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THE, BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864
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General Meszde Plans an Offensive \ \x
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The leader of the Army of the Potomac, Mzjor General George G. Meade
enVOctober 23, 186@, had visited Lieutenant.General Ulysses.. S. Grent's
City Point, Virginia,,headquarters.. While there, Meade had proposed
that ﬁe employ three of his four corps to ﬁurn the Army of Northern
Virginia's right beyond Hatcher Run and drive for the South Side Railroad.
Grant told Meade that he would have to give additional thought to the
subject. Mbade:then returned to his headquarters;
*;,"On the 24th Meéde vas handed a telegram frem Grant, markéd confi~

dential, Unfolding the messége, Meade found that he was to:

Meke your preparations to march out at an early hour
on the 27th to gain possession of the South Side Railroad,
-and to hold it and fortify back to your present left. In
commencing your advance, move in three columns...with the _
- same force you proposed to take. / Major General John G._/
Parke, who starts out nearest to the enemy, should be in-
structed thet if he finds the enemy intrenched and their
works well manned, he is not to attack but confront him,
' and be prepared to advance promptly when he finds that by
“the movement of the other two columns to the right and rear

- of them they begin to give way.

When the columns marched, each soldier was to carry three days' ra-

‘Yons in his haversack and 60 vounds of ammunition on his person. Wagons

aﬁdramﬁulances were Lo be parked a considerable distance in front of the
3f';‘bEl'picket line, Another 2O rounds of small-arms amﬁunition per man,
“long with a reserve supply of artillery projectiles, were to be loaded
tato wegons by the ordnance people and held ready to roll when called for,

‘=iots along the Military Railroad were to be cleared of stores, and all

the corps were

aled

2503, gmtulances, and artillery horses not accomganyin
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o be sent to City Point on the night of the 26th. 1

According to 1nfor'mat10n wrung by Meade's officers from Rebel deserters,

the Peteraours sarthworks were being extended by Confederaie fatigue details

and Negro work gangs to Hatcher Run., These rifle-pits were to terminate

at redoubts previously thrown up by Rebel horsesoldiers on the south bank
lof Ha.tchef Run, about one mile above Armstrong‘s Miil, and were said not
to cross or ext-end up the run. At Burgess' Mill, where the Boydton Plank
lPu'.)é.d crossed Hatcher Run, there were artillery emplacements and some in-
li;antry parapets, but no line of entrenchments.
The Petersburg lines from the Appomattox below: t‘ne 01ty to Battery
Ih.o 31 were reportedly defended by Major General Bushrod R. Johnson's
combat-ready division. Lieutenant General Ambrose P, Hill's IIT Corps
lheld the remalnder of the line from Ba.ttery No, 31 to Arthur Swamp:
¥z jor General Henry Heth's division on the left, Major General Cadmus M.
‘ ’;'iilcox’s on the right, with Major General William Mahone's in reserve.
I}ﬁJOI‘ General Wade Hampton's two cavalry divisions (Lee s and Butler s)
- end Brigadier General James Dearing's mounted brn.gade were on the right
; l of the Confederate infantry. |
l Meade and his chiefﬁ of staff, Major General Andrew A. Humphreys,
Prepared t<.3 alert their corps and ca.va.lry commanders to get ready for
I @nother big offensive. Several changes'weré made by Meade as to the
“"'CGUnt"of"'rations and ammunition-to be teken along by his army. The.
' l so_ldilérs were to carry three full days' ratioms lin their haver's'a.cks,. and
";‘h'_'f‘*l‘% days' bread and small rations in knapsack." Sixty roundé of amma-
"ition were to be taken on the person; with another 4O rounds per man in
The artillerj was to bring along 250 projectiles

tte ordnance wagons.

}22 gun, using the caissons of the field pieces emplaced in the redoubits instezd
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. of additional wagons. One-half the ambulances were to go with the troops,

wile each brigade was To be allotted one medicine and one ‘hospital wagon,
s baggage or headquarters wagé_ns were to be allowed to accompany the
"-mlurr.ns, but pack mules could be utilized to bring up the officers' rations
-ﬁ:i tents. Clerks, orderlies, and others on detached or special assign-
o (uniess their services! were deemed essential) were to be armed and
'73_.-‘:1'::1.strrugtec.1 to -report- back to their units. Each corps was to designate

| 'm cfficer to teke charge of the horses and caissons belonging to the

.e talteries posted in the redoubts, with orders to see that they were
i

’ “;,arked with the train of the Artillery Reserve."

I "How to orgamze a striking force of from 30,000 to 35,000 infantry

+od still have sufficient manpower to hold the investment line plagued

)adﬁé. The withdrawal of large Tumbers of troops from the earthworks

vuld have to be done with flnesse to keep General Robert E, Lee and his

“gnerals from ascertaining that the Army of the Potomac was aboub to strike

féhty blow, Major General Winfield S. Hancock (whose IT Corps held the
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oder rid flcatlons from Battery XXIV on the left to the redoubts at Spring

‘11) was to see that Brigadier General Nelson Miles' First Division re-

ed the Sesond a.nd Third Divisions on the line. On being relleved by

_. __"_3{3?3' bluecoats 5 Brlgadler General Gershom Mott was to mass his Third

i‘"’l‘m on the cleared ground near Southall's house, Brigadier General

‘i's i, Egan was to concentrate his Second Division near Fort Bross.

24

: *_‘f I‘"‘O"’“‘Pe*lts were to begin as scon as it was dark, and Iffotu's and

's SO’d.lers "must be massed beyond the view of the enemy by daYllg“t"

- ¥ajor Geperal Gouverneur K. Warren wzs notified to have his V Corps ready

~ TS by Wednesday night, the 26th. Meanwhile, Warren and his staff
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oooof horsesoldiers.

“‘Tations in the haversacks,"

were to see that the troops left behind *io hold the redoubts and inclosed

ﬁatteries“ from Battery No. XXIV to Fort Coﬁahey were posted. According

to en estimate prepared by Werren's staff, 2,200 infantry and 32 guns
would be sufficient to discharge this mission. Warren was %o form the
rést of his footsoldiers and guns out of the Confederaﬁes' sight,

Like Warren, General Parke of the IX Corps was ordered to have his
E@n ready to move on the night of the 26th. Fifteen hundred footsoldiers
aﬁd 2L, guns were to be stationed in the redoubts and enclosed works from

Fort Fisher on the right to Fort Cummings_on the left, AlLl other IX Corps

6

- cub of view of the eneny."

S Brlgadler Geqeral David McM. CGrezg of the cavalry was to alert his

d‘Vlslon to be ready to ride on Wednesday night. Preparatory to taklng

the field, Gregg was to recall his pickets.

; Evidently, Meade and his staff were not too well versed in the ways

General Gregg soon notified Chief of Staff Humphreys

- “thﬁt "it will scarcely be possible for the cavalry to carry on théir

rupérsons three days! bread and smzll rations in addition to three days!'

Since each trooper would have t o take 20

'?ﬁﬁnds of forage in his haversack, there would be no room for extra

‘fations. Gregg would therefore have his men cram four days' rabtions in

 their knapsacks, and caution them that -the ratlons would have‘to last

f 8
ive days,
As soon as it was dark on October 24, Miles' division merched from

1%s camps, and the troops moved into the trenches, relieving Egan's and

Yot ;
Uity goldiers.

I~

combat personnel was to be concentrated "at convenien! points for movement,



Upon bemg replaced in the rifle-pits, Egan's brigade commanders at

A tempbrary camp was

iZO a,m, put their units in motion for Fort Bross,
G A large fatigue detail

lished a short distance be}und the redoubt,

'om Egan's 2d Brigade {Colonel James M, Willett's) had remained behind,

till 4 a.m,, strengthening the earthworks, When these men were secured,

lne project enginser told the officer in charge to procesd to Avery's
The trbops were kepl standing in ranks at Avery's house until

: iouse
- B11 after daybreak, ewaiting additionel instructions from Colonel

- Iillett,. Orders finally came to march to Fort Bross, but nothing was

- s2id about concealing their movements from Rebel lookouts, consequently,
I?eqeral Hancock was distressed to learn that when the column moved south,

: its line of march was in full view of the Confederates,
.1 Att‘!O p.m. the troops from Mott's division garrisoning Forts Sedgwick,
vis, and Alexander Hays had b een relieved by units from Miles' division,
. and, falling in behind their guides, th-ey hiked to the rendezvous at
rl-lSouthall's._ }Jien- of the Third Division posted in Forts Blaisdell, Bross,
and Stevenson were schéduled to rejoin their units on the mo:x_aing of the
'lzéth. 0 | '
General Hancock at 9 a.m, on October _2‘5 notified Meade‘s headquarters

that Fgan's and Mott's troops had been relieved. A 900-man fatigue detail

' had spent the night working on fortifications near Dunn's and Avery's

houses, The Confederates at the same time had been building bomb-proofs
and covered ways behind their rifle-pits opposite Fort McGilvery.

Miles during the day notified Hancock that it required 1,900 men to

To do this, he had 6,200 riflemen which was insuf-

ren the picket llne.
I ficient, If the reblmen’c. cu.rrently guarding the depot at Cedar Leval

rdered to report to him, Miles was of the opinion that he would
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: l have enough men to discharge his mission.

the morning of the 26th.

i1

Chief of Staff Humphreys, on learning of Miles! problems,'issued or—

ders for the regiment at Cedar Level to report to the First Division, when

the depot was. abandoned

Hancock on the 25th notlfled Egan and Mott that tents would be struck

2t noon tomorrow, . Fora e, rations, and ammnition “required from the
g€, 3 1

trains must be‘drawn and issued by" that time, Several changes were
rade in the amount of rations to be taken along on the expedition. Each

man was to carry four days! rations on his person instead of six, "o

count from the morning of the 27th,* One day's supply of salt meat was

to be taken in haversacks and three days' beef on the hoof., All public

and personal property in excess of whatl the officers and men could carry

on their persons or horses were tc be turned over to the corps' chief

-

quartermaster for safekeeping, The troops were to be prepared to march

at 2 p.m, To keep information as to their_destination from reaching the

'foe, it was announced that the order of march would not be issued till

13

Major John G. hazard,who bossed the II Corps! arulllerJ5had a tough

' assigament getting hlS batteries reauy to roll, On the night of the

2hth, s section of the 4th Battery, Maine Light Artillery which had been

‘withdrawn from Fort Haskell relieved the section of Battery F, 1st

: -  Pennsylvania poste@ in Battery No, X. The other section of Battery F

WéSI;ecalled from Fort Stedmaﬁ, rejoining its parent unit near Baxter
road in rear of the deserted house. Battery H, 1st Ohio Light Artil-
lery was moved from Fort Sedgwick, one section being ordersd into
Battery No. XIII and the other into Battery No, XIV, relieving the

10th Battery, Massachusetts Light Artillery. The Massachusetts can-

T ————
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at Southall's.

‘%QWelch by the 51st New York, the 5%9th Massachusetts,
© Fort sampson by the 3d Maryland; Fort Cummings by the L
; *Ehch unit was to camp in the

‘and was expected to picket their entire front.

fortli‘led line when the IX Corps marched out.

- ~ B _ N e

e

.;ﬁtudying their meps.

; ;iplqtted. Orders were drafted and distributed.
;‘26th Hancock was to move Egan's and Mott's div

“dust outside the line of rear intrenchments.!

:,itrﬁops who wore the clover-leaf were to take 2 route we

- %9 as to be out of sight of Conf

~2a,m, on the 27th was to march his corps via Vaughan road,

poneers marched from the earthworks to the Fort Bross rendezvous, where
they found Battery K, Lth U, S. Light Artillery. Batteries C and I,
" s:n U. 5. Light Artillery and the 1st Battery, New Hampshire Light

- #rtillery, which had been in corps reserve, reported to General Mott

14

A staff-meeting was held on the 25th in General Parke's command post

 at Peebles' House. With the assistance of his staff, Parke designated
' the units that would be left to hold the IX Corps!' line, Fort Fisher

'waé to be garrisoned by the 3ist Maine and the L5th Pennsylvania; Fort

and the 17th Vermont;

Fort Gregg by the 8th Michigan and recruits from the 51st Pennsylvania;

h New York.

wimmediate vicinity" of the fort garrisoned,

Lieutenant Colonel Ralph

:‘Ely of the 8th Michigan, as senior officer, was to be 1in charge of the

15

General Meade and his headquarters people by this time had finished

The routes that the various units were to take were

On the afternoon of the
isions Mo the Vaughan road
To reach this area, the

11 to the rear,

ederate observation posts. Hancock at

cross Hatcher

Tun, pags by Debney's Mill and Wilson and Arnold's steam saw-mill on the

I‘°~7‘1L-0r1 plank road; cross the open country to Claiborne's road near its

intergsection® with White O2k road, and recross Hatcher Run. His column
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I would then march to the South Side Railroad, striking it at a point about
three miles east of Sutherland Station.

[ l General Gregg wes to assemble his cavelry division (about 3,000 strong)
on the afternoon of the 26th near Hatcher Bun. When his troopers rode
I out on the 27th, they were to cross the stream by the first crossing be-

lo.w the one used by Hancock‘_s' corps. Upon reaching the west bam{ of the

creek, Gregg, who was to look to Hancock for his orders, was to advance

~his horsesoldiers on the left of the iﬁfantry, probably following Quaker

road as far as the Boydton Plank Road, Gregg_‘s movements would be gov-

1

i

l erned by Hancock's.
l ' Parke's IX Corps was to march M"at such hour"® on the 27th és to enable
7it. to surprise at deybresk the small Confederate force posted in the

| recently opened ea:c*tﬁworks bétweén Hatcher Run and Hawks!', If successful,

Parke was to pursue the Confederates, wheeling his columns to the right

" as they forged ahead, Should Parke fail to breakthrough, he was to re~

P R

I

i

I main in position, keeping the 'buttémuts pinned down, while the II and

V Corps turned their right. | | “

I The V Corps was to march simultaneousij with the .IX Corps, proceed—

_ ing to the crossing of Hatcher Run, below the Boydton Plank Road bridge,

{I from whére VJarrén was to support Parke, If the IX Corps broke through,

Warren's wa-_é 1o push a}iead, teking position on the lei‘.t of Parke's
tatile line. Should Parké‘s asséult fail, Warren was to cross Hatcher
.-t'jln é.fzd .endeavor to turn the Rebels! right by recrossing the run above

3 1
Burgesst Mill, holding a position on Hancock's right, 6

¥ould not move on the morning of the 27th, but would be Mleft parked

fl ' Wagons and extra caissons that were to accompany the expedition
3% the most secure point near" the bivouacs, to be ordered to the front

AR . o
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nen convenient. Ambulances, however, would go with the troops.
Army headquartefs on the 26th would be transferred to the neighbor-
ood of Poplar Spring Church. Meads, during the eé.rly phases of the
lffe_nsive » would be with the right wing. Headquarters personnel and

the engineers were to be held in reserve at Meade's Station, along with

- "{ull supply® of entrenching tools. 17
Ly g

7 Meade was delighted to learn fhat‘a deserter from the 27th North
larolina had turned himself into the IX Corps! pickets. Iﬂu’hén guestioned,

pe reported that fatigue parties frﬁm his division (Heth's) had been de-

!ailed to throw up fortifications to the right of Brigadief Generai

‘ ISamuel McGowan's South Carolina Brigade.- ¥hile engaged in this work,

the man remarked, he and his late comrades had been nearly two m_ilés

o the right of their brigade, Brigadier General John R. Cooke's, which

l:as posted on McGowan's left. The newly dug rifle-pits to McGowan's

righﬁ (which were held by dismounted cavalry) were not extensive, the

-éij 'llorth Carolinian told his interrogators, but t.hey-we-re fronted by an . |
- _abatis, 18, o
l | It was 2:30 p.m. on October 26 before Grant completed his review of
leade's plan of operatic;ns. He liked everything he read, except for one
point, Gr-a.nt suggested that if Parke on advancing found the Confederate:
' I"fortif_icati_ons in defensible condition and manned," he should not attack
but *confront them m_‘ztiil the movement of the other two corps had its.
leffect.“-19 |
Meade modified his master plan so as to meet partially his superior's
objection, But, Meade added, as Parke was scheduled to be in front of |

Ithe Rebel fortifications at dawn, he would have to make a forced recon-

naissance "Lo ascertain the exact condition of affairs unless he waits

" =

- 20
ltllJ._ sfter davlight
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l' Farly on October 26 Hancock, as he had promised, laid out the route

Fean's and Mott's divisions were to follow in gaining the area near Vaughen

.
g

R A e

cad ;where they were to spend the night, The two divisions were to move

rca

out at 2 p.m,, Mott's in advance, Motb's line of march would be from

Southall's, through the pines by the Widow Smith's, Williams', and Dr,

T S R

- furley's houses, and the frowning parapets of Fort Dushane., A helt for
_the night would be called "just outside the line and near" Vaughan's

" house, Three batteries were to accompany the corps, one to be &ssigned
Ps,

oy A T Ry S §

to Egan's division'b:y' Major Hazard and the others to Mott's. - Ambulances
“and wagons were to follow the division to which they belonged, When the

‘soldiers weat into bivouac , they were to be confined to their camps, No

P Uy o W, A L 5,87

drum or bugle calls were to be sounded; the officers were to caution their

e ' : £, 21
l"‘ men to hold down the size of their camp fires, .

_ 'rBy the designated hour;, the brigade commanders had formed, mustered,
':.'_éjlnd. :.'Lnspected.their'units. Mott's division took the lead as the 11 Corps :
'F“‘-‘-;F-on'_tﬁe field. No difficulties were encountered till the vanguard, with
‘N"\lch Hé.ncock and his staff rode, reached the Weldon Reilroad. It was
'f".':"s!{%derstood by Hencock that Meadé expected the corps to bivouac on Vaughan
3 road near Davis'. A personal reconnaissance satisfiéd the corps commander
.ztha_t it would take his pioneers hours to mzke the voad Tron .Fort Dushane
e _iD_ Davig! passablé for his colﬁmns. - Discussing the geography of the area
“itﬂ his sccuts__', Hancoék learned that he could turn his troops into the

A short distznce down the Halifax road was a forks, and

gt

xalifa;c road.
© the road branching to the right led to Colonel Wyatt's on Church road.

‘8¢ road passing in front of Colonel Wyatt's was said to connect with

s
azr)

“ughan road at Mrs, Davist,

" Observing that the sun was about to set, Hancock determined to halt

o
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‘r‘is cérps and have his trooios bivouac in the fields south of Fort Dushane.

prigzde was j'ust coming in. He had stopped, becsuse there was considerztle

j ?.;ccnfusioh whether Fort Dushane or Fort Cummings anchored the left flank of

| the Federals' fortified line, If Meads still wanted his corps to march via
. Vaughan's house, the hour thai the £roops were to move out in the morning

éc;uld be pushed ahead, —-

Chiéf; of Steff Humphreys acknowledged Han'c_:ock's comminication, It

i would be unnecessary, he wrote, for the II Corps to go bsr way o.f Vaughan's.

':.‘\i‘il{.ea‘;.‘dqizarters, as long as it was the shortest > had no objection to Hancock

L 23 : _

: teking the route via Colonel Wyatt's,

General Gregg during the afternoon had called in his outposts and had

concentrated his cavelry at Perkins'. When he rode over to Lewis' house
to report to General Hancock, Gregg had some bad news for the corps com-

H.:f"llx;ander. Gregg had talked with several Confederate deserters. They had

:told' him that Vaughan road, particularly near the Hatcher Run crossing,

““¥ei obstructed with felled timber. This i'nfo;mati'on uiiad Hanessis
ZBeéau'se he didn't relish marching his columns through obst:&uctioné in
“the derk. Since it would riot be light till 5:30, Hancock inguired of
‘.:.}‘fumphreys, Wihy not let the soldiers start at a later hour?"

- Meanwhile, Hancock had made his plans for in the morning. At 2 a.m.
;- s " the corps, with Egen's division in the lead, wes to move out. The line

l-. ' of march was to be Church road to Vaughen road, then across Hatcher Run
I by way of Dabney's Mill to Boydton Plank Road. Egen was to cover his

‘._ tolumn with a strong advence guard, pushed a considerable distance to

< 4
l . ‘he front, Great care would be taken to keep the soldiers closed up,
I ®nd the cadence would be held down till daybreak,

11

Hancock dashed off a note to Meade zt 6:30, reporting that Egan's rear

e
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Gregg, after detaching a squadron to reconnciter in advance of the

A e

infantry, was to march his division via Rowanty Postoffice to Vaughan

. 0ad, Whenever the opportunily presented itself, Grezg was to communi-

Ioe
l ‘cate with -Hancock. When riding down . : Halifax rcad, to avoid confusion,
! the cavalry was to keep to the left and the infantry to the right.

A guide, thoroumly femiliar with this sectlion of Dinwiddie County,

~would reporu to General Egan, All wagons, except the ambulances, were

“to be parked between the camp and Dr, Gurley's,
- Meade, upon receipt of Hancock's message regarding a need to re-
E . schedule the hour the march was to commence, was agreezble, The II Corps

‘:‘:-'k‘:ould start at 3:30, which would bring Hancock into the vicinity of Hatcher

I 26
i '_Run at dawn. -

General Warren was thrown into a quandary by Meade's instructions for
:‘-hzm to "move simultaneously with the N'inth Corps, and proceed to the cross-
1ng of" Hatcher Run, below the Boyd on Plank Road Bridge, be—cause he knew

._’jpf no read that would bring the V Corps into position between the II and

1‘{ Corps. Major Washington A, Roebling was detailed to explore the iroad

- network between the fortifications held by the IX Corps and Hatcher Run,

b‘it he was unable tor venture beyond the Union pickets, which were but a

¢ . short distance in front of the earthworks.
General Parke's pioneers, however, came to Varren's assistance. A

~ road was opened by them through the abatis and pines to the left of Fort

Cwmings, through en open field, to a cart road. When Chief of Staff

“2rt road would enable the V Corps to reach‘ Duncan road, which led by

?‘E{‘EStﬂoreland’s house. The people at army headquarters were unable to

l' - Bumphreys relayed this information to Warren, he pointed out that this
I - ¥%2 why the V Corps could not move simultanecusly with the IX Corps as

;\_;
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‘pe able to locate a route to Hatcher Run,

-;ilnch rifles (10 guns), were to accompany the expedition.

