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Pigeon's Ranch from .the East, 1880 ?hoto by Ben Wittick 
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Pigeon's Ranch along the Santa Fe Trail, 1880 

?hot:o by B~n Wittick. 
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•I I. INTRODUCTION 

This re!?ort is the result of a feasibility st-:idy 

I conducted to determine the appropriate designation and 

I· :.lse of Pigeon's Ranch as a c:..iltural facility at the 

Glcrieta ?ass Bao:tlefield National Historic·. Landmark. 

I 7he site consists of 10.2 acres owned by Jennifer Donald 

I 
on the west side of the Old ?ecos Highway approximately 

one mile south of the Glorieta interchange on Interstate 

I 25. A tJrree acre r-ortion of this site is protected by a 

historic and cultural resource easement granted to the 

I State of ~ew Mexico. The study was performed for the 

Historic Preservation Division, Office of Cultural 

I Affairs of the State of New Mexico by Santa Fe Planning 

I .::l..ssoc ia ':es. Dr. John ? . Wilson, historic a ichaeologist 

and researcher, was retai:ied to perform archaeological 

I investigations. Dr. Wilson's repon:, as well as the 

I 
:-iumerous publications, ir:ter1iews and materials listed 

·.rnder sec-...ion X. SOURCES, was distilled by Santa Fe Planning 

I Associates to derive the conci~sions and recommendations 

?resented herein. 

I The Civil War Battle of Glorieta Pass which took 

I 
olace on and in the vicini~y cf Pigeon's Ranch, has been 

cal led "the Gettysburg of the West". Its significance 

I li'=s in the fact that it was here in March, 1862, that 

':~e Confederate thr .. 1st at:. Fort Union and the Colorado 

I ::old: ielcs was put to a dramatic halt, resulting in the 

I 
I 
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retreat of Confederate forces southward, and ultimately 

the abandonment of Confederate schemes to cut off the 

western United States from the Union. Remains of the 

structures which stood at the time of the battle include 

a three room adobe building and various foundations and 

wall sections, both visible and subsurface. 

The issues explored by this study :nclude .~he · 

relative historical and cul::\:.icil significance of t.he 

site, it's context within the state and local environs, 

and its context within the statewide system of cultural, 

historic and recreational resources. Also explored are 

preservation, interpretation and facility development 

is~ues, the proximity of ::he State highway and its 

affect upon the stability of the sr.ructures, site 

specific land use considera~:ons, and ~he economic 

feasibility of implementing ::he recommendations proposed. 

The summary of conclusions and reccmrnendations also. 

incL1des suggestions for further study to optimize the 

management of the site as a c:.il tural resource to ~he 

citizens of New Mexico. 
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II. HISTORICAL REVIEW 

I 

The site known as "Pigeon's Ranch" is situated 

eighteen miles southeast of Santa Fe, midway through the 

Glorieta Pass. The ranch was a stage and rest stop for 

travelers along the Santa Fe Trail. It is not clearly 

documented when the ranch ·,.;as first built, but some 

documentation does suggest that in 1843 a Frenchman 

named Alexander Pigeon settled on the abandoned northwest 

'corner of the Pecos Pueblo Grant, along the road to 

Santa F~. In 18 51-5 2 Pigeon purchased the land grant 

now known as the Alejandro Valle Grant: He built a 

tradinq post and home, the remains of which are the 

subject of this study. Pigeon was a native of Carondelet, 

County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, who began to 

speculate on land in New Mexico as well as in his native 

state·. He later adopted the surname "Valle", and all 

reference to him on future documents ref erred to him as 

Alejandro "Valle", "Vale" or "Valley". 

A claim filed against the U.S. Government by 

Alejandro Valle in 1870-71 for damages to this house and 

ranch caused by the 1862 Civil War battles has produced 

a clearer picture of Pigeon's Ranch than had previously 

been recorded. It is in that document that two prominent 

New Mexicans testified that they had known Alejandro 

Vaile since 184 3. In testimony from Donaciano Vigil it 

can be·· ascertained that the house and ranch were in 

operation in 1860. 

1 , 
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"I frequently visited his House and Ranch at 
La Glorietta near said village of Pecos during 
the years A.O. 1860, 1861, 1862 and 1863, 
where he Kept a House of entertainment for 
travellers and the public, and also Kept and 
furnished forage and supplies to United States 
Troops, and trains of transportation; that he 
also Kept and furnished forage and supplies to 
all ·trains requiring the same, whether for 
Public service, or for private indi victuals." 

The series of events which led to the ranch's fame 

and abuse are well documented in various writings. In 

186 l, ·,.,hen the "War Between the States" broke out, the 

Union Troops stationed in Texas joined the Confederacy. 

Under the command of Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley, 

the Texas Confederates planned to march through New 

Mexico and on to Denver, to capture gold shipments 

coming out of the Colorado Rockies, but more importantly 

to separate the Far West from the rest of the Union. 

This would have enabled the Confederacy to attempt 

conquest and possession of California, allowing the 

Confederacy access to the Pacific Coast. 

The first step in the pl~n was the invasion of New 

~exico by a brigade of 2500 Texas Mounted Rifleman 

commanded by Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley. He 

organized his troops in San Antonio, Texas during the 

summer of 1861, and by the fall, they had marched to El 

Paso where General Sibley assumed command of Fort Bliss. 

i 3 
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By February of 1862, they arrived near Fort Craig in New 

Mexico with about 3, 000 men, and clashed with nearly 

4,000 Union Troops under Colonel E. R. S. Canby. 

Confederate victory at the "Battle of Valverde", as it 

was called, allowed the Confederates to continue their 

march north to Albuquerque and Santa Fe with little 

resistance. Sibley's forces ?repar2d to take Fort 

Union, north of Las Vegas, on their march to Colorado. 

Perhaps it was the improbable ease with which the Sibley 

forces had gained their first minor objectives which led 

to ~~e eventual ?athetic demise of ~he Confederate plan. 
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Up until the battle at Glorieta Pass, the southern 

brigade had met little resistance from the enemy. 

However, Governor William Gilpin of Colorado, sensing 

the ominous portent of the Confederate forces in 

Colorado, hastily formed a regiment of volunteers and 

sent them south on a forced ;narch to strengthen the 

Uniori forces at Fort Union and to turn back the invading 

Texans. The Colorado volunteers arrived at Fort Union 

March 11 , 1862. 

On March 22, 1862, under the 

John B. Slough, a Union brigade of 

command of Colonel 

1,342 men left Fort 

Union to meet the Confederate force of some 1, 100 men 

under the command of Lieutenant Colonel W. R. Scurry. 

The Union forces consisted of the First Colorado 

Infantry, a battalion of :he Fifth U. S. Infantry, a 

battery of four guns (two 12 pour.ders and two 6 pounders) 

and a battery of four 12 pound mountain howitzers. Th~ 

Union forces :narched 50 miles southwest of Fort Unio!l 

and reached Bernal Springs on March 25, 1862. 

At the same time, part of the Fifth Texas Infantry 

had passed through Santa Fe, under the· command of Major 

Charles L. Pyron, on their way towards Glorieta Pass 

where Major Pyron expected to meet up with the Seventh 

Texas Infantry and part of the Fourth Texas Infantry 

;_inder Lieutenant Colonel W. F. Scurry, then camped in 

Galisteo. The plan was :or -che combined Confederate 

forces to march forward to take Fort Union. 
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The night of March 25, 1862, Major Chivington of 

the Colorado Volunteers and a force of 418 men camped 

five miles east of Pigeon's Ranch. The morning of March 

2 6, 1862, Chi vington' s advance guard captured a Con­

federate picket force from Major Pyron's force, at 

Pigeon s Ranch. Pyron was simultaneously entering the 

west end of Glorieta Pass with · f:Jur companies of the 

Fifth Texas Infantry. 

Chivington' s forces continued westward hoping to 

meet the Confederate forces which they surmised would 

not be far away. 

The opposing forces met at Apache Creek where 

fighting ensued for several hours. The Confederate 

forces ~ere pushed back through Apache Canyon to 

Johnson's Ranch at the western end of Glorieta Pass. 

With night approaching, Chivington feared his forces 

were not prepared to meet the main Confederate forces 

which he assumed were approaching from the west. 

Chivington withdrew to the east back to Pigeon's Ranch 

and then farther east to Kozlowski's Ranch. 

On March 27, 186 2, the Confederate forces under 

Lieutenant Colonel Scurry (who had been camped irt 

Galisteo) joined Major Pyron's forces at Johnson's Ranch 

while the Union forces under Colonel Slough joined 

Chivingtcn's forces at Kozlowski's Ranch. 

The morning of March 28, 1862, the Confederate 

forces adv_anced eastward· through Glor ieta Pass leaving 
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200 men behind to guard the supply wagons. Under 

·Colonel Slough, Union forces advanced westward at the 

same time through the pass leaving behind Major Chiving­

ton and a force of 400 men. Slough ordered Chivington 

to cross the mountains south of the pass to locate the 

Confederate's rear flank. Chivington's forces entered 

the mountains two miles west of Kozlowski's Ranch while 

Slough and the balance of the Union forces headed west · 

to meet the Confederate forces~ The opposing forces met 

approximately 300 yards west of Pigeon's Ranch a~ mid­

morning, March 28, 1862. After furious fighting 

including hand-to-hand combat in Glorieta Creek, Slough 

prilled back ~o Pigeon's Ranch with the Confederate 

forces occupying Slough's earlier position. The battle 

raged and again Slough withdrew his forces east er 

Pigeon's Ranch. Meanwhile, Major Chivington's forces 

being guided by Lieutenant Colonel Manuel Chavez of the 

New Mexico Volunteers had traversed the mountains to the 

south and reached a bluff above Johnson's ranch where 

the Confederate supply waqons were being guarded. After 

minimum resistance, the Union forces prevailed decimating 

the supply force. They burned 80 waqons containing 

amn\uni ti on, food, clothing, for age and medical supplies, · 

and destroyed horses and mules. After the Union forces 

spiked the lone Confederate howitzer and rounded up 17 

prisoners, they headed back to Kozlowski' s Ranch over 

the mountains again being guided by Lieutenant Colonel 

Chavez. 

1 7 
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According to testimony given by Donaciano Vigil, 

Pigeon's Ranch in 1862 was an operating farm while the 

main structure served as a place of entertainment and 

rest for travelers on the Santa Fe Trail, somewhat 

similar in concept to today's motels. 

Though Alejandro Valle sold his ranch in 1865, he 

sought r el ief in 1870-71 from the U. S. Government for 

damages and destruction to his property sustained during 

the battle. The ranch was actually used by bot:h the 

Confederate and Union forces during the battle and both 

sides availed themselves of Mr. Valle's facilities and 

goods. Testimony given by Mr. Valle and one of his 

employees reveals losses of oxen, a horse, grain, 

molasses, whiskey and other supplies; and destruc~ion of 

structures, equipment and family possessions. In spite 

of various t estimonies from participants in the bat tie 

affirming Mr. Vall~'s claim, including Major Chivingtonj 

Donaciano Vigil and Manuel Chavez, the United States 

Government rejected the claim. 

