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UNITED srATES DEPARI'MENT OF 'IHE INTERIOR/NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

As the Nation's principal conservation a· 
gency, the Department of the Interior has 
responsibility for most of our nationally 
owned public lands and natural resources. 
This includes fostering the wisest use of our 
land and watef resources, protecting our 
fish and wildlife, preserving the environ

mental and cultural values of our national parks and historical 
places, and providing for the enjoyment of life through out· 
door recreation. The Department assesses our energy and min· 
eral resources and works to assure that their development is 
in the best interests of all our people. The Department also 
has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in island territories un
der U. S. administration. 



SUMMARY 

This study was undertaken at the direction of the Congress to determine 
the p:>tential of the Myakka River for inclusion in the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 'llle 66-mile long Myakka River is located in 
Manatee, sarasota, and Charlotte Counties in southwest Florida. 'llle study 
found 37 miles of the river eligible for inclusion in the National System 
based on its free-flowing condition and the outstandingly remarkable 
scenic, ecologic, fish a1.1d wildlife, and recreational values found in the 
river oorridor. Many of these values are preserved in a 12-mile segment 
within the Myakka River State Park. 

The study was conducted in close cooperation with federal, State, and 
local agencies of government, particularly the Florida Department of 
Natural Resources and the affected counties. 'llle µililic was involved 
throughout the study process through public meetings, public planning 
workshops and numerous personal oontacts and letters. ~inions expressed 
reflected the interests of owners of riverfront property, industry and 
environmental groups, and area residents. 

Study participants identified outstandingly remarkable scenic, ecologic, 
fish and wildlife, and recreational values in a 34-mile segment from 
Route 780 south to the Sarasota-<llarlotte County line (river mile 7.5) and 
a 3-mile segment from river mile 3 to the river's rrouth. 'lbe segment from 
the Sarasota-<llarlotte County line to river mile 3 possesses significant 
natural resource and recreational qualities, however, the degree of 
developnent and shoreline alteration in this reach of the river makes it 
ineligible for inclusion in the National System. 

Three alternatives were developed and evaluated in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 'lllose three alternatives are 
designation of a portion of the river as a wild and scenic river 
(Alternative A), protection of the river without designation 
(Alternative B), and oo action (Alternative C). 

Alternative A is the recomnended alternative and involves designation of 
the 12-mile segment within the Myakka River State Park as a 
State-administered corrpcnent of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. Additional eligible segments oould be a:Xled to this designated 
portion of the river as local and State initiatives to provide permanent 
protection for the river corridor are irrplemented. A Myakka River 
Conmission to represent the three-county area and oorrposed of landowners, 
conservationists, business interests, and representatives of local 
government oould be established to develop strategies for protecting the 
river. 'lllere are numerous ways to institute a river basin oomnission. 
Several options are discussed in this report. 
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<J!AP'IBR I 

PURPOSE OF STUIJf AID OiARACTERISTICS WHIOI MAKE 'lHE ARPA A \AX)R!HY 

ADDITIOO 'IO 'IHE NATIOOAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS SYSI'EM 

On October 2, 1968, the Congress enacted Public Law 90-542 whid1 
established the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. In Section 1(b) 
of that Act Congress stated that: 

"It is hereby declared to be the policy of the United States that 
certain selected rivers of the Nation which, with their imnediate 
environments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, 
geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar 
values, shall be preserved in free-flowing condition, and that they 
and their irrrnediate environments shall be protected for the benefit 
and enjoyment of present and future generations. 'lhe Congress 
declares that the established national policy of dam and other 
construction at appropriate sections of the rivers of the United 
States needs to be conplemented by a policy that w::>uld preserve other 
selected rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing condition 
to protect the water quality of such rivers and to fulfill other 
vital national conservation p.irposes." 

To carry out this policy, the Congress instituted the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System initially conposed of eight rivers which were designated in 
Section 3(a) of the Act. 'lhe Congress provided for additions to that 
System in Section S(a) by designating 27 potential wild and scenic rivers 
which were to be studied. Subsequent amendments to the Act have increased 
the number of rivers, or segments of rivers, in the National System to 61 
and the number of study rivers to 88. 

The Congress authorized a study of the Myakka River in an amendment to the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act on November 10, 1978. Section S(a) states 
that: "The following rivers are hereby designated for 'JX)tential addition 
to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System • ( 70) Myakka, 
Florida.--The segment south of the southern ooundary of the Myakka River 
State Park." 

Section 4(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act specifies that a study 
report shall accorrpany proposals and recomnendations submitted by the 
President to Congress for addition to the National Wild and Scenic System. 
Rep::>rts nust set forth: 

1. The area included within the report; 

2. The characteristics which do or do not make the river a worthy 
addition to the system; 

3. The current status of landownership and use in the area; 
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4. 'Ihe reasonably foreseeable potential uses of land and water which 
would be enhanced, foreclosed, or curtailed if the area were included 
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System; 

5. 'Ihe federal agency by which it is proposed the area, should it be 
added to the System, be administered; 

6. 'Ihe extent to which it is proposed that such crlministration including 
costs thereof, be shared by State and local agencies, and: 

7. '!be estimated cost to the United States of acquiring necessary lands 
and interests in land and of aaninistering the area, should it be 
added to the System. 

In accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental J:Ulicy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969, the inpacts oo the hlltlal and natural environment of 
the proposed action, and the alternatives oonsidered, were assessed and 
are discussed in this report. '!his report oont>ines the wild and scenic 
river study report with an environmental assessment, as is encouraged by 
NEPA regulations. 'Ibis report also serves as a oonpliance Cbcument for 
the National Historic Preservation Act, Public Law 89-665; the Fish and 
Wildlife Coordination Act, Public Law 85-264 and the Floodplain and 
Wetlands Executive Orders (E.O. 11988 and E.O. 11990). 

In evaluating the Myakka' s eligibility for th~ National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, the authorized study area was extended to include the 
Myakka River State Park and river area up to the oounty road 780 river 
crossing (see Classification Map). Joint Department of Agriculture and 
Department of the Interior guidelines for oonducting wild and scenic river 
studies provide for the expansion of the original study area either in 
length or width as may be desirable to preserve and facilitate management 
of river ecosystems, historic or archeological areas or other special 
areas. 'Ihe study team's rationale for extending the study area is as 
follows: 

1. '!be Myakka River State Park which enconpasses approximately 12 miles 
of the Myakka River, imnediately a:3joins the authorized study area, is 
in public rather than private ownership, is presently managed in a 
protective status, and is perhaps the roc>st outstanding natural 
resource area within the Myakka River system; 

2. The river area imnediately above the State park up to the a:>unty road 
780 crossing also exhibits many of the scenic, wildlife, and 
recreation qualities of the state park. 'Ihe County R:>ad 780 crossing 
provides a readily distinguishable piysical ooundary for the study 
area. 
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Findings 

The stt.rly of the Myakka River and its basin produced the following 
findings: 

1 . 'lbe portion of the Myakka River upstreCiffi of oounty road 780 has mt 
been studied in a oorrprehensive way but findings to date indicate that 
this segment does not possess the outstandingly remarkable values 
necessary to qualify a river for inclusion in the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. However, special management of this portion of 
the river is necessary to assure adequate water quality and quantity 
for the remainder of the river Cbwnstream. 

2. 'Ihe following segments of the Myakka River study area meet the 
eligibility criteria described in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and, 
therefore, qualify for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. 

a. 'lbe river segment from oounty road 780 to the Sarasota/Charlotte 
County line (aJ;l>roximately 34 river miles). 

b. The river segment beginning approximately 1/2 mile oouth of oounty 
road 771 (El Jobean area) to the river's rrouth in the vicinity of 
Hog Island (a~roximately 3 river miles). 

The eligible river segments possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, 
eoologic, fish and wildlife, and recreational values. 'lbe segment from 
the Sarasota/Charlotte County line to the El Jobean area possesses 
significant natural resource and recreational qualities, however, the 
degree of developnent and shoreline alteration within this river segment 
is judged to be inoonsistent with the criteria for wild and scenic river 
designation. 

Proposed Action 

To protect the free-flowing oondition and outstandingly remarkable values 
of the eligible segments of the river and the system as a whole it is 
proposed that: 

1. 'Ihe 12-mile segment of the river within the Myakka River State Park be 
included as a State-administered oorrponent of the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 

2. 'Ihis segment be classified as a oorrbination of "wild" and "scenic" as 
is indicated on the proposed Classification Map. 

3. Additional eligible segments be designated as oorrponents of the 
National System as local and State initiatives to provide permanent 
protection for the river oorridor are inplemented. A Myakka River 
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Ccrrmission could be established to a:x>rdinate efforts to conserve the 
remaining portions of the river. 

4. '!he management of all segments of the river roming under special 
management ercphasize preservation of natural values and disrourage 
intensive recreation use. 

5. Federal agencies be required to support in their planning and projects 
the preservation of the Myakka River as a national wild and scenic 
river. 

Study Initiation 

The Myakka River State Park was aie of several parks created in the early 
1930's by the Department of the Interior's Civilian Conservation Corps. 
In 1942 the Myakka River State Park became one of four State parks 
conprising the State of Florida's park system. '!be Myakka River was 
selected as a State park because of its exceptional natural beauty end 
other environmental values. 

The Myakka River has remained relatively untouched by the rapid 
developnent of south Florida over the past 2 decades. lbtiever, many 
people have become ooncerned that ?'losphate mining and the rapid pace of 
urban developnent will c:rlversely inpact the river. 

On December 16, 1975, the Sarasota County Comnission cdopted a i:esolution 
recognizing the outstanding values of the Myakka River and i:ecomnending 
that Representative L. A. "Skip" Bafalis introduce legislation to crl<j the 
river to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

A bill to study the Myakka River for wild and scenic river designation was 
first introduced to the Congress by Iepresentative L. A. "Skip" Bafalis. 
The National Park and Recreation Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-625) was 
passed on November 10, 1978, and designated the poi:,-tion of the Myakka 
River south of the southern oourrlary of the Myakka River State Park for 
study. Subsequently a bill was introduced by Iepresentative Bafalis to 
include the remaining portion of the river in the study. '!he Congress has 
not acted on this bill. 

Governmental and OrganizationC!l Interrelationships 

The stlrly was conducted in close cxx:>peration with other agencies of 
government, particularly the Florida Department of Natural Resources and 
the affected counties. Prior to formal initiation of the study, the 
National Park Service held an organizational meeting with representatives 
of local, State, and federal agencies in the study area. 'I.he p.iroose of 
this meeting was to conduct joint field work and identify issues of 
concern as well as identify the :EX>tential roles of agencies assisting in 
the study. 
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Citizen Participation 

Public involvement is an important aspect of any study process. It is the 
pol icy of the Department of the Interior, " • • . to off er the p.ibl ic 
meaningful owcrtuni ties for participation in decisionmaking processes 
leading to actions and p:>licies \\hich may significantly affect or interest 
them." 1/ 'Ibe National Park Service i:olicy on p..iblic participation in park 
planning declares that, " ••• the Service will take JX)Sitive actions to 
involve the p..iblic as individuals and through p..iblic interest groups end 
organizations at the earliest possible staqe in the planning process 
before planning decisions have been made."Y 

'file p..ibl ic participated throughout the study process in p.ibl ic meetings, 
public planning workshops, and by numerous personal contacts and letters. 
A copy of a p.iblic information brochure summarizing the results of the 
public planning workshops is provided in the Appendix and provides greater 
detail on p..ibl ic response to the issues raised by the study. Many of the 
comnents and suggestions provided by the p..iblic have been incorporated in 
the proposed alternative. 
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2/ U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Management 
-Policies, 1978. 
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Eligibility 

The Myakka River was designated for stllfy of its p:>tential for inclusion 
in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System through an anendment of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-S42. 'l'he Act sets forth certain criteria 
by which each candidate for the Sy$tem is to be evaluated. In ceder to be 
eligible for inclusion in the System a river must be in free-flowing 
condition and nust exhibit at least a'le of the following values to an 
outstandingly remarkable degree: ~ecreation, fish and wildlife, geologic, 

1-6 



scenic, historic, cultural or other similar values. Outstandingly 
remarkable values should be of national or rrultistate significance, unique 
or very rare when conpared with similar areas. 'Ihe determination of 
whether a river area contains "outstandingly remarkable" values is a 
professional judgerrent en the part of the study team. However, the basis 
for this judgerrent is to be oocumented in the study report. 

The river study corridor defined by Congress included only the segment 
south of the Myakka River State Park. During the course of this study it 
was determined that the rrost oote\AK>rthy values of the Myakka River are 
found within the Myakka River State Park. ':therefore, the study area was 
extended to include the p:>rtion of the Myakka River south of county road 
780. 'lhis demarcation was chosen because county road 780 is a logical 
physical boundary and river access point. 'Ihe river area inmediately 
aoove the State Park to County !bad 780 also exhibits many of the scenic, 
wildlife and recreational qualities found .in the State Park. 

The National Park Service has determined that 37 miles of the Myakka River 
are eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 
This is based on the free-flowing condition and the outstandingly 
remarkable scenic, ecological, fish and wildlife and recreational values 
identified during the course of this study through public planning 
workshops and detailed analysis. 

Outstandingly Remarkable Scenic Values. Segments of the Myakka River, 
particularly within the Myakka River State Park, {X)ssess outstanding 
scenic vistas of pristine South Florida habitats. Peaceful oak and palm 
harrmocks line the banks of the river and its expansive lakes. Oak trees 
overhanging the slow rroving black.water river are often laden with 
bromeliads, orchids, spanish rross and other air plants. I.Dwer Myakka Lake 
is a prime habitat for wading birds. 'Ihe visitor to this area is treated 
to the spectacle of a great number and variety of these in a pristine 
native habitat. 

In the lower reaches of the river wide expanses of salt marsh along the 
river banks provide variety to the scenic qualities of the river. :£1.bst of 
the river remains in long stretches of secluded wilderness with few man 
made intrusions on its natural scenic qualities. 

Outstandingly Remarkable Ecological Values. The Myakka River's ecological 
values include its function of providing habitat, the relationship of the 
river to Charlotte Harbor, and certain unique characteristics resulting 
from its location. 

The Myakka River remains in a largely undeveloped and pristine natural 
condition. As a result the river corridJr provides a diversity of 
habitats for wildlife in an area which is rapidly developing. 'Ihe river 
provides an i.nportant source of freshwater to Charlotte Harbor. 'Ihe bays 
and estuaries of the Charlotte Harbor ecosystem oourish and shelter some 
of the richest a:>nmercial and sport fisheries in Florida. 
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In relation to the rest of the United States the diversity of plant 
species along the Myakka River is remarkable. '!his is due to the ooerlap 
of subtropical and temperate plant comnunities in this area. Tropical 
vegetation such as wild coffee and leather fern can be found along with 
buttonbush and maples which are considered to be exarrples of a rrore 
northern flora. 

'Ihe Myakka River, as a southern blackwater river with a diversity of 
habitats, ....ould make a unique addition to the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. All the existing ronponents of the National System are 
within the tenperate :zone or in the State of Alaska. 

QJtstandingly Remarkable Fish and Wildlife Values. '!he expansiveness and 
diversity of habitats occurring on or adjacent to the river has attracted 
and continues to support many native and migratory species. At least 
eight major natural terrestial vegetation types can be identified in the 
river basin. 'lhese can be subdivided into at least eighteen subtypes. 
The four ma.jor aquatic habitats (the river itself, small tributaries, 
lakes and ponds, and marshes) can also be subdivided into a variety of 
subtypes. such environmental diversity favors wildlife. In crldition the 
Myakka River is located in an area of transition between the tenperate aid 
subtropical zones. 'lherefore species of the terrperate and subtropical 
zones can b::>th occur in the area. 

QJtstandingly Remarkable Recreational Values. '!he Myakka River offers 
outstanding OJ:l>Ortunities for wilderness canoeing and nature study. 
Within the State park, picnicking and campsites are available in CErtain 
areas. Because of the fragile nature of the environment, recreation use 
should be limited based on a carrying capacity. In cdiition, recreational 
use outside the State park should be at a minimal level and subject to 
strict rontrols. Riparian landowners have repeatedly voiced their 
OJ:l>Osition to opening up the river to recreation use. In the areas which 
may be designated outside the State park, the primary enphasis should be 
the pennanent preservation of natural values. 

Classification 

Section 2(b) of the Act requires the following classifications to be made: 

"Every wild, scenic or recreational river in its free-flowing 
condition, or upon restoration to this condition, shall be 
considered eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System and, if included, shall be classified, 
designated a'ld administered as one of the following: 

1. Wild river areas--'lhose rivers or sections of rivers that 
are free of impoundments and generally inaccessible except 
by trail with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive 
and waters unpolluted. 'lhese represent vestiges of 
primitive Anerica. 
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2. Scenic river areas-'Ihose rivers or sections of rivers that 
are free of inpound:ments, with shorelines or watersheds 
still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, 
but accessible in places by roads. 

3. Recreational river areas-·-'l'hose rivers or sections of rivers 
that are readily accessible 'of road or railroad, that may 
have SOire developnent along their: shorelines, and that may 
have undergone some i:rrpoundment or: di version in the past." 

Classifications and locations are shown 01 the proposed Classification Map 
on page 1-10. 'Ihe basis for the classifications are as follows: 

1 • Section from county road 780 bridgr~ to the State Road 72 brid:Je 
(a~roximately 7.5 river miles). 

There are t~ road crossings end a p::>werline crossing in this segment. 
In addition, there is a dike paralleling the river below county 
road 780. Because of this existing developnent this portion of the 
river is classified as scenic. 

2. Section from Cbwnstream of the State road 72 brid:Je to the southern 
boundary of the Myakka River State Park (a:pproximately 5.5 river 
miles). 

'Ibis section of the river is currently managed as part of a 7,500-acre 
wilderness preserve within the Myakka River State Park. Except for 
some problem exotics-feral pigs, water hyacinth and hydrilla-this 
area resembles Florida as it looked before the arrival of European 
man. Because of its pristine natural condition, this portion of the 
river is classified as wild. 

3. Section from the southern boundai:.y of the Myakka River State Park to 
approximately river mile 23 where riverfront residential developnent 
begins (a:i;proximately 5.5 river miles). 

'l'he presence of a run of the river dam rear the State park boundary 
and cattle ranching activities along this segment make scenic the nost 
appropriate classification for this segment of the river. 

4 • Section from river mile 23 to the vicinity of Snook Haven Fish Canp at 
approximately river mile 18 (approximately 5 river miles). 

This section is largely natural in dlaracter, however, there are sare 
concentrated areas of residential developnent and several highway 
crossings. Because of these intrusions on the natural scene this 
section is classified recreational. 

5. Section from approximately river mile 18 to a fX)int just upriver of 
the US 41 highway crossing (a:i;proximately 6 river miles). 

This area is largely natural with little evidence of man's activity. 
There is a large canpground along this reach of the river near river 
mile 15. 'll1is segment is classified scenic. 
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6. Section from a point just upriver to the Sarasota/Charlotte oounty 
line (afProximately 4.5 river miles). 

Although sare ooncentrated areas of developnent occur near the US 41 
crossing, this segment is predominantly natural exhibiting wide 
expanses of productive salt marsh and mangrove habitat. Because of 
the highway crossing and riverside residential developnent this area 
is classified recreational. 

7. Section from Sarasota/Charlotte oounty line to a point approximately 
1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El Jobean (ar:proximately 4.5 river 
miles). 

The degree of developnent and shoreline alteration in this river 
segment is inconsistent with the criteria for Wild and Scenic River 
designation. This segment is ronsiderea ineligible. 

8. Section from a point approximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El 
.Jobean to the river's rrouth in the vicinity of Hog Island 
(approxi~ately 3 river miles). 

The State of Florida purchased much of this area under its 
Environmentally Endangered Lands Program to preserve the natural 
character of Charlotte Harbor. 'Ihis section is predominantly natural 
in character with a limited area of comnercial (marina) develoµnent. 
This section is c+assif ied scenic. 

Interest by the State of Florida and local goverrunents in preservation of 
the Myakka River indicates that it is a potentially suitable crldition to 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Systems as a State-administered 
corrponent. 

SUITABILITY 

Extent of Public Lands in the River Area - There are ro .federally-owned 
lands within the study area. The mly p.lblic lands in the study area are 
those areas CMned by the State of Florida. 'Ihis corrprises 15.6 river 
miles or 37 percent of the length of the study area. The rrost significant 
portion of this CMnership is the 12 river miles within the Myakka River 
State Park. 'Ihe remaining 3.6 river miles of State CMnership consists of 
scattered parcels further Cbwn the river. 

