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Located on
the Puerco Ruin is mid-way between the Petrified Forest and Painted

Desert pations of the Park., First discovered by Walter Hough of the U.S,
National Museum in the spring of 1901, the ruin was described by Hough in
Harper's Magazine for March 1902 as "a fine ruin, one hundred and fifty
feet square, well laid out, and exhibiting on the rocks below it as inter-
esting a picture-gallery of the ancient petroglyphs as one might hope to
find" Shortly after discovery, other visitors, including naturalist John
Muir, while dopping to see the petrified logs and formations of the area,
excavated relics from the site. The ruin layout is in the form of a rec-
tangular compound with domestic rooms forming the sides and kiva structures
in the.open,plaza.
hundred separate rooms, of which 25 have been excavated as well as three
kivas, ., These excavatigns were accomplished by Cosgrove in 1934 (3 rooms),
Schroeder and Vivian in 1957/58 (7 rooms and 1 kiva), and Jennings in 1967
(15 rooms and 2 kivas), Walls and other features have been stabilized for
preservation, Interpretative signing and trails relate cultural signifi-
cance to visitors. Nearby are groups of petroglyphs on boulders and a
paved trail leads to overlook near the rock art panels.

The ruin compound is roughly oriented north-south and is approximately
150 x 250 feet. Excavations within rooms forming the southern side of the
site show a room block two rooms deep with only interior doorways. From
the southwest corner extending northward, eight excavated rooms show a sim-
ilar pattern, At the mnortheast corner of the compound, 3 contiguous
rooms and two kivas were excavated. A third excavated kiva in the north-
west corner of the plaza area. As no wall openings such as doorways for
‘access into the plaza or outside the compound have been found, ladder en-
trance. to.rooms is:suggested. . Generally.the excavated:artifacts were few
for the number of room investigated: Food preparation tools in fragmentary
form, ..charred :corn kernels, beans, and pumpkin, and storage pits.indicate
sufficient agricultural production, probably utilizing floodplain fields
néar the Puerco River, Only one human burial has been found: the disarti-
culared bones of an adolescent were found within a vent shaft of one of the
kivas. Wind-blown sands and other deposits plus the sparseness of arti-
facts indicates a slow abandonment of the ruin, probably by family groups,
who may have moved to a village site (STONE AX PUEBLO) near

No tree~ring

specimens for dating have been found and chronological placement of Puerco

Ruin (1250 to 1350 AD) relies on pottery dated elsewhere._
Thls 1andmark area is a ‘ .

Apparently of one storey, the ruin may contain over one
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Major significant aspects of Puerco Rulns and Petroglyphs 1nclude the follow

ing:

200 persons,
the Stone Axe Ruin,

latest occupation by these people prior to their abandonment of the region
in the late 15th Century. The latter ruin has been vandalized and is in

1. JThlS pueblo represents the only time- that the Anasazi 1nhab1tants of

the Park region banded together into a dense single settlement! of 100 to
(it is the largest pueblo site within Park boundarleéDand with

poor condltlon for research purposes.

2. vThe site illustrates the successful adaptation to the Puerco River
Valley by village farmers during a time of climatic stres%)whlch was wide-
spread in northern Arizona. Such stress and other factors may have been
the reason for coalesing populations into large pueblos.
local natural resources by the people is shown by bone of hunted animals,
collection of quartz grains for temper in locally made pottery, and rock
types (petrified wood and sandstone) for tools-amnd building. :-

3. The architectural layout and components of the site - kivas and room
blocks - offeri.a.l4th.centuvy examplée:of the PuébloIII:peériod compound * :
pueblo to which excavated sites elsewhere in the Little Colorado River
drainage may ‘be compared. Many of these sites have been nearly -completely-
excavated or destroyed after excavation by road construction but the Puerdo

Ruin has been protected, i v

4, Great research potentlal exists in the unexcavated portlons of the
site,’ Particularly, cultural and natural deposits might offer paleoclimatic
data of the 13th and 14th Centuries when serious ecological changes were
occurring. These resources and the architectural units of the site now
buried may show different patterns than those already known for the site.

It is likely that understanding of social and spacial organizatién - of the
people could be determined by future research which may not be then possible

[oor.

in the few contemporaneous sites on unprotected lands.

5. The nearby petroglyphs offer another type of activity by the village
farmers and as a cluster, may be compared and contrasted to other major
Destruction of rock art panels, once common
in the Little Colorado River-Puerco River valleys, is widespread. .-

6. The excavated materials from the site indicate that during the 13th
and l4th Centuries, the Park region inhabitants had firmly established
cultural ties to peoples north of present-day Winslow and also within the

That the Park region was on

panel groups within the Park,

present Hopli Reservation, but not to the east.
a shifting cultural frontier for many centuries, terminating in the l4th

Century:. with affiliations to the northwest,

matérials.

is evident from Puerco Ruin

,» represents the

Utilization of
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8. Significance (continued)

7. The site was the first to receive attention from professional
archaeologists and the Federal Government. Interest in it and others con-
tributed to the preservation of the geological and scenic features by
Executive Order.
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