- far as Duncan road. From thefe,'it was believed that Warren's scouts should

2

After acknowledging Humphreys' telegram, Warren issued orders for his

CCdivision commanders to have their troops at Parkets houss, ready to take
; : p 7 ’ ¥

tre field at 5:30 a.m, on the 27th, Heavy battle losses and the discharge

of n whose enlistments had eVplred had reduced the onice proud and formid-

.- able V Corps to little more than a skeleton. When the corps marched, Bri-

gadier General Cherles Griffin's First Division was to have the advance,

to bé‘followed by Brigadier General Romeyn B. Ayres', with Brigadier Gen-
W é:alVSamuel ¥W. Crawford's bringing up the rear. The corps was to keep
iéloséd up, Griffin's vanguard following hard on the heels of Parke's rear
_ division., Of his 11,000 effectives, Warren complained, 3,913 had never
f?flred a shot in anger, while 1, 649'were "ignorant of the manual " Five

 :bﬂuter1es, three armed with light 12—pounders (14 guns) and two with 3-

The earthworks

f“ffrom Batﬁery No. XXIV to Fort Fisher, formerly held by the entire corps,
'iW5u1d,be entrusted to Brigadier General Henry Baxter's brigade, about
‘“i2J500 strong, and eight batteries of 34 guns. Surplus transportation

 and baggage had been sent to City_Point.

Meade, when he‘reviewed Warren's orders, disapproved of the starting

i Mize, 5:30 was not early enough, General Parke, having alerted his di-

~Vision commanders to have their troops on the road by 3 o'clock, Meade

E

f tlegraphed Warren to put his corps in motion at 4 a,m.
The troops of the IX Corps spent October 26 getting ready to take

4 o % . s 4z
*'% offensive., Rabions and ammunition in the stipulated quantities were

%Tawn, while the units earmerked to hold the forts took position, Besides

“iiling a passage through the parapet and abatis to the left of Fort Cummings

o]
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lar the V Corps, Parkefs ploneers opened a route through the fortifications
io the right of fhat stroenghold for the IX Corps.
General Parke, before retiring, notified Brigadier General Orlando
Illlcox, whose Fll‘so Division was to hcuve the advence, that he was to

- move his "mmand prompﬂ v av 3:30 in the morning, keemﬁg...[_ hi s__/
i lrlg)waes well closed, and teking the road cut throiugh the parapet to
the right of Fort Curmings...." 30 The Third ILV:Lsmn led by Brigadier
i leveral Edward Ferre'ro and Brigadier General Robert Potterts Secopd
ivision, as named, were to follow %llcox through the gap opened in
!he earthworks, _31 |
‘ I Tabttoo was beaten as usuzl in the IX Corps! camps that évening.

After tattoo, the officer of the day made his rounds to see that the

len had retired and that no unnecessary camp fires were burning. At

!:"O oiclock_the'officers é.w.ﬂcened their men, being careful to hold

ovn the noise, The units were formed, mustered, and ready to march

32 S
't 3 o'clock. | _

14
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' ' Hempton Hstablishes a Roadblock

THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTCBER 27-28, 186L

Chapter II

General Hancock at 3:30 a.m,, October 27, 1864, upon learning that

his divisions were formed, passed the word to move out, In accordance

_with Hancock's orders, Egan's division took the lead. As soon as Egan's

"rear regiment -had moved from its camp and turned into Halifax road, Mott's

'llead brigade marched from its bivouac. Egan's 3d Brigade coma_nded by

‘Brigadier General Thomas A. Smyth had the advance, followed by Colonel

lJames M, Willeti's 2d Brigade, while Lieutenant Colonel Horace P. Rugg's

1st Bﬁgadé b.ro.ugﬁt up the rear, A squadron from the 6th Ohio Cavalry

| pfecedéd Smyth's lead regiment. Rumbling along between Willett's and

Fugg's brigades were the six Nepoleons manned by Batteries C and I, 5th

1
U, 8, Light Artilliery.

Melbow room." Although they held to the right as directed, Halifax road

For the first one-half mile of the march, the infantry had little

l was hardly wide enough for both the footsoldiers and Gregg's cavalry.

‘ l Tempers flared, Insults were exchanged as infantryman and cavalryman got

in each others way. The situation improved after the head of the columns

Teached the junction,-and the IX Corps took the right-hand road, vhile
Cregg's cavalry continued down Halifax road.

General Egan and his guide rode with the troopers of the 6th Ohio.
AL Colonel Vyatt's, the column turned into Church road and pushed on
&tross Arthur Swamp. Day was breaking as the vanguard entered Vaughan
Ioad, Therevweré severzl sharp reports, as Confederate pickets.posted

2L 2 house about 200 yerds north of the road blazed away at the Ohlo
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' horsesoldiers, Egan called a brief halt, to enable General Smyth to organize
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‘secured their mounts and had disappeared down the road.

irs
Lt

"33 senior officer present,

a force to dislodge the Rebels, Within a few moments, Lieutenant Colonel
Frank J. Spalter had reported to HEgan with his Lth Ohio Infantry Battalion.

Close behind came the 7th West Virginia. Egan had Spalter deploy his Ohioans

as skirmishers to the right and left of Vaughan road. The West Virginians

were told to load their rifle-muskets and advance as a support to the Ohicans.

By the time Spalter'!'s batitalion had taken position, the Confederates had
| 2

The march was resumed, I was apparent to the veterans that their

'bfficers anticipated trbuble, because they asked one another, "Why else has
Egan called in the cavalry and deployed infaniry to screen the advance?”
There was no more delay at this time, and the column tramped rapidly along

“ti11 Spalter and his Ohioans approached Hatcher Run., Spalter and his fooi-

soldiers sensed trouble. Here the road had been obstructed; trees had

‘been toppled and brush thrown into the‘stréam,'so as to disorganize a
force attempting to assail the rifle-pits dug on the opposite side to

- Cover the crossing.

‘Without waiting for the 7th West Virginia, Colonel Spalter barked

the command, "Double-quick!"™ The Ohioans crossed an open field and dashed

down the slope, There was a crashing volley. Spalter and several of his

i Ten were knocked off their feet. Unable to cross Hatcher Run, the Ohioans

‘tock cover and returned the Rebels' fire. By this time. the 7th West

irginia had deployed as skirmishers and moved to the attack. The West

)

‘Irginians stormed into the abatis, but like the Ohioans, they were re-
Luiseq,
Captain John Fordyce of the West Virginia unit, with Spalter dead,

After posting his men behind trees, he dashed

16
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' to the rear snd hailed Generals Egan and Smyth. The generals listened 7

PP

as Fordyce térsely explained the sitvation. Egen turned to Smyth and
told him to form his brigade across the rcad, Staff-officers galloped

to the rear with instructions for Willett and Rugg to hurry to the front

_with their brigades and form a second line behind Suyth!s. Willett was

tc post his New Yorkers on the right, while'Hugg massed his bluecoais on

3

SRR

the left of Vaughan road.

Nagor Henry S. Farley of South Carollna led the snall aetachment of

[,

dismounted troopers from Brigadier General Pierce M. B, Young's brigade
charged with guarding the Vaughan road crossiﬁg of Hatcher Run. The
6dnfederates; their fighting blood up, had let go a terrible "Rebel Yelln
. as thé'Yankee'skirmishers scrambled for cover. ~The sight of Egan's battle
lines'had a'sébering influenée.

Egén; having completed his dispositions, told Smyth to charge. Sup~-
ﬁérﬁed by Willett's and Rugg's brigades, Smy£h'sﬁbattle iine sﬁépt forward.

“Men drcpped but on the Federals came., Tearing gaps in the abatis, the

e NLAE . N e PR S A 4 B 8

fadks, holdlng their cartridge-boxes and rlfle—mnskets above their. heads,
plunged into the run. Fhe water was waist deep. By the time they had
scrambled. up the slippery west barnk, the Rebels had abandoned their rifle-
Pits and were fleeing down the road.' A number of greyclads, not as fleet
&s their comrades, were captured

| Smyth's soldiers continued the pursuit to Young's Store, where the
general celled a halt to re~form his brigade. While waiting for the rest
of the division, Smyth had the 1st Delaware relieve the 4th Ohio Battalién.
and the 7th West Virginia on the skirmish line, - The men from Delaware
Pushed ;ut about three-quarters of a mile, driving the Confederates before

t;’]-‘;‘;"‘:w z#
bl §
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'the attacks" launched by Parke and Warren,

. @ |
®
l General Hancock, while waiting impatiently for his pioneers to remove
the obstructioné from the ford so his artillery could pass, ciashed off
Ia note to Chisf of Staff Humphreys. He reporbed that his column had
forced its way across Hatcher Run. At this fime, 7:30, firing coﬁid
~ be -heard off to the south where Gregg's cavalry was operating, but
ltrere were no sounds of battle from the IX Corps off to the northeast,
This caused Hancock to feel -Yscme uneas:mess," because he rea]wzed that
l his "small column could affect notm.ng if the enemy were permitied to

concentrate against it, and that he could not even attempu to reach the.

: lSouth_ Side Railroad unless the enemy were kept busily occupied méeting.

5

As soon as the rest of Egan's bmgades and Mott's d.lVlSlon had forded
l Hatcher Run, Hancock told Egan to march "by the nearest road to Dabney's
Mill;® Mott's column was to move out along Vaughan road a mile or so, and
I tnen strike for the mill by way of a cart road,shown on the Federals' maps
of eastern Dinwiddie County. ¢
Egan, after re~forming his division, called for Rugg to take the ad-
Vance. Smyth's brlgade was to bring up the rear. Rugg's lead regment
(the I%h Massachusetts) was turned off Vaughan road and into the Tele-
€raph road At the point where the Telegraph road struck Hatcher Run,

Egan had Rugg form his brigade into battle line across the road, while

sflrmshers of the 19th Me.ssachusetts waded the stream. Not encountering

T'“001'35, the mrch was resumed along a cart road. The head of the column

Yezched Dabney's Mill at 9:15, where the vanguard (ty;o companies of the

3

15t Meine) captured Major Andrew R, Venable, Hampton's adjutant-general.

l 4Ly Confederates, they were withdrawn, As soon as Rugg reassembled his
'.L“ - . . . . ) . i i -
“hile Egan's soldiers were halted waiting for Mott to arrive, Venable was



'estioned by Egan and his staff. - Venable refused to tell the Federals

P —— s,

i;rthing except his .nam.e. and rank.
Mott's division, with Brigadier General P. Regis De Trobriand's bri-
Ide leading the way,. had waded Hatcher Run at 8 o'cléck. : Prepa:aiory . *
to moving out Vaughan road, Mott had De Tx;obriand advance the 2d U. 8, sy
IarpshOOters and the 73d .New York as skirmishers. De Tprobriand's
: :l’vance guard, as it appreached a cornfieid near where the road to
Mocey's Mill branched off from Vaughen road, sighted Con_federétes

(lgging rifle-pits. The Yanks surged forward, and the Confederates.

dropped their entrenching tools, swung into their saddles, and po_unded

(If’ in swift retreat., Nothing further out of the ordinary occurred to .

xr[" the march to Dabney's Mill, Since Egan's troops had reached the mill
1

well ahead of them, Mott!s soldiers were subjected to considerable good-
_. g . .

' rI-ured guving as they tramped up.

A1) the while the sound of Gregg S guns was gettlng nearer., Hancock

s that with Gregg advancing, he would.have to strike rapldly for the ol
: :ldton Ple.nk Road, if he were to intercept the Confederates that the

on cavalry was driving ;Ln. Orders were given for Egan to push on to-—

9

v.lrd the plank road.

' Egen soon had his division in motion along a wood road, which his
gl-.de assured him led into the Boydton Plenk Road at Bevillts, At 10:30
ey fugg's advance debouched ffom therpiners into 2 field and reached
t_-lxir goal. Looking up the plank road towsrd Hatcher Run, the Yanks
Clz.ld see the ca_rwés tops of Confederate military.wagons as they rolled
wriheastward,

I Hancock, who was riding with Egan, was disappointed, beczuse he be-

! .
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lievel zhat a small force of cavalry, if one were available, might have

capiursl part of the train before it crossed the run at Burgess! Mill,

As scon 2s the last of his footsoldiers had emerged from the woods, Egan

A .l

“had Przz form his brigade into line of battle across the Boydton Plank

Road. The 19th and 20th Massachusetis were sent to report to Captéin

4. Hezry Embler of Hencock's staff., Embler deployed the Massachusetts

'7inf2rzi:'ﬁnen as skirmishers to the right of the rcad and advanced to feel

the fee. Hancock at the same time called for. Rugg to move his brigade
across <he Boydton Plank Road, anchoring its right on the road, 10

4= soon as Willett'!s 2d Brigade entered the clearing, Egan had the
colonel form his troops with their left resting on the plank road. The
positic:z taken by Willett's troops was parallel with the road and faced
the cormending ground, knov;rh t;o the soldiers as Burgess'! farm. Willett
vas tcld by Egan to advance "to the support of Captain Embler's skir-
wighere, watil bty lePh sonnectedd Witk Tugsts Piait.

vnile Willett was preparing to. do as directed and before the head of

Smyth's column came out of the pines, a Confederate battery_-roared into

action, hammering Rugg's skirmishers and battle line with case-shot., Two

‘Rebel guns were quickly pinpointed on the south side of Hatcher Run, near

Burgess! Tavern, while a second section had unlimbered ~its: piece off to

the west near White Ozk road.

"~ The cannoneers of Batlteries C and I, 5th U.--S. Light Artillery hearc

the boom of the Southerners' cannon. Lieutenant W, Butler Beck put his

"oattery into a trot.n Driving their teams out into the field, the regulzrs
GQuickly put their Napoleons into action, concentrating their fire on the
Confederate guns on the ridge near Burgess'. The range was only 800 yards,

¢nd tre Federal cannoneers quickly registered on their mark., Within 2 fezw

n)
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lnutes , the greyclads hed had enough, and limbering up their guns they

13

withdrew north of the run.

I General Hanceck did not deem it prudent to co‘n‘&jﬂue his march for

l White Oazk rvad, while any Confederates remsined south of Hatcher Run,
ers were now issued for Egan to push for the bridge at Burgess'! and
I drive everything across., General Gregg at this time rode up and re-

ported to Hencock o .

When (}regg s horsesoldiers took the field before daybreak on October

', Colonel Charles H, Smith's brigade was assigned the advance, to be
followed by lC.olonel Michael Kerwin's, with Brigadier General Henry E.
lvie's’ brigade covering ﬁhe rear., The cavalrymen were delighted when
2ncock's _II‘Corps left them in possession of Helifax road, A mile north
1 Reams! Station, the long columﬁ turned into the Dinwiddie Courthouse
xlad, whi.ch' would bring it to the Monk's Neck Bridge crossing of Rowanty
" Creek, _ _ ' | |
l Colonel Smith, before saddling up, had assigned to the dependable

h Ohio Cavalry the advance. A Confederate outpost was encouﬁtered by
ie Ohicans at d. Hargrave's, aboult one mile northeast of Monk's Neck
lidge. ‘A few shots were exchanged, and the Rebel vedettes fled, The
bluecoets followed,close on the Johnnies! heels,
I As they approached the b.ridge, the Ohioans pulled up their horses,.
because on the opposite side, about 2C0 yards to their front, they could
i\, a line of breastworks bé‘nind which crouched Reﬁel ca#alxgnnen aséigqed
l wzteh the crossing. Colonél Smith galloped up and made a hurrled egti;

r=ie of the situation., The 6un Ohio and a battalion of the 1st Maine were

21
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- gismounted. After the troopers had counted off, every fifth man was de-

tailed as a_horse-holder. Next, the men were deployed on the run as

sirmishers. Several well-aimed volleys kept the butternuts pinned in

" their rifle-pits, and then the bluecoats charged, wading the Rowanty

above and below the bridge. Pressing on, the Yanks stormed the works,

15

cepturing several prisoners.
A bridgenead established, Gregg had his pioneers cut away the
berricades placed on the approaches to the bridge. The division then

crossed Rowanty Creek, as the horse-holders brought up the mounts, and

" the advance vias resumed, Smith's brigade, preceded by troopers of the

6th Ohio, continued to lead. As the column forged deeper into Dinwiddie

County, the Ohiozns were in constant contact with the Rebel horsemen, whom

- they had help rout from the roadbiock. Much powder was burned, but with

both sides moving rapidly, there were few casualties,
Two and one-half miles west of Monk's Neck Bridge, the Federals

.Qﬂned into Vaughan road and crossed Little Cattail Run, Upon reaching

" the intersection of Vaughan and Quaker roads, Gregg's vanguard wheeled

: into Qﬁaker_road. As the 6th Ohio started down the slope leading to

* Gravelly Run, Major George W. Dickinson threw up his right arm as & sig-
‘12l to halt, Most of the leaves having withered and fallen, the advance

" guard could see a number of Rebels posted on the north side of the stream,

16
trepared to resist their crossing.

Several couriers had been bagged by the Yenks during their lightning-

like pide from the Rowanty to Gravelly Run, Gregg closely questioning

th A = 2 2
‘hese men learned that two Confederate cavalry divisions were based 1in

¢2stern Dimeiddie County. Major General W. H. F. "Rooney" Lee's division

“$ said to be encamped on Stony Creek, to Gregg's left and apout three

22



‘miles distant, while Brigadier General Matthew C. Butler's division was
camped on Quaker road to his front.

Mejor General Wade Hamplon's Cavalfy Corps was charged with guarding
';:the,érea southwest of the Petérsburg fortifications, The cavalry chieftain
ffqn Ociober 24 hed notified General Lee thét his Eorsesoldiers had been

eapldyed."in"asSiuting the infaﬁﬂry in completing a new line of works,
’€ which'extends* to Hatcher Run., This task having been completed, Hampton
fihad posfed his corps: Seven huﬁdred dismounted cavalrymen had been sent
;;%hto tﬁe néwly completed eafthworks, their right resting on Hetcher Run,
.;;;ébout'one and one-half miles above Armstnang'é Mill, Troopers from Butler's
igﬂivision picketed the countryside from the rifle-pits to Mpnk's Neck Bridge,
:?£“ﬁile Rooney Lee's horsesoldiers watched'the'ground between Monk's Neck
_ffoidge and the point where Halifax road spanned Stony Creek. Dearing's
ﬁ?brigade was encemped at Burgess' Mill with orders, on receipt of news of
;E:a'Union advance, to take position at once in the trenches on the right

e 18
“7of the infantry.

On the 2Lth Liéutenant General Ambrose P. Hill had joined Hampton
lgfor a ride along the recently finished earthworks. As they jogged along,
giHampton_suggested to ﬂill that if the infantry could hold the line to
Ratcher Run,'he could pull his dismounted troopers out of the rifle-pits
”-horth of the stream and place them in the works guarding the south bank.
;iThg cavalry corps would then be concentrated within supporting di;tance
,?5 the fortified zone, and if the Federals attacked, Hampton could thrdw
l'?.force of frém 1,00 to 4,000 men® on their flank by crossing.at one of
the five dams, reserving at the same time a sufficient mounted force to
©ope with their cavalry. Before Hill could act on this suggestion, how-

19

- %7er, the Army of the Potomac lashed oub towerd the Boydton Plank Hoad.

B B BN B B B e |

23



X

I Shortly after daybreak, on October 27, excited couriers began reach-

ing Hampton's command post with reports that a number of Union columns
l«-ere advancing and driving in Butler's pickets from Squirrel Level .roaci

n the left to the Dinwiddie Courthouse road on the right. Next, came
Ee evil~tidings that Union infantry and artillery had f&fbed.crossings
Iof Hetcher Run .at'.ﬁ.rmstrong's Mill end the Vaughen road crossing, while

Yenkee cavalry had stormed the Mpnk's Neck Bridge. Orders were given

‘Ifor Butler to reinforce his outposts, The brigade commanders ordered

their regiments "o get into the saddle" without allowing their cavalry—

: lmen to attend to the "niceties of the toilette, or to breakfast,...®

Fome dismounted men, "who were in camp, always as wretched as fish out
of water, were forced, much against their will, to move in undignified
I'xaste, swearing like orthodox troopers, amid much pleasant chaff from

heir more fortunate comrades on horseback.® Butler, accompanied by a

combat patrol, rode out to engage the Union column (Hancock's corps)

‘-Ithat was advancing via Vaughan road,

Learning from his scouts that Gregg's cavalry was driving up Quaker

5 lfoad, Hampton with a strong detachment from Butler's division headed south.

‘ampton soon encountered" the pickets as they retreated before Gregg's van-
guard, Re-acting to this emergency with his charactenistic vigor, Hampton
Idismounted and formed his men on. a ridge overlocking Gravelly Run, Butler

how rode up and feported that he had been unable to locate H&ncogk_’é

l%hzmn, Meanwhile, the cannoneers of the Washington South Carolina

Iéz“tillery emplaced ... : two of their 3-inch rifles on a commanding
raoll, 0
l Before riding out of Butler's camp, Hampton had dispatched an zide

with instructions for Rooney Lee to take the field with 211 his division,

2t




‘Tidge south of the Quaker road crossing of Gravelly Run.

except those men on picket duty. Lee was to ride from his Stony Creek
camp, march up the military road, so as to strike Gregg's cavalry in the
rear as it advaanced up Queker road.

