


"The landowner is the only person that can 

actually give this gift for the rest of eternity."

 – Judy Perry, OVnhT TRAIL ENTHUSIAST
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	      util it ies 		       Transportation

The study area has a complex matrix of utilities that in-
clude transmission lines, utility towers, water lines, and 
sewer infrastructure.  Both sewer and water lines are indi-
cated on the subsequent map series. However, the maps 
do not include transmission lines. 

Locations where the potential trail alignment intersects 
with sewer or water lines have been indicated on the map 
and notes (ie. Canoe Creek).  Sewer lines are often com-
patible with trails since existing easements preclude de-
velopment.  However, the easement will often need to be 
modified to provide for a public trail.

The study area analysis including an extensive review of 
the existing transportation network including the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) right-
of-way (ROW),  NCDOT plans, existing bike and pedes-
trian infrastructure (crosswalks, bike lanes, etc.), railways, 
and existing greenways.  

NCDOT’s right-of-way was analyzed for the ability to 
accommodate a trail alignment or accommodate a wid-
ened shoulder.  These opportunities are shown on the 
Site Analysis Maps with corresponding opportunities and 
constraints notes.

Norfolk Southern has an operational rail on south side of 
the Catawba River. If this rail were to ever become aban-
doned, a significant opportunity would exist to establish 
a considerable section of trail. The right-of-way and ad-
jacent lands were analyzed as a potential future route, as 
illustrated in the maps and notes.  
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Historic Sites and Landscape

SHPO oversees a large database of historic sites and 
resources.  All resources, including those related to the 
OVNHT, are included within the subsequent analysis map 
series.  These resources include information from SHPO 
surveys as well as a large list of sites related to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places (which the National Park 
Service oversees but individual States manage).  The most 
critical sites include those listed on the National Regis-
ter (NR) or determined eligible (DOE) as they have fur-
ther protection under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act .  The National Park Service has empha-
sized that as part of this study and trail development, that 
historic/cultural resources should be linked, preserved, 
and interpreted.  Specific resources that directly relate to 
the  history of the Overmountain Victory National Historic 
Trail are noted within the subsequent analysis maps and 
notes and include:

Lake James Historic Farm Houses.  Several farmhouses are 
considered historic including, the Benfield Farmhouse, 
the Rust House and Perkins Store (which currently 
serves as a Bed and Breakfast), and the Perkins Farm-
house.

McDowell Hosue/ Quaker Meadows. (See exhibit on the fol-
lowing page.)

Quaker Meadows Cemetery.  Quaker Meadows is iden-
tified as one of the earliest known sites associated 
with white settlement in Western North Carolina.  The 
Quaker Meadows Cemetery served as the cemetery 
to the first settlers in the area, was utilized between 
1767 and 1879, and includes over 61 marked grave sites.  

Charles and Joseph McDowell are buried along with 
several other revolutionary war soldiers. 

Swan Pond.  Swan Pond was settled as a plantation just 
after the Revolutionary War by war veteran Waights-
ville Avery, an influential political leader and early white 
settler of Western North Carolina. Waightsville repre-
sented Burke County as a legislator for many years 
and is perhaps most famous for a supposed duel with 
President Andrew Jackson.  The current house was 
built in 1848.  Several generations of Averys lived on 
the property and influenced in the region.  Swan Pond 
is still intact as a large private estate.

6	 Sensitive Cultural Resources and Permitting: Any construction funded or permitted by the federal government will trigger a project 
review by SHPO of any resources covered under Section 106 (National Historic Preservation Act).  These resources could include human 
remains, burial sites, archeology sites, and historic sites.  If it is found that the action of trail construction could potentially adversely 
affect cultural resources, the SHPO will work with the related Federal Agency to eliminate or minimize the effect. 

7	 Historic Sites and Permitting: In general, a greenway would have no effect or a complimentary relationship to preservation of these 

		       h istorIC  rESOURCES

The Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail Route 
and Buffer 

The original Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail 
(OVNHT) route was identified by a National Parks Ser-
vice research team. The team relied on the 1881 account 
of the march, which has been amended by local histori-
ans, descendent of battle participants, and other sources.  
As part of this congressionally designated trail, any offi-
cially designated portion of the OVNHT must lie within a 
one-mile corridor (half-mile on either side) of the historic 
route.

Sensitive Cultural Resource Areas

Culturally sensitive resource areas have been mapped 
based on input from the NC State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO).  The majority of these areas are recorded 
along the Catawba River. These sites should be avoided 
due to the possibility of historic resources that could be 
destroyed with ground disturbance6.

“the ovnht should 

link, preserve, and 

interpret historic 

and cultural sites 

along its route.” photo by others
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on march 5, 2015, 
23 landowners 
attended the 
landowner 
workshop at the 
burke county 
government 
center. 
A similar landowner meeting was held for 
the Lenoir to Morganton sister OVNHT plan 
in Caldwell County on March 10, 2015. The 
photos seen here are from both events. 
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( A 6 )  warr   i or   for   k  greenwa     y  ease    m ent 
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( A 7 )  crescent         resources         /  warr   i or   for   k  G reenwa    y  ease    m ent 