The subsequent history of Pigeon's Ranch is ~nclear 

except for some brief descriptions which provide a few 

clues as to what the facility looked like. One account 

written in 1866 described ~he farm as "more than a mile 

in length" along the valley east of the ranch. Perhaps 

its major attribute was a well on the site with the next 

nearest well bei~g six miles away. 
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When word ot the destruction of the supply train 

was relayed to Lieutenant Colonel Scurry at the battle­

field to the east, Scurry immediately sent a truce flag 

to Slough seeking a cease fire. Slough accepted and the 

r;nion forces withdrew to Kozlowski' s Ranch. The 

Confederate forces stayed through the following day 

caring for the dead and wounded. With the loss of the 

supply train, the Confederat~ forces were forced to turn 

back to Santa Fe where they joined Brigadier General 

Sibley. Sibley, reportedly in Santa Fe during the 

battle, apparently never saw the battlefield. Conf ed­

erate forces continued a hasty retreat down the Rio 

Grande Valley back to Texas. They encountered a hostile 

native population and were hounded by Union forces not 

far behind. 

It is generally agreed by historians that neither 

side overwhelmed the other in this pi voi::.al battle for 

t'."le West. The battle in comparison to battles in the 

East, was more a skirmish, but the outcome was decisive 

in terms of larger issues. Had the Confederate forces 

prevailed at Glo~ieta Pass, they would most likely have 

gained momentum in their quest for Fort Union, the 

Colorado goldf ields and eventually the West. 

It can be argued however, that their progress would 

have been temporary at best and that at some point they 

would have been stopped, resulting in a larger and 

surely more costly retreat. 
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In 1888 a description of the Ranch building was as 

follows: 

" ... This place was along the Old Santa Fe 
Trail. On it was. a big adobe house about a 
hundred feet long with two wings of fifty or 
more feet, with a high adobe wall and stables 
in the rear. In the middle of the buildings 
was a patio in which were several trees; this 
had a porch on the three sides after the 
Mexican manner. Along the front of the house 
was a wide porch on ~he road". 

Another description around 1900 described the place in a 

like manner although showing signs of deterioration. 

" ... In the accompanying view is seen the 
principal structure, the rear.of which formed 
a kind of Asiatic Caravansary, where guests 
could lodge by themselves and eat their own 
meals. Beyond was a double corral for 
enclosing and protecting loaded wagons, and 
to it was attached sheds with stalls for 
draft horses and mules. Back of these, 
running up well into a ravine, was a strong 
adobe wall that surrounded a yard in which 
teams could also be kept and fed". 

The Ben Wittick photo collection of. the Museum of 

New Mexico shot in June of 1880 provides documentation 

of the appearance of the ranch with an accurate 

depiction of the exte~ior of the main house and 

assorted outbuildings. It is clear that at that: time 

the Ranch had suffered the ravages of time and the 

elements, while being used as a way station for 

travelers on the Old Santa Fe Trail. 

21 
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I III. SUMMARY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS 

I Initial compilation of · background material for the 

I 
feasibility study on Pigeon's Ranch began in August of 

1984. A critical aspect of the study is the archaeolo-

I' gical investigation which was performed by John P. 

Wilson, n istoric archaeologist and researcher. 1'he 

I. archaeological s~udy was limited to investigation of the 

I, 
physical extent, architecture and appearance of ~he 

site. No attempt was made to unearth artifacts or to . 

I determine the nature of the interiors of structures. 

The scope and budget for this feasibility study did ~ot 

I allow for a thorough archaeological research program. 

I 
Mr. Wilson's site investigations began on Noverr~er 16, 

1984 and his report was submitted in mid-December, 1984. 

I john Wilson s~udied readily available historical 

material including photographs, documents, books and 

'I. other sources listed in the notes and references at the 

I 
conclusion of his report (see X. SOURCES). He also 

conducted interviews and corresponded with previous 

1: owners and parties w~o have had some connection with the 

site. His on-s.i te investigations involved photography 

1· of existing conditions, measurement of observable 

1· features, probing and identification of founda~ion 

locations, single ~. , , 
rina~ ... y, test excavation and a 

I documenting confir~ed wall foundation locat~ons by 

;napping. 

I 
I 
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The methods employed gave sufficient information 

for an accurate determination of the original perimeter 

of the ranch. "The reconstructed outlines based upon 

the archaeological findings agreed very well with 

pictures of the site taken in 1880. It is not known 

whether the site had the same plan and outward appear­

ance at the time of· the Civil War since there is very 

little information from before 1880. 

The interior layout - the locations of rooms and 

wings is not well known. Future efforts might focus 

upon locating the interior walls and features. Histori-

. cal photographs and the few written descriptions give 

little assistance here, while a map by William Mahan* 

purportedly showed a number of excavated and projected 

foundations, some of which were inaccurately plotted or 

may not have been found. The Mahan map was an unreliable 

guide but useful as the only known document from the 

wall-trenching program carried out in November 1971. 

The extent of disturbanc~ caused by this work is 

unknown. Identifications of features and walls in the 

interior may be further complicated by the existance of 

several small buildings or sheds over that area as 

recently as the early 1970's. While Mahan removed the 

above-ground structures, their foundatio~s may still be 

in the ground. 

It is very doubtful that anything is left of t!1e 

original construction beyond some of the foundations and 

*Ranch owne~ during the early 1970's 
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what can presently be seen above ground. Very few wall 

foundations have survived on the eastern third of the 

site area. Although the perimeter walls and the rooms 

along the front had foundations of rock cobbles; it is 

not k:1own whether other interior walls were built in. 

this same way. Any walls that did not have foundations 

could probably not be located now. 

A reconstruction of Pigeon's Ranch as it appeared 

in 1880 is as follows. The basic plan was an enclosed 

patio with rows of rooms around all four sides. The 

front faced towards the sou th. There were two uni ts 

along the front, separated by a zaguan gate, with a 

continuous portico along the south side. The three­

room adobe building west of the gate is the only part of 

Pigeon's Ranch now intact. The row of rooms across the 

back side of the structure may or may not have extended 

far enough west to completely enclose the rear side of 

the patio. A narrow porch bordered this patio on three 

sides. All of the rooms had shed roofs. A corral with 

a stable at its west end adjoined the west end of the 

dwelling area. A gable-roof bu~lding stood On the north 

side of the corral. 

Pigeon's Ranch deteriorated or 

abandoned through the early 1900's. 

was· progressively 

The entire stable 

area at the west end of the corral was removed before 

1913 and a new wall was built across that end of the 

j 
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corral enclosure. Before 1925 practically all of . the 

old Pigeon's Ranch was removed except for the corral, a 

three-room building (converted to a gable roof) and an 

adobe ruin wall on the back part of the site area. 

Since then the basic appearance has been largely 

unchanged, other than from the effects of weathering."* 

Old Glorieta Stage Station on the Santa Fe Trail (Pigeon's Ranchi 

View from the Sou~hwest, circa 1885 

*Directly quoted frcm "Archaeological Investigations at 
Pigeon's Ranch, New Mexico " by John?. Wilson. 
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native varieties and introduc2d vari~ties which might be . 

ref~rred to as weeds. 

T~e most notable element of vegetation is the 

unusually tall juniper immediately behind the three room 

adobe. This tree can be seen in the earliest photos, in 

the patio space surrounded by buildings and is at least 

130 vears old. It was certainly standing at the time of 

the Ba~tle of Glorieta. 

Hvdrology. As described above under "Topography" 

Glorieta Cr2ek traverses about two-thirds of the site 

from the west and then crosses beneath the highway, 

continuing in a south . easterly course. The creek is 

perennial at least 80% of the time. The sewage treatment 

plant of the Glorieta Baptist Conference Center a couple 

of :nil-es northwest of Pigeon's Ranch drains into this 

stream. · The water table at the lower elevations at 

Pigeon's Ranch is estimated to be around 35' to 45' 

below :he surface. No ~ater can be seen in the "oldest 

well" just across the highway. Cn the upper ~ortions of 

the ,site, :he water table would vary and be affected 

substantiaily by the subsurface rock shelves · and 

fo:rma;:ions. Though the water table is relatively near 

t:he surface, a well producing water of good potable 

quality would probably have to extend substantially 

lower. 

Utilities. Both electrical power and telephone 

service is available to the site from lines along the 

south side of the highway. Surrounding land Jses are 
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IV. PHYSICAL CONTEXT - STATEWIDE AND 'LOCAL 

Pigeon's Ranch is located along the Santa Fe Trail 

about 18 miles from Santa Fe, where on the Plaza, the 

trail terminated. Today, access from Santa Fe is via I-

25 from the west, and f~om the Glorieta turn-off 

slightly over one mile along NM-SO to the site. See 

~ccal Vicinity Map, Figure 4. From ~he ~own of Pecos to 

the east, it is approximately 5 miies aiong NM-50 to the 

site. Just beyond Pecos, east of Pigeon's Ranch is 

Pecos National Monument and the Forked Lightning (Greer 

Garson's) Ranc:i. Pecos National Monument is not related 

to the Glorieta Battlefield historically, but from a 

tourist's sta~dpoint, information at one site should 

inform the traveler of the proximity of the oi:her 5ite 

since boi:h may be. found . along the 11 ~ mile alternate 

route which oasses through the town of Pecos between 

Giorieta and Rowe. The Forked Lightning Ranch ·was 

formerly Kozlowski's Ranch, the camp of the Union 

forces east of the battlefield site. Thus for historical 

cont2xi:, interpretive vicinity maps should show the 

relaLionship 8etween Pigeon's Ranch, ?orked Lightning 

(Kozlowski's) Ranch to t~e east and Canoncito 6 miles to 

the west. Cafloncito, in Apache Canyon, is the site of 

Johnson's ~anch which was used by the Ccnfederate for=es 

as a supply camp and was ambushed and destroyed by =he 

~nion £orces during the Civil War skir~ishes. 
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Locational maps should also show, on a statewide scale, 

the location of Fort Union 8 ~iles northeast along I-

25 near ~era. See Statewide Context Map, Figure 3. 

Union , soldiers assembled and marched from this important 

fort :c sa~tle at Glorieta. 

Tourists should learn cf the location of Fort Union 

at Pigeon's Ranch, and vice ~ersa, so that they may come 

to underst:and the relationship between the sites, and 

~ay take advantage of facilities at both locations. 

Another site connected historically to the above 

sites is Fort Craig, 37 miles south of Socorro, where 

the Confederate forces gathered, after entering New 

Mexico from Texas int~nding t:o detach the western 

portion of t:he United States f ram the C'nion. It was 

f =om ?ort Craig that the Confederate · forces marched 

~orthward along the Rio Grande to Albuquerque and S~nta 

Fe, and eventually to the battle at Glorieta. Fort 

Craig is on the National Register of Historic Places and 

the State Register of Cultural Properties. The ruins of 

the buildings are still standing. This site should also 

be i~terconnected with the others described in this 

section by. interpretive maps at each site. Thus a 

traveler making a leisurely and educational trip through 

New Mexico may trace the rout:es, and experience directly 

~he scale and ex~ent of the Civil .War maneuvers through­

out the Sca-c.e. 
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V. HIGHWAY LOCATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The one-story, three room adobe building, which is 

the most prominent feature of Pigeon's Ranch, is' the 

last b~ilding standing in New Mexico which was involved 

in the Civil War. It .is also one of the. two remaining. 

buildi~gs known to have been stops along the Santa Fe 

Trail. Due to its function along the old stage route, 

and the fact that the current State Road NM-SO follows 

the ori.ginal Santa Fe Trail very closely, this 'lery 

significant structure sits only 3 feet from the edge of 

the pavement. The speed of horse drawn vehicles did not 

pose a threat to ihe structure~ or to passengers. But 

the proximity of the paved highway has necessitated the 

constr-..:cr.ion of a guard rail along the highway edge, 

mainly for safety and · also to protect the historic 

buildi~g. In recognition of the significance as 9ar: of 

a National Historic Landmark of this struc~ure.and :he 

need to protect it from damage, the Federal Government 

authorized a seismic-hazard inspection of the site. The 

study was conducted by K. w. King and S. T. Algermissen 

in earl'/ 1984 and the resulting report was conveyed to 

both :~e State Highway Department and Historic ?reserva­

tion Division in May 1984. 