Cost Required for Acquisition, Developnent, Management and Q:Jeration -
Because the 12-mile segment within Myakka River State Park is already in 
public ownership, there '«<>Uld be no rosts for acquisition for the 
proposal. 'Ihe State of Florida estimates a 7 percent increase in 
operating costs at the park from 1984 to 1986. 

State or Local Government Interest in Acting to Protect and Manage the 
River - The State of Florida is C'Urrently protecting and managing 12 miles 
of the 37 miles eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. Indications are that the Myakka River State Park and the 
12 miles of river oorridor within the Park are being adequately managed 
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and that these areas are being protected now and will continue to be 
protected. '!he State also ~s scattered parcels of land along another 
3.6-mile portion of the river oorridor and all indications are that these 
areas will also be protected fran further developnent. 

Sarasota County recently passed a l:x:>nd referend1..11t toward ?Jrchase of a 
tract of land, called the McArthur Tract, which runs along the east side 
of the Myakka River below the State Park for a distance of 4. 5 miles. 'lhe 
west side of the river w::>uld oot be included in this p::>tential protective 
action. 'lhe Southwest Florida Water Management District has also 
expressed an interest in using s::xne of their "save Our Rivers" rronies from 
the State to purchase segments of the Myakka River oorridor below the 
State Park. 

However, the State and local government currently have oo direct 
administrative authority over tlle eligible Myakka River ex>rricbr lands 
below Myakka River State Park, except for the 3.6 miles in scattered 
parcels mentioned previously. Private lands ~ong the remainder of the 
eligible segment are owned by ranching oonpanies, phosphate mining 
conpanies and individuals. 'Ihese private conpanies cnd individuals are 
not favorably disposed toward p.tblic ownership of these lands. In fact, 
indications are that ?Jblic taking would in nost cases involve invoking 
eminent cbmain powers. 'lherefore, the remaining 21 • 4 miles of the Myakka 
which are eligible rut iMlere the adjacent lands are in private ownership 
are oot found to be suitable for Wild ald scenic River designation at this 
time. Ibwever, if permanent protection is gained, they w::>uld beoome 
suitable as a State-administered (X)lll)Onent. 
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CHAPTER II 

Pl~JP03AL AND ALTERNATIVES CDNSIDERED 

AcOJrding to current :i;olicies and guidelines study reports will include an 
examination of alternatives. Each alternative is to be developed into a 
OJnceptual plan identifying the proposed crlministering agency or agencies; 
shCMing the classification of the river or river segments; delineating a 
generalized river area boundary; describing proposed acquisition and 
developnent and setting forth broad managenent cbjectives and strategies. 

Three alternative plans for the Myakka River were developed and evaluated 
by the National Park Service in OJOperation with State and local 
governments. 'Ihe general public participated throughout the planning 
process in public neetings, p.iblic planning i.«>rkshops, e11d by numerous 
OJntacts and letters. 

ALTERNATIVE A/PROOOSED ACTIOO 

'!he study of the Myakka River found the segment from State Road 780 to 
Charlotte Harbor (except for the 3-mile segment from the 
Sarasota/Charlotte OJunty line to the El Jobean Bridge) qualified for 
inclusion as a State-administered OJnponent of the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 'lb protect the free-flowing O'.)ndition and 
outstandingly remarkable values of this segment Cl'ld of the river system as 
a whole it is proposed that: 

--'Ihe 12 miles of the Myakka River within the Myakka River State Park be 
included as a State-administered cnrrpcnent of the National Wild Cl'ld Scenic 
Rivers System. Under provisions of Section 2(a) (ii) of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act, rivers cnnsidered for inclusion in the National System 
by the Secretary require designation as a wild, scenic or recreational 
river by or i;ursuant to an Act of the State Legislature. 

--'Ihe State of Florida O'.)ntinue its current management practices 
protecting the natural Clld cultural qualities of the designated segment of 
the Myakka River within the Myakka River State Park. 

--Additional segments of the Myakka River be designated as oorrpcnents of 
the National System if State and local initiatives to provide permanent 
protection for the river oorridor are inplenented and subsequent 
awlication for designation is made to the Secretary of the Interior 
pursuant to Section 2(a) (ii) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

--A Myakka River O'.)nmission be established to ()'.)Ordinate efforts to 
conserve the Myakka River area. 
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Wild and Scenic River Designation ,, 

'!be Wild and Scenic Rivers Systean was created by an Act of Congress in 
1968 so that ". • .certain selected rivers of the Nation. • .shall be 
preserved in free-flowing a:>ndit~On and that they and their imnediate 
environments shall be protected ·tO.l: the benefit and enjoyment of present 
and future generations (Section l(b), Public I.aw 90-54~)." 

National wild and scenic river designation tepresents a conmitment to the 
protection of a river and its ilmlediate environment. 'lhe specific 
results of national designation include the following: 

1. Protection from federally li~ or~~ water resources projects, 
such as dans, water a:>nduits, reflervoir$, powerho~e, trCil'lsmission 
lines and other project ~. S.CtiQn 7 of th,f(t.. Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act addresses the .~fititioo Qf. w~.er x:~~ee developnent 
restrictions and project .'.~'M, cri f9t:rearn ~~ ~ing studied for 
potential inclusion or whjdl:"i![• alreey included in '\:he National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers SysteJ,n. ····It ~ta~s that rx:> ~~ally assisted, 
licensed, or aided projects will be permitted Ori rivers in the 
National System if they "i1'v~e the area" or "unreasonably diminish" 
values which are present at ti)~ time Qf inclusion. 

2. Providing added incentivts to inprove water quality through 
cooperative efforts by the· raanaging .agency, the Secretary of the 
Interior, the State water pc;>llution a:>ntrol agencies · and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (Sectioo 11{c) of Public'Law 90-542). 

3. Providing an impetus for local . action to protect the river. In 
addition, national designatiop. ~d help ensure that the river would 
be protected in perpetuity. 'this is particularly i.nportant in plans 
depending on local lan<}-iise re<Julations to pi:o~ct the river 
corridor. 

4. Higher priority for financing from existing federal programs for 
compatible projects which in:p~ the river e11d its watershed. 

'!here. are t\riO methods by which the Myakka River oould be included as a 
State-adninistered <X>npOnent of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System: 

1. By ag;>lication of the State of Florida to the Secretary of the 
Interior p.irsuant to Section 2(a) (ii) of the National Wild end Scenic 
Rivers Act. 

Under this option the riv~ llllSt be assured of permanent protection by 
or p.irsuant to State statute. 'It> gain designat,i.on the Governor of the 
State of Florida submits an ai;iplication to the Secretary of the 
Interior requesting that the river be ai::led to the National System e11d 
docunenting the State's pr;ogi:am of action to provide permanent 
protection for the river. 
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2. By an Act of Congress designating the river as a State-administered 
cooponent of the National System. 

Under this option the Congress \tA'.>uld designate the river and assign 
the responsibilities for administering the river to the State of 
Florida. '!be State of Florida \tA'.>uld be directed to prepare a detailed 
management plan for the area within a specified time period, probably 
1 year following designation. 'Ibis option w::>uld be practical ally if 
the State of Florida a:>ncurs. 

Concept Plan 

In cddition to determining the segments of the Myakka River eligible for 
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System the National Park 
Service has developed, in a:>eperation with State c::nd local goverrunents, a 
conceptual management plan. 'nle general ?J}.)l.ic participated throughout 
the planning process in ?Jblic meetings, p.iblic planning workshops, and by 
numerous personal a:>ntacts and letters. 

Under the proposed a:>ncept plan the 12-mile segment within the Myakka 
River State Park \tA'.>uld be designated as a State-acininistered a:>nponent of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. '!be suggested nethodology for 
designation inch.Des awlication by the Governor to the Secretary as 
provided for by Section 2(a)(ii) of the Act. '!be 28,875-acre Myakka River 
State Park is the largest park in the Florida State Park System and 
provides a variety of facilities for ?Jblic use (see Concept Plan Map). 
'lhese facilities inclLrle canpgrounds, cabins, trails, nature walks, and a 
canoe rental a:>ncession. National designation of the Myakka River within 
the State park is expected to increase p..ibl ic awareness and use of the 
State Park. It is projected that the Myakka River State Park will be able 
to absorb cdditional use resulting from national designation. 

'lbe State of Florida's Department of Natural Resources current management 
of the Myakka River State Park \tA'.>uld remain largely unchanged under the 
proposed a:>ncept plan. Und~r the park's current statement for management 
a 7500 acre wilderness preserve has been established around lower Myakka 
Lake. '!his area is closed to rotorized vehicles, except sparing use in 
conjunction with resource management and bioloqical study. Visitors are 
limited to 30 per day. 'lbere are m facilities in the wilderness preserve 
and all trash nust be packed out. 'lbe area is oontrol burned to preserve 
its natural fire cycles. As in the rest of the park, exotic plants and 
animals are eliminated wherever possible. Collecting of specimens is 
limited to legitimate ecological stLrlies and must be awroved by the 
Florida Park Service's chief naturalist. 

Upstream of the wilderness preserve is a developnent 7Dlle which includes a 
visitor-use area and a service area. '!he visitor-use area is maintained 
for the safety, convenience, and enjoyment of visitors. '!he park provides 
interpretive services al the natural values and history of the area. Park 
management objectives emphasize cleanliness of facilities, a:>urtesy of 
service, and professional interpretive activities. 
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'!he service area includes residences, a shop, storage shed, and support 
facilities. 'Ihese are maintained for the safety Gild o:mvenience of the 
staff and are designed to intrude as little as possible into natural or 
visitor areas. 

Management of the Myakka River State Park w:>uld have to o:>nsider increased 
visitor use resulting from national designation of the river. Existing 
1 i.Jni ts to use of the wilderness preserve o:>uld remain unchanged and 
visitors directed to existing use and facility areas. Interpretive 
facilities currently being planned for the State park o:>uld incorporate 
the o:>ncept of National Wild ·cna Scenic River designation. 

Future Designation of Mditional Eli9ible River ~nts. Additional 
eligible segments of the Myakka River oould gain nat·1onal designation as 
initiatives to provide permanent protection for the dver o:>rricbr are 
inplemented and national designation is sought. 

'nle segments o:>nsidered eligible for future nation~! designation include 
the following: 

1. Section from R:>ute 780 bridge to the rprthern ooundary of the Myakka 
River State Park. 

2. Section from the southern ooundary of the Myakka River State Park to 
the Sarasota/Olarlotte o:>unty line. 

3. Section from a point cg;>roximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El 
Jobean to the river's llDUth in the vicinity of Hog Island. 

Current criteria ooncerning State-administered national wild and scenic 
rivers state that: 

"Protective devices for the river oorrid::>r may include, but 
shall oot be li.Jnited to, f~ acquisition, scenic easements or 
other than fee acquisition, zoning, limitations oo building 
permits and other regulatioos. '!he intent is to provide for 
regulation of the use of private lands imnediately abutting or 
affecting the river so as to preclude dlang~ in use ~ich 'NC>uld 
substantially alter the character of the dver o:>rricbr. '!he 
State nust prohibit undue aOV"erse inpacts <l'l the river resources 
by its own agencies Clld programs Clld through its permitting Clld 
1 icensing requirements. If local zoning will be a major tool, 
it nust either be in place or expressions of local intent rrust 
be included in the ~lication." 

Current land use regulations Clld developnent policies in Sarasota County 
affecting the Myakka River include the following: 
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1. An urban oontainment policy which states that, "urban developnent 
should be permitted only to the west and/or south of the proposed 
alignment of Interstate 75 in order to oontain urban sprawl and 
minimize the oost and energy of providing conmunity services. "Y 

2. Current zoning of land along the Myakka River from the State park to 
US 41 restricts developnent to 1 unit per 5 acres. 

3. The Sarasota County oonprehensive plan recognizes the ea:>logical value 
of natural waterways and associated habitats. It is the policy of 
Sarasota County to protect such resources and the oounty has developed 
strategies to prevent urban developnent from irreversibly damaging 
them. 

4. Current policies adopting a revised tree protection ordinance and 
local regulations which specifically protect the Myakka ('lhe Sarasota 
County Tree Ordinance). 

5. Current pol i.cies call for the adopt.ion of a stream protection 
ordinance establishing construction setbacks and prohibiting 
additional artificial shoreline stabilization and channelization.2/ 

The current and proposed regulations, if adopted, should provide 
sufficient protection for the Myakka River to rreet the requirements of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 'I\'.> achieve national designation for 
additional segments, the State of Florida would be required to adopt a 
program of action to provide permanent protection for segments proposed 
for designation. Protective rreasures may include fee acquisition, scenic 
easements, or other than fee acquisition, zoning, construction and setback 
lines, building permits, or other similar land use oontrols enacted in 
cooperation with local jurisdictions. 

Establishing a Myakka River Camtission. The preservation of the Myakka 
River requires a regional approach to land use, develoµnent, and water 
management practices. It would be desirable to form a oonmission to 
coordinate the efforts of various agencies. A similar approach has been 
used to protect Charlotte Harbor through the establishment of the 
Charlotte Harbor Technical Advisory Conmittee. 

There are a number of ways that a oo:mnission could be established. 'lhe 
follCYNing options appear feasible: 

1. Special Legislative Act - the State of Florida oould, through special 
legislation, create a Myakka River Corrmission. 

2. Existing State legislation authorizing "Resource Planning and 
Managenent Comnittees" could be used to create a Myakka River 
Conmission. '!his method could also involve resource protection 
resulting from "Area of Critical State Concern" designation. 

1/ Sarasota Board of County Conmissioners, ~XEE, March 1980, page xix. 
2/ Ibid. 
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3. Joint effort by the Boards of County Comnissioners for the tri-county 
area~recognizing the need for a regional approach to planning for the 
Myakka, the Boards of County Comnissioners for Manatee, Sarasota, and 
Charlotte Counties could mutually agree to create and make 
appointments to the Myakka River Comnission. 'Ihe Comnission w::>uld be 
established through cooperation with riverfront landowners, interest 
groups, as well as awropriate state and federal regulatory 
officials. 

4. Council of Governments - in this option, the Myakka River Comnission 
could be structured as described in mnnber Three. HoVlever, the 
comnission w::>uld be sanctioned by State Government throuqh existing 
legislation that authorizes the coalition of local governments to 
establish a "Council of Governments." 

5. Authority of Manasota Basin Board - the southwest Florida Water 
Management District through its J:X)litical sul::rlivision, the Manasota 
Basin Board, could request that a comnittee be formed to plan and 
monitor protective efforts for the Myakka River. 

Whichever organizational format is selected, it is :inportant that the 
River Comnission coordinate its activities with those of the southwest 
Florida Regional Planning Council, the Tanpa Bay legional Planning Council 
and the Southwest Florida water Management District to ensure a uniform 
planning approach to the river area. 

Management <l>jectives. National designation of the Myakka River within 
the Myakka River State Park and the establishment of a comnission to 
coordinate efforts to preserve the river outside the State park is 
intended to achieve the following <:Djectives: 

1. Recognizing the outstandingly remarkable values of the Myakka River 
within the State Park as well as the entire river system. 

2. Preserving areas outside the State Park in a manner that recognizes 
the desires of local landowners to continue their existing land uses, 
particularly ranching, and protecting their lands from trespass and 
poaching. 

3. Restricting recreation use of the Myakka River to the Myakka River 
State Park. Al though private uses of the river will continue, there 
may be a need to restrict notorized b:>ats to lower segments. 

4. Coordinating regional efforts to maintain the water quality of the 
Myakka River. 

Mitigating Measures Included in the Proposed Action. National designation 
of the Myakka River will increase ?Jbl ic awareness of the resource. By 
providing river access only in the State Park, recreation use will be 
concentrated there and managed to mitigate destruction of fragile 
resources. Since private lands will have oo access provided to them, 
public trespass would be managed. A key conp:nent of the proposed 
management strategy would be the concentration of recreation use en p..1blic 
lands. 
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ALTERNATIVE B/PWI'ECTICN WITHCm' DESIGNATION 

River protection mathodologies under this alternative are the same as in 
Alternative A, the primary difference being that the Myakka is not 
included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. However, the 
Myakka oould be designated as a Florida Wild and Scenic River within the 
State System. Regardless of the designation status it seems evident that 
the portion of the Myakka within Myakka River State Park will <Dntinue to 
be protected from all presently foreseen threats. 

The primary difference between these first t"-0 alternatives is in the 
irrpact designation will have 01 local and State actions in protecting that 
portion of the river on private land. A decision by the Federal 
Government rot to designate any p::>rtion of the Myakka as a wild Cl'ld scenic 
river "-Ould take <May part of the impetus for State and local governments 
to enact the protective measures mentioned in Alternative A. Federal 
designation ~uld provide supfX)rt enoouraging local and State Governments 
to protect river values which may be lost without designation. 

ALTERNATIVE C - :00 ACTICN/EXIST:nl3 TRENDS 

'Ibis alternative dlaracterizes the future <Dnditions expected in the study 
area without a formal management plan or designation as a wild and scenic 
river. '!he "existing trend plan" assumes that growth and developnent in 
the river basin study area will occur as projected in existing local a1d 
regional plans. 'Ihe effects of selecting this alternative are presented 
as a standard of reference for oorcparing other alternatives and as a 
future option which can be dlosen. 'Ihe plan fX)rtrays the effects likely 
to occur in the study area if n::> action is taken as a result of this study 
and current management continues; it thus represents the probable future 
environment of the study area. 

There has been an interest in Manatee and Sarasota Counties in preserving 
the Myakka River. 'Ihe Sarasota County <Dnprehensive plan calls for the 
protection of the Myakka River. A stream protection ordinance has been 
profX)sed to establish oonstruction setbacks C11d to prohibit artificial 
shoreline stabilization Cl'ld dlannelization. 

Despite local efforts to protect the Myakka River it is projected that 
future residential developnent will occur along CErtain segments of the 
river. Prime waterfront property along the bays C11d inland waterways in 
southwest Florida is becoming rrore scarce, making developnent along the 
Myakka River rrore probable. 'Ihe ronstruction of I-75 and Cll interchange 
at river mile 19.5 will spur residential md <Dl111\ercial developnent in the 
vicinity of the new highway. Col111\ercial developnent will likely be 
concentrated rear the I-75 interchange 01 River Road. 'Ihe segment of the 
river from river mile 23 to river mile 18 has already seen some 
residential developnent and this is expected to increase with inproved 
access. Despite the low density z.oning in the area rew developnent will 
likely occur along the banks of the river as people seek the rrost 
aesthetic sites for home ronstruction. Residential developnent can also 
be expected to occur along the rewly ircproved River Road between I-75 and 
U.S. 41. 

2-9 



It is unlikely that residential developnent will occur in the rear future 
in the remaining segments between the Myakka River State Park a1d U.S. 41 
because of present Or1nership patterns and natural features inhibiting 
developnent. However, in the long term these areas may al.so be developed 
as property changes ownership and the lack of developable waterfront 
property increases the attractiveness of the river c:orridor for 
residential developnent. 

Whether the projected developnent actually occurs depends in a large 
measure oo the actions of the Sarasota county ex>nmission in ex>ntroll ing 
growth a1d developnent in the river a:>rridor. 

PIANS DK>PPED ~ CCH)!DERATION 

During the planning process several alternatives were developed which were 
eventually dropped from further o::>nsideration as candidate plans. 

1 • Early in the planning process a:>nsideration was given to a federal 
role in acquiring, administering, and managing land along the Myakka 
River. '!he river would have been included as a jointly administered 
conponent of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. '!he National 
Park Service was a:>nsidered as the federal agency to minister and manage 
areas outside of the Myakka River State Park. As with other al temati ves 
oonsidered, enphasis would have been Ql resource protection rather than 
increased recreational use. 'lhe plan was a:msidered infeasable because of 
budgetary a:>nsiderations, current federal land acquisition p:>licies, Clld 
strong landowner OR?QSition to federal acquisition and management. It is 
further NPS pol icy that when there is oo federal presence or ownership 
existing, a federal alternative is mt suitable. 

