


“[THE TRAIL] IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO LITERALLY WALK A PIECE OF HISTORY.”

~  R. G. ABSHER, YADKIN RIVER GREENWAY COUNCIL
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	      UTIL IT IES 		      TRANSPORTATION

The incorporated towns located within the study area maintain 
water and sewer infrastructure, which in some instances have 
easements that can be modified to provide for trail develop-
ment.   

The analysis of the study area includes a review of public infra-
structure and associated easements; these areas are shown on 
the Site Analysis Maps with corresponding opportunities and 
constraints notes.

The analysis of the study area includes a review of the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) right-of-way 
(ROW),  NCDOT plans, existing bike and pedestrian infrastructure (crosswalks, bike lanes, etc.), railways, and existing greenways.

NCDOT’s right-of-way was analyzed to determine where there might be opportunities for developing OVNHT side paths.  These 
areas are shown on the Site Analysis Maps with corresponding opportunities and constraints notes.  

Yadkin River Greenway Underpass at Highway 268
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C H A P T E R  1

The Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail Route and 
Corridor

The Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail route was 
identified by a National Parks Service research team. The team 
relied on the 1881 account of the march, which has been amend-
ed by local historians, descendants of battle participants, and 
other sources.  As part of this congressionally designated trail, 
any officially designated portion of the OVNHT must lie with-
in a one-mile corridor (half-mile on either side) of the historic 
route.

Sensitive Cultural Resource Areas

Culturally sensitive resource areas have been mapped in the 
site analysis study based on input from the NC State Histor-
ic Preservation Office (SHPO).  These areas are shown on the 
Site Analysis Maps with corresponding opportunities and con-
straints notes. These sites should be avoided due to the possi-
bility of historic resources that could be destroyed with ground 
disturbance5. 

Historic Sites and Landscape

SHPO oversees a large database of historic sites and resources.  
All resources, including those related to the OVNHT, are includ-
ed within the subsequent analysis map series.  These resources 
include information from SHPO surveys as well as a large list of 
sites related to the National Register of Historic Places (which 
the National Park Service oversees but individual States man-
age).  The most critical sites include those listed on the Na-
tional Register (NR) or determined eligible (DOE) as they have 
further protection under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act6.  The National Park Service has emphasized 
that as part of this study and trail development, that historic/
cultural resources should be linked, preserved, and interpreted.    

5	 Sensitive Cultural Resources and Permitting: Any construction funded or permitted by the federal government will 
trigger a project review by SHPO of any resources covered under Section 106 (National Historic Preservation Act).  These 
resources could include human remains, burial sites, archeology sites, and historic sites.  If it is found that the action 
of trail construction could potentially adversely affect cultural resources, the SHPO will work with the related Federal 
Agency to eliminate or minimize the effect. 

6	 Historic Sites and Permitting: In general, a greenway would have no effect or a complimentary relationship to 
preservation of these sites, but may require SHPO coordination in circumstances like alterations to historic bridges or 
whole properties.  If federal funds or permitting is required, the SHPO will review this database and analyze for any 
adverse impacts.

		       H ISTORIC  RESOURCES

“THE OVNHT SHOULD LINK, PRESERVE, AND INTERPRET HISTORIC AND 

CULTURAL SITES ALONG ITS ROUTE.”
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The planning 
consultant team 
engaged more  than 
20 landowners 
via phone, email, 
or during the 
DECEMBER 8TH AND 
10TH LANDOWNER 
WORKSHOPS HELD AT 
THE ELKIN CENTER 
and WILKES HERITAGE 
MUSEUM.    
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10' PAVED ASPHALT

User Group:  Multi-use

Material: Paved Asphalt

Preferred Width:  10'

Preferred Easement Width:  50'

Minimum Easement Width:  20'

TYPICAL GREENWAY

“The Yadkin 
River Greenway 

incorporates 
approximately 3.5 

miles of certified 
Overmountain 

Victory National 
Historic Trail.”
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IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES  BY PL ANNING 
SECTION 
The table below provides key implementation information 
associated with each planning section. Key Challenges 
include a summary of the most difficult barriers for realizing 
each trail section. Many of these barriers include costly 
features or note the need to acquire trail easements from 
private landowners. Most importantly, this table assigns an 
Implementing Agency to each planning section.  