.:..:: addition to the strucc . .:.ra: s ta:Oi:. i za:.ion 

:neasi.lres described in Seci:ion VII of :::iis repcr~, :.he 

seismic st•.idy recommended several :r.easures wi :.i re~ard 
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to highway location and construction methods. The 

report reccmmended a· separation of at least 10 meters 

between t~e road and· the building, which would provide 

suf fici~nt protection from traffic vibr~tion if ihe road 

is buil:: ·,:;n a st:one;qravel base. It is further recorn­

:nended that the road ?e kept quite smooth, and cnly 

light equipment be used for ~ornpacting the base. If a 

·•aomagtt type compactor is used on the road, a 75 meter 

separation between road and building is recommended. 

Should the above recommendations not be implemented, it 

is recommended that the road in its present position be 

kept in a ~ery smooth condition without the use of heavy 

construction equipment. 

In response to the findings of the seismic study, 

the New Mexico State Highway Department has begun the 

process of establishing a new alignment for NM-50. See 

Fi..g"Jre ; , Schematic Land Plan for proposed alignn:ent 

configuration. In its preliminary stages, the plan 

calls for a 32 foot pavement width,· the edge of which 

would ..:.:e S4' from ':he corner of the building. F:nal 

locatio~ will depend upon various utility, drainage and 

o~~er e~vironmental factors yet to be incorporated. The 

Highway De~artment will work closely with the Historic 

Preservation Division to provide appropriate turning 

lanes, s1~n~ng and ill~mination when final design 

con:ig~ra~:ons of the ~1s~oric site and the highway are 

The realignment plan in its current 
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preli:::inary stage appears to provide sufficient space 

north of · the road. Schema tic Design for the Pigeon's 

Ranch site included in Section IX shows proposed 

relationships between the realigned highway, the 

. historic .structure, and other recommended features. 
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VI. PRELIMINARY SITE ANALYSIS 

Topography. The topography of the Pigeon's Ranch 

site is fairly rugged and steep northeast of the 

relatively level area of the three room adobe and 

remains. The land rises rapidly behind the ruins 

forming a rocky backdrop behind the ranch structures. 

:~rt of the original ranch corral enclosure ran up into 

a large ravine behind the main buildings. Above and 

behind the ranch ruins, the rugged promontory which is 

the most prominent geologic feature on the ranch, has 

been called "Chivington's Rcck" and "Sharpshooters 

Hill". The configuration of the topography naturally 

separates the Pigeon's Ranch remains from the cabin 

residence on the west portion of the property. The 

lowest point on the site. is where Glo'rieta Creek, 

flowing into the property from the west, passes under 

the NM-50 highway west of the ruins after crossing the 

driveway to the cabin, and meandering within 100' of the 

southwest property line. 

Veaetation. The higher elevations of the Pigeon's 

Ranch site are characterized by a fairly dense cover of 

the typical native Pinon - Juniper Woodland consisting 

primarily of Pinon pines, with fewer juniper and 

Ponderosa pine trees. On the lower siopes and around 

the developed areas are low shrubs and grasses, both 
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primarily residential and utilize private individual 

wells and septic systems. Further tests of soils and 

subsurface conditions would need to be carried out to 

determine the appropriate method of sewage disposal in 

the vicinity of the Pigeon's Ranch ruins. Gas needs of 

residences in the area are provided by private propane 

sup9liers. 

Adjacent Ownership and Land Uses. Land use in the 

area of Pigeon'~ Ranch is primarily residential and 

sparsely developed. The Glorieta Baptist Assembly in 

the vicinity of the interchange northwest of the site is 

a conference center which can accommodate up to 3000 

visitors and is used primarily during summer months. 

Between the Baptist Assembly and i:he ranch, a small 

antique and western artifact trading post is located on. 

the east side of the highway. As shown on the Adjacent 

Ownership Map, Figure 6, the three acre parcel of land owned 

by the Museum of New Mexico lies about a half a mile to 

the southeast of the site.· The ownerships shown on the 

map are questionable. The information was sought from 

the Santa Fe County Clerk's and Tax Assessors off ices, 

and from the New Mexico State Highway Department which 

provided the following statement: 

ttinforrnation regarding the ownership of 
property adjacent to State Road 50 is not 
readily available at the Santa Fe County 
Assessor's Office. This is caused by indivi­
dual parcels not being platted on the assess­
ment maps, the absence of assessment cards and 
incorrect assessment codes. For these 
reasons, an accurate ownership list for State 
Road 50 in Santa Fe County can not be provided." 
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VII. ALTERNATIVES FOR PIGEONS RANCH 

A. Overview of State System 

Recreational and cultural sites in New Mexico fall 

into numerous categories. Purely recreational and 

scenic sites . may be found on lands administered by any 

one of seven Federal agencies and four State agencies, 

as well as numerous counties and municipalities. 

Cultural and historic sites are also found on lands 

under a variety of jurisdictions. The Indian Pueblos 

and Reservations are sites of historic missions, and 

ancient habitations. The National Pirk Service admini­

sters ten National Monuments and one National Park in 

New Mexico. All but three of these are sites of 

historical significance representing settlements from 

prehistoric times through the late 19th Century. The 

New Mexico State Highway Department, in conjunction with 

their roadside rest areas, provides some historical 

displays and interpretive facilities. In coordination 

with the State Historian, the Highway Department also 

erects highway markers descri~ing sites of cultural and 

historic significance. The State system of museums and 

State monuments administered by the Museum of New Mexico 

is described more.thoroughly in the following subsection. 

The Museum of New Mexico also works in conjunction with 

the Historic P~eservation Division to identify and 

document the significance of cultural sites. The result 
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is the State Register of Cultural Properties consisting 

of over 1000 sites, many of which are also on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

One of the factors which should be considered in 

the evaluation of alternatives is the relative signifi­

cance of the Glorieta Pass Battle and the Pigeon's Ranch 

site to New Mexico history compared to other events and 

sites. john Wilson, the Historcal Archeaologist who 

conduc-ted the archaeological research for this report, 

considers the Battle of Glorieta an event of relatively 

high significance. Glorieta and Valverde were the only 

two Civil War battles of significance occurring in New 

Mexico. The Valverde Battle was fought in a river bed 

which has since silted over. Of the several historical 

attributes of Pigeon's Ranch, the fact that this is the 

site of the Battle of Glorieta gives the ranch its high 

historical status. 

Within the State system of recreational, cultural 

and scenic sites, ~igeon's Ranch, with its colorful and 

histbrically relevant past, has an appropriate role. 

The subsections that follow evaluate the various 

alternatives to determine which designation is most 

appropriate. 
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B. State Monument 

Any cultural property situated on lands owned or 

controlled by the State may, upon recommendation of the 

Cultural Properties Review Committee, be declared a 

State Monument by the Governor. Generally, State 

Monuments are administered by the Museum of New Mexico 

for the purpose of protection, care and management of 

the cultural resource. 

The six State Monume:: ts shown in the table below 

preserve sites of historical · significance ranging from 

prehistoric to 19th Century periods of habitation. Each 

of the monuments include Visitor Centers with museum 

exhibits, restrooms, drinking fountains and gift shops. 

Visitation to State Monuments is enhanced by the close 

proximity of other recreation facilities such as camping 

and picnicking, and of population centers. The nature 

of the development at each of the monuments reflects the 

extent of the resources available for viewing by the 

public and the unique significance of the events which 

occurred at the site. 

STATE MONUMENT 

Coronado 

Fort Selden 

Fort Sumner 

Je.'TEZ 

Lincoln 

Palace of the 
Governors 

EX1STING STATE MONUMENTS 

COUNTY 

Sandoval 

Cena Ana 

De Baca 

Sandoval 

Lincoln 

Santa Fe 

ACREAGE 

21.3 

29.09 

50.00 

6.00 

.OS 

MAJOR FEATURES 

Mission & Pueblo Ruins 

19th Century Military Post 

Fort, Indian Reservation 

Mission and P..Ieblo Ruins 

Historic Town Buildings 

Seat of Governrrent 1610-1907 
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The designation of a site as a State Monument 

resn l ts in a range of possible alternatives with regard 

to development and maintenance, depending upon the 

appropriate level of iriterpretation. 

Tom Caperton, Director of State Monuments, based 

en his extensive experience with the developmE7nt and 

management of the various State Monuments which have 

been acquired and disposed of during his tenure, feels 

~hat the minimum development for any State Monument 

should include a Visitor Center with museum and restrooms, 

and a staff consisting of a manager in residence and two 

full-time s;:af f assistants.* Stan Hordes, State 

Historian, expressed a similar concern for staffing 

adequate to 8rotect the resource in conjunction with any 

improvement which would call public attention to the 

site. 

Relative to existing State Monuments, Pigeon's 

Ranch has comparatively few visible remains recalling 

the events that give it historical value. Of course, 

the decisive Civil War battles that occurred on and in 

the vicinity of the ranch ar~ of greatest significance, 

and the subsequent functions that the ranch served, 

i.e., traveler's way station, railroad and military 

supply station, tourist attraction with souvenir shop 

and the "oldest well", all have added to its historic 

interest. 

*Draft review meeting held July 3, 1985 with Thomas Merlan, 
Director and Tom McCalmont, Grants Manager of the Historic 
Preservation Division, Torn Caperton, Director of State 
~onumehts; and David Schutz and Alexia Janine of Santa Fe 
Planning Associates. 
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Should a State Monument be developed at Pigeon's 

Ranch, we do not feel that facilities at the site would 

need to be as extensive as at most other State Monuments. 

Due to the size of the site and its proximity to Pecos 

National Monument and Santa Fe, such features as gift 

shops and museum/visitor centers would not be essential. 

Adequate self-guided interpretive facilities should be 

provided to facilitate visitors' understanding of the 

site, its context and significance, while keeping 
. 

improvements relatively confined and unobtrusive, and 

minimizing ongoing operational costs. Care should be 

taken to assure that any p=oposed structures be designed 

and sited so as not to detract from the visitor's 

experience of the historical nature of the site. In 

addition, we stress the importance of full-time sur~eil-

lance of the site and structures for protection against 

vandalism. 

