltor,r, and Post 

C~der i!.t the time, 

On eve.,- other Saturday. from January, 19)3) through 

J.nua:ry, J-954, groups i'rOlll. the Leade~hip School, JJedicd Re

plac~nt Training Center, Camp Pickett, Virginia. visited the 

Park. Their visits .. ere a part ot tim school prOgl'a!!ll'lhich 

included a study of lsadership in the Petersburg ~~paien. 

lJiliuuy groups uhich have cGntinued to Mice periodic 

trips to tile h.!:k as a j:art of their COUTse are the r,(fi'C o.7.<:!et9 

in s"U.,",-,or training zt Fort Lee, 2..""ld the zrmual visit of ced!lts 

from the TInited St.:!tas llilitarJ Ac.u:lel\y. West Point, New Yor;<. 

Tne C1S'.dets vi llit the G;ur>.::,ter,:.:stcr inswllation at Fort lee 
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Since its establism.ent, there have been IM!1y in

divi<hu.ls of' prol1'.inence :In varied fidds "ho have visited -the 

Park, fa~ teo numerous for even the briefest notation L~ ~ 

aocount of this length. Of farticular interest are those 

persons of lIilitary eminence .md those .,ith .. :;scciatior.. \tith 

thll Petersburg l'rtory 1100 haw visited the Park since 1933. 

Perhaps the last known Union survivor of tho ?etcrsburg 

CaaFaign to have visited the Park -..as Charlea ct.apd, Ja'le '25, 

1938, ",ho served Kith lJott's DiVision, II C'n:ion Al,"Y CO!ps~ 

i'r<:rn SeFter.:ber, 1864. until the end of thE! ea'llpaign. Crepel, 

one of the 68 surv:ivine Civil 7iar vero.a1\s pict"UI'Ed in Life 

Uagazine, !{ay 30. 1949, died in Septrobe):. 19L9. at the aae 

of 102 years., 

The name of the last ~urYiv.i.ng Confederute veteran 

of the Petersburg Campaign knrnm to have visited the Park is 

difficult to aet;.eOO!l$ accurately. Capt. Ca:r.'"Wr Bl.shop fre

quently visited the park up until jW'lt. shortly before hi~ death 

in 1943., However, Capt. Bishop, Il. V1re1nia Military- Ifl."ltitute 

Cadet, ..".ho I'I<!~ captured in Chesterfield Co-...nty <md taken to City 

POint, cannot be rightly considered II. 1j'E";;"ran of' the Petersburg 

~len as he took no active J>2-rl in tile encagc!:Oe"-ts around 

the City._ PerhaplI tho:> last J<nmm Confedernt:!. survi-vor cf the 

Eattle of the Crater wall Theodore Mayo of ~orfo1k. Virginia, 

who serv3d in Co. C. 26th Virr;inie I!"Santrj". l!--<!y-o attenclod the 

1937 re-=cb:~ent 01' the Battle of the Crater. He cl1.:.d l,J., 

Octooer" 19[;8. 

71 
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On April 18, 1940, On one of hi!! frequent trips, 

throueh th'" years, to the battlefields of Virginia, Dr. 

Douelae Southall Freellan visited pet-ersburg . Dr. meman 

OIl this occa~ion Tlas accanp<lnied by a Fhotographer and l'Iriter 

for ~ Uagadno. The bacjq:;roll.'1.d ~';atel"lal obWned at 

Pete~burg appeared <,-,s a feature artiole on the minent 

hilltori.;m and biographor in the l.!ay 13~ 1940, issWit of ~. 

Visits ho;n persons of military rellOlm have been 

uwe:"Qus. but of particular interest are those TIho ca!Ile to 

the Park after the close of ,'jor1d rial' II. Incidentally, con_ 

trary to the popul1Lr 1eeend that the Ger;aan Cour.ander £nrln 

R=el visited and studied the Petersbu!'tj battlefields, 

re~earch has failed to produce satisfactory evidence to sub-

stantiate the visit. of -the n~sort Fox,u ROlffilel liM scarcely 

kn= in this count:ry bel'ore lforld i'~ II, and lItO:'l t likely made 

his visits to Civil War battlefields in civilian attire. His 

visit to Petersburg, if it did occur probahly~ent unnoticed. 

Park vi"ito~ o! l>Iilitary prOl1dnence include I 

April 10, 1946 _ General and Un;, D:1iEht D. Eieenho\7er, 
ilho TIGre acco-... panied by the Mllistant Quartenr.a.ster 
General, Unj. Gen. C~orge A. Horken and Urs. Horken. 

Fehzuary 14, 1946 - Elevon Arq officer s all ot: .. hOll! had 
been prisoners of the Japanese since the fall ot: 
Eat~"m and Cor:re::idor. were conducwd over t.'Je p<>rk 
by- tl'.e Su~erintendrnt . 

April 4. 1950 _ Lt. Gen. and lIt'~. ,2tthew B. Ricl£'I'my, , .. ho 
were <lcco;;,.panied b-; ),laj. Cen. RCY'.r C. L, Crah~.':I, 

C=a."1cline Officer, Fort Lee , Virei.'l..!.a. 

72 
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May 23. 1952 - Brig. Gen. Louis Jeen SlIlaun, Commanding 

C-eneral. of the F:t'elch Amy1a rnmeportation School; 
a.ad Brie. Gen. Fier.re Henri Nogue.:l. the CO!l1Itlanding 
Oooeral of the Transportation Corps of tho FreJlch -. 

July 9. 1952 _ Gen. Henri Navarr<!, "tIno at the time of his 
visit. was I:Isputy Cc:rurR.ndor of the French occupation 
forces in Germany. and ~"1O later cC'.:l"1:lnded the French 
forces in Indo-Ghina. 

January 29~ 1953 _ Fiw members of tile Royal Greek Army 
C-€)Ileral Staff 'Vidtcd the crater (L'rJd l{UIlemnj th"y 
'WeN: JJaj. Generall! COrultantine Katsorldis, Pan. 
Spnnos, Milt. Nico!sou, S, Petropoulus, ~d Lambires. 

Jarrua.r,r 17. 1954 - Lt. Gen •• 4.nton Von Eechto15heh!, Gennan 
COIFS Conmander on the Russian tront during World 
r~r II. His visit to the Crawl' recalled the yea.r 
1918, '!!hen he liaS in charee of mining operations 
ag.>inst the F:t'ench Army on the Western Front. 

Uarch 2), 1956 - Ur. George H. Roderick. ASl'l1stant Secretal"J 
of the Army for Civil end NUitary Affairs, vi!!ited the 
J.iuseum, Crater~ Fort Stet.!!:'.an, and oottery Five, .in 
Cootpany with l.Jaj. Gen. Ira K. Evans, Co=nding Generol 
of the Quartel'Jl'.lster Training Co:xrur.and at Fort I.e6~ 
Virginia. 

February 9. 1~7 ~ Lieutencent-Oeneral Frida VOl! Senglln und 
Etterlin, Co=.ander of the German forces. Cassino, 
Ita1;r. World lYar II. 

The llUl'leUJI 

"i'lhen the Crater battlefilJld liaS acquired by the 

Federal government in 1936 the £o~~r oountrJ club building vas 

converted into a rcsidmce for the P=k Su>,erlntendent. A sln."I11 

rocm on the north end of the building with a ::leparate ent:ranc(! 

I'f&S reserved for th.e mus(>1Jrn anrt info=tion 1!tation. A collection 

of objects rcco'reffid from the battlefields ',,'.s included in the 

Crater acquisition. They ~ere chiefly !rca the Ori£fith fa~ily 

collection, Tlhioh 1'!2.S bc[;'.Jn ::loon after the olc:'!", of the C! 'f1.1 ';"r. 

13 
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'l'ho:ss iwn'l lr~rEt cleaned and al."l<lIlged for display in the 

l:Iusem. Ne exhibit T","~ supplaaOlted by ar..,ii'acts recovered 

in the progress of' Park de7"'..1optlCnt. A !l1.L-.,ber of attractiva 

water colors, p.aetel~, and aharcoal. illustrations :for too 
museum were done unrh ,forks Progre<:11 Ailiini.stratioo projeots. 

These illustrations largely depiafud unifoTIl'5~ battle ~cenee, 

and !mps of ~t:'lefield area~ around Pete:rshurg =d Rioooond. 

The lIIU!le\li:l collection continued to gr01l" through donations by 

individuals, and the recovery of artifacts in the Park by 

llorkiren. A t en-cent ad:aission c~rge tQ the musoun, put into 

effect in April, 1939, drew lmm;r protests frQll local c:itizcns 

and vis:!. tors. A delegate to the Grand Awr:y of the Republic 

Encampment, !roo. the State or liashiugton, visited the Park in 

September, 1939, and proclaimed that it ms a ndirty gyp,n and 

that "if the Federal Gove~t can1t afford to keep such shrines 

as thl"" open to the public without a charge, we haw c-ome to a 

SO~ pass. Not because of the lO¢ but because of the principle 

involved, lIlY wife and I won't go in the 1,mseum.~ The .. Omission 

tae was abolished within the follonine year. 

Muse\Fl interpretive facilities nere mpro.-ed in 

fuce.-uber .. 1939, with the installation of a ll' x 11' relief 

map of the area cOVBred by the Pewrsbu.."'Z C&lpaign. Built by 

Ju.'1ior !listeria'! fuUeigh C. Ta,.1or, this =P l'as extensively used 

for orientation talks =d lrllit.1l.ry nan:atiyes until July .. 1954. 

"hen it was replaced by an electric JS.p de:o::.c.~ed to serw th<'J 
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''lama genel">'...l pUIpose. The latter map~ 5 feet 'Wide and 4 ["at 

hieh (lIall_type), was the Qutgrm;th of r-e=endatiolUl made by 

Ned J. a.rae, Chief of thG lluseum 3ranoh. iollC'l!ir.e an i:Mpee

tion of the Park !.iuseWl in Febrour.r, 1952. The ,,= ~ondit1on 
of the Nilei' ""'r.o. the space factor and the :ili!practicability of 

repaiting- and elllctxii'yinn the ][-ap were dewl'mining factors in 

the decision to cons truct a m;w unit. IElta for ilie 24-swi"i.eh 

controlled electric Lilly were ass"mblcd b;r the Park Historians 

with constr""ti<m b;r teclmici.<'.ns of the Service's :.!llseWil 

Laboratory in ?;-ashil:gton, D. C. The relief map lias removed 

to the Centre Hili Mansion l.~use",,~. Oll a loan basis, lmerc it is 

U"'f available for continued publio use. 

