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THE BATTLE OF THE :OOYDTON PLAf..lK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter I 
.,,$>, 
···"'•I\ 

• General Meade Plans an Offensive 
~ 0~\. 
~~ ~ . 

~«..a 
The leader of the A:rrrry of the Potomac, Major General George G. Heade 

on October 23, 1864, had visited Lieutenant General Ulysses,: S. Grant_1s 

City Point, Virginia, headquarters. While there, Neade had proposed 

that he employ three of his four corps to turn the Army of Northern 

Virg1.nia I s right beyond Hatcher Run and drive for the South Side Railroad. 

Grant told Eeade th?. t h_e would have to -give additional thought to the 

$Ubject. Heade then retu:rned to his headquarters. 

On the 24th Meade was handed a telegram frcm Grant, marked confi­

~ential. Unfolding the message, Meade found that he was to: 

Nake your·prepa:ra.tions to march out at an early hour 
on the 27th to gai.n possession of the South Side Railroad, 

~and to hold it and fortify back to your present left. In 
commencing your advance, move in th_£ee columns ... with the_ 
same force you proposed to take. L Major General John G . .J 

· Parke, who sta.rts out nearest to. the enemy, should be in- • 
structed that if he finds the enemy int'renched and their 
works well manned, he is not to attack but confront him, 
and be prepared to advance promptly when he finds that by 

,''' ·:·_the movement of the other two columns to the right and rear 
Qf them they begin to give way. 

When· the colwnns marched, each soldier was to carry three days' ra­

tions in his haversack and 60 rounds of ammunition on his person. Wagons· 

• 2...'ld ambulances were to be parked a considerable distance in front of the 

. ,:~tbel picket line. Another 20 rounds of srr.all-arms amr:unition per man, 

i:long with a reserve supply of artillery projectiles, were to be loaded 

L·,to w2.gons by the ordnance people and held ready to roll when called fo1 • 

f.,<~0ts along the }filitary Railroad were to be cleared of stores, and a.11 

~;csr::3, c:,.Tfhilancf.:s, and artillery horses not accompc>r,ying the corps '1-,er·e 

~~NNED 8" /4 fao 1 
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. lo be sent to City Point. on the night of the 26th. 1 

According to infor!!l.ation wrung by Meade's officers from Rebel deserters,· 

lu1e Petersburg earthworks were bej_ng extended by Cori~ederate fatigue detaj_ls 

land Negro work gangs to Hatcher Run. These rifle-pits were to 

at redoubts previously thro,,.,n up by Rebel horsesoldiers on the 

terminate 

south bank 

lof Hatcher Run, about one 

to cross or extend up the 

IP..oad crossed Hatcher Run, 

mile above Armstrong's Mill, and were said not 

run. At Burgess' Mill, where the .Boydton Plank 

there were artillery emplacements and some in-

lfantry parapets, but no lirie of entrenchments. 

The Petersburg lines from the Appomattox below the city to Battery. 

INo. 31 were reportedly defended by Major General Bushrod R. Johnson's 

cor..bat-ready division. Lieutenant General Alr~rose P. Hill's III Corps 

I held the rell'.aind~r of the line from Batte~ .No. 31 to .Arthur Swamp: 

• , ~'.2.jor General Henry Heth 1 s qi vision on the left, :V'.ajor General Cadmus M . 

.. \•;ilcox's on the right, with Major General William l<fahone I s in reserve. 

<1 l-fajor General Wade Hampton 1 s two cavalry di visions (Lee 1 s and Butler 1 s) 

and Brigadier General James Dearing's mounted brigade wen~ on the right 

• I of the Confederate infantry. 
2 

-. I · Meade and his chief of staff, .. Major General Andrew A. Humphreys, 

•• prepared to alert their corps and cavalry commanders to get ready for 

I ari.other big offensive. Several changes were w.ade by Meade as to the 

c.:::-ount·of··rations and ammunition-to be tc:ken along by his army. The. 

• 1 soldiers were to carry three full days I rations in their haversacks, and 

))<.· . I v:1:l:'Be days' bread and small rations in knapsack. 11 Sixty rounds of ammu-

rJtion were to be taken on the person; with another 40 rounds per man in 

I the ordnance wagons. The artillery was to bring along 250 projectiles 

·• J".,r-g-u.'l, using the caissons of the fiE:1.d pieces emplaced in the redoubts inste:,_d · 

I 
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I : cf a.dciitional wagons. 
f 

One-half the ambu'lances were to go with the troops, 

II · ,tile each brigade was to be allotted one medicine and one hospital wagon. 

;;o b2.ggage or headquarters wagons were to be allowed to accompany the 
i" If C<>lumns, but ])"Ck mules could be utilized to bring up the officers' rations 

i .:.::d tents .. Clerks., orderlies, and others on detached· or special assign-

If :,:.,::nt (unless their services' were deemed essential) were to be armed and 

· 1·• ;_fostructed to report back to their units. Each corps was to designate ·1r 
1 • 
' 

(:n _officer to t~_ke charge of the horses and caissons belonging to the 

· · 1 i · r;atteri:es posted 
l; ' 
i . '':" 

in the redoubts, with orders to see 

. 3 

that they were 

_, .> ('parked with the train of the 

Ii -" :: 
1

--s: :How to organize a striking force of from 30,000 to 35,000 infantry 

1 
j: ahd still have sufficient manpower to hold the investment line plagued 

j <?f~i~-The withdraw-al of large numbers of troops from the earthworks 

Artillery Reserve. 11 

I I ,, ~~d have to be done with finesse to keep General Robert E. Lee and his 

&._ • •. t~~rals from ascertaininu that the Army of the Potomac was about to strike 

. I f\'.;~;~~ty blow. Major Gen:ral Winfield S. Hancock (whose II Corps held the 

f /:f~}f{.tication~ from B(:l:ttery XXIV on the left to the redoubts at Spring 

I [ · ::jii\i) :~as to see that Brigadier General Nelson Miles' First Division re-'-
1· . ,;-/' • ' 
f .. -1{'•'>'" .• -I . , '.-.. ~-eved the Second and Third Divisions on the line. On being relieved by 

>''l) 

I 
I 

{_ 

.,. -~5~ bluecoats, Brigadier General Gershom Mott was to mass his Third 

on the cleared ground near Southall 1s house. Brigadier General 

·:.>;~??'sW. Egan was to concentrate his Second Division near Fort Bross. 

:
1
ti:'..$e, movements were to begin as soon as it was dark, and Mott I s and 

~ ··f~_~; .... ~·, ·.-: • • 

":-"•• s soldiers 11must be massed beyond the view of the enemy by daylight 11 

25. 4 

\t .. • 

i':cJor General Gouverneur K. Warren was notified to have his V Corps ready 

by Wednesday night, the 26th. Meanwhile, Warren and his staff 

J 
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I:'- ~;ere to see that the troops left behind :ito hold the redoubts and inclosed 
f 
f catteries 11 from Battery No~ XXIV to Fort Conahey were posted. According 

I to en estimate prepared by Warren I s staff, 2,200 infantry and 32 guns 
' I . yould be sufficient to discharge th.is mission. ·warren was to form /he 

f •• rest of his fQotsoldiers and guns out of the Confederates' sight. 

I Like Warren, General Parke of the D:: Corps was ordered to have his 

l: .·men ready to move on the night of the 26th. • Fifteen hundred .footsoldiers 

1 • . and 24 guns were to be stationed in the redoubts and enclosed works from 

I.·-•· fort Fisher on the right to Fort Ctunmings on the left. All other IX Corps 

J. • _···combat personnel was to be ~oncentrated 11at convenient points for movement, 

~ out of view of the enemy. 11 

~ • ·. . Brigadier General David HcM. Gregg of the cavalry was to alert his 

Ii, division to be ready to ride on Wednesday night. Preparatory to taking 

I · 7 

' 

th

e f;::::n:::~gM:::et:n:e::1.:::/::::t::t too well versed in the ways 

I tor horsesoldiers. G€neral Gregg soon notified Chief of Staff Humphreys 

(. .•• th?,t 11it will scarcely be possible for the cavalry to carry on their 

I: _::;persons three days' bread and small rations in addition to three days 1 ,· _.,.. ·'· • •. 

~ '::::• 0:n f :::g:a:r:::k:::er:::~ ::::e t::rb:o::d r:::• f:: :::a 20 
,,: 'iations. 

their knapsacks, and caution them that·-the rations would have to last 

Gregg would therefore have his men cram four days' rations in 

.. • :five days. 
8 

' . I 

As soon as it was dark on October 24, ~.iles 1 division marched from 

its Cainps., and _the troops moved into the trenches, relieving Egan's and 

tott 's soldiers .. 
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I 
I Upon being replaced in the rifle-pits, Egan's brigade commanders at 

■20 a.m. put their units in motion for Fort Bross. A temporary camp was 

l,te_blished a short distance behind the redoubt. A large fatigue detail 

. 'om Egan's 2d Brigade (Colonel James M. Willett 1 s) had remained behind, 

till 4 a.m., strengthening the earthworks. 1-tben these men were secured, 

l1e project engineer told th~ officer in charge to proceed to Avery's 

·.· ~ouse. The troops were kept standing in ranks at Avery's house until • 

> .ell after daybreak, awaiting additional instructions from Colonel 
. . . 

. lillett. Orders finally ca.7ne to march to Fort Bross, but nothmg was 

said about concealing their.movements from Rebel lookouts,·consequently, 

• feneral Hancock was distressed to learn that when the colurun moved south, 

:, ,its line of march was in full view of the Confederates. 
9 

{ I At· 10 p.m. the troops from Mott •s division garrisoning Forts Sedgwick, 

ravis, and Alexander Hays had been relieved by units from Hiles' division, 

and, falling in behmd their guides, they hiked to the rendezvous at 

r lsouthall Is. Men of the Third Division posted in Forts Blaisdell, Bross, 

b 
1 

::h~t~~enson were scheduled to rejoin their units on· the morning of the 

. -. : I General Hancock at 9 a .m. on October 25 notified Meade is headquarters 

that Egan's and Mott I s troops had been relieved. A 900-roan fatigue detail 

cl had spent the night working on fortifications near Dunn Is and Avery's 

, houses. The Con.federates at the same time had been.building bomh:-proofs 

'I and covered ways behind their rifle-pits opposite Fort McGilvery. 

:I 
zr2n the picket line. 'I'o do this, he had 6,200 riflemen which was insuf-

Miles during the day notified Hancock that it required 1,900 men to 
. . 

ficient. IT the regiment currently guarding the depot at Cedar Leval 

-r:ere ordered to report to him, ¥.iles was of the opinion that he would 
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-
t I 11 1 •. .have enough men to discharge his mission. 
i 
1 Chief of· Staff Humphreys, on learning of Miles I problems, issued or-

I ders for the regiment at Cedar Level to report to the First Division) when 

I 
12 

·• . the depot was_ abandoned. 

Hancock on the 25th notified Egan and Mott that tents ,-10uld be struck 

I a.t noon tomorrow .. Forage, rations, and ammunition 11required from the 

' 

fl . trains must be. drawn and issued by 11 that time.· Several cha.nges were 

made in the amount of rations to be taken along on the expedition. Each 

i I . man was to carry four days' rations on his person instead of six, 11to 

r. count from the morning of the 27th. 11 One day 1s supply of salt meat r,'aS 

f 1 · to -be ta.l.cen in haversacks and three days I beef on the hoof .. All public 
~ : 
i 

J 1 • · and personal property in excess of what the officers and men could carry 

l on their persons or horses·were to be turned over to the corps' chief 
l 

11 
f at 2 p.m. To keep in.fonnation as to their destination from reaching the 

JI •.. ·.• foe, it was announced that the order of march would not be issued till 

quartermaster for safekeeping~ The troops were to be prepared to march 

t • 13 
; 11• the morlling .of the 26th. 

i ; . Major John G. Haiard,,.-.-ho bossed the II Corps' artillery, had a tough 

).·1· 
.\ 
i 
j 

,:1 
I .• 

I \· .•• 

,,,: 

I -

I 
/I 

assi~ent getting his batteries ready to roll .. On the night of the 

24th, a section of the 4th Battery, Maine Light Artillery MJ.ich had been 

withdrawn from Fort Haskell relieved the section of Battery F, 1st 

. Pennsylvania posted in Battery No. X. The ot~er section of Battery F 

was recalled from Fort Stedrnan, · rejoining its parent unit near Baxter 

ro~d in rear of the deserted house. Batter-ff H, 1st Ohio Light Artil-

lery was moved from Fort Sedg;-d.ck, one section being ordered into 

Battery No. XIII and the other into Battery No. XIV, relieving the 

1Cth Batter:-,r, Y2ssachusetts Light Artillery. The M2.ss2.chusetts can-

6 
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noneers marched from the earthworks to the Fort Bross rendezvous, where ii. 
1 

• they found_Battery K, 4th U.S. Light Artillery. Batteries C and I, 

II 
j 

I! 
I 

! 

Ii 
I 

5ti1 U >S. Light Artillery and the 1st Battery, New Hampshire Light 

Artillery, which had been in corps reserve, reported to General Mott 

at Southall' s. 
14 

A staff-meeting was held on the 25th in General Parke's coi:nm.and post 

at Peebles' House. With the assistance of his staff, Parke designated 

I .••. · the units that '\'.ould be left to hold the IX Corps I line. Fort Fisher 

I 

· was to be garrisoned by the 31st l•!aine and the 45th Pennsylvania; Fort 

· Welch by the 51st New York,.the 59th Massachusetts, and the 17th Vermont; 

iort Gregg by the 8th Michigan and recruits from the 51 st Pen.nsylva.nia; 

Fort Sampson by the 3d Maryland; Fort Cum.m.ings by the l:-6th Ne•,,r York. 

I O 
· L\~~ch unit was to camp in the 11immed.iate vicinity" of the fort garrisoned, 
-~.: -~ ... • 
.. ; - . and was expected to picket their entire front. Lieutenant Colonel Ralph 

-,:\Ely of the 8th IJ'..ichigan, as senior officer, was ·to be in charge of the 1
·1. ;}J·': : . • . 15 ll .. ,·):Mor,tif'i. ed line when the IX Corps ma!ched put. 

t ,: : · General Meade and his headquarters people by this time had finished 

1,·. -C~tudying their maps. 
,<.,\_. • 

i! ,.,~,,::::t:co:d::: ::r:
0
::a:tg:, :n:n:i::::::t: :is:n:h:t:f:::n:::;~ t::ad 

'I'he routes that the various units were to take were 

I , ~ 
\ ,; I\ );just outside the line of rear intrenchments." To reach this area, the 

~- ,/:troops who wore the .. clover-leaf were to take a route well to the rear, 

Hancock at· Ii ,. 
' ' 

1\ 

.so as to be out of sight of Confederate observation posts. 

2 a.m. on the 27th was to march his corps via Vaughan road, cross Hatcher 

~,., "pass by. Dabney' s }',ill and Wilson and Arnold's steam saw-mill on the 

Eo:ro,ton plank road; cross the open country to Claiborne 
I
s road near its 

~!"'(tersection". with White Oa..~ road, and recr·oss Hatcher Run. His column 

7 
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I 

would then march to the South ·side Railroad, strikiJ1g it at a point about 

three miles. ~ast of Sutherland Station. 

General Gregg wa.s to assemble hi.s cave.lry division (about 3,000 strong) 

on the afternoon of the 26th near Hatcher Run. When his troopers rode 

out on the 27th, they were to cross the stream by the first crossing be-

/ ,. I low the one used by Hencock' s corps. Upon reaching the west_ 00.nk of the 

1 creek, Gregg, who was to. look to Hancock for his or'Ciers, was to advance 

! 1. his horsesoldiers on the left of the infantry, probably follov,ing Qua..1-<er 

~ . \ I· road as far as the Boydton Plank Road. 

l 
erned by Hancock's. 

Gregg 1s movements would be gov-

' I Parke's IX Corps was to march "at such hour" on the 27th as to enable 

1

,

1

. · : it tto

1

surprisde at dtaybreak thte smalHl Confederatedforce posted in the 

:recen y opene ear hworks be ween atcher Run an Hav.'ks 1 • If successful, 

Parke was to pursue the Confederates, wheeling his columns to the right 

1 • · as they forged ahead. Should Parke fail to breakthrough, he .was to re-

!' 
1
1 main in position, keeping the butternuts pinned down, while the II and 

1 .·•• · V Corps turned their right. 

11 .. I . The V Corps i,,fas to march simultaneously with the IX Corps, proceed-

:1 

ing to the crossing of Hatcher Run, below the Boydton Plank Road bridge, 

fro_m where Warren was to support Parke. If the IX Corps broke through, 

Warren's w~s to push ahead, taking position on the left of Parke's 
; 

:1 

I 

~attle line. Should Parke 1s assault faj.l, 'v'!arren was to cross Hatcher 

Buri c.n.d endeavor to turn the Rebels' right by recrossing the run above 

Burgess' Mill, holding a position on Hancock 1 s right. 
16 

Wagons and extra caissons that were to accompany the expedition 

;,ould. not move on the morning of the 27th, but would be 11left parked 

at the most secure point near 11 the bivouacs, to be· ordered to the front 
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I 
l~en convenient. Aw.bulances, however, would go with the troops. 

Army headquarters on the 26th viould be transferred to the neighbor­

looci of Poplar Spring Church. Meade, during the ea.rly phases of the 

.•·· ... • 1ffensive, would be with 

the engineers were to be 

the right w1ng. Headquarters personnel and 

held in reserve at Meade 1 s Station, along with 

.. 1 "full supply 11 of e~trenching tools. 17 

Meade was delighted to learn that a deserter from the 27th North 

• le.rolina had turned himself into the IX Corps I pickets. When questioned, 

re.re~orted that fatigu~ ~art~es from his division (Heth 1 s) 

'tailea to throw up fortifications to the right of Brigadier 

had been de­

General 

tmuel McC-owan's South Carolina Brigade. While engaged in this work, 

the man remarked, he and his late comrades had been nearly two miles 

lo the right of their brigade, Brigadier General John R. Cooke's, which 

j • .,as posted on McGowan• s left. Th.e newly dug rifle-pits to ~foGowan' s 

right (which were held by dismounted cavalry) were not extensive, the 

• forth Carolinian told his interrogators, but they were fronted by an 

abatis. rn 

1 • It was 2:30 p.m. on October 26 before Grant completed his review of· 

r1eade I s plan of operations. 

Point, Grant suggested that 

He liked everything he read, except for one 

if Parke on advancing found the Confederate: 

111fortifications in defensible condition and mnned, 1J he should not attack 

·'· but· "confront them until the movement of the other two corps had. its · 

lef f ec t . 11 · 
1 9 • • 

I . :Meade modified his Ill.aster plan so as to meet partia.Hy his superior I s 

objection. But, Meade added, as Pe.rke was scheduled to be in front of 

j lthe Rebel fortifications at dawn, he would have to llleke a forced recon-

naissance • nto ascertain the exact condition of affairs unless he waits 

l t 171 ~rter 0·,,,,li,:-ht, 11 
20 

--..i • ..._ ,c..., "' ..,..u ---c~· • 
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i I· Farly on October 26 Hancock, as he had promised, laid out the route 
! ... 
t r;ga.n' s and Mott 1s divisions were to follow in gaining the area near Vaughan 

'.I ros.d ,,./here they were to spend the night. 1'he tv;o divisions were to move 

out at .2 I?•m.,- Mott 1 s in advance. Mott's line of march would .be from ii 
l Southall's, through tte pines by the Widow Smith's, Williams', and Dr. 

:· I Gurley' s houses, and the fro,,.,ning parapets of Fort Dushane. A halt for 

• l : the night would be called II just outside· the line and near 11 Vaughan's. 

ll house. Three batteries were to accompany the corps, one to be assigned 

ii to Egan's division by Hajor Haza.rd cu1d the others to Nott 1 s. - Ambulances 

1 .'and 'flagons were to follow the division to which they belonged. When the 

ii·. soldiers went into bivouac, they were to be confined to their camps. No 

j .·, _drum or bugle calls were to be sounded; the officers were to caution their 

~ •• inen to hold down the size of their camp fires'. 21 

JI i .·. · By the designated hour., the brigade commanders had formed, nrustered, 

} .. {iand inspected their units. Mott I s division took the lead as the II Corps· 
f' . ' ..... . 

'.lt'.took the field. No difficulties were encountered till the vanguard~ with 
(, . .• . . 
'••.-,·.:·.· 1'rhich Hancock and his staff rode, reached the Weldon Railroad. .It was 

I :1T-derstood by Hancock that Heade expected the corps to bivouac on Vaughan 
;- ~: . -.~·· ." . . 
:f ·I ''\r-; · 

1

. •.·· ... road near Davis' . 

that it would take his pioneers hours to make the road from Fort Dushane 

A personal reconnaissanc~ satisfied the corps commander 

I to. Davis I passable for his columns. • Discussing the geog,--raphy of the area 

, -~\h his scouts:,·· Hancock learned that. he could turn his troops into the 

I· Halifax road.. A short distance down .the Halifax roa.d was a forks, and \ .•• 

·. the road branching to the right led to Colonel Wyatt's on Church road. 
::,, 

• .. :--.e road passing in front of Colonel Wya.tt 's was said to connect with 

• 11';, 1 
1 -U&'lan road. at Hrs. Davis 1 • 

' 

I 
Observing that tr,e st.m ,;2.s about to set, Hancock determined to halt 

10 



Ii ·• .his corps and have his troops bivouac in the fields south of Fort Dushane. 
l 

Hancoc"k: dashed off a note to Meade at 6:30, reporting that Egan I s rear 1J • . triga.de was just coming i.n. 
t -

He had stopped, bees.use there w-a.s consider2ble 

If confusion whether Fort Dushane or Fort Cummings a..11chored the left flank of 

L • the Federals I fortified line. If Me.a.de still wanted his corps to march via 

I!- .. ·_ Vaughan I s house, the hour that the troops were to n:ove out in the n:-ot-ning 
j ~- .: · - · 22 ti ,coUid be pu$hed ahead, 

,, Chief of Ste.ff Humphreys acknowledged Hancock I s colllll'inication. · It 
t 

11 "· .. \::'.ould be unnecessary, he wrote, for the II Corps to • go by way of Vaughan I s. 

I
I_} .• -·• :).Headquart.ers, as long as it was the sh~;test, had no objection to Hancock 

, taking the route via. Colonel Wyatt I s. 

I.: Xi::: General Gregg dur~.ng the afternoon had called in his outposts and had 

•1 \·}Incentrated his cavalry at Perkins'. 
{ .• . .' 

¼'hen he rode over to Lewis' house 

.. If .. :·;::\? report to General Hancock, Gregg had some bad news for the corps com-

f .• : •ll!ander. Gregg had talked with several Confederate deserters. They had 
i . ,· ,, . ·• . ' . 

11;·;:gi~ldhim that Vaughan road, particularly near the Hatcher Run crossing, 

f '~~as obstructed with felled timber. This i.n:form.ation troubled Hancock:, 
I' , f \./·b·~~ause he didn 1t relish marching his columns through obstructions in 

i I ':'ii'(h; dark. SinCe it would riot be light· till 5:30, Hancock inq:red of 

'i .. Humphreys, "Why not let the soldiers start at a later hour? 11 

I Meanwhile, Hancock had made his plar1s for in the morning . At 2 a.m. 

• •• \ ::• ~:::

5

:ra~ :: ::a:~:r:: v::::nt~ v:::h:~:.:• t::n ~:: ::\.t:::r 1:: 
. f 

1· 
I 

! 

I 

by way o.f Dabney 1 s Hill to Boydton Plank Road. Egan was to cover his 

•. Colum,'1. vii.th a strong advence guard, pushed a considerable distance to 

·_ the front. Great care would be taken to keep the soldiers closed up, 

21:d the cadence woulci be held do,m till d;.ybreak. 

11 



I 
t -I Gregg, after detaching a squadron to _:r:econnoiter in adva.'1ce of the 

~·-· infantry., "''c.S to march his division via Ro"'-a.nty Postoffice to Vaughan 

roed. • Whenever the opportunity presented itself) Gregg was to· co.mmuni-

1·: c,te with ·Hancock. When riding do•n :,,:: iHalifax road, to avoid confusion, 

\ 

) ·.·the cavalry was to keep to the left and the infantry to the right. 

I>·. A guide) thoroughly familiar with this secti.oP. of lli_n:1,iLddie County, 
i I ; )'CUld report to General Egan. AU >.agons, excep~/he ar.,bulances, were 

r ···to be parked· between the camp and Dr. Gurley 1 s. 
l 

}ieade, upon receipt of Hancock I s message regarding a need to re-

• schedule the hour the march was to commence, was agreeable. The II Corps 

could start at .3 :JO, which would bring Hancock into the vicinity of Hatcher 
1 26 I .'·Run at dawn. 

T: "'· General Warren was thrown .into a quandary by Meade's instructions for 

' 

• · him to 11move simultaneously with the Ninth Corps, and proceed to the cross­

. : • :·ing :of 11 Hatcher Run, below the Bo;y-dton PJ..ank Road Bridge, because he }-,new 
.< :. .• ' . 

'fJ[(:;;tno read that would bring the V Corps into positi-On between the II and 

• ,rlX Corps. Major Washington A. Roebling was detailed to explore the :-road 

-//}~etw6rk between the fortifications held by the IX Corps and Hatcher Run, 

• )"\,ut he was unable to venture beyond !he Union pickets, which were but a 

J .. short distance in front of the earthwrks . 

