
 

 

Head on Down to Blue Heron for the Annual Ghost 
Train Storytelling Event on Saturday, September 14.  

Park rangers will guide visitors through the former coal camp 
to local storytellers who will tell tales from long ago.  Music 
and festivities starts at 6 p.m. (ET).  

 
Grab a Blanket or Folding Chair and 
Come to the 27th Annual "Haunting 
in the Hills” Storytelling Festival on 
Saturday, September 21, at Bandy 
Creek field for a day of stories, music, 
and more.  The fun starts at 10 a.m. (ET) 
and goes until 10 p.m.  Don’t miss this 
memorable event that celebrates one 
of the oldest and most valuable tradi-
tions of the Cumberland Plateau, story-
telling! 

Two Ways to Celebrate Public Lands 
Day (Saturday, September 28).   

Free camping at Alum Ford 
Campground as well as all back-
country permits for this day.  
Join experts and amateur astrono-
my enthusiasts from across the re-
gion at 8:30 p.m. (ET).  Telescopes 
will be set up and, in case of inclem-
ent weather, an alternate program will be given in the In-
terpretation & Education Building across from the Bandy 
Creek Visitor Center.  

Join Us on Sunday, September 29, to Hike John Litton 
Farm Loop.  Meet a ranger at 10 a.m. (ET) at the Bandy Creek 
swimming pool parking lot for a moderate 6.3 mile hike.  Don’t 
miss this opportunity to feel the isolation of the early settlers 
who inhabited the hollows and creek valleys of Big South Fork.  
Bring water, snacks, and lunch.  Well behaved dogs are wel-
come; however, leashes are required. 

Eight days of storytelling start on Saturday, the  
14th, with Ghost Train tales at Blue Heron, 
visits to area schools during the week, and 

ends with the all day Haunting in the Hills Fes-
tival at Bandy Creek on Saturday, the 21st. 

Bandy Creek Visitor Center  
(423) 286-7275 or visit us at: 
www.nps.gov/biso 
Twitter@BigSouthForkNPS 
www.facebook.com/BigSouthForkNPS 
www.Instagram.com/BigSouthForkNPS 
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Join Us for “Astrophotography for Beginners” on 
Friday, September 6, at 7 p.m. (ET) at the Obed Visitor 
Center with guest speaker, George Srdanov.  Following the 
presentation, weather permitting, an evening stargaze 
outside the Visitor Center will focus on lunar and planetary 

observing, with opportunities to 
capture lunar photographs on your 
smart-phones through the lens of our 
telescopes.  The evening stargaze will 
begin at 8:30 p.m.  Amateur 
astronomers are also invited to bring 
their telescopes.  
 

Night Hike with a Ranger on 
Friday, September 13, at 7:45 p.m. 
(ET).  Join us for an easy hike on the 
Overlook Trail to enjoy the rise of the 
nearly-full Harvest Moon rising over 
the Clear Creek Gorge, viewed from 
the Lilly Bluff Overlook.  You won’t 
want to miss this opportunity to enjoy 
nature at night in an International 
Dark Sky Park!  Participants should 
meet at the Lilly Overlook parking 
area, located just after crossing the 
Lilly Bridge on Ridge Road in Morgan 
County, TN.  
 

Boulder with a Ranger on Saturday, September 14, at 
noon  (ET).  Meet at Lilly Overlook picnic area to learn about 
the fundamentals of outdoor bouldering in this hands-on 
program.  The program will include an orientation to the Lilly 
Boulder Field, a discussion of safety considerations and 
equipment needed to get started, and opportunities to 
practice outdoor boulder climbing techniques.  Wear weather 
appropriate clothing and comfortable footwear, and bring 
water and snacks.  Participants should expect to spend 2-3 
hours for this program.   

Obed Visitor Center  
(423) 346-6294 or visit us at: 

www.nps.gov/obed 
   Twitter@ObedNPS 

   www.facebook.com/ObedNPS 
www.Instagram.com/ObedNPS 
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