Hampton, as a gocd soldier, knew that the gap which had opened between

‘Butler's left and Hatcher Run would have to be covered, If not,Hancock's

column would'be able to mzke an unopposed march to Burgess' Mill., He

therefore ga#e Major Venable the task of telling Dearing to pull his

troopers out of the rifle-pits north of Hatcher Run, and to post them

on Boydton_Plank Road near Bevillts house. Dearing upon reaching Revillis
' _WUuld'have a twofold mission., Besides-watching Butler's flank and rear,
he was to guard the roads léading from Arymstrong's and Dabney's mills to

- the piank'road.

~General Hiil; as Hampton's superior, quashed the order for Dearing

C"to‘pnboeed to Bevill's, because he did not feel that the brigade could
_be spared from the works. Dearing and his trdopers would continue to
::ﬁe responéible for the‘defense of the Burgessl.Mill_crossing‘of Hatcher
Run, Tt was siiie hastening to tell Hempton of Hill's refusal to release
fjﬁ@aring that Venable was captured by Hancock's vanguard. Hampton there-

- fore aid not know that the approach to his rear was unguarded.

Upon the departure of Hamptoh's column for Gravelly Run, the men re-

‘mnlnlng in camp qulckly packed the wagons and started for Burgess! Mlll

fhesv were the vehicles seen by‘Hanoock as he rode out onto the Boydton

21
Flank Rozad,

General Gregg had joined Colonel Smith and Major Dickinson on the
While the of-

ficers were discussing the tactical situation, the cannoneers of the

Washington South Caroline Artillery opened fire, Gregg, studying the

“t7usite slope through his glzsses, wes able to pinpoint a sirong skirmish
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line., Smith prepared to attack. The 6th Ohio and the lst Maine were dis-
mounted and deployed as skirmishers. Weding the run, the blvecoats carved
cut a narrow bridgehead, Butler's Confederstes, however, held their ground
along the brow of the ridge and prepared to counterattack., Swmith determined
to commit another regiment,. The 21st Pennsylvania was called up and rode

across the stream,'forming on the flanks of the skirmish line, Smith's

~brigade, as soon as the Pennsylvanians were in position, began o fight

its way up the slope. Suddénly, the buttérnuts broke off the engagement,

. : 22
secured their horses, and retired up the valley of Gravelly Run.

It was not long before Gregg and Smith's bluecoats discovered the

reason for the Confederates! precipitant withdrawal, Hempton had first

learned that Dearing had not tzken position at Bevill's, when several

'éshen-faced men rode up and reported a powerful Union column (Hancoék‘s)

was astride the Boydton Plank Read, If Butler's butternuts held their

ground, they would be trapped between the Yank cavalry to their front

.énd Hancock's -infantry to their rear, It was mandatory for Hampton to

?ﬁangé his front, so as to meet the Federals on the Boydton Plank and

¥hite OQak roads, After dispatching a combat patrol with one gun up

-Quaker road to harass Hancock, Hampton ordered Butler to disengage his

diYiSion,'move to the left, and take post near J, Wilson's 6n the plank
read, . Cove:ed by a strong rear guard, Butler broke contact with Gregg's
forsesoldiers and headed for Wilson's, &
while Smith's brigade ﬁas battling Butlerts division along Gravelly

2, Rooney Lee's division came thundering up the military road from Stoay
Cresi, General Davies"brigade, réinforced by.the 24 Pennsylvania of

“ridn's prigade, was posted at the junction of the Quaker and military

"“%Zs. Lee's greyclads made a spirited atiack, but they were repulsed.

[49)
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As soon as Butler's division had abandoned the ridge overlooking

e i st s o

Gravelly Run, Gregg resumed his march up Quaker road, Devies! rear guard

(the 1st Pennsylvania Cavalry) was cautioned to keep a strong lockout,
- Rooney Lee's butternuls harassed the Yanks as far as Gravelly Run. .

| Roonéy-Lee was now haile& by one of Hampton's aides. The staff-
officer told Lee that he was to find 2 wood road, south of Gravéily Run,.
~and take his division over to the Boydton Plénk Road, He would then.cross
the stream, adﬁance up the plank road, and assail the Federals, .L;e

moved to Ca;ry.out Hamptonfs instructions.zs -
Upon reaching Wilson's, Hampton had Butler detzil a small force and
post it there to drew Hancock's attention towerd the southwest. Accom-
 panled by Butler and the rem2inder of the‘division, Hampfon took the wood
road leading By Hollidey's and connecting with White Oak roé& at Butler's
house, Althbugh tﬁe Confederatés drove their mounts hard, they reached
White Oak road with only minutes to spare. A short distance to the east,
:'and sweeping rapidly ﬁoward-them¢was a blueclad skirmish line..26

" Butler's trodpers dismounted and deployed on the double, Young's
:.brigade took position on the left, its flank resting on Burgess' Mill"
":and, with an open fiéld to its.front. Colonel Hugh Aiken's South Caro-

1ina‘Brigade was on the right, picketing the ground to a considerable

- distance south of White Osk road. Butler was told by Hampton that he

fllll"“”ll!l"ftllllf”"llllf”1lllrffllll"“”llllf"*llllm"‘Illl“"wllll'“1iiif”“lll!

fiwas to advance as soon as he heard Rooney Lee's guns. While waiting'
_ f9r'Lee fo get into position over on the Boydtqn Plank Road, Butler
Sént the horse~holders to the rear, and his Lcévalryméngz'threw up '
Yemporary barricades of "fence rails, logs and such raterial as...[ﬁfhey;7
tould get." Captain James F. Hart hed the gunners of his Weshington South

£ s . A - L) B} s . . 3% 3 3 3
Carclina Artillery unlimber their six guns along the division's line,
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elwandmg the fJ.eld in front. ! -

Hancock with the Confederzates hav:mg established a roaablock on
1'1 te Ozk road, was especially g_ad to see Gregg. He twld the cavalryman
form his diviSion 6n-the___1eft. of the II Corps—-Kérwin's brigade "close
upon the infantry and west of the plank road,® Davies' on the plank road,
ld Smith's on the Quaker road, Davies' and Smith's hof‘sesold_iers were
to watch'i‘p.f Confederate thrusts up these roads and gnard the IT Corps'
. 28 '
ar,
- With Cregg's division on the field, Hancock prepared to turn his

command into White Oak road. Orders were given for Egan to advance his

Ittle line down the Boydton Plank Road, driving the Rebels posted on
the high ground at Burgess' across Hatcher Run, Meanwhile, Moti's column

d come up. Before leaving Dabney's Mill, a lieutenant and 150 cavalry-

n had reported to Mott. The general told the lieutenant "to look well : *
!ter the rear and to throw vedettes well out on all by—-rogds 3 also to ' |

'iVe up all the stragglers.® At a word from Mott, the march was resumed with

~ ~flankers: thrown -ou-t; Mott's lead brigade reached the plank road at 12:30.

l In obedience to orders from Hancock, Mottt told D'e Trobriand "“to cover

our left flank by a llne of skirmishers thrown forward at a consider-
!le distance toward the White Cak roraq, and a curved line of battle fac-
lg to the left and rear (west and sogth, across the lpike)."'. The 734d, '.
86th, and 124th New York were deployéd and . advanced as _skirﬁsher_s.
. Trobriand's skirmish line connected on the right with Rugg‘séecond
jvision brigade, and on the left with Gregg's vedetles, Tﬁe 2d U, S,
soarpshooters soon reinforced the th.ree New York regiments on the skirmish

. I.ne. De Trobriand's battle lme (the 99th and 110th Pennsy lva.nla the 20th
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“there is no enemy between his corps and Hatcher Run.

. Indizna, the hOth New-Yorx, the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery and 17th Maine
‘ In;antry) extended across the flelds on both sides of a wood road’ leadlng

‘to the northwest, and was covered on its flanks by a dense growth of pines.

- Brigedier General Byron R. Pierce's 2d‘Brigade was massed in a field,

. ; | . 0
“ near the junciion of the Dabney'!s Mill and Boydton Plank roads;‘s Colonel

Poberu }cA111ster‘s 3¢ Brigade was euwerging from the pineés es. cavalcaée

i of horsemen rode up. One of the offlcers, whom McAllister recognlzed as

31

~ General Meade, told the brigede commander to halt his column.

A courier at noon had ridden up and handed Hencock a note from Chief

 of Staff Humphreys, dfafted at 10:40, Humphreys wanted Hancock to know
5fthat the V Corps had found the Rebels "intrenched on a line running near
'Hto Armstrong's mill pond." No V Corps troops had yet forded Hatcher Run,
j  but'warren was to cross a division at once and follow with the rest of

" his corps. Meanwnlle, Hancock was to‘look out for his right and see that

3e

'Replying, Hancock observed that he wﬁs'at Burgess! house, and that

Jﬂﬂeﬁeral_Gregg and his cavalry had "just come up." The foe having been
'idriven across Hatcher Run, the II Corps was about to move out on White

02k road. By the route that he proposed to follow, it was six miles to

the South Side Railroad,
Cne of Hancock's officers now told Mott to put his division in mo-

tion for White Oak road, Before Mott éouldldo as directed, HahCOck re-

" Ceived an order {rom General Meade requiring him to halt where he was.

Ttn s P yae s s . . .
tnile awaiting additional instructions, Hancock watched as De Trobriand's

“igade formed,
Generals Grant and Meade now rode up to Hancock's command post.

A
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Clling Hancock aside, Meade told him that Crawford's V Corps division

Meade wanbed Hancock to extend his
' "3k

was working its way up Hatcher Run,

e

]lﬁ to the right and link up wilh Crawlord's troops.
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLAKNK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864

Chapter XIT

' . General Heth Prepares to Strike

on October 27. -Parke, like the people at Meade's headquarters, was of

the oninion that the Confederates! fortifications had not yet been ex-

Lee's skilled eng:meers, the earthworks had not been completed.

'teqaea to Hatcher Bun, or if such a line hed been marked out by General

Brigadier General Orlando B. Willcox's lead brigade, Colonel 'Bryon

¥. Cutcheon's, marched at 3:30, passing by Parke's Peebles' house com-

'lmend post, en route to Fort Cummings. Ioviﬁg through the gap cut in

lthe earthworks and abatis to the right of Fort Cummings, the head of

‘the column was holted by Willcox at the picket line. Here Cutcheon's

l bluecoats waited in the darkness, while the next brigade in line, Co-

lonel Nap_dleon B. Mclaughlen's, marched up.

l Filing to the right, McLaughlen's troops passed in front of the }

earthworks from which the Rebels had been driven the previous month.

- Melaughlen's mission wes to surprise the Confederate outpost known to

l be stationed at the redoubt. At what he considered a secure distance

-from the redoubt; KcLaughlen halted his tro'b-ps.._ Major James Doherty

' ¥ith L0 volunteers from the 57th Massachusetts crept f orward--their

task was to take the pickets fromthe rear. One of Doherty's party

¥as trigger-happy. There was a loud bang. One of the four Confeder-

. - N - - l . ) *
I &le sentries was knocked to the ground by a minie, and his companions
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eaped to their feet and in the confusion eluded Doherty's patrol., Reach-
ing their lines, the gr'e.yclads éounded the alarm.

_ ' Meleughlen, on hearing ther shet, led his brigade forwerd and joinsd
Loherty at the redoubt. Here he halted his column to allow Brigadier Gen-
rel John F. Harﬁranft and his Ist Brigade to pass | Willcox now rode up

grd told Mclaughlen to have his cclwm' follow Hartranfi's,

_ Cutcheon by this time had deployed the 2d Michigan as skirmishers

‘ Elong the edge of the woods east of C. Smith's house, The 20th Michigan

ves posted in support, and the rest of the brigade was held ready to file
y the left flank. Upon hearing that McLaughlen's troops had botched
‘néir assignment, Cutcheon advancled his brigade toward Smith's house.

At Smith's, Cutcheon swung his left forward,' and thé brigade drove west-

lward. Contact with McLaughlen's troops to .tﬁe right was soon lost, so

Cutcheon dir_‘ected his "skirmishers to gain ground in that direction as
hey advanced, until they shouléi cover the road rumning westward from the

Hewks house." The right of the skirmish line had a difficult time wad-

ing the branch of Arthur Swamp in front of ‘Hawks!,thus causing the left

| Iof the skirmish iine to swing ahead till it wés nearly perpendicular with
Duncan road. Cutcheon discovered what had occurred, but 20 minutes of
valvable time was lost while the alignment was’corrected, When the ad-
Vance was resumed, Culcheon told Lieutenant Coloﬁel Edwin J. March of
tﬁe 2d Michigen "o push fprward vigorously and attack proﬁlptlj any

lf‘orce of the. enemy he might encounter.“

The Union skirmishers forged ahead, Confederate pickets from Heth’s

division were enccuntered in the pines east of Watkins'; shots were ex-
lC’-?ar‘.-ged , and the butternuts fell back. General Willcox. heard the mus-

etry and had Cutcheon hold his ground, while he called up Hartranft's

i | | .
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: ' l;:eoplé. ;Hartranft’s brigade came up on Cubcheon's left. As soon as
Hartranft's skirmishers were in position on the ieft of the 2d Michigsn,
lli‘qcox told his brigade commanders to push on, Harlranfi's and Culchecn’s
irigades closely supported the skirmishers as they drove in Heth's outposts.
It had been-daylight several hours, when the skirmishers emerged from
I;‘ne pine thickels west of‘ Clements! houss, and fourd themselves confronted
by a line of rifle;pits nyell filled with men and protected by an almost
lanervious slashing." March advanced his bluecoats close up to the abatis,
© the left of his line entering the felled timber, Seeing that the Confeder-
ite position was too strong to be assailed, he sent a runnef facing to
.' Ihe rear to tell Cutcheon what he had discovered. Cutcheon reinforced
Herch with the 20th ﬂaﬁichigan:ié aﬁd the 51st Pemnsylvania. Hartranft
It the same time 'str'engthened his skirmish line. Taking position in front
if the abatis, the Federals dug in, |
5 Under Willcox's eye, Hartranft and Cutcheon formed their brigades
Ior attack. Colonel Mclauohlen s brigade was called up, 80 it could be
2 ready reserve. All the vhile patrols from the two advance brigades
: larobed for soft spots :Ln the fortified line held by Heth's veterans. .
Brlgadler General Edward Ferrero's Negro Division had follomed the
l‘ouue pioneered by Willcox's troops through the breastworks and abatis
I’”d across the countryside beyond, When Willcox's advance came to a
halt before the Rebel earthworks west of Clemehts"field, Ferrero
‘ngeyed his brigades into position on Willcox's right, swinging his
right fiapk back to link up with Brigadier General Robert R, Potter's
Ceoond Division near Hawks! house.
I Sereened by & strong line of skirmishers, Ferrero pushed his bat-

tle line through the pines and dense undergrowith, Ferrero's people, like

LAY
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l willcox's, were compelled to halt, when they came upon a line of recent-

e AP I 5

i 1y dug earthworks, Obstructions (slashed timber and abatis) warned
}I?‘erz'ero and his officers that an attack against the sector to their

frent would be attended with frightful casualiies. Ferrero, ai‘ter

e i L

notifying Parke of the situaltion, received permission to fo rtlfy h:Ls

6

vosition,

There was a glow in the eastern sky, as Potter's advence brigade

(8rigadier General Simon G, Griffin's) pessed Fort Curmings. Merching

A A . et e e

rapidly ahead, Griffin's troops relieved McLaughlen's at the abandoned

Rebel redoubt. To cover the advance of Willcox's and Ferrero's divi~

|
{ |
; sicns, Griffin sent a strong force of skirmishers toward the northwest.
| After all the soldiers had passed the redoubt, Potter brought up his

. { ist Brigade, Colonel Joun I. Curtin commending. Potter now deployed

.g : .

i ! his division, "the center on the road to the right of the Hawks house

and in line with that house," his right in the abandoned Conf ederate

PR

l rifle-pits about one-eighth mile from the slashings in front of the

Union main line of resistance, and his left in contact with Ferrero's'

. I right, A picket line was esta‘ﬁlished well to the front, connecting on
} The right with the pickets in front of Fort Welch.

| I Potf;er during the afternoon had his men entrench their position.
I The 19th Battery, New York Light Artillery had reported to him, 50

Potter had the cannoneers emplace four guns near Hawks' house and the
8 : ' :

l re;ﬁéining section on his right.
General Parke at 9:L5 notified Chief of Staff Humphreys that

"iilleox is up with the enemy's line, and is now engaged, skirmishing,®

Potter at this

he found a soft s

l Willeox was now extending to the left to connect with Warren, and, if
pot, he was to attempt a breakthrough.

3k



hour was across the road north of the Hawké house redoubl, while Ferrero
cccupied the interval between Willecox and Potter,

Warren's V Corps as difecteé had merched at L a.m. It started to
sprinkle at L:45 a.m., aﬁd because of the overcast,‘it wés unusually dark.
Owing io the gloom, parts of the long column became scrambled; brigades
 lost contact with the - Preceding unit. It was light enough for the sol-

: ‘diers to see the road at 5:30, and Varren, having passed to the left of
" Fort Cummings, turned the head of his column into the woods. Warren was

. disgusted to discover that the IX Corps' pecple had not cleared all the

* " obstructions from the road, so he called on General Griffin for pioneers,

- - - i - i -“.u...-‘.--»-.--«-'.«w-m - e | L s e, - _. e '
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Keeping to the left of the IX Corps! flahkeréjfthe column ﬁoved in a
- southwesterly direction to R. Thompson's house.

Ascertaining that he was getting too far south, and that all roads
.Encountered ran north and south, Warren had his pioneers cut a road
through thelpines in a westerly direction for one-half mile, This led
:ﬁhe corps' vanguard into Duncan road, soutﬁeast of Clements' house.
:‘-HE£é Warren found a cart road leading west. A short tramp down the cart

: 10
road brought Warren's advance guard up against Heth's picket line,

General Giiffiﬁ: in response to instructions from Warren, told Colonel
Edgar ﬁ. Gregory, the commander of his iead brigade, to form his men in
-the pines to the left of the road. Gregory deployed his unit in double
line-~the 188th New York Battalion and the 91st Pennsylvenia in front,
aﬁd the 187th New York Batialion and the 15%th Pennsylvania inrsupport._
Skirmishefs ffom the 91ist Pennsleania were advanced, while the 155th
Pennsylvania in the same formetion took position to cover the 2d Brigade's
left, As soon as Gregory reported that he was prepared; Griffin sent him

orward. The men who wore the maltese cross, although subjectad to 2

=4
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tlively fire," advanced through the pines, driving Heth's oubposts back

: A
into their fortifications., Upon penelrating to within 100 to 200 yards

y

of the Rebels' main line of resistance, Gregory's skirmishers encounter-
ed felled timber and came under a scathing fire from riflemen sheltered
behind recently erected breasiworks, A hasty reconnaissance convinced

Criffin that the slashings ard ababis would make an assault ca the rifle-

- pits costly. Orders were given for Gregory's troops, who had alréady

seen 100 of thelr comrades shot down, to take position and start forti--

[o 2

fying. Contact was established at this time with Hartranftls IX Corps

ftroops on the rignht.

It was now 9530. Warren had eglready received word from Meade that
Parke's people had met the Confederates, but they would probably be un-
able to crack the Rebels' fortified line. Meade therefore wanted Warren

to send part of his corps across Hatcher Run and communicate with General

i2
Hancock,

Replying to Eeade's communication, Warren told of his advance and

of Gregory's repulse. All that he had seen satisfied Warren that, be-

- Cause of the strength of the Rebels'! works to his front, it would be im-

Practical for his corps to force a crossing of Hatcher Run above Arm-

sirong's Mill.'13

Hancock at the same time was notified that the V Corps was "about
_ "

02 mile north of Armstrong'!s Mill, on the Duncan road."

After ordering Gensrals Ayres and Crawford to mass their divisions

tlose benind Griffin's, Warren called for two of his staff--Major Wash-

vt

“gon A, Roebling and Captein William T. Gentry. Roebling was to take
‘22 generalls escort (a detachment from the Lth Pennsylvania Cavalry)

&0d fesl to the left, and ses if he could locabe where the Eebel right

[
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B . foute to the plank xead

R

anchored on Hatcher Run, Captain Gentry was entrusted with the 9:30 pes-

- s2ge to Hancock. Pending the return of his aides, Warren would reconnoiter

15

to his front and as ain the practicebility of forcing Heth's position.

Major Roebling rode toward Armstrodb's Mill, On the opposite side

35?of Hatcher Run at the mill, he could see a regiment of troops wearing

. 'the clover-leaf badgs, As EFoebling and the horsescldiers watched, the

iI Corps footsoldiers moved ouf of what looked like rifle-pits, The
; ﬁajor assumed that these were abandoned Confederate earbthworks; that

~ they were continuous along the right bank of the stream; that they re~

crossed Hatcher Run somewhere opposite Griffin's left, connecting with

- “'the fortifications before which Gregory's advance had stalled, As it

'ﬂ;fbde up.the creek, Roebling's perty was fired on by a greyclacd picket,

Wﬁe took to his heels. Roebling reported back to Warren at 10:15, and

told his general that beSLdes belng fortified the south bank of the run

was heavily tlmbered

Generals Grant and Neade,accomnanled by a large number of horsemen,

rode up to harreq s command post at 10:30. After Warrean hed briefed his

'important visitors as to his dispositions and the formidable character
:Df tne Rebels! works, Ma jor Roebling explalned to the generals that

£ G*lffln s skirmish llne extended a con51derable distance down Hatche“
’.ﬂiRnn. Captain Genury now showed up. Guestioned by Warren, he reported

3fl_3nat the rear of General Hancock's column had passed Dabney s Mill en

17

Grant, after reflecting on the situation and checking his maps,

wld Warren "to send a division across Hatcher's / sic / Run, place iis

right flank_od the run, and then move up, supporting General Hancock,

nd ugon arriﬁing et the enemy's right of the line in front of General

37



Griffin to attack it in flank, and endeavor to cause him to abandon the
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line, and thus open the way for the rest of" the V and IIX‘ Corp's.