. General Parke I s pioneers, however, came to War.i:-en' s assistance. A 

• road was opened by them through the abatis and pines to the left of Fort 

r ;um.T!fogs, through an. open field, to a cart road. Wb.en Chief of Staff 

: Hu.inphreys relayed this information to Warren, he potnted out that this 

· C-=.2•t road would en.able the V Corps to ree.ch Duncan road, which led by 
,. 

• .•. Westmoreland 1 s house. The people at army headquarters were unable to 

t~,s ',/ny the V Corps could not move simu.Uaneously with the IX Corps as 

12 
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•. far as Duncan road. From there, it was believed that Warren's scouts should 
' I · ba able to ·1ocate a route to Hatche_r Run. 

27 

After acknowledging Hu...--:iphreys' telegra.m, Warren issued orders for his 

I • division commanders to have their troops at Parke I s house, ready to take 

I 
I 

the field at 5:30 a.m. on the 27th. Hea,ry battle losses and the dischcrge 

o.f men whose enlistments had expired had reduced the once proud and for;nid--

able V Corps to little more than a skeleton. \lftlen the corps marched, Bri-

pdier General Charles Griffin I s First Division was to have the advance, 

I to be followed by Brigadier General Romeyn B. Ayr:es', with Brigadier Gen-

I · •• ,eral Samuel W. Crawford I s bringing up the rear. The corps was_ to keep 

1: · closed up, Griffin's vanguard follo,,ring hard on the heels of Parke I s rear 
1 

• • ).,,division.·. Of his 11,000 effectives, Warren complained, 3,913 had never 

i •• _·_fired a shot :i,n anger; while 1,649 were "ignorant of the manutl. 11 Five 
! I batteries, three armed with light 12~pourtders ( 14 guns) and two wi t,h 3-

t foch rifles ( 10 guns), were to accompany the e.xpedi tion. The earthworks 

I }(':;~om Battery No. XX.IV to Fort Fisher, formerly held by the entire corps, 
!. . 

I · · C'ti~uld be entrusted to Brigadier General Henry Baxter's brigade, about 

{ ·.'y2}500 strong, and e\ght batteries of 34 guns. Surplus transportation 

and baggage had been sent to C:ity Point. I 
28 

Meade, when he reviewed Warren's orders, disapproved of the starting 

tiE-,e. 5:30 was not early enough. General Parke, having alerted his di-

·1· __ · _ . Vision corr!Ir.anders to have their troops on the roe.ct by 3 o I clock; Heade 
~ 1 29 
--e .... egraphed Warren to put M.s c_orps in motion at 4 a.m. 

I 
I 
I 

The troops of the IX Corps spent October 26 getting ready to take 

the offensive. Rations and ammunition in the stipulated quantities were 

,drc.wn, while the units earmarked to hold the forts took position. Basides 

C:)J':.ting a -pa.ssage through the parapet and aba.tis to the left of Fort Cu.rnrnings 

1.3 



i 
I 

I 
Jr the V Corps, Parke's pioneers opened a route through the fortifications 

io the right of· that stronghold for the IX Co11Js. 

Gerieral Parke, before retiring) notified Briga.dier General Orlando 

rllcox, whose First Division wa,s to have the advance, that-he was to 

rr,ove his 11command promptly at 3 :30 in the morning, keepin.g ... L-hisJ 

I .. • 
lrigades well closed, ar;d taJcing the. road cut ___ through the pan,.pet to 

30 
the right of Fort Cumm,j_ngs .. ~ . 11 The Third Di vision led by Brigadier 

! , l,meral E<lward Ferrero and Brigadier General Robert Potter's Second, 

'

ivision, as nam;~, were to follow Willcox through the· gap opened in 

he earthworks. 

I Tattoo was beaten as usual in the IX Corps' ca.:~ps that evening. 

After ta.ttoo, the officer of the d;:;.y made his rounc.s to see that 

;. len had retired and that no unnecessary camp fir~s were burning. 

the 

At 

__ ,:30 o 1clock the· officers awakened their men, being _careful to hold 

0•11n the noise. The units were formed, mustered,· and ready to march 

It 3 o'clock. 
32 
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PL.tu\fi ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter I 

General Ke.3.de Plans an Offensi vs 

Notes 

11 The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Offici2.l Records of 

the Union and Confederate ArJT1ies, Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. III, 317-318. 

Ibid., 318-319; Andrew A. Humphreys, The Virginia Campaign of 1 64 and 

165 (New York, 1882), 294 . 

.Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. III, 322-323, 325-326, 328, 330, 

Ibid., 323-324. 

Ibid., 325. Brigadier General Charles Griffin was on leave, but so 

highly did Warren value the services of the leader of his First Division 

that he sent him a telegram, urging him to rejoin the a:nny. Griffin, 

never one to miss a fight, rejoined his division in time to lead it 

into ba,ttle. Ibid,, 325. 

· Ibid., 328. Troops left to hold the redoubts were to be provided 

·.·-1 with 200 rounds of ammunition per person and to be supplied with 
'', . 
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rations to see the~~ through six days. Ibid., 329. 

Ibid., 331. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt.- I, 295, 325; _Q. g._; Series I, Vol. 

XLII, pt. III, 347-348. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 345, 394; Q_. ~-, Series J, Vol. 

XLII, pt. III, 348. Miles' brigades were posted: the 1st Brigade 

froru the_ Appomattox to Fort Morton, the Consolidated Brigade from 

Fort H0 rton to Battery No. XXI, the 4th Brigade from Battery No. XXI 
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· to Battery No. XXIV, including Forts Sedgwick, Davis, and Alexander 

Hays. Ibfd., 45, 48. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. III, 344, 345. 

~-, 345. 

Thi.£., 34.5, 346. 

Ibid., 346. The 14ti1 }~assachusetts &ttery withdrew one section from 

Fort Bross and -one from in the rear of Fort Sedgwick; the 3d Battery, 

Vermont Light Artillery was pulled out of Battery No. XVI; while the 

3d Battery, ~1aine Light Artillery was relieved in Fort Rice by a 

section of Battery A, 1st New Jersey Light Artiller,r. These three 

batteries proceeded to City Point, wher.e the officers in charge 

reported to Brigadier General Henry W. Benham. 

Ibid., 350, 351. 

Ibid., 340-341 ; Humphreys~ Virginia Campaign of 1 64 and !.22., 294-295. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt~-JJI, 341-342.· . Lieutenant Colonel Ira. 

~J§.1:ll<!iDg 9omm?.Il?€d the. engineers • 

Ibid., 338. 

Ibid., 355-

Ibid .. 

Ibid., 359; Q_. ~., Series I, Vol. XLI~, pt. I, 410-411. • Batteries 

C and I, 5th U.S. (armed with six.Na:poleons) reported to General 

Egan, while the 10th Massachusetts Battery (six 10-pounder Parrotts), 

and Batter.r K, 4th U. S. (four Napoleons) was attached to !fott
1
s 

con:mand. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt.III, 358; Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLII, 

pt. I, 230, 295, 303, 319, 325, 346, 351, 39k. Fort Dushane had bean 
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erected in late August and early Septenber, following the ba.ttle 

of the Weldon Railroadj and anchored the defense line covering the 

railroad from the west. Fort Cummings had been thrO'NTI up in eariy 

Oct?ber, after the battle of Peebles' Farm, and ancho~ed the Union 

line latd out to secure the ground gained at that time. 

Q, !l~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. III, 358. 

Ibid.; Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I., 608, 

Q. E•, Series I, Vol. XLII, pt .. III, 359-360 .. 

Ibid., 359. 

Ibid.:, 361; Q. ~.; Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 434. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. XL!I, pt. I, 434; Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, 

• pt. III, 362-363. • General Baxter conu,1anded Crawford's 2d Brigade. 

The V Corps batteries left to hold the works were posted: Battery 

No .. XXIV, two 3-inch rifles; Battery No. XXV, two -12-pounder Napoleons; 

Fort Howard, two· 12-pounder Napoleons and two 3-~ch· rifles; . Battery No. 

XXVI, two 12-pouncier Napoleons and two.3-inch rifles; Fort·wadsworth., 

• four 3-inch rifles and four 12-pounder Nar,oleons; Fort Keene, two 

3-inch rifles and two 12-pounder Napoleons; Fort Urmston, four 12-

•• pounder Napoleons'and t,..,--o 3~inch rifles; Fort Conah~y, two 3-inch 

rifles and two 12-pounder Napoleons. Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, 

pt. III, 363-364; Hwnphryes, Virginia Campaign of !__6L~ and !.2-2.k 

• 295-296; Willia."11 H. PovTell, The Fifth Army Corns (Army o:r the Potomac), 

A Reco1~d o:f Onerations Duri~ th~ Civil WaI_ in the United States of • 

America., 1861-1865 (New York, 1896), 738-739. 

Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I., 361. 

Q. g., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. III, 364, 365; O. g_., Series I, Vol. 

XLII, pt. I, 548-51.:.9~ 
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Th'E BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLAI~~ ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter II 

Hampton Establishes a Roadblock 

General Hancock at J:JO a.m., October 27, 1864, _upon learning that 

_ lhis divisions were formed, passed the wo:rd to move out. In accordance 
i . 
j, , ,dth Hancock's orders, Egan's division took the lead. As soon as Ege.n's 

i I rear regiment had moved from its camp and turned into Halifax road, .Mott I s t . ' • 
i 
i.-.11. ead brigade marched from its bivou_ ac. Egan I s 3d .Brigade commanded by 

J · Brigadier General Thomas A. Smyth had t.he advance, followed by.Colonel 
'r . • 

j ·1James M.'Willett 1s 2d Brigade, while Lieutenant c;lonel Horace P. Ru.gg's 

/I · 1st Brigade brought up the rear~ 

iJ
1 

·lpreceded Smyth's lead :regiment. 

A squadron from the 6th Ohio Cavalry 

I Rwribling along between Willett I s and 
r 
f · I Rugg's brigades were th; six Napoleons :manned by Batteries C and I, 5th 

f U. S. Light Artillery. 

fl. - F'or the first one-half mile of the march, the infantry had little 
l 
l 
. 

11elbow room." Although they held to the right as directed,· Halifax road 

/°'I .was hardly wide enough for both the footsoldiers and Gregg's cavalry. r, Tempers flared. Insult; were exchanged as infantryman and cavalrymsn got 

, in each others way .. • The situation improved after the head of the colUJ!lns 
i 
.• 

t 
{ 

_· .. 1 :reached the junction, and the II Corps took the right-hand road, rhile 

Gregg's cavalry cont{nued do½n Halifax road. 

General Egan and his guide rode with the troopers of the 6th Ohio. 

At. Colonel Wyatt's, the colunm. turned into Church road and pushed on 

across Arthur Swamp. Day was breaking as the vanguard entered Vaughan 

I read. There were several sharp reports, as Confederate pickets posted 

at a housB about 200 y2.rds north of the road blazed a•.,ray at the Ohio 

I 
1 5 
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fr. ' • 
' I 
! i 
' ) : } I horsesoldiers. 
! r . 

Egan called a b rie.f halt, to· enable General Smyth to organize 

i a force to dislodge the Rebels. Within a few mommts, Lieutenant Colonel 

'. I Fra.r.k J. Spalter had reported to Egan ·with his 4th Ohio Infantry- Battalion. 

j I Close behind C2.llle the 7th West Virginia. Egan had Spalter deploy his Ohioans 

as skirmishers to the right and left of Vaughan road. The West Virginians 

i I w5re told to load their rifle-muskets and advance as a support to the Ohioans. 
. . . 

i • By the time Spalter 1 s battalion had ta.1<:en position. the Confederates had 

11 secured their- mou.,."lts and had disappeared down the ;oad. 2 

·I 

ti l . · officers anticipated trouble, because they asked one another, "Wh;y-_else has 

The rr~rch was resu_~ed. It was apparent to the veterans that their 

J 1-· Egan called in the cavalry and deployed infantry to screen the advance?" 

! 1, · There was no more delay at this time, and the column tramped rapidly along 

f • till Spalter and his Ohioans approached Hat.cher Run. Spalter and his foot-
/ ; 

l 
Here the road had been obstructed; trees had l,·. soldiers sensed trouble. 

;_1

1

_, been toppled arid brush thrown into the-stream-; so as to disorganize a . 

I, 
force attempting to assail the rifle-pits dug on the opposite side to 

11
- · cover the crossing. 

! . , Without waiting for the 7th West Virginia, Colonel Spalter barked 
i 
f1., · __ the comnand, rinouble-q~ick ! 11 

.• dovm the slope. There was a cra~h~ng volley~ Spalter and several of his 

The Ohioans crossed an open field and dashed 

:1 · -Jn.en were knocked off their fee-!;,. Unable to cross Hatcher Run, the Ohioans 
~ ... 

, took cover and returned the Rebels t fire. By this time_. the 7_ th W~st 

_I· • ·. Virginia b.ad deployed as skirmishers and moved to the attack. The West 
,_,_ . 1-· Virginians stormed into the ab.a.tis, but like _the Ohioans., they were re-

I;1ilsed. 

I Captain John Fordyce of the West Virginia unit, with Spalter dead, 
,·· • 

I 
•I.:..s senior officer present. After posting his men behind trees, he dashed 

16 



! I to the rear and hailed Generals Egan and Smyth. . The generals listened 

2.s Fordyce tersely explained the situation. Ega.11 turned to Smyth and 

told him to form his brigade across the read. Staff-officers galloped 

ll to the rear w:i_th instructions for Willett and Rugg to hurry to the front 

;. .· with their brigades and form a second line behind Smyth I s. Willett 'l'Ias 

:I 
-~- ••• 

to post his New Yorkers on the right, while·:Rugg massed his bluecoats on 

3 
the left of Vaughan road. 

Major Henry S. Farley of South Carolina led the small detachment of 

dismounted troopers from Brigadier· General Pierce M. B. You.YJ.g1 s brigade 

charged with guarding the Vaughan road crossing of Hatcher Run. The 

Confederates, their fighting blood up, had let go a terrible "Rebel Yell 11 

11 
l 

as the Yankee skirmishers scrambled for cover. '.l.'he sight of Egan's battle 

lines • had a sobering influence. 

Egan, having completed his dispositions, told Smyth to charge. Sup-

\ ported by Willett ts and Rugg I s brigades, Smyth 1s battle line swept forward. 

JI Hen dropped, but on the Federals came. Tearing gaps in the abatis, the 
t .. 
; 

i 

11 I 
Yan.lrn, holding their cartridge-boxes and rifle-muskets above their heads, 

plunged into the run. The water was waist deep. By the time they had i 
' ,. 

I scrambled up the slippery west bank, the Rebels had abandoned their rifle-

Pits and were fleeing do~m the road. A number of greyclads, not as fleet 

I e.s their comrades, were captured. 

Smyth 1s soldiers continued the pursuit to Young's Store, where the 

g~neral called a halt to re-form his brigade. ~~ile waiting for the rest 

I of the division, Smyth had the 1st Delaware relieve the 4th Ohio Battalion 

and. the 7th West Virginia on the skirmish line .. The men from Delaware 

I t1.1~hed out about th..ree--q_uarters of a mile, driving the Confederates before 

1 7 



General Hancock, while waiting impatiently for his pioneers to remove 

the obstructions from the ford so his artillery could pass, d~shed off 

la note to Chief of Staff Hu,nphreys. He reported. that his colunm h2.d 

J I.forced its way across Hatcher Run.· At this time, 7:30, firing could 

;i be heard off to the south where Gregg's cavalry was operating, but 
i;; l. I tc;ere wer~ no sounds of battle from the IX Corps off to the northeast. 

I 'Ihis caused Hancock to feel· nsdme uneasiness, n because he realized that 

1 • his "small column ·could affect nothing if the enemy were pen,itted to 

f. I concentrate against it, and that he could not even attempt to reach the 

\: . • South Side Railroad unless the enemy were kept busily occupied meeting . 
' 5 
I. I the attacks

11 
launtched bty Pafrke and Warren. -'- . , 

• As soon as he res o Egan 1 s brigades and :t,!o.,t' s di vision had fordea 

1.1 H~tcher Run, Hancock told Egan to inarch "by the nearest l'oad to Dabney's 

! I P.ill;n Mott's column was to moire out along Vaughan road a mile or so, and 

l

, · .. · then strike for the mill by way of a cart roa<:1! shNm on the Federals' maps 

· 1-. of eastern Dinwiddie County .• 
6 

• 

f ; ·: •• Egan, after re-forming his division, called for Rugg to take the ad-

t .• I Vance. Smyth I s brigade was to bring up the rear. Rugg I s lead regiment 

{ • (the 19th Massachusett;') was turned off Vaughan road and into the Tele-

! I , 

LI I 
~ 

>, • .• 

graph road. At the point where the Telegraph road struck Hatcher. Rur1, 

Egan had Rugg form his brigade into battle line across the road, while 

skirmishers of the 19th·Hassachusetts ·waded the stream. Not encountering 

: · 1 ar.y Confederates, they were withdra"n. As soon as Rugg reassembled his 

l.• · • troops, the march was resumed along a cart road. The he ad of the column 

l'e2.ched Dabney's Hill at 9:15, where the vanguard (two companies of the 
I I 19th },Ie.ine) captured Major Andrew R. Venable., Hampton's adjutcrnt-general. 

.i: 1 ·· ' • ·;. 

' 

'fhiJe Egan, s soldiers wer·e halted waiting for Hott to arrive, Venable .,,,as 

rn 



I 
lestioned by Egan and his staff. Venable refused to tell the Federals 

7 
,✓-thing except his name and ran_tc 

Nott 1 s division., with Brigadier General P. Regis De Trobriand 1s bri­

te leading the way, had waded Hatcher Run at 8 o 1 clock. Preparatory 

to moving out 

l2.rpshooters 

Vaughan roaci, .Hott had De Trobriand advance the 2d U.S. 

and the 73d New York as skir:rnishers. De Tr.obria.nd I s 

lvance guard, as it approached a cornfield near where the road to 

l'Jct,ney1 s Mill branched off from Vaughan road, sighted Confederates 

tging rifle-pits. The Yanks surged forward., and the Confederates 

dropped their entrenching tools, swung into their saddles, and pounded 

I in swift retreat. Nothing further out of the ordinary occurred to 

ID1· the march to Dabney 1s }!ill. Since Egan 1s troops had reached the mill 

Wv~l ahead of them, Mott 1s soldiers were subjected to considerable good-

rf ured guying as they tramped up. 
8 

All the while the sound of Gregg's guns was getting nearer. Hancock 

,,r that with Gregg adva.ncing, he would have to strike rapidly for the 

I
~ ·dton Plank Road, if he were to intercept the Confederates that the 

on cavalry was driving in. Orders were given for Egan to push on to-
9 

'I.Id the plank road. 

Egan soon h2.d his division in motion along a wood road, which his 

I.de assured him led into the Boydton Plank Road at BevilPs. At 10:30 

a,,. Rugg' s advance debouched from the pines into a field a,11d reached 

t.,;;:ir goal. Looking up the plank road tow2.rd Hatcher Run, the Yariks • 

clld see the canvas tops of Confedera.te military wagons as they rolled 

r,crthe;,;,.sl\.,,-ard. 

I Ho.ncock, who- "1-ras riding i,.Ji_ th Egan, was disappointed, because he be-
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fl·· 1ievec :b.at a small force of cavalry, if one were available, might have 

\ • 

; captu::,~.:. part_ of the train before it crossed the run at Burgess I Hill. 

!I As so,::. 2.s the last of his footsoldiers had emerged from the \<,uods, Egan 
t . ,
1
. had P-...:ig form his brigade into line of battle across the Boydton Plank 

l . . Road. ':he 19th and 20th Massachusetts were sent to report to Captain 

A. Hec-y Embler of Hancock's staff. Embler deployed the Massachusetts !1 
f .· ·· infant::11,1.en as skirmishers to the right of the road and advanced to feel 

1• the fee, Hancock at the same time called for Rugg to move his brigade 

• across :.he Boydton Plank Road, anchoring its right on the road, 
10 

ti 
J..s soon as Willett 1s 2d Brigade entered the clearirig, Egan had the 

I colonel form his troops with their left resting on· the plank road. The 

i • positic:1 taken by Willett I s troops was parallel with the road and faced 
I . . 

{I-the comanding ground, known to the soldiers as Burgess I farm. Willett 

1 
was tclc. by Egan to advance 11to the support of Captain Thlbler's skir­

mishers, until his left connected 1; with Rugg 1s right. 
11

• 

'hlile '\ilillett was preparing to do as directed and before the head of 

1 •. Srr~-th!s column came out 9f the pines, a Confederate battery roared into 

11. \ .. •. 2.ction, hannnering Rugg I s skirmishers and battle line with case-shot .. Two 

( •• _Rebel cuns were quickly·· pinpointed on the south si.de of Hatcher Run, near 
!I c· 

11 
! 

Burgess' Tavern, while a second section had. unlimbered -.its:· piece off to 

the west near White Oak roa.d. 
12 

·, . The cannoneers of Batteries C and I, 5th U. s·. Light Artiller-,J he<.rc 

I I . the boorri of the Southerners I cannon. 
i ,', . 
L .•. 

Lieutenant W. Butler Beck.put his 

l.1 
'·I· "} 
l 

'I :, 

lfbattery into a trot. 11 Driving their teams out into the field, the reg.1;.2..ars 

quickly put their Napoleons into action, concentrating their fire on the 

Con.federate guns on the ridge near Burgess 1 • 'l'he range wa.s only 800 ye.res, 

£.c:ci the Federal cannoneers quickly registered on their mark. Within a f<:r; 

20 
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I 
tutes, the greyclads had had enough, a..'ld limbering up their guns they 

13 
withdrew north of the run. 

I General Hancock did not deem it prudent to continue his :mc.rch for 

je White Oak road, while any Confederates remained south of Hatcher .Run. 

tl:i.ers were now issued for Egan to push for the bridge at Burgess' and 

I drive everything across. General Gregg at this time rode up and re-
. ·. 14 

ported to Hancock. • . 

I 
¼'hen Gregg 1s horsesoldiers took the field before daybreak on October 

Colonel Charles H. Smith's brigade was assigned the advance, to be 

followed by Colonel Michael Kerwin's., with Brigadier Genera.1 Henry E. 

Ivies' brigade covering the rear. The cavalrymen were delighted when 

lncock's .II Corps left them iri possession of Halifax road. 

Reams1 Station, the long column turned into the Dinwiddie 

A mile north 

Courthouse 

td, which would bring it to the Honk's Neck Br~dge crossing of Rowanty 

Creek. 

I 
· 1h 

.e 

Colonel Smith, before saddling up, had assigned to the dependable 

Ohio Cavalry the advance .. A Confederate outpost was encountered by 

Ohioans at J. Hargrave's, about one mile northeast of Monk's Neck 

rdge .. A few shots were exchanged, and the Rebel vedettes fled. 

bh.ie(:02.ts followed,close on the Jo}umies' heels. 

The 

I As they approached the· bridge, the Ohioans pulled up their horses., . 

• 

cause on the opposite s:i.de, about 200 yards to their front, they could 

-ea line of breastworks behind which crouched Rebel cavalrymen assigned 

I \·i,.,_tch the crossing. 

t'a,_;:,;; of the situation. 

I 

Colonel Smith galloped_up and made a hurri?d. esti­

The 6th Ohio and a be.ttalion of the 1st Haine were 

21 
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disn:.ounted. After· the troopers had counted off,. every fifth w.an was de­

tailed. as a_horse-holder. Next, the men were deployed on the run as 

skirmishers. Several well-aimed volleys kept the butternuts pinned in 

' their rifle.-pits, and then the bluecoats charged, wading the Ro.ranty 

, above and below the bridge. Pressing on, the Yanks stormed the v0rks, 

I 
I 
I 

15 
capturing several prisoners. 

A bridgehead_established, Gregg had his pioneers cut away the 

barricades placed on the approaches to the bridge. The division then 

t I crossed Rowc.nty Creek, as the horse-holders brought up the mounts, and 

, •' the advance was resumed. Smith's brigade, preceded by troopers of the 

I 6th Ohio, continued to lead. 

~ _. ·. -9ounty, the Ohioans were in constant contact with the Rebel horsemen, whom 

As the column forged deeper into DinY<l.ddie 

~ .t~ey had help _ rout from ·.the roadblock. Much pot..-der was burned, but vli. th 

I both sides moving rapidly, there were few casualties. 

Two and one-half miles west of Monk's Neck Bridge, the Federals ~ 
I:-, :~-F~ed into _Vaughan road and crossed Little Cattail Run. Upon reaching 

1 , , Jhe intersection of Vaughan and Quaker roads, Gregg's vanguard wheeled 

I :.' •_into Quaker. road. 

•. ,· _.:: Gravelly Run, Major George W. Dickinson threw up his right arm as a sig-

As the 6th Ohio started dovm the slope leacling to 

, · nal to halt. Most of the leaves having withered and fallen, the advance 

I 
i 

I 
I 

.. 

