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I Ad::dnistrative Data 

A.. • Na.me of· structure For't Haskell 

a.. Proposed Use ~ 'l'his structure l-Jill be a major stop on the 

self-guided Par1A 

Justit:Lc:2.ticn for such use- The restoration of Fort, Haskell 

is reco..'nmended as the most efficient means or int_erpreting. 

. .. fo:t'tification as it ¢sted 4ii.rlng the f et~rsburg 

C;npeign of lS6L~-1s65. This battJ.ef:~ld has exteni?l~ 

re;-11.ains of scme 28. field works a..TJ.d sane thirty miles of··. 

.fortified lines. Restoration of one of these sites would 

vltalize • a phase of milit,ars history that is q_uite removed 
' . ' • . . 

o~ary tlsitor 1 ~ know:Ledge. • One w:Ll.l be able to 
: 

how the _soldiers besieging th~ city or. fetershirg itvecl. 

hew they .-:ere· protected from the stprm cf fire from the 

Confe<lerate positions~ •• Sincci ·.both -~:l~~ttisecl, similiar 

restoration· i-iii i :alio • s~'rnve, to sh6w ho~ their 
•. 1.':-~ • • • • ;'.;:,:: .• ··i.";.:;.: .. -.:/: ·, 

:_·-;;,: >- "'.·' '·< __ ,.::-.. __ :_ . .:·_,.-.-.:: ·. ', '.' .·: -·:.·.~·.:<_.".· ·:..i•_.~_:.---~-... \ .. ;_'·_·._·:-,_ :· ···:-;_ --'. :_ .. 

to hold so_ many miles .. ot .siege line £or 
_ ._ i·••·:_•·_/J\J.:;-:>f:,\ -.>W°Ar·:::t;::·:y;::+/T·:r.·_·,· )/·•-•\,,.•_.;·,".":0:\. 

$0 few men~ The difficulty iri attacking ·-, 
:. ·:-:~ .. ,. 

a posit:ion 8.S For'.-~ Haskell an.ct 't,he r~aso.n r/ny one 

'Ch e. '.:Ol'k could be eqi1al_ to three of a.'1 assault for-cc 
•. •. •. . ···,·. __ .:' ·._ •• 

easily b-e Sf.:CD. rli-,m thfs c6,1plicat~ct d~fensive system is 

tfo painting or mod~l iiou.ld. have the sa:::1.0 

as an, c?.dt,al • reco~~trJ:cti~,. ·_ Fo:F'f. Haskell 
-· . . . 

~las chose~'1 for its histo1'5.c iirtpOrta.nce as a :vital ~rt in the 
;. .. ,··: . -· .. 

• repulse of the Confcd.,;rat.B atte.ck aga:i.nst the Union lines 
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8.t Fent, sted.'I!8Jl on March 25., 1865 ·and because of it;.; ideal 
·: • ;·- -. . . . . • . 

lccation i?J. regards to visitor accessibility, protection, 
. . 

arid maintenance~ ·Due to its present pronounced and extensive 

remains, niost; if not- all, of th~ r~~rlred earth could be 
- ·acc¢red from the immediate vicinity. Much of this earth 

~ould already be at the site itself. 
. . 

_ :Provisions for opei-a.ting th_e structur: _ _ ~e proposacl one-
., . ... '. 

'tfa.Y Park te-ui' thNltgh the Petersburg battlefields \tiill be 
.. -~ ~- . , '~ 

'our major visitor attr;/ti~n/ T'n~ -recoostruc£ed' Fort Ha.skell 
. • .'- . . .•· · .. _, ·•. . __ ;. .' '. .. _,. . 

a majo; stop.·· The trail th~ugh. this ~xhibit, in. place ~-11 
• • -.... : ·_•>;;··~;t:·::,_>·"<{> ... ~-i--•• : ~.-. 

_ be ase1f~guid~d one "rd.th ~~leers arid e::-du.bits to interpreL ,·::, 

the· ~rea.° 'to the visitor. - lf ,futur€: conditions '¼'"a.rrent., 
r. 

interpr-etive personnel could be -stationed at :the site du:dng 
,·_.'•,·/<·. • 

pea,k vi.siting 'times• It is believed, however., that "Ghe 
:~--.:···.;.,_:_-: •• • •. ~ .· . ~_ .. ,. . ~-- _ ..... _.•·.:-