A limited level of development accommodating basic 

visitor needs would be a reasonable alternative economi­

cally, while commemorating the notable historic events 

and the significance of the site where they occurred. 

c. State Historic Park 

Some of New Mexico's State Parks are referred 

to as S:.at.e Historic Parks. The criteria for 

establishi:cg a Sta"Ce ?ark are listed in Section 

E of this chapter. Comparing Piqeon' s Ranch with 

other historically significant State Parks, the site is 
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relatively small and has comparatively fewer historical 

remains. Pancho Villa State Park for example is 63 

acr2s, contains historical buildings, and provides 

highly developed camping and picnicking facilities 

throughout a beautiful desert botanical garden. Oliver 

Lee Memorial State Park is 180 acres, contains a 

historic ranch nouse being restored, the site of another 

homestead, ~emains of a historic irrigation system, and 

evidence of nomadic Indian ha bi tat ion. It also has 

trails connecting to the National Forest trail system 

and offers refined camping and picnicking f aci 1 i ties. 

Thus the criteria for establishing a State Historic 

Park at Pigeon's Ranch would include the presence of 

considerable historic resources, or the location of a 

highly significant event, as well as a variety of other 

recreations resources. Such a designation would also 

imply the need for cons~derable interpretive facilities 

and perhaps extensive rehabilitation and reconstruction. 

In comparison with a State Monument, this designation 

would indicate a greater investment in development, of 

facilities and j_n ongoing maintenance operations. 

Though the decisive Civil War battles which 

occurred on and near Pigeon'~ Ranch are of consider~ble 

historic significance, there are sites more significant 

and more suitable for development as a historic park. 

Remains of structures which stood at the ~irne of the 

battles are few. Even if the remains were more substan­

tially preserved, their importance to actual events 

during the Civil War skirmishes are relatively minimal. 
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The Pigeon's Ranch site is physically too small and 

topographically inappropriate for the scale of develop­

ment indicated by such a park without detracting from 

the significant features being preserved. 

opinion, consideration of Pigeon's Ranch 

Historic Park is not warranted. 

o. State Museum 

Thus in our 

as a State 

The Museum Division of the State Off ice of Cultural 

Affairs administers four of the State's Museums and all 

of the State Monuments. The State Museums are generally 

located in sizeable urban areas. They are facilities 

where exhibits are gathered from widely scattered 

historic sites or sources, and assembled for the 

enjoyment and education of large numbers of visitors. 

They generally seek ~o "Bring the experience to the 

people" ~ather than to attract the people to a signif i­

cant site. Of the four options for Pigeon's Ranch 

described in this section, designation as a museum would 

involve · the greatest investment in development of 

facilities, assignment of personnel and ongoing opera­

tional costs. Should the site be designated a museum, . 

the logical focus would be a military museum where 

artifacts from throughout New Mexico would be gathered, 

and a comprehensive military history of the state would 

be int~rpreted. C~rrently, military artifacts are 

displayed and events interpreted in either the Palace of 

the Governors or at the National and State Monument 

Visitor Centers where actual events occurred. Military 
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museums a~e also operated at several of the United 

States military bases throughout the state. It does ~ot 

appear that there is a deficit of rnili tary museums in 

New Mexico, and it also seems that opportunities for 

public information about military history are relatively 

well distributed at significant sites throughout the 

state. 

The buildable land area required for the constr~c-

tion of a museum or visitor center building with the 

full range of ~ublic conveniences is larger than that 

which is available at Pigeon's Ranch. ·The major 

constraints are topography, location of structural 

remains, and the highway, even after proposed realign-

rnent. To try . to incorpora<:e such a facility on the 

existing site would detract from the visitor's experi-

ence of the very resources considered ~orthy of preser-

vation: l:he architectural remains and relatively 

unspoiled set~ing of the Bactle of Glorieta. Thus, due 

to· its size, its location ielative to urban centers, and 

its general character, Pig~on's Ranch is deemed ~ poor 

choice as a site for a State Museum. 

E. State Park 

The criteria established by the State Legislature 

for the designaLion of State Parks include the following; 

Si~es · must; 

1. Contain a diversity of resources including areas 
df scientific, aes~hetic, geologic natural or 
historic value. 
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2. Provide recreational opportunities significant 
enough to assure patronage from a region or pre­
ferably from the state as a whole; and 

3. Conform to the State Comprehensive Outdoor· 
Recreation Plan (SCORP) 

It is clear from a brief overview of the Pigeon's 

Ran6h site that these criteiia would not be met. State 

Park designation is the least appropriate of the four 

options being considered. 

F. Implications of Statu s Quo 

In addition to the four alternatives being con-

sidered for the Pigeon's Ranch site, there is also of 

course the possibility of leaving the site in its 

current status. For the reasons given below, we do not 

favor this option. 

Due to the unique and significant nature of the 

remaining adobe structure and the remnants of the 

structures which stood at the time of the Civil War 

battles, we feel that it is in the best interest of the 

public that the stabilization and preservation measures 

described in Section VII be undertaken as a high 

priority regardless of whatever other improvements are 

eventually made. Safe-guarding this cultural resource 

for future generations is extremely important and an 

appropriate responsibility of the State of New Mexico. 

In addition to basic stabilization and preservation, 

we also feel that some action ~o facilitate commemoration 
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and public education is appropriate. Thus a minimum 

_plan of action should also incorporate some interpretive 

facilities, and dissemination of information to the 

public calling attention to the significance of the site 

and the events which occurred there. 

~<r ... 
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VIII. 

:so 

RECOMMENDED STABILIZATION AND PRESERVATION MEASURES 

This section describes the minimum stabilization 

and preservation measures recommended to be undertaken 

by the State of New Mexico. ·rt is based on a seismic 

study by K. W. King and S. T. Algermissen. 

Since the remaining standing 3-room structure at 

Pigeon's ~anch is considered unique and known to be 

fragile, the seismic-hazard investigation was performed 

under Federal ~uthorization in early 1984. The investi­

gation included vibration tests on site to evaluate the 

sensitivity of the structure to shaking, since the 

existing traffic on · NM-50 and future construction to 

improve the road is likely to cause ground shaking t~a~ 

might contribute to deterioration of the building. 

In addition to road relocation and construction 

procedures as described in Section V of this report, ~he 

seismic s c..·~i y recommended several remedial measures to 

protect the structure. The following measures are 

recommended regardless of the option selected for 

ultimate development of the site. It was proposed that 

no . short guy lines or blocks which produce a natural 

high frequency of vibration be used to support the 

structure. Also, all existing framework within the 

building should be pinned to prevent further high­

frequency response to vibrations of secondary str~ct~ral 

members of the building. The building should l:hen be 

retested after pinning to establish its dynamic sensi­

tivity. 
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Some method should also be employed of stabilizing 

the outside -.in f:2ce of the adobe walls. During the 

winter of 1983-84, heavy snows and resulting moisture 

saturated the north wall of the structure causing it to 

collapse. It was reconstructed with donated funds and 

labor. However, to prevent repetition of such damage, 

it is recommended that provision be made for drainage 

away from the building walls, and · that a petroleum 

based stabilizing agent be applied to the walls to 

minimize saturation of walls by runoff. 

Should the State of New Mexico choose to designate 

the site a State Monument or one of the other options 

explored in the previous section, the following further 

stabilization and reconstruction is recommended. 

To delineate the historic locations of the founda­

tions and. walls, it is recommended that a partial 

reconstruction of stone foundations and adobe walls be 

undertaken to height of two to three courses. The 

adobes and mortar for the foundations should be sta­

bilized and al lowed to weather slowly to maintain an 

authentic · appearance. Interpretive facilities should 

make a clear distinction between the original, found 

conditions and the reconstruction. 

To further public understanding and appreciation of 

the nature of the original appearance of Pigeon's Ranch, 

it is recommended- that the remaining structure be 



I 
I reconstructed to conform to the shed roof design with 

I 
the portal which was documented in the earliest photo-

graphs. 

I 
The archaeological investigation performed by John 

Wilson diagrams the apparent original structural 

I configuration and should be followed. In addition, the 

walls should be stab.ilized from the inside, and the 

I building sealed to prevent public entry. No trails 

I through the site are recommended, since little of 

interest could be seen other than that which would be 

I clearly interpreted from a single vantage point near the 

I 
established public parking and visitor facilities. 
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IX. SUMMARY: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Recommended Facility Development 

In summarizing the alternatives described in Section 

VI, we conclude that designation of Pigeon's Ranch as a 

State Monument is the :nest appropriate option. This 

option allows the greatest flexibility in concept. It 

can be best adapted to physical site constraints, 

incorporate the most appropriate interpretive and 

commemorative elements, and be relatively economical to 

implement and operate. 

It is primarily the site limitations of size, 

configuration and topography which rule out the option 

of a State Historic Park, as well as the lack of 

"diversity of resources" required for State Parks. 

Considering the various. military museums existing 

throughout the state, it is also questionable whether a 

State Historic Park with a military theme is. needed in 

New Mexico. 

The State Museum alternative is deemed inappropriate 

due to the size and location of Pigeon's Ranch, and the 

considerable initial as well as ongoing costs associated­

wi th a museum. Museums are best located in urban 

centers where the visitation rate, augmented by resident 

and tourist populations, warrants the necessary expendi­

tures. 

The State Park alternative is clearly inapprqpriate 

due to the lack of diversity of resources established as 

criteria by the State Legislature: recreational, 
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scientific, geologic, and natural. 

The "status quo" option is opposed because of the 

considerable significance of the . Glorieta Battle as a 

turning point in the Civil War in New Mexico. The adobe 

building and other stru~tural remains at Pigeon's R~nch 

are unique and worthy of commemoration both for their 

military historical significance, and for subsequerit 

historically interesting functi6ns. 

Since designation of Pigeon's Ranch as a State Monu­

ment allows considerable flexibility in the ex~ent and 

nature of facility development, proposed improvements 

may be designed to the specific constraints of the site, 

features to be interpreted, and visitor requirements. 

We have concluded that the facilities required should 

consist of parking for 6 cars and 2 buses or. recrea-

tional vehicles, restrooms incorporating chemical 

tcilets with a holding tank, picnic tables, shade trees, 

trash receptacles, and interpretive displays situated so 

that visitors can view the pertinent features of the 

site from a re la ti vely restricted vantage point. 

Interpretive material should be durable and vandal 

resistant depicting locational and historical context, 

chronology of events, battle diagrams, reproductions of 

early photographs, and site plans showing original 

building locations. Due to a relatively high water 

table and limitations to on-site sewage· disposal~ a 

holding tank requiring periodic pumping out is proposed. 

The limited size and topographical constraints of the 
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site require that considerable sensitivity be applied to 

the design and location of the restroom structure so as 

not to detract from the experience of Pigeon's Ranch as 

a historical site. For this reason also, no ~aths or 

shade structures are prcposed. In cooperation with the 

Highway Department, turning lanes, adequate signing and 

illumination should be provided. It is also recommended 

that the cooperation of the State Highway Department and 

the National Park Service be sought to provide inf orma­

tion at highway rest stops and related National Monuments 

(Pecos and Fort Union) respectively, tying the sites 

together· geographically and historically. 

Due to topographical configuration, and the 

location of. the highway even in its new alignment, an 

adequately developed State Monument may require acquisi-

tion of lands to the east of the present site. The 3-

acre parcel of land currently owned by the Museum of New 

Mexico, shown on the map entitled "Adjacent Ownership," 

·Page 38, __,and situated just over ~ mile to the east of 

the site, would not be particularly useful to the 

interpretation of the Pigeon's Ranch site. But further.· 

analysis of that parcel may prove it adequate for the 

construction of a facility which could interpret other 

aspects of local Civil War history. 