I 
/ 

I 

[Uard could see a number of- Rebels posted on the north side of the stream, 

16 
Prepared to resist their crossing. 

Several couriers he.d been bagged by the Yanks du:ring their lightning­

like ride from the Rowanty to Gravelly Run, Gregg closely questioning 

the~e men learned that two Confederate cavalry divisions were_ based in 

eastern Dinwiddie County. }lajor General W. H. F. 11Rooney" Lee's division 

~~s said to be enca~ped on Stony Creek, to Gregg's left and about three 

22 
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• I • • 
~' miles distant, while Brigadier General Matthew C. Butler's division ,ias 
~ 17 
1 • - canroed on Quaker road to his front. 

I 
j 

Major General Wade Hampton's Cavalry Corps was charged with guarding 

~, the area southwest of the Pe.tersburg fortifications. The cavalry chieftain 

\ _i., on October 24 had notified General Lee t},.a t his horsesold1.ers had been 

I -employed 11in' assisting the infantr.r in completing a new line of works,. L Which extends" to Hatcher Run. 

- _: had posted his corps: Seven hundred di_smounted cavalrymen had been sent 

This task having been completed, Hampton 

I 

t I' _into the .newly completed earthworks, their right resting on Hatcher Run, 

f\_ ?o~t: one and one-half miles above Armstrong's Nill. Troopers from Butler I s 

I, division picketed the countryside from the rifle-pits to H0 nk 1s Neck Bridge, 
t . . •• 

while RooneyLee 1s horsesoldiers watched the ground between Monk1s Neck 

: :Bridge and the point where Halifax road spanned Stony Creek, Dearing's 

brigade was encamped at Burgess' Mill with orders, on receipt of news of 

a Onion advance, to take position at once in the trenches on the right 

:,or the infantry. 
18 

• On the 24th Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill had joined Hampton 

for a ride along the recently finished earth .. o rks. As they jogged along, 

Hampton suggested to Hill that if the infan_try could hold the line to 

-Hatcher Run, he could pull his dismounted troopers out of the rifle-pits 

I-north of the stream and place them in the ;,..orks guarding the south bank. 

Li The cavalry corps would then be concentrated -.,.,,1.thin supporting distance 

I of the fortified zone, and. if the Federals attacked, Hampton could throw 
' • 
t I : :. force of from 11400 to 4,000 men11 on their flank by crossing at one of 

· ~~e five dams, reserving at the S8JHe time a sufficient mounted force to 

I- Cope with their cavalry. Before Hill could act on this suggestion, how-

I 
c·,rcr, the AJ.•;,ry of the_ Potomac lashed out to,-.rard the Boydton Plan.J.c Ro2.d. 

19 
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Shortly after daybreak, on October 27, excited couriers began reach­

ing Hampton's _command post with reports that a number of Union colurrns 

l,,e:r:•e advancing and driving in Butler's pickets from Squirrel Level road 

the left to the Dinwiddie Courthouse road pn the right. Next, came 

evil.:..tj_dings that Union -infantry and artillery had forced crossings 

Hatcher Run at Armstrong's :Mill and the Vaughan road crossing, while 

··' • Yankee cavalry had stormed the Mon..'!{' s Neck Bridge. Orders were given 

• 1ror Butler to reinforce his outposts. The brigade cow.1r.rnders ordered 

ltheir regiments 11to get into the saddle" without allowing their cavalry-­

~en to attend to the "niceties of the toilette, or to _breakfast.~ .-. 11 

• • tome dismounted men, 11who were in camp, always as ·wretched as fish out 

of water, were forced, much against their will, to move in undignified 

;·laste, swearing like orthodox troopers, amid nruch pleasant chaff from 

[heir more fortunate comrades on horseback. 11 Butler, accompanied by a 

combat patrol, rode out to engage the Union column (Hancock's corps) 

fnat was advancing via Vaughan road. 

Learning from his scouts that Gregg's cavalry was driving up Quaker 

load,Hampton with a strong detachment from Butlel:' 1s division headed south. 

[ampton so~n encountered 

guard. Reacting to this 

the pickets as they retreated.before Gregg's van­

emergency with his.characteristic vigor, Hampton 

- fismounted and formed his men on a ridge overlooking Gravelly Run. Butler 

now rode up and reported that he had been unable to locate Ha.~cock's • 

-__ Jol1.1..,nn. Meanwhile, the cannoneers of the Washington South Carolina 

c::ille~ emplaced - ._ :··. :·: two of their 3-inch rifles on a commanding 

l':., .,J.1. 

I Before riding out of Butler's camp, Hampton had dispatched an aide 

~~th instructions for Rooney Lee to take the field with all his division, 

I 

; , : 
,; .•' 1 . 
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1: 

'i• .. '. 



ll ·•---------------- · ------------ ··-----····--·--:---------

i i I : f 
t 

I } I except those men on picket duty. Lee was to ride_from his Stony Creek 
l • 

, car.,.p, march up the military road, so as to strike Gr __ egg 1s cavalry i...~ the 

: I rear as it advanced up Qua.ker roe.d. 
( 

I 
Butler's left and Hatcher Run would have to be covered. If not,Hancock's 

Hampton, as a good soldier, kn,ew that the gap which had opened between 

11 • ·column. would· be able to make an unopposed rr2.rch to Burgess I Mill. He 

l 
I 
1,·1 

therefore gave Major Venable the task of telling Dearing to pull his 

troopers. ou~ of the rifle-pits north of Hatcher Run, and to post them 

i1 on Boydton Plank Road near Bevill• s house. Dearing upon reachll)g Eevili • s 

I . h'Ould have a twofold mission. Besides--watching Butler I s flank and rear, 

ii 
, 

he was to guard the roads leading from Armstrong's and Dabney' s mills to 

_ the plank· road . 

1-· General Hill, as Hampton's superior, quashed the order for Dearing 

• to proceed to Bevil.l's, because he did not feel that the brigade could 

1 be spared from the works. 
L 

Dearing and his troopers would continue to 

.~. .\_·fumbe responsible :for the defense o.f the Burgess! Mill crossing of Hatcher 

It was while hastening to tell Hampton of.Hill 1 s.refusal to release 

I De~irig that Venable was captured by Hancock's vanguard. Ha.'!lpton there'.""' 

• • fore did not know that the approach to his rear was unguarded. 

I 1 • 

I 

Upon the departure of Hampton I s column for Gravelly Run, ~he men re-

. Tn.:;ining in camp quickly packed the wagons and started for Burgess'. Mill. 

These were the vehicles seen by Hancock as he rode out onto the Boydton 
21 

• Plank Road . 

I
i·-.. . General Gregg had joined Colonel Smith and. Major Dickinson on the 

. l"idge south of the Quaker road crossing of Gr2.velly Run. \.;nile_ the of­

i'icers were discussing the tactical situation) the can.noneers of the 

r.'ashi.ngtcn South Caroli..n.a Artillery opened fire. · Gregg, studying the 

· I ,,;;;:cs it'c! slope through his gh.sses, . w2.s able to pinpoin-::. a stroni skirniJ.sh 

--- ----
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1· 
11 

line, Smith prepared to.attack. The 6th Ohio and the 1st Maine were dis-

mounted and deployed as skirmishers. Wading the run, the bluecoats carted 

; I out a narrow bridgehead. Butler.' s Confederetes, however, held their ground 

along the brow of the ridge and prepared to counterattack. Smith determined 

to conunit a.11.other regiment. The 21st Pennsylvania was called up and rode 

l 1 2.cross the stream, forming on the flanks of the skirmish line. Smith, s 

1 brigade, as soon as the Pennsylvanians were in position, began to fight 
t .· { I its way up the slope. Suddenly, the butternuts broke off the engagement, 

22 f , secured their horses, and retired up the valley of Gravelly Ru.,. 

11 It -was not long before Gregg and Smith's bluecoats discovered the 

) I reason for the Conf ederatcs' precipi twt withdrawal. Hampton had first 

l learned that Dearing had not taken position at Bevill's, when several 
! 
t I ashen-faced men rode up and reported a powerful Union column (Hancock 1 s) 

1 1tra.s astride the Boydton Plank Road.- _ If Butler's butternuts held their 

11 ground, they would be trapped between the Yank cavalry to their front 
I 
f,_-_ I and Hancock I s ·infantry to their rear. 

_ change his front, so as to meet the Federals on the Boydton Plank and 

It was mandatory for Hampton to 

! } I ~inite 9ak roads. 

f 

After dispatching a combat patrol with one gun up 

~iaker road to harass Hancock, Hampton ordered Butler to disengage his 

! I division, move to the left, and take post near J. Wilson's on the plank 
1- • 

' , 
1 

to.ad. - Covered by a strong r_ear gua.rd, Butler broke contact with Gregg 1 s 

I -. ho:rsesoldiers and headed for Wilson I s. 
23 

1 t While smith' s br:i gad e was hat tl ing Butler' s division along Gravelly 

Fbm, Rooney Lee I s di vision came thundering up the military road from Stony 

General Davies' brigade, reinforced by the 2d Pen:isylvania of 

:_'._:'_, 1_ Kt:.•,1in 1s brigade, was posted at the junction of the Quaker and wilitary 

t·-:2.d.s. L , 7 d ,., a • • t ' a-'--+ ' bu+-v t'ney were repulsed. _ ee s greyc_a s m.aue spiri ea v,ac~, _ 

I 



11 
j 

i 
II 
'
i Gravelly Run, Gregg restuned his w.arch up Qua.teer road. Davies I rear guard 

I (the 1st Pennsylvania Cavalry) we.s cautioned to keep a strong lookout. 

I : . 24 I Rooney Lee's .butternuts harassed the Yanks as far as Gravelly Ru.ri. 

i Rooney Lee was now hailed by one of Hampton's aides. The staff-i 

As soon as Butler 1 s division had abandoned the ridge overlooking 

I officer told Lee that he was to find a wood road, south of Gravelly Run, 

I and take his division over to the Boydton Plank Road. He would then cross 

the_stream, advance up the plank road, 811d assail the Federals. 
. 25 

moved to carry out Hampton's instructions. 

Lee 
I 

I 
I 

~ 
j . panied by Butler and the remainder of the division, Hampton took the wood 

I road leading·· by. Bolliday's and. bonnecting with White Oak road at Butler's. 

•• house. 

•• ::t:w:~a:a::yo::::::,:s s~::~ec:a:h:::::a:e~\t east, 

Upon reaching i;vilson 1s, Hampton had Butler detail a small force and 

post it the.re· to draw Hancock's a tterition toward the southwest. Aecom-

Although the Confederates drove their mounts hard, they reached 

i.·· Butler's troopers dismounted and deployed oh the double. Young's 

~,:. brigade took position on the left, its i'lank resting on Burgess' Mill 

1-•. Pond, with an open fi~ld to its front. Colonel Hugh Aiken 1s 'south Caro-, 

!. li.ria Brigade was on the right, picketing the ground to a considerable 

I distance south of White Oak road. Butler was told by Hampton that he 

! 
1 Was to advance as soon as he heard Rooney Lee I s guns. While waiting 

· I • .. for Lee to get into position o:v:er on the Boydton Plank Road, Butler 

sent the horse-holders to the rear, and his • .cival:rymen, threw up 

temporary b~rricades of "fence rails, logs and such material as ..• ['"theyJ 

I could get .11 Captain James F. Hart had the gunners of his Washington South· 

·.I 
C,'!.r-olina Artillery unlimber their six guns along the division's line., 

27 
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I 
f!1!nanding the field in front. 

27 

Hancock, with the Confederates having established a roadblock on 

1lite Oak road, was especially glad to see Gregg. He told the cavalry,n...a.--i 

1 form his division on the __ left of the _II Corps--Kerwin 1s brigade 11close 

upon the infantry and west of the plank road, 11 Davies' on the plank road, 

Id Smith's on the Quaker road. Davies' and Smith's horsesoldiers were 

to watch for Confederate thrusts up these roads and guard the II Corps' 

lc.r. 
28 

I -With Gregg's division on the field, Hancock prepared to t1..rrn his 

conunand into White Oak road. Orders were given fo-r Egan to advance his 

lttle line down the Boydton Plank _Road, driving the Rebels posted on 

the high ground at Burgess' across Hatcher Run. Meanwhile, Mott's column 

Id come up. Before leaving Dabney's Hill, a lieutenant and 150 cavalry-

.In had reported to Mott. The general told_ the lieutenant 11to look well 

a ter the rear and to throw vedettes well out on all by-roads; also to -

live up all the stragglers. 11 At a v,:ord from Mott, the march was .resumed with 

·;flankers:thrown -out. Mott's lead brigade reached the plank road at 12:30. 

I In obedience to orders from Hancock, Mott told De Trobriand "to cover 

I our left flank by a line of skirmishers throrm forward at a consider­

a le distance toward the ·white Oak road, and a curved line of battle fac-

lg to the left and rear (west and south,· a:cross t'he pike) . 11. The· 73d, • 

86th, and 12hth New York were deployed and advanced as skirmishers. 

I Trobriand I s skirmish line connected on the right with Rugg' s Second 

lvision brigade, and on the left with Gregg 1s vedettes. The 2d U. s . 

.:inc'.rpshooters soon reinforced the three New York regiments on the skirmish 

De 'l'robri.?.nd's battle line (the 99th and 110th Pennsylvania, the 20th 

I 28 



• Indiana, the 40th New Yo~k, the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery and 17th Mai.ne 

Lri.fantry) extended across the fields· on both sides of a wood road: leading 

• to the northwest, and was covered on its flanks by a dense growth of pines. 29 

Brigadier General Byron R. Pierce's 2d Brigade was massed in a field, 

- near the junction of the Dabney' s Mill and Boydton Pla.nk roads. ?° Colonel 

_ Robert NcAllisteris Jd Brigade was emerging from the pines 2.s .. a:cavalcade 

of horsemen rode up. One of the officers,. whom McAllister recog,nized as 

• _ General Meade, told the brigade commander to halt his c_olum.n. 
• 31 

A courier at noon had ridden up and handed Hancock a note from Chief 

of Staff Humphreys, drafted at 10:40. Humphreys ~nted Ha_ncock to know 

Ii ·: that the V Corps had found the Rebels 11intrenched on a line running near 

f to Armstrong's mill pond. 11 No V Corps troops had yet forded Hatcher Run, 

~. • •• but Warren was to cross .a division at once and, follow with the rest of 

1 
his corps .. Meanw'nile, Hancock was to ;Look out for _his right and see that 

l" ihere is no enemy between his ~orps and Hatcher Run. 
32 

• 1r . Replying, Hancock observed that he was at Burgess' h9use, and that 

l ;.G€rteral_ Gregg and his cavalry had 11just come up. 11 The foe having been 

11. 
·~.r .··. ::v::::ro:: :::c:::t~:~: h:e I:r:::::d ~: :::::w :o i:o::s o::o:::t: 0 

the South Side Railroad, JJ 

One of Hancock's officers now told Mott to put his division in mo­

tion for White Oak road. Before Mott could do as directed, ~ancock re-· 

Ceived an order from General Meade requiring him to halt wh~re he was• 

'ifoile a,,,,iaiting additional instructions, Hancock watched as De Trobriand's 

• • briga.de fanned. 

Generals Grant and Meade now .rode up to Hancock I s command post, 

29 



I 
cl-1ing Hancock aside, Meade told him that Crawford I s V Corps division 

,,,~« '·'orkirw its way up Hatcher Run. Meade wanted P..ancock to extend his 

i,e,,to th: right and link up with Crawford 1 s troops. 
34 
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864 

Chapter HI 

General Heth Prepares to Strike 

I General Parke I s IX Corps w2.s • formed and re;;i.dy to n,.arch at 3 a.m. 

• on October 27. Parke, like the people at Heade I s 

._·-1 the opinion that the Confederates' fortifications 

headquarters,· was o.f 

had not yet been ex-

· 1 tended to Hatcher Run, or if such a line had been marked out by General 

Lee I s skilled engineers, the earth,.,'O rks had not been completed. · 

ii Brigadier General Orlando B. Willcox's lead brigade, Colonel Bryon 

. <IM. Cutcheon I s, marched at 3 :30, passing by Parke's Peebles' house com-

mand post, en route • to Fort Cummings. Moving through the gap cut in 

1 
I the earthi>.orks and abatis to the right of Fort Curmnings, the head of 

j _ the column was halted by Willcox at the picket line.· Here Cutcheon's 
1 

>I bluecoats waited in the darkness, while the next brigade in line, Co-

. lonel Na pol eon B. McLa.ughlen I s, marched up. 

·:I • Filing to the right, McLaughlen' s troops passed in front of the 

I earthwork~ from which the Rebels had been driven the p:revious month. 

• McLaughlen' s mission was to surprise the Confederate outpost known to 

I be stationed at the redoubt. At what he considered a secure distance 

from the redoubt, McLa.ughlen halted his troops. :Major James Doherty 

• I i-,i th 40 volunteers from the 57th ffassachusetts crept forward--their 

: I task was to take the pickets from the rear. One of Doherty' s party 

',ras trie:ger-happy. There was a loud bang. One of the four Confeder-

1 c:.te sentries was knocked to the ground by a minie', and· his companions 
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reaped to their·feet 

ing their line.?, • the 

and in the confusion eluded Doherty 1s patrol. 
1 

greyclads sounded the alarm. 

Reach-• 

I HcL-2,ughlen, on hearing the shot, led his brigade forward and joined 

Doherty at the redoubt. Here he halted his column to allow Brigadier Gen­

lrc.J. John F. Hartranft and his 1st· Brigade to pass. Willcox now rode up 
2 

rd told McLaughlen to have his col um,, follow Hartranft I s. 

Cutcheon by this time had deployed the 2d Hichigan as skfrmishers 

<, f.1ong the edge of the woods east of C. Smith's house. The ZJth }fichigan 

. \,,a.s posted in support, and the rest of the brigade was held ready to file 

ly the. left flari..k. Upon hearing that HcLa.ughlen I s troops had botched 

.· 'heir assignment, Cutcheon advanced his brigade toWcJ.rd Smith's house. 

At Smith'' s, Cutcheon s,;.u.ng his left forward, and the brigade drove 'tiest­

{ Jard. Contact with McLaughlen 1 s troops to the right was soon lost, so 

Cutcheon directed his "skirmishers to gain 

lhey advanced, until they should cover the 

ground in that direction as 

road running westward from the 

::.1Hawks house. 11 The right of the skirmish line had a difficult time wad-

: ing the branch of Arthur Swamp in front of Ha•.vks_:i;, thus causing the left 

lof th_e skirrrd.sh line to swing ahead till it was nearly perpendicular with 

Duncan road. Cutcheon discovered _what had occurred, but 20 w_inutes of 

:.i lvaluable time was lost while the alignment was·• corrected. When the ad-· 

;<: lvance was resumed,• Cutcheon told Lieutenant Colonel Edwin J. ¥,arch of 

? the 2d H.i.chigan 11to push forward vigorously and attack promptly any i ·. 

/ lforce of the enemy he might encounter." 

The Union skirmishers forged ahead. Confederate pickets from Heth 1 s 

ldivision were encountered in the pines east of Watkins 1
;. shots were ex-

• 1cha.nged, and the butternuts fell back. Genera_l Willcox_. heard the mus­

k~try and had Cutcheon hold his ground, while he called up Hartranft I s 
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I 
teople. Hartranft 1s brigade came up on Cutcheon 1s left . .As soon as 

H2.rtranft I s skirmishers were in position on the left of the 2d Michigan, 

I .. -l t 7 ' h. b • d ' t ' H t ' ;J. !. .cox o_.o. is riga e corrn;1anaers o pusn on. ,.2.r ranft I s and Cu1:,cheon rs 

.rigades closely supported the skirmishers as they drove in Heth' s outposts. 

· It had been daylight several hours, when the skirwJshers emerged from 

the pine thickets west of Clen:ents I house, and fou.r,d themse1-ves confronted 

by a line of rifle-pits 11well filled with men and protected by an almost 

l.mpervious slashing. 11 • :March advanced his bluecoe.ts close up to the abatis, 

•

he left of his line entering the 

• te posi~ion was too strong to· be 

felled. timber. Seeing that the Confeder­

assailed, he sent a runner racing to 

lhe rear to tell Cutcheon what he had discovered. Cutcheon reinforced 

March rd.th the 20th ::d"d.ch:i.gan~:'>,; and the 51st Pennsylvania. Hartranft 

1.t the same time strengthened his skirmish line. Taking position in front 

3 
rf the abatis, the Federals dug in, 

Under Willcox 1 s eye, Hartranft and Cutcheon formed their brigades 

1-· for attack. Colonel McLaughlen•s brigade was called up, so it could be 

a ready reserve. All the ½hile patrols from the two advance brigades 

lrobed for soft spots in the fortified line held by Heth 1s veterans. 
4 

Brigadier General Edward Ferrero 1s Negro Division had followed the 

loute pion~ered by Willcox 1 s troops through the breastworks and abatis 

Ind across the countryside beyond. When Willcox's advance ca.'lle to a 

ha,lt before the Rebel earthworks west of Clerrs3nts' field, Ferrero 

lackeyed his brigades into position on Willcox! s right, s .. d.nging his 

~tzht flank back to lirLk up with Brigadier General Robert R. Potter's 

I lecond Division near Ha,;ks' house. 
5 

I Screened by a strong line of skirmisher$, Ferrero pushed his bat-

tJ.B lj_ne through the pines and. de:tse undergrowth. 

I 
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f1 Willcox's, were compelled to halt, when they came upon a line of recent-
J ,' 

' ly dug earthv.:orks. Obstructions (slashed timber and abatis) warned 

{ I Fen·e:ro and. his .officers that a..r1 attack age.inst the sector to their 

I I f.rcnt would be attended with frightful casualt.ies. Ferrero, after 

t notifying Parke of the situation, received perwission to fortify his 
; ' 6 ; I position. 

·.

1

1

1

1 (Brigadier General Simon G. Griffin 1 s) passed Fort Cur-i:mings. Marching 
; 

There w-as a glow in the eastern sky, as Potter's advance brigade 

, 1 rapidly ahead, Griffin's troops relieved Mcfaughlen 's at the abandoned 

f. · Rebel redoubt. To .cover the advance of Willcox's and Ferrero 1 s divi-

l I sions, Griffin sent a strong force of skirmishers tm-..,ard the northwest. 

I
f· After all-the soldiers had passed the redoubt, Potter brought up his 

.• ·I 1st Brigade, Colonel John I. Curtin commanding. • Potter now deployed 

: I 

I 1 
his division, 11the center on the road to the right of the Hawks house 

and in line with that house, 11 his right in the abandoned Confederate 
I . 

: ! I :rifle-pits .about one-eighth mile from the slashings in front of the 

f · ··· Union main line of resistanc~, and his left in. c.ontact with· Ferrero' s· 

; 11 ,:right. I ... 

If. ·I· .the 

I; • Potter during the afternoon had his men entrench their position. 

!: I The 19th Battery, New York Light Artillery had reported to him; so 

• . • . . . . • 

A picket line was· e stablished well to the front, connecting on 

7 
righ~ with the pickets in front of Fort Welch. 

. Potter had the cannoneers emplace four guns near Ha,,,ks I house and. the 

I :r-emaining section on his right. 
8 

I 
General Parke at 9:1+5 notified Chief of Staff Humphreys that 

u;;iUcoxis up with the eneri•y' s line, and is no,.i engaged, skirmishing. 11 

I K:UJ.cox was now extending to the left to connect with Warren, and, if 

· he found a soft spot, he ¼~s to attempt a brea.~through. Potter at this 

I 
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I 
hour was across the road north of the Hawks house redoubt, while Ferrero 

9 
occupied the interval between Willcox and Potter. 

Warren's V Corps as directed had ma.rched at 4 a.m. It started to I,. sprinHe at 4e45 a.m., and because of the overcast, it was unusually dark. 

~ ~:::gc::t::: :;::m~h:=::.::ci:: ~:::. co:::":e::::t s:::::~:r b::::::_ 
f •• diers to see the road at 5:30, and Warren, having passed to the left of 

I Fort Cwmnings, turned the head of his column into the woods. Warren was 
I 

I · .· disgusted to discover that the IX Corps' people had not cleared all the 

I > .. obstructions from the road, so he called on General Griffin for pioneers. 

i · ''• Keeping to the· left of the IX Corps I flankers;· the column moved in· a 

I· 

I 
·• southwesterly direction to R. Thompson's house. 

Ascertaining that he was getting too far south, and that all roads 
( I .•· encountered ran north and south, Warren had his pioneers cut a road 

1 · through the pines in a westerly direction for one-half mile. This led 

-the_corps 1 vanguard.into Duncan road, ·southeast of Clements' house. 
-~ 

1 !fore Warren found a cart road leading west. A short tramp down the cart 

I : road brought Warren's advance guard up against Heth's picket line. 
10 

t 
l 

I 
I 

i 
', 
i 

General Griffin, in response to instructions from Warren, told Colonel 
• . . .· 

E<lgar M. Gregory, the commander of his lead brigade, to form his men in 

.• the pines to the left of the road. Greg-cry deployed his lHlit in double 

line--the 188th .New York Battalion and the 91st Pennsylvania in front, 

and the 187th New York Battalion and the 159th Pennsylvania in support. 

SkirIJ1ishers from the 91 st Pennsylvania were advanced, while the 155th 

I Pennsylvania. in the same forJl'.ation took position :to cov~r the 2d Brigade's 

1 ·· left. As soon as Gregory reforted that he was prepared, Griffin sent him 

forward. The men who wore the malt";;se cross, although subjected to a 

I 
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i · 

"t •.· 

I 
i 

l 
I 
I 

! 