Checking with his staff, Werren learnsd thet Crawford's division was

conveniently situated for undertaking this:specilal assignment. Lisutenant

Charles Ricketts was sent to tell Crawford to bring up his division., When
i : _

Ricketts trotted up, he found the Third Division halted in Thompson's

field, After listening to Ricketts, Crawford turned the head of his

Mz jor Roebling, - The major, who was to conduct the division to its posi-

tion, told Crawford that he was to cross Hatcher Run at Armstrong's Mill,

advance up the right bank, resting his right on the stream, and link up

I-COlumn into Duncan road, Before he had gone very far, Crawford encountered
with Griffin's left. From Roebling, Crawford learned that the II Corps .

"was on his left and hed advanced a considerable distance, While ques-

{ __ tioning the staff-officer about the topography of the area into which he

l. was to take his troops, the general was told that if he advanced as he

I planned with a t.vo-—brn.gade front he would toverlap! the II Corps.

Meanwhile, Warren had determined to increase the force with which
l Crawford would cross the run. Orders were issued for General Ayres to Wi

reinforce Crawford with a brigade., Ayres detached the M—lryland Brigade,

!
‘ l Colonel Jlndrew W. Denison commanding, Crawford's column having been as—

signed a mission fraught with danger, Warren would travel with it, Griffin

would be expected to employ his own division and two brigades of Ayres!' to

! l keep Heth's :étten‘cion' focused on his front, vhile Crawford maneuvered for

20
- Posiiion on the Rebels! flank or rear,

- As Warren trotted off, Grlff:._n called up two regiments from his 3d

tt's), sending them to the

0

I Brigade (Brigadier General Joseph J. Bart

left, There they took pesition, their right resting on Gregory's left

.n
L
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l and their left on Hatcher Hun. The rest of Bartleli's brigade was form-

T S et

ed in line north of the road opened thai morning by the division pioneers,
l Gen oral Ayres massed his 1st and 3d Brigadss zs a sti'ategic reserve in

; the pines behind Bartlea,t‘s battle line,

kl - Crawford’s vanguard reached the run opposite Armstrong"s Mill by

l 11:45 and martcd to cross., Becmse of the hvav;,; growth of timber and

~underbrush on the onnos:Lte side of the snrean, Crawford was compelled to

. bt o

I leave his battery;_ the Gth Battery, Massachusetts Light Artillery, at
the mill, Warren jJjoinsd Crawford by the time his rear brigade--Colonel

l J, William Hofmann's had scrambied up the south bank. Colonel Denison

| l and the ¥exyland Brigade overtook the division at this time, While
. Cyawford!s bluecoats were aenloylng, Warren reviewed for Crawford's
| lbeneflt what was expected, U51ng a map, the corps commander indicated
to his subordinate the point where the earthworks confronting Griffin's

lpeople were believed to anchor on the run. Warren wanted Crawford to
22 ,

‘lturn these fortifications.

In forming his command, Crawford placed Brigadier General Fdward

IS Bragg's brigade in advance. Bragg was told "to throw out a strong

line of skirmishers, to do'uble them, and to advance them half a mile
-lin his fr;nt, their right.resting upon the cresk,® Colonel Hofmann's
lbrigade wés forﬁxed in rear of Bregg's, ibs right anchored on Habtcher
Run, In obedience with instructions froﬁ Crawford, Hofmann threw out
Ithe'uﬁth New York as flankers to guard his left. As the dense under-

growth made it impossible to advance along the creek, two regiments of

ine Marylard Brigade were ordered "to advance 1n rear, and supporting

T

he right flank, and two others on the left flank," and Colonel Deni-

831t wes instructed to hold his Merylanders ready to reinforcg any

mu .
o)
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rtion of the line that ‘might be necessary. o ow e

- -

l ' After checking wlt.n the brigade con*manders and leammg that they
Iware ready, Crawford "broke the commend by the right of companies to the
ront, and advanced® into the_ forest, Forward progress was attended with
' great difficulty. So thick were the trees and so tangled the undefgrov}th
Ithat the troops became confused as to directions, Officers were compelled
to rely on their compasses. To help Crawford and his top subordinates
guide their movements, _Ir.-"érren dispatched an aide with instructions for
Griffin to have his s}ciimish line open on the foe..-to ité front. Great

difficulty was experienced by the brigede and regimental commanders in

: .maintaming a semblance of en alignment, Hatcher Run made a horseshoe
bend to the west, and Crawford, to avoid. having his ri ght wing wade the

.stream twice, filed his brigades by the flank a considerable distance to

.'.;;.the southwest. . - g _ : e
Reconnoitering in front of his left, Crawford rode into the clearing | '

i lat Dabney's Mill, where he sighted a detaclment of cavalry, Told by the

horsesoldiers that the IT Corps vas a coasuzerable dlstance to his front,

Ierwford urged his men on. The pc.ce of the advance was snall-—llke. After

gvinat seemed like hours, Crawford reached Crow's farm—-"a w;.de open space
under cultivation.“ To the east, about 200 yanié awé:;r, Hetcher Run made
Ia s‘nafp meander, Here the timber had been felled, so as to make any
'moxlreme.nt‘ up the bank of the stream impra-c:ticé.blt_a.
. l Cféwford now lost valﬁable time as he mistook the- branch which dis-
charges into Hatcher Run at this point for the mdn stream., After the

tereral had orientated’ himself, he sent Hofmann's brigade forward by the

lflcm while Bragg's bettle line crossed Crow's field, Hofmann's sol-

LS ,
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realizing it, they passed Bragg s batile iizs, =3memm, on disivertn

that Bragg's -troops were no longer to his Irtzi. z:z7 it scoubs. %
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in a few minutes, they returned and rezcrisi tizt Zeszuize of ths ‘=mie-
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like-conditions, they had been uneble io lozztz Iz
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Hofmann halted his column. Befors resz=i-: Zis: zlvance, he I:reed

his brigade into line of battle, coverim: It stz 2 ziring fores - siir-

mishers. A 200-yard advance brought ths =

line® of Confederate sharpshooters. Tre Zstels Zarzed zway at Exfzemnls

blueccats, An eyewitness reporited, "Ins Troozz we

13

{

U

'

3

L3
1
({4
it

' ’
e
f
ck
]
@
[42]
o
{ie
't
it
\a
1y
5
=

‘many stragglers began rurning to the rsar; -t I3v ti:sis seemsl Ic ome

from the enemy. Our line then commencsd Z: theis, z=< zdvance r:ziiy,
firing 211 the while. The firing from irz zmzz7 nzs
engagement which ensued was short but deci=vsz; 1z¢ syclads baizg

23

driven across Hatcher Run.
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Another group of Confederates at the sz=e Iize h:l assailed

- skirmish line, as it entered the woode mori: of Iow's Jarm. The ize-

¢
iy
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i

coated skirmishers held their ground, en¢, —:izi:rzel Iy the 15(:: TzIn-

sylvania, they drove back the butternuts, czzimizz oz of Briga:‘:lf_:

P

General John R. Cooke‘sh North Carolinizrs.

The shooting served as a guide, z

nd told Z:7mEnn

r!:l

Te-establish contact., One of Bragg's &liss riil:zsd

& - e X - - ~

to retire. In answer to Hofmern's inciiry; itz ziefi-iificer pirziiziad

Bragg!s brigade as 500 yards to the lelt =i »=r. Zilire the ¢

, Le executed, it was countermanded, Surssfuanily, tne oxder was meoeiied,
. : 3 -
; ard the brigade moved back and fell in oo ZTizss _=I%,
Gengrel Crawford, on making a recii: sz, T2l thalt Brzzo's
skirmishers h i advanced 150 yards bersnd 1l niixy soace Grdffin s B
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f:anchored on the north bank of Hatcher Run. This was the reazson for Hoi-

‘mennts recall. After Hofmann's bluecoats had taken position on Bragg's

left, Crawford “detached a regiment to examine the right bank of the

- creek near my present position; and to feel the enemy's works," The

‘regiment took position and blazed awaj, enfilading one of Heth's units

posted in the rifle-pits nmorth of the run., This fire disconcerted the

. greyclads, bubt being veterans they did not panic easily. After redse-

" ‘ploying to meet this threat to their flank and rear, the Confederates

' 26
returned the Federals! fire,

General Warren at this moment rode up to Crawford's command post.

- A hasty inspection demonstrated to the corps commander that Craviord!s
" troops were just.where he wanted them~-"on the right. flapk df the enemy's

5position fronting Griffin." He could see that the steep banks and slashed

timber at this point would make it difficult for Crawford's troops to

~force a crossing of Hatcher Run., Moreover, as Crawford explained to
Q:Harren, thé march through thé mjungle" had caused ﬁhole regiments to

. loose their way. rErren told Crawfofd to hold his ground and press the
- foe with his skirmishers, while he rode to discuss the situation with

-Heade, who was reportedly_at Hencock's headquarters. As Warren galloped

" g 27
off, Qrawford e¢hecked the time: it was L p.m.

. Major Roebling in the meantime had been riding along Bragg's skirmish

- Yine, and he found its right was on the creek, directly in front of the
Esbel rifle—pits on the left bank. The breastworks near Hatcher Run had

ten evscuated. At this moment, a 20-man Confederate squad appeared atop

a ¥noll north of the run and fired at the major's party, killing an orderly.

{5 he petired downstream, Roebling saw thet Griffin's skirmish line con-

L2
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side of the stream, having crossed on a log. There was no officer with

them. Roebling told them to find their officer and tell him that the

Revels had pulled out of their breastworks, and M"to go up and occupy

“them." Next, Roebling contacted Crawford and inquired, "wWhy have you

helted when victory is in your grasp?"

"I have positive ordérs from Warren not to advance another step,®
was the repiy. |

Captain Dennis Dailey of Warren's steff now rode up and begged to

be allowed to ford the stream, vhich was waist-deep, with 50 volunitsers

‘and mop-up the line of rifle-pits,

"Permission refused," Crawlord snapped,
" Whereupon, Roebling thundered off up a cart rozd to see if he could

. ; ' 28
find Warren and explain to him the situation.
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General Robert E. Lee at this time was at Chaffin Bluff, north of

 the James, Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill having been left to lock
~after the units charged with holding the Petersburg lines. On October

2526 there were signs of stepped-up Union activities on the north side

of the James, and on the morning of the 27th elements from Mejor General

‘Benjamin F. Butler's Army of the James attacked vigorously along the en~

VE I e : . . - : 29 s
tlre front from the New Market to the Charles City roads. _' Simultane-
Susly, Lee received reports that the bluecoats hed crossed Hatcher Run '
and were driving for the Boydton Plank Road.  Colonel Walter H. Taylor

: . 30

of Lee's staff remarked, "It looks like 2 sure enough advance,m . while

Solonel Charles Marshall, in more formal phrase, notified Secrstary of

£3




o ®
var James A, Seddon, "There...appears to be a simltaneous movement on
both flanks.ﬁ 31: The goverhment_was profouﬁdly alarmed and called’the
last available reserves; the mnition ﬁorkers and the cadets, to ;ts
32
defense..

Counﬁernoperations con the South Side had to be left to the judgment
of Generals Hill and Hampton. Norih of the James, Lee left the disposi-
'tlons to Lieutenant General James Lopgstreet who had returned to du~y
eight days'beforg. Never did Lee have better reason to trust the mili-
Ctary judgmeﬁt of'Longstreet. The front opposite.Fort Burnham had been
:} carefully planted with subterra shells or "land mines," after its cap-
'f~ture by the Federals on September 29, so Longstreet had.nothiﬁg to fear
. .along that sector, which the Chaffin Bluff garrison manned, He massed
‘;;two divisions (Hoke's and Field's) on the.front'of atﬁack, and soon be-
.came convinced that the-Bluecoats ﬁight be prepéring to turn the upper
 'end of the outer liné,'which was undefended, Boldly shifting his in-
;}fantry as far northﬁard as the Wiiliamsburg road, LongstreeF sent Bri-
:ﬁ_gadier General Martin W, Gary'é cavelry to occupy the fortifications

. on the Nine-Mile road, In the course of a few hours,he. completely re-

- pulsed the foe, capturing 600 prisoners and 11 battleflags. No drive
‘north of-the James,'during the entire investment of Richmond, had been
e 33 : )

B broken up so readily.

On the South Side, the Federals' numbers were 1arge and their ad-

Vance rapla;””If he deuermlned to march to meet the Federals, General

- Hil1 would be compelled to leave thousands of soldiers to hold the

e e et

Extensive Pelersburg carthworks, Hill liked to fight, however, so it

Wis not @i.fficult for @ man of his temperament to make his decislon.

Ly



(I]eral Henry Heth would be placed in charge of a étl‘_’rbng column, With

. this force, Heth was to cross Hatcher Run, advance into the wilderness

e

i ilvond, and see if he could interpose between the T and % Corps. If

ke could, Heth was to assail-ﬁancock‘s right, whi.ZlLe Hampton's dismounted
!}opers struck the II Corps! ieft and rear. Deé.fing's dismounted ti'oopérs
i \"re to hold the rifle-pits to Hancock's ;f—ront, ‘covering the bridge at
 Burgess' Mill, while Heth was feeling his wayl into position, 3
: ' When Heth took the field, General Bushrod Johnson wi_tﬁ his divi-
fon (reinforcad by Brigadier Gensral Joseph Fiﬁ.eg:iﬂ's and Colonel
i !Hiam Gibson's brigades of Mahone's division,' and Archer's 3d Battalion,
'rgini_a. Reserves) was to occupy the fortifications from the Appomettox

to Battery No, L5. Three brigades of General Cadmus Wilcox!'s Ligat

'Vision. held the works from a point opposite Fort Weleh to Battéry No.
jj . Wilcox's other .brigadé .-(Brigadier General Edward L, Thomaé‘*) was

l_ ﬁrth df the Appomattox and had been stationed there since July 4. I
"' ls on the night of October 2 that Wilcox's butternuts had taken posi-

tion in this area, and the next morning they had commenced erecting

l‘eastworks._ This was the beginning of the line of fortifications ex-

nding from Battery No. 45 to Hatcher Run. Heth's division threw up
!; occupied the rifle-pits on Wilcox's rigt. From right to left £
lilcox‘s brigades were poé.ted: Brigadier Generals Samuel McGowan's, CL
| James F{ Lane's, and Alfred ¥, .Scales'_. 36
l | General He_ﬁh's division was respénsible for the defense of ﬁ’ne newly
‘rected rifle-pits .from Hatcher Run on the right to Wilcox?s left, Gen~

r2l Cooke's North Carolina Brigade was on the right, Colonel Robert M.

.e.yo's Consolidated Brigade on the right center, Brigadier General Josepn R.

Davis'! Misecissipni Brigade on the left center, while Brigedier General Williem

l - , L5 | i



. MacRae's North Carolina Brigade anchored the left . MacRae's command post

o by oo

was at Hart's house,

General Hill's ready reserve consisted of three of Ceneral Mohone's

brigades~-Brigadier General Nathaniel Harris', and Colonels David A.

S A w1 |
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Weisiger's and J. Horace King'!'s——which were camped between the Welden

"

Rzilroad and Batiery No. 45. There was an ‘_air of expectancy on October
2, s Sergeant John F. Sale of the 12th Virginia, Weisiger's briga.de,

vrote in his diary:

o S o b b i

Nething of interest has transpired for some time,
Considerable artillery firing & picket firing has been
going on for some time, but no movements of any importance
has taken place, Large numbers of conscripts are daily
being sent forward to recruit ocur army, and with but a
few days drilling and the example_of the old soldiers : o T
they will be as good -as r&ny / , /-and our army will be = i
as large as before the campaign. Where on earth the new
men come from I cannot see, but they do come from some-
wnere is a visible certainty. Our regiment along having
received about 100.

Deserters are coming out of the enemy s lines to
Join us, some 35 or LO persons having come to my knowledge 37

As soon as the outposts raised the alarm on the 27th Generals Heth's

and W:Llcox's brlgade copmanders saw thet the "101'1:7 roll" vas beaten, The.

3-:I troops were turned out on the double and the lines manned. By 9 o'clock

l the piékets had been driven in, and the bluecoats of the V and IX Corps

had appeared before the felled timber fronting the works held by Cooke's,

Ihaz/’o S, and Davis! brlgades.

General Hill, upon being alerted that the Yankees were attembulrng

I to turn his right, called for General_Mahone to bring up the ready re-
serve, Even before the order to fall out was heard in the camps occu-~

pied bv Ir{az'*;:'ie1 We131aer s, and King's troops, the sound of heavy fir-

llng off to the southwest told the soldiers that the much dreaded thrust
| townrd t?e Arzy of Yorbhern Virginia'ls righ nt wes under WaY.
I L5
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At 9 o'cl_ock Mahone told his brigade commenders to form their units.

Pt thin a snort time, the troops had been turned out under arms and in

siger's V:Lrglma Brigade took the lead. There was a 30 minute-helt at
pattery No. L5, while Mahone checked with General Hill. Instructions

; having been received to report to Gehen.l Heth, Mzhone turned his three

l 11rrbt marching order, When Mahone passed the order to move out, Wei-
brlgades into the Boydton Pjank Road, At Gill's plantation, the column
abandoned the plank rOﬂd in favor of the military road to Stony Creek.

Here General Mzhone was met by a guide sent by General Heth

The guide, who was familiar with the area, led the way as Weisiger's ,

Vlrglnlans, Harris' Mississippilans, and King's Alabamans tramped along
" seldom frequented byroads, Off to the east and southwest, the soldiers

c0uld hear the rattle of musketry and the roar of cannon, The head of .

across Hatcher Fun, to back up water toward the bridge at Burgess'! Mill,

Not too long before Mahone‘s vanguard arrlved at the dam, General

I the c<>1mm soon reached the dam which Confederate pioneers had built
Peth had learned that Crawford's division, having crossed Hatcher Run

I at Armstrong's Mill, was pressing up the south bank of that stream in

I a drive to establish contact with Hancock's corps at Burgess' mitl, To

 gain tlme, Heth called on General Cooke for 75 picked marksmen., Cross-

ll ing the run on the double, the North Carolina sharps"looters moved off

into the dense pines. ~ Teking advantaﬂe of the terrain and grouvd cover,

P SEP N frimg .
. amn i e

the North Caroliniens stalled Crzwford's division in the jungle north

of Crow's clearing,
Satisfied that the V and IX Corps did not intend to make a serious
1

.-assanlt on the Rebel works northeast of Hatcher Run, Heth cazlled in his

left fiar: brigace, MacRze's., Te teke tre North Caroliniens! place behind

e i
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' 'Ithe breastworks, Mclowan's brigade extended to the right. MacHae's butter- 5
nuts reported-to Heth at fhe dam,
l Generals Heth and Mahone now listened intently as several of Cocke's
- mscouts, who had Jjust recrossed the run, reported that there was a consider—
Iable gap between Hancock's right and Crawford's people. Heth determined
_ Ito capitalize on this Union blunder. Before putiing his infa antry in 1O -
tion, Heth contacted General Hampuon. Between them, the two generals
Iperfected their plens,  As scon as the foolsoldiers had crossed Hatcher
Fun, Heth was to notify Hampton. When the roar of battle indicating
l_that Heth had attecked reached his command post, Hampton would send
Iiutler's-dismounted cavalrymen sweeping down White Cak road against
Hencock's left.
I Heth now crossed the-dem with two of Nahone's-brigades (Weisiger's
nd Harris!) and MacRee's North Carolinians, and followed "an old blind
‘:'ood—road" through the wi'ldernesé. toward the Boydton Plank Road, Because
l)f the dense woods, Heth had left his artillery north of Hatcher Run,
Slipping his column through the gap seperating Hancock's right and Craw-—

ord's front, Heth soon learned from his scouts that he had galned an

xcellent 'position from x-»fhich to launch an attack on Hancock's right and
[ _
l A halt was called. to allow the brigade commanders to form their units
into line of battle, .We_isig.er's Virginia Brigade was posted on the left,
'Il:—‘.cb';ae‘s North Carolina Brig;ehde on the right, and Harris' .Mississippians
yn support. The 1.211:}'1 Virginia was on the extreme left, so Colonel Wei~
tigér called for the company to which Sergeant Sale was assigned to deplojr

While his butternuts were filing into position, General

L2
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“skirmishers -had been advanced, Heth passed the word for the assault to

blundered in positioning their artillery too near the woods, As scon as

begin, 4,500 combat~harden veterans forged through the woods toward the

38

© fields occupied by Hancock's right flenk unit, Pierce's brigade.

Lgte-in the afternoon, after it had started to rain, Heth called for

reinforcements, and King's Alzbama Brigade crossed Hatcher Run,

s

For a better understanding of the tactical situation in which the
Federals found themselves at t he time that the Confederates ﬁere deploy~
ing for a cognterstroké,we must recall that in obedieﬁce with latest
orders from army headquarteré,rParke, having entered a fortified zone,

was to confront the foe in his works, "until the operations on the left

‘(should) draw off ihe Confederates," In which case he was, presumably,

“to attack without regard to the strength of the Rebels' position.

Meade'!s alternate ﬁlan was now ready for‘execution, though it was
not a'coufse of actiﬁntupon.which'he was “disposed to insist.® As we
shall see, Meade, with Grant's concurrence, gave the order to cancel
it, although no disas%er or check, except from the hature of the geo-
'graphy of eastern Dinwiddie County, had been experienced.

What ﬁas this Yplan?® It was to employ Parke's IX Corps to keep -
the Rebels pinned in their defenses east of Hatcher Run and throw Warren's
V Corps across that étreamJ VWarren's people would tﬁen Be left to hold |
the Boydton Plank Road, while Hencock struck for the South Side Railroad
oy way of White Oak road.