Inwr;?retatioo at the Crawl' had bee.'l. impro-.red in 

August, 1.948, 1Ihen an ampU:fiel', microphone, and record player 

'II'ere in~talled in we lIluseUlll '!lith a lOUdspeaker unit mounted in 

a tZ'lle top at the Crawl'. i,1th this apparatus a six_illnuta 

recorded narration of the Battle of t.IIe Crater could be given to 

visitcl':'l at the Crater, lIhile the "U5mM attendant, operating 

the !!lAchine fr<J.,'I the llIUlle1.m1~ would be free to Bi!l,'Ve nsi tors 

upon their arrival in the IIlUSell)ll. TIl" system ha~ been in con_ 

tinuous ser-rlC0 since then e"oept lIhen it T:as put out of ccu

nission ~;orarily by Hurricane HAZEL i.~ October, 1954. 

The reost si:;:nificant !.'1lproVR-;!'.'llt in the Park intel'

preth~ l'rog!'ar. ce_,,,, in 1955 1"1hooo -the Croter House, fon;erl:r 

tile SUI;eI'L'It;,n~ut'5 rcsidsnce, 11a" conve?ted into a Visitor 



) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• • 
Center. Since the acquisition of the Crater in 1936. too 

roUSSUIll spnce had been confined to a sna11 ro= 22' x 2lt. on. 

the north end of the hOUtle nearest the Crater. Although 

inte1'?I'!ltive facilities and rnuaeun exhibits had been ilnpl'oved 

1:.0 a great ervent by 1954. the I>\we= was still inadequate for 

Park interpretive needs. The !llUSClX!! ro<:uI ooci.d scarcely ec_ 

c=odate the cro-ofd ot visitors on Satur<i1'.y =d SU11day atter

noons, or large tour groUps. Its ex.!rtbits of battlefield arti

facts and other lI".aterial 'Ware still antiquated ;in spite oJ: 

n=eroUt3 m1nor improvements. 

'rhe plan for t."-" building con'Y'lrsion began to !orlilU

late in late 1952. Plans for the lD.unem. m:paIlBion developed 

1110';'/17 and painstakingly, and l\'ere kept seo:ret until it \¥Us 

officially asslIt'>ld that the project ",ould Iawrialize. De_ 

tails of the prOject Were ca::'aMly"tlorked out and put on 

paper at " meeting held at the Crater on November 30, 1954. 

Those attendir>.£ 17ere: Chief of u,.meum Bronch, Ralph H. Lewis; 

As~istant Ci'..iet of tluseum Branch. Frank Buffiiirel Chief 

Historian Herbert E. Kahler; Rogional Historian James \Y. 

Holland; Superintendent Floyd B. Taylor; and Park lJi~torian 

Lee A. Wallo:ee. Jr. At this meeting ilie noel" pIa:l for the 

flffli e;cltibits to be il1stalled and other phyoical eheJlto~ Tlore 

llorked out. L" J:;mw.ry. 1955, the Park Historial'), spent ahtost 

the entire ~onth 'Working vith the J,;~eUin Branch in ':[ashil'.gton. 

on the preparation of e:<hibit layouts. Emibtte .. ere CC)~stNctcd 
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MeruIT/hila, on June 20, 19'55, the 3uycrintendent 

!lI<lTId froE the Crater House into a r"",odeled hous", :!.n the Fort 

st€<P..a.t1 <lor!>a of the Pa.rk. Interior work lias !l.ml begun in 

ear.'.eet., tcrml;ra conCI~rti.'l€ tho houss at the Crater to its nell 

ex.'1.ibit cases ,,0.3 com: .. -.enced. This 'E"Ork had just ooen cott'l,leted 

when lOc;"oors of th'" l,{u~e= Branch arrived with the exhibits on 

Augu~t 29. It took fI ,wek to install the \lJ"-'dhits and on 

SuI1day~ Sep~ber 5, 1955, the neYllllutreum. 'lIal! opened to the 

public tor the fir.!.t time. In early 1956, fue old museum roem 

ms redeco:rn.tect and converted into an orientation rO<lll. It is 

equipped 'Otl th pam,l t~ 'flaIl exhibi w u.ud one ca~", e.:dlibi t, 

the electric l1I1l.p an1 chairs to aCCOI:1!la&te fifty pel'son~ . The 

museUl!l project :Croll the very bIIginnine received oncellmt 

publicity, with photograp11sl in the PewrsblZg &ld Riomond 

newspapers. A tml d,.,ys in advance of the opening Superintendent 

FlO"Jd B. To-.ylor npl'eared on a television prograJ!'. :In PeterBcurgls 

tll"n wmly opened station 1'iJE'{-TVJ enG spoke or the new develop-

l&ents in the PaJ:'k und the Z.J1reras :pl'c$cnted the vi€1!ers a pioture 

of' the Cr;cter Housc.86 

Pr.rk Literature 

1he i"irdt official infc=t:iolll'.l llteJ;':l.tUI'e printed 

rOT !ree pl.1b1:'.c dilltribut:i.o!l .af'Fc.ared In"oune 1935. It consisted 

of: ~. sinc:l" i'olc:kd ~heet with a skatcb .• ctra7m frc:n tlm 1867 
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C-ove=ent mmed property in Ilhading. On the r evcl';'le ,:side 

lias a brief sketch or tho PeteI'\'!burg Cill!lpaign. II. sketeh of 

P.evo~uticn.o.:ry ~~f2.r f)vents at Pe-wrsbllrg, and a I~ragraph on 

ll"l2.ilable. Thill "'as a cOllsidem':>le in!_'rO'm,:.ent o-ror the prs-

vious :folder as a Eap showing modern rGaes and t he Park Tour 

route ",all' substi tilted tal:" tile old IlI<Ip. A revised ad! tioo of 

this info:mational sheet apr-eared in _~prilJ 1941. In 1';&y, 

1941. the Park received 20,000 nEW t"o-fold leaflets, which 

was acclabJed by the SU)erintence.'"lt as the r:lo.:;t satisf2.cto:ry 

printed I'!awrial for gene ral distrib-!tion that h ... d thus :tar 

appeared at the Park. This lIa~ the first of the type of 

leaflets containing photcgI'lO.phs, _ps. and text, !lO"" u.sed in 

the Park. Sino" the ap}'~arance of tl>-'l first two-fold lear'1.et. 

it has undergone various rrlnor :revisionll . It was entirely 

revilled in 1954 and further inlproved the follo-<f.i.nf, yea r • 

..\. l.6-ll;age illustrated h<loklet 1><1:<1 prepared :for the 

Park and :first placed on sale in 1941 at the price o:f 15i per 

cupy. Ten years later the 16-paee oooklet -"as replaced by 

Pci.er"bnrg oettlefields, National Park Service F.iswriccl 

fu.ndbook Series 1;0. 13. The beok llaS pralle-Ted in 1950 by Park 

Bi"torian Ricw.rd iia;.me lykes. Petersou1"£" 2attlefields "all 

revi3ec and brought u.S' to date in 19S6. T.r-e biUal pl'ice of 
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eopy. At the next printing of the handbook, the envelope ~a5 

not included, ana t..,e ~"'rice v.il. :'! TIl(r,lced to 30¢. The price was 

!'urtlJ.e)' NC:lccd to 25f pe r copy ~'hen the ha.ndbook 'l'a", revised 

in 1956. The :";la:i.u.'"lg "-"1,e10;:'" Is no looger provided.87 

The &st~I'::l Natiena! Park &. l~onVi'lent Association, a 

nM-:o:t~fii or,pnisation c~osed chiefly of Natior>..al P&rk Service 

a:lplCl'/ecs 'lfho contribuud f~nds for it:'! establishmmt, set up an 

sg,mc;' in the ?ark in 191:.8, The As~oc:!.aHon is now lioen:'led to 

operate in thir'"""'!Cn states •. ,1.11 profits fro'" the sa.1e ot: Park 

literature, post card~. etc., is used to i~rove the inte~re_ 

ti,e prog!'''-'''_ and facilitios in r",,..ks ",hieh other::ise could not 

he pl'ovid.:.d th1:'ough the ~_""ua.l nllot",ent of funds. The Park M:'I 

NCeived a nUJ.bcr of gmerous donatiom, frail the Associa tion, 

includi.'lg funda for: librarJ t.e .... ble "no six chair:o. $191.00; 

fifty_foul' cha;rs for the orientation roa:., C:260S21 and v011ll!ies 

tor the Park libI'(!ry~ ":9h.M. Fost cards 1'I'ere placed on sale for 

the first tbe l.n the history of the P!lL"k il} 1952. A post card 

vending rn~chine "as purchaMd for the P11.*= by the Easte:m 

t!at!onal Park tL lJonument A~suciation fur ~65.oo. The origir.al 

sets of c:o.rds sold at the Park ¥rere vi.,-" ", of: The Dictator, t.'1e 

Crotel', 3atter;i Eir;ht, Fort Sted.7.".n, the Pal'>: Ehtrance, and 

Elder's ;:;al.ntin:: of th.e ~Ule of the Crater. The cards are 

aTTang~d in sets of three each which sell for lO¢ per set. In 

1955, a Vio>1'! 01' Fort Ylad~iforth was ~llbst1 tuted for the Park 

Entr::nec card, my! .". T'e" cOf'Y of Elder's futtle of the Crater, 
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this one from the original Fainting nOl'f in the ColtlI!lOme~!tll. 

Club, Rieh;:;cnd. "ireiru.... The previous card l<<!.8 nacle £:ron 1m 

enlal',t',cd photoZro::h (colo~d) of the original.58 

Arlillf!"r;r Park Projeot, 19;6-19/a 

In _~pril, 1936. plan" to e1!bblish an ordnance mUBell'1l. 

or artillery- park, at Petersburg were fo=l:<t.2d by offioials of 

the National Park SaffleD and the />:J:'rq Ordnance Association. 1i; 

liaS proposed to place this display of Civil1'far period ordn.anca 

at the sit<! of JJeades station. The AssociatiOn fomod a c=rnittee 

of seven to assi1!t. in t."e locating of artillery pieoes and havin::: 

them removed to PeWrsburg. This co=ittoc conaisted of the 1'01-

I mring members of tJJe Amy Ordnance Association: Brig. Gen • 

. Benedict Or01'loll, president of the Ass.;:o;:1ationj Brig. Gen. John 

ROilS 1:elafield, Ordnance Reserve ASl'5ociation Counsell Lieut. Col. 

leRoy Hodges, Ordnance Officer, Virginia National Guard) Lieut. 

Col. Calvin Goddard. originator of forensic ballistios • .Mr. 

Stephen V. Orenee:-. Curator of Arms, Uet.."'<:l9olitan 1hwoum of Art; 

}Jr. F. fl. Foster Gleason, stu.dent ot Con!ederow ordnaneoJ Mr. 

C1au.d E. Fuller. writer and collector of a:r1'l} a.\1.d ll.aj. L. A. Coed. 