I 
~ 
I 
I 

11lively fire, 11 advanced through the pines, driving Heth's outposts back 

' into their-fortifications. Upon penetyating to w:i.thin 100 to 200 yards 

of. the Rebels I ln.c5n line o.f . .,. 
res1.s'--'2..n.ce, encou.nter-

ed felled timber and c2.me under a scattiing fire from riflemen sheltered 

behind recently erected breastworks. A hasty recoru1.aissanc~. convinced 

Griffin that the s1asnings and. abatis would rr;,3.ke an ass2.ult on the rifle-

pits costly. Orders were given for Gregory 1 s troops, who had a.lready 

seen 100 of their comrades shot do"m, to ta.1<e position and. start forti-

. fying. Contact v1c.s est2.blished at this time vd.th Hartranft I s IX Corps 

•• troops on the right. 11 

It was now 9:30. Warren had already received word from Meade that 

Parke's people had met the Confederates, but they v.ould probably be un-• 

I>··. able to crack the Rebels I fortified line. Meade therefore wanted Warren 

f 

I· 
t 
f 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I: 
I 

to send part of his corps across Hatcher Run a.~d communicate with General 
12 

Hancock. 

Replying to Meade I s communication, Warren told of his advance and 

of Gregory's repulse. All that he had seen satisfied Warren that, be-

.. · . cause of the strength of the Rebels I w~rks to his front, it would be im­

practical for his corps to force a crossing of Hatcher Run above Arm-

••• strong' s Mill.· 13 

Hancock at the s2 ... me time was notified that the V Corps was 11about 

14 
·one mile north of Armstrong's Nill, on the Duncan road." 

After ordering Generals Ayres 2.nd Crawford to mass their divisions 

close behind Griffin's, Warren called for two of his staff--Hajor Wash-

i r,-,.~Oh A P. 1 • C ., • •] 1 • T G t ·•c,~ •• • .,oeb ing and ap.,cJ.n Wi. :tam . en ry. Roebling was to take 

g";neral's escort (a detachment from the 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry) 

feqj_ to the left, and sec :i.f he could J.o<::e.te v;here the· Rebel right 



Ir r \: 

. I f Ii'.anchored on Hatcher Run. Captain Gentry was entrusted with the 9,30 r.£s-

t :\:. sa.ge to Hancock. Pending the return of his aides, Warren Y.Ould reconnoiter 

I l .• to his front and ascertain the practica.bility of forcing Heth 1s position. 15 

Ma.jot' Roebling rode tow-a.rd Armstrong's Mill. . On the opposite side I I f' . of Hatcher Run at the mill, h·e could _see a regiment of troops wearing 

I f ;::·theclover-leaf badge. As Eoebling and the horsesoldiers watched, the 

11(:ilcorps footsoldiers moved out of what looked like rHle-pits. The 

I t>/ir.ajor assumed that these were abandoned Confederate earthworks; that i : ; . I I _they were continuous a.long the right bank of the stream; that they :i:·e-

1 r :\ro.ssed Hatcher Run somewhere opposite Griffin's left, connecting with 

I f :: the fortifications before which Gregory's advance ha.d sb,.lled. As it 
. ~·: : ,:·~: 

I 
I 
I 

}.{,.rode up the creek, Roebling's party was fired on by a greycla.d picket, 

)!Ji/~o took to his heels. Roeblirig reported back to Warren at 10: 15, and 
'•,,.· • 

• /(told his· general that. besides being fortified the south bank of the run 
• )' !:~. ·-~-..... :.,:• 16 

; itt)_tt-s heavily timbered. 

I Ii? Generals Grant and Meade,accomuanied by a large number of horsemen, 

; }t'lrode up to Warren I s command ~st at• 10 :JO. After Warren had briefed his 

I 
I 

I 

11{:t~::::b::~ t:::k:: :j:s ~::::: t:::a::d t:: ::~::::::h:::ter 
f '), > 

j /C Griffin's skirmish line extended a considerable distance do'im Hatcher 

} Run. Captain Gentry now showed up. Questioned by Warren, he reported 

l 
· f:.that the rear of General Hancock's column had passed Dabney

1
s !-'till en t :-'( 17 

! ~>-!'cute to the plank road. 
1 
! ; 
;_ 

Grant, after reflecting on the situation and checking his maps, 

told Warren nto send a division across Hatcher's L ~~ Run, place its 

) • right flank on the run, and then move up, supporting General Hancock, 

t · · :::.,:cl u;:on arriving at the enew.y' s :right of the line ; n front of General 
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Griffin to attack it in flan.~, and endeavor to cause him to abandon the 

18 
line, a..r1d thus open the way for the rest ofa the V and IX Corps. 

Checking v,i th his staff, Wc.rren learned the.t Crawford.' s d.i. vision ,-.ras 

conveniently situated for undertaking th:J.s, ~pedal: ass~gnment. Lieutenant 

Charles Ricketts was sent to tell Crawford to bring up his di vision~ When 

Ricketts trotted up, he found the Third Division halted in Thompson ls 

field. After listening to Ricketts., Crawford turned the head of his 

column into· Duncan road. Before he had gone very far, Crawford encountered 

~!ajar Roeblingo • • The major, w'no w2.s to conduct the di v:Ls:ion to its posi-

tion, told Crawford that he was to cross Hatcher Run at Armstrong's Mill, 

,:. advance up the right bank, resting his right on the stream, end link up 

with Griffin I s left. From Roebling, Crawford learned that the II Corps 

·I was on his ieft and had advanced a considerable distance.. While ques-

/ •• t_ion·1·ng the staf_f....,...ff1· cer e1.~bout the topography of the a_re·c1._-.;,,..to •·"-ni'ch he 

I .I was to take his t::ops, the general was told that if he ad~~ced •~s he 
· • · ' 19 'I planned with a two-brigade front, he would 11overlap 11 the II Corps. 

Meanwhile, Warren had deter.mined to increase _the force with which 

I I Crawford would cross the run. Orders were issued for General A-yres to 

r 
fl 
l 

reinforce Crawford with a brigade. Ayres detached the Maryland Brigade, 
. - ,· _. ' 

Colonel Andrew W. Denison comm.anding. Crawford 1 s column having been as-

!·<· signed a mission fratight with danger, Warren would travel with it, • Griffin 

i' \o,ould be expected to employ his own division and.two brigades of Ayres'. 'to 

; I keep Heth I s attention focused on his front, vihile Crawford na.neuvered for 

20 
Position on the Rebels' flank or rear . 

. I As Warren trotted off, Griffin called up two regiments from his 3d 

, 1· B!-igacie (Brigadier General Joseph J. Bartlett's), se.riding them to the 

:· • l~ft. There they took position, their right resting on Gregory's left 

I 

'i:t. (! 
. t:·. '.; 



I-
I and their left on Hatcher Run. The rest of Bartlett 1 s brigade was form-

ed in line north of the road opened thP-t morning by the di vision pioneers. 

: I Gsnaral Ayres massed his 1st a:nd Jd Brig2.dBs as a str,2.tegic reserve in 

21 
the pines behind Bartlett 1 s battle l:Lne. 

!I Crawford's vanguard reached the run opposite Armstrong's Viill by 

;I 11:45 and start€d to cross. Because of the heav-.1 gl"Ovrth of timber and 

underbrush on the opposite side of the stream, Crawford was compelled to i 
I 

ii I leave his battery, the 9th Batter-.r, ll,assachusetts Light Artillery, at 

i" 
j the mill. Warren joined Crawford by the time his rear brigade--Coloriel 

J I J. William Hofmann I s had scrambled up the south bcL'l.k. Colonel Denison 
'\ 
i \ 
l 
I and the Maryland Brigade overtook the division at this time. While 

Crawford 1 s bluecoats were deploying, Warren reviewed for Crawford's 

I benefit wba t was expected. Using a map, the corps cow.nander indicated 

, to his subordinate the point where the earthworks confronting Griffin I s 

I people were believed to anchor on the run. Warren wanted Crawford to 

22 I turn these fortifications. 

In forming his conm1and, Crawford placed Brigadier General Edward 

· Is. Bragg 1 s brigade in advance. Bragg was told 11to throw out a strong 

. line of. skirmishers, to double them, and to advance 

I in his fr~nt, their right resting upon the creek. 11 

them half a mile 

Colonel Hofman.n's 

I brig2.de was formed in rear of Bragg 1 s, its right anchored on Hatcher 

R-:.:....11. In obedience with instructions from Crawford, Hofmaru1 thre,,.r out 

I tr-,e. 147th .New York as flankers to guard his left. As the dense under-

g.:r-o,,,th made it impossible to advance along the creek, two regiments of 

I the l<aryland Brigade were ordered 11to advance in rear, and supporting 

· I the right fJ.2.nk, and two others on the left flank, 11 and Colonel Deni­

s~n was irist::·ucted to hold his Marylar:ders ready to reinforcf, any 
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I 
,:_Jortion of the line that might be necessary. 

After checking with the brigade commanders and learni.l'lg that they 

•• l,re-re ready, Crawford "broke the co.mi11a.."ld by the right of companies to the 

:,:rront, and advancedi: into the forest. Forward progress was attended with 

• • great difficulty. So thick were the trees and so tangled the undergrowth 

lthat the troops becarr.e confused as to directions. Officers we:ce compelled 

,·.· to rely on their compasses. To help Crawford and his top subordinates 

:_/lguide theirmovements, Warren dispatched an ~de with instructions for 

) IG~if~in to have 

:. difficulty :was experienced by the brigade anq. regimental commanders in 

his skirmish line open on the foe to its front. Great 

-...-

r1maintaining a semblance of an align.·111ent. Hatcher Run made a horseshoe 

., bend to· the .¥est, and Crawford,. to avoid. having his r.i.ght ·wing wade the 

Flstream t-w-ice, filed his -brigades by the flank a considerable distance to 

{lthe south~rest ... 

•· . Reconnoitering in front of his left, Crawford rode into the clearing 

}flat Dabney' s Mill, where he sighted a detach.!Jlent of cavalry. Told by the 
,;',, 

-,... ho:rsesoldiers that the II Corps was a considerable distance to his front, 

/:lcrawford urged his men on. The pace of the_ advance was snail-like. After 
~ • . 

lwhat. seeme~ like hours, Crawford reached Crow's farm--"a wide open space 

under cultivation.II To the east, about 200 yards away, Hatcher Run made· 

l la sharp meander. Here the timber had been felled, so as to make any 

/- lltqvement up the bank of' the stream impracticable. 

;;-I,•. Crawford now lost valuable time as he mistook the branch which dis..:. 

:;, I charges into ·Hatcher Run at this point for the main stream. After the 

•• , .;lie.t:'<'.;L had ori~ntgted-: himself, he sent Hofmann I s brj,gade forward by the 

I n~_n.1..c, while Bragg's batt_le line crossed Crow's field. Hofmann I s sol-

covered by a line of skirmishers:, moved so rapidly that without 



I 

realizir1g it, they· passed Bragg I s battle 2;;:'. 

that Bragg's -troops were no longer to his .::-: :.-:~ 

in a few minutes, they returned ar:d re;cr-:e: ::.:.: 

like-conditions, they had been unable to ::.x,e.::· ===-~.(.s people. 

.. --.;.-=-

Hofmari..n haited his column. Before re::_··-=:__:_:: :.:,ance, he .:::-'.:f'..d 

his brigade into line of battle, cove-::·.:-.§: ::.-: ·.::.:i: =-~::,::-1g fore€ :~· s:.::.r-
::
;_:I 

f .· mishers. A 200-yard advance brought t-t.a ?;;-.::.;:;:-~:..= ;:_: :;:inst a ir.::~£-7 

II l{ne 11 of Confederate sharpshooter_s. The ?:~.::L..= :;~::6e:: ;_·,ray at B::>~--. 1s 

bluecoats. An eyewitness reported, 1tT:-,;:o ::-:,: ::: ·,,:-::-e _ ::..ittle sc2·-=-.::., a.11d 

I ~~nv., stragglers be~an rur.ni"ng to tl1e r·c..,.• '.:.-~ :=: ·-.:-~~"-;,s see,.,,.--=.,.,.~ -~,,-e u:<::=. O _ A;..J.! • ! C--..1.; - -.wl - ... ,t ~,.-.,.-.,, ~-- ""_. -V:,..i..l 

l t I from the enemy • 

. I ·· . firing all the while. 

; !I. engagement which .ensued was short but dee:~,=: :::.-2 e=-,;;.-clads b=:.:-€ 

I driven across Hatcher Run. 
23 

'1. Another group of Confederates at t)-,e :'-:.::= ::"i;-e =-~:. assaile.C: ==-~~rs 

1,·. - ski~sh l~e, as it .entered the woods Z!o:o~,::::. :-J.· :.:,-.,!5 :arm. Tr..:: :.2-:~ 
, . 
! · coated skirmishers held their ground, c:,c, ~.::~:.:·:.~ :;, the 15C:::: :-=.::n-

• ii. sylvania,· they dr.ove back the butternuts~ c=._-·~:.:...-;;, c,:;~ of Brig2.:.:.~ 

I :I 
I 

,,..._: 
~ 

General John R. Cooke's North CaroliniE.::::s. 

The shooting served as a guide, -_ .• -- - . ;..:.:. 

to retire. In ans;-;er to Ho.fmc:>.En 1$ inc;·:::.-::.::--7; :.~~ :-:;z..:~:-:.:·:icer p..:.,-.:,:.___,.,d, • 

'I B:r·agg1s brigade a.s 500 yards to the le:··-~. =----~-- :-::::re the c:-::~: ::;:.1ld 
! 

I 

be executed, it wa.s countermand6d •. 

the brigade moved b2.ck and f~ll 

h1 

25 



' 
•. anchored on the north bank of Hatcher Run. This was the reason for Hol-

t rr:a.i,_n I s recaJ.,l. After Hofmann's bluecoats had taken position on Bragg's 

I left, C:rawford 11detc.chc-d a regiment to exa.m; ne the right ba."-.k:: of the 

1 
f . creek near my present position; and to feel the enemy's ,-;orks. 11 The 

~ : regiment took position and blazed away, enfilading one of Heth •s units 

posted in the rifle-pits north of the run .. This fire disconcerted the I 
I • · greyclads, but _being veterans they did not panic easily. After rede-

• ploying to meet this threat to their flank c>..nd rear, the Confederates 

I
f · · returned the Federals I fire. 

26 

General Warren at this moment rode up to Crawford's command post. 

f · A hasty inspection demonstrated to the corps commander that Crawford I s I 
1 .. ·· . troops were just where he ·wanted them--..,11on the. right flank df the enemy's 

I •· position fronting Griffin. 11 He could see that the steep banks and slashed 

f tj_tr.ber at this point ·would· make it difficult for Crawford's troops to 

force a crossing of Hatcher Run. Moreover, as Crawford explained to 

' . I 1'iarreri, the march through the 11jungle 11 had caused whole regiments to 

! • loose their way. Warren told Crawford to hold his ground and press the 

1 ·• foe with his skirmishers, while he rode to discuss the situation with 

I ·. Meade, who was reportedly at Hancock's headquarters. As Warren galloped 

I• .. •· 27 off, Crawford checked the time: it .-ras 4 p.m. 
' 

' 
Major Roebling in the meantime had besn riding along Bragg's skirmish 

li.11.e, and he found its right was on the creek, directly in front of the 

·1 P-ebel rifle-pits on the left bank. The breash·orks near Hatcher Run had 

I 

I 

been evacuated. At this moment, a 20-man Confederate squad appeared atop 

a knoll north of the run 2.:.rid fired at the major's party, killing an orderly. 

b he retired downstream, Roebling saw that Griffin's skirmish line con-

l1ect1c;d with Bragg 1 s battle line, A doZen of Griffin 1 s rr,en were on Cra-,.-ford's 

42 



side of the stream, having crossed on a log. There was no officer with 

ii 
' 

them. Roebling told them to find their officer and tell him that the 

Rebels had pulled out of their breast,,t>rks, a.nd ttto go up 211d occupy 

l I them." Next., Roebling contacted Crawford and inquired, 11Why have you 

1 halted -when victory is in your grasp? 11 

l;-1 . . 
11I have positive orders from Warren not to advance another_step, 11 

i , •. was the reply._ .[ I J ' , , Captain Denriis Dailey of Warren's staff now rode up and begged to 
i / I · be allowed to ford the stream, vmich was waist-deep, with 50 volunteers 

I · · and mop~up the line of Tifle-pits. 
, I ·. 
:,1 11Permission refused, 11 Crawford snapped. 

r -•. \ • .Whereu.oon, Roehling thundered off· u.o a cart road to· see if he qould 

1 __ -1· ,. ~ ! find Warren and explain to him the situation~ . 

f .. 
?I· 

-1: General Robert E. Lee at this time was at Chaffin Bluff, north of 

f .. ···_ the James, Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill having been left to look 

rl after the units charged with holding the Petersburg lines. On October 
l .. I 1 :' 25-26 there were s igns .of stepped-up Union activities on the north side 

j. of the James, and on the morning of the 27th elements from Major General 

;I· .Benjamin F. Butler 1 s Anr,y of the James attacked vigorously along the en-
• · •• · 29 

f tire front from- the New Market to the Charles City ro.e.ds. . Simultane-

l I 0 usly, Lee received reports that the hluecoats hc:.d crossed Hatcher Run 

f 1· · · a.:d were driving for the Boydton Plank Road. Colonel Walter H. Taylor 
'. 30 
j .of Lee's staff remarked, n1t looks like a sure enough advance," '1-vnile 

) I Cclonel Cha:rles l';arsha.11, in rr,oro formal phra.se, notified Secret2.ry of. 
~ , 

:/ 1 . • 43 
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• ,, 

I

{ ··. war James A. Seddon, 11There ..• appears to be a simultaneous movement on 

· 31 
, both flanks ._11 . The government was profoundly alarmed and called the 

I 

* t 
¼ , 

I 

last available reserves_, the munition i.•:orkers and the cadets., to ~ts 
32 

defense .. 

Counter-operations on the South Side had to be left to the judgment 

cf Generals Hill and Hampton. North of the James, Lee left the disposi-

tions to Lieutenant General James Longstreet, ~no had returned to duty 

eight days before. Never did Lee have better reason to trust the mili-

tary judgment of Longstreet. The front opposite Fort Burnham had been 

·• carefully planted with subterra shells or 11land mines, 11 after its cap-

• · ture by the Federals on Septe-o.ber 29, so Longstreet had nothing to fear 

. alohg that sector, which the Chaffin Bluff garrison manned •. He massed 

two divisions (Hoke I s and Field I s) on the front of attack, and soon be­

came convinced that the bluecoats might be preparing to turn the upper 

end of the outer line, -which was undefended. Boldly shifting his in-

• fa..11try as far northward as the viilliamsbur g road, Longstreet sent Bri-

t · gadier General Martin W. Gary's cavalry to occupy the fortifications I on the Nine-Mile road, In the course of a few hours,he completely re-

• :::d 
0
:h:h:o:~:::t::::g 6::. p:

0
:::r:::t:,:n:•::1;~~~;£1, N:::::n 

1. 33 I · hoken up so readily. 

,

·_.'.:·;I·• On the South Side, the Federals I numbers were large and their ad-

Vance rapid.-· If he determined to march to meet the Federals, General 
' • 

i 

!I 
Rill "t.'Ould be compelled to leave thousands of oo ldiers to hold the 

~;<:tensive Petersburg earthworks. Hill liked. to fight) ho,1ever, so it 

11 
i· 

1t:as not difficult for a man of his temperament to make his decision. 
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I 
• feral Henry Heth would be placed in charge of a strong column. With 

this force, Heth : .. .ras to cross Hatcher Run, advance into the wilderness 

/ lond., a.r.d see if h: could interpose between the II and. V C~rps. If 

r··could, Heth was to assail Hancock's right, while Haro.pton1s dismounted 

1'oopers struc_k the II Corps I left and rear. Dearing's dismounted troopers 

Ire to hold the rifle-pits to Hancock 1 s .front, covering the bridge at 

Burgess' Mill, while Heth was feeling his way into position~ 34 

I When-Heth took the field, General Bushrod Johnson with his divi-

Joseph Fineg:::.:11 s and Colonel 

I
. on (reinforced by Brigad5.er Ger.eraJ. 

• lliam Gibson I s brigades of Mahone' s. di vision, and Archer I s 3d Battalion, 

lrginia Resel:'Ves) was to occupy the fortifications from the Appomattox 

35 
to Battery No. 45. Three brigades of Gen.eral Cadmus Wilcox's Light 

1 lvisionheld the works from a point opposite Fort Welch to Battery No. 
i' 

~ .. Wilcox I s other brigade • (Brigadier General Edward L. Thomas·i) was 

lrth of the Apporrattox and had been stationed there since July 4. It 

fs on the night of October 2 that Wilcox's butternuts had taken posi­

tion in this area, and the next morning they had commenced erecting 

leastworks. _ This was the beginning of the line of fortifications ex-

jaending from Battery No •. 45 to Hatch~r Run. Heth 1s division threw up 

lct occupied. the rifle-pi ts on Wilcox I s right. :From right to left 

ltlcox'.s 
i. 

brigades were posted: Brigadier Generals Samuel McGowan's) 

36 
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James H. Lane 1 s, and Alfred M~ Scales', 

I· •• General Heth I s di vision was responsible for the· defense of the newly 

11rected rifle-pits from Hatcher Run on the right to Wilcox's left. Gen-

111-2.l Cooke's North Carolina Brigade was on the right, Colonel Robert H. 

l"·~'Q's Consolidated Brigade on the right center, Brigadier General Joseph R. 

r-:ississip;.>i Brigade on the left center, while Br~gadier General William 
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MacEae' s North Carolina Brigade anchored the left. Mac Rae I s conur.!<lnd post 

was at Hart 1 s- house. 

Gene:r·-2,l Hill Is ready reserve consisted of three of General 1-'.fahone I s 

2h, as Sergeant Joh.'1 F. Sale of the 12th Virginia, Weisiger 1 s brigade, 

.,.,Tote in his diary: 

Nothing of interest has transpired for some time. 
Considerable artillery firing & picket firing has been 
going on for some time, but no movements of any importance 
has taken place. Large numbers of conscripts are daily 
being sent forward to recruit our army, and ·with but a 
few days drilling and the exarr,J2_le_of the old soldiers 
they will be as good as.: an~t L_ ,_/ ano. our ar.iey will be 
as large as before the campaign. Where on earth the new 
men come from I cannot see, but they do come from some­
where is a visible certainty. Our regiment along having 
received about 100. • • 

Deserters are coming out of the enemy's lines to 
join us, some 35 or 40 persons having come to my knowledge. 37 

As soon as the outposts raised the alarm on the 27th, Generals Heth 1 s 

and Wilcox I s brigade coJ11.m2.nders • saw tr>..a t· the 

_:·1 troops were turned out. on the double and the 

11long roll" was beat·en. The 

lines manned. By 9 o'clock 

"\• the pickets had been driven in, and the bluecoats of the V and IX Corps 

• had appeared before the felled timber fronting the works held by Cooke 1 s, 

:) I Mayo I s, and Davis ' brigades . 

·1to 

General Hill, upon being alerted that the Yankees were attempting 

turn his right, called for General Mahone to bring up the ready re-

• ls~rve, 

• Pled by 

E"llen before the order to fall out was heard in the camps occu­

Harris 1, Weisiger's, and King's troops, the sound of ~eavy fir-

I irlg off to the southwest told the soldiers that the much dreaded thrust 

toward the Army of Northern Virginia I s right wa.s under wa.y. 

l.•···.1 l L6 
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At 9 o'clock Mahone told his.brigade commanders to form their units. 

Within a short time, the troops had been turned out under arms and in 

light marching order. When Mahone pcssed the order to n1ove out, Wei-

I siger 1s Virginia Brigade took the lead •. Ther-e was a 30 minute--halt at 

f. 
Battery No. 45, while Mahone checked with General Hill. LDstructions 

ll having been received to report to General Heth, -Hahone turned his three i . 
1·· ·. 

brigades into the Boydton P]_ank Road. At Gill 1s plantation, the colunin 

I. abandoned the plank road in favor of the military road to Stony Creek. 

I Here General lif.ahone was met by a guide sent "by General Heth. 

The guide, who was familiar -with the area, led the way as Weisiger 1 s 

I Virginians, Harris' Mississippians, and K:Lng1 s Alabamans tramped along 

seldom frequented byroads. Off to the east and-southwest, the soldiers 

1• 'could hear :the r;ttle .of lllllsketry and the roar of cannon. The head of 

· I the column soon reached the dam \>mich Confederate pioneers had built 

.•. across Hatcher Ru..'1, to back up water toward the bridge at Burgess'. Mill. 
. . . . 

Not too long before Mahone I s vanguard arrived at the dam, General 

Heth had learned that Crawford's division,_having crossed Hatcher Run 

1-. at Armstrong's Mill, was pressing up the south bank of that stream in 

:. 
To ii_,. a drive to establish contact .. Ii.th Hancock's corps at Burgess' Mill. 

/· · gain time, Heth called on General Cooke for 75 picked marksmen. Cross-

• ii_:: ing the run on .the double, the North Carolfoa sharpshooters moved off 

_t - into the dense pines. Taking a<ivantage of the terrain and ground cover, 

:1 the North Carolinians· stalled Cn.wford' s _di vision in the jungle north 
. 1 . . . 