It is apparent that the revised mastér plan was much less sweeping

in its scope. With less manpower being commitied, there wes less chance

49
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of success. Pirst, because the Mactive force® had been reduced from three
corps to two., Second, considerable time had béeﬁ-sqﬁandered in “defining"
the Confederates!'position and in reaching the coﬁclusion that an attack
on the 36b@1 fortifications by Parke would be unprofiteble, Hours, évery
minute of which ﬁgs;precious,hgd elapéed,_during which a vigilant'and re-
sourceful foe was meking preparations to counter the impending blow.
Reduced in size and possible importance, as was Eeade}s mcdified
plan, it was soon emasculated by farther action by the Union brass.
Insﬂead df pushing Warren as far as possible across Hatcher Run with

his entire corps; thus throwing upon Fa:ke'the responsibilitﬁiof holding

the Confederates in their breastworks northeast of the stream, Meade had

-Informed Hancock that only one division of the V Corps, Crawford's, was

to ford Hatcher Run.

What Meade hoped to gaiﬁ by these nGWtiispositions was that Crawford,
by advanclng rapidly up the south bank of the run, would COnnel the Con= -
federates defendlng'the rlfle-plts in front of the V and IX Corps to aban-
don their positions, With the Rebels gone, Warren and Parke could then
cfoss Hatcher Run, and, in conjunction with Hanqock, slash.deeﬁly into

the rear of the Petersﬁﬁrg defenses complex. Whether if.was Meade's in-
tentioﬁ, in event of success, to push on out White Oak road, or to wheel
hlS columns to the rlaht and roll up the Confederate line, we do not know.

There'was alyays anou%er pos ibility~-~that General Hlll feeling the

tive and advance to strike the intruding force 2 fearful blow, - This
vossibility, which was macde a strong provability by the often and bitterly

experienced audacity of the Confederates, mede it imparative that Crawford

50

heavy hand of the foe upon the Boydton Plank-Road, would seize the initia-.
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izste no time in establishing contact with Hancock. Delay on Crawford's

part could result in losing a chance for victory, or worse, it could

L LO

invite defeat and disaster,

Promptly on being notified by Meade of the changed plan, Hancock
moved to open communicabions witﬁ Crawford, Unknown to the Federal
eaders, the Confederates were already moving to capitalize on their

errors.
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. who like to tMonday morning qﬁarterback" speculate that Meade should

have pushed Warren's entire corps across Hatcher Run, throwing on

Parke the rESponéibiiity for keeping the Rebels pinned’in their
earthworks northeast of Armstrong's Mill, With the entire V Corps
across Hatcher Run, Warren could have assuﬁed responsibility of
holding the area.embraged within,fhe angle éf the[stréam, including
the bridge at Burgess' Mill, Hencock would have thus been free to
strike for the South Side Rzilroad with his two infanﬁr& divisions,

reinforced by Gregg's cavalry.
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l THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 186h

- Chapter IV

l The Il Corps Gamely Holds on in the Face of Heih's Onslaught

I General Hancock, jmrnediétely after General. .-Gregg and his horsesoldiers

}|:‘1 'reported, ordered Generzl FEgan's 11 Corps division to drive the Rebels

posted on the"high ground at Burgess!' Mjll across Hatcher Run, Wh-il’eﬂ

I'gg’s and :W:Lllett"s battle lines, covered by a strong force of skirmishers,

- mawved forward, Lieutenant Beck's cannoneers of Batteries C and I, 5th U,
:iLight Aftillery engaged the Rebel battery emplaced at Burgess! Tavern,

(Ixeral Smyth's brigade emerged from the pines flanking the road-t'o Dab-

7 ney's Mill at this time,

_ l " Hancock hailed Egan and told him to derloy émy‘bh*s troops to cover

division's left and rear. To do this, Smyth‘ formed his men into bat-

’tt line on fhé left of the Dabney's Mill road,znd advanced a line of

iir‘mishers._ As soon as Mott's lead brigade tramped into view, 'E'_gan re—

called Smyth's bluecoats, Egen directed Smyth to redeploy his soldiers

clthe right of Rugg's brigaée and in support of Willett's, As Smyth's

men were falling in on thel';ir colors, preparatory _to carrying out their

rg;: assignmeﬁt‘, Mott's 1st Brigade (De Trobriand!s) came up and assumed
x.spOHSibility.for guarding the II Corps! left and réér. Crossing a-

‘plantation road east of the Boydion Plank Roed, Smyth promptly formed his

‘ nlx in an Yogen field on the right of and on the prolongation of Colonel

P't‘é-'g’s line,™n
General Egan, as soon as he saw Smyth's column merching up the plank
Il—d, ordered Willett (whose brigade had heretofore been posted on Rugg's

left) "to advance and carry the enery's position on the hill crest near

l . £2
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the Burgess house.! Captain Embler and “the skirmishers of the 19th and

20th Massachusetts, rez_morced by © 6Ctn Pennsylvan:'_a, charged on the

Idou,)} e, Tollowed c1 osely by Willettls O.f‘lﬂ'c.d& As he would be aczvezlc1ng

across open ground, Willeti, to reduce casualties, had deployed his bri-

Boode as skirmishers. With Captain Embler riding in advance, the blue-

_lcoats stormed ahead,  Genersl Dearing's dismounted troopers were driven

through a belt of timber and across & "swa'nmy'x:avine.“ Valuable time was

llmu as Embler's and Tmﬂ lett‘s skirmi sh lines worked their wzy down and

up the other side of the underbrush-choked-hollow.

I As they scrambled up the north slope, Embler and Willett called a

: lja.lt to re-form their lines, Dearing's pickets by this time had joined

their comrades on the high ground ai Burgess' barn, east of the plank road,

Iiesuming their advance, the Yanks dislodged Dearing's butternuts and

imashed the roadblock, The Confederales had barricaded the Boydton Plank

oad at a toll-gate, but as General Egan wrote in his UAfter Action Report,"

- lu:Ls mern falled to observe Vlrglm_a highway regulatlons and no toll was paid,

Embler and his skirmishers sought to cut off the Rebels as they

: I‘retreated to the right and across Z a _/ wide sneet of water, where their

horses awaited them." North of the pond, the cannoneers of the Peters—

urg Virginia Artillery had unlimbered 2 gun, which opened on the blue-

Golonel Willett, after his footsoldiers had mopped-up the area, re-

l—eployed his brigade into line of batile on the commanding ground from

vhich they had driven Dearing's dismounted troopers. The brigade, ex-—

é;t for the left wing which wes refused at neariy a right angle, held

_ lhe military crest of the ridge overlooking Hatcher Run., To strengthen
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their position, the men turned to throwing‘up breastworks.

.'As soon as Ceneral Egan saw Willett's battleflags reach Burgess!
barns, he ordered Colonel Rugg's battle line forward, Rugg's brigade
moved up the piank road and formed on Willett!'s left. Rugg, after
examining the terrain, anchored his left on a ravine. The 1st Minne-.

sota Battalion and the 7th Michigan were thrown out as skirmishers

-and given the task of protecting the brigade's left., The 19th and

20th Massachusebts now reported back to Rugg and were assigned posi-
tions behind the barricades being erected by soldiers of the 1st Bri-
L}. E
gade,
General Smyth's Bd Brigade was now advanced and formed in an open

field on Willett's right. As they hiked up the plank road, Smyth's column

was shelled by the Petersburg Artillery posted north of Hatcher Run, To

- protect his right, Smyth saw that the 10th New York and the 12th New Jer—

sey were positioned in échelon on that flank.

Having advanced hié division 800 yards, Egaﬁ called upon Lieutenant
Beck to post two of his Napoleons on the ridge from which Willett's bri~
gede had dislodged the Rebels. Tﬁe rigﬁt section, 2d Lieuténqnﬁ Richara

e .
Metcalf commanding, was advanced and unlimbered its guns in a cornfield

on the gight of the plank road, Beck!s left section was to be emplaced
~on the crest near Burgess! house, - As ﬁhé cannoneers of the left section
. drove their teams up the-plank rozd, they came under a well~aimed fire

. from rifled guns of the Weshington South Carolina Artillery, posted some
:distance up White Oak road. Beck had‘his regulars in action practically

s soon as fhe trails struck the ground, While the left section fought

the South Caroliniens'! guns, Metcalf's hammered away at Butler's dis-

hounted broopers as'they filed into position in the woods, one-half mile

5i




§ : Io the west,
Within a short time, a second rifled Confederate battery (the Peters—
lurg Arulller.y} had added the weight of its metal to the duel ;-,The o
n crew ha.v;ng thrown their pieces into battery near the dem. At a range
of 800 yards, they enfiladed Beck's left sectior";. Beck, after telling the
: Isaction leader to concentrate on the rifles to his left, rode to the reer
and brought up a{,’ a gallop his center section. The artillerists threw
hese Nepoleons j‘ht‘o battery at right angles‘ to the left section , and
plazed away at the Revel rifles at the dam. ETleut's Virginia Battery
now reached the field and put two 3~inch rifles 1nto action a.t a point
I:ast of the dam. . Beck sent word for Metcalf to taice care of tnls threat
The Confederate gunners did thelr best to drive the regula.r's from
l:he commandlng ground at Burgess' ‘But for the "bad practice of their
ers," Beck reported, he feared there would have been but iittle ‘left
|_.' of my battery." As it was, most of the Confederates' pmgectlles elther
I:assed overhead or i‘ell short, l A |
‘ At 1:10 pum. , October 27, Genéral Hancock, while the field pieces
Iaellowed, dispatched Major Henry H. Bingham of his staff to ascertain
he wﬁefeébouts of Genefal Crawfordt!s V Corps troops. Accompanied by
(en cavél_r,;ymen, the major took a road leading to the southeast, Bingham,
I‘.fter a mile ride, encountered Genefal C'I_'awford ‘at Crow's house. He in-
formed the V Corpé general.ihat ét.the‘ﬁémenﬁ hi$ people were within three-
- l;uax-ter.s of a mile of Hancorck's ricrh_t. On Crawford's map, Bmcham pointed
Iut the Bu;gess house, "designating it as & point held by the line of the

2cond Corps and part of its front " At the time that he had ridden of f

Iﬁn his mission, the magor COntmuad the Confede*-ates still held the

bridge carryi ing the Bo;aton Plank Poau across Hatcher Run, bm Hancock
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I'zd his officers had been discussing the."propriety of its capture,t .
Crawford,in turn,indicated uoon the map a point which he. expected

l; reéch, “Whersupon, he planned to throw "around his left" and connsc

irit‘n the right of the Second Corps.*® !
Hhile Bingham was absent, Generals Grant and Meade and their entour-

lge had visited the I Corps' front. As scon as }ie.jor Bingham returnsd

and reported Trawford's position, Generals Grant and I«‘eade took leave of

Iancocx’s con:rrand post, On doing so, they gave Hancock veroal orders to :

ild his position until the following morning, when he was to I"e‘tire by ¢

e road over which he had advanced,
l Tt seems to this observer that the responsibility of making the

connection rested on Crawford, Hencock, engaged with the foe at Burgess!

lill and holding a key position, could hardly be expected to shift to the

Crawford was to advance from the southeast

'
" ight to contact Crawford,
!:d place his division on Hancock's right. To facilitate a link-up
Ietween their commands, Hancock had ordered Smyth's brigade into posi~-
tion on Willett'!s right, and called for skirmishers to be pushed far-—
lner towaid the southeast .-9 . ' E
While these dispositions were being effected, the dismounted Rebel i

lavalry pressured Hancock's left and front., Dearing's troopers under—

Ioo‘k' a determined sortie, Recrossing Hatcher Run, they drove in Willett's

skirmishers-and sursed up the slope toward Burgess', where the center and

Ie sections of Batteries C and I were emplaced., Beck waited anxiously
atil the greyclads had closed to within 200 yards, before he shouted for

.15 cannoneers to shift targets, Pointing their four Napoleons at the

I“*us‘nmr" Johnnles, the regulars blasted "them with canister, and with

. zood effesct that they halted" and took cover, For fear that Dear-

—_———
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l:mg might renew the attack as soon as he had regrouped, Beck shifted his
| > ek - 10

left section,bringing it up.on line with the center section,

‘ I General Hancock now sent word for Egan to throw forward his right

wing—Smyth's brigede. At a word from Smyth, skirmishers of the 1st

lDelamre and the 108th New York advanced across the i‘iéld east of the

I plank road., Close behind came Smyth's battle line. Dearing's dismounted
'horsesoldiers were dislodged from the tqe hold they had sécu_red in front

_ .Iof Beck's Napoleons. Continuing their push, the bluecoats compelled the

Southerners to abandon their rifle-pits south of the run. Some of Smyth's

lsoldiers followed the retreating butternuts across Hatcher Run, penetrated

Ithe swamp beyond, and started to ascend the vidge. On their left, the

16Lth New York of Willett's brigade had moved out., Near the bridge, the

INew Yorkers captured a 12-pounder gun, limber, and caisson abandoned by
the Petersburg Artillery. -While the Yanks were able to bring off the
I cé.issm, they were unable to locate enough rope to be used in dragging
loff gun and l:unber, which were left behind when they were recalled, i
As soon as General Egan saw that Smyth's bluecoat.s had driven the

IConf ederates across the run, he sent an aide to recall the men who had

forded the stream and another to order Colonel Willett to report to Smyth.

lIn its advance, Smy;t}fx's battle line had inclined to the left and was now

I between Willett's and Hatcher Run. When Willett reported to him, Smyth
placed the 170th and 182d New York in the- captured rn.fle-—plts west of

ltiﬂe plank road, while the 16Lth New York and Sth New York Heavy Artll— '

; o
. lery were posted on the right of the Third Brigade. “

f I Egan, having been notifi ed thet Crawford's division was somewhere
' off to his right, told Sm;ytn to see if he could establish contact with
“the ¥ Co~p5. Whereupon, Smyth called for the TOtn New York, Lieutenant

l B leds
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.IColonel George F. Hopper was told to take his regiment and go into posi-

tion on the right of the &th New York Heavy Artiliery. ﬁ_lthough he de-

lp10j=d his infantrymen at TO»mace intervals, Hopper weas unable to estab-

lish contact with Crawford. Shots could be heard off to the southeast,

so a six-man patrol was ordered'oﬁt by Hopper "to ascertéin wnat troops
'lwere engaged in that direction.“ "

The eﬂ¢1laalng fire of the rifled guns of the Washington South Caro-

:.Ilma Axtlller,y emplaced out on VWhite Cak rcad,so annoyed Hancock t‘nat. he

called for General Gregg to capiure or drive them away. Grégg delegated'
1o Co}onel_Kerwin the task of dealing with the battery. Threé regihents
l {the Sﬁh, 13th énd 16th Penns;wlvania Cavalry) moved out. ‘Befﬁre' proceed—

‘ing'very far, Gregg told the meﬁ to halt, while he and hisrescort re-

connoitered thé'Rebelsf position. Gfegg mistook Bufler‘s dismoﬁnted'
cavalry for infantry. Seeing that the Confederétes were'posted behind

hurriedly erected barricades, Gregg decided that it would be foolish to

'attack; he teld Kerwin to hold his ground.

at Burgess! Tavern, would be in charge of the attacking force.. First,

however, Egan would be reinfo rced Colonel Robert McAllister's brigade

of hott's division was ordered to Egan's suoport
McAllister's brigade hiked up the plank road, turning to the right
aleng the crest of the ridge over‘flooking the dam,

to Egan, 1In obedience with instructions from Egan, McAllister formed his

brigade in double line of battle in rear of the 10th New York, 12

By this time, Lieutenant Beck had been warned by the chiefs of his

left and center sections that they were running short of emmunition, If

\n
feh]

Hancock at 3 p.m. determined to launch a frontal assault across Haicher

‘Run and esﬁablish a bridgehead. Egan, whose division held the high ground

Here McAllister reporied
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l:ga*l s attacking infentry were to be assured of proper artillery support,

a fresh battery snould be called up. Chief of Artillery John C. Hazard
lﬁd arrived on the field with the 10th Battery, Massachusetts Light Artil-
iery and Battery K, Lth U. S. Light Artillery., These guns were parked near

he junction of the Debney Mill and plarﬁc roads. Seeing that Beck needéd
Essistance, Hazard told Lieutenent Henry H. Granger of the Massachuseits

battery to take his six 10~pounder Parrotts and pTe.ce them in position

llongsme Beck's Naoo)eor\s
The battery historian reczlled:

Tyas but a moment however, for we are wanted at the
front and leaving calssons bealnd out upon the Plank Road
dash tne pieces at a lively trot. We have a half-mile run.
before us ere getiing into position, and no sooner are we
fairly on the road than we become the object of warm atten-
tion from the enemy's guns, whose shells crash through the
trees and fence by the roadside as we go. Bult on we press,
galloping up the rise in the road just south of where it
meets the White Qak road, and wheel to the right into a
field, unlimbering near a barn. We are opposite the en-
trance of the White 0Qzk road....On the corner of it and
the Plank Road stands...an unpretentious wood~colored
hostelry, knowm as Burgess! Tavern or house. We at once
join battle with the enemy's batteries posted across the
Run near Burgess' Mill.

As they unlimbered their Parrotts, the. Bfaésachusetts cannoneers ob-—

served that the fire of the Confederate guns, which had caught Beck's

PEgalers in a crossfire, had slowed., Egan now ordered Beck to the rear

: I"Fith his center and left sections, When his men parked their four Napo-

leons next to Battery X, Beck reported to Hazard that "he had expended

‘IE.}_'L of his ammunition except canister."

‘The Confederates at this time brought up a fresh battery, Gregg's

l*‘5=‘={.0],eora5 into battery and dueled with the 10th Massachusetts' Parrotts.

South Carolina Battery. Gregg's cannoneers quickly threw their four

wn
XA

De Trobriand's brigede of Mott's divi ision had continued to guard Hr_ wock!'s
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Ift. While his skirmishers. sniped at Butler's dismounted troopers, De
Trobriand.'s batile line was s.helled by the .gwns of the Washinglon South
lrolina Artillery, but the configuration of the terrain weas Such that
zsualties were -slight, 1
i Generzl Mott had s.tayed' with his 2d Brigade, Genersl Piérce's. Early
ln_ the afterncon, Mott had_. received instructions from Hancock to detail
twe regiments to suppért Ideutenant Métcalf's section. Piérce accordingly
Irdéred out the 5th Michigan and the 93d New York, ThéSe two regiments
;ere posted dn thé woods east éf the cornfield in which Metcalf'is regulars
Bned their two brass Napoleons. Colonel John Pulford, as senior officer, |
'amea the two regiments at right angles to the babttery, with skirmishers
well forward. Mottt within a short time told Pierce to advance the rest
l_‘ the brigade and position 'it_. on the left of Metcalf's guns. Here the
igede remained for one hour, while subjected to a severe shelling.
i Egan by 4 olclock had completed his dispositj?ons and was prepared
wave his men forward., After approving Egan's battle plan, Hancock
di_spatcheti ‘o-n_e of his staff (Lieutenant May H, Stacey) :to alert General
la.wford that ‘the II Corps was "about to assail the bridge, for which
reparations were complete, b |
i fbout the same time, General Smyth over on the right of Egan's bab-
e line had organized a patrol with the mission of ascertainiﬁg Crawford's
wherezbouts. Lieutenant Chérles W. Cowtan with six enlisted men was started

lom the right of the 10th New York in a sout‘heas"c.erly direction. ' Before

' i)ing very far, Cowtan and his people sighted a column of Rebel infentry.

his force, which proved to be Heth's command, s moving by the flank
ward the IT Corps' rear, Retrzcing their steps, the New Yorkers told

Suybh what they had seen., Smyth lost no time in relaying this news to




I A fighting Irishmen, Egan determined to beat the foe to the punch,

he told Smyth to force & crossing of Hatcher Run at the mill dam, 20

¥When the blueclads moved out, they were accompanied by Lieutenant
sa Smith's center section of the 10th Massachusetls Battery. Little .

“difficulty was encountered by the Federal infentry in reaching Hatcher

lh.m.. The 14th Connecticut crossed the run downstream from the bridge,

while Smith aﬁd his artillerists unlimbered their Parrotts near i;he ap-
roach to the bridge, and hammered the Confederates posted on the ridge
eyond with shot and shell, Smgmh had elerted the 164th New York to be
prepared to charge across the brldge when a crashmg vol ley of musketry
Ifl to the right and rear caused him to hes:Lta.t.e. _
Shortly before Egan told Smyth to attack, General Grant had ridden
p to Burgess' Mill to get a better view of the Confederate positions
orth of the run, He was treiled by his own and Meade's staff. The

mounted cavalcade made a conspicuous target for the Rebel batterles,

: lnd t_he group was shelled, Several men were hit by flying fragmenis of

-

iron;. one was killed.

