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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fjf/mown) PH YSI C AU APPEARANCE

large boulder called Newspaper Rock, which seems covered with designs, is

MMk of the section house location of Adamana. Long known to visitors, the 
Newspaper Rock and associated petroglyphs is probably the largest cluster 
of design panels and isolated units in the Park and probably one of best 
concentrationsin the tittle ColoradofePuerco Ralver valleys.

A great variety of design elements may be found; geometric units in 
curvelinear and rectilinear styles, quadradpeds - ofte:ii with unusti>al char- 
acteris^ics, fillexd^i;rl;4iscs with a-ttached lines, human or animal foot and 
hand prints, human forms done in stick-man style, birds, lizard and snake* 
like creatures, and iSUiBeiEOiUs lij^^AfesjiD(rae;zig-zag and others as meandering 
scallops. The range of design elements* is great but repetition of many 
elements gives a false impression of variety. Dark or weathered surfaces 
of large sandstone boulders were removed by pecked and incising to reveal 
the contrasting lighter rock color beneath. Some petroglyphs are faint, 
either from being of greater age or from being located on an easily weath 
ered surface. Some elements are superimposed over others but for the most 
part, the units are not connected. .Newspaper Rock itself appears to have 
all suitable surfaces filled with designs but other large boulders do not 
present as filled surfaces.

Although some small sites are recorded for the Haystacks locality about 
^HHBHBHHHHHHL little or no cultural materials are associated with 
the petroglyphs or Newspaper Rock.

A Short loop, road leads"td the Newspaper Kfcc k spot and a paved trail 
and stairs guide the visitor to the rock. Interpretative signing inform 
visitors of possible meaning and significance of'these petroglyphs.

The landmark-is composed of a parcel as follows: From- : the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : ' ......

The regional significance of Newspaper Rock and associated petroglyph pan 
els is as follows:

1. Although the Little Colorado and Puerco River valleys are known 
to contain numerous petroglyph localities, some of which are indicated on 
USGS maps, destruction, removal, obliteration,and disfigurement is wide 
spread. The preservation of petroglyph clusters as examples of prehistoric 
native American expression is vital and such clusters within Federal Lands 
may well be the best intact examples for future visitors.

2. Newspaper Rock and nearby panels represent the largest number of 
separate units and largest petroglyph concentration within the Park. In 
such spots, a different cultural activity is presented than those activities 
represented by a habitation site - a pueblo or pithouse village. Interpre 
tative value of these petroglyph clusters has long been recognized by the 
Service and visitors alike.

3. The research potential of Newspaper Rock and its-neighboring 
boulders is great. Examples of these potentials include comparative 
studies within the Park and to rock art localities elsewhere in the northern 
Arizona area, chronological studies within the development of human occupa 
tion of the Park area, design unit studies to note^similarities to-pottery, 
textile, and basketry expressions, or studies to identify possible social 
organization as in the ethnographic parallel of Hopi clan symbols pecked 
on rock surfaces. Important research questions may thus be answered by 
utilizing the potential cultural meanings of the designs.
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