I ·• -of Crow1 s clearing. 
-11·-· 1 .• 

Satisfied that the V and IX Corps did not intend to make a serious 

:I ass2.ult on the Rebel viorks northe2.st of Hatche~ Run., Heth called in his 

I • •• _ hft fl2r.::-: brige.de, Ea.cB.ze I s. Tc take tr,e North Cc.1.rolinia~,s I place behind 

j1-·• 
·} .• 
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I 
• 1the breastworks, McGowan I s brigade extended to the right. MacRae' s butter­

nuts reported.to Heth at the damo 

I Generals Heth and Mahone now listened intently as several of Cookers 

1
scouts, who had just recrossed the run, reported that there was a consider­

able gap between Hancock I s right a...11.d Crawford I s people. Heth determin-ed 

Ito capitalize on this Union blunder. Before putting his infantry in mo-

tion, Heth contacted General Hampton. Between them, the two generals 

Lerfected theirplans .. As soon as the footsoldiers had crossed Hatcher 

lfam, Heth was to notify Hampton. When the roar of battle indicating 

~hat Heth had attacked reached his command post, Hampton would send 

tutler' s. dismounted cavalrymen sweeping down 'White Oak road against 

Hancock's left.· 

I Heth now crossed the dam with two of Vahone's brigades (Weisiger's 

r-nd Harris') and MacRae1 s North Carolinians, ~d followed. 11an old blind 

.~;ood-roadtt through the wilderness toward the Boydton Plank Road. Because 

If the dense woods, Heth had left his artil~ery north of Hatcher Run. 

Slipping his column through the gap separating Hancock I s right and Craw­

•••• lord 1 s front, Heth soon learned from his scouts that he had gained an 

~xcellent ~osition from which to launch an attack on Hancock's right and 

~'ear. , 

I A halt was called to allow the brigade commanders to form their units 

. into line of battle. Weisiger's Virg:inia Brigade was posted on the left, 

l'..2,cRs.e 1 s North Carolina Brigade on the right, and Harris' Mississippians 

• -~ support • 

"lger ca1led 

Is fl ,,,,.,L-e,,..~ 
. ·-<; ... ~ ...... ,J. 

The 12t~ Virginia was on the extreme left, so Colonel Wei-

for the company to which Sergeant Sale was assigned to deploy 

i·lhile his butternuts were filing into position, General 

~-'i·.::!:~e reconnoiter-ed to his front, a...T1d obser 1.red that the Federals ha.d 

I 
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·i'•.: blundered in positioning their artillery too near the woods. As soon as 

skirmishers ·had been advanced, Heth passed the word for the assault to 

·. fl begin. 
. I 

4,500 combat-harden veterans forged through tha woods toward the . 

: /I} fields occupied by Hancock's right flank unit, Pierce's brigade. 
38 

I 1 . . Late in the afternoon, after it had· sta!'ted to rain, Heth called for· 

fl 39 l r·ein.forcements, and King's Alaba>na Brigade crossed.Hatcher Run. 
I . 

/I 
l1 ·• For a better underst2.nding of the tactical situation in which the 

Federals found themselves at the time that the Confederates were deploy-

I ing for a counterstroke,we must.recall tha.t in obedience with latest 

I 
I 
,I: 
I •.• 

II I . , 

• orders from army headquarters,· Parke, having entered a fortified zone, 

was to confront t,he·foe in his works, "until the operations on ·the left 

(should) draw off the Confederates." In which case he was, preswnably, 

·to attack without regard to the strength of the Rebels 1 position. 

Meade's" alternate plan was now ready for execution,· though it was 

not a course of action,upon which he was "disposed to insist.u As we 

shall see, Meade, with Grant's concurrence, gave the order to cancel I' . 
j I ·it, although no disaster or check, except from .the nature of the geo-

f. graphy of eastern Dinwiddie County, had been experienced. 
1 -

ti What ;,as this 11plan? 11 It was to employ Parke I s IX Corps to keep • 

the Rebels pinned j.n their defenses east· of Hatcher Run and throw Warren I s 

V Corps across that stream. Warren 1 s people would then be left to hold 

the Boydton. Plank Road, whil~ Ha.ncock struck for the South· Side Railroad 

by way of White Oak road. 

It is apparent that the revised master plan was much less sweeping 

in its scope. With less :r..2.npower bei.ng committed, there w2.s less ch2.nce 
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of success. First, because the 11active force!' had been reduced from three 

corps to two.. Second, considerable time had been squandered in 11defining 11 

the Confedera.tes 1 position ar.d i.n reaching the conclusion that an at ta.ck 

on the Rebel fortifications by Parke \'lOU~d hE: unprofit2.ble. Hou.rs, every 

minute of which was precious ,had elapsed, during which a vigilant and re- . 

sourceful foe was making preparations to counter the impend:i.ng blow. 

Reduced in size and possible importance, as was Meade's modified 

plan, it was soon emasculated by farther action by the Union brass. 

1 
Instead of pushing Warren as far as possible across Hatcher Run with 

his entire corps; thus thr01.,1ing upon Parke the responsibility of holding 

I the Confedera.tes in their brecstI•:orks northeast of the stream., Meade had 

informed Hancock .that only one division of the V Corps, Crawford's, was 

,1 to ford Hatcher Run. 

I 
·I 
I : 
LI 

What Heade hoped to gain by these new dispositions was that Crawford., 

by advancing rapidly up the south ban.t:: of the run, would compel the Con--.· 

federates defending the rifle-pits in front of the V and IX Corps to aban-

don their positions. With the Rebels gon~, Warren and Pa.:r-ke could then 

cross Hatcher Run., and, in conjunction with H?Jlcock, slash deeply into 

the rear of the Petersburg defenses complex. Whether it was Meade's in-!1 j tention, in event of success, to push on out White Oak road, or to wheel 

r I his columns to the right and roll up the Confederate line, we do not know • 

.-t 
J There·::was ah,rays a...>1other possi bility-~that General Hill, feeling the 

heavy hc.nd of the foe upon the Boydton Plank Road, would seize the initia-

tive and advance to strike the intruding force a fearful blow. • This 

I r,ossibility, -which W<?-~ made a strong prob2.bility by the often and bHterly 

I eX})erienced a udr~city of the Confederates, me.de it imparative that Crawford 

I 
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I 
j • J;aste no time in establishing contact with Hancock. Delay on Crawford I s 

i rert could result i--11. losing a chance for victory, or wurse, it could 

I' 40 
invite defeat and disaster . 

. 1 Promptly on being notified by Meade of the changed plan, Hancock 

• moved to open communica.tions ,.,i th Crawford. Unknown to the Federal 

teaders, the Confederates were already moving to capitalize on their 

errors. 

I 
I 
-·I 
:.·I •·. 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
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I 
I THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLAri.1K ROAD, OCTOBER Zl-28, 1864 

Chapter IV 

I 
I 
t 

The II Corps Gamely Holds Qn in the Face of Heth 1s Onslaught 

General Hancock, :urnnedia tely after General Gregg and his horse soldiers 

reported, ordered General_ Ega.11.1 s II Corps di vision to drive the Rebels 

posted on the. high ground at Burgess 1 Nj_ll across Hatcher Run.·. While· 

1lg 1 s and .Willett· 1 s battle lines.:, covered by· a strong force of skirmishers, 

·J,;ed forh'ard., Lieutenant Beck's ca.n.noneers of Batteries C and I, 5th U. 

. Light Artillery engaged the Rebel batter-.1 emplaced at Burgess I Tavern. 

·.· t eral Smyth I s brigade emerged from the pines flanking the road to Dab­

ney' s Mill at this time. 

. I· Hancock hailed Egan and told him to deplpy Smyth I s troops to cover 

tw division 1 s left and rear. To do this, Smyth· formed his men into bat-

t'8 line on the left of the Dabney 1s Mill road,and advanced a line of 

fnnishers. P,_s soon as Hott 1.s lead brigade tramped into view, ·Egan re-· 

called Smythis bluecoats. Egan directed Smyth to redeploy his soldiers 

I the right of Rugg 1s brigade and in support of Willett•s. As Smyth's 

I were falling in on their colors,-preparatory to carrying out their 

w assignme~t-, Mott 1 s 1st Brigade (De Trobriand's) came up and assumed 

1:tponsibility for guarding the· II Corps'· left and rear. Crossing a. 

••plantationroad·east of tlie Boydton Plank Road, Smyth promptly formed his 

I in an 11open field on the right of an.d on the prolongation of Colonel 

J"' S line." 
1 

c General Egan, as soon as he saw Smyth 1 s column marching up the plank 

fd, ordered Willett (whose brigade had heretofore been posted on Rugg 1 s 

left) nto advance a.nd car:r.f the enemy's position oh ·the hill crest near 

I 
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i 
:.J,.. lthe Burgess house. H 

.; 20th Hassachus_etts, reLnforced by tr.e 69th Pennsylvania., charged on the 

Captain Embler and:the skirmishers of the 19th and 

• 1double, followed closeJ.y by viillett I s bfig~_de. As he would be advancing 

• across open ground, Willett, to redc;,ce casua.lties, had deployed his bri­

• lgade as skirrnishers. With Captain L'nbler riding in advance, . the blue-

i. f lcoats stormed ahead. Genera.l Dearing 1 s dismounted troopers were driven 

if 

I
'< thr:ugh.a belt_of timb~r and acro~s ~ t1sv,~mpy-~avine. 11 Valuable time was 

1 
... • l-os1., as Embler 1 s and Willett 1s skirBlsh lmes worked their way down and 

i . . . . 
! lup the other side of the underbrush-choked-hollow. 

I· · As they scrambled up the north slope, Embler and Willett called a I: ,,lt to re-form their lines. Dearing's pickets by this ti.me had joined 

i their comrades on the high ground at Burgess' barn, east of the plank road. 

lesuming their advance, the Yanks dislodged Dearing's butternuts and 

.mashed the roadblock. The Confederates. had barricaded the Boydton Plank 

lload at a toll-gate, but as General Egan wrot~ in his 11After Action Rep:'irt, 11 

2 
men failed to observe Virginia highway regulations and no toll was paid. 

Embler and his skirmishers sought to cut off .the Eebels as they. 

lretreated to the right and across L-aJ wide sheet of water, where :their 

\ horses awaited them. 11 North. of the pond, the cannoneers of• the Peters-

} lurg Virg~ia Artillery had unlimber.Ad a gun, which opened on the blue-

loats ~ • 

.. • Colonel Willett, after his footsoldiers• had mopped-up the area, re-

• 1eployed his brigade into line of battle on the commanding ground from 

which they had driven Dearing's dismounted troopers. 

lept for the left wing which was refused at nearly a 

The brigade, ex­

right angle, held 

nti.lib:.r-y crest of the ridge overlooking Hatcher Rw"l. To strengthen 
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3 
their position, the men turned to throwing up breastworks. 

As soon as G€neral Egan sawWillett•s battleflags reach Burgess' 

barns, he ordered Colonel Ru.gg's battle line forward •. Rugg's brigade 

moved up the plank road and formed on Willett 1s left. Rugg, after 

examining the terrain, anchored his left on a ravine .. The 1st Minne--

sota Battalion and the 7th Hichige.n were thrown out as skirmishers 

·• and given the task of protecting the brigade's left. The 19th and 

20th·Massachusetts now reported ba.ck to Rugg and were assigned posi­

tions behind the barricades being erected by soldiers of the 1st Bri-
4 

gade. 

General Smyth' s 3d Brigade was now advanc.ed and formed in· an open 

field ori Willett 1 s right~ As they hiked up the.plank road, Smyth1s column 

was shelled by the Petersburg Artillery posted north of Hatcher Run. To 

protect his right, Smyth saw that the 10th New York and the 12th New Jer-
. 5 

sey were positioned in echelon on that flaP.k. 

Having advanced his division 800 yards, Egan called upon Lieutenant 

Beck to post two of his Napoleons on the ridge from-which ~lillett 1s bri.'.. 

gade had __ dislodged the Rebels. The right section, 2d Lieut·enan~ Richard 
,'.'\ 

Metcalf conmianding, was advanced and unlimbered its guns, in a co:rnf!iel?, 

on the right of the plank road. Beck1 s left section was to be emplaced 

on the crest near Burgess 1 house .. • As the cannoneers of the left section 11, 
.! . drove their teams up the plan.1<: roc.d; they came under a well-aimed fire 

. r-1, 
j 
\ 

II 
j . 

11 
i, 
?-

11 
:, 

'J.'.' 

from rifled guns of the Wa.shington Soutf, Carolina Artillery, posted' some 

distance up White Oak road. Beck had his regulars in action pra.ctically 

as soon as the trails struck the grotL~d .. While the left section fought 

the South Carolinians 1 guns, Hetcalf 1 s ha.,tillered away a.t Butler 1 s dis-

ni.ou.rrt~d troof:ers as they filed into position in the woods, one-hc.lf wJ.J.e 



,, 

'J ., 

ti 

.I: lo the west. 

'i Within a short time, a second rifled Confederate battery (the Peters-

Artillery) had added the weight of its metal to the duel. ·. r crew having thrown their 

• of 800 yards, they enfiladed Beck's left section. Beck, after tellj.ng the 

pieces 1-rito battery near the dam. · At a range 

lectio11 leader t~. concentrate on the. rifles to hj_s le.ft, rode to the rear 

and brought up at a gallop his center section. The artillerists threw 

lhese Napoleons into battery at right angles to the left section., and 

:>_,lazed away at the Rebel rifles at the dam. Ellett rs Virginia Battery· 

now reached the field and put two 3-inch rifles into action at a point 

last of the dam. Beck sent word for Metcalf to take care of this threat. 

'I'he Confederate gunners. did their. best to drive the regulars from 

commanding ground at Burgess 1 • • But for the • 11bad practice of their 

rers, 11 Beck reported, he feared 11there would have been but little ~eft 

of my battery." As it was, most of the Confederates' projectiles either 

t 6 
ssed overhead or fell short~ - • 

At 1 :10 p.m., October 27, General Hancock, while the ,field pieces 

lellowed, dispatched Major Henry H. Bingham of his staff to ascertain 

a-he whereabouts of General Crawford's V Corps troops. Accompanied by­

~en cavalrymen, the 1n3.jor took a road leading to the southeast. Bingham, 

tfter a mile ridis, encountered General Crawford ·at Crow's house. • .He in-

formed the V Corps general that at the moment his people were within· three­

••• luarters of a mile of Hancock Is right. On Crawford Is map, Bingham pointed 

•• rut the Burgess house, 11designating it as a point held by the line of the 

~~cond Corps and part of its front. 11 At the time that he had ridden off 

tn his r,tlssion, the major continued, the Confederates still held the 

hid.g8 carrying the Boydton Plank Road across Hatcher Run, but Hancock 
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I 
rd his officers had been discussing the "propriety of its capture. II 

Crawford,i;n turn,fodicated upon the map a point which he expected 

I r.sach. • Whereupon., he planned to throw naround hfa left n and· connect 

,,ith the right of the Second Corps." ? 

While Bingham was absent, Generals Grant and Meade and their entour­

te h.e.d visited the II Corps I front. As soon as Ma.jar Binghe.mreturned 

and reported -Crawford I s position, Generals Grant and Meade took leave of 

lncock's com~and post. On doing so, they gave Hancock verbal orders to 

lfld his position until the followin\ morning, when· he was to retire by 

lie road over which he had advanced. 

I It seems to this observer that the responsibility of making the 

connection rested on Crawford. H211cock, engaged with the foe at Burgess• 

f In and holding a key position, could hardly be expected to shift to the 

j-ght to contact Crawford. • Crawford was: to. advance from the southeast 

'1ct place his division on Hancock's right. To facilitate a link-up 

ttween their commands, Hancock had ordered Smyth I s brigade into. posi­

tion on.Wil-lett 1s right, and called for.skirmishers to be pushed far-

Jer toward the southeast.· 
9 

, ' 'While .these dispositions were being effected, the dismounted Rebel 

avalry pressured Hancock's left and front. Dea.ring's troopers under-

look a determined sortie. Recrossing Hatcher Run, they drove in Willett •s 

'· 
skirmishers and surged up the slope toward Burgess', where the center and 

left sections of Batteries C and I were emplaced. Beck waited anxiously 

•

ntil the greyclads had closed to within 200 yards, before he shouted for 

is C-:!.nnoneers to shift targets. Pointing their four Napoleons at .the 

,,,!'ush:ing J 0 hn.'1.ies., the regulars blasted "them with canister, and with 

suer( good effect that they haltedl! and too~ cover •. For fear that Dear-

I 
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!I • • ~ 
·f I ing might. renew the attack as soon as he· had regrouped, Beck shifted his 

f · left section,pring?.,fle\_it .. up::on line with the center section. 
10 

j I General· Hancock now sent '\':ord for Egan to throw forward his right 
; . . l wing--Smyth 1 s brigade. At a word from Smyth, skirmishers of the 1st 

{ I Delaware and. the 108th New York advanced across the field east of the • 
t II plank ro2.d. Close behind cc.me Sm:yth 1 s batt1e line. Dearing 1 s dismounted . ' • 
I 
~ . • . 

I

. horsesoldiers • were· dislodged from the toe hold they had secured :Ll1 front 

:I of Beck I s Napoleons. Continuing their push, the bluecoats compelled the 
' • I 
1 

.

1 
Southerners to abandon their rifle-pits south of the run. Some of Smyth I s 

• • soldiers fol~owed the retreating butternuts across Hatcher Ru.,."1, penetrated 

. , ·.1 the swamp beyond, and started to ascend the -ridge. On their left, the 

164th New York of Willett 1s brigade had moved out, Near the bridge, the 

• • 1 New Yorkers captured a 12.:..pounder gun, limber, and caisson abandoned by 

• the Petersburg Artillery. ,While the Yanks were able to bring off the 

• I caisson, they were unable to locate enough rope to be used in dregging 

11 I off gun and limber, which were left behind whe_n they were recalled. 

As soon as GeneralEgan saw that Smyth 1s .bluecoats had driven the 

I Confederates across the run) he sent ~ff; aide to. recall the men who had 

' forded the stream and another to order Colonel Willett to report to Smyth. 

I In its ad~ance, Smyth I s battle line had inclined to the ieft and was now 

t;1 between Wil_lett I s ,and Hatch~r Run. v-Jhen Willett reported to him, Smyth 

l ·. ··.·placed the 170th and 182d New York in the -captured rifle-pits west of 

1 ·• 1 the plank road, while the· 164th New York ancl 8th New York Heavy Artil­
J . 

r1··· lery were posted on the right of the Third Brigade. 
12 

/ Egan, having been notified that Crawford 1 s di vision was somewhere 

\ I off to his right, told Sw.yth to see if he could establish contact with • • 

{ • the. V Corps. Whf.:reupon, Smyth called for the 10th New York~ Lieutenant 
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' "}: i IColonel George F. Hopper was told to take his regiment and go into posi-
t 

I 
f 
l 

ti.on on the right of the 8th New York HeaV1J Artillery. Although he de­

lployed his infantrymen at 10~pa~e intervals, Hopper w2.s unable to estab-

11 lish contact ·with Crawford. • Shots could be heard off to the southeast, 

I so a six-man patrol was ordered out by Hopper 11to ascertain what troops 

f 13 
I I were engaged ~ that directfon. u 
j 

I

. · The enfilading fii'e of the rifled guns of the Washington South Caro-

l j::I lina Artillery em~laced out on White Oak rcad,so annoyed Hancock that he 

1

11 called ·for General Gregg to capture or drive them away. Gregg delegated 

, to Colonel Kerv;i.n the task of dealing with the battery. Three regiments 

I (the 8th, 13th and 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry) moved out. Before proceed­

_·. ing very far, Gregg told the men to hal~, while he and his escort ~e-

l connoitered. the Reb'els I position~ •• G;egg mistook Butler 1 s dismounted· 

:I cavalry for infantry. Seeing that the Confederates were 'posted behind 

.. __ hurriedly erected barricades, Gregg ,decided that it would be foolish to 

·1 . . 14 : 'attack; he told Kerwin to hold his ground. , 

. Hancock at 3 p.m. determined to launch a frontal assault across Hatcher 

I Run and establish a bridgehead. Egan, whose division held the high ground 
7, I at Burge~s• Tavern, would be in charge of the atta.cking force.· First, 

f . however, Egan would be reinfo reed. Colonel Robert McAllister I s brigade 

JI. of Hott•s division was ordered to Egan's support . . . • I . 

·i :McAllister's brigade hiked up the plank road, turning to the right 

ll along the crest of the ridge overlooking the dam. Here McAllister reported 
! ...• l1 to Egan. In obedience mth in•tructions from Egan, McAllister formed his 

i br,igade in double line of battle in rear of the 10th New York. 
15 

ti. By this time, Lieutenant Beck had been warned by the chiefs of his 

, · left and center sections that they were ru.nning short of ammunition. If 

---------- --



I 
tgan 1s attacking infantry were to be assured of proper artillery support, 

a fresh battery should be called up. Chief of Artillery John C. Hazard 

l2.d arrived on the field ,•ri.th the 10th Battery, Eassc,.chusetts Light Artil-

.. ery and Battery K, 4th U.S. Light Artillery: 

~he junction of the Dabney Hi{l and plan_k roads. 

These guns were parked near 

Seeing that.Beck needed 

tssistance, Hazard told Lieutenant He~ry H. Granger of the YIB.ssachusetts 

battery to ~ake his six 10-pounder Parrotts and place them in position 

l1ongside Beck I s Napole:rns. 

,I 
i1 

I 
.1 

The battery histo:rie.n recalled: 

1Tuasbut a moment, however, for we are wanted at the 
front, and leaving caissons behind, out upon the Plank Road 
dash the pieces at a lively trot. We have a half-mile run 
before us ere getting into position, and no sooner are we 
fairly on the road than we become the object of warm atten­
tion from the enemy's guns, whose shells crash through the 
trees and fence by the roadside as we go. But on we pr.es 9, 
galloping up the rise in the road just south of where it 
meets the White Oak road, and 'Wheel to the right into a 
field, unlirr,bering near a barn. We are opposite the en­
trance Qf the. White Oak road .... On the co;r:ner of it· and 

. the Plank Road· stands .• ·.an unpretentious wood-colored 
hostelry, kno1tm as Burgess' Tavern or house. We at once 
join battle with the enemy 1 s batteries posted across the 
Run near Burgess I Hill. 

:1 As they unlimbered their Parrot ts, the. Massachusetts cannoneers ob­f 1•erved that the fire of \he Confederate guns, which had caught _Beck's 

r l:'egulc>,rs in a crossfire, had slowed. Egan now ordered Beck to the rear 
{ J lid.th his center and left sections. When his men parked their four Napo-

{ leans next to Battery K, Beck reported to Hazard that "he had expended 

J lci.U of his ammunition except canister. n 
16 

: ~· 
1 

The Co~federates at this time brought up a fresh battery, Gregg 1 s 

; S')uth Caroliri.a Battery. Gregg's cannoneers quickly threw their four 
( I k.r;oleons into battery and dueled with the 10th Massachusetts I Parrot ts. 

De 'l'robdand 's brigade of Mott I s division had continued to guard H2.r.cock 's 

j ; .. 
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I 
'ft. While his skirmishers sniped at Butler I s dismou..ri.ted troopers, De 

Trobriand's b.s.ti;,le line was shelled by the guns of the Washington South 

lrolina lLrtiJ.lery, but the configuration of the 'terrain was such thc.t 

17 

l
sualties were slight. 

General Hott had stayed with his 2d Brigade, General Pierce's. Early 

I' the afternoon, Mott had received instructions from Hancock to det-;dl 

two regiments to support Lieutenant Metcalf 1 s section. Pierce accordingly 

lroered out the 5th M:i..chiga11 and the 93d New York. These two regimetlts 

[

re posted in the woods east of the cornfield in which Metcalf 1 s regulars 

nned their two brass Napoleons. Colonel John Pulford, as senior officer, 

trmed the two 

well forward. · 

I the brigade 

regiments at right angles to the battery, w:i. th skirmishers 

Mott within a short time told Pierce to adva.r1ce the rest 

and position iton the left .of Metcalf 1s guns. Here the 

ligaderemained for one hour, while subjected to a severe shelling. 
18 

Egan by_4 o 1clock had completed his dispositions and was prepared 

, ,.ra.ve his men forward. After approving Egan's battle plan, Hancock 

dispatched _one of his staff (Lieutenant May H. Stacey) to alert General 

lawford that'.the II Corps was 11about to assail the bridge, for which 

-. 19 

l
reparation~ were complete. 11 

About the same time, General Smyth over on the right of Egan 1 s bat-

le line had organ_ized a patrol with the mission of ascertaining Crawford I s 

Lieutenant Charles W. Cowtan with six enlisted men was started whereabouts. 

lomthe right of the 10th New York in a southeasterly direction. • Before 

l
ing very far, Co1trtan and hfa people sighted a column of Rebel infantry • 

.. is force., which proved to be Heth I s colTJ'if>_nd, vi2S moving by the flank 

. ,.-,c:.rd the. II Corps I rear. 

Srnyth what they ha.d seen. 

