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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Along in the Painted Desert District of the Park, are
terraces and talus slopes formed by large boulders.of local rock types.
These rocks often have dark patina surfaces which may be removed to show a
lighter, unweathered rock color. Although this area of the Park has not
anéimely surveyed by archaeologists, numerous clusters of boulders

been inig
showing pecked designs -~ petroglyphs - are shown on modern maps, One clus-

ter is located on boulders and in-place
terrace faces of a small ‘erosion remmnant

This mesa-like remnant is an elongated. form about
- Especially along the southern talus slope and edge

are concentrations of petroglyphs and several small unexcavated pueblo rulns
On vertical, sloplﬂg,‘and horizontal surfaces of rock patina, perhaps
thousands of de31gn units may be seen, in varying degrees of distinctness,
Curvilineal elements, geometrlc@unlta;”—ecognlzable amphibians and reptiles,
quadraped animals, human-like de31gns'fand hand prints are common classef
of pecked motifs, Most are not connected with another but are in isolation
although ofiten only a short distance apart., A few seem to be purposefully
associated with each .other either by connecting lines or by apparent posi-
tion. Some are difficult to see because of obscuring '"desert varnish" or
weathering condition which darkens the light codiordd exposed rock surface.
These may be older than more distinct, newer desigfis. The unexcavated
small ruins appear to be of the general Pueblo II period, about 900-1200 AD,
and the petroglyphs might date to the same period. While it is difficult
to date a cluster of petroglyphs, the desigih units used here are similar
to ones dated for the period elsewhere in northern Arizona and many are
similar to Newspaper Rock, also within the Park. The nearby small ruins
may or ‘may not -beé “édntémporanieous with the petro 1,phs. > ;

The enV1ronment of

the locallty is characterized by the starkness of terraln, vividness of
fiatutal ‘rdckénd ‘garth colors, and apparent absence of moistire, BUAttH ©
approximately 5400 feet above sea level, the region is a high elevation
sefii ~drid¢ déSert, but habitable for mammdlsy;ohémans, and other life forms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Aspects of local significance relative to the Painted Desert Petroglyphs

and Ruins are the following:

1. The association of small pueblo settlements with petroglyph panels
which show considerable variety of design elements. As petroglyph making
is a cultural activity very different from those activities represented by
a habitation site - a pueblo -~ evidence of both activities together may
make research more meaningful and mutually beneficial.

2. These panels represent a potential for a number of studies; animal
depiction, similarity of rock art elements to design units on pottery oxr
basketry, or comparisons between widely separated clusters of panels for
"example., If some petroglyphs have ritual or ceremonial significance, as
is known for some ethnographic examples, some conception of ritual behav-
ior by ancient peoples of the area might be gained.

3. The Holbrook-Painted Desert area of Northern Arizona is rich in rock
art but vandals and collectors are destroying many panels. Those clusters
within the Park may be some of the best preserved.and protected suxviving.
panels in the future.

4. As the ancient native inhabitants of .the,Park. apparently were .of two
different cultural origina - first from southern Arizona and later from
the Anasazi tradition of northern Arizona - petroglyphs.of each time period
and each cultural. group might be discerned and studied separately. '

5. Since the Anasazi peoples within the Park occupied various settle-
ments over a length of time, perhaps as much as several centuries, changes
in their petroglyph style may be studied from the numerous panels preserved
within the Park. Such studies carried out elsewhere have been important
contributions to understanding of the Anasazi development, terminating
with today's Pueblo Indlan communities such as Hopi, Zuni, and New Mexico

pueblos,
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