IMPLEMENTATION

Section Distance Key  Challenges Estimated Budget Priority  Two

SECTION 1
Elkin to Ronda 3.9

Bridge #1; Bridge to Ronda Memorial Park (#2); 
Clingman Road Underpass; Securing Landowner Trail 
Easements

$2,003,360
Elkin Valley Trails Authority, Town of Elkin, Town of Ronda, Yadkin 

Valley Heritage Corridor, Wilkes County

SECTION 2
Ronda to Roaring River 8.7

Bridge #3 in HorsehoeBend; Roaring River Road 
Underpass; Securing Landowner Trail Easements; 

$4,533,360 Town of Ronda, Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor, Wilkes County

SECTION 3
Roaring River to North Wilkesboro 6.0 Bridges #4 and #5; Securing Landowner Trail 

Easements $2,574,400 Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor, Wilkes County

SECTION 4
North Wilkesboro to Wilkesboro 2.0

Statesville Road Underpass @ NCDOT; Bridge #7 to 
Smoot Park; Blair Island Bridges; Bridge #8; Bridge 
#10 from WRMC Wellness Center; Securing 
Landowner Trail Easements

$2,050,400 Yadkin River Greenway Council, Town of North Wilkesboro,
Town of Wilkesboro

SECTION 5
Wilkesboro to W. Kerr Scott Reservoir 1.5

US 421 Underpass; Moravian Creek Bridge (#11); 
Bridge #12 near YMCA; New Browns Ford Road 
Crossing; Securing Landowner Trail Easements 

$1,592,800 Yadkin River Greenway Council, Wilkes County

ALL SECTIONS TOTAL 22.1 $12,574,320

EXHIBIT 13: PLANNING SECTION IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

• Estimated budget shown above pertains only to the completion of the preferred OVNHT route (does not include existing completed sections of greenway).
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( A 1 )  B U D G E T

SECTION  1-  Elkin to Ronda Units (LF) Unit  Cost Total  Cost

Dual Tread 20592  $ 80.00  $ 1,647,360.00 
Major Bridges (#1) 1  $ 275,000.00  $ 275,000.00 
Minor Bridge/ Culvert (#1) 1  $ 45,000.00  $ 45,000.00 
Road Crossing: Surface (#1, #2) 2  $ 18,000.00  $ 36,000.00 

$2,003,360.00
SECTION  2-  Ronda to Roaring River Units Unit  Cost Total  Cost

Dual Tread 44088  $ 80.00  $ 3,527,040.00 
Town Street Sidepath 1848  $ 90.00  $ 166,320.00 
Major Bridges (#2, #3) 2  $ 275,000.00  $ 550,000.00 
Minor Bridge/ Culvert (#2) 1  $ 40,000.00  $ 40,000.00 
Road Crossing: Underpass (#3, #4) 1  $ 250,000.00  $ 250,000.00 

$4,533,360.00
SECTION  3-  Roaring River to North Wilkesboro Units Unit  Cost Total  Cost

Dual Tread 31680  $ 80.00  $ 2,534,400.00 
Minor Bridge/ Culvert (#3) 1  $ 40,000.00  $ 40,000.00 

$2,574,400.00
SECTION  4-  North Wilkesboro to Wilkesboro Units Unit  Cost Total  Cost

Typical Greenway (10 ft. Paved Asphalt) 10560 $90.00 $950400.00
Major Bridges (#4, #5, #7) Note: #6 is complete 3 $275000.00 $825000.00
Road Crossing: Underpass (#5) Note: #6 is complete 1 $275000.00 $275000.00

$2,050,400.00
SECTION  5-  Wilkesboro to W. Kerr Scott Reservoir Units Unit  Cost Total  Cost

Typical Greenway (10 ft. Paved Asphalt) 7920 $90.00 $712800.00
Major Bridges (#8, #9) 2 $275000.00 $550000.00
Road Crossing: Underpass (#7) 1 $275000.00 $275000.00
Road Crossing: Surface (#8) 1 $55000.00 $55000.00

$1,592,800.00
Total $12,754,320.00

• Does not include land acquisition
• Final trail type will depend on specific environmental conditions and whether trail is located within NCDOT ROW or within a private trail easement.
• Estimated budget shown above pertains only to the completion of the preferred OVNHT route and associated new bridges and road crossings.

Total Section Cost

Total Section Cost

Total Section Cost

Total Section Cost

Total Section Cost












