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The Mountaineers' Annual Outing, 1907 
Announcement of Final Plan* for the Olympic Expedition 

N the heart of the Olympics! 
Such will be the Mountaineer's camp in 

Elwha basin at the head of Elwha river. 
Four streams unite here and start the main 
stream that flows sixty miles to the straits. 
Its valley thus affords a magnificent high­
way into the center of the range. 

The mountains at the head of the valley 
nearly encircle the basin, leaving only a 
break to the east, where the river circles 
around Mt. Dana. 

Second only to Mt. Olympus, among the 
Olympics, these mountains stand 4,000 feet 
above the camp, itself 3,300 feet, and their 
peaks are clad in snow and ice. From the 
mountains directly above camp the panorama 
of mountains stretches away on all sides in 
countless hundreds of peaks. 

In the distance, to the northward, is the 
summit of Mt. Angeles, which is the first of 
the range to be seen to the east of Ihe Elwha 
as one leaves Port Angeles. Nearer and to 
the left are the snow clad ridges that divide 

Boulder, Cat, Long and Goldie rivers, while winding away to the southwest 
and south is the long, dark valley of the Elwha. To the eastward is the 
great wall of the coast range which from the Sound hides all the rest of 
the range and creates the idea that the Olympics is a long, narrow ridge. 
Due east is the summit of Constance, seemingly low, compared to the sea 
of peaks which rise south of the Elwha and at the head of the Queets and 
Quinault. Directly south is the crag of Mt. Moany with Mt. Seattle at its 
left. To the right of Mt. Meany the Queets valley cuts a dark channel 
southeast toward the Pacific. Beyond the Queets and a little north is the 
massive bulk of Olympus itself. The remnant of a once great plateau, it 
is separated from the main range by the valleys of the Queets and Hoh 
rivers, the first in a valley 5,000 feet deep and the second one 7,000 feet. 
Its only connection with the other peaks is the ridge that leads to the north­
east which forms the divide for the Elwha, Queets and Hoh rivers. The 
Elwha does not reach Olympus, being cut off by the range forming Mt. 
Queets and Mt. Meany. 

From the main plateau a number of pinnacles rise above the field of 
ice and snow, but one near the center appears considerably higher than 
the others and this will probably prove to be the summit when we reach 
the main mountain. The temporary camp for the climb will be at some 
point along this ridge and the ascent made on either the Queets or Hoh 
side of the ridge. 

The committee did not find it practicable to attempt the ascent of Mt. 
Olympus on the preliminary Irip, because it was impossible to be away 
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from the pack horses longer than twelve hours. It was not possible to 
climb the mountain in that time over the soft snows that covered the range. 
The ascent did not appear to be very difficult and can undoubtedly be made 
by all who wish to do so. The beautiful meadows east of the mountain at 
the head of the Queets were covered with snow, but ridges exposed to the 
warmth of the sun gave promise of the wealth of flowers that would be 
found later on all the mountain slopes. 

This group of mountains, the highest part of the Olympics, is little 
known, more because it has been inaccessible than because of the real 
difficulties of traveling through it. The only trails to the upper Elwha 
have been the elk trails and the few who knew their way among the laby­
rinth of these to the headwaters did not wish others to share their knowl­
edge, so no trails were blazed. A few hours or days at most, and the calk 
marks of their horses shoes were stamped out by other bands of elk and 
the trail lost again. 

A slide and some fallen timber blocked even this trail and the only 
way of reaching the upper Elwha was a trail over the high ridge between 
Long and Goldie rivers. This crossed the divide at 5,900 feet and the s'.cep 
grades make it impossible to pack supplies enough to accommodate a party 
as large as the Mountaineers. Port Angeles came to our aid and opened a 
trail for ten miles into Press valley and a new one for six miles at the head 
of the valley into Elwha basin. But for this work it would have been im­
possible for our club to have reached Mt. Olympus and because of it a 
permanent way will have been opened into this region, one of the most 
beautiful in the state. 

Comparisons of mountains arc impossible, but not one of the camping 
spots has afforded so many beautiful spots for side trips. There are four 
peaks that can be climbed in a single day from camp, and from the summit 
of each the view is magnificent. Rugged mountains are all around one, 
not distant and dwarfed as they are from the summit of the great volcanoes. 

FINAL PLANS. 

The first division will leave Seattle Wednesday morning, July 24th, at 
7:30 taking a lunch to eat on the steamer. They will reach Port Angeles 
about 1:30, where there will be stages to accommodate all who do not wish 
to walk to McDonald. This stage fare will be $1.00 each and those who 
wish to be accommodated should notify the secretary at once, or when 
making application to go on outing. The change in boat schedule makes 
berths and meals on the boat unnecessary, and there will be no other 
expenses on the trip in. The Outing Committee will begin furnishing meals 
at McDonald. The distance from Port Angeles to McDonald is fen miles 
and the walking good, so many will undoubtedly prefer to walk. 

The first day's tramp on the trail will be from McDonald to Geyser 
Valley, a distance of eleven miles. The trail is through timber the entire 
distance and is one of the features of the trip. Springs break out among 
the rocks and for miles there is a mass of beautiful ferns. Groups of frail 
maiden hair ferns stand three feet high and they can be seen clinging 
among crevices in the rocks high up above the trail. 