The Schematic Land Plan, Figure 7, shows a hypothe­

tical arrangement of the facilities proposed and general 

relationships between uses. The land area required for 
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the uses proposed is shown as the three acre area 

currently protected by the historic resource easement 

plus approximately a half acre to the east of ~he 

Pigeon's Ranch property. An accurate site analysis and 

land use planning process will be possible once a 

topographic, boundary and improvement survey is available 

for the area. The plan shown does not reflect accurate 

site information, and no contact has been made with the 

adjacent property owners. Nevertheless, .a general idea 

of the extent of the facility proposed may be obtained 

from the diagram. 

The development being recorrunended for a State 

Monument at Pigeon's Ranch is comparatively low key 

relative to the other alternatives evaluated, and 

relative to other State Monuments. It is also in 

accordance with the wishes of the owner of the property. 

Jennifer Donald, present owner of the property, is 

very much in favor of efforts to protect and stabilize 

the remains of structures, and fully supports the 

intentions of the easement attached to her property 

which allows the State to preserve and maintain "the 

premises" describ~d -in the easernen~ (Appendix B ). 

However, she wants to retain ownership of the property 

and tc be protected f ram any liability resulting from 

public use of the site. She. also wants to retain 

pri7acy for her living environment and would want all 

visitor activity to be confined to the road~ide facili-
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ties. Special attention to security of the site would 

be required to satisfy her concerns even if ~he extent 

of the development were mini~al. To maintain her 

privacy, it is recommended that inconspicuous fencing be 

placed unobtrusively between the visitor area and the 

residence. In order to make any substantial improvements 

to the site, the Staie would require acquisition of the 

land from a willing seller. A less desirable alternative 

would be ~ long term lease. The owner's desire to 

retain possession of the property is a critical 
/" 

consideration. The control the State is able to acquire 

over the site, whether it be a time extension of the 

existing easement, long-term lease or purchase of all or 

a portion of the site, will be a factor in determining 

the appropriate exterit of development. The recomrnenda-

tions presented herein are contingent upon the State's 

obtaining fee simple ownership over the land required. 

In addition to the above described improvements, 

the full range of stabilization and prese=vation 

measures described in Section VII is recommended. 

Should development be phased, this aspect should receive 

the highest priority. 

B. Anticipated Visitation Analysis 

In order to derive some understanding of the 

anticipated rate of visitation for a State Monument at 

Pigeon's Ranch, visitation statistics were gathered for 

other State Monuments and for National Monuments. The 

facilities considered relevant to this study were Pecos 
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National Monument and Fort Union National Monument. No 

other existing State Monuments are comparable in nature 

or size to that proposed for Pigeon's Ranch, so no 

visitation statistics from these were utilized. Traffic 

counts on the State roads and at the Interstate 25 

interchanges adjacent to the above National Monuments 

were also obtained. (See Appendix D.) 

The factors which would affect the visitation rate 

at a State Monument commemorating the Glorieta Battle-

field and Pigeon's Ranch are many, and their cumulative 

influences are very difficult to predict. They would 

generally include but not be li~ited to the following: 

1. Signs along 1-25: number~ location and in­
formation included. 

2. I~formation provided at nearby and related 
points of interest; i.e., Pecos National 
Monument, Fort Union National Monument, 
Palace of the Governors, etc. 

3. Type, amount and quality of facilities avail­
able at the site, both relative to and inci­
dental to the histoiical remains. 

4. Information provided on highway maps, at 
Chambers of Commerce, and at highway rest 
areas. 

S. Traffic counts on I-25 and NM-50. 

6. General tourist travel to and around Santa 
Fe, and in New Mexico. 

7. General public knowledge and interest in New 
Mexico and Civil War history. 

In making comparisons with the two relevant 

National Monuments to project visitation rates at the 

proposed Pigeon's Ranch State Monument, it is clear 

which factors would contribute to higher rates and which 
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would lessen visitation. These are listed below. 

Annual visitation at Pecos National Monument 

extrapolated to 1990 :rom 1983 statistics would be 

52,796. Relative to ?ecos National Monument, factors 

which would add to visitor appeal at Glorieta are: 

1. Proximity to Santa Fe. 

2. Higher traffic count on NM-50 compared to NM-63. 

Compared to Pecos National Monument, factors which 

would detract from visitor appeal at Glorieta are: 

· 1. Considerably fewer remains, artifacts and 
relics. 

2. Fewer and less comprehensive visitor facilities. 

Annual visitation at Fort Unic .n National Monument 

extrapolated ~o 1990 from 1983 statistics would be 

16,616. Relative to Fort Union National Monument, 

factors which would add visitor appeal to the proposed 

Glorieta Battlefield State Monument are: 

1. Proximity to Santa Fe. 

2. Proximity to Pecos National Monument. 

3. Higher traffic counts on both I-25 and NM-50. 

4. Proximity to I-25 interchange. 

Compared to Fort Union National Monument, factors 

which would detract from visitor appeal at Glorieta are: 

1 . Fewer remains to be seen, considerably smaller 
scale. 

2. Fewer and less comprehensive visitor facilities. 
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No scientific method has been used to project 

visitation rates since it is not possible to establish 

the relative weight of the various . factors involved. 

However, intuitively evaluating the above observations 

and -:!'le actual traffic and visitor counts in Appendix 

D, we conclude that visitation at a Glorieta Battlefield 

State ~·!onument developed as described earlier in this 

section would be somewhat less than that at Fort Union 

National Monument. Projected visitation for Fort Union 

in 1990 is approximately 16,600 visitors per year. Thus 

we are projecting that visitation at Glorieta in 1990 

would be in the realm n f 14,000 visitors per year. 

Whether the benefits accrued to citizens from 

14,000 visitors to a State Monument offsets the antici­

pated costs of developing and maintaining such a 

facility must be evaluat ed in terms of some assigned 

value to such visits. Incidental economic benefits 

would in~lude some additional spending in Pecos by 

travelers driving between Glorieta and Pecos National 

~onument. There would likely be increased demand for 

food and lodging establishments in and around the town 

of Pecos. 

C. Schematic Design and Budgetary Estimates 

The elements listed below reflect those shown on the 

Schematic Land Plan, Figure 7. Not included 
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.:lr~ . ::ssts of off-site signing and modifications to 

related National Monuments and highway rest stops to 

provide information abotit the site. 

Land Acquisition (3.5 Acres) .• ~··········$ 21,000.00 

Improvements 

1. Asphalt paved parking area for 
6 cars and 2 R.V.'s or buses ...•....• $ 5,700.00 

2. Wheelstops/vehicle barriers ..•....... $ 1,000.00 

3. 4 picnic tables on concrete pads •...• $ 4,600.00 

4. Caretaker's shelter and restroom 
structure with 2 chemical toilets 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

and holding tank .......•.........•... $ 25,000.00 

4 trash receptacles on concrete pads.$ 1,380.00 

1500 linear feet fencing ...•.•....... $ 9, 750. 00 

Interpretive displays ....•.....••.... $ 10,000. 00 

_Signs ................................ $ 

Site lighting and electrical •...•..•. $ 

500.00 

2,100.00 

10. Archaeological stabilization/pre-
servation as described in Section VIIS 35,000.00 

11. Shade trees and landscape plantings .. $ 8,500.00 

Subtotal •••••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••• $124, SJO. 00 . 

+20% Contingencies ...............•........ $ 24,906.00 
/ . . 

TOTAL ••••••••••••••.. ~ ••••••.•••••••••••••• $14 9 I 4 3 6 • 0 0 

D. Operations and Management 

The closest examples of facilities comparable to 

that proposed for Pigeon's Ranch are the smaller safety 

rest areas maintained and operated by the ·New Mexico 

State Highway Department. These facilites generally 

require a caretaker who spends approximately 75% of full 

time employment on security, operations and maintenance 

duties. I~ should be noted that Pigeon's Ranch will be 

subject to a high incidence of vandalism. The bronze 

plaque placed on a rock at the three acre site owned by 

the State Museum Division near Pigeon's Ranch was 
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defaced and stolen so many times that efforts to 

maintain it in place were abandoned. For this reason, 

one of the main responsibilities of the caretakers at 

Pigeon's Ranch will be simply to maintain a virtually 

continuous visible presence at the site at all hours of 

the day and night to discourage vandals. 

Annual maintenance costs for t~e comparable highway 

rest areas are: 

U. S. 285 between Vaughn and Roswell ...... $19,000.00 

U.S. 70 between Portales arid Clovis ..... $22,000.00 

u. s. 64 near the Rio Grande Gorge ....... $20,000.00 

Projected. annual operations and maintenance costs 

for a State Monument at Pigeon's Ranch are: 

24 hour full time caretaker with vehicle .. $55,000.00 

Materials, supplies, repairs, servi~ing 
of restroom holding tank .................. S 8, 000. 00 

Annual archaeological inspection and 
minor stabilization ....•.................. $ 3,000.00 

TOTAL ANNUAL BUDGET ••••••••••••••••••••••• $66, 000. 00 

Actual costs may vary depending on how the State 

chooses to supply housing for the caretakers in the 

vicinity, to facilitate maintenance of security at the 

site .. - ~ 

E. Recommendations for Public Input and Further Study 

Public participation in the process of determining 

the appropriate level of develqpment and Pigeon's Ranch 
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should include opportunities for several population 

groups to contribute. 

The general public should be offered the opportunity 

to express support and objections to development 

concepts quite early in the decision ·making process by 

means of ~elL publicized public hearings. 

Land owners and residents of the area should be 

contacted directly . during early design stages so that 

final development plans have the support of neighbors. 

A speci~l direct solicitation of input from indivi­

duals, ag~ncies and organization involved in historical 

issues could be beneficial to the pioject. 

With regard to i terns needing further study it is 

recommended 0J1at a thorough top:::x;r~phical and b::>undary survey be 

performed. The survey should document locations of all 

visible site features including existing structures, 

vegetation, rock outcrops, utilities, drainage patterns 

and the existing highway. John Wilson's determination 

of structural remains and the State Highway Department's 

finalized road alignment may then be superimposed on the 

survey. Once such a survey is completed, in-depth land 

use planning may begin. 

Eventually, a thorough ar~haeological research 

program should be perf orrned which would include investi­

gations of the building interior, recovery of any 

remaining artifacts from the site, and further research 

as recommended by a qualified archaeologist. This could 
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be accomplished before or after the development of the 

site. Any on-site construction or stabilization 

activities should follow precautions established by an 

archaeologist so as not to preclude continuation of 

necessary archaeological research. 

.. 

FINIS 
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New Mexico Maaazine 

Santa Fe The ~ew Mexican 

The Santa Fe Recorter 

The following sources of information were utilized: 

El Paso Centennial Museum files, University of Texas at 
El Paso 

Johnson-Nestor, Architects for map/plan drawn for William 
Mahan, 1971 

Kansas State Historical Society files 

Laboratory of Anthropolo site files 

Museum of New Mexico History Library vertical files~ card 
catalogue, manuscript collection, map collection. 