;· • '· se:µ-.:.~d~d tour ,,iill adequately· p~vid~ )he inf onne.tion 
: ' : . . . ' ·: , . .,._.. • : ' • • .. · .. --~ .' . ' :_ . :·~ . • . . . . .. ·. ~ . . . ' ( .:· .... . : . , ,:,-:• ·_ .:·. :· '· •, ·;": ~. -•. ·::: _. ··;. ,:. ' .. : _-::_-. .- .:: '- ., • .. _-_-- ' ... 

sought by the _average· visitor~ •· ·-:,:\,··· 

i!>:{j),i)f)iiE: :· Brief 'descriptiori 6£ proposed cionstructf~n'activ.ity~' '!he 

•• : major constructiori activity wlll . be the·. reconstructj.on or 
• . ,• . • . . 

restoration of the parapets, m,;'!.gazines., bcmbpro~"fs~ gu.71-
. . . '. 

,:,flatfo:.~"t$ and the travel'Se ~ - • Conc;ret~ -re93:J.cas' 'of tr.~-__ -

· gabio~s.{.faseL--i0S, san,3.-'v.".JSJ f1"<i~se, -doo;s,;~h~~<f~ used 

:t6 ,save iik.in~enance funds after thci:~~tohi~ionis 'ci6mpl~ted., , _ 

-Tne _ excavatio:a of ti:rn si1rr9u."1qing _ditche~ __ and .trsnches ·_will 
··_, ,; •• .• .. '';, 

_ pi'S-'iide much_ of the er;2•tn fill .for th~_para.p~t~~ 
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• • cost of t.his restoration f rem ? • c.- ? • M-31-A would be-• 

$,57.,000~ • Broker,i do1.n this would inclmle {!44,2.00 for· 

. . 

. .• : • . . . • • 

o.r exi.atin.e c:cndit:5.on· 

or.Right }:'ar,apet 
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II Historical Date. 

A .. •• Brlet res1.1m.e or knowledge of the· structure 

'l'he area just -east of Pet~1>sbu.rg, Virgi rd.?. is in a 

Gently !'o11ing hills with loH ro~ie.f alter.:~ete ,·,1th b;;-oad 

level ·.valleys. Until. the epr:tng and sumruer ._of· 1864~ the low 

ridge upon 'l'.ilich the Union maL'1 line v-ie~s to :be c~nstrocted 

• · had a very nondescript historical past.· Duri_ng the Revolutiona:r:,,- • 
. ·,. . 

' . . . • 

Wa1~ British troops, marching tow.ard Petersburg and then back 

to;-,ard Yorktc,•in, passed close-by. 'i'he i,i'lm.eqia,te area has 
. ,._ .··... . 

' .. generally been far.nland. or second...:growl;,h woodl~d •. 

Durlhg the:spring a.~d summer of 1862, .,-mile General· 

···McClellan '\'iaS beirig repu1'aecl:L'1his a.tta:1pt to take Ri.chnond, 
.. ·,• • '• ':-;;.·:: '.·.· . ,· ... ,·-.- : • . . . 

Conf ederat~ authod~Jes had desig.---ied a.rid constructed a series 
. ~-·:·.:·~::->·· 

of ear.th~'· f orlifica.tions which were to enci_~;Le P$t.~rsburg on 

thre~ sides. • This line {£as located about one mile to the east 

; :i of th:•final Confeder~te pb~ItioJ'.:ciid~itlfto;p~~~-th~ i.-tltial 
. . -.":_ ... ".'> . '' .-•. ,_•: '• .·._.·_· . ,• 

dei'ense fo1· the city inle64. After.the battle of Cold Ha:rbor 

of the Ja;nr;is ru.-~;er in an &,tte:npt to ta.rw Pet~n·sbu1:•g, the m,·1jor 
·•·,. • • . ·- . . • • . . .. . . 
t1,ai,spo:r:t.2iic-n hu.:) cf So1.,.thside 1/iJ:19-Itla.;. 



I lo 

··-1-•· 
~ 

./ 

I 
I 

I I I 

ii 
I 

I 
I 
.I 
1J 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.· ........... 

I 
-I 
·1 ·, ,, 

I 

--------,----77 -------·-·· 

\ 
\ 

be.cUy ontnl.TII;be:red and fighting behi.,.7.d hastily dug entrench:-nents, 

General B0J,;;.r,.;;gar-::L the Ccn.fede:,·ut<;1 • ccmriaade:.- at Pet.:?rs burg· 

: . • . • . • . . 
. . . . . 

: the 16th~- the Uniori, force$ ~ssa_tlted this position but, ·v.-ere 
•... ' · .. · ' •'. ,· ·.·- . 

• ,:.nable -to br·1a'E,k tl"lrcugh. 
. •:_:_,. 