The second camp of the party will be at Geyser Valley and members 
of the party will have the entire day to walk to this camp and will have 
only their lunch to carry. This lunch will be issued to them after breakfast 



47 THE MOUNTAINEER 

at McDonald. The pack train will accompany the party and each member 
will be required to pack his own belongings ready to go on the horses and 
deliver them to the packers. Beyond this he will have no care of his per­
sonal effects, as they will be delivered at the next camp early enough to 
enable all to make camp comfortable for the night. 

The third camp will be at Elkhorn Flat between the Lillian and the 
Lost rivers. The fourth near the mouth of the Godkin and the fifth, the 
main camp, at Elwha basin. 

The trail for the greater part of the distance follows the Elwha Valley 
through a heavy growth of timber. At some points it is necessary to leave 
the valley to avoid small canyons or to cross one of the tributaries, but 
these rises are never more than a few hundred feet. 

Beyond the Hayes there are no burns at all. The timber, for the most 
part hemlock and white fir, stands in one great, unscathed forest, with 
such a canopy overhead that the sun can scarcely penetrate and under­
growth languishes. This dense growth extends up the valley until the 
basin is reached, where the growth changes to Alpine within a hundred feet, 
and one steps across a branch of the Elwha into a mountain meadow sur­
rounded by high mountains. 

The second division will leave Seattle Saturday, Aug. 3rd, in charge 
of Prof. Henry Landes and will follow the same schedule as the first 
division. 

It has been found necessary to make the following additions and 
changes in rules and regulations fur the outing. 

Only 25 pounds of dunnage can be taken with the party, the balance 
must be delivered to the committee, on July 5th, at the City dock. Two 
members can arrange to pack their bedding together in one dunnage bag 
for the trip and can send their other effects in another dunnage bag. This 
will relieve them of caring for their entire dunnage on the trail and has 
been found necessary. 

Everyone must provide calks enough to reset their shoes at least twice 
while on the outing. Use No. 7 for the heels and No. 5 for the soles. It 
will be necessary to have shoes well nailed with cone-headed Hungarian or 
hob-nails, and these should be in the ball of the foot and extend back 
nearly to the heel. 

The committee requests that no fire arms be carried. There is no 
game that can be killed at this season and Ihe promiscuous use of fire arms 
during the outing cannot help but be a menace to other members of the 
party. Also when bands of elk are sighted, as they so frequently were on 
the preliminary trip, the temptation to try just one shot would be very 
great. Should a member of our party wound or kill one of these magnifi­
cent animals, in defiance of the V. S. laws, it could be nothing but a dis­
grace to the club. 

All women of the party who expect to go on side trips or climb any of 
the peaks, must be prepared to wear bloomers or better still knickerbockers, 
as on all these trips no skirts will be allowed. 

Final payment of outing deposit should be sent to the secretary at the 
earliest convenience and must be in before July 20th. 
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From the summit of the range can be seen an excellent view of the 
surrounding country. On the north Port Townsend appeared near at hand, 
while northwest could be seen the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Vancouver 
Island with its mountain peaks towering as far as the eye could see. To 
the east Puget Sound meandered like a broad river until it became lost 
among the islands toward Olympia. Beyond it in plain sight were Everett, 
Seattle and Tacoma with the snow covered peaks of the Cascades for a 
background. To the west lay range after range of mountains with their 
bases resting upon a plateau. 

The Mountaineers, Ascent of Mount Si. 
By ALIDA J. B1GELOW 

ON May the tenth a party of twenty-seven left Seattle for the club's 
first mountain conquest. Everyone was ready with true mountaineer 
spirit. No seats in the car were attainable and so the baggage car 

was given us for the trip. This only made it a greater lark and those who 
haven't traveled widely in such cars don't know what fun it is. The rain 
on the way made the woodsy smell only the sweeter and upon arriving in 
Snoquahnie several of the most venturesome still cried to sleep out. How­
ever, the women of the party went to the hotels and the men rested on the 
soft floor of a vacant house offend as our headquarters, during the stay. 

Saturday morning we were all assembled from the four corners of Sno­
quahnie, by a melodious "Chinese" gong, consisting of a circular saw hung 
on a wire. That camp in the yard of the headquarters was our home for 
the two days spent in the village. There was abundant supply of kindling 
wood, right at hand, boxes for tables and chairs, and a well of fine water. 
Really a fashionable camp we all agreed. 

The first day was spent in visiting the falls, with one or two side trips 
taken by the followers of Isaac Walton. Everyone who had not seen Sno­
quahnie Falls before was greatly surprised at their beauty. The trail 
through the woods, through the dense shadows, suddenly ending at the 
verge of the cliff over which the waters dash two hundred sixty-eight feet 
is enough to quicken anyone's pulse. Several followed the trail to the base 
of the cliff and had a little experience in rock scrambling, which came in 
good play the following trip. No matter where you view the falls they are 
imposing and the fact that they give away so much of their power, still 
retaining such beauty makes one appreciate the foamy, tumbling mass the 
more. 

In the evening a huge campfire cracked and sissed on the river hank 
down the hill from camp Dr. Peck and Dr. Eaton were masters of cere­
monies and their evening program was certainly a success. Each member 
of the party contributed a number and when the second party came from 
the train 1hey were met by flaming torches and lusty yells of welcome, 
which echoed and re-echoed down the valley. After gathering around 
again and listening to Professor Landes' plans for the morning trip, the 
camp fire was abandoned and sleeping-bags sought. 

The next morning almost before the first Snoqualmie cock crew, the 
line-up for Mount Si was ready. Some of the party had to be left behind 
for which evervone was heartilv sorrv. Professor Landes was in charge of 