Museum of New Mexico Photo . Archives 

Mriseum of ~ew Mexico, Public Information Office 

National Park Service, Southwest Regional Office files 

Santa Fe County Courthouse deed and plat records 

San Miguel County Courthouse deed and plat records 
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APPENDICES 

A. Survey Plat of Pigeon's Ranch 

B. Historical Resource Easement 

c. Traffic Counts 

D. Visitation Statistics and Calculation~ 

E. National Register of Historic Places Form 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

A portion of the NE/4 of the SE/4 of Section 34, Township 16 North, 
Range 11 East, N.M.P.M., lying North of the Old Pecos Road, in Santa 
Fe county, New Mexico and being more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at the 1/ 4 corner common· to Sections 34 and· 3_5, being the 
Northeasterly corner of this tract; thence from said beginning co~ner 
s. 01° 28' 26" w., 750.B7 feet to an iron stake set on the north 
right-of-way line of the Old Pecos Road, being the SE corner of this 
tract; thence along the northerly boundary of the dld Pecos Road as ' 
follows: 

N. 63° 16' 00" w., 174.19 feet to an iron 
stake; thence along a curve to the right 
whose radius is 1770.0 feet, a.distance 
of 210.58 feet to a point; . . 

N. 56° 27' 00" W., 479.50 feet to an iron 
stake; thence on a curve to the right 
whose radius is 1770.0 feet a distance 
of 419.86 feet to an iron stake marking 
the northwesterly corner of this tract: 

s. 88° 22' 40" E., 1074.86 feet along the 
1/4 section line to .the point and place 

of beginning. All as shown upon plat of survey.prepared by Cipriano 
Martinez, N.M.L.S. No. 3995 in February, 1978 and entitled ~Plat of 
Survey for J. H. BURTTRAM, SR. AND LOUISE M. BURTTRAM, in the NE/4 
of the SE/4 of Sec. 34) T. 16 N., R. 11 E., N.M.P.M., Santa Fe County, 
New Mexico". 
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Historic Resource Easement 

423757 

This ~11~c"m"nc is -,,:ide on uccoo.or l. l'11!1. bet"JH!n I.ind& F'rve 
.lnd C!ndv '.:.Jnk.lin. ;'1~tr '1.:ir~. ,uc.:c:s· .. ,,.,. .ind JSSiV.i'IS (c:oll1?c:·tv1:ly 
~1:iecrell :o :hrou.:hollt .. s ··:\11! ·lWn.•r,;"') .111J the 5t~C'c nf !'lew :·le:tic:o, 
;Jepart!"ent ..ii ,.in:inc<?·~"d ·.:,,,inisc:-:itivu, >c:ite l'!:innina Otvision, Hi:Jturic_.. 
i'r~s.:rat;.on 3urc:iu ;r ;:s >ucc.:ssur~ lc.Jllo.c:civalv n:icrred co thruuiihout 

;is "HP!l"). 

itEC rn LS : 

:i ihe l{P'! l.s .:i subdtvisi.:in of :he ;.:uvcrnmunc of :~c St:ite oi. !'lew !'1citlco. 

I
I The llP!S ~xac:uces lnd ~nt..:rs tnco ~nven;rnts .lnd .iitreemencs for the pr1<:serva• 

c1on a11d/or :uincenance of prop .. rth:l 1:nc .. r.id in :~• ~e.tonal it•itistur of 
Hi~toric ~laces, pursuant co its rcspon~ihllities under th• Historic 

1 !'re!ler1at!on Ace of 1966 (JO. t.. ~q-lil)Sl •hi: llhtoric l'Teservacton Ace 
>.aendHncs of 1980 (P. L. 9f,-51S) anti the l.ultural i"ropercies Ace of 1969 

' (S.tct!Ol\S iii-Ii-! throoah l7, ::l-l~A 197.'I). 

I The owners •H• che oYt1crs !.n fc• stciplu of !.mvf'Qved-TeDl p~rty. 
! .:un111st!nll o( the Ale:<anrler Vallo: <.1.k.a. Pti.!r:on'.-) ~n\:h he.use :ind 

,_.
1 

~ssoc1.:ite~ structures and rellMlins Jnu a ~ortion of ~h• ~lor1ec3 Ractlefteld. 
locDCed in S:int~ >e ~~untv. :1-le att~ch .. d NI~, which is ~·'- S ol this 

ii doc11111Cnt, sh<N!I the propert"I, :11ark.i.:d in v11l.101o1 3tld conw1st1r.a of 10.191! 
;; .lc:rcs more or l.:s!I, of ch .. t'\Jn.,rs. A ;m.il l<·r tr:ict. ,,.,.,rked 1n red on 
" the ~aid "AO, constitute" the "?!'t>mistt•" ru;erre:ci :o throu,houc :his 
:1 
I! 

The l::oundlri .. .s of th• ""?"~mi.~""'" ·Jr,. as follow•: fro,. a ;>oint ac ::i. 
r1urtll .:nd of chc c:isc JDut::i11nt or ;i ~ri.1.,., .1ver c::ie Glor111ca Cret:K """" 
th• l'Jld ?ecos 'liithw:iv (Stace ;1o:id 50): chcncl' southe:ist· alonl( the boundary 
of ewn.r·~ property .lnd boundacv Ji .:ho: 5r~t• road rti:ht-of-vay 3 dist.:incu 
of 415 teuc "°re or less co chi.: :<nucn .. :ist corner of cha. Ownvc' » prupi.:rty;. 
thence 3 <itsc:inc:e of 400 (~et :o Ch" north <rlon« ;!:e C!&SCet'll b<>ulldl!C"/ of 
,Jvner' s ;iropertv :o a ;iotnc b .. vnnd th<1 cop of :he hill; :hence .:i di:<t:inco. 
of JOO !eec :nore or less co the ·•est, tu .:i point :in ~h• eaae '>:inlt oi th• 
r.lorteta CcP.ek.: thvnce ~ d1st:incc Jf ~n r~ec. 'assinR ~eoiacely to the 
wesc o! .l reek :iucc~op, :o che ,oinc ni !Hrl?innimt. 

The ;inmis~s C01111)1'i.stt a '111.nifk:int ~nrtion of ch• r.loTiet:a ilact1cihld 
N.:itional !11\coric l:.lndm.arlt, ~o Juir.n:1t..:J :i:s .lutl'lorizcd by che Historic 
Sites Aet of 1935, and r!'lerefore lisci:J ln :he ::.:acional !teaiscer of Hi.scoric 
Pl::ices =int:iined by th• S.:crcc:iry of thot Tntec:1.o1' ;:oursuane to :he ~f:>cional· 
Historic ?~eserv:1tion Act oi 1966 .ls :im~nrled. :'he boundaries of the 
t:lorieta ~:itt 1.,f!.eld !l.:icton:il Hhcortc l.:indm;irlt are d"'sc:rib•od in doc:uments 
un flle in :h"' office of the Kr!. 

7o the ~nd that t~• premi.ses ~· ~ru.si:rvvd :is a si~nllicanc ?art of the 
histortc ~nu culcur.:il assets of cha Seate of !I"" ~~xtco, thi: Ollners Jestre 
to ;i:nnt ~o c!ie iirB, :ind the tiPB Jes1n:s co acce:-e, .ln \!ase.,enc un the 
prem:i.ses. 

SOii, ~!:Rf.FORE. :n constJcr:ir!on ,,f (fvc Jull"rs (SS.00) and och~r ;:ood 
and •r.llu.:ble consiJerot ton, rec1Hpt of whh:h is ::ereby acltnuwledgi:d, the 
:')wne rs do ;,erebv .1-t'"nt and c:nnvey ln 1:3Scment 1n '.'!"'QSS, ror a period Of 

tventv (:?Ol :f~ocs (-:-oDl t!1" dat" of .. :.:i:cucion of this lP,reemotnC, co the 
~PB ur !ts succ~ssor, jn and to en~ prcmis~~. 

Th~ t!':l:h.•mt•nt )!r:inced :1ert!in, ~o he ,.,f thte nature .:ud i:h:icnccc:r herl!in­
:iftec :ucc!wr ..,xures,..,tl, 3hal! t:rn:Hi cue,· ,, :,ina!nic ~ .. rvt~u,Je uoon .;.iid 
:)rtmistts :ii the •:\.!ner!I, .lnd :o :h.lt c"nd 'h(! r>wne~s covenant on i>eh~lf :it 

tt1-:J11s~~v~s. Cht:i~ successor~ .Jnu :is~i~ns, with :~e :iPS, i:.s succ~ssurs 
., .lnd lS"i::::s. ~uc:h ~i:v.en:ints !>etn:: i.,,.,,,,.<I co ~";Jn lS .l ':lindinlC ,,.,r1\cutle • 

. 
:1 for .l :>er;nti ,.r :•.Jenty ye:irs. ·Jith chtt ;>r1.·miS4t:1, :o Jo (oncJ n::ir:'li.n :rC\m 

_____ .. doinit} .ioon rho. '.'-:-c:::ts"s e:id1 ::if chi: rnl lv'•lil11C ;c~;-iul;ith>n'f. whid'I runcri-
, •. \ ,. [L ~uca tu :!'h ... "ltu1i !c ,iurpusc! in :n~u the,.•\" '"·• .~fl'tu;:c.;J:ntlv Ll the 1>r-..·:-;t:rV.lt1un i 

/
.,, ·.\ · ... · il··~f the hisroric .,rori<:rcv. l 

) . .• . ! 
'.· "'' •... ,,.. .:~. u_O/ 09/ l......, CIW'l'i.,. t*d Phil J~ w• fil• ;. 

(.

.ti _; "-\,. \_ , OCI. r-., ._.. . ,r .. n OF NliW l.AEXICO f.,. ,,_.,. .. ,~J__c1.., of-~ 
/ ,S:... ~ .i · S :: ~l./MTY CF UHT A Fe ; SS ! 9 £/ ., .l 0 ::L( .. _ 0 ••oclt._llL...M .. 

.. _-..: --' ,.. ~.., a 
• -~/.,1r';" 't'i""-•;... H ...... •ftd s • .i o# Cftic.e c.De ••• '1,;W, recera•d i" )ooir.__.I_W-_g,___ 

; .- ·1 - c-7 - "7 ~I 
' C-lJO~li.4 "" WO!JVUS ~~ ., ti..-· Of s •••• ,, c...-.. 
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ST"!!'UL\TTOH~: 

t) Th11 Ovnors shall nut undi:rt:ik.: Jnv l'OMtruction, .:1lt1:r:iclon, rc­
:nodeUnit, 1tround 1HsturbJnct: .:ir och"r 'lo<liilcac!on on the Pre11i:oe• which 

I
' 1JoulJ .:i.tfecc che ~pccar;ince oi chit huildinn, :1tructures and fntur .. 1 

located crrercon or iffc~c che specirtc ur i .. neral ;i.ppear.:iric• of all or 
ii ;inrt of :he i'r .. misots, or ob!'ltruct ur rcmovw any artifact or depo1ic.·benaacll 
il r.~.i ,urf:ice of rn• tround, wi chouc tn" "'~;iress written pet111is.1ion of th• 

l
i

1

' KP!. rn ,;onsi1! .. nn~ Jny ~ropos01l bv l).,no:r:t for conscruccion, alt•r.:i.tloru, 
rurnodellnv, discurbanc• or remov:il ui artif01ccs fro• th• Premises, th• KP! 
wlll ~:iuse "Jdverse ef<eccs" co be ~votd.r<I. uuus of adverse affects 

·1·! includ .. , but .ire not no:ct!ss:irtly lir:iit«' c" 
l. 0escruc:ion or .:i.lccration or ~11 or ~•rt of the 

;>t'f'lll"l.SCS: 

!: 

Inc:-ndu~:!on of· visu;i.l, Judiblc, or .ltl:IOSl!hertc 
~t"""nts chat .JCf' nuc of ::h:ir:>cc .. r ~ith th• pre• 
~is~s or ~lc~r cl1~ir !ettin~. 