2. A plan was developed under which the entire 37-mile eligible segment 
would be designated as a State-administered a:>nponent of the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System. '!he State of Florida w::>uld be required to crlopt 
a program of action, in cxx:>peration with local governments, to provide 
permanent protection of the natural and cultural qualities of the 
designated segments of the Myakka River. '!he intent of this alternative 
was to provide for the a:>ntinuation of existing agricultural and similarly 
catpatible uses of riparian land while acquiring the minimal interest 
necessary to ensure future preservation of the Myakka River mrridor. '!he 
plan was mnsidered infeasible because of current State priorities and 
budgetary oonsiderations, and landowner Ol;PC>Sition to State acquisition 
and management plus a lack of permanent protection outside the park at 
this time. 
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OiAPTER III 

Regional Location, ~ss and Existing Devel;.opment 

'Ihe Myakka River is located in Manatee, Sarasota .:nd Charlotte Counties in 
southwest Florida {see lDcation Map}. 'Ihe river originates in Manatee 
Cbunty rear the town of Myakka Head and flows in a south to southwesterly 
direction for 66 miles to Charlotte Harbor. 

Public road aCC"ess to the vicinity of the river is provided by State 
Rocds 64, 70, 780, and 72, U.S. Highway 41, and Interstate I-75. 'lhere 
are also a nunber of county roads which cross or parallel the Myakka River 
at various points. 

The portion of the river upstream of the Myakka River State Park is 
generally undeveloped except for rar1ching and other agricultural 
activities. '!be ooly town along this reach of the river is Mya.kka City at 
river mile 52. 

Within the State Park there are few intrusions on the natural srene. A 
powerline crosses the river at river mile 36 and State Road 72 crosses the 
river at river mile 34. 

Between the State Park and U.S. 41 there is almost ro develoflilent except 
for scattered residential developnent from river mile 23 to river mile 18. 
Interstate 75 crosses the river at river mile 19.5. 

The area south of the U.S. 41 highway crossing differs drastically from 
the segment of the river alx>ve U.S. 41 in terms of t..11e level of existing 
developnent. South· of the U.S. 41 bridge there are mmerous waterfront 
hemes as the river flows past the comnuni ties of Playmore, Tarpon Point, 
North Port, Port Charlotte, and El Jobean. 

Below the El Jobean br'idge the river banks are undeveloped. 'Ihe State of 
Florida purchased the shoreline in this area for preservation PJ.rp:>ses 
under the Environ:rrentally Endangered I.ands progr~n. 

Description of the River Corridor 

The Myakka River originates in a marshy area ~ar the town of Myakka Head. 
Fran here the river flows dfl)roximately 66 miles in a generally southward 
direction to its mouth at Charlotte Harbor. In its meandering rourse the 
Myakka River changes its character as it increases in size, passes t..'1rough 
several natural lakes and swarrps, and different vegetative rornnunities 
dominate its banks. 

In the upper reaches of the river near Myakka Head the river consists of a 
very narrow channel resembling a ::mall creek. 'llle Cbminant habitat type 
in this area is pine flatw:xx'ls and the primary land use is ranching~ 'lhe 
hanmocks adjacent to the river channel in this area are mixed hardwood 
generally dominated by bay trees, oaks, and ash, with a fern understory. 
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During the dry season the upper reaches of the Myakka are often cnrrpletely 
dry with n:> flow. f'tbst ranches in the area have fences running across the 
river eliminating canoe passage above State Road 780. 

The main dlannel of the Myakka River is joined by Wingate Creek at river 
mile 60. Below river mile 59 is Flatford Swamp, a a:mfluential swanp 
formed by several major tributaries to the Myakka River. Imnediately 
below Flatford Swanp the river channel is SWaJlP'J, characterized by p:>pash 
and marshes. 

Below Myakka City at river mile 52 the river harrmock changes and cabbage 
palm, 1 ive oak Clld laurel oak are the major tree species. Just OC>ove t.1"ie 
Myakka River State Park at river mile 43 the river channel splits. The 
main dlannel of the river turns rorthward towards Tatum Sa\.\grass. Clay 
Gulley flows east and rejoins the main channel in the marshy area at the 
upper end of CJil>er Myakka Lake. 

Between State Route 780 and UJ;per Myakka Lake the main channel of the 
Myakka River passes through a scenic marshy area. Passage through this 
area is difficult at certain points because of the marshy character of the 
river and the ~times impregnable aquatic weed buildup. The presence of 
floating mats of water hyacinth and hydrilla under the surface of the 
water affects large areas of the river and its lakes within the State 
Park. Upper Myakka Lake provides a haven for mmerous bird s:pecies. A 
bird walk has been c.onstructed to provide an observation point for park 
visitors. 

Upper Myakka Lake is stabilized by a low level. iJrpoundment located at the 
southern end of the lake. '!his snall dam has been circurr.vented for some 
time by a set of culverts C11d presently does rot restrict flows. The main 
channel of the Myakka River fran U£:per Myakka Lake to tower Myakka Lake 
meanders through a marshy area named big flats. Originally a secondary 
channel passed through Vanderipe Slough. This p.iblicly cnnstructed dike 
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930's was extended in the 
late 1940's at the reconmendation of the Soil Conservation Service. 

Below State Route 72 the Myakka River enters the Myakka River State Park 
wilderness preserve. IDwer Myakka Lake provides prime habitat for 
waterfCMl and the visitor to this area experiences the spectacle of a 
great number and variety of these in a pristine native habitat. Below 
Lower Myakka Lake the river ha11mock closes in again along the river 
channel. The d::>minant species of the river hanmock in this reach of the 
river are laurel oak, live oak, and cabbage palms. A marker oo the river 
bank near river mile 30 oomneoorates Harris amp, a site used by early 
settlers in the area. 

The Myakka River leaves the State park at river mile 28.5. One half mile 
downstream is a privately ronstructed dam which the prop:::>sal will mt 
affect. The low-lying dam will remain with designation and will be left 
to nature requiring no maintenance. The river oorrioor is entirely 
undeveloped from this point to river: mile 23. 'Ihe character of this 
segment is nuch the same as above the dam with a dense cabbage palm and 
oak river harmock along rruch of the river. At certain points the river 
cuts through higher grourrl and the upland pine flat~ oorrmunity 
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characteristic of the general area is present at the river's edge. 'Ihe 
McArthur Tract, an undeveloped 61,475-acre holding along the southern 
bouooary of the Myakka River State Park, includes approximately four and 
one half miles of river frontage along the eastern bank of this segment. 
Several large ranches are located along the west bank. 

The first residential develo!JYlent along the river appears at r.iver 
mile 23. From this point to the I-75 crossing at river mile 19.5 there 
are a m1nber of individual rottages and several small sul:rlivisions oo the 
high banks along the river. Below I-75 there are mly a few homesites and 
a fish carrp, Snook Haven, which is located at river mile 18. 

Occasional pockets of tidal marsh begin to ~ar annng the catbage palm 
and oak hamrock near Snook Haven, indicating increasing salinity as the 
river nears Charlotte Harbor. Downstream the marsh tecomes a rontinually 
widening strip between the hamnock and the river o '!he ooly developnent 
currently found along the river between Snook Haven and U.S. 41 is the 
Rambler's Rest Canping resort. 

The area imnediately downstream of the U.S. 41 highway crossing (river 
mile 12) is developed oo l:oth sides of the river e Below U.S. 4 1 the river 
widens dramatically. 'lllere are several mangrove islands in the river that 
serve as i.rrportant bird rookeries and tidal marsh. characterizes the 
undeveloped portions of the river's banks. From river mile 7 to the El 
Jobean bridge at river mile 3 the natural banks of the river have been 
largely eliminated by the construction of numerous "finger" canals and 
extensive b.llkheading. 

Below the El Jobean bridge the river banks are natural in character. '!he 
river is over a mile wide as it flows into Charlotte Harbor. '!he 
Charlotte Hartor/Myakka River estuary presents an exceptionally scenic 
panorama. M.lch of the shoreline in this area has been protected from 
developnent through a<.'1Uisition by the State of Florida. Extensive 
efforts by State and local governments are currently underway to protect 
the outstanding natural resources of the Charlotte Harbor estuary. 

'!he River Basin 

The Myakka River basin rovers awroximately 549-square miles (see River 
Basin map). Tne topography of the Myakka basin is characterized as low, 
flat land with IOOderate to gentle slopes limited to the peripheral areas 
in the oorthem half of the basin. Maximum elevations of approximately 
100 feet above mean sea level are found in the Myakka Head area. '!he 
slope in rmich of the basin is so gradual that four large shallow 
depressions along the river's course have formed as lakes and marshes. 
These are Upper and 1£'Mer Myakka Lakes within the Myakka River State Park, 
Tatum Sawg'rass, a 4,300-acre marSh, and Flatford Swanp. 

Water Quality 

There is oo single current and oonprehensi ve study available roncerning 
water quality in the Myakka River. Fbwever, studies ronpleted to date 
indicate water quality is generally very good. '!he nost recent analysis 
of water quality in the Myakka River was prepared by the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District (SWEWID). '!he SWFWMD study utilized recent 
( 1978-1980) data from t"NO rronitoring stations m the Myakka River. 'Ihe 
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first station is located at the State Road 72 bridg"e within the Myakka 
River State Park and the second station is located at Ebrder Drive near 
river mile 21. According to the SWFWMD study: 

"'Ihe t'it.'O stations are similar with respect to several chemical 
characteristics. Values for turbidity, pH, calcium, magnesium, and 
dissolved oxygen have similar ranges at both stations. Average 
values for turbidity were less than 2.5 FTU in 1978-1980, while mean 
pH ranged between 6.6 and 7.3. ~an roncentrations of calcium and 
magnesium did not exceed 24.4 mg/l and 10.8 mg/l, respectively. 
'Ihese data show only low to rooderate variability, indicating that 
river water is stable relative to these four parameters. Mean 00 
(dissolved oxygen) concentrations ranged from 3.75 to 8.2 at the two 
stations, and inspection of the data suggest that very low 00 
concentrations occur at b::>th stations with some frequency. 

Nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus compounds) concentrations are 
substantial at ooth stations. At the S.R. 72 station, total N 
(nitrogen) averaged between 1. 17 and 1.36 mg/l for the 1978-1980 
period. At the Border Drive station, mean N concentrations ranged 
between 1 • 02 and 1 • 27 ng/l, and, in general, concentrations at this 
station were less than those at the S.R. 72 station. '!he major 
component of N total in the river is organic N, and, again, 
concentrations at the S .R. 72 station frequently exceeded those at 
the downstream (Eorder Drive) station. ~an concentrations of 
anrnonia-nitrogen and nitrate-nitrogen can be termed low to r<Olerate. 
For the nost part, values for these t~ parameters showed a good deal 
of variation, suggesting that conditions primarily affecting annonia 
and nitrate concentrations occur sporadically. 

At the tw::> stations, mean roncentrations of P total (phosphorus) 
ranged between 0.17 and 0.42 ng/l. '!he bulk of P total is 
contributed by P ortho, and, mean P total concentrations for the 
Border Drive station equalled or exceeded those for the upstream 
station (S.R. 72). 

Mean concentrations of total orqanic caroon ('IDC) ranged between 
17. 00 and 24. 3 ng/l at the t'it.'O stations. At the upstream station 
(S.R. 72), 'lOC concentrations were slightly higher than those 
recorded at the Border Drive Station. 

Data describing the aquatic habitat were available for the Border 
Drive station for the period 1974-1980. (Statements roncerning 
aquatic organisms have been prepared following a review of FDER raw 
data from routine sampling of the Myakka River at Border Drive.) In 
the vicinity of the sampling station, the river is described as being 
deeply incised end having a channel width of about 60 feet. Channel 
banks are conposed of sand and limestone outcrowings C11d are covered 
by a variety of ferns, grasses, and vines. Upland from the river, 
the sandy soil is rovered by plants and trees typical of a riverine, 
oak-cal::bage palm hanmock. 
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Table G-1: Data for Selected Chemical Constituents for 
the Myakta River at S.R. 72, 1978-1980. 

1978 1979 1980 

x SDx (N) x SDx (N) x SDx (N} 

Turbidity (F'IU) 2.2 0.92 10 1. 5 0.52 12 1. 70 0.68 9 

D.O. 5.87 1. 77 38 3.75 2.60 13 8.2 o.o 1 

pH (units) 7.06 0.43 40 6.59 0.60 14 6. 71 0.34 11 

,N-'Ibtal 1. 36 0.34 10 1.26 0.26 12 1.17 0.26 9 

' 

N-Qrg. 1. 21 0.25 11 1.22 0.27 12 1. 16 0.26 9 

N-NH3 o. 14 0.15 11 0.05 0.06 12 0.03 0.03 9 

N-003 0.05 0.13 11 0.02 0.01 12 0.003 0.01 9 

P-'Ibtal 0.38 0.19 11 0.36 0.15 12 0. 17 0.10 9 

P-0rtho 0.33 0.19 11 0.32 o. 14 12 o. 14 0.08 9 

T.O.C. 23.88 6.36 8 24.29 4.03 7 18. 50 3.45 6 

T.D.S. 137.55 35.49 11 159. 17 46.67 12 183.22 25.79 9 

Ca 13.95 5.01 11 17.75 8.53 11 21.78 4.6 9 

Mg 6.53 2.28 11 8.22 3.88 11 10.81 2.18 9 

S.S. 

IDI'E: All values are in ng/L unless roted. Data d:>tained from USGS, !Eston, Virginia. 

Values are expressed as means + standard di viatiai of the mean ( SDx) • The number of 
samples is indicated by (N). -
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Table G-2: Data for Selected Chemical Constituents for 
the Myakka River at Border Drive (at southwest corner 

of Tract), 1978-1980. 

1978 1979 1980 

x SDx (N} x SDx (N) x SDx (N) 

D.O. 5.03 1.85 15 4.98 1. 39 17 5.65 1.83 11 

pH (units) 6.91 0.43 9 6.85 0.51 10 7.29 0.45 7 

N-Total 1. 27 0.37 11 1.18 0.17 12 1. 02 0.18 8 

N-0rg. 1.12 0.23 11 1.14 o. 14 10 0.74 0.64 3 

N-NH3 0.11 0.09 12 0.09 0.03 9 0.07 0.03 3 

N-003 0.03 0.05 12 0.07 0.08 12 0.06 o.o 8 

P-'Ibtal 0.42 0.47 12 0.36 0.13 12 0.25 0.10 8 

P-Qrtho 0.22 o.o 1 

T.O.C. 19.73 4.86 12 20.33 4.90 9 17.00 5.10 5 

S.S. 8.08 15.51 12 2.70 1.06 10 2.38 2.62 8 

Ca 24.35 16.05 2 

Mg 8.70 3.39 2 

T.D.S. 399.08 653.54 12 174.20 99.59 10 189.33 22.14 3 

Turbidity (FTU) 1.85 0.93 15 1.49 0.49 15 1.50 1.15 9 

t\UI'E: All values are in rrg/L unless noted. Data obtained from FDER, Tallahassee, Florida. 

Values are expressed as means + standard diviation of the mean (SDx). '!he number of 
samples is indicated by (N} • -

3-8 



w 
I 

\0 

Table G-3: Corrposite Diversity Indices (D) and Mean Densities of Benthic 
Invertebrates fran the Myakka River at Border Drive, 1973-1980.* 

Date D Organisms/M2 Date D Organisms/M2 

1973 1977 
N:>vember 3.21 1542 January 4.52 944 

May 4.31 1403 
1974 August 3.6 2208 

January 4. 15 2556 October 4.23 1764 
April 4.37 1931 
August 4.18 1125 1978 
N:>vember 4. 14 5764 January 1.29 181 

March 3.07 1792 
1975 July 2.85 2917 

January 3.84 1083 December 4.24 3569 
April 2.32 1819 
August 3.19 736 1979 
October 3. 77 1708 February 3.82 1139 

May 3. 12 7792 
1976 August 2.6 8097 

February 3.38 2181 N:>vember 3.13 695 
April 2. 14 
July 2.54 2181 1980 
N'.>vember 3.48 806 February 4.35 3416 

N:>te: Data obtained from FDER routine sarrpling of the Myakka River at Border Drive, 1973-1980. 

*Source: Southwest Florida Water Management District, MacArthur Tract Hydrologic and Water Supply Investigation: Phase I, 
1981. 



'Ihe station supports a diverse assemblage of benthic invertebrates. 
Invertebrate JX>p..ilations are cbmin.ated by freshwater organisms, but a 
larger nunber of animals characteristic of brackish and marine 
conditions also occur. As expected 1 freshwater animals are 
represented primarily ty .insect larvae, particularly members of the 
Chironomidae. Brackish/marine organisms are represented almost 
exclusively by molluscs, crustaceans, and some tx>lychaetes. 'Ihese 
animals were ooserved Jn :rrost invertebrate rollections made during 
the period 1974 to 1980, and their presence indicates significant 
migration of saline water up the river channel at least to the Border 
Drive station. 

Diversity indices for benthic invertebrate p::>pulations ~re generally 
high during the period 1974 to 1980 (Table (',-3), with ooe exception 
(January 1978), where indices averaqed greater than 2.0; mean indices 
ranged as high as 4.5. 

The density of benthic organisms was substantial, with the exception 
of the January 1978 oollection, where mean densities ranged between 
alx>ut 0.8 x 103 organisms/m2 (organisms per square meter) and 
8.2 x 103 organisms/rn2. 'lhese data suggest that the river at the 
Border Drive location presents a favorable habitat for aquatic 
life.y" 

'!be high variability :in 00 and nutrient a:>ncentrations are attributed to 
non-point source agricultural runoff. A currently oogoing "201" study 
will provide crlditional information o::>ncerning tx>llution sources. A major 
concern expressed by many is the p::>tential effects of p:iosphate mining oo 
water quality in the Myakka River. Current regulations of ];ilosphate 
mining in the area are discussed elsewhere in this report. 

Vegetation 

The Myakka River cuts through the pine flat\\100ds of eastern Sarasota G11.d 
Manatee Counties. Vegetation in the river oorridor varies as the river 
increases in size, passes through several natural lakes C11d swanps, end is 
subject to tidal influences near its confluence with Charlotte Haroor. 

Oak-cabbage palm hanmocks first awear along the river at Myakka City. 
AOOve that p::>int maples, bays, and p:>pash dominate the river tree canopy. 
Within the Myakka River State Park oak-cabbage palm hamnocks, frequently 
with a saw palmetto understory, dominate the banks of the river and its 
lakes. '.Ihe slow moving waters of the Myakka River within the Myakka River 
State Park are currently plagued by excessive growth of t\\U exotic a:JUatic 
plants, the water hyacinth and the hyrlrilla. '!he hydrilla has, in the Do 
decades since its inadvertant introduction into south Florida waters, 
invaded nearly 700,000 aquatic acres in the United States. '!be extremely 
rapid growth of hydrilla, once established, can s::x:>n form a thick mat cner 
a water tody. 'l'he hydrilla !X)ses problems to management of the river in 
that hydrilla spreads so voraciously and uno:)ntrollably that it can 

y Southwest Florida Water Management District, MacArthur Tract 
Hydrolo:gic and Water-supply Investigation: Phase I, 1981. 
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threaten to entirely choke out a waterway. Rapid nutrient overloading 
will hasten the eutroi;i1.ication process. Recreational· and aesthetic values 
of a waterway may be lost unless the aquatic weed is controlled. 

Currently the Southwest f<'lorida Water Management District is under 
contract with the Florida Department of Natural Resources to handle the 
aquatic weed problems on the Myakka River, including the Upper and Lower 
Myakka Lakes. '!he permanent protection of river values would include 
continued a:iuatic weed cnntrol. 

'Itlree types of river-related associations are found along the river from 
the southern l::x:mrrlary of the Myakka River State Park to the 
Sarasota/Charlotte County line: I.Dw-Upriver Associations, oak-cabbage 
Palm HCl'fl'IK:>Cks, and IDw Downriver Associations (ltbrriss and Miller, 1978). 

The IQ.I-Upriver Associations are limited in extent to low banks and 
islands along the river and crljacent marshes. Species include p.:>pash, 
buttonbush, and willows. '!he Florida Department of Environmental 
~lation cnnsiders these species to indicate sutmerged and transitional 
lands which require a permit before alteration or developnent can occur. 

'!tie oak-cal:t>age palm hClll'OC>Ck dominates ::rost of the river cnrridor. 
Occasionally the river cuts through higher ground and the pine flat\t.O:>ds 
coomunity with a palmetto understory, characteristic of uplands in the 
area, is visible from the river. 