Executive Seereta::y of the Arrr;r Ord'l'ill1:e ASSOciation. The 

follOTling National Park Serncfl offioials sSr'le.d in an advisor"J 

capacity: Dr. AntO B. Ca.lnroCrer, Director, na.tional Par',; ServlC81 

Dr. J. Walter Cole".~"n. Su;erint.endent, Pctel'sbm'B NaUonal1!ilitary 

Park; and H::-. Branch Spaldi.nt:. Actin,1 Assis-t:.E..,t Di.nlctor, Branch 

of "i3t0r1C _Sites and BuildillBS, lhtional far}: BeniN.59 
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An a r..icle eutlining t.l'.11 p rajeet lIhich. appeared 1'n 

~ Crd'lol-'1ce; J&lluary- Fchr.lllry" 1?.37. I'adc an 4 ,!=,oal t or 101'Ol'-

IC4U<>n Q:l th" loc.>.. a on of a~.iUcry' ;:ic:es , and expre~lIed hoi'<' 

t hat rea:q 2...'ld .... 'il~ (!"''lcr,;: of ~uj:ta'b ] t\ piece, <:"ulrl be found, 

all r:.eith"r the .hsociatiOil :-:'Ol' the t~t.i~.d Park :lervi<:o I\.:ld funds 

f or:- the purchas:l.n;:; of guns . Pa.rk o!fid .a lls undortook 1I s tu-:i<J or 
Chi l 'Oar artiller,i :;.~d 1;;(.'J:;>iled 1:'lw.!.uable notos and records. 

P2'o.gre~s in "il.o colloctlnc of th" gu.'l3 devoloped SlOl'/ly, and it 

lI;:I. , ]'lOt \.I:\Ul Cc~obo;:r . 1933 , ':.'u! ~ ~l)e tirst. a rtille ry pieces 

a rrived. ~3e "'liN t~lve S\IJU; decured $:l(COS3 t.o tlle IlOe<l.S oJ: 

Gi1Itt ysburg :iatiofl(l, l ~'.il! h:y rD.1'!:: . RII~ultli of the "',J"ea,l for guns 

throil&-'1 t::3z: Or~"WIco p);'O-,.cd nU , .md i.!I 001'1]' 19.39 Iia. :J.CI\.lIl P.r'« 

3e):""nce offic.ials undorLcok t o Sp11,!' tile arUllery l"'~'Oject i nto 

acticn b,r /!; !'G:1t!no;: Lie\lt . Cel . Ca1v!...n Goddi\ rd a t cnporiuy ap;:;olllt

II(1n t (t.'l ree ;r;ontJ'l3) ~ &.necr-!'!isw:iM, to ~\::e a !J'-IrV9j' of 

or dnanco TlG er!s f Qr th~ P"'''::lc t. Col . Goddard ent.e~d O!'\ du. ty 

on June 26. 193'1 . A 1iiu.."V,",.I ~3 aac!c (Or ar.r.:i.J.ab1a gI.l!!5 at. 

lI'aWrvliet. Ar.-.liinal l Ririt.:m Ar.;e'!21, Rock Ieh nd, Il . S. MUibry 

-AcadcslY at !'feat r G!nts and o thi:r j30vtlnEent in~t.alletioJl' • . 

Vi5i'os to a m,;:;;cr c! t hese i~tl!J.laU<ms ' Ier& !M.de by Col. 

Goddil rd In ~\!r: l'.Ii t, 1939 . G-on ~~ls began to 8.rr:i~ SO«! 

eftor t..W k>=ir..a.tioo of Col . !'lodbrdl s appoint..et'(t 00 

0c.t obo.;.:- 2S~ 1939 . T?IO bror.zc l2-pc·u.n rle r Napoleons lii t h iron r eplica 

Cl! r:-!"-Ke6 "'"n:: trIl.."ls[cr;-w. to the Forie [ 1'<:'::1 I.!COfiI8 Creek Ni;.t.io~l 

!4E t:l.r;.' rP l"i: ar.d rlacnd on di~ll12..;' I!.t t<~e Crnter and Fort St.(Idr.'ll.n 

81 
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where they crea~d considerable interest among visitors. By 

April, 1940, 113 ilieces of ordnance had been received. Sixty_ 

oo.e (lun tubes were plaaed on display, u-'lJlIounted, at Fort 

Stedn-.an. In October, 1942. at the t:iJ!te of the scrap r.retal 

drive, a C01l1plaint tl">.at :;uitable I'laterl.al for the drive "a.s 

~g idle, '!las .. -,,_de to t.lJe local chai=n of the drive, a..'ld 

by hi.." to we st.e.te chtil'1!lan, who submitted it to the Regional 

office. As ... result, the gun barrels were removed rran display 

and concealed under debris where they- rmil1!.inBd until after the 

war, -"hen 16 of the tubes were d1:'1p1ayed at the Crater. The 

~bu.rial of the guns" in 1942, for all practiC"-l pUl'pOses, marked 

the end of the artillery park project. Even thoUfh the entire 

project never ~terializedJ it resulted in the accumulation of 

S<llIe very fine specimens of ord!l<lnce, which ar" available rot' 

study ~J students of military history. More of thecG gun tubBS, 

noYi in stoTae-e, "ill be displayed on the field as proper re con~ 

I5trud:ed gun carrinees bec,,",e flvailo.ble. 

In 1953 the Park'l5 collection of ordnanoe lfa~ aU<;'Wlnted 

by the receipt of' seven gwt tubes and replica =rrbges .frail 

shiloh National Uill taIY Park. InclUded al:loug the guns was a 

3O-pounder Fan'ott which hes been mounted at. Battery Five. In 

l~:r, 1956, a 12_poulldcr ''''polecn received on Ol.ll exchal1£;-<l ba"i", 

frem !l.o.nD.ssas Iktioual Battlefield Park ms placed in Fart 

SteGca'l. lilter, i;tIO I!IOrC 12~pounders. with replica carriages, 
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were placed in the fort. thereb,;r restorine Fort Stedrilan to it3 

Il,=ent as it ... as at the tiJ,le of the Coniederate ",tuck en 

Inte:mretive :.:arkers, Outdoor ;):!Ubi ts. end Self-Guiding Tours 

Alone the tour route in 1938, "j eitol's '7Ieru aided by 

photogrnpha. There trer" thirty approxiT.ately loc-word murkers 

placed at strateJic point~. The 1"-,,£,, narrative ~'\arkers of 

seni-pen"anl;.'lt ty;pe ccnstructicn were made of brmm masonite 

on I'lhich the inscri:ption was lettered -with yellow pamt. 

Neatly installed in a <'-post upright tn.".e of cem!' or cypress, 

the se ::'.2.rkers we:re tl!e adopted style for all Civil War areas 

in Virginia for D".any years. The desiDl had been approved in 

1937. Smller signs of the Mt:e color schone were abo used, 

and twenty route I'larkers were placed alone me tour route. B-,i 

October, 1939, there were thirty-fh-e loo_liOrd markets, and 

sliGhtly rnore than twenty rouu mrlror~. 'len outdoor l:il.»S, of 

Wmporary construction, wera placed at Batu r;r Five, Battery 

Eight, Fort St<.:c!l:\;m. and the Cmter, by the end of 1939. 

In the tall of 19.36. the far..e c1 lJ-LTlch s&. COi?Bt 

l'lortar, the "Dictator" =s reproduced in concrete and lllo'J..'1wd 

appearance in 193&. The "DicktOl'" IWD cOl'ctinucc. to be one of 

tho Park's mjor interest sites. 91 
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Significant progress "/lag roade in the interpretive 

tour development plan in 1948 j rmen metal shield "Park Tour" 

signs llere erected alonG we tour route in the eastern section 

of the Park. Pemits were obt.<J.ined fra:; the City of Petersburg 

a.'1d froc the State to place the tour reute markers on property 

outside P"rk boundar!e". 

In February 1948 .an exl'eri"..enkl alUlllil1\ltl fra'lle glAS9 

front outdoor ey~ibit C~ge was placed beside Siege Read, in front. 

of Fort Stedr.'.an. '!'he all I:lebl type case, desi[;l1ed by Park 

RIDgel' ~:elyiJl Prof'fitt had proven of sU(:h durability- that by

!.lay, 1954, five of these cases had been i!ls klled in the Park 

in the follmdnz ordeN 

Battle of Fort Stedman (expcri.oental case) at Fort 
Ste<hID J FebruaIY, 1948. 

Battle of Petersburg, June 15-18, 1864, at &:t.tery 
Five, March, 1949. 

Battle of fetersburg , J\D1e 15~18J 1864; at Battery 
Ninll~ !.larch, 1949. 

Battle of Petersburg, June 15-18, 1864; at Colquitt's 
S&1.icnt. l!arch. 19t\9. 

Bat.tle of the Crat.er; at the Crater, ~!ay, 1949. 

In Decel'loor, 1950. an m:hii>it case cont2inins a half_ 

tone paintine of the lJn:!.cn .. .ine eTylosion. July 30. 1864, ~ld.s 

pl2.ced on Siege Road aO:>ollt 8GO yards directly east of the Crnter. 

The exhibit. at llatteI"J Five l /as redesiGlled in 1952 to include 

t.he infol'i1atioo cont1!ir..ed in the exhibit at Battery l1infJ. The 
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case £=13 was removed frol>1 Batterl Nine to Fort Davis. A 

pictorial =p or the PetersburG ~ien. and indicating the 

Par~ Tour Route, was placed L~ tnc ?ort Davis exhibit casc . 

In AUGUSt, 1953. the sev~~th ca~e was installed in the Pa~k. 

!his on". at Fort Wadsnor...h, contains battle maps of the Battle 

of the 1:eldon Rdlro,,-d. Au[,'u!:<-t 18-21, 1864. 

1M all !!'"cCtal type outdoor trailside ~ibit C<'.se has 

prown durable and has bBill] adopted in sO!lle of the other p<!rk 

areas. Each unit of u>~s type '''"S fabriCOltad by Hankins & Johann, 

Inc., Staples .lill Road, Richiuond, Virginia, the most recent unit 

co~ting $21) (1953); complete with fvee leaflet box in~talled on 

post. The latte r item added $18.00 to the cost of the unit. 

On Decem.ool' 27, 191.9. a :;pacial ceromony was held at 

the Park Headquarters, then in the F~t Office BuildihZ. honoring 

Raneer };:'oi'fitt for his suggestion en the we of liOetal in place 

ot wood for trailSide exhibit eases. !.Ir. Proffitt wa~ the re_ 

cipient of a certificate of honorable mention and a $10 caah 

aTIard. fucause ot the adoption of the all4.ete1 exhibit calles 

by other parks, lbnge);' Proffitt received a $100 :'Iupp1etoentar-,f 

award in 1956. 