II Z) Thw IP'8' :1 Jee is i.iu:; will 01vo4J ur :ninil"he such aJvers• .,ff~ct» tu thu 
II pn·,.Jscs, to the i:rt.:icc:st 1li:.:r.:e which, in its Juds:Jll8nt, :sh.-ill b .. 11r:ictic:Jl Jnii 
II rcJsiblc. The HP!! sh:ill rcvi(N and nrnv1de ilech1.on• on all sufficiently de-_ 
11 cJilt!I! 1>rooos11ls sutmitt<'J hv the (').,rh:r" uursuanc co this .. as1:ment "ithin &o . 
! davs o( receioc <J! sue!! ;iropos.Jl.1. ff ch.i :Ji'll -f.:iils co respond t~ such pr~us3!:.. I "ithtn 6n rl:Jvs the ()lners ~v nroccC<I :11th th1r ornposed work without rurtl11:r ' 
I review by che HPB. 

L 

!i 
ii 
'1i 

ii 
!i 
ii 
11 
11 

)) Owner~ lft.'lY r~P:>ir or ~aincatn c~i!'ltlnit cultural or natural r .. 01cure1 
oi cite Pren>ts.,,. without thv nrior ao1>ruv:il .,j the nPl!, provide<! t~c su,;h. 
rt';>nir .:inu :ll.,inccn;inc. i:1 perfur:"llcd in :i t!lanner which 11111 not .:ilcer the 
.lf'Jlt!.lT:ln.:e vi the ?.~ .. mis.•!I .>r ,,( .inv •11ltur:il or MCUral reatur• 1o1\chin 
[h~ ~rl•flli~,·!'t.. lN1u.:r~ "1.;1v rc·~tnrr. th,· ... crn1.·cur""es '1nd 'e-~curo11 on the 
:•rc"'i""" t<• lh<•ir or11:in•ll ""n11iti•n1 ""'I :ipnc:ir:inc•. subject co Ch• approval 
.if the !iPR. 

:.) ih" V?".,m1~1:s sn;iLJ :ioc !.>.; u~.-d 1 .. r .~nv c:o-•rct01l or tnduscrt;il use 
"hfrh l!t i111·u.,,1»1C 1bl.: wil11 th•· hl:;1.,ri.· .-h.~ract1rr of thu Pr&·111Jlf1::< -~lf· 

.l.:ter111iacd bv th\.: ill'll. 

I' I ~) Th• l'r1:mi>1<'S sh11l l not h" "ubJlvid1.:J, nor sh11ll th•Y dver. h., devtsed 
j
1 

ur cunvey1.:J ,.,,C,,[lt .:i.s 3 unit. 

!I 
Ir 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

fi) . ~o utility ::-:in~mtssion Unus "':JV be c:-ucad oil s:ild ?r .. 111is••· except 
th.'.lt underi:round :r:1ns111ission I luo:s !lll':li I !)e pen1itted. Inst.:il lau .. n of sw:.'l 
I! n"s sh:i ll be l!lt•nicor"d l>y a prohuiun:> I uclleologiac ;ipnroved by the HPB, 
and shall not clllltiirb .~ubsuri:ic" cultur::l or ;ircheolot.lcal fo1oicure1. 

j_) Owners h.:r.,b)' .lllree thilt r"Pn·•u•nt:>cives of HPI, 1cs lluccenors or 
.ns11tns. ~hall b., _pcm1.cc.,J .lt ;ill r .. ason:ible ti:es to tnsp.,c:_ the.Pnm1ses. 
Owricrs ;i~re1:,. 'h;ir represenr:>tive~· nf KPa. tts succeaaors ur asai~na, snall 
!le pel"lllitted to l'nter and ln:1potct elk' intl!rtor ot ch• improvements Oil 
the -Premis"~ :o ~:isurc :n;iint .. ·nanc" ui sc~ctural soundneaa; ins1>ecc1on of 
the interior wtll not, 1n the ;ib9.,ncr of ~vtd~nce oi decer1urat1o~ c.:ike· 
;il.:ic• :iiore often :!Jan :>nniully. insrt:.:t1on of the incerior vill bv :and• 
ac a c1me !!lutually a~rccJ uoon bv llvncr .:i.nd HPS. lts succesitors .Jr nsi~ns. 
~nd o...ner" c:ovcn.:inc not ta withhold unrca~onably consent in dcte!"lllinina 

1

1 

a d::• ::d c~:~:v::: ::r~ ~~:::::~:
11

~f an~ connanc or restriction herein, I che HJ'", lts suc..:L·>Sors ,,,. .lssi1:ns, ="· followtn,. reason:ible notice :o 

I 
OJners, institute ~ult(s) t-> o?n1oin 'w "" 1•:>rte, t1:111por:iry, oind/ot 
;>t!r1nan.,nt in tune: ton, such v io l.Jt iun .1nd to renuirc: the rescor:Jt1on of 
ch .. l'n:rdscs tu tht!lr prior .:ondLclon, or 1n che .iltt!n1;iciv.: 0 ~epre!lt:ntatives 

1 of the HPB, its succc:s:>ors Jr .lSS lo:m;, .nav cnt.:r upon the !'remts1•,., correc: 

I
i any such •1\ol;ic h1n, .Jnd holJ Own .. ?". :iio:ir "<uc::essors and ;issi~ns, rcs­

;>ons1btv (or ;hi: .:o1't :hcre<•f. Hl'll, il:S ~u.:~cssor!I or Jssi:iins. shall ~lso 
!'lave availahlL' ;Jll !et?:H Jnd "qultJbl" ~""'"Jhs to .:nforce •lvnc:r's 

.I

ii obl1R11tton>1 hen:untler, Jnd in :he ev.:nt :Nners are found :o have ·1iol.iced 
:Jny o{ their ->bl!c::>cions :llJners >h:>ll 'c1mburse :!P!. tcs su..:<:essors·Jr 
assiitns, r"or .lny ;:osts or ""'l'ens"s 1ncur:-~d ln connection ::ier1:wicl:I, I lncludin~ court ~~StS Jnd ~Cturnt:yll r~t:s. 

I 

II 
!I ., 
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9) nvrh,r~ . •He.-" ch.1c rhc>i~· r"~cr1.-t ; ,.,,s 'Ji: l !- ... lnsc-~tl-d In .Jny 
,. . .,,..~•<1u•nt d1 .ir oc!u:I' l•·•~:ll in,.cru•"•·nc '•v .,.. ·h tl'll: ••wt1c1" dive»~ 
th,.,,s•lves .>I "i:~"r ch" f.:c >1IMnl,· litl.: t .• '" .h..,ir pus».::uorv Lntt.:n:st 
ln th• i'ro:ml~~s. •r .in·: ;: . irt then.,,( 

10) •:o oJt!l.:r ,(i:ns, ;, i l lhu.1n.ls ... r 1d\' .·rt h .. 11cncs :i1h'1ll l.o: di~r>l.1vrd 

or ~l.icird """" , ,.,J i'r~ml-<C:"'· ""r··~t (.,/ •u<·h plaqu.,s t•r ocl.er m.,rkcrs .n 
.lre Jporoori.HC.- for c1•C1mc-murat111:: th" ~i,.rnr(c ll!loort01nce ot the l'r .. misct; 
(h) such s1~n:i1 Jf J\.Jrlt.,r!I .,s _;n: ''"""s~Jcv co direct ;ond n:>.trlct :he 
;i:isS.ll<' of ::.:r,;"n~ ->r th" ~arkin~ .. r -.... ,; . 1..,.., uuun s01id ?rcmi11eit; .1110 _(c) :> 

,1~n or s~tns !tJcinll ;;,>l\?l\• ~tu.? ;id,Jre!'C~ n; :::e ::>t"emtses. 

ihc .. ..:scm.,11t ~:l• at.:•l · h,· clus J::r.:i.:01mt .h;all tlll'lr.e .ind I.ave !lU ,.ffcct 
·.,;h;itsccvt<r .:in the suDi..:ct rrc1nises on Octob1tr ?, ~001 • 

-:-his ~~r"~"'"n: !hal I _ ~ .. •ecordcd Js J .: !i.I iaa o{ .Jn 11aSclD<'t1C in :ile 
:ippropr1.>te records -~f t! •w c.i·unt:t .. ,· S.111c;i fo: o( the St:at• of i':<tW Mcx!i;o. 

~!y Corma·is11ti.un ~:"'.:>lr1:s: 

57 AT£ JF Nf-1 ~!t:\l c..:.:l 
COUNTI Of' ~ ~ ".._ 

~1 tr ,;1!_~ 
-~ 

I 
I 

Stat~ oi ~ev Mexico 
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APPENDIX C: TRAFFIC COUNTS 

The following are 1983 average daily traffic counts (ADT), at 
the various locations pertinent to making correlations at 
Pigeon's Ranch: 

I-25 at the Glorieta interchange just bver a 
mile west of Pigeon's Ranch 

I-25\at ~he Rowe interchange approximately 3~ 
miles ~outh of Pecos National Monument 

I-25 qt the Ft. Union interchange 

~M-63 on which Pecos National Monument is 
located 

NM-477 the road between I-25 and Ft. Union 
National Monument 

NM-SO on which Pigeon's Ranch is located 

*Boch Directions 

ADT- 1983* 

3735 

3622 

2486 

857 

1 1 ?: 

2003 



1· 
1·. 
I 
1: 
1· 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

i\t-'t-'C.NUI X lJ 

APPENDIX D: VISITATION STATISTICS AND CALCULATIONS 

I. From the 1976 SCORP, Appendix C-7: 

Visits to Historic Sites, projected to 1980 3059 

projected to 1985 3776 

projected to 1990 4661 

Interpolation to derive 1983 figures: 

3776 - 3059 = 717 ; 5 = 143 x 3 = 429 + 3059 = 3488 
visits to historic sites projected for 1983 

Calculation to derive % of ihcrease from 1983 to 1990: 

4661 - 3488 = 1173 ~ 3488 = 34% increase in 
visitation from 1983 to 1990 

II. From New Mexico Progress, 1983 Economic Report: 

1983 Visitors To: Projected 1990 Visitors: 

Pecos National Monument 39,400 x 1.34 = 52,796 

Ft. union National Monument 12,400 x 1.34 = 16,616 
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• IZ:~DESCRJPTION 

_(XCllllNT 

_GOOD 

\..FAIR 

CONDITION 

_OlllFUORAHD 

_ RUINS 

_UNlXPOSEO 

CHECK ONE 

_UNAlT(AlD 

X AlllAlO 

CHECKONI 

l. ORIGINAL Silt 
__ MOVCD (lAI( ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

11le Glorieta Pass Battlefield consists· of two parcels of land, one which extends 
·down the Pass from Deer Creek past Canoncito, and the other which centers around 
Pigeon•s Ranch. 11le first parcel is a narrow canyon with wooded slopes, which 
widens J.t Canoncito. A four-Line highway hugs the north slope and about half the 
width of the original valley has been elevated to accommodate it. A narrow gap at 
the western end has been widened by blasting away the mountain-top to cle_ar a path 
for the highway. Apache Creek, on which the fighting centered, has not been dis­
turbed. The railroad winds along the south slope but is not obtrusive. Immediately 
south and west of the gap, near the village (consisting of three adobes) of 
Canoncito, is the site of Johnson's Ranch. Tile ranch has been destroyed, and site 
is open land. 