Several of Grant's aides rode out to reconnoiter, Their reports,

.nowever, were conflicting. It seemed as if no eyes but his own could

determine exactly what Grant wanted to know. Calling to Lieutenani

: lolonel Orville E, Babcock of his staff, Grant galloped down the plank

road to withiﬁ a few yzrds of the bridge, "exposed not only to the enemy's

harpshooters, but to the cross-fire of two Hebel ba’rcteries: t  The tele-
rraf;,‘n wires had been cut, and the feet of Grant's horse became entangled,

Babcock wes obliged to dismount and free them, while'the officers on the
l"ldce locked on in "suspense and thought how meny camgpaigns dependéd on

tne 1ife that now was e_ndangar_ed." But the general and his aide rode on,
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then started for Armstrong's Mill,

ﬁill Grént could ¥clearly discern the Rebel liné, the conditibn of the.

country, theﬁcourse of the stream, and.the nature of the banks.®

Grant saw that Dearing's dismounted cavalyry was in force north of

Hatcher Run, with strong defenses protecting their froni. ‘The Hebels!

entrenched line extended far béyond the afea, where it had been presumned
)

to veer to the north. When the Army of the Pobomsc hed marchad wesbtward,

units of Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had shifted to the right to counter

- this movement. Grant now concluded that the Confederates! redeployment

wade Meade's revised plan “impracticable.“-VWhile the Southerners! fortified
line north of Hatcher Run might be stormed, it could only be done sé'at |
great fisk. The advantage gained, in Grant's opinion, wyould not compensate,
while, in the event of repulse, disaster might be grave," stretched out as
the army was, with its flanks six miles apart, and Hatcher Run dividing
Warrenfs corps;' |

Any .serious rebuff-to Union arms was to be avoided with the presidential

election only ten days away, and the Democrats certain to exaggerate every‘

mishap. Politics for the moment were all Imporiant, it would therefore be
wnise fo_take any great risk. ' o -

When Crant returned from the bridge, he had called to Genefal_Meéde.
After a brief conference, Meade gavelverbal orders for Hancock to hold

his positiﬁn till morning, when he vas to retife by the same road over

¥h

ich his column had advanced. The two ranking generals and their staffs

22

The volley that caused Smyth to pause had originated in the pines

in front of Pierce's brigade., General Mott, a short time before, had
taken cognizance of the shouts and shots in the woods east of the corn-

eld, A stafi-officer was told to investigete. He soon returned with

as
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ISWS from Generzl Pierce that the skirmishers were shooting at siragglers

falling back before Crawford'!'s advance,
i l The firing got louder, so Moti instructed Pierce to reinforce his
Pierce ordered out the 1st U. S. Sharpshooters. When the

lleet line.
egulars reported to him in the pines, Colonel Pulford used them to pro-

!
3,

I.ong, the right of his skirmish lin had the sharpshooters filed
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into position, before the fighting flared to a poinl where Pierce sent
_ l‘or‘w’ard another regiment, the 105th Pennsylvenie, with instructions to
v"yolster the 5tﬁ Michigan. = R 5 | .
7 Heth's Confeder.ate scouts,as they beat their way through the. woods,

.ran‘ afoul of Pierce's skirmish line, While runners raced to tell Heth

what they had seen, the Confederate and Union skirmishers banged avay.

l{ahone, whom Heth had placed in tactical command, ordered his three

rigades to attack.

lb
Meanwhile, Pierce shouted to his regimenis lying in line in the

Icomfield-, MCharge front and face the woods!" Before this could be
done, the greyclad battle line charged Pierce's skirmishers w:t.th Vigor.

IA crashing volley delivered by the blueclads ceused the Conmderates to

théir front to recoil a few steps. Mahone's battle line, however, over-

-Ilaoped the '—.ri'ght',.':-_'-..- of Pierce's picket line for a considerable distance;

IbacBﬁa‘s North Cerolinians quickly enveloped the 93d New Yom. :
‘At the same tlme, a hard~hitting Confederate deuac‘unent from Yeisiger's

lbricade struck the right a:;gle, where the 5th Michigan ahnd the 1Su . 8.

Sharpshooters connected. Breaking through, the Virginians fanned out %o

l the left and right. Sergsant Alonzo Voodruff and Corporzl Joan ¥, Howard
| l of the 1st Sharpshooters were posted to the left of where the butiernuts

the gapoing hole in Pierce's skirmish lime, As the Virzinians

.)..
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pressed forﬁard, the two Yanks discharged their pieces, Unable to relozd,
Howard threw down his piece aﬁd-tackléd a big Reb, "who seemed to be lead-
ing that part of their line,® Overpowered by the Virginizn, Howard fell

wounded in both legs. Sergeant Woodruff rushed to his comrade's aid.

“Clubbing his rifle—mnskét, Woodruff in a desperate hand-to-hand encounter

fendsd off the Confederates long enough to enable Howard and him to es-
cape,

Following the Confederate Ereaktﬁrough to- their left, the men of the
1st U. S. Sharpshooters pulled back and re-formed. Uneble to hold their
ground, ﬁhe regiment then rétreated'to the edge of tﬁe voods, where it
took cover behind a reil fence.

‘Geheral Pierce, seeing that the Rebels had rolled back the isi U.

S. Shérpshooters, bellowed for the 141st Pennsylvania "to charge the left

of the enemy's line," As the 141st crossed the cornfield and approached

the pines, the 1st U. S.Sharpshooters could be seen falling back in con-

fusion hounded by "great masses" of Confederates. Lieutenant Colonel
Casper W. Tyler ordered his Pennsylvanians to fire. The regiment was
excited and difficult to control. Mbst of the mén panicked, Tyler.
succeeded in holding &he two or three companies nearest him at thelpoint

of the'wqods. M though exposed to a murderous fire, the Pennsylvanians

 Mexchanged fifteen or twenty rounds vwith the enemy,” before they were

compelled to give way. Tyler and his men retreated and took cover be-

hind the rail fence, where the officers of the 1st U. S. Sharpshooters

25

had rallied and re-formed their men.
The battle~hardened Confederates by now had all but encircled the

troops holding the left and center of Pierce's skirmish line. With Rebels

#0 their frout, right, and left, it became "root hog or die.," Facing their
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Ifootsoldiers to the rear, the officers in charge of the Sth Michigan, the

93d New York, and the 105th Pennsylvenia sought to flght thelr way out

lof the woods,before the jews of the trap snapsed, Already, large num~

Ibers of Johnnies had infiltrated the ground over which they had to pass.

‘O the l'eft, the 93d New York lost heavily, 41 men being captured by
I}Eac‘ff;ae’s North Carolinians. Of these, 12 subssquently escaped, after

having been strlnped of tnelr arms, accoutrements, knapsacks, and pockeb-

Iboo:cs. The 105th Pennsylvania saw its tyio renking officers slain, and

'ltbe colors and many enlisted men captured., Colonel Pulford's 5th Michi-

gan was decimated before it emerged from the woods, Retreating across

the cornfield, the three regiments were finélly halted along the plank
26 ' :

road,

: l The three regiments (the Tst Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, and the

57th and 87th Pennsylvaniz).whichy along with the 141st Pennsylvania,had

constituted Pierce'!'s reserve. were wheeling to the right as the Confeder—

:':f.la“.te"battle lines surged out of the pines, " Unnerved by the sight of their

fleeing comrades, these three regiments were in no condition to withstand

I_an assault by MacRae's and Weisiger's veterans, Very little powder was

'burned before the fom;:r heavy artillerists'and the Pennsylvaniars took

to their heels. The troops retired in disorder to the plank road, where

27
l’ﬂhey were rallied on their colors,

Iieutenant, Metcalf‘s brass Nacoleons, upon the rout of Pierce's bri-

Igade, were 1eft to face the uomeaerates' onset, Metczlf and his gunnsrs

of Batteries C and I, 5th U. S. Artillery had time to fire only a half-

Ihorm Carolinians were upon them, As they drove forward, Confederate

dozen rounds of canlsuer from their two pieces, before MacRae's grim

sharpshooters of Company A, Lith North Carolina blazed away a+ the teams,
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iqlllnw or hOd_?"’QJ_TIg all the horses, I‘-Ietcalf was cut down badly wounded
and captured, along with hlS.I‘ic:.COleOHS, Flushed with success, the_butn
ltummq rushasd on toward the plank road. As soon as they had ecrossed
he road, Mahone wheeled MacRae's brigade to the left. The sight that
met the Rebels“‘ gazé wag a pleasant one, for it promised & rich harvest,
l The clearing formed by the angle between the plank and Dabneyis
Mill roads was Jammed with the shattered remnants of Pierce's brigade,
lamoulc.nces, led horses, znd artillery. Moreovef, if thé Confederates
ould hold their gr:m on the plank road, it would be the end for the
[I Corps' Second and Tnird Divisions, caught as they were between Heth's
. Ind Hampton's converglng columns.
"General Hancock kepu his .h zd, He and his. genexals moved prompt Ly
lo establish a new line of_ resistance, designed to keep the Confederates
fom gaining additional ground in the dire.ction of the plank road; w.ﬁile
8 column was organized to assail Heth's right and rear. While helping
lieJ-:'ce re-form his shattered brigade, Geﬁer.al Mott sﬁddenly.reaiized E
that if unchecked the Confederates would establish a roadblock on the
Ioad to Dabney s Mill, Major John Willian of Mott's staff galloped off
gith orders for De Trobriand to redeploy his brigade. De Trobriand ef-~
!:cted a ch'ange of front to the rear by countermarching six of his re-

. liments. In accordance with instructions from Mott, he posted his bri-

gede along the road over which it had marched onto the field several hours -

lefore The st Maine Heavy Artillery wes stationed along the plank road.

i Trobriand ceutioned his men tnat they must hold thelr ground at 211
n ¥
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Upor: the collapse of Pierce's command, Lieutenant John M. Roder of

etvery K, Lith U, 8, Light Artillery wes directed to put his four 12—

W
]

4E

A

28

ey



Ipouraer \anoieons into battery on the right of the plank road, near

S T A

Bevill's house, Fxtrlmtlng itself from the mass of ambulances, wagons,
Iar:d led horses, Roder's regulars put their brass guns into battery epd

opened wiih shot and shell on Mahone's battle lines at a range of 500
l:yams. Lisutenant Beck having secured amminition from Roaﬂr, placed
lh_:s Tour Nzroleons in position on the left of the plank road, and Yopened

fire upon the point of_h‘Oods,‘ where the enemy broke thrqugh and captured®
l)\{etcalf’s guns, . | | -

The assault on Hanc:ock's right cé.used CGeneral Gregg to dismount all

: Iavailable regiments of Kerwin's and Smith's brigades. Two of Smith's re- 2ol

lgiments (the 1st Maine and the 6th Ohio) moved up smartly to take posi-
tion on De Trobriand's right, while Kerwin's came handsomely into position

: 0 DR o
'on the 1st Brigade's other flank. 3 L _ j

Just as VWeisiger's brigade had started forward, Sergeant Sale and his E E
lfellow flenkers of the 12th Virginia sighted a Union officer riding toward

hem, The newcomer, who proved to be Lieutenant Colonel George Harney of

;

L | -

‘ the 147th New York, in the dense undergrowth had mistaken the Rebels for
l‘liS own men., Vhen called on to surrender, Colonel Harney had only one

course open to him, as a ‘dozen rifle—mskets were pomted toward him.

IT at nighi:, after the fight, Sergeant Sale wrote in his diary:

He Z_Colonel Harneyj wvas hurrying up his regiment to deploy

them as skirmishers, when he was captured. I got a very fine

haversack, sword belt, & revolver from him, He had on a fine

hat & gol(i wateh but I could not muster meanness. sufficient to

rob him of these, I knew that if I were captured evexjy’thln

I had would have been taken from me, but I have not yeu becone
rean enough to take pr:we.te property from them. 31

Hancock, as was his custom, rushed to the point of danger. As scon

vs De Trobriend's infantry and Gregg's dismounted troopers were ready,

Hancock planned to le@a a countersttack. Just as De '.[I’OOZ‘laYiO. and Gregg
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lwere reporting their units formed, confusion seemed to grip the Confeder-

ates, ‘Some of the hutternuts faced about and began 'shooting toward their
rear,
l At the firsi sound of the Confederate onslaught against Pierce, Han-
cock had dispatched his seﬁior aide-de-canp, Major Williem G. Mitchell,
_ lto General Egan with instructions for him to abandon the attack aimed
at securing the heights beyona Hatcher Run. Egan was to i‘ace about and
' lassall vith h1s entire 11ne, the Rebel column that was driving Pierce, 32
Egan had surwised thatl the Rebels were up to no good, when his right

and rear were fired on, Orders were issued for General Smyth to lelt his

' loattle line and to recall the 1ith Connecticut, which had already crossed
the run., Colonel McAlllster was instructed to.countermarch his brigade

land attack the Confeaemtes that were rolling over Pierce's bluecoats.,

iihen he galloped up, Major Mitchell thus found that Egan had anticipated
Inis superior. |

l Mitchell asked Fugg to charge with his brigade the Rebels that had

© gained the plank road to Egan's rear. HRugg refused. He baséd his refusal

Ion three points. (A) He had recently received orders from Egan to hold

l:is position at all hazards. (B) Butler's dismounted ‘cavalry wasr threa~
sening his left and front. {(C) "The enemy on the road was not in force,
5 l}ut [—onlyJ a disorganiéed body...." Rugg, 5eiieving that a good-sized
Tegiment (ci'zargizig do;vm the ré"e;d in line,) would be as effective as the
hole brigade, told I’fiitchéll. to teke the 36th ';fisco-nsin‘.
The major—fherefore placed himself at the head of the Wisconsin
Iwut and moved out, | |
: . Fkﬁc?ﬁe'é North Carolinians had o-ccupied a ridge and were preoccupied

“Wlth preparztisns for storming Moit's reorgan ized main line of resistance

o
O3



Iovering the Debney's Mill road, consequeantly, they were oblivious to the
approach of McAllister's bluecoats and the 36th Wisconsin until if was
co late. Egan's legions burst upon HacRae's right and rear like a bolt

lut of the blue, 33

Since there were a large number of recr.uits in his brigade and time

I'as rrecious, IcAiliSte'r deemed it best to have his battle line M"eboub-
face and move on the enepy with my rear re.r_:k_in front.,"  Two regiments
Ithe 5th and 7th New Jersey) would remain where they were as a support .
'0 Smyth's battle line, when the brigéde; advanced to disledge the Con—

ederates. | ' SRy

' McAllister's batﬁle line advanced to the "slope of the hill and 1.

helted a few moments." ‘To their front, McAllister and hié men could see o .

IacPf:e's North Carolinians pressing back Pierce'!s shattered command.

‘céllister shouted to Colonel John Schoonover, whose 11th New Jersey was ; ’
- ®n the right, to move a.gai.nst the butternuts who had blocked the plank i

load. With the rest of his brigade (the 120th New York, the 8th New

Jersey, the 11th Massachusetis, and a battalion of the 11th New Jersey),
chlliéter marched down the slopé. The 'cheering bluecoats surged acrosé
1leys, breaking dovn the thick "hazel-brush which bounded them. Reach-
':g the hié;‘n ground beyond, McAllister called a halt arid re—fc&lfme_ad.his COom—
-'ahd.'
" “MacRae and several of his ranking o'fficers. by this time had sighted

Ic..-l'.llisi‘,er's ‘batt'le line. Thke historian of the LLth North Carolina re~

The Federzl commander / Hancock /, seeing that MacRae wes

not supported, closed in upon his flanks and attacked with greab
igor. Undismayed by the large force which surrounded him, and
%i1ling to surrender the prize of viclory already within his
& MacRae formed a portion of his brigade obliquely o his
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main line of battle, driving back the foe at every peoint.
whilst the deafening shouts and obstinate fighting of his
brigade showed their entire confidence in their commances,
although every man of them knew their situation to be
critical, and their lozs had already been great, Awainizg
reinforcerents, which long since ought to have been wiil -
him, he held his vantage gained at all hazards, snd “graiveh
enormous odds. No help came whilst his men toiled, bledl.

and died.

Wheeling part of his brigade to the right, MacRae preparsd to cope

2

I«ri_t'n I{czl_llisfer's threat.to his flank a_nd_ rear. NMcAllister®s 2luecoats
Isent several well-aimed Volleyé Vcrashing into the oncoming Nerth Caro-
linians, Men ;wrere cut down in large numbers, and Mackae's buttermbs

I:o IfIcAJ__lis‘tef‘s front retired into the pines.

‘McAllister bellowed, "Forward!® As the bluecoats charged, 1t appeared

lhat-t’ne North Carolinians were atiempting to get 2 battery into positiorn,

Actually, the Southerners were seeking to limber up Metcalf's bwo ﬁaPOlé‘Olif-?
The 120th New York on McAllister's left tried to reach the guis, bub it wes

‘eaten back by the 44th North Carolina. Heth now commitbed his reserve bri-

i&de. Harris and his Mississippians advanced out of the weods and rushed o
f2cRaels assistance. For a brief period, McAllister's brigade was all but

.léngalfed with Rebels on all sides, "Had oﬁr i'i‘r.le broken while ln this critics-

situstion all would have been lost,™ Colonel McAllister recailed. 4

l As the situa.tion was beginning to look vérj'bleak Ifor McAllister,
fajor Mitchell at the head of the 36th Wisconsin charged déwn the plank

oad. Striking Harris' flank, the soldiers from Wisconsin swept to a

pectacular success, The Rebel roadblock was smeshed, and 100 greyclads

Py

grounded their arms, 4 stand of colors was captured. 35
l The onset by the 36th Wisconsin took the pressure off MeAllister.

d i-ntq

' 'M'ost of the Nerth Caroliniens and Mississippians having retire
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lhe pines east of the plank road, General Egan sent word for McAllister
to change his front ‘to the left and re-establish contact with Mott., As
I‘ic.ﬂ.llister redeployed his ba%;tle line, it came under 2 galling small-arms
‘ iire. 36 ' ‘i
o | At the time that Egan redeployed his ccmmand to cope with Heth's as-
| iault, one of his staff-officers notified Llieutenant Smith to withdraw
his two 10-pounder Parrotts, retire to Burgess! Té.'vern, and rejoin his.
I:atter;,-;.-the 10th Massachusetts. Being without ammunition, Smith's guns
tood by the barn unserviceable, Scarcely had Smith reported to his
Iuperior, Lieutenant Granger, before he was knocked from his horse, shot .
I;hrough.the bowels--a mortal wound, Lisutenant Graznger now had his gun-l

ners point the pieces of his left and right sections, to the southeast

lnd hammer the woods into which the Rebel infantry had retired, Not U

aving brought up the batteiy’s caissons, the supply of ammunition in
ihe limbers was S_ocn.exhausted. After the charge of the 36th Wisconsin
l;ad reopened communications along the plank road, the 10th Massachusetts
Battefy retired down the rozd and was massed near Bevill's, AF
I Witnessing the charge of the 36th Wisco.nsin, General Hancock called

or Mott to counterattack . -De Trobriand placed himself at the head of i i
(he LOth Nt.%‘w York, the 20th Indiana, the 99th, and part of the ﬁOt‘-n |
' 'Jennsylwrania and prepa;:ed to carry 5ut this assignment. Cheering "lustily,"

De Trobriand and his men went forward, driving the Confederates before theﬁz.
liit'riin a short time, they had mopped up the Prela Bo tHELE Frast. |

1;E3j0r Mitchell, after leading the 36th Wisconsin into battle, coantacted

l‘ne officers commending the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery and a battalion of

I.he 110th Pennsylvania. Mitchell told them to follow him. Rushing out

into the cornfield, the two regimenis ro

1led back the Confederates, who

1
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Llwere already reeling,because of McAllister's and De Trobriand!s slashing
¢ assaults. Within a few minutes, Metcalf's Napoleons had been retaken.
{ I'Not less than 150 Rebels,along with the colors of the 26th North Caro-

lina Infantry of MacRse's brigade, fell into the onrushing Federals!.

: lhands. Fifty of the greyclads'wer'e disarmed by the 1st Maine in and

" Iaround_ Burgess' barn, while the rest were surrounded by the 110th Penn~
sylvenia in a cluster of pines,

l Soldiers from the 5th Michigan, the 1st Massachusetts Heavy Artil-

lery, and the 57th Pennsylvania had accompenied the 1st Maine Heavy

lArtiD_ery and the 110th Pennsylvania. After the guns had been recaptured,
. 58 . .

volunteers secured ropes and drew off the two Napoleons.

The two regiments led into battle by Major Mitchell now took position ‘

| 'lon the left of McAllister and on the right of the regiments that had fol-

lowed De Trobriand.

I The advance of De Trobriand!'s troops having checked the Confederates;
Ithe fire of Roder's and Beck's eight guns emplaced near Bevill's house,
reinforced by the 1nf¢r1try s musketry, compelled the butternuts to retire

'f‘linto the pines. Union skirmishers followed the Johnnies into the edge of

the woods., Because the infantry battle l:'m,e§ was posted only a few yards

§ |in front of the guns, the use of canister was precluded. Following the

l i':‘épulse of Heth's infantry, Lieutenant Beck advanced his four Napoleons
s and placéd them iﬁ battery at the junction of t'he—Dabney;!s Mill and piank
Iroads. In accordance with Ifiajéf Hazard's in.st.m;ctioné, Beck unlimbered
his guns and Shel_led the péint of the woods, 800 yards to his right and.
If_'ront. The battery held this position till-8 p.m, _39

| I Meanwhile, Deaering's dismounted Rebel troopers had teken adventage

of the recall of MeAllister's brigede to threaten Smyth's front, Leap-

1




: lup the plank rcad from the southwest.
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Hun, oniy to be cn.e.,zcea bv hell-ﬂa.rr'ea Volleys fired. by the 8th New York

Heavy Artillery and the 16Lth New York. Recalling the 10th New York,

I ing over the breastworks, they came down off the ridge toward Haicher

wnich was dep’l oyed as skirmishers to his front, Smyth had Colonel Hopper
lpost his men in line of baittle near the edge of the pines, so they coulu
.y . LO :
watch the brigade's rignt and rear.

Egan, following Dearing's répulse, contacted Colonel Rugg. The com-—

Imander of the 1st Brigade was told to send his troops across the plenk

road and take position to the right and rear of McAllister's battle line,

I‘Before shifting his brigade across the plank road, Rugg detached the Ist

Mincesota and the 7th Michigan, These two units continued to hold their .
. h .1

ground in the woods west of the plank road. %

l The Confederate leaders (Heth and Hampton) had failed to coordinate

their movements, Heth's infantry column, which had opened the atiack, had

‘ 'los_t the initiative before Hampton's dismounted cavalry assailed the Union

left. Butler's battle line, deployed to the right and left of White QOak
road, now drove in from the west, while Rooney Lee's division advanced
. 1

Barlier in the afternoon, Hampton had lost a valuable subordinate,
ICapualn James F. Hart of the Wasm_ncton South Carolina Artlllery. While

engaged in the duel with Beck's regulars, Captain Hart was struck in the

: - leg by fragments from an exploding shell and had to have.the limb ampu-

Ita.tecz.