'!'be ~river Associations are the salt t.olerant species found oo low 
banks and islands along the river and adjacent marshes in tidally 
influenced areas where saline cnnditions exist. 'Ihe first :i;ocket of salt 
marsh ocurs just south of Snook Haven. 'lhe salt marsh soon beoomes a 
widening strip along the river as the channel broadens and salinity 
increases. Plants oormally found within the salt marsh include rushes, 
cordgrass, salt grasses, leather fern, and salt i.-orts. As the river water 
beromes more saline, oaks drop out of the hamnock and pure stands of 
cabbage palmetto outline the upland edge of the tidal marsh. 

Below the U.S. 41 bridge the shoreline is still largely characterized by 
salt marsh. However, several developed areas have been bulkheaded and 
native vegetation has been removed. Several mangrove islands are fourrl in 
this reach of the river. Between the Sarasota/Cll.arlotte County line e11d 
the El Jobean bridge (State Route 771) al.Irost all native vegetation has 
been removed as the result of extensive bulkheading and the cnnstruction 
of finger canals. 

Below the El Jobean bridge the river banks are largely natural. '!his area 
was µirchased by the State of Florida under the Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL) Program as part of en overall program to protect the scenic 
and biological values of Cll.arlotte Harbor. 

Fish arrl Wildlife 

'Ihe Myakka River, particularly within the Myakka River State Park, is 
noted for its inpressive displays of wildlife. The canoeist in the State 
Park often enoounters great blue oorons, Louisiana oorons, flocks of \olhite 
ibis or other birds upon rourrling each bend. Conmon species such as 
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raccoons! turtles, alligators, and an occasional deer often appear along 
the river as well as rare species such as the bald eagle, red-cocka:led 
woodpecker and roseate spoonbills. 

A total of 362 species of vertebrates have been recorded in the Myakka 
River valley. 'Ibis includes 228 species of birds of which a high 
proportion are wetland species and waterfowl. Many of these species 
appear oo the federal list of threatened and endangered species or the 
State of Florida's list of rare and endangered species. 

'l'bree factors oontribute to the large nllTlber of species found in the 
Myakka River valley: ( 1) the geologic and climatic history of the area 
provides a variety of topographic conditions and soils creating a 
diversity of habitats; (2) the river basin is in an area of transition 
between the temperate and sub-tropical zones; ( 3) the area has remained 
largely undeveloped. 

Beyond the wildlife awarent to the casual observer the Myakka River 
represents an ecological system which has an i.nportance extending beyood 
individual habitats along the river. River (lotic) ecosystems are 
excmples of detritus based food chains. '!'he key element of a river's food 
chain are ~atic insects. 'l'hese primary o:>nsumers o:>nvert plant material 
to animal tissue. '!he relatively pristine Myakka River provides a 
diversity of habitats for these organisms. 'nle seoondary oonsumers in 
river ecosystem; include dragonfly nymphs, hallgramites, some stoneflies, 
some minnows and other fish. 'lhese are the "middlemen" of the river's 
food web, preying upon smaller animals and preyed upcn by others. At the 
end of the fcod chain are tertiary a:>nsumers including many wading birds, 
fish and other predators drawn to the river and its ecotone (the b::>urrlary 
area between t¥.O eoosyst.ems) . As a result of this interdependence in the 
environment the Myakka River has an irrportance which affects wildlife in 
adjacent areas and the biologically rich Charlotte Harbor area. 

'threatened and Endangered Species. Plants or animals included en the 
federal list of threatened an endangered species and krown to occur as 
residents or migrants to the Myakka River study area are: peregrine 
falcon (Falco Peregrinus), red-oockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis), 
bachman' s warbler (Vennivora backmanii), eastern trown pelican (Pelecarius 
occidentalis carolinensis), southern bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucoceP!'lalus), Florida panther (Felis concolon coryi), Atlantic 
leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), American alligator (alligator 
mississippiensis), Atlantic ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), eastern indigo 
snake (Dry!narcho~ corai.s oouperi). 

In a&Htion, the segment downstream of the Myakka River State Park has 
been designated as a critical habitat for the ~st Indian (or Florida) 
manatee by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Geology 

All of Florida lies on the geologic formation known as the Florida 
Platform. '!he platform is characterized by five i;nysiographic regions. 
The Myakka basin flows through the gulf ooastal lowland krx>wn ac; the 
Panli<X> Terraceo Top:>graphically the a:>astal lowlands can be 
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characterized as low, flat plains with gentle slope. 'Ihroughout rrnst of 
the river basin the ranqe of elevation is only 0 to 20 feet above sea 
level. In the eastern and rorthern sections of the basin elevations reach 
50 feet al:x>ve sea level. 

The surface and subsurface geologic features of the Myakka were formed as 
a result of glacier activity. 'Ihe fluctuation of sea level caused by the 
melting and reforming of glaciers developed the Florida Platform which is 
a series of marine terraces. As the shallow seas rovered and uncovered 
the marine terraces, dep:>sits of limestone and other sedimentary rock v.ere 
laid down as thick as 20,000 feet. 'Ihe bedrock of the study area is 
basalt and was formed by submarine volcanoes. 'Ihe basalt bedrock provides 
a very stable foundation for the marine sediments that rover it. 

The limestone and sediment deposits have a honeycombed character that 
provides for the storage of water in the form of aquifers. 'Ihe limestone 
karst features of the study area are a major factor in settlement and 
developnent of the region because of their capacity to store water for 
domestic and industrial use. 

Soils 

'lbere are three basic types of soil in the study area: 

1. Sandy, droughty soils rot subject to flooding; 

2. MJderately v.ell to r;oorly drained soils rot subject to fl<X>ding; and 

3. Poorly and very EXJOrly drained soils subject to flooding. 

The soils map shows the general location of these soil types and groups 
soils types into various associations (see key). From the head waters of 
the Myakka through aF{>roximately the top half of UF{>er Myakka Lake soils 
of the Fresh Water Swamp and Marsh Association are dominant. 'lhese soils 
are nearly level r;oorly drained soils subject to prolonged flooding. 

The Delray-Manatee-Ponpano-charlotte-Delray and It>npano-Delray 
Associations rorrprise the soil types oo lx>th sides of the river from the 
bottan half of the Uf.per Myakka Lake to roughly 2 miles below Lower Myakka 
Lake. 'lhese soils are nearly level J;XX>rly drained soils with thick sandy 
layers over loamy subsoil. From this point to the vicinity of the U.S. 41 
Highway crossing the Tidal Marsh, Swamp-Coastal Beach Ridges and Swamp 
Dunes Associations are dominant on toth banks of the river. 'Ihese soils 
are nearly level very J;XX>rly drained soils subject to frequent flooding by 
tidal waters and m:Xierately v.ell drained soils sandy throughout. On lx>th 
banks of the Myakka to the mouth of the river Inmokalee-Myakka-Pompano 
Association soil types are dominant. 'lbese soils are nearly level J;XX>rly 
drained sandy soils with v.eakly c:ernented sandy subsoil and p::x:>rly drained 
sandy soils throughout. 

An inventory of prime and unique farmland ronducted by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture indicated that there are ro soils within Manatee, Sarasota 
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or Charlotte Counties associated with the Myakka River which meet the 
criteria for designation as prime farmland or prime forest land. 

Mineral Resources 

The primary oonmercially recoverable mineral resource in southwest F'lorida 
is :i;l1.osphate. Florida is a major producer of "[ilosphate and several areas 
in the State, including areas adjacent to the Myakka River basin, have 
seen major mining activities. Several pi.osphate mining companies have 
extensive holdings in the upper watershed of the Myakka River and there is 
some a:>ncern about the inpact of future mining activities en the river. 

Phosphate rock is a oomnercial term for rock containing one or m:>re 
phosphate materials of sufficient grade and suitable oonposition to permit 
their use, either directly or after ooncentration, in the manufacture of 
comnercial phosphate products. Phosphate rock has diverse agricultural 
and industrial uses, but the quantity used in agriculture has always 
exceeded that used for other purposes. Elementary phosphorus and 
phosphoric acid are used to make inorganic and organic chemicals, which 
are enployed as leaving agents, water-softening materials, soap, 
insecticides, and many other p:roducts. Phosphoric acid is used in 
producing fertilizers, animal-feed supplement, beverages, ceramics, as a 
catalyst and oil refining agentv in photography, and in dental and 
silicate cements. 

Mining of i:hosphate ore in Florida is presently oonducted utilizing strip 
mining nethods. '!he nature of these irostly unconsolidated sedimentary 
deposits have lent themselves to open pit mining, oonsisting of st.ripping 
away the 0'7erburden to expose the ore for disoovery. 'Ihe mining process 
is briefly described as follows: each dragline digs a series of parallel 
cuts several hundred to several thousand feet in length and 200-300 feet 
wide as it traverses the mining unit. '!he overburden is cast into the 
previously mined cut end transferred to a slurry pit located al:x:>ve ground 
within reach of the dragline. In the slurry pit, large water guns 
(rocnitors) deliver 10,000-12,000 gallons of water per minute at about 200 
psi, to break down the ore into a slurry for fUTIPing to the central 
washing unit in the mill area. Each dragline usually has its own 
associated p.imping system. 'Ihe ore is rot oonpletely reoovered due to the 
irregularity of the oontacts with the 0'7erburden or underlying bedrock and 
irregularity of the ore itself. Upper and lower oontact losses ca\"l be 
significant. It is estimated that 85-90 percent of ore is physically 
reoovered from the cut. 

Phosphate mining is currently regulated by the State of Florida and local 
mining ordinances of Manatee and Sarasota Counties. 'Ihese regulations 
require that land utilized for strip mining be restored. In addition, 
major mining operations are required to prepare a Developnent of Regional 
Inpact (DRI) statement and comply with a:r;:plicable federal and local 
regulations. Strip mining planned for the upper watershed of the Myakka 
River could permanently change the surface hydrology of the basin. 
However, if mined properly and existing federal, State and local 
regulations are followed there w::>uld be ro adverse effects to river water 
quality or mining productivity. But it should be recognized that 
non-oonpliance may be devastating should the oonpany mt follow the rules 

3-15 



Mi\ P 
'PHOSPHATE COMPANY 

LANDOWNERSHIP 
MYAKKA RIVER 

Wild and Scenic River Study 

0 W. R. GRACE & CO. 

e SWI FT CHEMICAL 

0 U. S.S.A.C. 

0 BEKER 

0 TE XACO 

0 GAR DINIER 

4 3 2 l 0 

~ 
4 

0 MISSISSIPPI CHEMICAL 

0 FARMLAND IND. 

0 FRE EPORT 

ca> NORAN DA 

GD l. M .C. 

Cl) AMAX 

8 12 16 a 

--- ·- ·-·-·--· --,_ ~!:6...!~~-~.L~~---·- ·- ·- ·- ·-
5 ARA5 0 1 A CO l 

I 

i 

;tr 
*"'?-/ j 

'

! .._ _____________ _ 

~ 

I ~ 
I ( 

------·------- -- --------'-- ·-----C HARLOTTE CO. 

SCALE IN MILES N a tional Park Serv ic e 6 / 80 

/ 

\ ; 



and regulations prescribed. Previous experience on the ~arby Peace River 
points up the possibility of accidental spills from i:tiosphate slurry pits 
which can have a devasting effect on biological and aesthetic values of 
natural waterways. 

Air Q.iality 

Federal air quality regulations, established in Public Law 88-206, are 
enforced by the U.S. F.nvironmental Protection Agency. Chapter 17-2 of the 
Florida Administrative Code sets the state standards which are enforced by 
the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation. sarasota C.ounty air 
quality standards and regulations are stated in Ordinance No. 72-37 and 
enforced by the Pollution C.Ontrol Division of the Sarasota C.Ounty 
Environmental Services Department. 

As of 1979, Sarasota had three permanent rronitoring sites for air quality. 
These sites are located in areas rrore congested than the study site, for 
which oo data have been collected. However, in the past few years air 
quality has JMasured "very good". Sulfur dioxide end fluoride levels are 
alwost imneasurable, and particulate levels are just a little over the 
natural background levels, far better than the standards. Because these 
data were collected under rrore adverse ronditions than exist along the 
river, air quality in the river rorridor is oonsidered to re excellent. 

Climate 

Southwest Florida has a semi-tropical climate. Sumner teJll>eratures are 
usually in the low 90' s with maxi.rntmls rarely exceeding 95°. Sea breezes 
tenper the sunmer heat. '!be warm water of the gulf m:rlifies winter 
tenperatures which rarely drop below 60° and average fewer than three 
frost days per year. 

The area averages rrore than 50 inches of rain per year. 'As nuch as 70 
percent of the annual rainfall occurs during the surrmer nonths from J~ 
to September. Winter rains usually occur in association with oold fronts 
and are often characterized by several rainy, drizzling days followed try a 
drop in tenperature. The area ~s a dry spring with little or oo rain. 
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Hurricanes are a major, though infrequent, threat to Southwest Florida. 
The probability of one striking the area roastline is 10 to 12 percent 
annually. Hurricane IX>nna in 1960 was the last significant tropical storm 
to hit the area, but the area remains susceptible to hurricane damage. 

Archeology and Histo~~ 

Archeological evidence based on findings at warm Mineral Springs and 
Little Salt Springs carrpsites indicates that people were present in 
southwest Florida over 10,000 years ago. Another site was recently 
located bl] archeologists digging in the path of the I-75 bypass east of 
TaJtI>a. 'Ihis carrpsite of prehistoric hunters who lived at least 10 ,000 
years ago is the first Paleo Indian site found 01 land in Florida. 

The earliest evidence of human habitation en the roast dates to alx>ut 
3500 B.C. at points where the coastal streams enter the bays. Indian 
mourrls and rniddens--prehistoric garbage heaps o:>nsisting mainly of oyster 
shells-su:t'.P)rt this theory. Eighteen historically significant sites, 
primarily mourrls aid mid1ens, are within me-half mile of the Myakka River 
acoording to the Florida State Historic Preservation Officer. It is 
possible that the nllliber is actually greater, but the area has never been 
subjected to a systematic, professional survey. 

,Juan Ponce de I.eon led the first Spanish conquistadors to the area in 
1513. They were at tacked by Caloosa (or Calusa) Indians, the fierce tribe 
which then dominated southwest Florida. After this engagement Ponce de 
Leon returned to Puerto Ri(X) having claimed Florida for the Spanish crown 
and naming it after Pascua Florida, t.he Feast of the Flowers at Easter 
time. Fbnce de Leon returned to Florida in 1521 with two ships and 200 
settlers to establish a rolony. According to nnst accounts he landed at 
Charlotte Harbor and started to ronstruct a settlement. 'lhe caloosa 
Indians attacked the rolony and killed a nl.lnber of Spaniards end wounded 
Ponce de Leon. 'lhe Spanish o:>lonists then fled to Cuba where, Ponce de 
Leon died of his wounds. 

Subsequent Spanish expeditions to south\tlest Florida \tlere no nore 
successful in finding gold or establishing a o:>lony. In 1527 Panfilo de 
Narvaez landed in Tarrpa Bay 31d was ~rsuaded by captured Indians that the 
gold he so1J3ht was to be had from the Apalachee Indians to the north. 
Narvaez found cnly an inhospitable environment and hostile Indians cn his 
long overland journey to Appalachee Territory, the present day Tallahassee 
area.. His ships did not arrive as planned and in desperation his party 
constructed crude mats to sail to Mexico. All the craft were lost in a 
storm. One of the few survivors was cabeza de Vaca who finally reached 
Mexico City in 1536, 9 years after the expedition set out for Florida. 

In 1539 Hernandes de Soto landed in Tanpa Bay a:id fourrl Juan Ortiz, the 
sole survivor of a snall expedition sent t.o search for Narvaez. Ortiz had 
lived with the Indians for over 10 years and served De SOto as 211 
interpreter and guide. De Soto's expedition, after a long trek through 
the southeast in search of gold, also ended in failure. Many ffif'..n were 
lost including De Soto who died at the rrouth of the Arkansas River in 
March 1541. 
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'!he native Timucua and Caloosa Indians of southwest Florida were never 
subjugated by the Spanish. However, the diseases introduced by the 
Spaniards decimated the native Indian population during the 17th century. 
English slave raiders from Georgia forced the remaining native Indians tD 
retreat into the Everglades. In 1763, when the Spaniards ceded Florida to 
the British, many of the Caloosa migrated t.o Cuba tD escape British rule. 
Any Timucua or Caloosa Indians which remained were probably absorbed by 
the Seminoles and no trace remains of these native southwest Florida 
Indian groups. 

With the exception of a few fishermen the Myakka River area remained 
untouched until the Arrred Occupation Act of 1842 opened the region t.o 
settlement. Twenty years later small a:>mnunities such as Sarasota were 
forming on the elevated land along the roast. Further inland the 
conmunity of Old Myakka as it is known today was established by the early 
settlers. 'Ihen, as rrM, cattle ranching was the primary occupation in the 
Upper Myakka River Valley. 

These early settlers recognized the beauty and recreational value of the 
river. A marker at Harris Canp below the lower lake records the site used 
by the Harris family as a cal1'p beginning in the late 19th century. In the 
early 20th century Anthony Weston Dimxk, a naturalist, recorded 
experiences of his canoeing trips along the Myakka in Florida 
Enchantments, offered as a record for future naturalists. 

R:>pulation 

'!'be Myakka River is located in a three-oounty area undergoing explosive 
pop.ilation growth. 'Ihe main a:>nponent of this growth has been inmigration 
by retirees and others from midwestem and oortheastern states. From 1970 
to 1980 as the U.S. po?Jlation increased 11.4 percent, Florida's 
population increased 43 percent end the three-oounty stooy area a:>nsisting 
of Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota increased a staggering 66.9 percent. 

TABLE 4 

Population Change 1970-80, u.s. and Stlrly Area 

1970 1980 % Chan9e 

United States 'D:>tal 203,302,000 226,504,825 + 11.4% 

Florida Total 6,791,418 9,746,324 + 43.0% 

Study Area 245,087 409, 153 + 66.9% 

Manatee County 97, 115 148,442 + 52.9% 
Sarasota County 120,413 202,251 + 68.0% 
Charlotte County 27,559 58,460 +112.1% 

Source: 1980 u.·s. Census of Housing and Po?Jlation 
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TABLE 5 - POPULATIOO PIDJECTICNS 

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 

State of Florida 6, 791,418 9,739,992 12,274,800 14, 249,600 15,738,200 17,488,500 

'Ihree-County Study Area 245,087 409,808 551,400 650,800 719,000 798,800 

Cllarlotte County 27,559 59,115 86,200 103,700 114,600 127,300 
Manatee County 97, 115 148,442 192,600 225,200 248,800 276,400 
Sarasota County 120,413 202,251 272,600 321,900 355,600 395, 100 

Percentage Changes in Population 

1970 - 1980 1980 - 2000 2000 - 2020 1980 - 2020 

State of Florida + 41% + 46% + 23% + 113% 

'Ihree-County Study Area + 67% + 59% + 23% + 95% 

Charlotte County + 114% + 75% + 23% + 115% 
Manatee County + 53% + 52% + 23% + 86% 
Sarasota County + 68% + 59% + 23% + 95% 

Source: University of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business Research. Projections of Florida Population by Cbunty," 
Bulletin 56, May 1981. 



'!he Bureau of Economic and Business Research at the University of Florida 
prepares the official State fX>PUlation projections ~ich are utilized by 
State agencies in their planning and service programning efforts. 'lbese 
projections indicate continued rapid growth through the year 2000. Growth 
is then expected to taper to a rate of about 23 percent over the rext 20 
years for both the State and the three-oounty area (see Population 
Projection Table). 

Manatee County is expected to have an 86 percent population increase over 
the next 40 years. llbst of this will occur along the roast Cl'ld will rot 
af feet property use along the Myakka River. In Sarasota county growth 
will also be ooncentrated along the coast, but demand for developnent in 
rural areas has been accelerated as land in the urban areas has become 
more scarce. 'lbe µ:>pulation there is expected to increase 95 percent CNer 
the rext 40 years. Fbwever, the a::>unty is taking steps to control the 
direction of its growth. Charlotte county is currently sparsely 
populated, but projections are for rapid growth. '!he expected increase 
over the next 40-year period is 115 percent. Mudl of this growth will 
occur along the Myakka River between the Sarasota-Charlotte COunty lines 
and State Jblte 771 filling in the already subdivided property with 
residential developnent. 