F..ech trailside exhibit case con~in~ an attractive 

e;c.llibit peinted in oils on flrorucard by Sidney King, C<'lntra1 

foint. Virginia. Eroibits for the fir~t five c"-se,, e;:'ected in 

telle Park 'Ilem desisneri by Fark Hi~toria!'l Rlchard ',;ayne qkes 

and the I'er"'ining PO C;dlibits by ?a:rk ilistorian Lee A. T2,.ll"-ce, Jr. 

B5 
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Financial assistance on sOIt£! of the exhih.its 'lmS given by the 

Eastern M.a.-tiona! Park & 1:0nlL"1Nlt As~ocil!.tion. Invaluable assis-

tmlcs ,.,,,,, received 1'= ~s·srs. Ja::es 'fl. HOlland and J. P.;ml 

Hudson; F.iswda11 and !.!use",-u Administrator, respectively, of the 

Region One offic~. 

The f~rst of the Fer~ent type ~rkers of cast al~-

inum wen inetalled in the "ark in ,,"cet'.berl 191!9, chiefly in the 

Crater arca. The contract fer these uarkern had bern let to Smieh 

Studios, !.lariettal Ohio, in June of the same year. This tyPe of' 

aarloor hal! a natural green background with patina green lettering. 

wh!:ch bl<mds in .;i th the SUIT01Jl'ldinr terr,;in. These units are 

also "",de on e design approved by the Service. 

In 1954. self-guidint tours of two sites within the Park 

were l"ut into oper:atiOl'l. For-I; WadSllortl! and Eattery Five. Copies 

of the origir.al 'plan of F"ort Wadsworth, drmm by" \hion ArJ!liT 6:161-

neers, were obMined.~ the Natiol'~'tl Archives. By these P~3. 

the site~ of bolWproot quarters, gun positions, a.."ld other features 

of tile fort could be easily identified. As the work of clearing 

Fort l','adsworth 71as cleared of thc la~t ranainint; brush pi1c~, and 

the last oE the inw,,?:retive =ker~. e.nd biO light field {;UJ1sJ 

'Were p12ced in the i'o:rot. 

I'.crll<lrt Ols~n .;a~ prepaI'i!lZ a histor.! of ?opla:ro Orove "aticn~.l 

56 
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C"-'lIetmy. Inouiries On eertain aspects of the Ceootery history 

had be,m frequent in the pust and a oOlrprehensiva histo:ry- of the 

cer::te 'rerJ \,ith a means of readily locating graves sere:ed to just:!.fy 

a major project. In addition to the histo:::-j of the oemeter:r~ an 

index card file of' knmm dead, alphabetically <,.ranged, Y.O!S ",1!.de 

UJd ffiFs 1o<1:1.oatj.u::; grave sites, walks J t.>lG rOrlt:"'']'.''11 and other 

features of the cemetery ,iere prepared. CO:pies of the hi~tory, 

indeJ<:J and maps l1ere placed at the Ce:!'_etery and at the ran: 

l.lwell'l where t),ey have since proved of i'":!lcroe ini;.e:rest and value 

to visitors. 

Tho public: rlas invited. th.rough nB'.f~paper puhlicit;y 

arlicles On the t110 oonourrent projects, to visit Fort. ,iadsworth 

and Popkr Grove National Cemetery on l~emorial my, 1954, at 

which t.i:oI.e personnel would be on duty at both p1.ace5 to :cender 

additimcl interrretive servioos for that day. Historia...'1s Olsen 

and ,faliaca were on duty ut the Ce,"eteI"".;! und Fort !ladsuorth 

respectivoly • 

On Sund,y, .Tuna 6, 1954. the self-guiding tour o~ 

Battcl"J Five '\faa form:?lly opened. ?-.lim.eographed sheets nith 

inforraltion on the area to corres"on<:1 with nwnb€red sbkas on 

t.lJ.e ground wcre pre;;.'!.red for t."-e footp.a th~ and for the road 

l"hich encircle~ tho a rm.. A i'e:;.turo of tho tour ,ias the r0-

ol"min" of 1!ort&.r Roa~l, which encircled the area. This rc.-:d. 

c.onetruct . .I:d. in the a~.rly de"rolorr~ent of the aroa. had been 

clo~ed fo:, a mlO:'.ber of years. Prh,u'W la."d acquisition an.d rc_ 
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t o obtain Park l :md for :penonal use Ufl(!cr any plan ..m.a~oever 

f or ced &'''1 "on-site" Ii)vl'H'3;i l of plAnnine for thie are<!. of the 

the one_t~ Mhol'llcshceM drive aooulI ~ttl!ry Five, the n9.1 plruJ. 

w<luld ~a k-e it. Ii "Loop Driw· , with ~ <me<nee66 on to State 

Route J6 (Hopel'lell RC"-d) iIvlte.:ld of boo. The reopeni.' /j: ot the 

drive heilltatell intel1'reta:t.lon of tr.e ~a :md makes tJde erea 

tiona of the enUn l'<lrl<. Al:tOile t hose who r.ade ilia first driye 

lIi.stot'ial 'I'ec}mieiaIl. 19J9-19b2 ~ did Clueh o~ thon histori cal 

reseal'eh on the Battery Ny" section of the Park. 92 

HOQIiI Sites ot Civi l l''.2.r A,,30ebt.1on - - -
The re,," no s tructures (houses ) of Civil W .. r date 

lltan<ling within the Pa rk today. Thoere I re , hOl'f('ver, the r emains 

of the bric): !'oIll)(!aUon ... of three h""!Jes of 'l7ert.ize assIlCUtJ.cn; 

Y/hitehill (Friend House), and the Jordan House. both in t he 

vicWt.y of Battery Fhe; a.nd the ! ouncbtions and ch~y of tt.tl 

Taylor HOWIe . l l)eated about 800 yarda direot l y east of the 

Crater. Both t..ltcI Jordan IkJll4e IiInd ihlt.eh1ll were u.scd as tii$

\lI!.l :station:! and headJuar ter9 b"J t.'Je !.Inion forceo in lt6h_1865. 93 

The 1&110r H~e waG bui l t 80~e t~ botneen 1800 and 

b:ro t her-in-la"l'l of Chief JlJ.:)Uca Joh:.'l ;!nsh .. ll. The ho~" 1""1: 
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which occu..'Ted in th",,- vicinity. For we r~nder of the;;ar 

the rui;1S serwd as a COlw"'...nient :r-ei'ere."X'e point. Re?orts omd 

correspondence of Union and Confederate o:fileer" for tilis period 

often refer to tha "'faylor House ll.tdns" or sh-ply ~the ruins". 

.-1. new hoc." of fra~\e cor'-'lL-..ucticn ,I<:;3 built 01! the 5a!r:a i'oundll.tiol".-S 

after the "sr. This structure r{l!l.!iMd until 19i19, 'I'1hen it l ias 

d:1.~'1tlmi. Fortunately~ the chi:mn<>yand foundations 118m "-21owed 

to <=.ai" int-.,ct.. 1.'1 f<,_ct. et the tlP.e, it 1'f29 uncertain that 

they belonged to the ante-bellWl rzsideacs, A study of ths Taylor 

H"""e site )!as .-.ad" in ord"r to dewmine tJls riMl dispo~ition of 

the ruins ".-'\d on Janu.c.I"'J 29. 1954, tr.e Re;ional Historical 

Architeot, hlnrel Brt!:llinJ in COD.PallY witb lJuaeJ.u Ailiinistrator 

J. Paul Hudllon, insp.!cted the n=ins and were conv-'...nced that 

they were of pre~·;;ar origin. Fo" O\line recomm,:mdatio)1.S of 1:1". 

Breslin. L-l,"ediate swps Viera tak",n by th", Park in stabilizing 

tile ruins, A concr3te ll":;>.sh ""3.S p£c\}d on top of the walls to 

prevent water seepase. and the cltimn<lY lias repail"ed ..nth a oonw 

crete cap. Itlssing bricks were replaced "'TId v.i!:'e:,; and other 

vegekt.iou nere removed flow. the site, F1ml.li,y, an interprs-

th--e =rlr.2r naB placed on Siege RO<'.d expla ining tl'fl l;'I.linB ami 

llUl.;, {',,,,,,iI1s,, of the brick foundations of the Jor&.ll House. 

89 
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Pet.e~burg Ifatioml 3i1li tary f£l: Uuri.ng 'Wor ld!:!!: !! 

In SG::U,cller~ 1939, conorete lo'l1S being ~aJ..WI~d from the 

,Iodd ,'a,," I b".lil<'..1nK" of C=p Lee t.hat. Oll"'" stood 1Iithin the old 

ca!J!l a re. .. hieh "..o!I:! been trcns!'ern;d to the ?ark. Thia I:le.t..erla l 

= Cl"lS~&rl ~d 0:;91 iod as :l1u'!'~e1nc to Fnk I'Q2~ tmn I,:,I\ '~O:I' 

con~t!'I>CtiQfl . llt:!!Ioli t..ion of these I'C!tin .... rs of ;,'ol'ld ,'lit' I ..... '" 

in progl'''''''' 'When tJ1e Ce~ J.:rur:/1:7'.archcd inw Poland. The 

paaeeiul soli tude that. !:ad exhted over this area "mee the end 

o£ 'Eorld "iar 1 n s .!10m to b e lII Ut lT\lpted by the advent ot 

and .ne,," eo. ..... f'lic t.. The bu:l:ldL<)g or ;II ~" (':iD;p ~. and t'orld 

liar II . l:Sre 1)011.')(1 to haVl'l oIiect or. t he dawl~nt o! Peter:sO\!rg 

National l.Illitny Park. By t ho t1;Ie " 1,U'V8j"S T/sN: heine made ot 

too nell ea!l.t=ent. October, 191.10 , Btepa had been ta!lsn in the 

tmt!.c i pat.i(ll\ of ~Nlble= t.ll.:;.t. lIQuld obv1~ occur. '!t.e roeeular 

1o!at.i0l1ll1 Farl< Sc2'vics .rl.ai"I and -the CCC were ale .... ..ed to the ""'" 

situation that exJ.e t.ed in the aroa . COO!>emtive =d f'riendly 

:relation~ weI'O ell wbli",hed betmJun the Park and Artilif o!.f:1cers 

in cha1'[;G of tho construction at C~ Lee. Activity at. !A..""'):l 

Lee ~~an to I\;:u 1~ re;>ercussi'lflS in thG Fark in NO'1e::1oor . J.9I.:Q. 

" h(;;1 tho ~r~or.71a t.er in ch.:I1'':jo req~$ted pen:ita to ~d..~ ce:-Wn 

l"O"-ds , thft e rec tion of te!"i ~=ar,. ~ C>'Ia .. lln~s , = d the ecne t"Jctioo 

of l'Iat"T 1lerk:; rese rvo1-rs end faell ttie3 within tilo i'1Itl( a r aa . 