When Hampton gave the word, General Butler seut orders for his bsft

: Iline to take up the advence. Supported by the fire of the Washington

Artillerv's ecuns, Young's brigade on the left and Aiken's on the right
J S Bunls, =] =2

bounded over their barricades and drove against the picket line defended
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Iy four of De Trobriand's regiments—-~the 73d, 86th and 124th New York,
and the 24 U. S.IASharpshdoters. The bluecoats were posted at the M"edge '

¥l

l; 2 dense pine wood," an opsn field to their front., As Butler's digs

iounted troopers debouched from the pines on the opposite side of the’
ield, the Yarkees banged aw.-}a_,y. The Confederates came on with great

Ieteminatj_on, Diémdyed by their failure to check Bufler's horse-~
soldiers, whom they mistook for infantry, some of the bluecoats fled.
.uch of the picket line was thrown into cor}fusion, and dnly "the exer-
Lions of officers and steadiness” oif the veterans‘k'ept it from. entirgly
'ii_sintegrating. |
l Eebel losses were high as they sought to smas'h. pocketé éf Union
resistance and reach the plank read, Lieutenant Colonel Robert J. .
laffords wos killed at the head of his regiment, the 5th South Caro-
ina Cave_.lry.

As Aiken's brigade swept forward to connect its right with Rooney

' laexs left, General Butler missed two of his aides (Major T. G. Barker

and Captain Nat Butler), and glancing to his right, he spotted them

' Ild Lieutenant William Preston Hampton %riding in the midst of the line

advancing men, ﬁraving ‘their hats and cheering them.on. They were
irhaps a hﬁndr'ed yards to his right and the heaVy firing preveﬁted
l1'eir hearing him." General Butler finally succeeded in geiting their
attention, - Nat Bu-f.ler-whe-eled his horse about, while Preétén ﬁampton |
l~e:pa:r'ed to return to his father's command post.

As young Hampton galloped off in one dir.ection and Nat in_the

!her,. hé called, WHurrah, Nab," and moments later a miniefball struck
lw in the groin, inflicting a mortal wound, Within a few minuies,

Praston Hamphton was dead,
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hnen General Hampton “saw his dying sén lying on the ground he dis-—
mounced and klssea the brave boy, wiped a tear from his eyes, remountea
and went on giving orders as thqugh nothing had haipéned.”

General Butler now trotted-up and asked General Hamptom, "Who; has
been woumdéd?" |

ﬁPoor Preaton," the father replied, "hés been mortally wounded.®

General Butler callea for a2 one-horse wagon so that the remalns
mlght be removed, Méanulmﬂ, the Federals, observing the crowd, concen—
trated a galling fire on the grbup. One shot “struck Preston's brother,
Wade, in the spine, badly injuring him.® |

Fortunately fér the II Corps, Butler's attack came aﬁter Heth's
footscldiers had spent their strength. Mott, observing that the‘firing
to his left hed increased and was getiing louder, instructéd De Trobriand
to recall the regiﬁents of the 1st Brigade that had just beaten back the

Rebel infantry. ..Detaching a line of skirmishers to hold the ground gained,

- De Trobriand marched his trcops back to the position along the plank road

previouély held,

" Between White Oak road and Hatcher Run, General Young's dismounted
cevelry fought Rugg's skirmishers; reinforced by the 69thn?ennsy1vania.
Dezring, to assist his comrades to the right and left, again urged his
brigade forvard, Infiltrating the underbrush north of Hatcher Run,.
Dearing's men agzin opéhed on Smyth's battle line, posted on the ridge
south of the stream. A helf-hearted thrust wes made at this bime by
Harris' Mississippians and MacRae's North Carolinians against the sector
defended by'HbAlliéter‘s troops, Egen's division during this phase of
& emént formed a crude square--Rugg's skirmishers, reinforced by

west of Burgess' Tavern; Smyth's baitle

l.a

the £9th Pennsylvania, in the pin
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line on the ridge south of Hatcher Run and in the woods east of the plank
roa@i_ Rugg's line of battle on Smyth's right, partially extended behind
McAllister, whose right croéseﬁ the Bo?dton Piank Road. i
Egan's soldiers held firm on éll fronts., At 5:30 Egan's division
withstood ancther assault, 'Since this attack waé feeble, Egan and his
officers believed that the Rebels were almost ready to call it a day.

Mopping up in front of their position, Rugg's skirmishers disarmed a

~ Confederate major, several line officers, and LO enlisted men, Sergeant

Daniel Murphy of the 19th Massachusetts got himself a rezl prize-~the

- colors of the 47th North Carolina Infaniry of MecRae's brigade.

With the redeployment of De Trobriand's brigade along the plank
road, much of the stéam'went out of Butler's attack on the.units manning
Mott's picket line. This enebled officers of the 73d, 86th and 124th New
York, and the 2d‘U. S. Sharpéhooters to rally theif men, Disheartened
to see that the Yanké were marshaling troops to reinforce their skirmish

line, Butler's horsesoldiers retired across the fields and disappeared

into the pines beyond, L

Rooney Lee's division now struck. Advencing up the Boydton Plank
Road from Wilson's, Lee's troopers encountered the 21st Pennsylvania
southwest of Rainey's. To dislodge the Yanks, Lee was compelled to dis-

mount and deploy his division--Colonel Richard L. 1. Beale's brigade to

‘the right and Brigedier Ceneral Fufus Berringer's to the left. The can-

noneers of McCregor's Virginia Battery unlinbered their four 3~inéh rifles
on the road. General Gregg heard the clash of arms as the 2ist Pennsylvania
fought a stout delaying action. Wheeling his horse about, Gregg gelloped
doyn the plank read., Gregg, upon reaching the point of danger, found the

mnsylvenians resisting Lee's onset. The 6th Ohio Cavalry at this time
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filed into position alongside the 21st Pennsylvania. Even so, Gregg could

see that his men were badly outnumbered., Aides raced off with word for

the brigade commanders to rush to Gregg all their available manvower,

The 1st Maine came down the road on the run. Colonel Smith fofmed
the Mainemen on the right of the 21st, the Pennsylvanians having closed
to the left, while the 6th Ohio was posted on the right of the tst Maine,
With the.arrival of these units, Rooney Lee's progress was slowed. Never-
theless, the butternuts contiﬁued to gain groﬁnd, foot by foot.:.A section
of gﬁns manned by Battery I, 1st U. S, Light Artillery:was called up.
Gregg dispatched a member of his staff'with an urgent reguest that

Hancock support him with 21l mounted regiments he’ could spare.-Hancock

sent the 2d; 4th, and ﬁBth Penrisylvania, These units came up "suqcessivély

as fésf_as their legs could carry them," and entered the fight, Hancock

- would have liked to have reinforced Gregg with infantry, but this he.could

not do, because he expecled the Rebel infantry'at any minute to renew

its attacks.1hg_ I

At tHe_tiﬁe_of Rooney Lée's attack on Gregg's cavalry, Hazard, as a
pr§cauti§nary:measure, told Lieutenant Granger to.throw his 10-pounder
Parrotts into battery west bf the 'piank .mac},and facing the point of dan-
ger. ‘He£e Grangér was cut down by a.fragment from an exploding shell,
The battery had lost all its officers in the day's fignting, so Major
Hazard'told'Lieutenant E. S. Smith of Battery X, 4th U, S. Light Artil-
ler& to féke charge éf.the 10th Massachusetts Battefy. e |
The situztion at this time wes fluid, Although thé assaults by
Heth's infantry and Butler's and Dearing's dismounted cavalry on the
1z Corpé' front,right,and center had been repuised, Rebel artiileﬁy it~

]

White O2k road still hemmered the

M
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Blaced north of Hatcher Bun and on
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n who wore tﬁe clovar~1eaf At the:saﬁe time, rifled projectiles from
Me Gregor s battery passed over Gregg's llne and burst among the II Corps!
lzfa.ntr;r. Renewed efforts were made at this hour to establish contect
with Crawford's troops, but they were unsucceésful.

At L:50 General Hancock had_told Ma jor Bingham to communicate with
nerals VWarren and drawford. He was to inforﬁ the-V Corps leaders that
the Rebels hed assailed the II Corps!' right; tﬁat the attack had been re-
lllsed ; that Hancock ?rés in need of reinforceménts : that the V Corps should

- gdvance and connect its left with Hancock's right. |
i Bin‘gﬁam sought to reach C.rawford's__ command post at Crow's .house by
'j_lowing the cart foad he had traveled earlier in ﬁhe day. Before going
very far, however, the major ran into a Confederate roadblock, Wheeling
ls horse é‘oout , Bingham, Yas expeditlously as possible struck the road
adlng to Dabney's Mill." Upon reaching the mill, the major was directed,
i one of the cavalrymen posted there, into the road leadlng to the left,
'e trooper told Bingham that Crawford's division had tramped oult that
road.l | |
l After _riding what he believed to be several miles, Bingham encoun;-
red Confederates, who, bringing their rifle-mekets to their shoulders,
illed on him to surrender. Bingham, seeing that flight was hopeless,
'nded over his side-arms to a North (arolina colonel. In ad‘ditiori to
Binéﬁam,ithe North Carolinians had captured three ambulences, a score
l.hors.es-, and EQ soldiers of Jtﬁhe iT Corps. 20 | |
Because of the dense wocds and a strong wind blowing from southeast
! northwest, the roar of battle along the Bo,futon Plank Road was not
Idi‘ole at Warren's headquarters.’ |

Abcut 5:20 Hancock received a message drafted by Chief of Staff

~3
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'mphr’eys, 65 minutes earlier. Unfolding the paper, Hancock learned that
rion signal officers had observed Confederaté troops en route down the
!an_k road. Though it was feared by the people at army headguarters that
Ie foe was massing against Héncock, the orders for the II Corps to with~
draw on the following morning remeined uhc:hanged. Crawford's division
l.s to be recalled at the same time.. As the road linking Hancock's and
ieade's command posts was "infested by small palrties" of Rebel cavalry,
incoek was to see_fbat it was "heavily patrolled-tr." E |
I Meade, was seemingly unaware of what had transpired on the plank
road since he had left the field, and Hancock explained to :Captain
lldison G. bhs.on (f;he staff-officer who had carried Humphreys' dis-

tch) the situation confronting the II Corps. It was starting to _
it dark by the time Mason started on his ;r-etum.wt ride to army head- -

arters, | |

Soon after the captain's departure, Hancdck recei#ed a dis_coufag-

: Ing repért from Chief of Artillery Hazard, When the corps had taken

he field that morning, the wagons with the reserve ammunition, ih.com;
iiance with orders, had been left at Perkins'. Of the three batteries
l\et had accompanied the ‘colur".-.n, only one, the 10th Ifiassaéhusetts , had
neny projectiles left. At the same time, the M.assachusettg battery had
..Iﬁst all its officers, and Lieutenant Smith -repor’r;ed that he had but
i‘nree men left per gun. |

The corps had ‘oeén marching and fighting throughout the day, and

Is "a conseguence was in considerable d'isorder.“ A heavy ra;n was now
falling, and the narrow cart road to Dabn.ey‘s }ill (the onlyr direct link with
l’ne rest of the Army of the Potomac.) was not only. threatened by the

ioe, but was being turned into a ribbon of mud by the precipitation.

er

rd




H;cock seriously auestioned whether the reserve ammnition (which was

13 miles in the rear) could be brought up and issued in time for a fight

. B . 52
.1zltne morning.

Two staff-officers were detailed by Hancock to convey this informa-.

tilz to Meade.

About 6:30 2 courier reached Hancock's command post with two mes-

Sages signed by General Humphreys. Studying these documents, which had

bal1 drafted 75 minutes before, Hancock learned that General Ayres! V

it

If Hancock could attack successfully in the morning with the addition of
Ayls' and Cra,wford's.divisions, it was Méade’s desire that he do so.

If not, Hancock was authorlzed to withdraw his troops under the cover
of larkness. 53- _ =

It is apparent that these instfuctions only édded to Hancock's em—
barrazssment, because they made him reluctant rto abandon his. posi-tioﬁ.
nlis s‘houldefshéd been thrown the responsibility for determining
hether reinforcements could be gathered, and thfe needed ammunition for
iflcor-ps ‘brough‘b up and issued in time for battle at daylight., TYet

ﬁ_ e were subjects which were in no way under his countrol. Certainly,
if no greater energy were shown in getting up amnmuaition andé reinforce-
ner.s during the night, tha:n: hzd been displayed in pushing Crawford for-

mrd during the day, Hancock had reason to shake his head,

vidings for his superior. His eawvalry, Gregg reported, %"a considerable

Cois division had been ordered to his support. But because of the hour,
jould be impossible for the reinforecing column to get beyond Armstrong's

Mige. before dark., Upon reaching the mill, Ayres was to report to Hancock.

General Gregg, having checked Rocney Lee's advance up the plank road,

joigkd Hancock at this time, It was now dark, and Gregg had further evil




roportion being zrmed with repeatmg rifles, had almost wnolly exhausted

Cllig

heir amumt*’ﬁ’,“ Owing to the corrmnvllng of his regments in the 1.»,oocis,

ogether witlh ths rain and exbtreme darkaness, BCregg did not think it prac-
icable to get zmmunition up and issued to the men during the night.™. Sh
Eeluctzni =3 he was to abandon the field, his conversation with Yan

fficer so relizrle and trustworthy es General Gregg," determined Hancock

_-&-—

"to order a withdrawal rather than risk disaster by awaiting an attack in

. 23

he mo:m‘t ng oriy partly prepared.
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- Chapﬁer v |

Heade Cm,s His Commiirents and Pulls Back

Not long after he had a?‘rlved at hlS dec:1510n to. pu"ll back, Hancock

t 8:35 p,m,, October 27, received another comsunicaticn from General

x

e

thuaphreys. The staff-officers detailed by Hancock to explain the situa-

ion to Meade and his people had reached army headquarters around 6:15,
Leade, after listening to what they had to say, dictated a message to

ancock,couched in a similar vein to Chief of Staff Humphreys! 5:15

s

_spatches. If he should retire during the night, Hanccck was to
"jeave some force alt Debney!s Mill to aid in withdrawing Crawford M
Hancock at-9 o'clock notified Humphreys that orders had been issued

or his corps "to return to the vicinity of the Gurley house." Egan with

. .

is division was to hold Dabney's Mill and to cormunicabe with General

rawford.

At 10:30 Humphz eys replied, notlfy:mg Hancock that Meade w&shed the
II Corps to halt as soon as it had recrossed Hatcher Bun and’ had replemsned
its ammurition, Addi‘oior;al orders would be aweiting Hancock at tha’p_
loin‘t. Ger_l.eral Warren was to "attend to dra.wing_in General Crawford,
'nd will see that Generzl Egan is notified when he cen withdraw,! |

Hancock had scheduled the r_e’c;reé_t io comierlce.at 10 p.rﬁe, to provide
quficieﬁt time to permit the staff-officers :sent to army headquarters

rejoin the. COTPS. Meam;hi.le, st.eps were taken Lo il}sure that the

it‘ndrawal waixld be orderly. All available ambu.lances were loaded with
I"L rnded, 155 being removed. As the marrow Debtney's Mill road was pass-

arle in only one dire ion at 2 time, and the medical officers repor ted

i o
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I works were erected,

it would be impossible to bring up additional ambulances and move troops
to the rear at the same time, Hancock would be compelled to leave behind

& number of his wounded (gbout 250). So far as practicable, these men

surgeons and 2 number of hospital stewards were detailed to stay with

L
thenm.

1

il

i

.were .collected and pleced in Rainey's house and barns., Three competent
fuoee "

_Prior to the 'receipt of orders that the field was to be abandoned,
lGeneral Mott, believing tha.i_: the fight would be resumed at dzybreak, had
Iredesloyed his divisfon. General Pierce had re-formed his brigade along

the Dabtney's Mill road to the }tbt‘:l" of De Tyobriend, with pickets (two
lregin:-ehts) advanced a considerable d.isténce. The 'Ist' Maine Heavy Artil-
lery was stationed along the plank road on De Trobriand's L? hi w:Lth

Iorders to mamtaln contact mth Egan's d1v131on Four of De Trobriand's

regiments -(the 73d, 86th and 121,1;}1 New York and the 2d U. s, Sharpshocters)

l cor\tlnued to pickelt the countrys:Lde west of the plank road. Slight breast-

N

About 8 olclock Mott received ofders from 'Ha.nc:ock "to start the am-~
lbulances , pack-miles, and the two batteries™ ‘that had exhausted their am—
munition for Globe Tave;rn. This column would be escorted by the 17th Maine,
The division was to follow at 10 p.m; While waiting to pul his column
. in motion, Mott was to recall MeAllister’s b'rirga;ie. |
Tlne ambulence train, accon"pgnled by the 10th Massachusetts and Beck's
Ibatte_r'ies, rolled as scheduled, Beck's regulars, because ¢ the loss of
1l horses, had fo abandon one caisson, which the lie&ténant nad his men
cut to pieces, so &s to be of no service i;,o the foe, One ol the batltery's

I rs was also missing, having fallen into the Confederztizs' hands,

l*'s3




lkcept for the hard-pulling caused by nuddy roads, the train escorted by
the 17th Maine. encountered little difficulty in reaching Globe Tavern.

'le sun was Jjust breaking through the overcast, as the trocops crosszd

.rle raiiroad
McAllister, whose brigade had been posted in support of Rugg’s,' re-

Iorted to Mott at 8:30, While doti was checking with his brigade commanders

to insure that there would be no errors , he learned from De Trobriand that

lhortly after dark someone had blundered. At that hour two of the regi~

i ents decloved as skirmishers west of the plank road had "misunderstocd

n order to keep a close connection on their right, and reformed in line
ln that direction,” De Trobriznd, taking into consideration the extreme
darkness, decided it would be not only difficult but hazardeus to re-; '
lstablish the picket line in the woods. As general field officer of the
lay, De Trqbriand reiocated his line of outposts much closer to the II

ij
rps! main line of resistance, so it would facilitate their recall,
l'  Mott put his division, except the men on picket, in motion as

scheduled. He had sent his provost-guards ahead, to clear the road of

ltragg'! ers. Near Dabney's Mill, Mott was overtaken by one of Meade’ s

ides, who said he had orders from army headquarters for the Th:r.rd Divi-

ii.on to halt after it had recrossed Hatcher Run,

l By 1 a.m. on October 28 Mott's division had crossed the stream, On

doirx@‘ so,=- the troops were massed near Widow Smith's,

General Egan's division (accompanied by Battery K, hth U, S. Light

( \rtillery) tra;led Mott'!s dlnslon down the cart road. As directed,

halted his Soldle""s at Dabney's Mill, To exped}.te the establish-

'ncnt of contact with Crawford's division, Hancock's escort had reported

to Egen before he left the plank rozd. While en route to the mill, the

.
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scort disappeared. Since he was unfamiliar with the area, Egan, upon

reaching the mill, halted his division. He vwould allow his men to rest

- lf"d aweit the dawn,before atbempling to connect with Crawford.

Gregg's holrsesoldiéi‘s left the field by way of the Queker road at
IIO:BO. Davies' brigade, which during the da§MCEVe3 whgn;Qregg,WQthardest
ressed) had been held in reserve at the juﬁctj.on of the Cuaker and
Boydtén Plank roads » became the rear guard as the cavalry rode souvhward.
Eecause of the destruction of thé Gravelly Run bridge earlier in the day,

Gregg's column was slowed, Only the lead brigade, Colonel Kerwin's, had

: lucceeded in recrossing the Rowanty by daybreak. The division reached

erkins' house about 7:30, on the 28th, without having seen any éig‘ns of

the foe on its return merch. i

' With the withdrawal of the cavalry, the only Federals remaining on

the £ ield were the. wounded, who had been left behind, and the infantrymen -

nning the picket line., In obedience to Hancock's instructions, General
e Trobriand at 1- a.mu, recalled his outposts, All Third Division pickets,
with the exception of three officers anc_l‘ 26 enlisted men of the '73d New
.{ork, got the word and reported to the general on fhe pla’nk road, When
De Trobriand had reorganized his picket line ea_rlier in the evening, éon-—
act had been lost With the 70-man detachment from the 7oh Michigan and
he 1st iﬁnnesota. These men, who were on outpost in the pines nori;h of
‘%ite Oak road, were left behind, when De Trobriand called in the Second
l)ix.fsl‘_sion pickets. De Tgcbrj.ana, as soon as the picket.'s had fallen. in,
moved out after the main column,: . Upon reporting to I{ancock; De Trobriand

12
i2s told to rejoin his division, which he did,
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I - General Warren at 4:30 p.m. had left Crewfordfs command post to con-

sult with Ceneral Meade, whom he presumed to be with Hancock on the plank

Yilliam Riddle

iy

Iroa:l As Warren neared the plank road, he encountersd ¥ajo

b

of Meade's staff, who told him that the army commancdsr had returned to
Ilabney’.s' Mill., Warren accordingly hastened to thab roint, azﬁ he had
lbeen at Meade's command post only a few minutes, whez word arrived that
the Rebels had penetrated the gap between Hancock and Crawfox d and were
la iling the II Corps "with great violence." Meade told Warren to msh
Crzwford to Hancock's sup@ort, Warren, however, ccuntered 'v;fith the sug-

gestion that Ayres! division "could more readily be got there," because

lthere was no direct rcad leading from Crawford's frent to Hancock., HMeade

o 1
wes agreeable, Orders were drafted for Ayres to merch at once.’ .3
l Major Bingham had been at Crawford's command post about. an hour ahead

of Warren., Not long after Warren had ridden off, another one of Hancock's

people arrived and told Crawford that the II Corps wzs to storm the bridge
| 'lat Burgess' Mill and advance beyond it. | This would explain the heavy fir-
ing thai:,could be heard off to the northwest, “*
About an hour before dark, as Crawford's soldiers were thrqwing up
a Wlight" line of works, Coni‘ederate straﬂglers, who had become bew:.nldered
- and had lost their way in the wilderness, began rurning afoul of Crawford's
{Iplcwet line. These Re‘oels, many of whom had been engaged with the IL Corps,
were ignorant of Crawford's poslt;on. One group of greyclads had with
Itnem (+when disarmed by Cr—,; rd's skirmishers) thres ambulances they had
captured, Six of them had taken Captain Emmor B, Cope of Warren's staff
orisoner, but finding themselves behind the Union lines, they surrendered
lto him, and he brought them in, All told , Crawford's troops disarmed 238

srate enlisted men and three officers, 15
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l When qheoulonﬂ by Cra wford's staff, the Confederates, most of whom

identified t?emselves as belonging to Weisiger'!s and Harris'! brigades,
remarked that they had flanked and broken the II Corps. This was the
first intimation Craﬁféfd had had thet matters had gone badly with Han-
coclc.