The croz!:, o!. the 'z-:i.dge between 
. .. . .-.,- _..,_--· : 

• : :·· .. , . 

Ha.r:::-isor. c1,2,~k and Pco:.r Creek h~S t~J-:an, ho;-:everi and he:.~e 

the Unicn rr,ai.n line -..,~:cs to fo1~rt. The two opposing }j.n~s in 

t . i . . . . . .] . "' . , . t"; . • , i.' li; . t· . n s v.Lcinrt-;f '\'Jere e:-:cz'<:::ne --:I c.i..~se_, 1-n,.;,.n ne p:tcl':e., ,nes '\<.:..t. ·m.n 
. . . • • . . . . . 

tall?-ng distance of each oth.s:r. Although beg,'Vn immediately 

~fter th?lSth, the Union line was neve1· actu.'\lly fin.:ished .-
···. . '_'. . . • . • . 

~hanges and_aiteraticns we~ nw.cte during the siege • 
• ~~- . •• ' . 

ea:rly Sppternber; l&S4, e,n in~pe.ction ·ot. Redoubt }Itunbej:' J, 

which vas soon ?"3!1e>:1cd tort f-L:1.sJt,.;;ll.,· $hONed't~..atJt'\ras largely 

incapable of defense. 
. ·- .• .• 

• _high1 ·,i1i1'3 the. ·rront pa.re.pet 'l>ias ;l'n.ost-·sev~n fe~t' high B..'1d 

. . . . 

;ctndpro.~·ded no fi;lcl of' fir-i. _.Needli:;$S to say, 'ir:1E!cdfa.te 

.·_ •· ,tt;;ct.i ","$;;) l'ii'.:2,'$ • $Cff)j cut :t O •• C-O!'l'Cct· this di:.rigerous •• sitv.i!. tion 9 

. . . 

pczitic-r1s "~·.rc:ce :·c6tiE.-t;:~ct ... ;:1 i.n liv~i1~~;Jt."1,·:!:c-~ 

. . . 

Al t-hougb. there· h~J..s 

.. • . . . , 

(; -·•r·-~+ ·"' ,,{_· ,_, •.. _,,,.~u· ·.,, "" .. ,~. i'1_·_ r" ••; ~_7,_rt .,•r•Hll··, .<:> .,..,7 
v ...... o~--- • .,.-:,., ...... ~, ........ _ ·. ~ .. 4~ .... ---~- \;,_ ~- _t:,;,,~ v.J.. -...;.,c-
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frcr,i oz• aga:ir.ts't Fort, Haskell -u..11til verr 1?-.te in the siege. 

Federal a_~illery along this r-1dge l'kl.S di:rected0~idnst 

Con.federate batteries in an attempt to support the a.borli•j,e 

Union attack against. the Crate; en. July 30 1 • 1864. a.n,l.t. iatGC. 

in the evening.t en 1.rovembei 5' • 1e64;" a ir.inor Ge:r-..f ecl.erate attack 
. . . . . 

. . captured. a portion cf the Uri-! on picket 1i..~~ · directly in . front 

of H2.s~ell. • Accordii.,g to·c~neral Gibbon, cc.;t~'ld-i71g Seco~d 

Divis:i.cn, Second Crops, the :-4--rit mar,.ni,.113 the iine, this secticn 

of the picket., had ooen poorl.,v ccnstructcd. and loca.ted across 

e. peril fron the Union me.in line and its loss w2.s not s~riot!s. 

_No attempt •• to J:"eg~L.-i tius lost. _section was mE.de. 

• Forl Ha.s1-rell ts _ g~1 t day in. hi~tor;r cam.e on }Iz?.rch 25, 1865 

when it was heavily involved iJl th~_fighting az-ou.-rid .Fort. st~dman, 

•. a short distanGe to th~ Ifo~h. ' 1.;arly i.ri. the ~di~~g, Genere,1 
• . ·.·,. \":~ ' • ~.:· ~ :·;· • • 

Joh11 B. Gord~n.fs Con.federa.t~ div:Lsioni e.1.ong t;ith ~etaclt-;Le1-;.ts 
~: _·.·; .•. ·. • ... ·.•. :_,_;.; •••• . .. : • • _. ,,-.. .._.:.. . • 

:_::frc\11. other tt\')lts,,: hit th~ ,P18in Union· line :oY ~u:rpr:fse and .• .• 

::pt,u:ed ~ p~~io~ Jf'U:! ~t:bn;lii,tll},:idr\tFo~ ~ed.:. . 

Frv:n this a:c•::;.;t, t1ie7b~gl:n to fan out to the north and south. 

