
CLIMATE AND SEASONS

T he clim ate is predom inantly  a m arine type 
w ith cool sum m ers, mild bu t ra ther cloudy 
winters, moist air, and a small daily range in 
tem peratures. T he w eather is extremely un-
predictable. Rainfall is quite varied. Se- 
quim , on the northeast side of the  peninsula 
receives an average of about seventeen in-
ches of precip ita tion  a year. W hile forty 
airline miles to  the west, in the  rain  forest 
valleys, precip ita tion  can average as m uch as 
140 inches p er year. Seventy-six percen t of 
the yearly precip ita tion  falls during the  sue 
m onths betw een O ctober 1 and M arch 31. 
T here  is no defin ite tim e for the beginning 
and ending of the dry o r rainy seasons. The 
transition  is gradual and variable.

W IN TER * D uring the w inter season, after-
noon tem peratu res are in the 40’s and night 
tim e readings are  usually in the upper 20’s 
or lower 30’s. In low er elevations and  near 
the w ater, snow seldom  reaches a depth  in 
excess of six to ten  inches or rem ains on the 
ground m ore than  a few days. H owever, 
snowfall and dep th  on the ground increases 
dram atically along the slopes and tops o f the 
m ountains.

SPRIN G  * Is mostly wet, mild, and often 
windy. H igher elevations are cooler with 
possible snow flurries. T em peratures usual-
ly range from  35 degrees F. to 60 degrees F.

SU M M ER * Is generally fair and  warm. 
A fte rn o o n  tem p era tu res  in th e  w arm est 
sum m er m onths average from  65 degrees F. 
to 70 degrees F., occasionally reaching 80 
degrees F. A  tem peratu re  o f 85 degrees F. 
is considered unusually warm. N ight tim e 
tem peratu res can drop as low as 45 degrees 
F. Frequently, during the la tte r half of the 
sum m er and early fall, fog banks and low 
clouds form  over the ocean and move inland 
at night. Tops of the clouds are  generally 
below 3000 feet; thus higher elevations are 
som etim es clear while the lower valleys are

filled with fog. Fog som etim es disappears 
before mid-day. O n m ost sum m er after-
noons near the  w ater, a m oderate  to cool 
b r e e z e  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d .  A  few  
thunderstorm s usually occur each summer, 
especially in the higher elevations. N orm al-
ly very little  rain  falls during the sum m er 
m onths bu t it has also been  known to rain 
for several days during this period.

FALL * Is usually cool and w et with oc-
casional winds. Early snow storm s are  pos-
sib le  in  th e  m o u n ta in s . T e m p e ra tu re s  
usually range from  35 degrees F. to  65 
degrees F.

PRECIPITA TIO N  AVERAGES

Port Angeles
Spring 1.32 inches p er m onth average 
Sum m er .67 inches p er m onth average 
Fall 2.45 inches per m onth average 
W inter 3.76 inches per m onth average 
Average inches per year * 24.6

Staircase (Lake Cushman)
Spring 6.60 inches p er m onth average 
Sum m er 1.70 inches p e r m onth average 
Fall 9.40 inches p er m onth average
W inter 15.71 inches p er m onth
average
Average inches per year * 100.25

Kalaloch (Ocean Beaches)
Spring 8.94 inches per m onth average 
Sum m er 3.13 inches p er m onth average 
Fall 11.17 inches per m onth average 
W inter 17.12 inches per m onth average 
Average inches per year * 103.0

Hoh (Rain Forest)
Spring 12.48 inches p er m onth average 
Sum m er 3.14 inches p er m onth average 
Fall 13.15 inches p er m onth average 
W inter 15.75 inches p er m onth average 
Average inches per year * 133.58
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