1'm Secretar; of the Interior, in Dlce."oll l', 1940, granwd: to the 

:;.1'" oo;2went. a ptn"it t o lISC 100 .eres o r ?a!"" Pl'e98ri.Y tor 
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the location of 11 ho~ital. An additional 500 aCre" or P,,-rk 

land ...-a ", grunted unrler perrr.it in June, 1941. !'or the pUIpose of 

es'tablishinr; 2. QlJ<lrte=ster Training Seha"l. 

EecauM of the concentJ:'2ted activity- in the seotion of 

the ?ark adjacent to Ca.l~ leG, th<l rOll.d~ in that area took con

siderable l'utrisr-""m-~. Arranze::-.ell~ TiGTe w.de whereby the .'<r<.J;f 

'/jould otSSUI;1e :responsibility for mint..;,.ininr; the roads in tllat 

section of the Park. In OctoOOr, 19L.3. the Su.;eri!ltendent 

:reported that. "ith the ",id of the };rr.ry, the Park "as tilen in 

the best con<1i tiM it had oem since its €stab1i8hment. Amds_ 

tmce frO!'! the Amy WE.:'> withd:re:.m in 1947 • 

At!. in t.."fJe case of otlwr 1I2.tior.al Park Servico are<'.s 

located in close prori.l!ity to roain hietmay routes. Pctersburc 

llationalllilit<>ry Park b<lc<!ll!e in 1940" bivouac aroa for 

tra!'..slent trcops. 1\.CClocruOd!l.tions pN,ided b-f the p=r.: for the 

troop" consistea of about 10 aore~ of ca!"pi!lg and park:i.ng space. 

lI'ater, and wood. On March 26~ 1940, sme 900 lllen and offi.cero 

of the 18th fur:ineer Rcg:iJ.1eut enca"lped near Fort Swanan. en 

route fran Fort De.':!.n5, l'ass., to Fort i3e.nni.'Jg, Ga. Ju-st the 

previau" day to the vis:it of the e::J::;ineers. 30 ",en and of'fic()rs 

oj" tho 3rd ea'ialry had enc=!,Gd in the Fort St'ldrmn area. 

Of'fiaersho",- bo-!'h of these '-U1it ~ correctly pZ'C(Hr:tod that me,"", 

ar"",. unit>; would stop owmisht at Petersbu!,? Appro~te1y 

3.332 troop~ had bh-c!1l;J.c"~d 00 the ?ark by July, 19/:1; tho 

nur.'ber i'ollowin:; t/>.at date -lJas n~"li"ible. 
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In July, 191.2, the cee camp "hich had been in opel'a

tion :linee the S=Gr of 1933 l!as closed down. Until the closing 

of the =P J enrollees and a supervisory staff had carried out 

the nece:lsary- lIork ror the devel<lpment, maintenance, and pro~ 

teotion of the Park. Pl'ojrot Superi-'ltcndent John V. Cols-ron 

... .ilS t:rensfe:rTed to the S;'Jif't Crsek Recl'€ationnl n:".,onstratio.n 

!:rea Projec'o> as Project Supcrintende."lt on January 2. 19111, He 

lias succeeded at Ca-wp st.edaan by Nonnan A~ Buckley, who t>.ad 

until then been Assistant Park SUperintendeut. In August, 1941, 

the cee ca",]> was assigned to the National Defense Prog= and a 

aide caElp of 25 enrol1ee~ liaS set up to operate in the Park. In 

the last month of its e:cisWncQ the aV13rage streng-'"ch of the cal"lp 

'IOas 139. l!any of the enrolleea obtained .. ork in nearby defensa 

projcctl! al'llo::<t i=edilltely tollmdng the dissolution of "t-Ile 

cac.p. An an~, u..>:tit fro\!l Car.lJl Lea occupied the fotmer CCC 

bu!ldil'''::;s fro," the vlinter of 19U2 until Oetober3 19h4. In 

1949 the camp site 'IlaS cleared a..'1d J-l..are Hill was restored to 

its natural appeal'ance. A nw..ber of the CaJ!lP buildings Were 

moved ar!d com;er.ed into utlllt;r use 1'01' the Park. 

~lilit.ary g:roups~ chiefly from neighboring Camp Lee. 

cootinued to visi t the Park throu£;hout the war. Des:pi te shortage 

of tires cnd "tile rationing of gasoline, Park vbit<ltion by roili_ 

'\:.<>.ry pilrsonnel and chdliall!l continued in such a um.ber ~t in 

April. !9h2~ Su;:er:lntendo:1t O. F. Ilorthington. Jr •• t'IOported i:.he.t 
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more Pl'ODOIl.l"lCed. If theN llere =re visitors they could not. 

be acco!lL">Odated." Visitors in April~ 1942, 'Ware estilwlted at. 

22,h89. an increase of 2,638 over the yn'oceding Jlonth. Up Wltil 

the olosing of the eee =p in July, 1942, a numlJer of tr..e sn-

rollees _Te utili:;;ed as euid€s. After that date shoI'"'...age of 

inteI'Ilretive persOlUlel neces;o;itated, at time;'!, the closing of 

the Battery Five ccutact. station and the museum at the Cmter.95 

fust ~ ~v1S'lon Program 

Although Superin-w.'1.dent Floyd B. l'aylor had appeared 

previously on a local Cha",ber oj' Corr,;oorce TV program n;pres~nting 

Petersburg National llili tal1'" Park, the first. telf.)vised 1'1'0£=':1 

devoted entirely to the Park was present.ed on 1!ond;;;r, .~pril 23, 

1956. 1/hen the ent1~ Park stafr appeared on a fti""ueen lilinute 

prograllt, '\rlth serial title of "The Old J:lo.o.inion. n The ~n£ of 

the Park presentation lias the operation of the Park al'ld the 

functions cf its peNonne! rather than a de:3criptiw or histori

cal account ot the ?a:rk. '!hoss apFearin;:; ,.erel Park Superint..cn

dlSnt Floyd B. Taylor) Park Historians lee A. T.allace) Jr'J and 

Hmm.ro L. mick,; Chief Clerk l\ath..7Ile L. Anthony; Ranger tlelvin 

Proffitt; and the regular =intc~nce staffl Carcto.ksr Rudolph L. 

B:!Ahot; Norris Field, and Charles L. French, laborers. Insofar as 

is knorm. the prq= established two ~firsts"l (1) First tilr,e 

~ny area in the National Park Syster.l has I>VDr had its entire 

has appeal'od on 'ilio local ~t..'-tion ·iiDX-TV. 
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lX'ldication 

Petersburg llatiozw.l llilitary Pa.rk celebrated it.s 30th 

annivBr:!'U·'J with ;i.u n&;t.ablisl>_'1lent lb.y" prog= held at the 

Visitor Centa .. ~ J-1l7 3. 19,6. In oonjuncticn with the nEst.."!.bl1sment 

Dly" prq;:ran. the Visitor Center builr:!inS 1'i'a ~ tOI'1'"ally dedicated. 

Jw.t. foul' MY" e<>rlier Jr",::I03l'S of thB :,;",~ ew\ B:canch eta!! hitd 

arrived to in,o;tal1 the i;'C);B.inine emibits, thus co.:;>leting the 

lmlsetm exhibit pl..m which h",d been init.:.tarod "hen pilm! tor the 

building ccnversion ..-ere fOl'lllu1a.ted in 1954. 

Frankli.'1 W. &litb_. Pre31dent of the Petersourg &:ttle

field Park Association, the principal s:;;eaker~ ~Ias introdll<le.:l_ 'r:Jy' 

1falter T. J.lcGa.'ldlieh. S€creiar<J or the Petersburg futtlefield 

~e= Corporatio:1-. Hr. SlIith reYim;ed, in light of his mm 

experiences J the progro~s tha t ~IaS ",,,de in obtein'-ne land neCeS_ 

sary for the "ark. Don,n'S of land to t,hG Park, and probl"",,, in 

raising foods for the pUr<lmt;e of lamJ, l7He cited by 1!r. Smith. 

Foll''''ct"lg ~.lr. 9nith's a.;.Jdtoess, Sur:erintendent Floyd B. 

'Taylor intr<lGuced 1;;:;0 fontwr Superintonc!ents of Petersburg 

}btioll1l.1l.lilital'J ~arl1:J ClGcJ.r F. northincton, Jr" a.'1d Dr. J. 

,;al ter Col=, and =tbers of the <l.u6.icl".ca ~iho 1-.ad played a 

part :i,n tne dev21cp::ent Ol~ the Park, includinG offid.a.ls in 

the Rq;ion Or!e and 'i:J.sMl'€ton Offi.ces, 
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preparud address "nd spok" <;enerollyof the aims of t~ National 

Park Service =d of mSSrOlf 66. The e;wrci~es oonoluded l'!ith the 

cutt.i-'lg 01: tile ribbon by the Superintende . .'1.t a..'ld the Park staff 

lIhicil oi'i'icially opened the new lJUlJeum.
96 

The cer"",onics conducted at the Visi tor Center, July 3~ 

National J.lilita17 P"rk hiatory and the fruition o:f a project en

visioned amol! t 60 years ago by the Pet~rsb\ll'g !{ational Battle_ 

field Park Association. 
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}.P?~DIX A 

!.maer the .iar De"a!"-v/'!.mt 

Capt. Carter R. Eishop 
Capt. Henry Ii. CCH'V 
Lt. Col. H~!!l""J C. 

Je-iiett 
Lt. Col. J=c" B:qth 
Col. Tenny Ross 
l.!aj. Art.hur E. 

liilbcu.."'11 
Serl8N W. Jones 

--
T'tle 

C=. Ctuir,,= 
Co,.rnissioner 

C=. SecJ:"etary 
Co:rJII. Sccretaq 
Cenln. Secretary 

C=. Secretary
Ccrn:rlssioner 

• 

Peri cd of Service 

1928-1933 
1928-1932 

1928-1929 
1929-1930 

Jan. 1930 ~ June 1930 

1930-1933 
1932-1933 

Under tile ful);lrt:~ent of' the Interior 

B. Flo:rd Flick:inzer 
J. ,;alter Coler: ... n 
J. 1ialter Cola>.an 
Oscar F. Northing'"..on,Jr. 
Goorge F. ThIery 
nC~'d B. Taylor 
Bernard T. Cruopbell 

Actillt; Supt. 
Acting Supt. 
Superintend~nt 
Superintendent 
SUperintendent 
Su,::erlntendc!lt 
Superintendrnt 

1933-1935 
1935-1936 
1936-19.38 
1938-1946 
191:6-1952* 
1953-1956 
1956-

iOPark Ranger llelvin Proffitt served as Acting Superintenckmt 
durini,', the interiln. 