The Myakka River flows through three counties: Manatee, Sarasota, Cl'ld 
Charlotte. Olnsequently, changes in management or use of the river \IOUld 
have the greatest impact en the eoonomy of these counties. 'Ihe area has 
experienced rapid economic growth due to imnigration. '!he a::>unties 
residents in the study area are affluent, having per capita incomes Gix>ve 
the national average. Generally, the eoonomy is d:>minated by retirement 
and tourism. 

A major factor in the region's eoonomy is the large proportion of retirees 
in the population. '!his influence will oontinue if cdlitional retirees 
irove to the area as projected. '!he warm climate Cl'ld abuooance of natural 
resources in the area make tourism an inportant element in the eoonofllY. 
Tourism accounted for alm::>st 20 percent of the total regional (Lee, 
Collier, Sarasota, 01.arlotte, Cl'ld Manatee) gross sales in 1977. Tourism 
is irost important in Sarasota County although expenditures are increasing 
in Charlotte County. 

The age of the population affects both size of the \IOrk force and the 
average inCC>l'OO levels. In Sarasota county cnly a third of the population 
is employed in the labor force, while the percentages are lower in the 
other t\IO oounties. '!he county had the seoond highest per capita income 
in Florida in 1979, yet 22 percent of all households were classified as 
low income. '!he large m.mber of persons rot receiving current inoomes who 
rely on unearned incnne account for these figures. 'Ihree economic 
sectors, trade, finance and service industries enploy 55 percent of 
Sarasota County's work force with an additional 14 percent in the 
construction industry. 
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In rontrast to Sarasota County 70 percent of tne i;.orkers in Charlotte 
County are errployed in t.l-i.e private sector, primarily in trade, services 
and finance. Only 40 percent of all income in the county is derived from 
wages and salaries or other earned income sources. 'Ihe agricultural 
sector includes 4 peccent of the employed workers in Charlotte County 
compared to less t.han 1 percent of the total in Sarasota County. 

'Ihe economy of Manatee C..')un.ty has been based largely on tourism, 
retirement, and agriculturally-related industries. 'the rrost irrportant 
industrial groups have been retail trade, ronstruction, md a few large 
manufacturers, such as Tropicana. 'Ihere is a problem with unemployment 
during the off season. Because of this problem, Manatee County has sought 
new industry t.o broaden and stabilize the economic base. 'lhese efforts 
have recently torne fruit, and arrong the new industries planned are 
phosphate mining, the Utility P<Mer Corporation steam turbine plant and 
the Cutler-Hamer Plant. 
LaOO Use 

Existing and projected land llSes surrounding a river are irrportant factors 
in assessing its qualifications as a wild and scenic river. Land use 
should be ex<nined on two levels: ( 1) within the imnediate visual 
corridor of the river where land use and develoµnent affects the rivers 
wild end scenic qualities; and (2) within the entire drainage \oklere land 
use affects the hydrology a'ld water guali ty of the river. 

Watershed Land Use. 'Ihe upper portion of the river basin atove State 
Route 710 is predominantly agricultural with large tracts devoted to 
pastures for cattle ranches. Residential developnent is limited t.o the 
small rorrmuni ties of Myakka City and Myakka Head along with a few 
scattered farm houses. Dramatic changes in land use may occur in the 
upper basin area as fhosphate mining o::mmences oo several large tracts 
currently ex.med by mining interests. 

'Ibe central portion of t.he river basin is dominated by two large 
undeveloped areas. 'rhe 28,875-acre Myakka River State Park is a park/open 
space land use. '!be 32,608-acre MacAuthur Tract is alrrost entirely 
undeveloped natural terrain/rangeland. Together these t\IP crljacent areas 
conprise alrrost 100 square miles. Developnent outside of these two tracts 
in the central p::>rtion of the river basin is limited to a few ranches, 
some residental developllent along the Myakka River near the I-75 crossing 
and a snall sul:xlivis.ioo near the western rourrlary of the Myakka River 
State Park. Corrpletion of I-75 will likely spur increased residential and 
comnercial developnent in the area. 

'!he lower basin area is the rrost urbanized and p:>pulous portion of t~e 
largely rural Myakka River basin. currently residential and oonmercial 
developnent is concentrated along U.S. 41, State Route 771, C11d the Myakka 
River in the oornnunities of North Port, Port Charlotte, and El Jobean. 
Much of the land in the lower basin area has been sul:rlivided by large real 
estate developnent firms. !bads and other services have been provided. 
HCMever, few oomas have actually been constructed. 'lhese large subdivided 
tracts ai;:pear en the lana use map as "Barren land". 
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River Corridor Land Use. 'Ihe segment of the river oorrioor al:x>ve the 
stLrly area ( arove State Road 780) is alrrost entirely natural in character. 
At sane JX)ints the pastures of .:rljacent ranches !::order on the river. 
There is oo urban developnent along the upper p:>rtion of the river. Much 
of the river rorridor is flood prone and swampy, inhibiting residential 
developuent. 

South of State Route 780 there is cnly a 1/2 mile segment above the Myakka 
River State Park which is in private CMnership. 'l"he \YeSt. bank is lined 
with a low earthen dike which protects a small oonmunity of h:>mes rear the 
river. The eastern bank is very low lying, fl<X>d prone, undeveloped land 
which will probably remain undeveloped. 'lbe p:>rtion of the river rorr.idor 
prop:>sed for designation is entirely within the Myakka River State Park. 
'Ihe river cnrridor within the State Park is almost entirely natural except 
for a p:Merline crossing at river mile 36, the State Road 72 crossing at 
river mile 34, and a few minor park related developnents. 

Below the State Park the river crn::-ridor remains undeveloped for a 5 mile 
segment which is rounded on the east by the MacArthur tract and en the 
west by several large ranches. 'Recreationists using the river do oot 
generally see the ranching activities occurring because of vegetation 
screening the view from the river. 

At river mile 23 the first house appears m high ground at the dver' s 
edge. From this .[X)int to the I-75 crossing at river mile 19. 5 t..l-iere are a 
number of individual rottages and several snall sutrli,1isions oo the higher 
banks along the river. Below I-75 there are ooly a few lnmesites and a 
fish camp, Snook Haven, which is located at river mile 18. Bet~n Snook 
Haven and U.S. 4 1 the river rorridor remains undeveloped except for a 
campground at approximately river mile 16. 

Below U.S. 41 the urban character of surrounding land uses is apparent 
from residential developnent along the river. Land retween u. S. 4 1 and 
the El ,Jobean Bridge has b?en sul:divided and developnent along the river 
will likely oontinue as people seek the cmenity of waterfront h:::>mesites. 

Below the El Jobean Bridge the shoreline is devoted to park/opP.n space 
use. 'l'he State of Florida p.Irchased this area through its Environmentally 
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program. 

Land Use Controls. Florida's Local Government Corrprehensive Planning Act 
of 1975 requires local governments to prepare oorrprehensive plans. 
Sarasota County's o::>nprehensive plan entitled APOXEE, was adopted on 
June 30, 1981. Under the provisions of the Sarasota County conprehensive 
plan an urban rontainment p:>licy directs growth to the areas south and 
west of I-75. Current zoning of the Myakka River oorridor within Sarasota 
County is limited to very low density residential development except for 
the area south of U.S. 41. It is the policy of Sarasota C.ounty to 
preserve the values asscx:iated with the Myakka 'River and a stream 
protection ordinance has been proposed to implement this pol icy. 
Consultants have been hired to develop appropriate buffer criteria. 
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Landownership along the Myakka River falls into three categories: 
State-owned public lands, privately owned large tracts and smaller 
privately owned riverfront lots. Beginning at the oorthern ooundary of 
the stt.rly area, Sta.te Route 780, 1 5. 6 river miles or 37 percent of the 
stLrly area's length .is in p..:iblic ownership. 'Ibis figure includes 12 river 
miles which lie within the M'takka River State Park. AJ;proximately 
1/2-mile of the f.Ublicly owned land cnnsists of scattered parcels CMned by 
the State of Florida-a rest area at the I-75 crossing end tViO properties 
with east river frontages of 1,580 feet and 500 feet near river miles 9 
and 11, respectively. Further oown the river the State of Florida, under 
the EEL program, has purchased 3 river miles beginning below State 
:Route 771 and reaching to the river rrouth at Charlotte Harbor. 

The Myakka River oorridor is generally in private ~rship. In Manatee 
County above the State park, private tracts range from 600 to over 1,000 
acres Md primarily are used for ranching activities. Sizable tracts also 
owned by phospi.'1.ate mining oorrpanies such as w. R. Grace Co., Beker 
I. M. C. 

Below State Route 780 private ownership aca::>unts for 25 river miles or 63 
percent of the study area. Lands crljacent to and inmediately below the 
State park in Sarasota County continue the large privately owned tract 
pattern. A large single o.-mership tract is located just below the park 
and runs for ab:>ut 2 miles on the w-estern bank. 'Ihe Exchange National 
Bank of Tanpa Trust has 6 t 020 acres oordering the State park en the west 
and approximately 2 miles of river frontage below the park. 01 the 
eastern bank, the property known as the MacArthur Tract has 4.5 miles of 
river front~e. This 32, 608-acre property shares rore than 11 miles of 
the State park 0 s southern rorder. 

Beginning ~low river mile 23 and stretching to I-75 (below river mile 20) 
sane developnent is evident with lots ranging in size from 5 to 50 acres 
on the western :riverbank. A short stretch of small lots with 60 foot 
frontages begins oo the western side above river mile 22 forming a p::rlcet 
of residential developnent alx>ve the I-75 rest area. 

Between I - 7 5 and U. s. 41 (river miles 19. 5 to 12) large tracts oominate 
the eastern bank of the river. On the ~stern bank below the interstate 
there is a section of 6-acre r.i ver front lots. M:>ving Cbwn river, the 
size increases to as m1ch as 40 acres. At river mile 14.5 is Rarrbling 
Rest, an BO-acre canping facility. Venetia Inc. ownership begins al:x>ve 
river mile 14 and rontinues on the ~stern river bank to U.S. 41 and 
beyond. 'Ihis tract has a tot.al of 16,387 acres with roughly 3 miles 
fronting the river. 

From U.S. 41 to the Charlotte County line, the Venetia property continues 
on the west bank to a00ut river mile 11 and the city of North Port limits. 
This tract has been purchased by the Berry Investment Corporation which 
has 3 miles fronting the river. en the eastern bank below the highway is 
the Lazy River r~imited property which is the site of a nd:>ile home 
developnent. 
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Completion of r-75 wtl l ltkely spur tncreased residental and commercial 
development 

Much of the Lower bastn area has been subdivided 



The Primary Land Use i n the Upper Watershed is Agriculture 

Numerous Shallow Depressions and Wetland characterize the undeveloped 
McArthur Tract 



Riverfront property from the Charlotte County line to El Jd:>ean at State 
Route 771 is subdivided into lots averaging a quarter acre in size. ftbst 
are located <l'l the nl.l'llerous manmade canals which line this portion of the 
river. '!be majority of the lots remain undeveloped. Below State lbute 
771 land cr:ljacent to the river is State owned. 

Navigability and Riparian Rights 

The distinction between a navigable lx>dy of water and a oon-navigable cne 
is a key issue in the law of water rights and riparian rights. 
Classification as a navigable water lx>dy indicates that the State of 
Florida holds ownership of the river lx>ttom up to the ordinary high water 
line. If the river is oot classified ac; navigable, the riparian c::MOOr 
holds title to the river bed to the amter of the stream. Developnent of 
detailed meaning and application of the navigability question has been, 
for the nost part, left to the courts operating en a case-by-case basis. 

The test of navigability a~lied by Federal a:>urts has urrlergone 
considerable change. Current opinions state that for aJJne p.irposes, the 
federal tests look oot only to whether the water body is navigable, in 
fact, in its natural state, but whether it can be mcr:le so by man-mcr:le 
irrprovements. '!be United States Supreme Court opinion in U.S. vs. 
Appa1achian Electric R:>wer ~y 311 U.S. 377 ( 1940), indicated that 
suitability for corrmercial navigability can be proved . by personal or 
private use of lx>ats upon the water. Congress cr:lded an amendment to the 
Rivers and Haroors Act which stated, " ••• cx:mnerce shall include the use 
of waterways by seasonal passenger craft, yachts, houseooats, fishing 
boats, rotor lx>ats, and other similar craft, whether or oot operated for 
hire." 

Florida courts, in Baker vs. State ex rel. Jones, 87 So. 2d 497 (1956) and 
IJ:Jpez vs. Snith 145 So. 2d 509 (2d D.C.A. Florida 1962), have equated 
navigability with the possibility of use for p.irposes comnon to the 
public. '!be definition of navigability is also tied closely to the use of 
a water lx>dy or at least potential use for comnerce at the period of 
statehood. 'lbere are four basic determinants of the conmercial use of a 
waterbody. 

1. The nature and character of water lx>rne comnerce during the statehood 
period. 

2. The nature of the craft used for this p.1rpose. 

3. Size, depth, location Cl'ld other filysical characteristics of the water 
body. 

4. Cl:>structions to navigation. 

Florida courts have issued opinions indicating that current potential 
conmercial use rather than a:>nmercial history is the test for 
navigability. Federal courts have traditionally granted State ':J)vernments 
the authority to re110Ve Cl'ly d>structions to navigation. 
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Evidence indicating that the p:>rtion of the Myakka River in the study area 
is navig.able includes: 

1. The extent and manner of rorrmercial use is rot an issue. 'Ihe river 
only need be capable of being used for comnerce, ro matter in what 
mode the rorrmerce may be ronducted. 'Ihe Myakka River experiences a 
great deal of pleasure mating by tourists and local residents 'Which 
courts have inplied is a cnmnercial activity or use of the water. 

2. 'lhe region of Florida in which the Myakka River runs its cnurse was 
dependent UJX>r1 waterways for transportation oofore the advent of the 
railroads in 1880. In rivers which cnuld not support large craft 
pirogues, cypress canoes, and cypress skiffs were in regular use by 
the military, Indians, and settlers. A reasonable O'.)nclusion may be 
drawn that canoes and shallow draught skiffs we.re a custanary mcx:le of 
trade and travel in the region and oo the Myakka River during the 
statehood period. 

3. 'lhe Myakka River is en the U.S • .Aney Cbrps of Engineers a:lministrative 
list of navigable rivers. 

Recreation Resources 

Florida, perhaps rrore than any other State, is associated with tourism and 
recreation. 'Ihe State is endowed with an excellent climate and an 
extensive roastline featuring sane of the world's rrost scenic beaches. 
Tourism is Florida's largest industry with over 35 million tourists 
visiting the State in 1980 generating n:arly $17 billion in expenditures. 
Tourists generate 64 percent of the total demand for outdoor recreation 
activities. 'Ihe resident pop.ilation is also active in outdoor 
recreation. 

The 28,875 acre Myakka River State Park is the largest park in the State 
of Florida park system. 'Ihe primary focus of the park is the Myakka River 
and its adjacent prairie and marsh habitats. It is ooe of the rrost 
spectacular wildlife areas in the rountry and provides outstanding 
recreational oi:portunities in a wilderness setting. A 7500-acre 
wilderness preserve has been designated by the State within the park. 'Ihe 
park also provided canpgrounds, a backpacking trail, cabins, fishing, and 
boating. It is projected that the Myakka River State Park will meet the 
need for regional parks in the area well into the n:xt CEntury. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Florida. As of 1982, there were oo national 
wild and scenic rivers located in the State. One river, the Suwannee, was 
studied for inclusion into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 
That study, ronpleted by the Bureau of CAltdoor Recreation in 1974, 
recomnended the river be included in the system by State action under 
Section 2(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 'lb date, there has been 
no formal State action by Florida or Georgia to designate the river as a 
national wild and scenic river. 1he Loxahatchee River, located in 
southeast Florida near Palm Beach is under study by the National Park 
Service as a rx>ssible national wild and scenic river. 
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Florida has enacted a Scenic and Wild Rivers Program, de.Jigned to serve: 
outdoor recreation ?JtIX>ses through the preservation of exceptional river 
and stream cnrridors. To date, only a single river - the wekiva, located 
near Orlando, has been granted wild river status urXler the State system. 
Currently three streans are being reviewed for inclusion in the State 
system: Blackwater River, Idletucknee River, and Spruce Creek. N:lne of 
these streams are located in the vicinity of the Myakka study area. 
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CHAP'IBR N 

ENVIROOMENTAI, AID ECON)MIC COOSEQJENCES 

The environm?ntal and economic oonsequences are analyzed in relation to 
the three alternatives and their corrponents. Current and reasonably 
foreseeable effects on the environment are included in the analysis. 

A separate biological assessment as required by Section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended in 1978, has been prepared in 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (See Appendix E). 

A separate coastal zone management oonsistency determination has been 
made. 'Ihe Florida Department of Environmental Regulation ooncurs that the 
three alternatives, as presented in this oocurnent, are oonsistent with the 
Florida Coastal Zone Management Plan (See Appendix F). 

Alternative A - PrOfX?Sed Action 

This alternative proposes the designation of a 12-mile segment within 
Myakka River State Park as a State-administered oorrp:nent of the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

To gain designation as a State-administered river, the Governor must 
forward a letter to the Secretary of the Interior requesting that the 
river be added to the National System and cbcumenting how the State will 
provide permanent protection for the river. 'lhis oocumentation provides 
that: 

1. '!he values which cause the river to be qualified for the national 
System nust be assured of permanent protection and management by 
or p..irsuant to State statute. As a means to this end, the State 
must aoopt a program of action which will provide permanent 
protection for the natural and cultural qualities of the river and 
adjoining lands. 

2. Protective devices for the river oorrioor may include, but shall 
not be limited to fee acquisition, scenic easements or other than 
fee acg:uisition, zoning, limitations on building permits and other 
regulations. The intent is to provide for regulation of the use 
of private lands irrmediately abutting or affecting the river so as 
to preclude changes in use which v.ould substantially alter the 
character of the river oorridor. '!he State nust prohibit undue 
adverse irrpacts on the river resources by its own agencies and 
programs and through its permitting and licensing requirements. 
If local zoning will be a major tool, it nust either be in place 
or expressions of local intent nust be included in the 
application. 
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'Ihe foll<=Ming <YJnSE":q~1eno::s a1:«2 .~.-L-,(~:Ct.:r:t · ,., r-£" ·: 
designation: 

1. Section 7 of the Wild and Scer:.:i.c RXvecs AcL imposes water resource 
develoµnent restrictions on st:r.ec"rn se,;ments included in th2 National 
Wild and Scenic Rive:rs System" rt sta.t:es that no federally assisted, 
licensed, or aided p.roji<!c·:::s wil~. be permitted on rh1ers in the 
National S:ystem 'N'hich would ni.nvade the area" or "unreasonably 
diminish" values which. are present at fr1e time of inclusion. 

2. Added incentives ar<:; prOilided to .irnp:r.:ove- water quality through 
cooperative efforts by the. rr.::u .. 1a9ing ag•~ncy, the Secretary of the 
Interior, tl:ie Stat..;~ water p:Jllution control agencies · and the 
Environmental Protection Agency {Section 11(c) of Public Law 90-542). 

3. National designation would he1p en.s,Jre that the river would be 
protected in perpetuity. 'Ihe State of Florida would adopt a program 
of action to provide p-~rmanent protection f:or the natural and cultural 
qualities of the designated segment. cf the Myakka River. Protective 
measures may include fee ao:Juisitionv scenic easements, zoningv 
construction and 3€~tback lines or other similar land-use rontrols. 
Such mechanisms ·would not be necessary for the proposed 12-mile 
segment since it. is already in p.ibl k cwnership. 

4. A likely higher priority for financinq from existing federal program.s 
for conpatible projects which unpv)ve the river and its watershed. 

Land Use - The watershed area ab:.we the river segment prop::>sed for 
designation is predominantly private agricultural land with large tracts 
devoted to cattle ranching. The farmers and ranchers presently use the 
river for irrigation and Hvestock watering purposes which the proi;x:>sal 
will not affect. Also1, sizeable tracts .?.re owned and operated by 
phosphate mining oonpanies. Designation of the 12-mile segment should 
have no effect on existing mining operations or water quality because, 
properly enforced, existing State and local regulations provide for 
protection of the river. The river corridor itself is primarily natural 
in dlaracter. 

Al though the Myakka River watershed area is rural at present, there is the 
potential for increased residential developnent. Sarasota has experienced 
the spread of low-density developnent throughout its urban areas, which 
leads to a rapid "leapfrog" encroachment of the urban setting into rural 
areas. 'Ille proliferation of 1- to 5-acre residential lots is responsible 
for the rapid depletion of rural land and the utilization of large tracts 
of these lands for residential developnent. 