Retracing their steps, the New Yorkers told 

Smyth lost no time in relaying this nff,rs to 

6C 
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I 
I- A fighting Irishman, Egan detennined to beat the foe to the punch, 

he told Smyth to force a crossing of Hatcher Run at the mill dam~ . 20 

I ¼'hen the bluecJ.ads • moved out, they r;.tere accomp2.nied by Lieutenant 

Isa Smith's center section of the 10th ~c8-Ssachuse~ts Battery. Little 

difficulty was encountered by the Federal infantry in reaching Hatcher 

Jin. The 14th Connecticut crossed the run downstream from the bridge, 

I; while Smith and his .artillerists unlimbered their Parrotts 

lroach to the bridge> ar.d harr,mered the Confederates posted 

near the ap..; 

on the ridge 

leyond with shot and shell. Smyth had alerted the 164th Ne7.-r Y~rk to be 

prepared to charge across the bridge, when a cr.2.shing volley of musketry 

,~f to the right and rear caus~d him to hesitate. 
21 

Shortly. before Egan told Smyth to attack, General Grant had ridden. 

to Burgess' Mill to get a better view of the Confederate positions 

lorth of the run. He was trailed by his 01,m and Heade' s staff. The 

/ mounted cavalcade made a conspicuous target for the Rebel batteries, 
,.(, t Ind th: group was shelled. Several men were hit by flying fragments of 

}"·· 
iron; . one was killed. 

it • 1 Several of Grant I s aides rode out to reconnoiter. . Their reports, 

fowever, w:re .conflicting. • It seemed as if no eyes but his own could 

deter.nine exactly what Grant wanted to know. Calling to Lieutencmt 

folonel Orville E. Babcock of his staff'· Grant galloped do1-m the plank 

road to within a few yards of the bridge,· "exposed not only to the enemy's 

! : lha.rpshooters, but to the cross--fire of two Rebel batteries~ 11 The tele­

rrai,ih wires had been cut, and the feet of Grant I s horse became entangled. 

Babcock w&.s obliged to dismount and free them., while the officers on the 

lidge looked on in "suspense and thought how many ca.'!lpaigns depended on 

tn<: 

I 
L 

life tr,B.t now ,,,2.s endangered. 11 • But the general and his aide. roc.e on, 

6i 
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till Grant could 11clearly discern the Rebel line, the condition of the 

country, the_ course of the stream, and the nature of the banks. II 

Grant saw that Dearing's dismounted cava.lry was in force north of 

Hatcher Run, with strong defenses protecting their front. The Rebels 1 

entrenched line extended far beyond the. area, where it had been presumed 

to veer to the north, wnen the Army of t1'.e Poto!,,ac ha.d rr:arched wesh;a:cd, 

units of .Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had shifted to the right to counter 

this movement. Gra.11.t now concluded that the Confederates.' redeployment 

:rrade Meade I s revised plan 11impracticable. 11• While the Southerners I fortified· 

line north of Hatcher Rt.~~ might be stormed, it could only be done so at 

great risk. The advantage gained, in Grant 1s opinion, 11would not compensate, 

while, in the event of repulse,.disaster might be g;cave, 11 stretched out as 

the army was, .-iith its flanks six miles apart, and Hatcher Run dividing 

Warren 1 s corps. 

Any .serious rebuff·. to Union arms was to be avoided with the presidential 

:1 election only ten days away, and the Democrats certain to exaggerate every 

l!Li.shap. Politics for the moment were all important, it would therefore be 

I unwise to take any great risk. 

When Grant returned from the bridge, he had called to General Meade. 

·I. After a brief conference, Meade gave verbal orders for Hancock to hold 
! II his position till morning, when he was to retire by the same road over 

!> rihich his column had advanced. The two ranking generals and their staffs 

·(1·· 
~ 
{c 
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The volley that caused Smyth to pause had originated in the pines 

in front of Pierce's brigade. General Hott, a short time before, had 

fl taker. cognizance of the shouts and shots in the woods east of the corn­

Helo.. A st'3.ff-officer .;;as told to investigate. He soon returned ,rith 
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I 
lews f?m General Fierce that :tb.? skirmishers were shooting at- stragglers 

falling back b~fore Cra~ford. 1 s advance. 

I The firing got louder, so Hott instructed Pierce to reinforce his 

. 'icket line. Pierce ordered out the 1st U. S. Sharpshooters. When the 

. egulars reported to him in the pines J Colonel Pulford used them to pro-

,.ong the right of his skirmish line. Hardly h2d the sharpshooters filed 

into position, before the fighting flared to a point where Pierce sent 

lorv,ard another regiment, the 105th Pennsylvania, w~th instructions to 

23 : : , f olster the 5th Yichigan. 

} Heth I s Confederate scouts ,as they beat their way through the.:woods, 

Jan afoul of Pierce's skirmish line. \'l'hile runners raced to tell Heth 

what they had seen, the Confederate and Union skinr.i.shers banged a·1,-ay. 

J la.hone, ~om Heth had placed in tactical commomd, ordered his three 
:;.;. 
\..-. 

; ._ ,brigades to attack. 

; Meanwhile, Pierce shouted to his regiments lying in line in the 
~ .. 
)-

lcornfield:, 11Charge_front and face the woods! 11 Before this could be 

done, the greyclad battle line charged Pierce's skirmishers with vigor. 

( IA crashing volley delivered by the blueclads caused the Confederates to 

1 their fron,t·_.t'.,re~o~~ 

- lapped the •. r1ght ;, , .-. of Pierce I s picket line for a considerable distance; 

a ·.few steps. Mahone 1 s battle line, however, over-

-1 :tac Rae I s North_ Carolinians quickly enveloped the 93d New York. 

At the sa'Ile time, a hard-hitting Confederate detachment from Weisiger's 

I brigade struck the right a,,'1gle, ',;here the 5th Michigan ax,d thF.l 1st U. S. 

I 
I 

Sharpshooters connected. Breaking through, the Virginians fanned out to 

the left and right. Sergeant Alonzo Woodruff and Corporal John 1,;. Howard 

of the 1st Sharpshooters were posted to the left of where the but:.ernuts 

had ri9r,ed the gapping hole in Pierce 1 s skirm..i.sh line. .As the V:i.,·~inians 
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pressed forward, the two Yanks discharged their pieces. Unable to reload, 

Hov;ard threw· doi-m his piece and tackled a big Reb, 11who seemed to be lead­

ing that part of their line. r: Overpowered by the Virginian, Ho;-,--ard feL\. 

wounded in both legs. Sergeant Woodruff rushed to his comrade's aid. 

·Clubbing his rifle-musket, Woodruff in.a desperate hand:..to-hand encounter 

fended off the Confederates long enough to enable Howard and hirri to es-· 

cape.· 

Following the Con.federe.te 'oreakt~rough to their left, the men of the 

1st U. S_. Sharpshooters puUed back and re-farmed. Un.able to hold their 

ground, the regi.inent then retreated ·to the edge of the ·woods, where it 
21+ 

took cover behind a rail fence. 

General Pierce, seeing that the Rebels ha.d rolled back the 1st • U. 

S. Sharpshooters, bellowed for the 141st Pennsylvania 11to charge the left 

of the enemy-1 s line. 11 As the 141 st crossed the cornfield and approached 

. the pines, _the 1st U. • S.Sharpshooters could be seen falling back in con-

I fusion hounded _by 11great masses" of Confederates .. Lieutenant Colonel 

_ 1 _.•Casper W. Tyl_er or<lered·hi.s Pennsylvanians to fire. The regiment· was 

excited and difficult to control. Most of the men panicked. Tyler. 

I succeed~d in holding the two or three companies nearest him at the point 

of the woods. Although exposed to a murderous fire, the Pen.visylvanians 

J_I 
·. • 

·. 11exchanged fifteen or twenty rounds ,d.th the enemy, 11 before ·they were 

compelled to give way. Tyler and his men retreated and took cover be­

hind. the rail fence, where· the officers· of t_he 1st U. S. Sharpshooters 

• had rallied and re-formed their men. 25 

The battle-hardened Confederates by now had all but encircled the 

• troons holdini:i- the left and center of Pierce's skirmish line. With Rebels 
.- 0 . 

to t·n"'~,,. 1~ro.,.1t r.1· oht • and left, it bec-?.;te 11root ho 0r:;_ or die, 11 F2.cfo 0:;,- their 
.... --· - I...,,, 'CJ"", ·' 



f I foot~oldiers to the rear, the_ officers in charge of the 5th Michigan, the 

f · 93d New York,. a-rid. the 105th Pennsylvania sought to fight their way out 

l. lof the woods, before the jc.;,;s. of the trap snapped. • Already, large num.-l 1bers ofJohnnies had infiltrated the ground over which they had to pass. 

:! _ Ol:i the left, the 93d New York lost heavily, 41 men being captured by 
·l 

Of these, 12 subsequently escaped, after ! I Mac Rae I s North Carolinians. 
! . . 

;{ /. _ having been stripped of their arms,. accoutrements., knapsc>.cks, and pocket-

!:: I books. The 105th Peru1sylve.nia saw its two r2 .. nking officers slain, and • 

j ~ I the colors and IP.any enlisted men captured. Colonel Pulford Is 5th Kichi.:.. 
I, 

:I: _ gan was decimated before it emerged from the .-cods. Retreating across 

J I the cornfield, the three regiments were finally halted along the plank 
f . . - 26 •• 
1.· road. • 

LI I; 157th :: ::::e P::::::::i: :h:h:::,:::::h:::t:h:e::: s:r:::::: :.::, :: 

·-•· constituted Pierce 1 s reserve. were wheeling to the right as the Conf~der-
··; •\ I ate battle lines surged out of the pines. • Unnerved by the -sight of t.heir 

. . . 
11 fleeing comrades, these three regiments were in no condition to vr.ithstand 

!! . I an assault by Nae Rae Is a~d Weisiger Is veterans. Very little powder was 

·. I burned, before the fonner heavy artillerists' and the Pennsylvanians took 
I . ' . • '. • 

./'·• to their heels. The troops retired in disorder to the plank road, where 

••-•• 1 they were rallied on their colors. 
27 

Lieutenant Hetc?,lf's brass Napoleons, upon the rout of Pierce's bri­

, lgad.e, were left to face the Confederates' onset. Hetce.lf and his gunners 

I of Batteri~s C and ~, 5th U. S. Artillery had time to fire only a half­

.•. dozen rounas of canister from their two pieces, before MacR.a.e1s grim 

.I North Carolinians were upon them. As they drove for-ward., Confederate 

she.rps hooters of Com92-ny A, 4hth Nor-th C.2.r-oliria blazed a:,.ray at the teams, 

·1 
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I 
tilling or woundi..rig all the horses. Metcalf was cut do"m badly wounded 

and captured, along with his.Napoleons. Flushed with success, the but­

le:cnuts rushed on tow2.:rd the pl;,_nk ro~.d.. As soon as they had crossed 

rhe road, Nahone wheeled 

met the Rebels' gaze vras 

HacF..ae I s brigade to the left. The sight that 

28 a pleasant one, for it prornJsed a rich harvest. 

I· The cle3.ring formed by the angle between the p12.nk and Dabney 1s 

Hill roads was jam.med with the shattered remnants of Pierce's brigade, 

lmbulances, led horses, and artillery. Moreover, if the Confederates 

1ould hold their 

~I Corps' Second 

grip on the plank road, it v,ould be the end for the 

and Third Divisions, caught as they were between Heth 1s 

fnd Ha.TJ1pton I s converging columns .. 

General Hancock kept his head. . He and _his generals . moved promptly 

establish a new line of resistance, designed to keep the Confederates 

; lrom gaining additional ground in the direction of the plank road, while 

a column was organized to assail Heth I s right and rear.· While helping 

!~' lierce re.a..form his shattered brigade., General Mott suddenly realized 

!Ir that if unchecked the Confederates would establish a roadblock on the 

; load to Dabney1 s MilL Major John 1tiillian of Mott I s staff galloped off 

rth orders for 

"ected a change 

De Trobriand to redeploy his brigade. De Trobriand ef­

of front to the rear by countermarching six of his re-

liments. In accordance with instructions from Mott, he posted his bri­

gade along the road over which it had marched onto the field several hours 

lefore. The 1st 1-~aine Heavy Artillery 1r'i&.S stationed along the plank road. 

le Tr:bri;;a. cautioned his men that they must hold their ground at all 

h~~ Z2~!'G. S ~ 

. I Upon the collapse of Pierce's command, Lieutenant John v,·. Roder of 

K, l,t!"t U.S. Light Artillery was directed to put his four 12-
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I 
:j lpounder Na_;-oleons into batter.1 on the right of the plank road, near 
p . I . BeVill's house. Extricating itself fro,;. the mass of ambulances, wagons, 

lar:d led ho!"sss, F.oder's reguhrs put their brass guns into battery and· 

lope~ed v-ii~i: :hot and shell o~ Mahone' s battle. l~nes at a r~nge of 500 

lllyarc.s. LJ.eu"enant Beck, having secured ammum.tion from Roa.er,. placed 

lhis four l;c.~oleons in position on the left of the plan.I< road) and "opened 

fire upon the point of woods, where the enemy broke through and captured n 

Jretcalf I s guns. 

The 2.ssault on Hancock's right caused General Gregg to dismount all 

lavailable regiments of KerwL111 s and . Smith 1 s brigades. Two of Smith I s re­

t1ments (the 1st 1-iaine and the 6th Ohio) moved up smartly to take posi­

tion on De· Trobriand I s right, while Kerwin 1s cane handsomely into position 

■ . . fl. JO lf:>n the 1sL Brigade's other ank. • 

Just as Yeisiger's brigade had started forward, Sergea.nt Sale and his 

lellow fla..'1kers • of the .12th. Virginia sighted a Uriion officer riding toward 

rhera. The newcomer, who proved to be Lieutenant Colonel George Harney of 

• the 147th New York, in the dense undergrowth had mistaken the Rebels for 

• Jis o.,.m men. ·when .called on to· surrender, Colonel Harney li.ad only one 

course ooen to him, as a -dozen rifle.:..muskets were pointed toward him. 

lhe.t nig~t~ after the fight, Sergeant Sale wrote in hi.s diary: 

I 
I 
I 

He L Colonel HarneyJ ~ias hurrying up his regiment to deploy 
them as skirmishers, when he was captured. I got a very fine 
haversack, sword belt, & revolver from him. He had on a fine 
hat & gold watch but I could not muster meaiiness~sufficient to 
rob· him of these. I knew th~ t if I were captured everything 
I had ,~'Ould have been taken from me, but I have not yet become 
mean enough to take private property from them. 31 

Hancock, e..s was his custom, rushed to the point of danger. As soon 

De 1'robri2.,,d. 1 s infantry and Gregg's dismounted troopers were· ready, 

Hancock pl2:~:ed to lead a counter2.ttack. Just a.s De Trobriand and Gregg 
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I 
lwere reporting their units formedJ confusion seemed to grip the Confeci.er-

1 · ates. Some of the butternuts faced about and bega.n shooting toward their 
1 

lrear. 

!. ' 

At the first sound-of the Confederate onslaught against Pierce., H2.n-I . 
cock had disp.atched his senior aide-de-ca1p) Major Willie~'tl G. Hitchell, 

Ito General Egan ;..d. th instructions for him to abandon the attack ai.iued 

at securing the heights beyond Hatcher Run. Egan was _to face about and 

lassail, with his entire line, the Rebel colurrn tha.t was driving Pierce. 32 

I Egan had surmised that the Rebels were up to no good, when his right 

. and rear were· fired on. Orders were issued for General Smyth to talt his 

foattle line and to recall the· 14th Connecticut, wiich had already crossed 

the run. Colonel McAllister was instructed to-cciuntermarch his brigade 

lnd attack the Confederates that were rolling ov·erPierce 1s bluecoats. 

IYJ~en he g~lloped up, Major Mitchell thus found tha,t 

"1-iis superior. . . 

Egan had anticipated 

, I Vii.tchell asked Rugg to. charge with his brigade the Rebels that had 

gained the plank road 

~• In three points. (A) 

to Egan 1s rear. Rugg refused. He based his refusal 

He had recently received orders from Egan to hold 

(
is. positioti at all .hazards. 

ening his left and front. (C) 11The enemy on the road was not in force, 

(B) Butler's dism~mnted cavalry was threa-

. fut L-onlyJ a disorganized body ...• 11 Rugg, believing that a good-sized 

· regiment (charging do"l-m.the rciad in line;) would be as effective ·as the 

: _ l,,rhole brigade, told Mitchell to take the 36th 1/i.sconsin·. 

The major therefore placed himself at the head of the Wisconsin 

a..'1d moved out. 

HacRae 1 s North Carolinians had occupied a ridge and were preoccupied 

, • ~ • • " '- • r • • 1 • 1· "' • t ' p.r8pe.r?.C.lO!lS .lOI' S"tor:n.1.ng i·aO'-t• S reorgam.zeQ IT'.2.J.n J.ne O.!.. reslS <:!.rl'~e, 
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I 
lovering the Dabney' s Hill road, consequently, they were oblivious to the 

approach of HcAllister 1 s bluecoats and the 36th 'Wisconsin until it r;.2.s 

loo· late. Egan I s legions burst upon HacRae 1 s right and rear like a bolt 

12$ 

of the blue.· 33 

Since there were a large number of recruits in his brigade-and time 

precious, McAllister decrr:ed it best to have his battle line Ha.bout-

face and move on the enemy with my re2.r ra.nk in front. 11 Two. regirne.>1ts 

lthe 5th and 7th New Jersey) :would remain, where they were as a support 

• .. ii° Smyth I s battle l:ine., when the brigade advanced to dislodge the Con~ 

· ~£-derates. 

I NcAllister' s battle line advanced to the 11slope of the hill and 

hc.lted a few moments." 1'o their front, McAllister and his men could see 

lacRae 1 s North Ca.rolinians pressing back Pierce I s shattered comrrand . 

• cAllister shout.ed to Colonel John Schoonover, whose 11th New Jersey w2.s 

'n the right~ to move against the butternuts who had blocked the plank 

load. With. the rest of his briga.de (~he 120th New York, the 8th New 

Jersey, the 11th Massachusetts, and a battalion of the 11th New Jersey}, 

• lcAllister rr.arched do'tJh. the slope. The. cheering bluecoats surged across 

[

.lleys, breaking doi.-m the thick 11hazel-brush 11 which bounded them. Reach-

• ng the hi~h ground beyond, McAllister called a halt and re-formed his com-

12nd. 

:tv.iac?cae and s.everal of his ran .. 1dng officers by· this time. had sighted 

le Allister I s battle line. The historian of the 44th North Carolina re-

I 
I 

'l'he Federa.l corr.n1?.~--ider L-Ha.ncock_7, seeing that MacRae was 
not supported, closed in upon his flanks and atta.cked with great 
vigor. Undismayed by the large force '1-,hich surrounded him, a.t1d 
un:,d .. lling to surrender the prize of victory· alre.e.dy within his 

0 -2_;,;, p, EacP;:.e formed a portion of h.is brigade obliquely to his 
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mai.ri line of battle., drivi..11g back the foe at every pair::. 
w-hilst the deafening shouts and obstinate fighting of r.:.5 
brigade showed their entire confidence in their commancs:", 
although every ll'..an of them knew their situation to be 
critical, and their loss had already been great. Awai-c:.::.g 
reinforcerr,ents, which long since ought to have been wi-::~ 
him., he held his_ vantage gained at all hctzc..rds, and ag.o_:::st 
enormous odds. No help came whilst his men toiled, ble~~ 
and died. 

Wheeling part 'of his brigade to the right, .MacRae prep;;.:·-d to cope 

McAllister I s threat to his flank and ::r:-ear. McAllister!~' 'Jluecoa ts 

several well-aimed volleys crashing into the oncoming N-.,:·th Caro­

b.nia,ns. Men were cut· dmm in large munbers, and MacRae 1 s b-,,~ternuts 

lo McAllister's front retired into the pines. 

McAllister bellowed, HForward ! tt As the bluecoa ts char g~'i, it appeared. 

lhat- the North Carolinia11s ,,rere atte:npting to get a battery ~::to positior,. 

iI 'Actually, the Southerners were seeki.rig to limber up Metcalf! a, two Na pole-.:.,::~.: 

I.: The 120th New York on McAllister 1-s- left tried to reach the c,::1s, but it ¼c.~ 

leaten back by the 44th North Carolina. Heth now committed l,is reserve b 1
·' -

rade. Harris and his Mississippians advanced out of the wcod:1 and rushed. t,.., 

lracRae's assistance. _For a brief period, McAllister's briga~e was all but 

11Had our line broken whi) t~ in this criti.:~-~ lngulfed with Rebels on all sides. 

situation all would have _been_lost, 11 Colonel 
34 

McAllister receJ.led. 

I As the situation was beginning to look very bleak for Hc.-\llister, 

lllfajor Mitchell at the head of the 36th Wisconsin charged down the plank 

. load. Striki.rig Harrist flank, - the soldiers from Wisconsin 5\;,)pt to a 

lpectacuiar success. The Rebel roadblock was smashed) and 100 greyclads 

grounded their arms .. A stand of colors v,-as captured. 
35 

I The onset by the 36th Wisconsin took the pressure off ~:cAllister. 

lrost of tho N
0

rth Carolinians and Mississippians having rcC.i ,.,,d into 
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• ,he pines east of the plarik road.,._ General Egan sent word i.'or Mc.Allister 

to change his front to the left and re-establish contact with Mo_tt. As 

lfcAllister redeployed his battle line., it came under a galbng sIP..all-arm.s· 

•. . 36 ,
1 

ire. 

' At the time tha.t Ega..r1 redeployed his ccmmand to cope with Heth 1s as-

fault, one of his_ staff-officers notified Lieu.tenant Smith to withdraw 

_, his. two 10-pounder Parrot ts, retire tO Burgess I Tavern, and rejoin his 

:: latter;v~-the 1oth Massachusetts. Being without anrrnunition, Smith's guns 
.. ,( 

Stood.by the barn unserviceable. Scarcely had Smith reported to his 

.. t "3uperior, Lieutenant Gra.nger, before he was knocked from his horse, shot 
·:( 

through the bowels..,.-a mortal 1-1ound. Lieutena,nt Granger now had his. gun-

ners pcint the pieces of his left and right sections) to the southeast 

Ind hammer the woods into which the Rebel infantry had retired. Not 

.avihg brought up the battery's caissons, the supply of aJ11..munition in 

~he limbers was soon exhausted. After the charge of the 36th Wisconsin 

11ad reopened communications along the plank road, the 10th Massachusetts· 

Batt t • d d th .d and • d Bevi·11 1 s.· J'l • ery re ire o,m e roa was masse near 

f I Witnessing the charge of the 36th Wisconsin, General Hancock called 

} (or Hott to counterattack. •• De Trobriand placed himself at the head of 

he 1;.0th New York, the 2oth Indiana, the 99th) and part of the 110th 

[· I en.nsylvania and prepared to carry out this assignment. Cheering 11lustily, 11 

De Trobriand ·and his- men:. went forward, driving the Confederates before them. . ...... . 

' lrithin a short time, they had mopped up the fieJ.d to their front. 

I .. ·•• :Major Mitchell, after leading the 36th Wisconsin into battle, contacted 

, -he officers comrr..a.nding the 1st l-~,ine Heavy Artillery and a battalion of 

fbe 110th Pennsylvania. • Mitchell told them to folio,, him. Rushing out 

i.nto ti1e corr...fi.eld, the t 1:0 regiments rolled back the Con.federates, who 

I 
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ii 
t 
~ f I were already reeljng~ because of McAllister I s and De Trobriand ts slashing 

f . assaults. Within a few minutes, Metcalf 1 s Napoleons had been retaken. 

! I Not less than 150 Rebels, aJ.ong with the colors of the 26th No;rth Caro~ 
) . • 

I '
1 

lina Infantry of Mac Rae 's brigade, fell into the onrushing Federals • 

j hands. Fifty of the greyclads were disarmed by the 1st Maine in and 

f I around. Burgess I barn]while the rest were· surrounded .by the 110th Penn- . 
. t 
! 

I
. sylvania in a cluster of pines. 

I Soldiers from the 5th Michigan, the 1st ll:assachusetts HeaV'J Artil­
! 

l .. · lery, and.the 57th Pennsy l van ta had accompanied the 1st Maine Heavy 

f I Artillery and the 110th Pennsylvania. After the guns had been recaptured, 

I 38 I volunteers secured ropes and drew off the two Napoleons. 

.I 

.. ·. . The two regiments led into battle by Major Mitchell now took position 

i ' I on the left of McAllister and on the right of the regiments that had fol-

l 

; lowed De Trobriand. 

I The advance of De Trobriand I s troops. having checked the Confederates; 

· I the fire of Roder I s and B~ck' s eight guns emplaced near Bevill I s house, 

reinforced by the infantry's musketry, compelled the butternuts to retire 

I into the pines. Union skirJT1ishers followed the Johnrlies into the edge of 

-
1 

the woods .• Because the infantry battle line:was posted only a few yards 

. in front· of 

L ! I· :i;epulse of Heth I s infantry, Lieutenant Beck advanced his four Napoleons 

the guns, the use of canister was precluded. Following the 

! 
/ and placed them in battery at the-junction- of the Dabney!s Mill 2.nd plank 

1 ••• I roa.ds. Iri ac~ordance with Eajor Haz2.rd I s ·instructions, Beck· unlimbered 

I 
his guns and shel.led the point of the woods, 800 yards to his right and • 

39 
. front. The batter.r held this position till· 8 p.m. 

I 
of the recall of HcA.llister 1 s brigade to threate.:1 Smyth I s front. 

