
About the Chateau at the Oregon Caves
The C hateau  is a  six-story s tru c tu re  w ith a  reinforced concrete  foundation  and 
a  su p ers tru c tu re  of wood fram e construction  w ith enorm ous post and  beam  
interior supports. The build ing  sp a n s  a  sm all gorge an d  a  g rea t deal of the 
building's m ass is banked  into th a t  depression. The first floor houses 
m echanical equipm ent. The second con ta ins b asem en t storage areas. The 
dining room, coffee shop an d  k itchen  a reas  are  on the  th ird  floor—a t the  sam e 
level as the  lower tro u t pool grotto a t  the  im m ediate head  of the  gorge. The 
fourth floor is a t road  level an d  con ta ins the  en tran ce  lobby an d  some hotel 
rooms. The two u p p e r stories have additional hotel room s.

Exterior walls are  sh iplap siding sheathed  w ith cedar bark , giving the building 
a shaggy, ru stic  appearance. The m ain  gable roofs are  steeply p itched and  are 
pierced by shed-roof dorm ers fu rther b roken by gabled-roof dorm ers.

The large lobby on the  fourth  floor of the  building (entered from the level of the 
parking lot) con ta ins a  huge double fireplace of m arble construction . The 
exposed wood beam s of enorm ous size (about 18x24 inches) are  supported  by 
peeled log posts w ith 30- inch  diam eters. The applied wood decoration a t the 
jo in ts  sim ulates wood joinery and  is n o n -stru c tu ra l. The sub tle  gray 
appearance of the wood is due  to airborne partic les of cem ent th a t  settled  on 
the wood w hen sacks were beaten  on the  posts  du ring  construction . Portions 
of the  wood no t initially tin ted  by the  cem ent were colored to m atch . Leading 
from the lobby to the  dow nstairs dining room  and  coffee shop an d  u p s ta irs  to 
hotel room s, is a  handsom e ru stic  sta ircase  of oak, m adrone, an d  pine or fir. 
The open stairwell show s off the  s tru c tu re  of the  s ta irs  to g rea t advantage. The 
simple oak tread s re s t on pa irs  of notched log stringers. The logs are nearly 
the sam e size a s  the  log posts  of the  lobby. The d a rk e r wood of the  peeled 
m adrone b a lu s te rs  an d  the  lighter wood of the  h an d ra ils  an d  newel posts are 
sm ooth-finished b u t re ta in  softened gnarls and  knots. The n a tu ra l light from 
the plate-glass windows th a t  overlook the tro u t pool only em phasize the 
stairwell an d  draw  the  viewer s eye from the d arker portions of th e  lobby.

The m ost com m on in terior wall finish is a  w ainscoting of heartw ood from the 
California redwood w ith p ressed  fiberboard above. The fiberboard is original 
and  only altered  by the  application of fire re ta rd an t. New carpeting  covers the 
original linoleum  of the  lobby and  the  hallways an d  room s of the  hotel. The 
large plate g lass windows in  the  lobby, m ain  stairw ell an d  dining room  are 
topped w ith tw enty-six lights above. All of the  w indows in  the  building are 
wood frame and  vary from eight-over-one double h u n g  to n ine-light casem ents.

The dining room  an d  coffee shop  on the  th ird  floor re ta in  considerable original 
character. The stream  is still channeled  th rough  the  dining room. The original 
wood floor in the  din ing  room, dam aged by flood du ring  the  1960s, h a s  been
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replaced  w ith a  plywood su b  floor and  carpeting. New wooden partitions 
(removable) th a t  a re  jigsaw  in a  p a tte rn  rem in iscen t of B avarian /S w iss chalet 
detailing sep ara te  sections of a  gift gallery next to the  d in ing  room. The open 
room  configuration  rem ains. The coffee shop, com pleted in  1937 re ta in s its 
b irch  a n d  m aple co u n te rs  an d  knotty-pine paneling. The p resen t tile floor 
rep laces th e  original oak  p a rq u e t floor th a t  w as dam aged du ring  the 1963 
flood.

M uch of the  a r ts -a n d -c ra fts  style fu rn itu re  th ro u g h o u t the  build ing is original 
an d  in  excellent condition. The wood fu rn itu re  h a s  lea th e r and  m etal detailing, 
an d  som e sp o rts  pa in ted  designs. Period w rought iron and  b ra ss  lam ps, 
sconces, an d  ch an d e lie rs  light th e  interior. O ther in terio r decoration includes 
Kiser tin ted  pho to g rap h s of local scenes. Some of th e  hardw are  on the  doors is 
also original.

One of th e  rea so n s  th e  bu ild ing  fits so well w ith its  se tting  is th a t  m ost of the 
construc tion  m ate ria ls  a re  local in  origin. The principal tim bers were c u t a  
sh o rt d istance  aw ay an d  trim m ed a t  a  mill on G reyback Creek. The cedar bark  
for the  vertical sid ing cam e from  a  railroad-tie  cu ttin g  operation  nearby. The 
m arble for th e  stone  fireplace w as b lasted  ou t of ad jacen t bedrock while the 
developm ent w as u n d e r  construction .

C hanges to th e  bu ild ing  have been  m inim al. A new sp rink ler system  with cast- 
iron p ipes w as added  to th e  build ing  in 1955.

Flood dam age in  1963 n ecessita ted  the  changes to flooring m aterials in ' the 
dining room  a n d  coffee shop . The steel fire escapes w ith th e ir wooden catw alks 
were ad d ed  in  1962 a fte r the  wooden ve ran d as were irreparab ly  dam aged by 
snow. These ch an g es have done little to a lte r the  integrity  of the  building.

C erta in  lan d scap e  a rch itec tu ra l fea tu res n e a r the  s tru c tu re  contribute to the 
am bience of th e  build ing. T hese fea tu res, co n stru c ted  by the Civilian 
C onservation C orps u n d e r  the  d irection of Park  Service landscape arch itects 
Merel Sager a n d  F rancis Lange, include the  tro u t pools, waterfalls, stone 
re ta in ing  w alls a n d  p a ra p e t walls, an d  the  cam pfire circle. 'A lso included is the 
stone cu rb ing  th a t  b o rd ers  pa thw ays w ithin  the boundaries.

The C h a teau  is opera ted  by Oregon Caves O utfitters providing services critical 
to the  u se  an d  en joym ent of the  Oregon Caves N ational M onum ent, supporting  
educa tion  an d  respec ting  th e  h is to ry  an d  diverse n a tu ra l beau ty  of th is  unique 
environm ent while giving o u r g u ests  the  b e s t in service an d  hospitality.

Oregon Caves O u tfitte rs  is p a rt of the  Illinois Valley Com m unity Development 
O rganization, a  501(c)(3) non-profit, w orking to im prove econom ic an d  social 
conditions in O regon’s  ru ra l sou thw est th ro u g h  p rogram s designed to enhance 
the  s ta n d a rd  of living, c reate  jo b s  a n d  encourage su sta in ab le  com m unity 
developm ent.
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