Alternative A (designation) could affect this land use tr.end by increasing 
conmercial and residential developnent pressures en the remaining portions 
of the river; however, the extent of these pressures is difficult to 
assess. In effect, designation could act as a catalyst in rruch the same 
way that advertising acts as a catalyst in pointing out to users or 
would-be users the attractiveness of a product or resource. 
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'Ihe fiiosphate mining industry is regulated by State and local ordinance. 
Chapter 380, Florida Statutes, cited as "'!he Florida Environmental Land 
and Water Management Act of 1972" has the legislative intent to protect 
the natural resources and environment of the State. 'Ihe intent of the Act 
is to insure a water management system that will reverse the deterioration 
of water quality and protect the health, welfare, safety and quality of 
life of State residents. 

Ordinance Nt:lllber 81-22 of Manatee County regulates mrn1ng and reclamation 
activities in that oounty. 'Ihe ordinance provides for operating i::;ermits 
before m1n1ng activities can begin; provides criteria for mining 
activities; provides permitting procedures, reclamation requirements, 
enforcement procedures and many other regulatory provisions for the mining 
industry. 'Ihe ordinance also establishes an environmental monitoring 
program. 'Ihis program monitors surface water quality, surface water 
quantity, ground water quality, ground water quantity, rainfallf radiation 
in soils and water, and air quality. 

State and local regulations such as the alx>ve place many restrictions m 
the phosphate mining industry. 'lhe designation of the Myakka as a wild 
and scenic river v.ould not dlange those regulations rnr materially affect 
their interpretation. 

Fish and Wildlife - Designation of the 12-mile segment as wild and scenic 
river would not dlange fish and wildlife laws (Section 13(a) of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act). 'lb the extent that designation would prohibit 
water resource developnent projects, fish and wildlife resources w.::iuld be 
protected. 

Fecreation Use - Increased recreational use oould damage the fragile 
ecological values associated with the river and increase trespassing and 
poaching on private land. A key oorrponent of the proposed management 
strategy is the ooncentration of recreation use within existing recreation 
areas in the Myakka River State Park. Additional access for recreational 
use along private lands will not be provided and recreational use of 
private lands will be discouraged by river management agencies. 

Since the Myakka is on the Corps of Engineers list of navigable rivers, it 
is included under Corps of Engineers permitting regulations. Permit 
applications for ooat docks and other oonstruction will, therefore, be 
more carefully reviewed if the Myakka is a wild and scenic river. 'Ihe 
Mvakka is not used for oomnercial transportation, therefore, use is for 
recreational purposes and oonstruction relating to river access would be 
for recreation :p.irposes. 'Ihere \«)Uld be no oonflict within the section 
recomnended for designation because the State park already has adequate 
river access. Should any future developnent be proposed within the river 
corridor of the park, consistency with wild and scenic river status w:>uld 
be required. 

Power Generation - Designation of the Myakka as a oorrponent of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System would preclude cnnstruction of the 
type of projects mentioned in Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
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Act. HCMever, the topography of this area makes infeasib-. ~~: r11<l..:G>::·~lectric 
generating facilities. 'Iherefore, this alternative would not affect 
energy production from water. 

Section 7(a) prohibits the FERC from licensing a transmission line across 
a wild and scenic river. However, if the Secretary of the Interior 
determines that a proposed transmission facility would not adversely 
affect the values for which the river is designated, additional projects 
could be b.lilt. It is likely that additional facilities in the existing 
160-foot right-of-way v.ould be permitted. 

In surrmary, the absence of federal lands in the river corridor w::>uld make 
only the provisions of Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
relevant in determining inpacts of designation. Topography precludes <!Sly 
hydroelectric facility, and the existence of a State Park alreadY 
precludes rrost federally permitted activities which v.ould'crlversely affect 
natural values. N:> significant adverse effects can be expected if 
Altlernative A is inplemented. 

Alternative B - Protection Without Designation 

This alternative includes all 37 miles of river determined eligible for 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 'Ihe primary difference between 
Alternative A and Alternative B is that the protective restrictions 
included in Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act w::>uld oot apply 
to the 12 miles of river in Alternative A. However, all State and Federal 
regulations w::>uld continue in effect for all 37 miles. Land p.irchase 
efforts could continue: however, the lack of national status may reduce 
the irrpetus for State and local governments to implement protective 
measures (legislation, z.oning, acquisition, etc.). 

Land Use - Local governments have several options to use in protecting the 
Myakka River. 'Ihese include adherence to a oonprehensive plan, 
ordinances, incentive taxation programs, transfer of developnent rights 
and acquisition. 

Florida's 1975 IDcal Government Corrprehensive Planning Act which mandates 
the preparation, adoption and implementation of a oorrprehensive plan by 
all units of local government, contains several sections which are 
pertinent to river preservation, future land use, conservation, 
recreation, current land use, and intergovernmental coordination elements. 

Various local ordinances are another means of providing river ro+ridor 
protection. A 1981 Florida Supreme Court finding upheld the right of the 
local government to regulate growth and protect water quality by blocking 
a massive developnent on southwest Florida wetlands. 'Ihis decision may 
encourage local governments to take action for which they row have legally 
sanctioned authority. Zoning ordinances are the nost prevalent means of 
controlling land use at the local level. Other regulatory means include 
flood control ordinances; subdivision regulations; building setbacks or 
scenic easements; watershed protection ordinances and mining ordinances. 
'l'he latter measure would require cooperation of 001.mties outside the 
irrmediate river corridor. I:npact assessment procedure.s similar to the 
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State process which requires consideration of develoµnent impacts on an 
area, could be established by the counties. However, it should be roted 
that Sarasota County currently asesses develoµnent impacts through their 
specific habitat regulatory programs. 

Transfers of Developnent Rights have been adopted in Sarasota County. 
This process permits the transferring of development rights from rural 
areas or those for which protection is desired to areas where higher 
densities are encouraged. 

Direct acquisition by the local government or by the State Government is 
another option. 'Ihe State under current laws b.Jys its parks and preserves 
from willing sellers and under programs administered by the Division of 
State Lands. Another program is the "Save Our Rivers" law which sets up a 
trust for protecting river systems. 'Ihis m:ney is divided between the 
five State water management districts which have condemnation powers. 

In addition to the existing protective measures described under Land Use 
for Alternative A, the Myakka could be designated as a Florida Wild and 
Scenic River within the State System. Regardless of the designation 
status it seems evident that the portion of the Myakka within Myakka River 
State Park will continue to be protected from all presently foreseen 
threats. 

Fish and Wildlife - There \\Ould be very little difference in the impact <n 
fish and wildlife habitat between Alternatives A and B for the river 
corrioor segment within Myakka River State Park. 'Ihe primary impact oo 
wildlife habitat \\QUld be the effect designation could have oo providing 
the impetus for crlditional land p.irchases by the p.iblic sector. 

Existing laws such as those mentioned under Land Use \\QUld give some 
protection to fish and wildlife habitat for the present time. However, in 
future years designation of the river \\Quld bring increased attention to 
environmental problems. 

Recreation Use - In the absence of a management plan, as required for a 
State-administered addition to the System, a river management plan \\Quld 
not be developed. '!here \IK>uld probably be less use without designation, 
although this cannot be quantified. Existing regulations c'b rot prohibit 
additional roat cbcks along the river. 'lberefore, there \\QUld be little 
justification for denyinq river access applications. Any increase in roat 
docks could adversely affect the scenic qualities of the river and the 
river corricbr. 

Fower Generation - The protection that Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act affords to designated rivers is a formidable force for 
preservation that \<!Ould be rrore effective than other existing or proposed 
future regulations. HcMever, as mentioned under Alternative A, the area 
is so flat that a power generation dam is rot feasible. 

4-5 



In summary, only the protections afforded by Section 7{a) ..:;f D'!e ~\'ild and 
Scenic Rivers Act would be foregone for this alternadve. Giver. 
topograpiic oonsiderations and protections al.ready -provided for resources 
in the Myakka River State Park, there are ro significant differences in 
impacts between Alternatives A and B. 

_Alternative C - ~ Action/Existing Trends 

This alternative dlaracterizes the future oonditions expected to occur in 
the study area without a formal management plan or designation as a wild 
and scenic river. 'lhe existing trend plan assumes that growth and 
developnent in the river basin study area will occur as projected in 
existing local and regional plans. 

Land Use - Existing land use is explained in Chapter 3. As population 
densities increase and as the demand for goods and services increase, all 
areas of fast growth, such as the Myakka River watershed, will experience 
increased pressure for ooth developnent and for preservation of areas 
within the watershed and for the river itself. 

Sarasota County's Conprehensive Plan, :p.tblished in 1980, identifies a reed 
to acquire river access sites for canoe trails so as to increase the 
recreation potential of the a:>Unty's natural waterways, although the 
Myakka is rot specifically mentioned. '!he plan also identifies a reed to 
strive to cnnserve large tracts of undeveloped lands, such as the McArthur 
Tract 01 the Myakka River, for their environmental, recreational, and open 
space values. 

Sarasota County's Conprehensive Plan also identifies the Myakka as a 
potential water supply source. 'Ihe cnunty's plan recognizes the unique 
riverine habitat the Myakka provides as the 01ly river flowing through the 
county. Also reoognized is the fact that the Myakka is the second largest 
individual supplier of freshwater to the Charlotte Harbor estuary. 
Although the County of Sarasota may purchase the McArthur Tract for 
conservation purIX>ses in the future, they are in addition considering use 
of the tract for potential potable water supply. 'lhey are in initial 
thinking stages of what alternatives a:>uld be developed. However, 
structural deve.lopnent would be unlikely and may rot be cost effective 
given oorridor topography. Given the lack of plans we can rot determine 
if a structure designed to divert water would preclude river values. 

The protection afforded by the pennitting and review requirements of 
Section 7 (a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act would not be available 
under this alternative. 

Fish and Wildlife - Existing fish and wildlife cnnditions and threatened 
and endangered species are discussed in Chapter 3. Developnent pressures 
within this fast-growing area will certainly displace sane wildlife 
habitat during the cnming years. Residential developnent along the Myakka 
has already filled in some of the wetland habitat, as developnent has been 
allowed to proceed right up to the banks of the river. 

Recreation Use - As stated under Alternative B it is expected that 
recreation use would be slightly less if the Myakka is rot designated. 
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~r Generation - 'Ihe same c:x:>nditions and analysis as stated for 
Alternative B are applicable here. 

In summary, the Myakka River w:>uld oot re included in the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System but ~uld c:x:>ntinue to receive protection from 
local, State and Federal Government agencies. Increased uncontrolled 
recreational use and developnent outside the park may result in 
destruction of valuable natural resources. A no action alternative to the 
proposal may result in a laxness by State and local government officials 
to protect river values using existing regulations. 
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CHA.Pl'ER V 

LIST OF PREPARERS 

Sharon C. Keene, O'lief, Rivers and Trails Division, National Park Service, 
Southeast Regional Office, responsible for overall program management. 

Fred van Vonno, CAltdoor Recreation Planner, National Park Service, 
Southeast Regional Office, stt..rly team leader 1981-1983. 

Charles M. Schuler, CAltdoor Recreation Planner, National Park Service, 
Southeast Regional Office, stt..rly team leader 1983. 

Gene A. Tingle, Park Planner, National Park Service, Southeast Regional 
Office, stt..rly team leader 1980-1981. 

Andrea R. Clute, Stt..rlent Intern, National Park Service, Southeast Regional 
Office, research assistance. 
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CH..Z\PI'ER VI 

LIST OF AGENCIES, OJfuANIZATIONS, AID PF::RSONS 'IO WHOM 
CDPIES OF 'lHE ASSESSMENT WERF. SENT 

A. Coordination in (:he Review of the Draft Environmental Assessment 

Copies of the 1iraft environmental assessment were sent to the 
following aqt=:.ncies, organizations, and persons for their review and 
corrment. 

Federal l.g~nci~s_ 

Department of Enerqy 
Depart~ent of Agriculture 
Department of ~fense 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Department of 'franspxtation 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Corrmerce 
Departrnent of Housing and Urban Developnent 

State of Florida 

Off ice of the G::>vernor 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
Department of Environmental Regulation 
Game and Fresh Water Fish C...orrrnission 
Department of Natural Resources 
Department of Transportation 
Off ic~ of the Attorney General 
Department of Corrmunity Affairs 
Divisi01 of Forestry 
Division of ,~rchives, History and Records Management 

Sarasota County 
Manatee County 
Charlotte County 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
Tanpa Bay Regional Planning Council 

Special Intecest Groups and Individuals 

Adjacent Landowners 
Audul:x:m Society, Inc. 
Florida Wildlife Federation 
Florida Defenders of the Envirorunent 
The Trust for Public Land 
Florida Nature Conservancy 
Sierra Club 
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B. Consultation and Coordination in the Development 01: ...rie Prop?s_~l ar.C. 
in Preparation of the Envirorunental Assessment 

The chronology of major actions is as follows: 

November 10, 1978 

January 18, 1979 

October 26, 1979 

April 9-10, 1980 

September 13, 1980 

September 20, 1980 

'Ihe Myakka River was authorized for study by 
the Congress to determine its potential for 
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. 

'Ihe National Park Service held a public 
meeting in Sarasota, Florida, to explain what 
the Myakka River study \\Ould entail. 

A National Park Service press release 
announced the formal initiation of the study. 

'Ihe National Park Service held 
meeting in Sarasota, Florida, and 
Gorda, Florida. 'Ihese meetings 
valuable information cnncerning the 
options cnncerning the Myakka. 

a public 
in Punta 
provided 
range of 

The National Park Service hosted a public 
planning \\Orkshop in Punta G:>rda in 
cooperation with the Charlotte County/Punta 
Gorda Planning Comnission. .~roximately 50 
people attended including local elected 
officials, representatives of various 
government agencies, landowner.s, environmental 
interests and other interested citizens. 

'Ihe National Park 
planning \'K>rkshop 
cooperation of the 
Department. Oler 
workshop. 
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Myakka River Study Update 
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Ii ~ 
II 

I Introduction 

'!his upjate provides a sumnary of the study team's preliminary findings and 
a brief description of the alternative plans being a:>nsidered for the Myakka 
River Study report. In the last study ui;rlate (December 1980), we indicated 
that the next time you ~uld be hearing from us ~uld be oo a:>rrpletion of 
the draft stu:fy report. However, considering the diverse p.lblic input 
received since the last update, we have decided to issue our preliminary 
findings before publishing then in the formal study report. Please review 
the preliminary alternatives and indicate which alternative plan(s) you 
support, and indicate any mcrlifications you feel necessary. Your reasons 
for preferring ooe alternative Oller another ~uld also be helpful in 
determining the attributes and deficiencies of each of the alternatives. 
Your a:>mnents, together with an evaluation of the river's resources, will 
provide the basis for selecting the alternative to be rea:>mnended to 
Congress. 

Extension of the Study Area 

In evaluating the Myakka's eligibility for the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, the authorized study area was extended to include the Myakka 
River State Park and river area up to the a:>unty route 780 river crossing 
(see Classification Map). 

Joint Department of Agriculture and Department of Interior guidelines for 
ccnducting wild and scenic river studies provide that " ••• adjacent river 
areas oot included in the a:>ngressional mandate may be studied if their 
inclusion c:ould facilitate management of the resouces of the river and 
adjacent land areas." 'Ihe guidelines also state that " ••• management of 
the river area may be facilitated by extensia1 to include established or 
available access p:>ints oot included in the mandated study segment." 

'Ihe study team's rationale for extending the study area is as follows: 

1. 'lbe Myakka River State Park which encorrpasses approximately 10 miles 
of the Myakka River, imnediately adjoins the authorized study area, is 
in public rather than private ownership, is presently managed in a 
protective status, arrl is perhap; the rrost outstanding natural resource 
area within the Myakka River system; 
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2. '!be river area imnediately above the State park LP to the county route 
780 cn>ssing also exhibits many of the scenic, wildlife, and 
recreatioo CJJalities of the State park. 'lhe route 780 crossing, in 
additioo to providing a readily distinguishable tx:>uriiary, provides a 
a:xtti:ol point for potential access that <Duld facilitate b::>th resource 
111n5Jement and public use. 

Preliminary Findings - Eligibility 

'Ibis sectioo describes, in general terms, the study team's findings 
regarding the Myakka's eligibility for the National Wild e11d Scenic Rivers 
System. The decisioo whether to recomnerrl to Congress that the Myakka be 
added to the system has rot yet been made, therefore, discussion at this 
time is limited to eligibility. When a reoorrrnendatia1 is made, it will be 
baaed ai the feasibility of a:!ding the Myaklca to the System. 'lhe question 
is, can a suitable pi:otective an:l management strategy be implemented for the 
Myakka that is in lcaeping with the provisions of the Wild C11d Scenic Rivers 
Act? Your mmnents regardiRJ the alternative concept plans will help in 
making that determinatioo. 

1. '1be following BeCJftent8 of the Myakka River study area meet the 
eligibility criteria described in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and 
therefcxe, CJJalify for inclusion in the National Wild C11d Scenic Rivers 
system: 

a. 'lbe river se<:J1M!nt from a::>unty route 780 south to the 
Sarasota/Charlotte County line (approximately 34 river miles). 

b. 'the river se<Jnent beginning cg:>roximately 1/2 mile oouth of oounty 
route 771 (EL Jobeai area) to the river's rrouth in the vicinity of 
ft:>g Island (appi:oximately 3 river miles). 

2. The eligible river segments possess outstarrlingly remarkable scenic, 
ecologic, fish aid wildlife, and recreational values. In crldition, a 
preliminary evaluatia\ of the cultural resources of the river area 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer of Florida indicates that 
"the potential for archeological arrl historic sites along the river 
is quite high" and that the nore significant sites \tlOuld be expected 
to be fourxJ "alag the edges of the floodplains arrl sites within am 
near the bank areas." 

3. The segment from the Sarasota/O'tarlotte County line to the El Jobean 
/".area possesses significant natural resource arrl recreational qualities, 

however, the degree of developnent and shoreline alteration within this 
river segment is jud:Jed to be inconsistent with the criteria for Wild 
and Soenic River designation. 

4. Alt:hot.J.1h the area of a:>nsideration for inclusion in the national system 
is limited to the river south of Jbute 780, researdl indicates that 
upstream ~ts are integral <DnpJnE!nts of the overall river system. 
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'Ihe upper watershed, particularly Flatford Swamp and Tatum Sai,.;grass 
Marsh contribute to the overall water quality, flocrl mcderation, and 
viability of fish and wildlife resources throughout the Myakka River and 
<llarlotte Harbx' estuary. 

Preliminary Findings - Classification 

'lbe Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires the study teClll to classify all 
eligible river segments. Classification is the methoo of describing the 
fttysical character of the river area as it exists at the tirre of river 
stooy. 'Ihose areas, essentially natural in dlaracter, are classified 
(labeled) wild: those areas somewhat less natural are classified scenic, and 
those segments that are still predominately natural yet cnntain S)ITle 

developnent are classified recreational. It is important to note that 
classification is a means of describing the existing character of the river 
area and is not used to indicate future use of the river. For example, 
recreational classification ci)es mt Dacessarily irrply increased 
recreational use. 

Based at fhysiogra{ilic and man-made characteristics, the eligible segments 
of the Myakka are classified as follows: 

5egment A: From the Route-780 crossing south to a µ:>int where riverfront 
residential developnent begins (awroximately 18.5 river miles). This 
segment is largely natural in character with little evidence of man's 
activity. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SCENIC 

Segment B: From the initial µ:>int of residential developnent south to the 
vicinity of Snook Haven Fish camp (a~roxirnately S river miles). This area 
is predominantly natural in character yet exhibits 9JITle cnncentrated areas 
of residential developnent arxl highway crossings. - - - - - - RECREATI~ 

Segment C: From Snook Haven Fish Camp south to ~ i:oint just upriver of the 
U.S. 41 highway crossing (a~roxirnately 6 river miles). This area is 
largely natural with little evidence of man's activity. - - - - - - -SCF.NIC 

Segment D: Fran a µ:>int just aoove the U.S. 41 highway crossi~ downriver 
to the Sarasota/Cl1arlotte County line (aHJroximately 4.5 river miles). 
Although some concentrated areas of developnent occur near the U.S. 41 
crossing, this segment is predominantly natural exhibiting wide expanses of 
productive salt marsh arxl mangrove habitat. - - - - - - - - - -RECREATI~ 

5egment E: From a µ:>int .wroximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El Jobean 
to the river's rrouth in the vicinity of Hog Islarxl (aI;Proxirnately 3 river 
miles). '!his area is predominantly natural in character with limited areas 
of conmercial (marina) developnent. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -SCENIC 
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Alternative Courses of Action 

'ttle alternative concept plans described in this up]ate are baserl en a 
frame\\Ork of legislative mandates, resource factors, e11d p.iblic ooncern. 
'ttle alternatives offer optional strategies for the future of the Myakka 
River area. 'Itle alternatives present a range of protective rreasures, 
consider l:x>th designatien arrl non~esignation, arrl provide for 
administrative respalsibility ranging from substantial federal involvement 
to alternatives that \ttOuld essentially allON exist~ trends arrl C()!')]itions 
to oontinue. 

