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I. IIVD ADA IllVlllTOIY FOIM ..• 

A. Geueral information • 
1~ Bame of .river 

Madiiaon River 

2.. Location of etudy unit 

The at.udy unit consists of the portions of the river from th·e 
•ource to Hebaen Lake. from the outlet at Bebgen Lake to •lack 
water at IDnla Lake, and from Innis La~e Dam to the confluence 
with tbe Jefferaoa River. · 

!he river ie locate4 in s~uthweatern Montana, and is formed by 
. the 'juactioo of the Firehole and Gibbon Ri~era iD Yellov1toae 

Rational Park. It flov• in a general northvard direction from 
the Park uniting vitb the Gall~tin and Jeffer1on Rivera near· 
Three Pork•, Montana to form the Missourl River. The Madison 
1, one of the laraer mouatain riv~ra in the Miaaouri River 
·Jf&\iia • 

3 •· States 

Wyomins and Montana 

4. Counties 

·Gallatin and Madison Counties in Montana, Park CoUDty in Wyoming 
(Yellowstone Rational Park) 

S. Major drainage basin 

Ml1souri River Basin 

6. Population vithin 50 miles 150,000; 150 miles 700,000; 250 
milee 1,500,000 

7. Weather characteristica by 1eaaons and inclusive dates when 
1tudy unit le b;st suited f~r public use and normal weather 
conditions during that period. 

The peak recreation season is generally from about May 1 to 
September 3~. 

Temperature 1• characterised by mar~ed fluctuations due to varia­
tions in elevation free 4,000 feet to 11,000 feet. ·Short periods 
in sumner are moderately hot an4 dry, but the average temperature 
from May to September is slightly below 600 r. Wlntera are uaually 
cold·vith period• of exceedingly low temperatures. Temperatures 
a1 lov as -600 P have been ~ecorded at Rebaen Dam. 
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