Allen C. ~rtness 
llelvin B. rroffitt 

Mis" Ruth Coplon 
;!rs. liilfred S. Dea-'le 
IJrs. Kathr'fll L. Anthorr.r 
Urs. Louise r.np,:el 
),irs. K-"lt..1u>-;.m L. Anthcny, 

Park lI.an;'ers - ' 

Clerks 

Oct. 1941 - June 1942 
Oct. 1942 ~ 

Jan. 1938 - June 1940 
Au:;. 1941 - :,~rc,., 19/:2 
1i<!y 1942 - No'!. 19411 
J:::...'1. 191;, _ ';$.".. 191/6 
Jan. 19h6 
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Branch Spal.di1lS 
GeoI"£e n . 0\1)1" 
i!;,.ruti..'18 C. Voor.u.s 
&le1eh C. Tt<yl c r 
f e rry O. UllldnsQn 
J cse9h Uill~ ~~r.son 
GeoI6e Y. Wllkins 
Cal v:ln Godda rd 
CJ.a renec L. 

His tcrieal Personnel 

Tit l e 

His torical Teoh. 
Jr. Historian 
J r . Perk Ki.stori a...""1 
J r . ?:ark lI.1:!lo!""'"-'I . .""l 
Ranzer- Hie torion 
J.~'"t . !li~t.orlcd 'iech. 
Jr. llistoriQOl,l Tech. 
h rk R.mger--Hi.!tori= 

Jr. F.istorieal Tech. 
h &. Historw..'"l 

J ohnson 
Rtl"n F.a.ppcl 
Hu["h V. nubba... ... !, 
Curtis Rell!Ni' 
~~Ci6 J , Luc~s 

nichard f! . Lyk~' 

Jr. !'<'.r}: !/.." .. ua:e;r.1'..j(ltorian 
ra r lt flilltor"'..an 

Do •• .,}::! D:1eirieh 
Lee A. Wallace , J r , 

PiU"k :t?.ncor_Rbtorl= 
Parle Ilbtor1an 
Histcd.c .. 1 Aid 
Histori Gil1 lid 
Par k Historlt.n 
Historieal Aid~ ' ~i;<~. ,," , 
Park Hillwr1An 

Frank B. Sarle~ , Jr. 
Herbert Ol~en 
Yre.nic1.in A. Cain, 
II<maro r.. BUcll: 

J r . Pan Hi(ltor:l.an 
Park IfU;tor:I..vJ 

- -_ ... - -

• 
Period ot Service 

June 1936 ~ July 1938 
July 19.36 ~ June 1938 
July 19'.36 - !:ept. 1940 
~brch 19'37 - :.iay 19M 
JII'lC 1937 - Oct. 1938 
Ccl . 19'J9 ~ llucil 19h2 
JUJ1e 1940 - ~r.il 19/a. 
June 1939 ~ Oct . 1939 

July 19u2 • June 1944 
J:o .... 19h1r. - ~c . 191:.6 
June 1947 ~ Sept. 1947 
Dee . 1946 • Jan. l.9l!3 
Ju.r>(I 19b8 ~ s.pt. 19lt9 
Sept.. 19'11.11 - 5e;rt. 1951 
Jun!l 1950 - Cct. 1950 

cct.. 195"0 - Feb . 1957 
Nov. 19,1 _ Feb . 1953 
!!ay 19,3 _ J\Ille 1954 
August 19$4 - Aueulit 1955 
Sept . 1955 -
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APPENDIX B 

Frlen~ of Petersburg I~ati0n21 Uilitar;r Park n<m 
living are far too m~;,crOilll to list here, but ~uch a listing 
would have to include: 

lli.5S Anne V. limm, p"te.,."burg, Virgbia 

Petersourg Chapter, United lhuehters of' tilG Confederacy, 
Potel"s!rIlrg, V;irginia 

Ladies lieuorial Association, Petersburg, Virginia. 

Chamber of Cor:o~'!rcg, Peter~'ourt. V~rgi.'"lia 

orr. Roy Ash, City llanager, Petersburg, VirGinia 

Hon. ',~atkins Abbitt, Represelltative Fo=Ul Congressional. 
Distriot of Vnginia, App<F.attox, Virgil'.ia 

Chicago Civil \'far Round Table, Chioe,go, Illbois 

Ricl'JlIond Civil -':ar Round Table , RichIllond, Virei!ua 

Petersb\l!\r Civil f'ar Round Table, Peter~burg, Virginia 

Petersburg- Battlefield l!useum Corporation, Centre Hill 
1!an.!lion 1!u.se=, Petorsourg, Virginia 

Roy 11. Pickard, Keene, Nmi fun!pshire 

Rotal."'J Club, Petersburg, Vi1:'ginia 

Lions Club, Petersburg, Vir£inia 

Gelll'l ;<l.l Hcr::ard Peck.~, 1], S. Amy- Retired 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• • 
A??E:mn: c 

Sigr,ed by ?J;'€sldent Calvln Coolidee. July 3, 1926 

"LYm;'LIC -- 110. 467 -- 69th CONGRSSSJ 

0' R. 781]] 

An Act 10 e ~mblillh a natio~'ll!'j.lita:!)' park <rt the 
cattle fielc'.s of the sieee ot Petersb=g. Virginia. 

::E IT ~!A;;T;;:D sr 'l'ffr: SE;<;.T:r: A:m RGLB2 OF RU'R.~81T.'l.'i'IVES O~ TIiE 
UNrr?D ST.~~".':S OF' .!.:'.it1'.IC_~ J1J CO~iG~8 ASS?~!aLF,D, That in ol'd<"Jr to 
CC"'7Ja.."lo:ro.te the Ca..'Q<i.iVl and sic;:;c and defel'.1)e of l'etersbuq;. 
Vi!1linJ.". in 1864 and 1865 and to preser-ve for historical purposcs 
the bl'\Jilst,;orJr-s. c"ru-r"iork~. "nalls, or other defenses or shelters 
Ulled "'J ,"he armes t,%'H'ein t<'", b--:lttle i'lQ,J.<; at PBtcrobU1'g, in the 
State of Vir;;L'lia, are hel'Oby declared a national mlit.'u-y pe.l"k 
whenewr til{! title ta the s~'e sMll h~,~-" bOEn ac,"uired by the 
United Sta.te ~ by donation unn t<Je usual jurisdidion OVBr tlw 
lands and ro;;.ds of tne ~1!.l!le shull he:,,,, be~" rrE.ntad to n_" United 
States b:r the State of Virginia -- that fa to say, one hundred 
II.lld ei:>;ht;J-i'iw acres or sO much th"rcoi' as tho C-.{lCNWr-J of ;',ar 
~,ay eoer.: n,,00Ma,,,, in and about the city of l'etcrsburJ, State of 
Vir"in:!z. 

Sec. 2. 'i'h;lt the Sccr'otaryof ,':ar is hereby authorized to aocept, 
on bclwlf. of tha Un.tted Staw~ , domUon" of lands , interests therein, 
or r:1:;:hw p']l't .. dnj ne t;'ereto l"'p.'l:'-'.ired for th" Pewrsbure k,Ucn.al 
Mill ter-.f I'ark. 

Sec. 3. 'l'h<"l affairs of the Peterl'lou!,(; Nnticnalllilitary Park sm-.ll, 
subject to the ~uperv1sion ;:!n<i (]:!.~c'.;ion of tile Secretary of ;·ar. be 
in ciPme of three c=ission"l"'s, con~ist.ing of Arwy ornee:!'!>, 
eivilians, or both, to b!> ay:>pointed by the Sscrsuny of W:;.r, one of 
r;ho;:; shall be GGsignated <"s ehail"latl and 3Jlo"t-"t,er 0'.3 ~ecretarJ of 
tl:e coon:'.e3icn. 

Sec. h. It ~h.().ll be the duties of t~,e ec:·;.'i~sion>;!'"" ll..'1der the 
direc:t.1o'1 of the Soc);·e-t.'i.!"J of ";ur, to 311l'e::'intend t"D cpC.'"l:!...'1{; or !'e

fOlic of 5,,,: .. 1-[ roads as itiJ.y'of; nece;J&-u,:..- to tr.e purpos"" 0;' the park, 
a:e.G to ascertain and !lUrk ",ith histol1.c..'l tabl",t,..s or other"'isil, as 
tr.e 'eere"';;;.!';.' of ~'''a!' =:;,.- cctc!"".j.ne, all brca5t;;,eZ'i<:~, G~_::,·t.h, ... ()rk5, 
"alls , cr Q-~~"" dCi'C.'lS36 or 5heJ:i;.er~, lim:s 01' baU;la, looe.tion of. 
tree?", b;.J.ilc'in:~, ,,;cel otb-,", h1::;to"t'iC31 !,oints of inteNst ;;i~n:'.n 
'.;he ".crk or in ;.ts 'ii'::i_r.:: t;r, and W" s::ici co;c;:,i"dcn in e,;t.:l')E~:,;-":: 
~?:e :_'::""{ s:-,,).1._1. ~I~·;~ ~-"-,~,,'~:rit~,, ll.."-""" t'18 dL'<:-::+"icn of t?:c :'>cc",,-~_':";r 
01" -::'~', t·~ [:1,)1:(( ,,;CC;,! L,'JCC" ""'0_ G~·rviC'., <!-; C""~2~ to 00 ii:('''] '0;' t::e 
,-",-;;.,'",,:- cf -;-""', .~"";d. to O;/~.,i..,,- ~.~~:, ['j·J;·lir", ,,: ... ,i ,,::Lr'_Ll" t·- ;_:,~, 

--~. 
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Sec. 5. The cocoission, a~tinf through the Secretary of War, is 

authorized to recflive rifts and (lontrlbutioJ\S .fro", States~ 'I'el'I'i
tories, societies , oreani:;;ations, and indbiduals for L'le PetcrSt;Ul'g 
National ~'i]it.aI"J Park: PROVIDED, 'i'l'.at all contributions of mooney 
receive:.! shall be depo5it..ed in the T-.roaGury of the T.i!lited States 
a.ml creciJted to a fund to be ce(li~ated 'J'etershur;; Halional 111litarJ 
Park i'IL'ld,1 which tu.'"ld shall be apphed to ar.d €;<pended under the 
direction oJ: the Secretary of War, for earry.1nc out the p::,ovisions 
of this Act. 