As he was returning to the'Crow house, Major Roebling heard somecne
shout out in the pines, "Stop that man on horseback." As he reined up
his horse, Roebling saw that the newcomers were eight Rebéls in charge
of two Yanks, All had lost their way in the wilderness., The Federals
had been the Confederates' prisoners, but not one in the group knew the

way, so they had agreed to follow the first man who knew where he was
16
going.,

Crawford QQWﬂordered scouts oﬁt on his left, One, aﬁ intelligent
officer, returned at 6:45 to report that he had spotted a strong column
of Rebel infantfy (probably King's Alabama Brigade) passihg to Crawford's
left along a cart road whlch crossea Hatcher Run, one~half mile above the
V Corps' position, Relaylng this information to Warren, Crewford warned
that uniess the interval between his left and the II Corps was: closed,
he anticipaiea a2 fierce fight in the morning. Within ﬁhe past few minutes,
a North Carolinien belonging to MacRae's brigade had been questioned, In
addition, large numbers of Confederates from'Weisiger’é brigede of Mahone's

division had been made prisoner, when they blundered into.the Third Divi-

17 . 7 TR

sion's line,
In event his division wes unable to hold its own in face of the

expected Confederate onslaught, Crawford had his pionsers at: dark’ brldve

. . 18
Hatcher Fun, in rear of Griffin's skirmish line,

%arren,'on learning that Hancock would withdraw his corps under the

8 f[
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Icove; of darkness, contacted Crawford. It would be best , Warren wrote,
for Crawford to begin withdrawing his troops as soon as it was light,

l“t-ﬁ.‘a—:ing care to bring in all your pickets, end drive in the stragglers,m
Not knowing that Crawford's pioneers had alread ¢y bridged the run, Warren

lgranted his division commander permission to do so, Or if he wished,
Crawford could retire via the way he had come, Whichever route he too-c,

I rawford was to make certein that the division, Egan's, that Harzcock was

Ito leave at Dsbney'!s ¥Mill was kent posted, If he réecrossed Hatcher Run

above Arnsmong's ¥ill, Crawford was to deploy his troops into double

19
lline of battle on Griffin's lefst.

I Upon receipt of this message from his immediate superior, it didn't
take Crawford long to make up his mind, as to the route his division would
'take. He, as well as his officers and men, had had enough of the wilder-

ness through which they had marched. When the givision moved s it would

lbe across the bridge.

4

As a prec':11.1'T,3'Lona1rjr measure, Crawford reinforced his line of outposts.
lAt 3 a.m, he comnenced pulling his troops out of the bridgehead. By day-—
Ilight the three brieades had reached the north bank of Hatcher Run. Bewh

fore destroying the bridge, Crawford celled in his pickels. The .cliVision
lwas formed as directed on Griffin's left and facing the stream.

Upon being notified that Crawford had retired across the run, Warren
ldispatched Fajor Roebling to convey this information to Generél Egan. At
l the same tlztn,, Egan wes directed to re‘oort to Warren. On déing.so, he
. massed his div ‘s:Lon near ‘Armstrong_'s }'iill,

I" Meanwhile, Crawford had discovered, on discussing the situation witﬁ
his brigade commanders, tha‘t.- some of their pickets had net cowe in. The

: l vridge wos quickly repaired, and the 7th Wisconsin sent back across Hatcher

] &3
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Run. Major Hollon Richardson formed his men into line, and they beat their

way slowly forward.
After leaving General Egan's command post, Mejor Roebling had ridden

over to Crow's field, where he spotbed three abandoned V Corps awbulances.

Here Roebling encountered an officer and two men sent out to recall the

7ih Wisconsin. As they rode through the woods beyond Crow's, Roebling
and his companions rounded up 20 Union stragglers, They then encountered

the ‘7th Wisconsin, bringing in 82 prisoners. The officer in charge ex-

plained that they had lost their way, and Major Richardson had ridden of £
in search of assistance, Within a short time Richardson returned, accon~

panied by Major Dailey., With Dailey as their guide, the regimenﬁ found

e o T TR A s e v

its way back to the bridge. The last of Crawfordt!s people passed the-

structure,

At 7:30 a,m. Warren was advised that Meade wanted him to send Ayres

with two of his brigades to occupy the "vacant space" between the IX Corps!

left and Clements' house., Appropriate orders were issued.

v Vel e Ao ain e N ey ¥ 000t

Stragglers from the IT Corps continued to wender into the V Corps"

lines, so Warren sent ten men from his escort to Dabney's Mill. Major

James H..Walsh with his battalion of the 3d Pennsylvania Cavalry would

continue to picket the road fron Dabney'é Mill to the Vaughan road cross-

ing of Hatcher Run. Walsh nctified Warren at 10 a.m, that the road was
. i - 22
nearly clear of wagons and stragglers.
Warren now issued orders auihorizing Egan and Crawford To withdraw.
Screened by Walsh's horsesoldiers, Egan's 1I Corps division moved dowrn

the right bark of Hatcher Run to Vaughan road. Hancock, upon learning

that Fgan's division was in motion, insiructed Mott to hold his division

l bridge at 9 o'clock, and the pioneers for the second time wrecked the
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rezdy to take up the marchn. The decision having been made to abandon for

| Ii:he time being offensive operations designed to turn the right flank of

At

i I‘L"‘f- Peterstu édefenses; Hencock directed Mott and Egan to return their
Givisions to their old cemps near the Norfolk & Petersburg Keilroad.
I While waiting at Widow Smith's for Egan's column to appear, Mott
sent Pierce's brigade to Colonel Wyati's, It was starf;ing to get da.rk

lb" the time Egen's troeps were ‘bzck in the camp in rear of Pom BI"O::;: cut

loi’ ‘which they had marched 52 hours earlier. Mott's division returned‘

to Southell's at 5 p,m,, where the general massed Pierce's and McAllister's

23

lbrigades, vinile De Trobrisnd's brigade camped near Chieves! house.
I Crawford's division wes the first V Corps unit to retire from
‘ztcher Run, taking the road back to Fort Cummings. By 10:30 Egan's

: land Crawford's troops were out of sight, so Werren notified Parke that
o, ; :

he was ready to recall Griffin's division.
' Chief of Staff Humnnre rs at 6:45 a.,m, had notified Parke thet he

was to be prepared to withdrai-r during the mbrning into the entrenchments

|from which hirs IX Corps had marched on the 27th, FEither Meade's head-

Iquarters or Warren would notify Parke wraen to retire, 2s he was to pull

Should Parke not requ:tre his artil-

back simultaneously with the V Corps,
25

Ilery to cover his retrograde, it could precede him.

Acknowledging Humphreys' communication, Parke announced that two

lbatteries had accompanied his columns, one was with Poiter at Hawks' and

Orders had been given for all

I the other in Ferrero's rear at Watkins'.
; " ; - , 26,
wheeled vehicles to stzrt for the rear.

I Parke's people had speant the afternoon and evening of the 27th erect-

ing breastworks. Willcox's division on the left had dug in within 250

I vards of the fortificstions held by Heth's division. Some of the blue-

l ' ' GO




ti b.he Eebels?

cceted skinpishers had advanced into the slashed timber frontin
lrks, On Willcox's left, Hartranft's batile line was in contact with

ickel's brigade of Griffin's division. While Hartranfi's troops were

the 51st Pennsylvenia held the picket line, Harirenft at

l,'sk had recalled the Permsylvanians, and each regiment was made respon-

sible for menning the line of outposts to its front., Colonel Cutcheon,

" wos2 brigade was in position on Hertrenfils right, learnsed from Colonsl
g arch at 2 p.m., that the 2d Michigan was nearly out of cartridges., The

Oth Chio was advanced and relieved the 2d Michigan on the skirmish line.

1 the extreme left, soldiers of the 2d Michigen had per\ebramd so deeply

nto the felled tlpber that it was impossible for them to retire by day-

ight Brigade

i
' sht, Al ong toward dark_.Confederates from Davis' Mississippl

e a sortie and captured these people, Willcox's 3d Brigade, Mclaughlen's,

ij
d been held in reserve till 5 p.m, Mclaughlen at that hour shifted one

l:ing to Wilkins'! to cover the 34th New York Battery, and the other to the

"

. . P 2
right to constitute a reserve to Ferrero's Negro Division. J

' - Their troops were a greater distance from the Confederates than
/illcox's, so there was little activity along Ferrero's and Potter's

icket lines. Large fatigue parties were kept employed throughout the
' i . : . 28
fternoon and well into the night slashing timber and opening rcads.

At 11 a.m. on October 28 Griffin and Willcox, whose divisions were

lsepéirated from the Confederate fortifications by severzl huncred yards

f timber—strewn ground, prepared to retire. Brezking contact with an

le.'m_'resaiva foe, such as the Army of Northern Virginia, cen be a difficult
To conceal their intentions, Griffin and Willcox had their brigade

cormanders push skirmishers up against the slashings. The Confederates

left flank brigad

lat davbreak had rushed the outposts held by Griffin's

-




i ‘ ®
{ agoiry's), but they had been repulsed. Grifiin on the left enccuntered
no difficulty in withdrawing Gregory's ard Sickel's units.:

' & dark end Dstormj' night had compelled General Hampton to suspend his
attack, shortly after Butler's division on the left and Rooney Leé's on
tBb right hed established contact, Hampton told Lee and Butler to picket

ne

tameiv fronts and be prepared to resume the fight with the II Corps at day-

brezk,
l Hampton and Heth mel in the rein to perfect their plans for the next
czy. A plan for joint-szeivion having been agrsed to, Hampton returned to-
s ccrmand post, One of Heth's zides rode up at 3:30 a.m?,e_nd tqld the
valry leader that his general had been uneble to gé‘s the reinforcements
he hed anticipated. Consequently, Heth would not be able to co-operate
llth the eavaelry,
Daybreak revealed to Hempton and his troopers that the IT Coﬁps had

liven them the slip. Several hours passed before Hempton was able to

lr‘ganize a pursuit, When the Confederate horsesoldiers moved out, Dear-

TAng

<

's brigade took the lead., A short distance beyond Dabney's Mill on
l‘ne road to Armstrong's, Dearing's vamgu.ard clashed with Walsh's troopers.
The blueccats were chased across Hatcher Run. |
General Griffin sent his reserve brigade, Bartlett's, to cope with
his ﬁhreat. Bartlett deployed his footsoldiers to the left and right
of Duncan road, advanced the 1st Michigen end the 118tk Pér,_nsylvanié as
lﬁkir‘z:-is‘r;ers, and waited for the butternuts_; Dearing's treovers crossed
Hatcher Run at Armstrong's. But on sighting Bartleti's waiting battle
ll.irzc:-, Dearing called a halt, After some harmless skirmishing al extreme

rar.ges, the Confederates melted back into the pines out of which they had

Il . 29

zivanced,
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l The V Corps, upon Dearing's reulre henv, returned to ils camps by way
of Duncan and Squirrel Level roads, without further adventure.

l © VWillcox's division was assigned the task of covering the IX Corps!?

[SRUp S

retirement. Cucqeon’s brigede extended to the right and relieved
Iberrero s outposts. As soon as his skirmishers reported to thelr unlus,

arrero pub his division in motion for Fort Cummings. Covered by a strong

boxd

skirmish line posted behind the barricades, Willcox's brigade commanders
Iretired their units a short distence and re-formed them into line of bat-
tle. The pickets then pulled back. OCver on the lefit, while Hartranft
battle line was in Watkins! field and his skirmishers in Clements! field,
Devis! Mississippiens charged over the abandoned breastworks with wild
'iebel Yells."™ They, however, chose nol to press their advantage
Continuing the retrograc:e, Willcox next drew up his troops near the
abzndoned Rebel Redoubt, and waited till the V Corps! rear guard, Walsh's
cavalry, had filed up Squirrel Level foad. Meanwhile, General Potter had
.pulled his tro.ops'out of the ﬁewly erected works, postihg Colonel John T,
Curtin's brigade, supported by a section of the 19th New York Battery,
As soon as the V Corps was oub of

the way, Willcox's troops withdrew into the fortified zone oul of which

they had advanced the previous day. Curtin's infantrymen, as soon as

Willecox's skirmishers had passed, followed, By 6 p.m., October 28, Parke

hed 2ll his troops in their old positions -and his picket lineire-established.

The last bluecoats (not counting wounded and stragglers) to leave the

ares about Burgess! ¥ill were 70 men of the 1st Minrnesciz and the 7tn

M Lcr.nwn. They had manned the picket line in the woods between White

Qek end plank roads. At daybreak it was discovered that 21l thelir com-

races had gone, Capltain James C, Farwell of the 1st Minnesoita, as senior

~0
o

I short distance west of Fort Cwmmings.
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officer present, took charge, He and his men remzined undercever ti

Iaf er Hampton's horsosm_dlers had moved ouv in pursu1t of the II Corps.

..t-

l ¢ the field north of Mrs, Rainey's on the double, the Yanks made
the pines between Queker and Dzbaey's Mill roads, Aveiding roads

.whez ever p0351ble Famell and his men headed southeast, and succeeded

in regaining the Dnlon llpes by way of Reams!' Station., In making their

getaway, the foousoldiers txﬂce clashed with roving mounted Confederate

ratrols,

e
als
e
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General Nelson Miles on the evening of October 27 ordered out two
corlbat patrols., These groups were to probe the Confederate defenses to

their front to ascertdm if the Rebel generals were withdrawing men to

oppose the Armr of the Potomac's drive toward the South Side Reilroad.

ICaptain Jeremian Z, Brown of the 1L8th Pennsylvania with 100 men moved
cut of the Union fifle-’—pits in front of Fort Morton. About the same

ltime, 130 bluecoats led by Lieubenant Golonel Denis F. Burke of the £8th

New York braced themselves to charge the Rebel picket line at the chimneys,

B o

opposite Fort Sedgwick.

l General Bushrod Johnson, whose division held the earthworks to Miles'

front, had made several changes in his deployment., Prigadier Genersl

Ih-’illiam H. Wallace's South Carolina Brigade had been shifted to the right
to relieve King's and Harris'! brigades of Mshone's division in the trenches.

lColonel John T. Goodel!s Virginia Brigade was called up from the reserve
to occupy the rifle-pits vacated by the South Carolinians, These changes
23

left Johnsbn holding the sector from the Appomattox to Battery No. 30.

I Unvittingly, Miles had selected points to bs probed that were held

0
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7 troops unfamiliar with their surroundings. Brown and his Pernsylvan-
ians had only LTO yards to cover, after they left the protection afforded
I;; treir trenches, to reach their goe.ILw»Bavid'sén‘s Eattery., It was the

l hour for posting and relieving sentries, so the division officer of the
2y mistook the Yarks for 'pickets returning to the iine. He passed the
Irorc}. for his men to hold their fire, Troops posted in the rifle-pits in
' reer of the Crater had the impressioﬁ that Brown and his Pennsylvenians

l:ere desert.eré coming over to their side, P light fire, however, was-
opensd by the butternuts stationed in the rifle~pits to the right end
lLeft. of Davidson's Battery.

l With their axss, the Federals in the meantime had opened a passage

,' through the chevaux-de-frise. Pressing guickly on, they entered the

')attery, capturing four officers and 13 enlisted men of the 37th and
L7th Virginia. The Confederates nos;r realized that they had been mis-;
token, A savage counterattack was launched by oﬁe of Go.ode.’s regiments
from the sou_thv:est. Before Miles had a chénce to take advantage of the

success scored by Browvm's patrol, the butternuts had recovered Davidson's
34
lBattery, taking 15 priscners.

It was 10 p.m, when Burke's patrol charged the Confederate line of
l outposts west of the Rives Selient., The Mintense darkness and raint

covered the bluecoats' advance, and they carried about 200 yards of

En
o

picket line held by the Holcombe Scuth Carolina Legion, capturing eigh

l Southerners. Whereupon, the Confederate artillery opened along the en-

tire front. The Union cannoneers replied. A furious cannonade ensued,

lesting for about 30 minutes. Covered by this bombardment, General

orgenized a 20C-man detachment from the Legion and the 18th

(44}

l Vellec
Sculh Carolina. Headed by Captain A, V. Brown of the Legion, the
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'oluntesr ‘advanced to recover the line of outposts, The South Carolin-
1ans cauliously approached to within 20 or 30 yards of the pickst line

lr.d then chargea recovering the works and "capturing 14 prisoners, with
their erms and accouterments, and a sma?l lo» of . :Lﬁtre**cnlr»g teols p 35
l Milesl' twin thrusts ageinst Johnson's division had immediate and
) oporbant repefcussions. General Hill, who had been willing to increase
! ngth of Heth's s‘-:,rikiﬂg foxce, now had a chenge of heart, No
leinforc’ements would be forthcoming, and Hampton and Heth would have to
forago the Joint in_fantry-éav:alry attack on the II Corps scheduled for
aybreak on the 28th., Indeed, Hill wes so alarmed for the safely of the
ector held by Johnson's division thet orders were issued recalling
f:ahone and the three bz;igacies with which he had merched to meet the
36
'ederals. ‘

Under the cover of darkness, Heth had recalled the four infantry
lrigades that had c.rossed Hatcher Run i:o'carr’y the fight to the Army of
'he Potomac. Two of the brigades (tzcRae's and W-éisiger’s) retired in

considerable disorder. When Major J. R, 'Lewellenl mustered the 12th

irginia, he found that he had lost 3 killed, 13 wounded, and 76 miss-

ing and presumed to be prisconers, One of MacRae's veterans recalled,

I'Thé affeir at Burgess! Mill was marred by the misunderstanding of his

rders by an officer in high rank, by which he failed to reinforce as

. s s 5 38
instructed" our brigade, thereby causing us to suffer a heavy loss.
I News that the II Corps had stolen a march on Hampton and Heth,
caused Hill to fret, He feared that unless Mahone rn.arcwed rapidly,

l‘ne Federals would effect such a concentration in front of Johnson's

ls{—actor that they would be able to score a breakthrough. Sergeant Sale
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rererbed that his brigade, along with Harris! and King's, hurried b
b P 2 & o
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o our "old positions." It was discovered Yon getting to our old place

nat the enemy had attacked in addition to our right, our extreme left,

the Baxter road, but were defeated in all their attempis.

39
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So ends another fGn to Richmond.
' The Army of the Potomac listed its casuglties in the battle of the

oydton Plank Road as 166 killed, 1,028 wounded, and 56i missing.: OFf

nhese, the II Corps had lost the lion's share--GG killed, 5392 woundsd,

5 v L0 . ‘ . ‘ ' :
'n& L20 missing. Confederate casualties were never completely re-

porued, The Union’ Drovost-marshal reoorted that 530 Con federate pri~

lﬁor‘. rs from Weisiger's, Cocke's, and MacRae's brigades were sejn.t in by
the II Corps, while 148 soldiers (21l from Weisiger's brigade, except

for a few strégglers from Cocke's brigsde) had been turned over to his
. . . 11
lpeople by the V Corps.  Twenty Rebel cavalrymen had also been counted, .

Thus - ended the most ambitious of the Union attemplis in the autumn

lof 186L to outflank the Richmond-Petersburg line. If clossd with a -

Confederate victory. Meny soldiers hoped that this would be the last

Igreat battle in this sector for the year, because of the weather, which had

lbean mild and open in October, became uncertain with the opening of Novem—

ber, )

l It should have been apparent by now to Grant and Meade the.t b'y
sending columns out to threaten the flanks of the Rlchvzond-_}?euersbuvg

line that they were playing into General Lee's hands. Each time that

llt, was tried, the Confederates used their entrenchments to hold the

Federals to their front in check with a couparalively small force, vihile

they concentrated against the flanking column a sufficient force to buf-

fet it back, or at least cripple its advance,




THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTORER 27-28, 1864
Chapter V

Meade Cuts His Commdiments and FPulls Back
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1o
=
L

“
4]

aw !
!

!_I

6]

16}

=t
e

Ipid., 382,
Ioid,
C. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 194, 236.

Tbid., 348, 360, 368.

Ibid., 348.

Ibid., 412, L2%; Billings, History of the 10th Massachusetts Battery, 266.

In the battle, Batteries C and I, 5th U. $, Light Artillery had expended
237 rounds of solid éhot; 147 shells, 248 rounds of spherical case,

and 34 rounds of canister,
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could not be placed in ambulances, Doctor Elias J, Marsh utilized the
wagons captured in the mnrning, along with two infantry emmunition
wagons. In this fashion, he was able to cérry off the‘field about
100 wounded horsesoldiers. Upon reaching Perkins', a field hospital
was estaﬁlished, and the wounded were removed from the ambulanées.
By dark all the vounds had bteen dressed, the necessary operations

perforied, and the patients placed on cars that would carry them
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the left and rear, They reported King's Alabema Brigade in the
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this situvation, had Hofmann change his front. In view of this
situation, -Crawford determined against sending his division across
Hatcher Run,
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