Meanwhile, Dearing's dismounted Rebel troopers had taken advantage 

Leap-

I 
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I I ing over the breastworks, they came dowtl of£ the ridge toward Hatcher 

i Run, orJ_y to be checked by well-aimed volleys fired by the 8th New York 
I ! I Heavy Artillery and the 16l;,th New York. Recalling the 10th New York, 

t which was deployed as skirmishers to his front., Smyth had Colonel Hopper I • post his w.en in line of battle near the edge of the pines, so they could 

\ + ' t' b • d I " ' .,_ d 1~0 j 1.-,-a,.,cn ne riga e s rignl, an rear. 

i Egan, followin.g Dearing's repulse., contacted Colonel Rugg. The com.:.. 

j lmande~ of the 1st Brigade was told to send his troops across the plank 

{ 
~ road and take position to the right and rear of McAllister's battle line. 

I! I Before shifting his brigade across the plank road, Rugg detached the l st 

I Minnesota· and the 7th YJ..chiga:n. These two u~ts continued to hold their . 

ground in the woods west of the plan_"k: road. 

I The Confederate leaders (Heth and Hampton) had failed to coordinate 

their movements. Heth' s i..11fantry column:, which 

I lost the initiative before Hampton I s dismounted 

had opened the attack, had 

cavalry assailed the Union 

I left. Butler 1s battle line, ·deployed to the right and left of White Oak 

road, now drove in from the west, while Rooney Lee 1 s division advanced 

· I Up the plank road from the southwest. 
42 

Turli.er in the afternoon, Hampton had lost a valuable subordinate, 

• lcaptain James F. Hart of the Washington South Carolina Artillerry. 1tihile. 

L I engaged in the duel rd th Beck I s regulars, _Captain Hart was struck in the 

f . . . leg by fragments from an explodi...'1g shell and. had to have the limb a.Inpu~ 
; 

\· t t ' '· 1 L a eo. 

I 
I 
! 

I 
When Hampton gave the "M'.lrd, General Butler sent orders for his battle 

lline to take up the advance. Supported by the fire of the Washfogton 

! 

f. ,Artillery 1 s guns, Young's brigade on the left and Aiken 1 s on the right 

bounded over their barricades ax1d drove against the picket line defended 
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I 
ly four of De Trobriand's regiments--the 73d, 86th and 124th New York, 

and the 2d U. $. Sharpshooters. The bluecoats were posted at the 11edge 

Ir a dense pine wood, 11 an open field to their front. As Butler 1s dis-
. . 

l
ounted troopers debouched from the pines on the opposite side of the 

j_eld, the Yar.J(ees banged a11ray. The Confederates came on with great • 

letermina.tion. Dismayed by their fa.ilure to check Butler's horse-

soldiers, whom they mistook for infantry,. some of the bluecoats fled. 

luch of the picket line was thrown into confusion, and only 11the exer-

·~o~s of of~icers and steadiness 11 of the veterans kept 

l.1.sJ.ntegrating. 

it from entirely 

I Rebel losses were high as they sought to smash pockets of Union 

resistance and reach the plank road. Lieutenant Colonel Robert J .. 

lffords was killed at the head of his regiment, the 5th South Caro~ 

•i.na Cavalry. 

I As Aiken's brigade swept forward to connect its right vri.th Rooney 

• te 1 s left,_ General Butler missed two of his aides (Major T. G. Barker 

and Captain Nat Butler), and glancing to his right, he spotted them 

l1d Lieutenant William Preston Hampton 11riding in the midst of the line 

i advancing men, waving their hats and cheering them on. They were 

Jrhaps a hundred yards to his right and the heavy firing prevented 

feir hearing him." .General Butler finally succeeded in getting their 

attention. NatButlerwheeled his horse about, while Preston Hampton 

l·ep2.red to return to his father's corr,xil.and post. 

I
' , As young Hampton galloped off in ono direction and Na\ in the 

/10::r, he called, 11Hlirrah, Nat, 11 and moments later a minie ball struck 

1-m in the groin, inflicting a mortal wour1d. 

Preston Ha.rr:pton \.lrc..s de2,.d. 

I ,,.,, 
/'-', 

Within a few minutes,-
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I 

When General Hampton 11saw his dying son lyirig on the ground he dis­

ffiounted and kissed the brave boy, wiped a tear from his eyes, remounted 

and went on giving orders as though nothing had happened. 11 

General Butler now trotted up anp; ~sk~d _G_eneraJ,_ f{c:l-I!',Pyon/ 11Wno:· has 

been wotu1ded?11 •. 

11Poor Preston, 11 the father replied, 11has been mortally woundect.n 

General Butler called for a one-horse wagon, so that the remains 

might be .removed. Meantime, :the Federals, observing the crovid, concen-:­

trated a galling fire on the group. One shot ·struck Preston's brother, 

43 
W2.de, in the spine., badly injuring him. 11 

Fortunately for the II Corps, Butler's attack came after Heth 1 s 

footsoldiers •f'.ad spent their strength. Mott., observing that the firing 

to his left had increased and was getting louder, instructed De Trobriand 

to recall the regiments of the 1st Brigade that had just beaten beck the 

Rebel infantry. -Detaching a line of skirmishers to hold the ground gained, 

De Trobriand m3.rched his troops back to the po.sition along the plank road 
. . • ·. 44· 

preYiously held.· 

Between White Oak road and Hatcher Run, General Young's dismounted 

cavs.lry_fought Rugg's skirmishers, rein.forced by the 69th_Pennsylvania. 

Dea.ring, to assist his comrades to the right and left, again urged his 

brigade forward. Infiltrating the underbrush north of Hatcher Run) 

Dearing 1 s men again op~ned ~n Smyth 1 s battle line, posted on the ridge 

south of" the stream. A half-hea.rted. thrust was made at this tirne by 

Harris 1 Mississippians and Hac?..ae I s North Carolinians against the sector 

defended by McAllister 1 s troops. Ega.n I s division during this phase of 

the eng2.gement formed a crude square--Hugg 1 s $kirrrishers., reinforced by 

tne 69th Pem~sylvani2.J in the pi.!v,,s 'dest of Bcrgess 1 Ta.vern; Srr,yth 1 s bc.t tle 
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line on the ridge south of Hatcher Run and in the woods east of the plank 

road;_ Rugg 1s line of battle on Smyth 1 s right, partially extended behind 

. . 1+5 McAllister, .-mose right crossed the Boydton Plap_J.< Roaa.. 

°Egan I s soldiers held firm oh a-11 fronts. . At 5 :.30 Egan I s division 

withstood another assault. :since this attack was feeble, Egan and his 

officers believed that the Rebels were almost ready to call it a day. 

Hopping up in front of their position, Rugg's skirmishers disarmed a 

Conf_~erate major, seve.r2.l line officers, and 40 enlisted men. Sergeant 

Daniel Murphy of the 19th 1,:2.ssachusetts got hilri.Self a rec.l prize--the 

colors of the 4 7th North Carolina Infantry of MacR.ae I s brigade. 
46 

¼~th the redeployment of De Trobriand 1p br~gade along the plank 

road, nruch of the steam went out of Butler's attack on the units manning 

Mott I s picket line. This enabled officers of the 73d, 86th and 124th New 

York, and the 2d U. s. Sharpshooters to rally their men. Disheartened 

to see that the Yanks were marshaling troops to reinforce their skirmish 

line, Butler's horsesoldiers retired across the fields and disappea.red 

into the pines beyond. 47 

Roo_ney Lee 1 s. di vision now struck. .Advancing. up the Boydton Plank 

Road from Wilson I s, Lee I s troopers encountered the 21st Pennsylvania 

southwest of Rainey's. To dislodge the Yanks} Lee was compelled to dis­

mount and deploy h_is divisiori-:--•Colonel Richard L. 'l'. Beale's brigade to 

the right and Brigadier General Ru fas -Barringe:r' s to .the left. The can­

noneers of McGregor rs Virginia Battery unlimbered their four J-inch rifles 

on the road. General Gregg heard the clash of arms as the 21st Pennsylvania 

fou&rit a stout dela.ying a.ctior.. ·wheeling his horse about, Gregg galloped 

d.cwn the plank roa.d, Gref;g, upon reaching the point of d2.nger, found the 

Pums.;r1.v.:;.nians resist:i.ng Li::e's onset. The 6th Ohj.o Cavalry at this time 

'. 
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filed into position alongside the 21st Pennsylvania. Even so, Gregg could 11 l see that his men were badly outnumbered. Aides raced off with vrord for 

11. the brigade conm!anders to rush to Gregg all their av2.ilable man}:X)wer. 

·I 
The 1st Maine came do'tm the road on the run. Colonel Smith formed 

the Mainemen on the right of the 21st, the Pennsylvanians having closed 

. ii to the left; while the 6th Ohio was posted on the right of the 1st Haine. 

With the arrival of these units, Rooney Lee's progress was slowed. Never- • 

I theless, the butternuts continued to gain ground, foot by foot. A section 

I 
of guns manned by Ba.ttery I, 1st U. S. Light Artillery was. ca.lied up. 

Gregg dispatched a member of his ste.ff with an urgent request that 
. ' 

1 · Hancock support him with all mounted regiments· ,he: could spar·e~·-·,:.:Hancock 

sent the 2d, 4th, a.rid 13th Pennsylvania., These units came up 11successively 

I · as fast as their legs could carry them, 11 and entered the fight. Hancock 

would have liked to have reinforced Greggwi\h infantry, but this he_could 
i·' 1· ~·: 

not do., because he expected· the Rebel infantry at any minute to renev: 

48 
its attacks. : . 

At the.time of Rooney Lee's attack on Gregg's cavalry, Hazard, as.a 

. I pr~cautionary measure, told Lieutenant Granger to throw his 10-pounder 

Parrotts into battery west bf the plank road;and facing the point of dan-

1 ger. •. Here Granger was cut down by a. fragment from an exploding shell. 

•·· .11 Hazard told Lieu.tenant .E. S. Smith of Battery K, 4th U. -s~ ·Light Artil-

)11··· _·. . ' . . .• . . 49 
lery to take charge of the 10th M.assechuset ts B_attery. 

L. 
II 
·! 

The batte:ry had lost all its officers in the day's fighting, so Major 

The situation at this time wa.s flui.d. Although the a·ssaults by . 

l-kth 1s infa.11try and Butler's and Dearing's dismounted cavalry on the 
' 

JI 
".'J,•· 

•,' 

Ir Corps I front ,rig.'lt ,and center had been repulsed; Rebel artillery em-

Ph.r::eci, Mrth of H2.tcher Run and on Tt/hite Oak road still hcmmered the 

::I 
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In who wore the clover-leaf. At the same. time, rifled projectiles from 

McGregor's batt_ery passed over Gregg 1 s line and burst among the II Corps 1 

Renewed efforts were made at this hour to est;:;i.b1.ish contact 

with Craw~ord 1s troops, but they were unsuccessful. 

I At 4:50 General Hancock had t0ld Major Bingham to communicate with 

,~1erals '\:.farren and Crawford. He was to· inform the V Corps leaders that 

the Rebels had assailed the II Corps' rignt; that the attack had been re­

l1sed; that Hancock was in need of r.einforcements; that the V Corps should 

'

'vane~ ~~d connect its left with Hancock's right. 

Bingham sought to reach Crawford I s_ command post at Crow's house by 

lllowing tne cart 

very far; however, 

road he had traveled earlier in the day. Before going 

the :rr.ajor ran into a Confederate roadblock. ~Jheeling 

Is horse ab<;>ut, Bingham, 11as expeditiously as possible struck the road 

lading to Dabney 1 s Hill. 11 Upon reaching the mill, the major was directed, 

one of the cavalrymen posted there, into the road le~.ding to the left. 

i .. le trooper told Bingham that Crawford I s division had tramped out tha.t 

road. 

I After riding what he believed to be several miles, Bingham encoun-

Ired Confederates, who, bringing their rifle-muskets to 

lled on him to surrender. Bingham,· seeing that flight 

their.shoulders, 

was hopeless, 

lnded over his side-arms to a North Carolina colonel. In addition to 

Bingham, the.North Carolinians had captured three ambul2nces, a score 

I 
I 

horses, and 20 soldiers of the II Corps. 50 

Because of the dense woods and a strong vrind blow~ng from southeast 

northwest, the :roar of battle along the Boydton Plank Road was not 

· 1dibl~ at \'/arren 1 s ·headquarters~-

About 5:20 Hancock received a message dr2.fted by Chief of Sta.ff 

I 
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I 
l~:iphreys, 65 minutes earlier. Unfolding the paper, Hancock learned that 

lion signal officers had observed Con.federate troops en route dO\•m the 

_an.k road. Though it was feared. by the people at army headquarters that 

te foe was massing against Hancock, the orders . .for the II Corps to with­

draw on the following morning remained unchanged. Crawford I s division 

1-s to be recalled at the same time. As the road linking Hancock's and 

lade's command posts was "infested by small parties" of Rebel cavalry, 

ncock was to see that it was 11heavily patrolled.11 51 

I Heade, was seemingly unaware of what had transpired on the plank 

roa.d since he had left the field, and Hancock explained to· Captain . 

ldison G. Masar. (the staff-officer who had carried Humphreys I dis-

I
tch) the ~ituation confronting the II Corps. It was starting to 

t dark by _the tim~ Mason started on his return ride to army head-

rarters. 

Soon after the captain I s departure, Hai:icock :r-ecei ved a discoura.g~ 

lg report from Chief of Artillery Hazard. When the corps had taken 

f~ field that morning, the wagons with the reserve anununition, in com.:.. 

Jiance with orders, had been left at Perkins' . Of the three batteries 

rat had accompanied the colwJ1, only one, the 10th Massachusetts, had 

many projectiles·left. At the same time, the ~.assachusetts battery had 

Jst all its officers, and Lieutenant Smith reported that he had but 

l
three men left per gun. 

• The corps had been marching and fighting throughout the day, and 

Is 11a consequence was_in considerable disorder." A heavy rain was now 

fa.lling, and the narrow cart road to Dabney' s Mill ( tne on:ly direct ·.link 1-d. th 

lhe rest of the Army of the Pot6n:ac.) was not only. threatened by the 

loe, b,,t >1es being turned into a ribbon of mud by the precipitation, 
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I 
Hlcock seriously questioned whether the reserve .ammun.ition (which was 

1J'F.iles in the :r:ear) could be brought up and issued in time for a fight 

52 

Two· staff-officers were detailed by Hancock to convey this informa-

to Meade. 

I About 6 :JO a courier reached Hancock: 1 s COliili"'a&'"ld post with two mes- • 

sages signed by General Humphreys. Studying these documents, which had 

! bf drafted 75 minutes before, Hancock learned that General Ayres I V 

Coi. s division had been ordered to his support. But because of the hour, 

it uuld be impossible for the reinforcing column to get beyond Armstrong's 

Mil before dark. Upon reaching the mill, Ayres was to report to Hancock. 

If Hancock could attack successfully in the morning with the addition of 

Afs' and Crawford's divisions, it was Meade's desire that he do so. 

If not, Hancock was authorized to withdraw his troops under the cover 

oflarkness. 53 

I It is apparent 

barrassment, because 

that these instructions only added to Hancock's em-

they made him reluctant to abandon his position. 

n lis shoulders. had been throvm the responsibility for determining 

·hether reinforcements could be gathered, and the needed ammunition for 

ilorps brought up and issued in time for battle at daylight. Yet 

hr were subjects w'nich were in no way under his control. Certainly, 

• f no greater eI:ergy were shovm in getting up -ammunition and reinforce­

nef during the night, than had been displayed in pushing Crawford for-

1ard during the day, Hancock had reason to sh?.ke his head. 

• I General Gregg, having checked Rooney Lee I s advance up the plank roadJ 

"oifd 

~idings 

I 

Hancock at this time. It was now dark, and Gregg had further evil 

for his superior. His cavalry, Gregg reported, 11a considerable 



I 
lroportion bEir:g armed with repeating rifles, had almost wholly exhausted 

their a.mmuniti-::n.11 Owing to the com.ruingling of. his 

lo get her with :.:-,e rain and. extreme d2rkness, 1tGregg 

regiments in the woods, 

did not think it prac-

licable to get e-..micion up and issued to the men during the night." 
54 

Reluct~m:, ~s he w2.s to abandon the field, his conversation with 11an 

lffice:c so re""&-le an.cl trusb,orthy 2.s General Gregg, 11 determined Hancock 

11to order a ·,d::.:-.<irawal rather than risk disaster by awaiting an att~tck in 

lhe morning or].:, partly prepared .11 
55 
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOE·::'2Ji PLANK ROAD,. OCTOBER 2:1-28, 1864 
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I THE BATTLE OF THE BJYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER Z?-28, 1864 

Chapter V 

Ne2.de Cuts F.is CoIT',r;u_trrents arid Pulls Back I 
I Not long after he had arrived at his decision to pull back, Hancock 

8:35 p.m., October 2? 1 received an.other corr,.mu.,.'1icaticn from General· 

Hunphreys. The staff-officers detailed by Hancock to explain the situa-. 

lion_to Meade and his peopl~ had reached arnv' headquarters around 6:15. 

lle~de, after listening to what they had to 

~ancocl<.,couched in a similar vein to Chief of Staff Humphreys 1 5: 15 

say, dictated a message to 

,i.spetches ~ If he should retire during the night, Hancock was to 

11leave some force at Dabney 1 s Hill to aid in withdrawing Crawford." 

I Hancock at·9 0 1 clock notified Humphreys thet orders had been issued 

11or his corps 11to return to the vicinity of the Gurley house. 11 Egan vr.i..th 

'is division was to hold Dabney' s Mill and to· cor.,municate with General 

. . 2 
lr.awford. 

At 10:30 Humphreys replied, notifying Hancock that Meade wished the 

Ir Corps to haJ. t as soon as it had recrossed Hatcher Run and ha~~.repl~nished 

'

·ts ammunition. 

oint. General 

Additional orders would be awaiting Hancock at that 

Warren was to 11attend to drawing in General Cra.wford, 

will see that General Egan is notified when he can withdraw." 
3 

Ha.ncock had scheduled: the retreat to commerice at 10 p.m., to provide 

l.ffid_e;t time ·to permit the staff-officers sent to aru,y headqua.rters 

~ rejoin the corps. Neanwhile, steps were taken to ins1;.re that the 

'i tn.draw2.l would be orderly. All available arnbulances were loaded with 

tu.ndeci, 155 being rer.:oved. As the narrow Th?..bney 1 s r,,i 11 ro2.d w2.s pass-

abie in onl:; one direction at a time, and the med.ical officers reported 

I 82 
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would be impossible to bring up additional ambulances and move troops 

to the rear at the same time, Hancock would be compelled to leave behind 

j; I a number of his wou.nded (a.bout 250). So far as practic2.ble, these men 

II 
·i 
1 
1 
s 

I 
I 
! 

I were. collect~d and ple.ced in Rainey' s house and barns. Three competent 

surgeons and a number of hospital stewards were dete.iled to stay with 

I 
L. 

th.em. _ 

Prior to the receipt of orders that the field was to be abandoned, 

I General Hott, believing th?.t the fight s\ould be resumed at daybreak, had 

I redeployed his division .. General Pierce had r-e-:--formed his brigade along 

• the Dabney's Mill road to the :i<--:~.b of De Trobriand, with pickets (two 

I regiments)_ advanced a considerable distance. . 'I'he 1st }~aine Heavy Artil­

lery was stationed along the plank road on De Trobriand 1 s i:, ~b_-~ with 

I orders. to maintain contact- with Egan 1 s di vision. Four of D: Trobriand's 

· 1 re_giments ·(the 73d, 86th and: 124th New York, 'ah<i thE; 2d U. S, Sharpshocters) 

• continued to picket the countryside west. of the plank road. Slight breast-

• 5 I works were erected. ' 

About 8 o I clock Hott received orders from Hancock 11to start the am­

I b~lances, pack-,-mules, and the two batteries" that had exhausted their am-

I muni~~o~ -~or Globe Tavern. This column would be escorted by the 17th Maine. 

The 01v1s1on was to follow at ·10 p.m. While waiting to put his colurrn 

I in motion, Mott was to recall McAllister's brigade. 
6 

The ambulance trainJ accomprnied by the 10th MassachU:setts and Beck 1 s 

1 • batteries, rolled as scheduled. Beck's regulars, because ef the loss of 

f I 1h, horses, had to abandon one caisson, which the lieutena!'1t ::ad his men 

1 
t cut to pieces, so a,s to _be of no service to the foe. One c: the battery's 
I 

J • I li:mber3 ,,as also missing, re ving fallen into the Confecier2.:;:"·°= '- hands. 
l 
1 , · I 
.} 
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r I 
tcept for .the hard-pulling caused by muddy roads, the train escorted by 

the 17th Maine.encountered little difficulty in reaching Globe Tavern. 

Je sun was just breaking through the overcast, as the troops crossed r• railroad. 
7 

McAlli~t.er, whose brigade had been posted in support of Rugg's, re-

lorted to Mott at 8:JO. While :t<ott was checking w:Lth his brigade commanders 

to. insure that there would be no errors, he learned from De Trobriand that 

lhortly afte; dark someone h2.d blundered. At that hour two of the regi""'."" 

'

ents deployed as skirm-1.sher·s west of the plank road had "misunderstood 

n order to keep a close connection on their right, and reformed in line 

111 that direction." De Trobriand, ta.king into consideration the extreme 

darkness, decided it would be not only difficult but hazardoi.!.s to re- • 

lstablish the picket line in the woods. As general field officer of the 

lay, De Trobriand relocated his line of outposts much closer to the I~ 

.orps I main line of resistance, so it "WOuld facilitate their recall. 

I Mott put his division, except the men on. picket, in motion as 

scheduled. He had sent his prov6st-~rds ahead,to clear the road of •• 

ltragglers. Nea.;' Dabney 1 s Mill, Nott was overtaken by one of Meade I s . 

.. ides, who_ said he had orders from army headquarters. for the Third Di vi­

.ion to halt after it had recrossed Hatcher Run. 

I 
doing so; the troops were massed near Widow Smith 1 s. 

9 

By .1 a.m. on O.ctober 28 Mott I s division had crossed the strealII. On 

I General Egan's division (accompanied by Battery K, 4th u. S. Light 

,1.rtillery). 

lt:gan halted 

trailed Nott 1 s division dmm the cart road.· As directed, 

h • lct1.· ·t D ' 1 Mill To expedi' te t'ne establi' s',n_-1s so. ers a c'.oney s . 

f1ient of contact with Crawford's division, Hancock 1 s escort ha.d reported 

to Ego.:, b0fore. he left the plank ro~.d.. While en route to the mill, the 

I 

i-·. 
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I 
rscort disappeared. Since he was unfamiliar l',:ith the area., Egan., upon 

reaching the mill, halted his division. He 1-.uuld allov,- his men to rest • 

1-nd awe.it the da,,~,befo:re atten1pting to connect with Crawford~ 
10 

. Gregg 1s horsesoldiers left the ·field by way of the Quaker road at 

IO :JO. Davies' brigade, ,~tiich during the 9-~?--Ceve.i: wh!;?n _:Qr egg _was • har,dest 

rressed) had been held :in reserve at the junction of the C'Ua.ker and. 

Boid ton P-lank roads; _became the :rear guard as the cavalry rode south,.,;a.rd.. 
i~ 

lecause of the destruction of the Gravelly Run.bridge earlier in the d2.y, 

i 
Only the lead brig2.de, Colonel Kerwin I s, had Gregg's column was slowed. 

j. . lucceeded in recrossing the Rowanty by daybreak. The division reached 

f:. ferkins' h.ouse about 7:30, on the 28th, without having seen any signs of 
• 11 

.

,_·: __ :lthe foe on its return march. 

With the withdrawal of the cavalry, the only Federals remaining on 

I:' the field were_ .the .. ·wounded., who had been left beh:indJ and the infantrymen 

I._ Lnning th~ picket line. In obedience to H?,ncock's instructions, General 

,, re Trobriand at 1 a.m. recalled his outposts. All 'fhird Division pickets, 

j

·. with the exception of three officers and 26 enJ.isted men of the 73d Nevr 

, Jork, got the. word and reported to the general on the plank road. When 

De Trobriand had reorganized his picket line earlier in the evening, con­

• la.ct had· been· lost with the 70-man detachment from the 7th f"iichigan and 

I. 

r 

I
' . ,he 1st :Minnesota. These men, who were on outpost in the pines north of 

• . White Oak ro.ad, wereleft behind, when De Trobriand cailed in the Second 

I tivision pickets. .De Trebrtand, as soon as the pickets had fallen_ in, 

I·· moved out after the rri.afu colunm.· Upon reporting to Hancock, De Trobriand 

ln,.s told to rejoin his di vision, which he dj_d. 
12 

85 

.·; .• ' 

"i 
j 

• i 

' '·i 



, • 

. I 
-----··--··•··· ·--·--·· -·-··-·--··--·-··--·••o, ·--· .. ·--· .. 