Alternative One - Continuation of Existing Trends and Conditions 
(No Action) 

In this alternative, existing trends in land use Clld developnent i,..ould 
continue. The Myakka \ttOUld not be adderl to either the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System or the State Scenic C11d Wild River System. 1'«:> action, 
occurring as a result of this study effort, \ttOuld be initiated by Federal or 
State government to protect the Myakka. Protection, beyond existing 
statutes arrl ordinances, \ttOuld require local initiative to institute river 
and land-use oontrols designed to preserve the river's resources. 

A coalitien of riverfront landowners arrl other concerned individuals oould 
be formed en a voluntary basis for the p.irpose of encouraging local C11d, 
where awropriate, the State and Federal Cbvernments to initiate arrl 
adequately enforce protective m?asures for the river. 

Alternative '!\«> - Establish a Myakka River CCJrrnission 

'Ibis alternative proposes establishing a Myakka River Comnission to 
coordinate efforts for conserving the Myakka River area. The oonrnission 
\ttOuld represent the tri-oounty area of Manatee, sarasota, Gild Charlotte 
Counties and \ttOuld be oorposed of landowners, conservationists, business 
interests, as well as awropriate representatives of local qovernment. 
Technical assistance a.rd consultatien could be provided through aH;>ropriate 
regional, State, and federal a:Jencies. 

'ttle corrmissicn i,..ould have t\ttO primary responsibilities: 

1. To develop land use and river oontrols to be aiopted by the ~ropriate 
local and State government for the p.irpose of protecting the river area from 
detrimental land and water uses. 

2. To serve as a .i::ierrnanent organization having review authority of .i::iermit 
applicaticns, variances, exceptions, etc., affecting the Myakka River area. 
'Itle conrnission \ttOuld develop review criteria Clld guidelines to ensure that 
its review procedures are d)jective, consistent, arrl uniformly awlied. 

When cnnsidering rnethois for creating such a oomnission, several ~ions 
a~ar feasible: 

1. Special legislative Act - the State of Florida oould, through special 
legislation, create a Myakka River Comnission; 



SCM1ARY OF ALTERNATIVES 

1 2 3 4 5 

Designation 

National 1'h Optional Not initially-a:>uld Yes Yes 
later be designated 
thru 2(a)( ii) 
process 

State 1'h Optional Yes 1'h 1'h 

Management 

Federal 1'h It> Only if crlded to ft) Yes 
National System thru 
2(a)(ii) process 

State 1'h It> Yes Yes lt>1/ 

other No specific river River Comnission2/ - - -
management program 
proposed 

Geogra?'lic Area N/A Determined by Determined by Option 1: All Option 1 : All 
Comnission-should Florida OOH eligible segments eligible segments 
include river thru 
tri-a:>unty area Option 2: R:>ute 780 Option 2: R:>ute 780 

south to US 41 south to US 41 

Y Shared management with State thru Cooperative Agreement. 

2/ If added to State or National River System, shared management with State v.ould be ~cessary. 



2. Existing State legislation authorizing "Resource Planning C11d Manaq~nent 
Ccmnittees" oould be used to create a Myakka River Conmission. This method 
could also involve resource protection resulting from "Area of Critical 
State Concern" designation. 

3. Joint effort try the Boards of County Corrmissioners for the tri-oounty 
area-reCJgnizing the need for a regional awroadl to planniN3 for the 
Myakka, the Boards of County O:>mnissioners for Manatee, sarasota, e11d 
01arlotte Counties oould mutually agree to create arrl make afPOintments to. 
the Myakka River Comnission. 'Ihe Comnission w:>uld be established through 
cooperation with riverfront landowners, interest groups, as ¥1ell as, 
appropriate State and federal regulatory officials. 

4. Council of GJvernments - in this option, the Myakka River Comnission 
ex>uld be structured as described in Option 'Three. However, the oorrmission 
w:>uld be sanctioned try State government through existiN3 legislaticn that 
authorizes the ooalition of local goverrunents to establish a "Council of 
G::>vernments." 

5. Authority of Manasota Basin Board - the South¥1est Florida Water 
Management District through its political sutrlivision, the Manasota Basin 
Board, rould request that a oonmittee be formed to plan e11d rronitor 
protective efforts for the Myakka River. 

Whichever organizational format is selected, it is in1;x>rtant that the River 
Comnission coordinate its activities with those of the South¥1est Florida 
Iegional Planning Council, the Tampa Bay ~gional Planning Council and the 
Southwest Florida Water r1anagement District to ensure a uniform planning 
~roach to the river area. 

In this alternative, the option exists for including the Myakka in the 
National System. If it can be demonstrated that establishiN3 a Conmission 
would ensure future protection of the Myakka in a manner ex>nsistent with the 
provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the Myakka rould be ac:X3ed to 
the National System. If this were to occur, the Conmission rather than 
Federal or State GJvernment w:>uld have primary management responsibility for 
the river. It w:>uld be recessary for the cnrrmission to enter into 
cooperative agreement with the Florida Department of Natural Resources 
regarding management of river segments in Myakka River State Park. Pederal 
Cbvernment involvement w:>uld be limited to tre review of prof:Osed water 
resource projects as described through Section 7 of the Wild C11d Scenic 
Rivers Act. 

Although management of a nationally designated river by ,a local or regional 
comnission is a departure fran traditional practice, this concept is 
receiving increased attention as a rreans of providing national river 
protection through local rather the11 federal rontrol. 

Alternative Three - State Action to Include the Myakka River in the Florida 
Scenic and Wild River System 

In this alternative, the Myakka w:>uld be included in the Florida Scenic C11d 
Wild River System rather thCll the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 



'Ihe State, in ())Operation with local government, w::>ul~ determine the 
protective techniques necessary for the river corridor. 

Administration and management of th~ dver w::>uld be the responsibility of 
State goverrunent. There w::>uld be ro federal involvement in either 
at'ninistration or managanent of the river. '!he State, through a:ioperative 
cgreement, could share its management role with local government. 
Ccx:>perative manaq~nt w::>uld be advisable in protectinq river areas lying 
outside the Myakka River State Park. ~ gec13raphic area to be includoo in 
the State System woulo be determined by the Florida Department of Natural 
Resources. 

If after inclusion in the State System, the State wishes to gain a'lditional 
protection through national designation, the Q:>vernor of Florida may aE'.PlY 
for national designation according :to. t;he provisions of Section 2(a)(ii) of 
the Wild and Scenic River Act. Seet.iOI'\ 2(a) (ii) provides that upon 
application by the G::>vernQr, the secr.etary of Interior can designate a river 
as part of the National System provided the river has already been included 
in the State River system by an act. of State legislature. 'Ihe river rrust 
also meet the eligibility requir~~ for the National System, arrl a 
program of action rust be prepared ·.indicating that the river, row end in the 
future, will be administered by the S~ate in a manner that ensures the 
protection of the values that qualify the river for the National System. 

'!his alternative w::>uld designate the Myakka a.s a national wild c31d scenic 
river and w::>uld preserve the river corridor by establishi~ a "buffer zone" 
along the river in which building, vegetation rerroval, Cl"ld site alteration 
"'10Uld be prohibited. 'lb establish the buffer, the State of Florida "'10Uld 
negotiate for easement acquisition (purchase or transfer of developnent 
rights), donation, or similar methoos appropriate to the given landownership 
situation. 'Ihe buffer width "'10uld be the minimal distance necessary to 
protect the visual corridor as seen fran the river, as well as, protecting 
the natural features of the shoreline. Where necessary, a selected site(s) 
w::>uld be acquired as a day use canoe rest area. The MacArthur Tract, 
imnediately south of the Myakka River State Park, could provide the limited 
space necessary for such a site. N:> interference with Sarasota County's 
plans for !'X'table water withdrawal from the MacArthur Tract w::>uld occur. 

'I'1e intent of this alternative is to provide for the continuatioo of 
existing agricultural and similarly corrpatible uses of riparian land while 
acquiring the minimal interest necessary to ensure the future preservation 
of the Myakk:a River corridor. ~ restrictions of the existing rights of 
riverfront landowners to control access, trespass, etc., w::>uld occur. 

Interpretive program.s regarding the river area w::>uld be conducted at the 
Myakk:a River State Park. TI1ese programs w::>uld describe ~ ecological 
significance of the Myakka cnd the background cnd p.iqose of the Wild a1d 
Scenic Rivers System. TI1ese progra!l\5 w::>uld als:> emphasize the 
responsibility of river users to ~here to regulations protecting the 
river's resources arrl the rights of those owning lam al<nJ its banks. 



'!he Florida Department of Natural Resources v.ould have primary 
administrative and management responsibility for the eligible };X>rtions of 
the Myakka. 'Ibe river area throtgh r-t,yakka River State Park will oontinue to 
be administered and managed by the Florida Divisial of Recreatial and Parks. 
en request, the Department of Interior oould provide technical assistance to 
the Florida Deparbnent of Natural Resources in preparatial of the management 
plan for the Myakka River. 

At the time of designation, an a:Nisory oomnitt.ee should be established to 
provide input into management policies and procedures for the Myakka. '!he 
comnittee v.ould ~ise Florida State Parks in preparing the Myakka River 
Management Plan, as well as, providi~ pericrlic review arrl reoomneooaticn 
regardinq dlanges in management practices or river a1d land use that may 
adversely affect the river's resources. 

Alternative Five - Include the akka in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System and Provide Protection 'lhroug F eral Acquired Interest in Riparian 
Land 

'Ibis alternative v.ould include the Myakka .in the National Wild a1d Scenic 
Rivers System and v.ould place primary responsibility for larrl protective 
measures and aiministration with federal rather than State government. As 
described in Alternative Four, this alternative v.ould al9' establish a 
protective buffer 2X>ne along the shoreline and where necessary, acquire a 
day use rest stop for canoeists. 

'!be National Park Service v.ould have primary aiministrative a1d management 
responsibility for the eligible portions of the Myakka River. ~ river 
area throtgh Myakka State Park v.ould be aiministered end managed throtgh 
a::operative agreement between Federal and State G:>vernment with primary 
management responsibility resting with Florida's Division of lecreation a1d 
Parks. Interpretive programs as described in Alternative Four w::>uld aloo 
occur urrler this plan. 

It is the intent of this alternative to also allow the rontinuation of 
existing oorcpatible land use as described in Al temative Four.. As with 
other alternatives, efll)hasis is placed oo resource protection rather than 
increased recreational use. 

Two options a~ar feasible in determining the geograi;:hic area of 
designation: 

q;:>tion Qie - All eligible p:>rtions of the study area (SR 780 down river to 
the Sarasota,101arlotte County lire plLJS the river 5e<Jnent beginning 
approximately 1/2 mile &>uth of SR 771 Cbwn river to the river's rrouth in 
the vicinity of Hog Island - ai:proximately 37 river miles). 

Option Two - ContinooLJS river segment beqinninq at SR 780 down river to the 
us 41 bridge crossi.D;J at Playrrore - awroximately 34 river miles. '!he 
option of excluding the river segments below US 41 (~tion Two) is being 
considered due to increased density in larrl use arrl ownership resul ti~ in 
increased per unit and total acquisition a:>sts as well as probable increases 
in management a:>nplexity arrl access oontrol. Also, the overall character of 
the shoreline below US 41, althotgh qualified, is less in keeping with the 



naturalness criteria established for the national wild end scenic river 
system. 

Management Reccmnendations 

'!he Myakka River Landowners Advisory O;:>nmittee an3 the Myakka River 
Coalition as 'Nell as other organizations end individuals have provined the 
study team with m.rnerous rec:onrnerrlations regardinJ protectioo of the river 
area. Alth0U3h many of the oonments focus oo broad cdninistrative end 
mana:]ement optioos, roost oomnents reCQITl'Reoo the adoptioo of specific 
mtJnagement aid law enforcement practices along the river. Conmen ts 
regarding river designaticn arrl administrative options have been used to 
develop the alternative concept plans presented in this l.l'Jdate. 'Itle 
specific management arrl enforcel'Qent oomnents will be used to prepare the 
"Management Reconrnendations" section of the draft study report. 'lbe draft 
report is scheduled for oonpletim later this fall. 

Where Ik> We Go Fran Here? 

After receiving ~ oomnents, necessary changes to the alternative concept 
plans will be made. At that time, a preferred alternative to reconmend to 
the Conqress will be selected. '!be reconmerrlatioo could be one of the 
alternatives described in this l.p1ate, or a tnssible nDdification cc 
oorminaticn thereof. Conceivably, if cornnents to this upjat.e produce a 
strategy rot yet considered, this too oould form the basi$ of our 
reoonrnerdation. 

Fqllowing selection of a preferred alternative, the study t.eam will ex>nplete 
the cx:mbined draft stlrly report/envirorunental irrpact statement (EIS) • '!he 
draft report will include our findings end recornnendation to the Congress, a 
roore detailed descripticn of the alternative concept plans an3 their 
iJTpacts as 'Nell as a ~ired description of the study area. 'lbe draft 
report will umergo fonnal public an3 intergovernmental review. Because of 
decreasing fums, 'Nie can pc-int a'\d distribute ooly a limited nlJtlber of 
copies of the co~leted draft report. However, 'Nie will mail a s1.111nary of 
that report to everyone oo our mailing list. A limited nlJtlber of copies of 
the draft report will be available at locations throu;hout the sttxly area as 
well as tpan re<J.test to our Atlanta off ice. 

Feedback 'lb National Park service 

'Dle ex>operation a'\d assistance received thus far from interested citizels, 
private corporations, special interest groups arrl government representatives 
has been invaluable to the Myakka River planning effort. We are 
particularly grateful for the assistance of the Myakka River Coalitim am 
the recently formed MyaJdca River Landowners Advisory Cbrrmittee. We tx:>pe 
that the relationship with these irrlividuals arrl organizations continues am 
that a'\}'Ol'le having questions or conments will feel free to contact lS at 
anytime durin1 the oourse of our study. 



It is necessary that \\111! receive your oomnents by October 16, 1981. If 
cx:invenient, please use the postage paid mail-back sheet for your response. 
Additional sheets can be attached to the mail-back sheet if needed. All 
<:x:>mTients ~ points of view will be considered carefully in preparil'lJ our 
draft re?'.)rt. 



Feedback to NPS 

Dear NPS: Re: The Myakka River Study 

Please fold, staple, and mail back to NPS. Postage paid. 
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Public Law 90-542 
(16 U.S.C. 1271 et seq.) 

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT 
as amended 

through P.L. 96-580, December 23, 1980 

AN ACT 

To provtde for a National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and for other pur
poses. 

Be it enacted b the Senate and House of Re resentatives of the United 
States o merica in ongress assemb ed, hat a this ct may be Gited as 
the "Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 11

• 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the United States that 
certain selected rivers of the Uation which, with their inrnediate environ
ments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish 
and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values, shall be preserved 
in free-f1owtng condition, and that they and their immediate environments 
shall be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future gen
erations. The Congress declares that the established national policy of dam 
and other construction at appropriate sections of the rivers of the United 
States needs to be complemented by a policy that would preserve other selected 
rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing condition to protect the 
water quality of such rivers and to fulfill other vital national conservation 
purposes. 

(c) The purpose of this Act is to implement this policy by instituting a 
national wild and scenic rivers system, by designating the initial components 
of that system, and by prescribing the methods by which and standards accord
ing to which additional components may be added to the system from time to 
time. 

SEC. 2. (a) The national wild and scenic rivers system shall comprise 
rivers (i) that are authorized for inclusion therein by Act of Congress, or 
(ii) that are designated as wild, scenic or recreational rivers by or pursuant 
to an act of the legislature of the State or States through which they flow, 
that are to be permanently administered as wild, scenic or recreational rivers 
by an agency or political subdivision of the State or States concerned, that 
are found by the Secretary of the Interior, upon application of the Governor 
of the State or the Governors of the States concerned, or a person or persons 
thereunto duly appointed by him or them, to meet the criteria established in 
this Act and such criteria supplementary thereto as he may prescribe, and 
that are approved by him for inclusion in the system, including, upon appli
cation of the Governor of the State concerned, the Allagash Wilderness Water
way, Maine; that segment of the Wolf River, Wisconsin, which flows through 
Langlade County; and that segment of the New· River in North Carolina extending 
from its confluence with Dog Creek downstreaM approximately 26.5 miles to the 
Virginia State line. Upon receipt of an application under clause (ii) of this 
subsection, the Secretary shall notify the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
and publish such application in the Federal Register. Each river designated 



under clause (ii) shall be administered by the State or political subdivision 
thereof without expense to the United States other than for admtnistratton 
and management of federally owned lands. For purposes of the preceding sen
tence, amounts made availaJ>l~ to any State or political subdtvtston under the 
Land and Water Conservatton~ifct of 1965 or any other provtsion of law shall 
not be treated as an expense to the United States. Nothing in this subsec
tion shall be construed to provide for the transfer to, or administration by, 
a State or local authority of any federally owned lands which are within the 
boundaries of any river included within the system under clause (ii). 

(b) A wtld, scenic or recreational river area eligible to be included 
in the system is a free-flowtng stream and the related adjacent land area 
that possesses one or more of the values referred to in section l, subsection 
(b) of this Act. Every wild. scenic or recreational river in its free-flow
ing conditton, or upon restoration to this condition, shall be considered 
eligtble for inclusion fn the national wild and scenic rivers system and, 
if included, shall be classified, designated, and administered as one of the 
following: 

(1) Wild river areas--Those rivers or sections of rivers that are 
free of impoundments and generally tnaccessible except by trail, with 
watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpolluted. 
These represent vestiges of primitive America. 

(2) Scenic river areas--Those rivers or sections of rivers that 
are free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely 
primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places 
by roads. 

(3) Recreational river areas--Those rivers or sections of rivers 
that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may ~ave some 
development along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some 
impoundment or diversion in the past. 

SEC. 3. (a) The following rivers and the land adjacent thereto are 
hereby designated as COlllJ)Onents of the national wild and scenic rivers sys
tem: 

(1) CLEARWATER, MIDDLE FORK, IDAHO.--The r1iddle Fork from the town of 
Kooskia upstream to the town of Lowell; the Lochsa River from its junction 
with the Selway at Lowell forming the Middle Forte, upstream to the Powell 
Ranger Station; and the Selway River from Lowell upstream to its origin; to 
be administered by the Secreta~J of Agriculture. 

(2) ELEVat POINT, MISSOURI.--The segment of the river extending down
stream from Thomasville to State Highway 142; to be administered by the Sec
retary of Agriculture. 

(3) FEATHER, CALIFORNIA.--The entire ~iddle Fork downstream from the 
confluence of its tributary streams one ktlaneter south of Beckwourth, Cali
fornia; to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. 
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(4) RIO GRANDE, NEW MEXICO.--The segment extending from the Colorado 
State line downstream to the State Highway 96 crossing, and the lower four 
mi1es of the Red River; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(5) ROGUE, OREGON.--The segment of the river extending from the mouth 
of the Applegate River downstream to the Lobster Creek Bridge; to be admin
istered by agencies of the Departments of the Interior or Agriculture as 
agreed upon by the Secretaries of said Departments or as directed by the 
President. 