Sec. 6. It. shn.ll be k-"t'ul for "t'le au':noritie", of any St:J.te hating 
had tr<:Kl?s engaEed at PeteI'stUTG. to en'~r upon th~ 1e.nds arId 
apPN'lches of the PeterslnU'", 'latiow.l :'_;ll:l.t.'\ry ;;ar" for the P'U'poss 
of ascer-mining and roarkinc th", lines of battle :if troops enuaged 
therein, PiiOVIDF.D, That before arty such lim", are per~:lil_'Hm-tly desi:.;_ 
nated. the position of the lines and the p:roS'c~cd ];luthocls of I'l5I.rking 
the:" by !IIomncnts, i:.&o1ets, or other-<'!ise, inc1uui!'g the de3i~n and 
iru!crlption for the sa"l". shRll be ~ubmitted to the Sec:reta!"'J of War 
a.'ld shall first roc"" ... .." r.titten _P9ro"'cl ci' the 3ec~'CtaryJ which 
approva2 .5h2.l1 be lased u~on r"rn;al wri tt.en reporl-s to 00 • .ade to 
bin in each ca~e by the cc;nnissioners or the park, ?ROvrDED. That 
no discri.~nation shall be =00 aga.IDst ;;my State all to the l'la..=er 
of dcsifnating lines, but any gl'ant "",,,de to any State by the ,'iecre
tal"'J of i';ar !i12..y be used by any other State. 

Sec. 7. If n.ny f'8i"SOIl shall, except by pemission of the Secretary 
01 ,ar, destroy, lIl1tilite. deface, injure, or ra;IOW omy monument, 
c01=, statues, nemorial structures, or "IIol;'k of art that shall be 
erected or p:Laced Upon the grounds of tlle park by lar.fUl authority, 
OT shall destroy or remoVE "Ily tence~ tailinGJ inclcsllriJ~ or other 
work foT' the protection or ornc.':$lt of' said park~ Or ~nyportion 
thereof, or shall dsstN.f. cut. hack, be,l;'k, bl'Cak COl'ffi, or other;,ise 
inju..Y'fl . ny tr.:-a, bush, or ~hrubb€r:- that JrF.:' be [;I'o;,in" upon said 
park, or .;;hali cut d"""l' Q,," £eU 01" ,..',"ove .any w"ber, battle r elio, 
tree or treEls g N,,;_'13' or beinG upon s"id park, or hunt witlJin the 
U1:rl..ts of the park, or shall rEmove or destroy any breastworks, 
ear',;hYlOrk:!:, ~i8lls. or o'~hl!r defenses or sholkr or any part thereof 
constructed by the arml..ell ior;""'rly engazed in the battles on the 
l".llds or a,r;roaches· to the park, any rerson sO ()l'fendin,~ GIld fmmd 
guilty ther(lOi"" betore any United State" corcr.J..ssiOnel" or court, 
justice of ths :;oe",ce of the COIL'lty in which tlJ", ofi'e=e )Jay be 
OOI1;litted, or any other court of ccnpei:.ent jurisdiction, "mE for 
e!lci!. ",,,d e"''''reT SU"il off';lDse torfeit and p" :r a tine, in the d1uc~etio!1 
of the ~aid tfn.'..t-ad 5tGt",s co~s~ione>.' or court, justice of the 
"peace cr other court, necorCin" to the aSEravation o!' the oi'fen.se, 
of not less t.'w.n ::,\5 no!:' IW!'<l t.n..,n ;500, one_half for the usa oj' the 
p"-rk anJ tilS oUler half to 'o''D ini'ora"L'l'o, to be enforce;!. and 
r,~c()",cl'ed befers sllch Unite<l States cO!'illi~ sioner 01' oonrt, justice 
of tile l'"uce or o':Lcr cour'~, in li;w ;~"l1,ncr as debts of li"~ Jl;ctl.:::"C 
"re l1,0Ti by law reco.,-,:mo1e !n tr,e S~·'Clo;:, 1 COlilltiQS ".h£re the O,-'£';'n;,,, 
'.::..;; "c co;.';:;itteci. 
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Sec . S. 'Fha Seeretaq ot riar l subjeot 1.0 the approval ot the 

"resident, shall have the po>mr to /lake and dn.U -:ce aU need.fUl 
l'\lleg and Ngu.la.t1ollll fo r the care a! the park , Uld 1'01' the 
establl8~~~ent and I!IB.rking of lines of battle and other historical 
features or the park. 

sec . 9 . Upon (l<XIj)l.etic:n of tOO acqUisition or the land and the 
york or the cQ'JmssiOll . the Secretary or t'ar shall render a ~port 
thereon to CongI'llse J and thereafter the pa.rk SMll be pl eoed in 
cil<!rga of a 611pl!~:!n t.en.dent at a salary t o be f ixed by t.hoo: Seereta:ry 
or rollr ant! ;>a!d out of the aPPt'09riatiOtl ava.i1abl e r<lI' tlla 
lD2inter.anco 01· the 'Park. 

Sec. 10. To ~ble t he Secretary of War to begin to CI1IT'J" Qut t oo 
provisions of thi3 Act , there is hereby authorilecl to be appropriated 
not more t han the $= Ql 315 ,000, out ot any monoyEl in the Treasury 
not otheX"'/4se epf.r~l'iated, to be 3"r.!ilabla IDltil ex,;en<bd, a...."ter the 
United States haG acquired title, 2nd d1sburJeMnts unoor thiu Ad. 
shall be annm.lly reporvEld b-; t he Seoretaq of ·lle r to Goncl'Gss . 

.~ppl'<)ved . July J. 1926 . ~ 
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1. 

2. 

3. 
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Letter f1'OC Hcadqc.'l.rtera Quarte .... ~ lltcr Re3~rch a.,d Develop
men t. l'i e l d 3vallL'lUo:\ ~C':lt:'" Fort Lelt , Vimirti.l , ~"oI'\loilr-J :n. 
~9S6 , to Ch,w.boer or CQ;J~.c ree . Peter:sbl."rC . Virginia. 

'at1rn-",l Arc-'rlvc,; of til , ltnlt.e::l "~'",,_, 
17, ~Io . 102, >.:0,. 2). 1952 (r.uh 1ngtom 
OHi~) . h716-20. 

$. British o,:er:o.t1ons in Vi r ginia in 1761. PrejAred by the C1 .... 11 
Vlorka AdIllinistra:t.!on Hhtorical Surf, Petersburg National 
Wil1tuy falie, January 1931i.(T'yyed 1.lS ) Library" Files , ?et.crs1mrij: 

7. 

e. 

,. 

10. 

n . 

Ib.t1ouru. 1iil1tuI""f "ark . 

!'ete'r$b~ 
Virp.rt_ 

J..i8.jor _ !.IUlo!< "Rlwtling Ynnlree Beefsteak:J.~ 
Rich;:J.ond 1, and AU,&ust 8, 1943 . P.e,.rlnted 
in the Se:;>tailber 2 and SGpto:ilier 9. 
1956 . On i'et.ersbu..'1; Civil rlu Round 
'fable , . or !l Jwrtion Ol~ too r oute 
(ll;)v'!N!a rdd, Se"te:.ber 14-16, 1.86L Aypr w.:!.!l&tcly 
125 ~rsons f..l!.rticil ate!! i ll tho tour nldc..'l 't<'!.l.: the first or itl> 
~.':i on re::o!'<l . 

A.'IQ1'I:-., _~ . H~'h:.."'OjIl . The 
York, Ciw-rlcll Scrl~"ri C) 
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12. Thi~ l e tter by an unknOffllliTiter was printed in the Pro(:re~s
~. PetersbUl'g, 'lITf,iniil, June 20, 1932. 

13. Iai1.y Index-Appeal, Peter:sbure, June 20, 1907. 

14. D:!ilz Indro::_Appeal, lJal'ch 12, 185S. 

15. Heroort Olsen, Poplar Grove Nati=al Cemeter-J Hiswl"'b 
PeteTIlourg National lJilitar-J rark, Virginia, May- 31, 195h. 
MS study in Park files. 

16. Notes on the Sl'.a. .. ·lds and Awry Houses, Library filen. 
Petersburt," National )!iHtary Park. 

17. PrOfr<lSs-IndexJ July 28, 1935. 

18. Toid., June 20, 1932. 

19. llicrae. 22- ~ •• 176. 

20. u. R. Brooks, 
SOllth Caruline.: 

21. Progress_IndG::c:. April 30, 1931. 

(C01='oia, 

22. Fror.l statclllmta b;r Mr. fund A. Lyon, Jr •• and ravid A. qot!. III, 
Petersbure, Virginia, personal intervievr, Lee A. Wallace, Jr" 
JanW'-ry 1956. 

~~:if~~~:;ij:;;~ G" n<>ral Thlhon<> ' ~ post_ 
war political career 'I'laH enough in 1927 to c"u~e 
Jiahone!s roonur.ent to be erected at the Cra tor rather than 
neal'ell' t.l1e city as originally p12.rmed. The sa!i1e anti-',!abone 
e1e~ent 1-~ Petersburg also t.~arted a nova to na2e the presa~t 
Crat,n' Rood (U. S. Route #301) in honor of General l\ahone. 
F:!;'Cm statel"£nts of Miss Arm V. ~\am, Fet(;rSoUr", 'iirzinia, 
personal L'lten"i€-.r, Lee A. ,{allace, Jr., Janua:r-;r 1956. 

Sora Font-:l:1..ne lliury- Davi&on, 
l2£-lBf.!l Uashinctcn: 1903), 

Profress-~, Ju,,€ 20, 1932. 

roid. 

27. Cle,,:e!1t O;'1".\!!s (cd.). Ccnle'2e!':lte :~iHt"-:r-J Hi~tor;r, IE 
('iirZi.'1i;;, 701u:r.e), 739. 
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28. IRUl Ind€'x-Ap,u'a.l, I(arcb S~ 1896 . 

29 . ~. # li&.rch 26 J 1.898 . 

)0. ~ •• _~pr:11 5. 11l98. 

)1 . ~., Jm,,, 20, 1907 . 

,32. !!&2 •• Aoril ::>a. 1.901 . 

33. 

34. 

>S. 
)6. 

31 . 

JIl . 

39. 

'0. 

u. 

I bid., Ilay 7. l907. 

~ •• !lay 19, 1901. 

~ •• ~y 22, 1907. 

La~ siter Pape~ . Corre:lpon<!ence relatinr; to llc:ttorial Road 
PJzn arod the O!sta.bli~~c:'lt of a park ilt Pct.e1":lbuxg . 1'.JI.¥ 
Jw.e. 19'09 . Librttl"'h Petel'Sburg National !iilitol.rJ PaN: . 

N6w Yor k Harald, Apri l 1.9, 1912 . 

Letter f1'OCl the Hen. l'at.rlck ii. Drem'y, Representative f'ourth 
Virginia. Congre,.,'lior..:!.l rd.s t:r1.ct, Febnl1l r'j' 28, 1n4, to 1.!re . 
E. J . Nixon, Pet.ersbure. Virsini • • Typed copy lot'ned to t.'le 
Petersoorg !lat icnal UUitar-; Park through the courtesy of 
!liss Anne V. !!ann, fewn;bo.u1!: . 