II 
l su1t 

General Warren at-4:30 p.m. had left Crawford's command post to con-

with General Meade, whom he presumed to be witi: Hancock 6n the plank 

lro2d. As Warren neared the plank road, he encounte:r·d 1-''.ajor Wil1iara Riddle 

lof Heade I s staff, who told him that the army com,'":lanc.er had returned to 

Ilccbney' s Mill. Warren accordingly hastened to that point, and he had 

• 1been a.t Heade I s command. post only a few minutes, wh2 . .:-" wor·d ar:ri ved that 

the Rebels had penetrated the gap between Hancock ar:c. Crawford and. were 

lassaHing the II Corps 1iwith great violence. 11 Meade told Warren to rush 

IC!,awford to Hancock I s support. Warren,. however, ccuntered with the sug-

. gestion tha,t Ayres I di vision 11could more readily be fOt there, 11 because 

lthere 1-:as no direct road leading from Crawford I s frcnt to Hancock. Meade 

was agreeable. Orders drafted for Ayr.es to marc:1 .:..t once. 
1.3 

were 

I Major Bingham had been at Crawford 1 s COJTu"'l'.an_d post about an hour·ahead 

lof Warren. Not long after Warren had ridden off, another one of Han co ck' s 

people arrived and told Cre.'1-.;ford that· the. II Corps 1,2s to storm the bridge 

lat Burgess 1 ¥,ill and advance beyond it. This would e.:x--plain the heav-.r fir-

14 ing that.could be heard off to the northwest. 

I About an hour before dark, as Crawford I s soldie:;:s .were thro'lring up 

la 11light 11 line of v,'Orks, Confederate stragglers, who had· become bewildered 

• and had 1pst their way in the wildei'ness, began running afoul of Crawford I s 

llpicket line.· These Rebels, many· of \<-rhom had been er:gaged with- the· II Corps, 

were ignorant of Crawford I s position. One group of greyclads had with 

lth_em (-when disarn,ed by Cra.wford I s skirni.ishers) thre;:; ci""'~bulances they ha.d 

IC8.~tured. Six of them had taken Captain E.'lllllor B. Co;-e of Warren's staff 

:nrisone:r., but finding themselves behind the Union lines, they surrendered _· 

Ito him, and he b:r-oug.}it them in. .AJ.l told, Cr:awford' s troops disarme,d 238 

C~:,:rfE:d,~r-;:.te erilisteci rn.en ai!d three o.fficers. 1.5 
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} 1 When questioned by Crawford's staff, the Confederates, most o.f whom 
;~ 

g identified themselves as belonging to Weisiger 1s and Harris' brigades, 

i I rer,,r.rked tha ~ they he.cl. flanked and broken the II Corps. This was the 
-~ 

I 
I 

first intimation Crawfo.'.!'.'d had had that matters had gone bad.ly with Han-

cock. 

As he ,1as retu:rrd..,'1.g to the Crow house, Major Roebling heard someone 

shout out in the pines, 11Stop that man on horseback." As he reined up 

his horse, Roebling saw that the newcomers were-eight Rebels in charge 

of two Yanks.. All had lost their tray in. the wilderness. The Federals 

had been the Confederates' prisoners, but not one in the group knew the 

·way, so they had agreed to follow the first rran who knew where he ,vas 
16 

going. 

Crawford now .ordered scouts out on Dis left. One, an intelligent 

officer, returned at 6:45 to report that he had spotted a st~ong column 

of Rebel infantry (probably King's AlabaJna Brigade) passing to Cra'~rford I s 

left along a cart road which crossed Hatcher Run, one-half mile above the 

V Corps' position. Relaying this information to Warren, Cre.wford warned 

that unless the interval between his left and the II Corps was-• closed, 

he anticipated a fierce fight in the morning. Within the past -few minutes, 

a North.Carolinian belonging to MacR~e's brigade had been questioned. In 

add:i. tion, large numbers of Confederates from Weisiger' s brige.de of ¥,.a.hone's 

division had been fil..ade prisoner, when they blundered into the Third Divi-

s i.on Is · line. 
17 

In event his divisioo1 was unable to hold its O'tm in face of the 

ex_;:;e;cted Confederate onslaught, Cr;.:.wford. had his pionee'rs.· av dai::k bridge 

18 
Hatcher fcun, in rear of Griffin's skirmish line. 

han·en, on le2.rning that Hancock would 't;-:i. thdraw his corps under the 
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I 
cover of darkness, contacted Crawford. It would be best , Warren i'ITote·, 

lfor Craw£ord to begin withdrawing his troops as soon as it was light, 

111~'=-king care to bring in all your pickets, c.nd drive in the stragglers. 11 

Not knowing that Cra,-;fo:i:·d I s pioneers had alre2.dy bridged the run, Warren 

lgranted his division commander permission to do so. Or if he wished, 

Craw-ford could retire via the way he had come. 

lcr2.•..rforci was to make. certain that the division, 

Whichever route he took, 

Egan 1s, that Hancock was 

Ito leave at Dabney 1 s ~Iill was kept posted. If he recrossed Hatcher Run 

above Armstrong's Nill, Crawford was to deploy his troops into double 

I 19 
line of battle on Griffin's left . 

. 
1 

Upon receipt of this message from his irrimediate supf:lrior, it didn't 

• tak~ Crawford long to ir:ake up his mind, as to the route his division would 

I take.· He,· as well as his officers and men, had had enough of the wilder­

•. ness through which they had rna_rched. When the division moved, it wuld 

I be across the bridge. 

1 
_ A.s a 

At 3 a.m. 

precautionary measure, Crawford reinforced his line of outposts. 

he commenced pulling his troops out of the bridgehead. By day-

I light the three briga.des had reached the north bank of Hatcher Run. Be­

fore destroying the bridge, Crawford called in his pickets. The division 

I was formed as directed on Griffin I s left and facing the stream. 20 

.
1 

. Upon being notified that Crawford had retired across the run, Warren 

dispatched l'i..ajor Roebling to con-vey this inforwation to General Egan. At 

I the same time, Egan w2.s directed to report :~ Warren. 

' . ma.ssed his division near Armstrong's Hill. 

On doing so, he 

I 
.I 
I 

Meanwhile, Crawford had discovered., on discussing the situation with 

his brigade cor,;Jl'1.anders, that some of their pickets bad not come in. 'l'he 

brid[;!;) w2..s quickly repaired, fUid the· 7th Wisconsin sent back across Hatcher 

I 

I 

I 
J 
i 
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I 
Ru.n. Major Hollon Richardson formed his men into line, 

I way slowly forward. 

and they beat their 

I 
-

After leaving General Egan I s coni.r-.znd post, YlB.jor Roebling had ridden 

over to.Crow's field, where he spotted three abandoned V Corps ambulances. 

Here Roebling encou...'lt ered an officer and two men sent out t~ recall the 

7th Wisconsin. As they rode through the woods beyond Cro\-r1 s, Roebling 

and his companions rounded up 20 Union stragglers. 'l'hE\f then encou.11tered 

the 7th Wisconsin, bringing in 82 prisoners. 'l'he officer in charge ex­

plained that they had lost ·their way, and Major.Richardson had ridden off 

in search of assistance. Within a short ti.me Richardson returned, accom-

panied by :Major Dailey. With Dailey as their guide, the regiment found 

its way back to the bridge. The last of Cr2_wford1s people passed the· 

bridge at 9 o I clock, and the pioneers for the .second time wTecked the 

structure. 

At 7:30 a.m. Warren was advised that Meade wanted him to send A':,rres 

with two of his brigades to occupy the 11vacant space" between the IX Corps 1 

le'ft and Clements I house. Appropriate orders were issued. 

11 

Stragglers from the II Corps cont:i.nued. to wander into. the V Corps 1 

lines., so Warren sent ten men from his escort to Dabney 1s Mill. Major 

James H .. Walsh with his battalion of the 3d Pennsylvania Cavalry would 

! 
i continue to picket the road from Dabney I s .Hill· to . the Vaughan road cross-

I ing of Hatcher Run. Walsh notified Warren at 10 a.m. that the road was 

22 I nearly clear·· of wagons and stragglers. 

Warren now issued orders auttorizing Egan and Crawford to ,r:i.thdra•....r. 

I Screened by Walsh 1.s horsesoldiers, Egan I s II Corps di vision r'noved doi•m 

Hancock 1 upon learning the right bank of Hatcher Run to Vaughan road. 

I that Fgan's division was in motion, instructed Eott to hold his division 
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I 
rc.s.dy to take up the :march .. The decision having been m~.de to a.b2.ndon for 

lthe time being offensive operations designed to turn the right flank of 

ltr.c Petersburg defer1ses, Hancock directed Mott and Egan to return their 

clj_visions to their old c2.mps near the Norfolk & Petersburg F.:ailroa.d, 

I While waiting at Widow Smith I s for Egan I s colu.rrt.'1 to appear, Mott 

1
sPrit Pierce's briga.de to Colonel Wyatt's. It was starting 

b; .the time Egan I s troops were be.ck iri the_ citmp·. in, rea.r of 

to get dark 

F'ortBross out 

lof which they had marched 52 hours earlier. Mott 1s division returned 

to Southall's at 5 p.m., whet-e the general massed Pierce's a..."ld: :McAllister's 

I brigades, ,-lnile De 'I'robriand Is brige.de camped near Chieves I house. 23 

1 
Crawford I s division was the first V Corps unit to retire from 

H~~tcher Run,taking the road be.ck to Fort Cwnmings. By 10:30 Egan 1s 

land Crawford I s troops were out of sight, so ·warren notified Parke that 
24 

he was ready to recall Griffin 1 s division. 

I Chief of Staff HlL~phreys at 6:45 a.m. had notified Parke that he 

I 
was to be prepared to withdraw during the morning into the entrenchments 

from which his IX Corps had rr..arched on the 27th. Either Heade I s head-

I quarters or \·.farren .. :ouJ.ci notify Parke when to retire, as he ,~as to pull 

back simultaneously with the V Corps. Should Parke not require his artil-

1 25 
lery to cover his retrograde, it could precede him. 

1 
.· Acknowledging Humphreys ' 

batteries had accompanied his colu...11U1s, one was ~~th Potter at Hawks' and 

communication, Parke announced that two 

I the other in. Ferrero I s. rear at Watkins 1 • Orders ri.ad been given for all 

26 
wheeJ.ed vehicles to stc.rt • for the rear. 

I Pc.rke I s people had spent the afternoon a.ncl evening of the· 27th erect­

Willcox 1 s division on the left ha._d dug in within 250 

I 
ing breasbrorks. 

y;:;.,-d:::-of the fortific.s.tions held by Heth I s division. Some of the blue-
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'o.cted skirnd.shers had adve.nced..,,to the slashed timber frontin.tlhe Rebels' 

Irk~. On Willcox's left, Hartranft' s battle -1:Lne was in contact with 

i~cke1 1 s briga.de of. Griffin I s dj_vision. While Hartranft I s troops were 

J_gii.ng in, the 51 st Pennsylvania held the picket line. H2.rtr2n.ft at 

tsk had recalled the Pennsylvanians, a11d each regiment was made respon­

sible for m2.nning the line of outposts to its. front. Colonel. ::Outcheon, 

' • ' orJ_gaae was in position on Hartr~nft I s right, learm;,d. from Colonel 

111
a.rch at 2 p.m. that_the 2d Michigan was nearly out of cartridges. The 

'0th Ohio was advanced and relieved the 2d Nichiga.n on the skirmish line. 

In the extrerr.e left, soldiers of the 2d Michigan had penetrated so deeply 

into the felled timber_ that it was impossible for them to retire by day-

Along toward. da.rk,Confcde:r-a.tes frol'!1. Davis' Nississippi Brigade 

(

de a sortie and captured these :r;eople. Willcox 1 s 3d BrigEade, HcLaughlen's, 

.d been held in reserve till 5 p.m. HcLaughlen at that hour shifted one 

l;ing to Wilkins I to cover the 34th New York Battery, and the other to 

right to constitute a reserve to Ferrero's Negro Division. 27 

I · Their t,roops were a greater distance from the Confederates than 

the 

■lillcox-t.s,· so there was little activity along Fe·rrero's and Potter's 

"icket line$. Large fatigue parties were kept employed throughout the 

r.fternoon ~nd well into the night slashing timber and opening roads. 
28 

At 11 a.m. on October·2g Griffin and Willcox, whose divisions were 

Jer.,arated from the. Confederate fortifications by several hunc!.red yards 

j- • of timber-streT,-m ground., prepared to retire. Brea..l<ing contact with an 

j. 1,.ggressive foe, such as the Arrrr, of Northern Virgl.nia, can be a difficult 

, ltc.sk. To concec.l their intentions; Griffin and Willcox J,,2.d their brigade 

I conr;i.anders push skir.rnishers up against the slashings. The Confederates 

I lz.t d2.ybre2.k had rushed. the outposts held by Griffin I s :Le.ft fl2nk brige.clt 
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I 
(le.gory's), but they had been repulsed. 

no difficulty in wi thdrawi.ng Gregory's and 

Griffin on the left enclntered. 

Sickel 1s units. 

I A dark and stormy night ha.d compelled General Hampton to suspend his 

atte.ck, shortly after Butler's division on the left ar.d Rooney Lee's on 

ti right' had established contact. Hampton told Lee and Butler to pick.et 

tr:i.r fronts and be prepared to resume the fight 1td.th the II Corps at da;y­

brec.k. 

I Hampton a.11d Heth met in the rain to perfect their plans for the next 

d,,y. A pla.n for joint-c.cti en h2.ving been. agreed to, Hampton returned to· 

Is command post. One of Heth' s aides rode u_1::. at J :30 a .m., cL"ld told the 

lvalr.1 leader that his general had been une.ble to get the reinforcements 

he had anticipated. Consequently,. Heth '1-.0uld not be able to co--operate 

f th the cavalry. 

Daybreak revealed to Hampton and ·his troopers tha.t the II Cor~•S had 

liven them the slip. Several hours. passed before Hampton was able to 

lrganize a pursuit. Wnen • the Confederate horsesoldiers moved out, Dear..: 

• ing' s brigade took the lead. A short distance beyond Dabney' s Hill on 

, f he r oe.d to Armstrong I s, Dearing I s vanguard clashed. -.,.,:i th Walsh rs troopers. 

I The bluecoats were chased across Hatcher Run. 

: I General Griffin sent his reserve b:rigade, Bartlett 1s, to cope with 
I . • 

I rhis threat. Bartiett deployed his footsoldiers to the left atd right 

of Dunccn road, advanced the 1st Michigan a.n<lthe 118th Per~~sylvania as 

ls:;dn,·ishers, m1d w-?.ited for the butternuts. Dearing's trto_pers crossed 

· Hatcher Run at Armstrong's. 

I line, Dearing called a halt. 

But on sighting Bartlett's y.~iting battle 

After soz,~e harmless skirrni.shing at extreme 

melted back into the pines out of 1th.ich thE:y had ., rar:ges, the Confederates 
. 20 • 
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1 

The V Corps, upon Dearing I s retirement) returned to its camps by way 

, of Dtu1can and Squirrel Level roads, without further adventure. 

I Willcox's division was as$igned the task of covering the IX Corps 1 

reti:i:·ement. Cutcheon I s brig2.d e extended to the · right and relieved 

I Ferrero' s out posts.. As soon 2.s his skirmishers reported to their units, 

Ferrero put his di vision in 

I skirmish line posted behind 

motion for Fort Cummings. Covered by a strong 

the barric2.des, Willcox's brigade ccran-2.nd.ers 

I retired their units a short distar:.ce and re-formed them into line of b2.t­

t1e. The pickets then pulled back. Over.on the left, -while Hartranft's 

I battle line ,,;as in Watkins' field and his skirm.ishers • in Clements 1 .field, 

Davis' Yi.ssissippians ch2..rged over the abaD.doned breastv;orks with wild 

I 11Re'oel Yells. ,i They) hc;;-ev;;,r) chose not to press their advantage. 

I Continuing the retrograde) Willcox next_ drew up his troops near the 

aba.ndoned Rebel Redoubt. and waited till the V Corps I rear guard) Walsh I s 

I cavalry, had. filed up Squir:rel Level road. Meanwhile, General Potter had 

1 
pulled his troops out of the newly erected works, posting Colonel John 

Curtin 1·s brigade, supported by a section of the 19th New York Battery, a 

I short distance west of Fort CwJ;J1Li.ngs. As soon as the V Corps i;ras out of 

the 11:ay) Willcox's troops ·withdrew into the fortified zone out of which 

I they ha.d·advanced the previous day. Curtin's infantrymen., as soon-as 

I. 

I 
\•;HJ.cox's skirmishers had p-3.ssed, followed. By 6 p.i:n., October 28) Parke 

. . ·JO 
h2.d a.11 his troops in their old positions .•and .his_ picket· 1ine,. re-estc1.blished. 

I The last bluecoats (not counting 11rcunded and stragglers) to leave the 

an::2. about Burgess' Ei11 were 70 Iii.en of the 1st Hi.nnesota and the 7th 

-I E:i..chj_gan. They had r,:,2..n.ned the picket line in the woods between \'ihite 

I 
I 

O<'~k 2.nd ph.nk roads. At daybreak it was discovered that all their com­

x·c'.dc:; h2.d gone. Captain James C. Farwell of the 1~-t N:innesota, as senior 
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I 
officer present, took charge. He 

I after Hampton I s horsesoldiers • ha~ 

------------------------

-and his me:'1 remeined_ undercover till 

moved out_in pursuit of the II Corps. 

ICrcssing the field north of l•~s. Rainey 1 s on the double, the Yanks :made 

• for the pines between Quz.ker and D2.bney' s Kill roeds. Avoiding roe.ds 

lwherever possible, Far-,1ell and his men headed southeast, and succeeded 

in regaining the Union lines by way of Rear!'.s' Station. In :making there 

I get;;r,,,;ay, the footsoldiers twice clashed -r,,,i.th roving mounted Con.federate 

31 
li:;atrols. 

I 
General Welson Miles on the evening of October 27 ordered out b;ro 

lcombat patrols. These groups were to probe the Confederate defenses to 

I their -front to ascertain if the Rebel generals were withdrawing men to 

oppose the Army of the Potomac 1 s drive toward the South Side Railroad. 

ICaptain Jeremiah Z. Bro-vm of the 148th Permsylvania v,lth 100 men moved 

out of the Union rifle-pits in front of_Fort Morton. About the same 

I time, 1.30 bluecoats led by Lieutenant Colonel Denis F ~ -Burke of the 88th 

I New York braced them.selves to ch2.rge the Rebel picket line at the chimneys, 

opposite Fort Sedgwick~ 
32 

I General Bushrod Johnson,_ ·whose di vision held the earthworks to Miles' 

front, had made several changes in his deployment. _ Brigadier General 

I William H. Wallace's South Carolina Brigade had been shifted to the right 

I 
to relieve King's ahd Harris' brigades of t-f.ahone•s division in the trenches. 

- Colonel Joh.ri T. Goode I s Virginia Brigade was called up from ·the reserve 

I to occupy the rifle-pits vacated by the South Carolinians. These changes 

left Johnson holding the sector from the-Appomattox to Battery No. JO. 
33 

I Unwittingly, ?-files hz.d selected. points to be probed that were held 
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I' 

I • r troops u.nfarniliar ;,;i.th their surroundings. Brow:--i and his Fennsy-J.v.ici.n~­

ians had only 40 yards to cover, after t}ley left the protection affos:-ded 

ly tr.eir .tre.cc~es, to reach their goa.1--David~~n's Ef.ttery. It was the 

hour for posting and relie 1ring sentries, so the division officer of the 

lay mistook the Yanks for pickets returning to the line. He p.e.ssed the 

,,o:rd. for his men to hold their fi:ce. 'I'roops posted in the rifle-pits in 

re.:::.r of the Crater he.d the impression that Brovm 2nd his Pen.nsylva.11ians 

l;ere deserters coming over to their sid.(;l. A. light fire, however, ~s. 

or,ened bv the butternuts stationed in the rifle-pits to the right end 

l~ft of ~avidson 1s Ba.tter:l-

I 
through the chevau.x--de--fri s~. 

With their axes, the Federals in the me2.ntime had opened a passage 

Press:ing quickJ.y on, they entered the 

Jattery, capturing four officers and 13 enlisted men of the 37th and 

47th Vi:r:ginia. The Confederates now realized that they J:i.ad been rois­

ltaken. • A savage counterattack was launched by one of Goode 1s regiments 

. lfrom the sou.thwest. Before Hiles had a chance to· take advantage of the 

success scored by Brown 1s :ratrol, the butte:r.nuts had recovered Davidson's 

I Battery, taking 1 5 prisoners. 
3L, 

It was 10 p.m. when Burke's patrol charged the Confederate line of 

I outposts ~rest of the Rives Salient. The "intense darkness and rain 11 

I covered the bluecoats 1 advance, and they carried about 200 yards of 

picket line held by ti:ie Holcombe South Carolina Legion, capturing eight 

I Southerners. ~•Jhereupon, the Confede.!'ate ar.till.ery opened along the en­

tire front. The Union cannoneers replied. A furious cannonade ensued, 

I h.::,ting for about JO minu.tes. Covered by this bombardment, General 

I \i:.:,llc,ce orgs.nized a 200-man detachment .from the Legion and the 18th 

Sodn C2-roJ.i.n3.. Headed by Captain A. V .. Brown of the Legion, the 
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I 
loluntee~s· advanced to recover the line of outposts. The South Carolin­

ians cautiously approached to within 20 or 30 yards of· the picket line 

lr:d then charged, recovering the works and 11capturing 14 prisoners, with 

their arms and accouten1ents) and a s~all lot of intrenching tools. 11 
35 

I i--Iiles' t,.,i.n thrusts against Johnson's division had immediate and 

-

·;,.f.iorta:1-::. repercussions, General Hill, ,mo had been willing to increase 

1 .1,. • l "' J..I ' l t .J.. • • • .., 1 , , .... l , ~i ::e s v:rengtn _o:i.. . et.n s s vrlKJ.ng .rorce, now ne.c. a cne.nge 01 neart. 1fo 

leinforc;3ments would be forthcoming, an~ Hampton and Heth ~;-ould have to 

forego the joir1t infantry-cavalry attack on 'the II Corps scheduled for 

l2.ybreak on the 28th. Indeed, Hill w2.s so alarmed for the saf~ty of the 

'ector held by Johnson I s di vision that orders were issued recalling 

La.hone and the three brigades with ·which he hc:.d m2.rched to meet the 

lederals. 
36 

Under the cover of darkness, Heth ?ad recalled the four infantry 

lrig2.des that had crossed Ha.tc~er Run to· carry the fight to the Jl.rwy of 

rhe Potow..ac. Two of the brigades (EacF..ae\s and W~isiger 1 s) retired in 

considerable disorder. When }'.ajor J. R. Lewelle.n mustered the 12th· 

lirginia, he found that he had lost 3 killed, 13 wounded, and 76 mis$-

37 ing and presumed to be prisoners. One of ¥,acRae's veterans recalled, 

l1'1'he affair at Burgess I Hill was marred by the misunderstanding of his 

I
. rders by an officer- in high rank, by which he failed to reinforce as 

38 
instructed" our .brigade, thereby causing us to suffer a heavy loss. 

I Ne:'riS that the II Corps had stolen a march on Hampton and Heth, 

c2.uscd Hill to fret. He feared that unless :Hahoneroarched rapidly, 

lne Federals ·wouJ.d effect such a concentration in front of Johnson's 

l;ector tha.t the:r r,,'buld be able to score a breakthrough. Sergeant Sale 

rq.:Gr·ted. th,'c. t his brigade, along with Harris I and King I s, hurried b.s.ck 

f '· l 
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I 
--~ ~ur 11old positions • 11 

lna1:, the enemy had attacked in addition to ouJ:' right, our extreme left~ 

-It 'l'iaS discovered 110n get ting to our· old ph'.c<:", 

lr:o. !?.lso on the Baxter road, but were defeated in all their attempts. 

So ends another 10n to Richmond. 1 11 
39 

I The Army of the Potomac listed its casualties in the battle of the 

~J-~von a~ l 
•-·r,"- Pl ' Road ·as 166 ·killed, 1,028 wounded, and 56l:- m1ssing., Of 

nese, the 11 Corps had lost the lion 1 s. shan::~-~99 killed, 539 woundsd, 

420 
. . L,.O 

nussing. • Confederate casualties were never completely re-

ported .. The Union provost-.ma:rshal reported that 530 Confederate pri­

foners from Weisiger 1s, Cooke:s, and HE.cRae's brigades 11,ere sent in by 

the II Corps, while 1Lf8 soldiers ( all f:com Weisiger I s brigade, except 

lor a few straggler·s from Cooke's brigade) had ~een turned over to his 

41 
teople by the. V Corps. Twenty Rebel cavalrymen had also been counted, 

Thus ended the most ambitious of the Union attempts in the auturr.n 

lor 1864 to outflank the Rich.--:nond-Petersbu.rg line. It closed w:_i_ th a 

Many soldiers hoped that this would be the last 
·-. I

Confederate victory. 

• great battle in this sector for the year, because of the weather, which had 

lbeen mild and. open in October, becarr,e uncertain with the opening of Novem­

ber. 

I It should have been apparent by now to. Grant and Meade that by 

sending columns out 

1 li.ne th2.t they were 

to threaten the flanks of the Richmond-Petersburg 

playing into General Lee's hands. &ch time that 

lit was tried, the Cor~federates used th&ir entrencru-nents to hold the 

}'0de1·als to their front in check with a conp;:_;_ratively small force, 11;hile 

I they concentrated against the flarJdng column a sufficient force to buf-

fcL it back, or at least I -,,, cripple its advance. 
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