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All geologic Resources Inventory geologic map data and publications are available at
https://go.nps.gov/gripubs.
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The timbered entryway to the Earth Lodge leads visitors in to see the perfectly round, original floor dating back to 
the Mississippian Period (900-1600 CE). The interior floor was built up with kaolin clay, a soft white clay derived 
from weathered Piedmont bedrock. The kaolin was mined from a (now) pond below the Great Temple Mound. 
Photograph by Georgia Hybels (Colorado State University) taken in March 2012.

Great Temple and Lesser Temple Mounds rise above the muted, floodplain landscape along the Ocmulgee River. 
Thick deposits of unconsolidated Coastal Plain sediments were the source material for the mound builders. These 
are among the seven temple mounds and one funeral mound dating back to over 1100 CE that are preserved at 
the park. Photograph by Georgia Hybels (Colorado State University) taken in March 2012.
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