J'rQa :stateml!nts ';:Jy :':r . ~:a1ter T. lC_cCandllsh. llJ, . tlll:rld !..yon • 
.. nd lIis:. Anno 'I . ~. Te$1 (!Dn ts of Pct.ersb~j pel":'lonlll 
inool·vh!· .... Lee A. I!:i.lb!ce, Jr., J.uruuy 1956. 

,r -
42 . of ~~ 3ie~c of l'ettr~bur6 . 

of Represel'lwttvcs, 
Va. J J{e .... rin:3 ~ beleN 
of Reprc~~nuti1;'as . 

• Feb:t'U<!TY 8 , 1926 ('i:1!.9h1Ilt;t<m: 
!,~ . )-6. 

b). ~N"3ioT!.11 Rceo~, 69tn Cor..: ., IGt SeilS., p . 187). 

lJ:. ~. , 2615, 12625. 
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16. 

h8 . 

,0. 
,1. 
,2. 
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Ill' . Fr<J.J!klin ) .• &li t.h, i' l!I tcr~J;rurg , Vireimt!.; renlonal 
intern""' . Leo A . '.allaolil , Jl'., J~.ll"a::y 1956 . 

19M. 

at the SattlG!i clds 
-r9g: 

Import, fot.el'soorg !i;!.t1011111 !lilital}- I'ark Goruuisoion, 
Libnty, Peu:rs 'o!cg lis.tional "illtal;Y Park. 

Qv.oWd in Report tor t.'!. 19)1;) F10cal Year , Feten;ourl !~t.lonal 
IOillt.1.ry r ark Cce::rle.sion. 

Report; for the Fisc;u TenT 1930, -"e tersbulb N.o.tJ.cnal llUitary 
Perk COII'J:'i:Isl on , Files, i·e t ersbl.lr" National Io!llitaxy 1-arJ( . 

Sp e ci;>.l oroel'S No . 2S0 . NO'l",lll9r 30, 1929, :'far r~p.!trbi!cr.tJ 
llashin;;:t.cn, D. C • 

5foe1al Orde!'3 ~o. 68 . 1l.tirch 22 , 1930, Tar Depl!l'~.ent, 
V:a~hington. D. C, 

'!.I .. ),nu~cript on the Peter sburg lfationa11'ilitarl Vark prcpl.red 
for r eleasa t o Pete:r~buri and Richmond n01WpaPBrtl b;r Gapt. 
Jef fnq :.wntaeue, !·~1 19.32 , p . 24 . Lib:rezy •. "ete:rs\)uza 
NatioB.ll lli litary Park . 

r ... :shinglon ~. Ja n~ry' 6 . 192'9. 

$$ . Repel". .. f or the Fi llc:al Yea r 1$)0. Peters1nl1'g National J.al.1ury 
Park ~lIsion. 

$6. R~ort or U!@! l'flte rsburg Na tional !o!il1t .. :ry P;.rli: C~8s1ea. 
for t.r.e Fisc<,-l Yllar 19)O. p . 2 , ' 

57. ~., 1931. 

·58 . ~., 1932. 

59. ~~ •• 1933. 

60. ({,,!,ort. en IJeveU:!::cent of j'ctor:so\!J'; &tllitield I'.tr~ . 
Ilo .... :::ber 2k. 193) . 

62 . COIT\ls,>Cl'l<JHlca en 1!1";)\lJlQ bra...e.l::1r.c "l'TCO'''!''l, 7 ew;-,;bt.rJ lUUoml 
!:Hik~~' "'~::i; . 
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6). Par k Hfstcr.;-.Io 1932 to 19.37, Petersburg ~Uonal IJ.lUt.ary 

~ark . April I , 1937 . 

61: . hl1f.l'I:!ss - !rulcx, Jul,. 17 , 193). 

6$. f rq; raes-Incle:<, June 20 , 1932 . 

66. !<aHor.a! Park Serviee Ac!I!l.l..nb trathOl l.!m= l , vol UJ!l\l I , 
Part 100, Chapter I, ?~g' !o~r. 

67 . Petcr3b~g Pr?bru~s-lndax , AUCU3~ 6, 1933. 

66. Profjress- I!ldex, Au,eust il, 1913. 

69. A..'Vl ..... l Report f or tile Fiscd Year Wine Ju.ne 30, 19)6, 
Petersbur,::: I'a ti<mAl. llU1ury Park. 

70. Her~rl Olsen, p~ Gro'O'e I>aoUoml C=et.ery- Mistorb 
Petersbur.:: NatioMl Elit.t.ry Park, V1:rginiil, !!.ny 31 , 19$'1.. 

71. Prosrcs~-lncex. April 30, 1931 . 

72 . Supe~-lltendent' a Report t or 'iec~l Year 1939. 

73. Superintendent's Report fo r Fiscal real' 191:0. 

74. 

7$ . Prot;res1!.!nrlex, Api l 30. 1937 . 

76. ~tt.J~' c1 t . , 20. 

77 . S"oIyerlntendent's J.nI'I1la! Reports f or the Fi~cal Yea1'8, 1937- 1950, 
il..!ld :':onthly Har:r.atiw Reperto , 1942-1952, Libm:ry filee, 
F.,ters~ure llat.1on.!! l.!iUtary Park. 

78 . ?ark History, 1932- 1937 . Lib;r<.r;,' rile~1 PetershU!'('; National 
lJ.ili'to:!ry ?ark. 

19. Pro[Nss- Index, fue e::-.ber 13, 19$5 . 

80. CW?i1.ed rN'" i'a l"" Rutor;, 1932-1.937; and Super'...ntoen:icnt ' s 
UOI'Ithl:r a.!Id Anm:zl Ito;xrr w , 1935"-19>6 . 

61. r:c.r.ora.""lrr.::! RepGr:' ot Activ:!:t!e:l ot Hisi.c-ric.!..l- Zdu=at!C:l Surf , 
htErllh;u-g iia t.iO/:al IUlit.ary hr:', :.t;,y 15- .31, 1934. "p. 2. 
L1lm;.r;! f:i1~s , r ~ter::~11ll! H;;:L1on:!.l !.!i E::.arJ h r k. 

, ,; 
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82. Progres".Indcu:, July 17, 1935'. 

83. Ja..YlmI",7 (1934) Report Qf the Modeling Depart.rnent, Petersbu.."S. 
Virginta, Civil ~;'orks /:drninistration File, October 1933-
l:a.y 193h. Librar-,:r files, Peter:sbure N:1.tional L{llitury Park. 

8/). Data COqJiled from SUperintendent's A!mml and :Jonthly Reports, 
1936-1957. 

85. Ibid. 

86. Ibid. 

87. SU;>srintendent's Monthly Report, llay 1941; and Park Historian's 
F.cport..3, 1951-1956. 

89. "An Ordnance llatiOllal Park _ Petersburg Earthworks to Yount 
Civil Tar Ca'L'lon OnC€l lIors". An\[ Ordn"nce, XVII (Janu,,,-ry_ 
February 1937). 223. 

90. SUperintendent's 11onthl;r Reports, June 19JO..April 1910; File 
00 Artillery Park Project. 

91. lnior;cr.:.tion on the Reproduction of the Homr, "The Dictator". 
01' ~feta!'sburg Rxpressn ~ A 13_i!l<lh Sea-C<2t Mortar Used in the 
Sieee of Pewrsburg. Librar'J files, Peterstr,ll'g Hatier",! llilit.o.r'J 
Park. 

92. Superintendent' s Honthly liarrative Reports, 1936-1954. 

93. COrM:s;:oocmce r<>J.,<>.tin:.; to histoIY of \'hltehill (Friend 
House). I,ibrury files. PBtersbuI'[; Natiom.l liilitary Park. 

94. ParI< Histol'ians Herber~ Olson and Lee A. tiallace. Jr., 
Study of the T~.ylor House Remains, February 17, 1951:. 
!I$ StuC& ill Files. Petersburg Nationd ),!ilihlY Park. 

95. SuperinteO'.dent's ,:onthly Narrative Repo!'ts, 1939-1945; 
Troop Usc of the Pa:.-k. Pew:.-sburg National !lili.tary Purk. 

96, StQO'ri.'1tsnd'mt's HonW.y I'",-rrative Report. July 1956; 
i'Btersour-" rz'or:ress_Index. July 5. 1$'56. 
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Altm!ll Report;, ot the Pel.el"Sb"u.r& fla tiOlll!.l l.:i.llt.:! rJ" r ule C=1s3ion, 
(19:<3- 19))) , l..1b='Y,. Pe U!.:"$bur.;: ~::oti=l '!il1t..2rJ Perk. 

Bl'ooka, U. R. (cd.) . ' {Colu,-.bf,lI . 
South COl'ol~: 

Confe~r<!te Vot.eren (Januaty 150:5 ) . 

C0!lffI'£!8s1ond Rocord~ 69th COTlfl:TCS8. 1s t. Sc,,:dcn (;.Ashi/I(l t.on. 1'126) , 

Davidson, Nora FOI1taL'lQ • 
1662-la66 ( -:.a ~hir1.;;t.on: 
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Lassiter P2.per~, ?Jay. June 1909. Library, fetersbu:."g 1Tation.al 

!.lili tary Pa rk. 

~. Volme 8 !lo. 20 (1fay 13, 19ho). 

Lyk~G, Riehard 1,2.:;<<10, Pewrd,urg wtt.lef'ields. HatioMl Park 
Scn"ice Historical H:mdcooK sol"ies !lo. 13 (\,'ashineton; 
O.?O., 1951, Re.'1s('d, 1956). 

J.!acl'ae. Th.vid, The ,I..""ricc_"-s "t :':0;08 (llCl'l York, E. P. Duttcn 
&: Co" Inc;;--l9;'i2y.--- ---

ilatio,"-,,-l Archives or the 
17. No.1;::>;', li<>.y 23. 
Office). 

Official ~le:lor:a.."1da. COI'Ttl,,>,ond.ence and Reports, 1926 - 1957. 
office Md libmry files, Peten;hu_",,>: National l.liUtary Park • 

Olsen, Herbert, Poplar [}rove National Cec::{)ter-,f Hiilwr-.t, ~etersbure 
l'at10oo1 I<ilitary Park, IIey 1954. 

Petersburg Natiom.l MilitaI"J Park Co~rroi3s5.on. corNspondcnc(), 
(1928-193J). Librar-J filc~. hters'ourg NaHoed l.:iHt..".ry 
?ark. 

Petersburg ~fa.tional I.!ilitary" Park Historical_Educational Staff, 
Civil Yforks A&ini'3tration. "British Cperntioos in Virciniv; 
in 1781," Petersburg National1!i1itary Park. J<mlLlr,r 1931:. 

. lk',f3,,<,, ~{)rs 
<-