• • -:-" 

With a 

. . - . . 

WJ.llcc::c•s ~.liv-J-s-J.on; IJ.. AJSiJ cO;;JS-.u~a'~azed to h1~it the Cl'"il!i'.Oli:ri,g 
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• 1··-~j 
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·1 
I as well as the gu.r1s on t.hisir o·,n rnE.i.n li .. >:10. 

I 
I . . . . . . • . • . • 

a rier,r·--b-~ • ridge t..o be 1; ~.-e Haske. 11 he.ri • fal.len · e.;.·x1 they be53.!1 

I· 
·I 
I 

•• ) 
I 

ihls heroic deed gzw3 notice to ti1G U!1ion batteries th.st th-~ 
• :· ·.-:. . .-_ .. · 

st.ill held. Ol.1.t 3-."ld the Union sr.el.linz stopF◊lo . 
' . . 

>B;,.:: this t:L'Tie, Coni'edera:te col'Wm'ls frcr.1 Fort Ste::ban h~,d 

I in their movemant: alon~ -~ J £rents. ·•: Flanking fire 
.. __ :· -..•. · • . 
. ·- ... 

I 
McGilver-J to the north and. Pert HaskeD~ to the south 

for--~cd the en~;:1y into the capt.u:r·ed bom1,-;..proofs a.'1d conss1,uontly 
. : . . 

I '·. the C~n.fe<leraces could not pro;~tly re.fona thalr 
0

1.fues and $"\',eep 

; on tm-.-a~ He,ade'sStat:i.on, a. m.ajoi• Union Slt}):ply de; .. oto 

I 
... 

By 8:00 A~}I. the Confcdei-uw d.d.vc ;·.:-:~S <lead c.Hd no~-: :r:·etree,t 
. :··-::··_._,... • 

I 
. °\'Ic.S ord.ez-~ by Gorckm •.• ' -Fort·. Ha.skel.1 p1:::,·ed ::1.n inp,:~r,t.2.r,t p~~:rt. 

I 
I 
I 
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These guns, 

'.i'hJ.s hc:.:i l.1Gc::1 rr~,s~~i:::i l 1 s 31:eat r:tC;;l;:;ii1+,, and al't,::r~12.::.-u; life 

• i-et·-.1fne.ct t.o the bor::.'-d.:::P.J. end rJ5.aerj- of. pr-o1onged tr<"ltch l.i..f'e. 
·.• . 

oh Apr:, 1 2 a.fter le2.rning o.f tiie ti:.1ely Union vic-t.o~.1 a.~ Five 

Forks; •.G:ro.nt. applied p°L'essui-e all along. his front~ but the 

C0,..,,,.tcd.er<1.t0 ·«oz':!;;s > in the Fort Haskell a~ea st-i1] proved tco 

/with t11e l.'"enlE.:i~del• of i;he lines 

fttivect •• t;esfa~&l'd in. l)U;$ut·6 •• 

as th~ A1'n{f 6.(: thk .Potom~c 
•. • .. • . I -. 

,,-:-'.':,"..;'··' 

.f~rlifi~at:i.cn l;'a$ built and repaired t,y
0

dt3t,.ic¼;1erits from 

the \;ado~i ur-~ ts in _the Vlcin:Lty, ii~ostlj,\11i· S;6,6nd c:'Uid N:lnth. •. 
. • : .' • _._:, __ J'·' : 

Co~:ps. &;]JGX'"ltisic-;i ·wus u.ridc:r t-1ii,jo:r r-ho.l.112.:lcl 1~ic:lle1', Co:rps 
.. · . • 

:Chief 1:.)~£i11~f.;r_, /;.ir,~,y ·or 

~ . . . 

u·. ·_:·s-·{i. • ~ilg.i"~e~r,S 1-
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except for a sir.all openi."lg :fn the gorge., or rear wall.· To 
• • . . . . .• • • . ·. 

protect this oparl.ng., a travers~ '\)"aS ccnstructed parallel to 
. . • ·. . . . 

the real:" parapet, but slig:itly inside. The structure is· a 
.·. . . 

simple earthem fort, bai1t !or protection and not ::ksigned 

B .. • M.e.terj..!::?:.. - Pr:Lvicipal · cor.struction material ,·:as earth, w-lth 

. wood logs and plP.nks U$ed fcrjhe ~U.:7. P~-"tforns, revetr.:ent.s, 

,; , ,_., ,. . 