Tiie second parcel of land, to the ~outheast of Glorieta, is bisected by the · 
tvwo-lane State Route 50, which duplicates the route of the old Santa Fe Trail. 
A portion of the original Pigeon's Ranch is incorporated in the present structure, 
and there are a few post-historic outbuildings as well. Otherwise, the land is 
still covered with trees and scrub brush. Tile Museum of New Mexico owns a two­
acre tract to the east of Pigeon's Ranch. 
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_CONS[RVA TION _l,.t.W 

-ECONOMICS __ LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION .X.MIUTARY 

_£NGINHRING ~USJC 

_EXrlORATIONtSETTlEMENT -1H•l0SOPHY 

_!NOUSTR't _.POUTICSIGOVE RNME ,.,1 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_.RRIGION 

_SO ENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-"-SOCIAVHUMANITAAIAN 

_THE.ATER 
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The Battle of Glorieta Pass, ~1arch 26-28, 1862, ended the Confederate invasion of 
New Mexico, the first step in a grand design for detaching the ~lest from the Union 
and extending the Confederation to the Pacific. 

In February 1862, the Confederate General, Henry H. Sibley began an invasion up 
.the Rio Grande Valley with a brigade of 2,500 Texans. After defeating Federal 
forces at the Battle of Valverde on February 21, Sibley drive on to Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe, with little resistance, with Fort Union. and then Denver as his 
next objectives. Reinforced b~ a regiment of Colorado volunteers, 1,300 Federal 
troops under Colonel John J. Slough set out to meet the advancing Confederates. 
The armies met in Glorieta Pass in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, and the battle 
began on the 26th near Deer Creek, when advance parties clashed. The.full troops 
arrived on the 27th, and on the 28th the fighting resumed, near Pigeon's Ranch, 
and ra-ged all day, whil,e a body of Federal soldiers under Major John Cni vington 
made its way through the mountains in an attempt to strike at the Confederate 
base camp at the western end of the Pass. Chivington succeeded in destroying 
the Confederate wagon train and supplies, thus forcing the Confederate forces 
to withdraw from enemy territory and to abandon their campaign in the southwest. 

11le building of a super highway and a railroad line through Glorieta Pass 
has impaired the integrity of the Battlefield, but most of the area still 
remains as it was at the time of the Battle. 

History 

President Davis commissioned Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley to lead the invasion 
of New ~lexico. __ l~ith--4· brigade· of· 2 ;500 Texans, he marched up the Rio Grande 
from fort Bliss in February 1862. ~A' Union anny under Col. Edward R.S. -Canby 
concentrated :it Fort Craig to meet. the Southerners. At the battle of 
Valverde on February 21, Sibley defeated Canby and. while the Federals re­
mained at Craig, 'drive on to Albuquerque and Santa Fe. 11le next objective 
was Fort Union, with its depot c"ont3ining three hundred thousand dollars in 
stores. the only obstacles between Santa Fe ~nd Denver. Appreciating the 
Jangcr to Color~Jo posed by Sibley, Governor William Gilpin had hurriedly 
raised a rq;imcnt of volunteers :md sent them by forccJ marches th:-ough 
winter snm.-s to reinforce the WC'~k g:irrison of Fort llnion. They :irrivct.i at 
the Foi·t ~!:1n:h 11-L>. i.JnJ<.'r Col. John B. Slough, 1,.300 infantry, cavalry, 
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and artillery set forth ~o meet the Confederates advanci~ from Santa Fe. As Sibley v~ 
in Santa re (reportedly drunk during the battle), Lt. Col. W.R. Scurry commanded the 
1,100 Texans. The tvo armies, both brigade size, met in Glorieta Pass, a defile in the 
Sangre de Christo Mountains by vhich the Santa Fe Trail reached its destination. 

The battle began in the pass on P;arch 26 vhen the Union advance guard, 418 men under Ma~ 
John M. Chivington, encountered a Southern advance guard under Maj. C.S. Pyron near 
Pigeon's Ranch. In several hours of ~ard fighting, Chivi~ton succeeded in pushing the 
Texans back to Johnson's Ranch, at the vestern end or the pass. The approach of night, 
hovever, ca.used him to break contact and fall back to Pigeon's Ranch, then, because of 
insufficient vater, ~arther east to Kozlovski's Ranch. On the 27th Lt. Co. S. Scur:-/ 
and the main Texan force reached Johnson's Ranch, and the next day Slough joined 
Chivington at Kozlovski's Ranch vi.th the rest of the Coloradoans. 

Slough and Scurry advanced at the same time and met at 8: 30 a.m. on tlie 28th at Pigeon'~ 
Ranch. The tvo sides fought indecisively all day, vhile Maj. Chivingtou vorked a 
stratage!ll that von the battle for Slough. With seven companies, Chivington made his 
·.,;ay through mountainous terrain around the Confederate flank vith the objective of ~a.lli 
on the enezy- rear. Frco a blufr overlooking Johnson's Ranch, at the vestern entrance 
to the pass, he discovered the Confederate supply depot, 73 vagons and 500-600 mules a~c 
horses, gua::-ded by a small detachment. The Federals charged, destroyed the vagons, 
killed tl:e e.:iil:la.l.s, then vithd!"ev to Kozlovski 's Ranch. 

Loss of his supplies forced Scurrf to turn back, leaving the field to Slough. Joined bJ 
Sibley, ~r.e aricy' ret::-eated C.ow-n the Rio Grande, avoiding Canby, and returned to Texas. 
Comnared to the great conflicts in the East, Glorieta Pass, in numbers engaged e...~~ :~ssE 
(150 ?ederal, 400 Confederate), -.ras a smelJ. skirmish. Yet the issues vere large, and 
the battle d.ec!.sive in resol·ring the!!!. The Cont'ederates very likely vould have ta.ken 
Fort Union and Denver had not the Colorado Volunteers stopped them at Glorieta~ althcug~ 
their gains probably could ~ot have been held. As one of the Texans later put it, "i~ 
it he.d not been for ~hose devils from ?ike' s Pes.k, this countr/ voul.d have been ours. 0 1 

1Quotei in William 'tlaldrip, "~rev Mexico During the Civil War,," Nev Mexico F.istoric 
~eviev, vol. XXVIII, :JOS. 3 & 4 (July, October 1953), pp. 256-257. 
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1a. :r. u.!ncroLt, :;·.st•Jry 1rizona ~ind New ~fcxico \~.m. .-. ·!o89). 
·; .Robc{t Lee Kerby, The Coir •. Jcr:itc Invasion of New ~tcxico ::,,,._. ,\:-i1ona (Los Angeles, 1958) 

.,J. F. Santee, "The Battle of Gloricta Pass,'' New Mexico Historical Review IV, 1 . 
(January 1911). 

· Willia:n c. Whitford, Colorado Volunteers in the Civil War: New Mexico Campaign in 1862 
(Denver, 1906). 
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Beginning at the intersection of U.S. Route 85 and the Santa Fe National 
Forest boundary, just east of Deer Creek, proceed south along the forest 
boundary to its i:1tersection with the 7100' contour line; thence proceed 
southwest along said contour line 2.4 miles, more or less, to a point; thence 
due west .S mile, more or less, to the 7000' contour line; thence northeast 
along the said line .85 mile, more or less, to a point; thence northeast in a 
straight line across Apache Canyon to the 7100' contour line; thence follow 
this contour line in a generally northeast direction for 1. 7 miles, more or 
less, to the forest boundary line; thence south approximately 375' to the 
point of origin. 

Parcel #2 150 acres, approximately 

Beginning at the point of intersection of State Route SO and a branch of 
Hagen Creek, proceed west along the north bank of the creek branch 875'. 
more or less, to a point; thence southeast in a straight line 4.250', 
more or less, to a point; thence due north 2,125' more or less, to the 
7300' contour line; thence proceed in a generaly northerly direction along 
said line approximately 4,000', more or less, to a point; thence southwest 
in a straight line to the point of origin. 

The boundaries which enclose these two parcels have been determined by the 
nature of the actions they collimemorate and by the nature of topography over 
which the actions were waged. 

Utm's for Parcel 11 

A 13.427220.3935360 
B 13.425540.3933620 
c 13424540.3933640 
D 13.425790.3935360 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

r . 
... . ... 

1 r ,·' . ,, 
.. 11 . 

I • 

··-"• 

,, ( .-

.:,~~ 
,.:J ·> 

~r' / ! 

., 

<. • 

A 

B 
c 
D 

/ 

/ \ ...,. , 

Glorieta Battlef ie1d 

(,,u Ir~ I 

13.427220.3935360 

13.425540.3933620 
13.424540.3933640 
13.425790.3935360 

, , . ,' : 

Utm' s 

-. " .·J 

/ S· 

-

··~~~,··~'-, 

" \ ·- _.,._ 
l ·-·· 

\ 

·::iu~·· 

. -- . 

l 
\ 

/o 
')I I 

I =' 
''< 
.o 
-~ 

• I/ / 
f ! . 

( 

\ 
\ 

. : I:. 

' '· I ' ' ·,, -~ -. __ - :·I' 
. \. \ '. . . 

. ,• . \ 

' J· ' 
\- .. -· ., \j 

/ 
I 

I 

J 

·•. 

2:1 
I 

' -. . ·. 

/" 
I 

I 
: I 

~1 .. n~la J'a'ft • 
l<anch· 

I 

. ' . 

,' I 
' . 
'' . 

' 
' .. ~:.._..,..., " 

·~ 

' .. 

'\ . 
..;,;/• -' v : 



I 
I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

7 

' 
; . • 7fS71 ' 

di·: 
I' A .,_ 

' .. "'' 

, 
i 

; 

.;~ 

-· , 

.. 
' 

.. · 

21 

./ 

,- ., 
~ 

0 · . ., 

. - .,;...""'-- ......... -·· .--- ~, 
. / --- .. --- " . 

-

-.~ 

I . . f.' 
·-~··. 

7<;::,,· 
• • 0 

.• ;J 

.......... , - 'tr 

--,-./" 
'.; ... 

, ... ~: 

.' 

.. '-7• --- ....... 

.. , .. 
' 

' "· 

< 

' ' 

·O 
\ 

\ 

' i 

_,, 
I 

\ 

j ••. I 

·. 

,, 

., .__,. 

.. 

1 
"' 

\ 

~ .... 
~ . .. . ...,, 

I -

) 

' 
:! 
<:: ·-

•. ~ 

' .. • llJ " ~ 
- ' • .. ·.-7 1 

;J . ,, 
I 

i 
I 

/. 