• Dc.s~i..1').,g structure - ftJ.though. the ex:i.st:Ll"lg • 00.1,thworks • are in· 

good condition, ;-;r...,_c'h of the restor?.-tion :iata. •,;,ill eome 

Cne 

ll:l2.J r;eadily see the outlines of the i:nn.er vmrks such 

M magaid.nes; bombproofs and. harbettes. Cror~rison of the 

e.c,d:,u2.l i;~::im£iins on the i':i.eld end the plan of tho foz{, L1J.ie.:-1.te-

• . ,:·---.'· 

drawn up. Sever-f.-1 harbr:;tte potd.tions we;e cdastruc:teJ !1.'11 one 

oi. .. bc.::rlbproof ~:as built, •. '.L'here are sever;1l • 

could be th0 remaj_ns of sr!mll spli.nte:0-



I 

l.O 

·1 
I necess-3z~ly built. 

I 
The 

' ' • 

I •. rut can b~ ! .. ca~ly disc~::rr1"\ ble. -.~1bl~c.rrs..1:rl(~;:., a.r~::7. 08~L'E.! t, tss 
... .. 

are' w~ll ,-1on! b-1.it ~.lso re;d.1.1~ recoe,nizebl~. 
• _ •• -, __ :·-•,· .. ,•. : .·. 

.At tt!e 

west ccnw~· . . .. 

I 
This·h~s destroyed' 

Altn·:mgh 5.t is i"i..ig!'1ly j.,'Uproo.e..ble t..he.t th:\.s r.,W~iJ was.· bui.lt 

I 
:,.· ... ·-: 

I· 
I 

,•···. . .... ·- . 

'pl.a.!1 of the fort Ji .. Cia the 1r1:my El!gineers indicates" ,'l.ith 
• ·-::--::--!': ;· _; 

I 
a. c'ross.:.sec{ic!l;··.the p~,1ga2; n~s and. bc!fo;:-rocfs~ . Resea;."'l;h :ts 

I a.cttlr:.l 
. . . ' . 

c•:-!1~tit-.1t:tlop ~ 
.-· . • 

;". .' .-: -_: '",:, -.-.. , ..• 

Scve1·2l ~;.u a:i:~z ·1:JiL:i.u1the fcrt 

• ·--. nee.d i\3~;.:::t1'C11 to d-3~e:cr:i.:1-r:~ !·;71.et,h:~l' of 

·I 

I 
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After the reccns-t.ruction has been co.npleted, the 

or:i.g:Lr.i.al earthworks !Jdll either have bee~ obliterated or 

covered over., 'J:nerefore a. ccr.o.-plete a.rcheolog:ical cross-

o:riginal m.c..,_t~oria.1 still in e,.-d.stance. _ Research on the 

va:dou.s be.rbettes e.nd ba,"1.qu-.ette e.:r,-ws could indic.e.te if . . . . . . • • .. 

these str--.ic-t;u.res Were cov-e:roo, or fa.ced., ,-d.thpk.nks. :i.t 
. '. : ._ .. , 

is probable., but not kno1i-m;· that gunplatform~ were used on 
• ~- ~ ;,J:t 

the ba.rbet tes ~ Research could prove this was actually the 
ff. 

ease. 

B - Cost, and ti:r.e reouire:l - 'l'his section should be -raferred 

to a spccial..tz,cd Historic Sur-re;; a.rchacologist £or accurate 

detcmin2;tion of cost and time requirements. 
. . . . . 

• ·. • ~ . 

and Ezhibition data 

Plans £or ;furnishing the various st~ctures w:lthJ..n the 

fort a.nd for <;iA£'iibiting ·the area have.not been-finalized~· 

Che of ti~·o pl~..ns vdJJ.
0

be followed in this area. 

Tho bo:'.'.,bpr·oof s anc\ 1:;13.gazj_ries could be open to the 1:t1bJ..ic 
, . • . 

as i,:.:J1k.-·:Ln 01° ~;2.:i...k-through e~dbitsJ This would ent,ail some 
. " . . . ._ ... 

f;UB5S•··/C.:C}~ un1El33 b·2tt,"Jr sources tu.nl UP as to how these 
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. . . 

.,_vor's stcndpoint~ As to the exterior fu:r:nis::d...-1.gs, 

te arl.illel'y pieces will be _placed ir.t. ~l'1e fort and 

concrete., 

plati'or1as 1,-;ill b~;)in;te'lJed> moert 

Haskel.""!. uill. ne:;~~ a. :sel:k..:~d.ecf 

elf tr.it~ the a:rea~ V!f~t,i\s:slgns~ 

palYJ.tings ":ill interpret.' Fo:rt.. HaskeJJ.,, 