(6) SAINT CROIX, MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN.--The segment between the dam 
near Taylors Falls, Minnesota, and the dam near Gordon, Wisconsin, and its 
tributary, the Namekagon, from Lake Namekagon downstream to its confluence 
with the Saint Croix; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior: 
Provided, That except as may be required in connection with items (a) and 
Tbrof this paragraph, no funds available to carry out the provisions of this 
Act may be expended for the acquisition or development of lands in connection 
with, or for administration under this Act of, that portion of the Saint Croix 
River between the dam near Taylors Falls, Minnesota, and the upstream end of 
Big Island in Wisconsin, until sixty days after the date on which the Secre
tary has transmitted to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives a proposed cooperative agreement between the Northern 
States Power Company and the United States (a) whereby the company agrees 
to convey to the United States, without charge, appropriate interests in 
certain of its lands between the dam near Tay1ors Falls, Minnesota, and the 
upstream end of Big Island in Wisconsin, including the company's right, title, 
and interest to approximately one hundred acres per mile, and (b} providing 
far the use and development of other lands and interests in land retained 
by the company between said points adjacent to the river in a manner which 
shall complement and not be inconsistent with the purposes for which the 
lands and interests in land donated by the company are administered under 
this Act. Said agreement may also include provision for State or local 
governmental participation as authorized under subsection (e) of section 10 
of this Act. A one-thousand-three-hundred-and eighty-acre portion of the 
area commonly known as the Velie Estate, located adjacent to the Saint Croix 
River in Couglas County, Wisconsin, as depicted on the map entitled "Boundary 
Map/Velie Estate--Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway", dated September 1980, 
and numbered 630-90,001, may be acquired by the Secretary without regard to 
any acreage limitation set forth in subsection (b) of this section or sub
section (a) or (b) of section 6 of this Act. 

(7} SALMON, MIDDLE FORK, IDAHO.-~From its origin to its confluence with 
the main Salmon River; to be administered by_the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(8) WOLF, WISCONSIN.--From the Langlade-Menominee County line down
stream to Keshena Falls; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior • 

. (.9) LOWER SAINT CROIX, MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN.--Th~ segment between 
the dam near Taylors Falls and its confluence with the Mississippi River: 
Provided, {i) That the uppe~ twenty-seven miles of th;s river segment sha11 
be administered by the Secretary of the Interior; and (ii) That the lower 
twenty-five miles shall be designated by the Secretary upon his approval of 
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an appl fcation for such designation- made by the r,overnors :yf the States v1 
Mtnnesota and Wfsconsin. 

{NOTE: The indented portion that follows was included in the 
legfslation adding t~e Lower Saint Croix River to the System 
(P.L. 92-560), but not as an amendment to P.L. 90-542.) 

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Interior shall, within one 
year following the date of enactment of this Act, take, with 
respect to the Lower Saint Croix River segment, such action as 
f3 provided for under section 3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act: Provided, That fa) the action required by such section 
shall be undertaken jointly by the Secretary and the appropriate 
agencies of the affected States; (b) the development plan re
quired by such section shall be construed to be a comprehensive 
master plan which shall tnclude, but not be limited to, a deter
mination of the lands, waters, and interests therein to be 
acquired, developed, and administered by the agencies or polit
ical subdivisions of the affected States; and (c) such develop
ment plan shall provide for State administration of the lower 
twenty-five miles of the Lower Saint Croix River segment and 
for continued administrat·fon by the States of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin of such State parks and fish hatcheries as now lie 
within the twenty-seven-mile segment to be administered by the 
Secretary of the Interior. · 

SEC. 4. Notwithstanding any provision of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act which 1 imits acquisitfon authority within a 
river segment to be administered by a Federal agency, the 
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin may acquire within the 
twenty-seven-mile seqment of the t.ower Saint Croix River seg
ment to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior such 
lands as may be proposed for their acquisition, development, 
operation, and maintenance pursuant to the development plan 
required by section 3 of this Act. 

SEC. 5. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to impair 
or otherwise affect such statutory authority as may be vested 
in the Secretary of the Det>artment 1 n which the Coast Guard is 
operating or the Secretary of the Army for the maintenance of 
navigation aids and navigation improvements. 

SEC. 6. (a) There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
Act, but not to exceed $7,275,000 for the acquisition and de
velopment of lands and interests therein within the boundaries 
of the twenty-seven-mile segment of the Lower Saint Croix River 
segment to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) No funds other~ise authorized to be appropriated by this 
section shall be expended by the Secretary of the Interior until 
he has detennined that the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin have 
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initiated such land acquisition and develorrnent as may be pro
posed pursuant to the development plan required by section 3 of 
this Act, and in no event shall the Secretary of the lntertor 
expend r.YJre than s2,sso,ooo of the funds author-tzed to be appro
priated by this section in the first fiscal year fo11owi-ng com~. 
p1etion of the development plan required by section 3 of th+s 
Act. The balance of funds authorized to be approprfated by this 
section shall be expended by the Secretary of the Interior at 
such times as he finds that the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
have made satisfactory progress in their implementation of the 
development plan required by section 3 of this Act. 

(10) Cr!ATIOOGA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA.--The seament 
from 0.8 mile below Cashiers Lake in North Carolina to Tugaloo Reservoir, 
and the West Fork Chattooga River from its junction with Chattooga upstream 
7.3 miles, as generally depicted on the boundary map entitled "Proposed Wild 
and Scenic Chattooga River and Corridor Boundary", dated August 1973; to be 
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture: Provided, That the Secretary 
of Agriculture shall take such action as is provided for under subsection 
(b) of this section within one year from the date of enactment of this para
graph (10): Provided further, That for the purposes of this river, there 
are authorized to be·appropriated not more than ~s,200,non for the acquisi
tion of lands and interests in lands and not more than $809,000 for develop
ment. 

(11) RAPID RIVER, IDAHO.--The segment from the headwaters of the main 
stern to the national forest boundary and the segment of the West Fork from 
the wilderness boundary downstream to the confluence with the main stem, as 
a wild river. 

(12) SNAKE, IDAHO ANO OREGON. --The segment from He 11 s Canyon Dam down
stream to Pittsburgh Landing, as a wild river; and the seament from Pittsbur9h 
Landing downstream to an eastward extension of the north boundary of section 
1, township 5 north, range 47 east, Willamette meridian, as a scenic river. 

(13) FLATHEAD, MOfffANA.--The North Fork from the Canadian border down
stream to its confluence with the Middle Fork; the Middle Fork from its head
waters to its confluence to the South Fork; and the South Fork from its origin 
to the Hungry Horse Reservoir, as generally depicted on the map entitled "Pro
posed Flathead Wild and Scenic River Boundary Location" dated February 1976; 
to be administered by agencies of the Departments of the Interior and Agri
culture as agreed upon by the Secretaries of such Departments or as directed 
by the President. Action required to be taken under subsection (b) of this 
section shall be taken within one year from the date of enactment of this 
paragraph. For the purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appro
priated not more than $6,719,000 for the acquisition of 1ands and interests 
in lands. No funds authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this paragraph 
shall be available prior to October 1, 1977. 

(14) MISSOURI, MONTANA. --The segment from Fort Benton one hundred and 
forty-nine mi1es downstream to Robinson Bridge, as generally depicted on the 
boundary map entitled "Missouri Breaks Freef1owing River Proposal", dated 
October 1975, to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. For the 
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purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appropriated not more tnan' 
Sl,800,~00 for the acquisition of lands and interests tn lands, No fun~~ 
authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this paragraph shall be avatlab1e 
prtor to October l, 1977. 

(~OTE: The indented portion that follows was included in the 
legislation adding the Missouri River to the System (P.L. 94-
486), but not as an amendment to P.L. 90-542.) 

SEC. 202. After consultation with the 5tate and local govern
ments and the interested public, the Secretary shall, pursuant to 
section 3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and within one year 
of enactment of thts Act--

( 1) establish detailed boundaries of the river segment 
designated as a component of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System pursuant to section l of this Act (hereinafter 
referred to as the "river area"): Provided, That the bound· 
aries of the por-tion of the river area from Fort Benton to 
Coal Banks Landing and the portion of the river area within 
the boundaries of the Charles ~. Russell National Wildlife 
Range shall be drawn to include only the river and its bed 
and exclude all adjacent land except significant historic 
sites and su~h cami>sites and access points as are deemed 
necessary by the Secretary. and to wh f ch the Secretary finds 
no reasonable alternative, as set forth in the management 
plan required pursuant to clause (2) of this section; and 

(2) detennine, in accordance with the guidelines in sec
tion 2(b) of· the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which of the 
three classes--wild. river, scenic river, or recreation river-
best fit portions of the river segment, designate such por
tions in such.classes, and prepare a management plan for the 
river area fn accordance with such designation. 

SEC. 203. (a) The Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter re
ferred to as the nsec:retary") shall manage the river area pursuant 
to the provisions of this Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, 
and fn accordance with the provisions of the Taylor Grazing Act 
(48 Stat. 1269), as amended (43 u.s.c. 3i5), under principles of 
111.1ltiple use and sustained yield, and with any other authorities 
available to him for-the management and conservation of natural 
resources and the protection and enhancement of ·the environment, 
where such Act, principles, and authorities are consistent with 
the puri>oses and provisions of this Act and the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act. 

(b)(l) The Secretary may acquire land and interests in land 
only in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act and the limitations contained in section 6 
of that Act and only: (A) at Fort Benton for the visitor facility 
as provided in subsection (9)(2) of this section; (B) at the site 
of Fort Mc~enzie; (C) in that portion of the river area downstream 
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from Fort Benton to Coal Banks Landing for historic sites, camp
sites, and access points in accordance with section 202(1) of 
th+s Act; and (D) in that portion of the river area downstream 
from Coal Banks Landing so as to provide, wherever practi'cable 
and necessary for the purposes of this Act and the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act, rim-to-rim protection for such portion. 

(2) In accordance with section 6(b) of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act, the Secretary shall not acquire fee title to any 
lands by condemnation under the authority of that Act or this 
Act, except that the Secretary may use condemnation when neces
sary and withfn the limitations on acquisition set forth in 
clause (l} of this subsection to clear title, acquire scenic 
easements, or acquire such other easements as are reasonably 
necessary to give the public access to the river segment within 
the river area and to permit its members to traverse the length 
of said river area or of selected portions thereof. 

(3) The Secretary shall, to the extent feasible, give pri
ority in expenditure of funds pursuant to this Act for the acqui
sition and development of campsites and historic sites, including 
the site of the visitor center at Fort Benton and the site of Fort 
McKenzte. 

(c) Consistent with the provisions of this Act and the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, the Secretary may issue easements, licenses, 
or permits for rights-of-way through, over, or under the lands 
in 'Federal ownership within the river area, or for the use of 
such lands on such terms and conditions as are in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and 
other applicable law. 

(d) The Secretary is authorized to permit the construction 
of a bridge across the river in the general vicinity of the com
munity of Winifred, Montana, in order to accomnodate the flow of 
north-south traffic. Such construction shall be in accordance 
with a plan which is 111.1tually acceptable to the Secretary and 
State· and local highway officials, and which is consistent with 
the purposes of this Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

(e) To the extent and in a manner consistent with the pur
poses of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act the Secretary shall oer
mit such pumping facilities and associated pipelines as may be 
necessary to assure the continuation of an adequate supply of 
water from the Missouri River to the owners of lands adjacent 
to the river and for future agricultural use outside the river 
corridor. The Secretary is authorized to permit such pumping 
facilities and associated pipelines for use for fish, wildlife, 
and recreational uses outside the river corridor. 

(f) The Secretary shall permit hunting and fishing in the 
river area in accordance with applicable Federal and State laws, 
except that he may designate zones where, and periods when, no 
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.hunting or fishing shall be peM111tted for reasons of public 
safety or administration. · -

(g)(l} The Secretary, acting through the Bureau of Land 
Management, shall exercise 1111na;ement responsibilit1es in the 
river area for: · · 

(A) the grazing of livestock; 

(B) the application of the United States mining and 
mineral leasing laws; 

(C) the management of fish and wildlife habitat; 

(D) the diversion and us1 of water for -~ricultural 
and domestic purpases; 

(E) the acquisition of lands and interesta tneretn; 

(F) the administration of public recreational uses 
of, and any historic sites and campsites in, the river 
aru; and 

(&) all other managemtnt responstb111ties except 
those set forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection. 

(Z) The Secretary • ..acting through the National Perk 
Se,-vice, shall be responsible for the construction, operation, 
and management of any v1 sitoY- fac:il ity 1 n or near Fort Benton 
whi-ch ts found necessary in acca!'dance w1tn the management 
plan developed pursuant to section 202 and the provision, at 
such facility, of interpretive services for the historic, 
archeolog1cal, scenic, natural, and fish and wildlife 
resources of the area. 

( 15) OBED, TENNESSEE.·· Th• segment from the western edge of the Catoosa 
Wildlife Management Area to the confluence with the Emory R1veY-; Clear Creek 
from the Morgan County line to the confluence w1th the Obed River. Oaddys 
Creek from the Morgan County lfne to the confluence with the Obed River; and 
the Emory River from the c:onf1uenc1 with the Obed River to the Nemo bridge 
as generally depicted and classified on the stream class1f1cat1on map dated 
Cecembe,- 1973. The SecretaY-y of the Inter-for shall take such action, with 
the participation of the State of Tennessee as is provided for unde,- subsec
tion (b) within one year following the date of enactment of this paragraph. 
The development plan 1"9qu1red by such subsection (b) shall include cooperative 
agreements between the State of Tennessee acting through the Wildlife Resources 
Agency and the Secretary of the Interior. Lands within the Wild and Scenic 
Rive,- boundaries that are currently part of the Catoosa Wildlife Management 
Area shall continue to be owned and managed by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources. 
Agency in such a way as to protect the wi 1 dl i fe resources and prim1 t1ve char· 
acter of the area, and without further development of roads, campsites, or 
assoc:1ated recreational facil it1es unless deemed necessar"J by that ag.enc:y for 
wildlife management practices. The Obed W11d and Scenic River sha11 be managed 
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by the Secretary of the Interior. For the purposes of carrying out the pro
visions of this Act with respect to this river, there are authorized to be 
appropriated such sums as may be necessary, but not to exceed $2,000,000 for 
the acquisttion of lands or interests in lands and not to exceed S400,000 
for development. No funds authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be available prior to October 1, 1977. 

(16) PERE MARQUETTE, M!CHIGAN.--The segment downstream from the junction 
of the Middle and Little South Branches to its junction with United States 
Highway 31 as generally depicted on the boundary map entitled "Proposed Bound
ary Location, Pere Marquette Wild and Scenic River·,"; to be administered by 
the Secretary of Agriculture. After consultation with State and local govern
ments and the interested public, the Secretary shall take such action as is 
provided for under subsection (b) with respect to the segment referred to in 
this paragraph within one year from the date of enactment of this paragraph. 
Any development or management plan prepared pursuant to subsection (b) shall 
include (a) provisions for the disseminatton of infonnation to river users 
and (b) such regulations relating to the recreational and other uses of the 
river as may be necessary in order to protect the area comprising such river 
(including lands contiguous or adjacent thereto) from damage or destruction 
by reason of overuse and to protect its scenic, historic, esthetic and scien
tific values. Such regulations shall further contain procedures and means 
which shall be utilized in the enforcement of such development and management 
plan. For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act with re
spect to the river designated by this paragraph, there are authorized to be 
appropriated not more than $8,125,000 for the acquisition of lands or interests 
in lands and $402,000 for development. 

(17) RIO GRANDE, TEXAS.--The segment on the United States side of the 
river from river mile 842.3 above Mariscal Canyon downstream to river mile 
651.1 at the Terrell-Val Verde County line; to be administered by the Secre
tary of the Interior. The Secretary shall, within two years after the date 
of enactment of this paragraph, take such action with respect to the segment 
referred to in this paragraph as is provided for under subsection (b). The 
action required by such subsection (b) shall be undertaken by the Secretary, 
after consultation with the United States Commissioner, International Boundary 
and Water Canmission, United States and Mexico, and appropriate officials of 
the State of Texas and its political subdivisions. The development plan re
quired by subsection (b) shall be construed to be a general management plan 
only for the United States side of the river and such plan shall include, 
but not be limited to, the establishment of a detailed boundary which shall 
include an average of not more than 160 acres per mile. Nothing in this Act 
shall be construed to be in conflict with--

(A) The commitments or agreements of the United States made by or 
in pursuance of the treaty between the United States and Mexico regarding 
the utilization of the Colorado and Tijuana Rivers and of the Rio Grande, 
signed at Washington, February 1944 (59 Stat. 1219), or 

(8) the treaty between the United States and Mexico regarding main
tenance of the Rio Grande and Colorado River as the international boundary 
between the United States and Mexico, signed November 23, 1970. 
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For purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act wi·:·~~: r'ri.:;,;;e~t to · ... 
river designated by this paragraph, there are authorized to be appropr.i~t~~ 
such S'-"15 as may be necessary, but not more than Sl,650,000 for the acquisi
tion of lands and interests fn lands and not more than Sl,SOl),000 for develop
ment. 

(18) St<AGIT, WASHIMGTON.--The segment from the "iceline crossing at Sedro
Woolley upstream to and including the 111)uth of Sacon :reek; the Cascade River 
from its mouth to the junction of its North and· South Forks; the South Fork to 
the boundary of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area; the Suiattle River from its 
mouth to the boundary of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area at Milk Creek; the 
Sauk River from its 111Juth to its junction with Elliott Creek; the North Fork 
of the Sauk River from its junction with the South Fork of the Sauk to the 
boundary of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area; as generally depicted on the 
boundary map entitled "Skagit River--River Area Boundary"; all segments to be 
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. Riprapping related to natural 
channels wit~ natural rock along the shorelines of the Skagtt segment to pre
serve and protect agricultural land shall not be considered inconsistent with 
the values for whtch such segment is designated. After consultation with 
affected Federal agencies. State and local government and the interested pub-
1 ic. the Secretary shall take such action as is provided for under subsection 
(b) with respect to the segments- refeM"ed to in this paragraph within one year 
from the date of enactment of this paragraph; as part of such action, the Secre
tary of Agriculture shall investigate that portion of the Morth Fork of the 
Cascade River from its confluence with the South Fork to the boundary of the 
North Cascades National Park and if such portion is found to qualify for inclu
sion, it shall be treated as a component of the !~ild and Scenic Rivers System 
designated under this section upon publication by the Secretary of notification 
to· that effect in the Federal Register. For the purposes of caM"ying out the 
provisions of this Act with respect to the river designated by this paragraph 
there are authorized to be ap~ropriated not !Tllre than ~11,734,l'JOO for the acqui
sition of lands or interest in lands and not more than $332,000 for development. 

{19) UPPER DELAWARE RIVER, NEW YORK ANO PENNSYLVAN!A.--The segment of the 
Upper Delaware River from the confluence of the East and West branches below 
Hancock, New York, to the existing railroad bridge ir1111ediately downstream of 
Cherry Island in the vicinity of Sparrow Bush, New York, as depicted on the 
boundary map entitled "The Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River", 
dated A~ril 1978; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. Sub· 
section (b) of this section shall not apply, and the boundaries and classi
fications of the l"'fver shall be as specified on the map referred to in the 
preceding sentence, except to the extent that such boundaries or classifica
tions are modified pursuant to section·7o4(c) of the National Parks and Rec· 
reation Act of 1978. Such boundaries and classifications shall be published 
in the Federal Register and shall not become effective until ninety days after 
they have been forwarded to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of 
the United States House of Representatives and the Conmittee on Energy and 
Natural Resources of the United States Senate. For pur?oses of carrying out 
the provisions of this Act with respect to the river designated by this para
graph there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary. 
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(NOTE: The indented portion that follows was included in the 
1egis1ation adding the Upper Delaware River to the System 
(P.L. 95-625), but not as an amendment to P.L. 90-542.) 

(b)(l) Notwithstanding any requirement to the contrary 
contained in section 6(c) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, 
within one hundred and eighty days after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register 
general guidelines for land and water use control measures to 
be developed and implemented by the appropriate officials of 
the States of New York and Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred 
to as the "directly affected States"), by the local political 
subdivisions, and by the Delaware River Basin Commission (here
inafter referred to as the 11 Conmission 11

). The Secretary sha11 
provide for participation in the development of the said general 
guidelines by all levels of State, county, and local government, 
and concerned private individuals and organizations, and also 
shall seek the advice of the Upper Delaware Citizens Advisory 
Council established in subsection (f) {hereinafter referred to 
as the "Advisory Council"). In each of the directly affected 
States, prior to publication of such general guidelines, public 
hearings shall be conducted by the Secretary or his designee, 
in the region of the Upper Delaware River designated by subsec
tion (a) (hereinafter- in this section referred to as the "Upper 
Delaware River"). 

(2) The Secretary may from time to time adopt amended or 
revised guidelines and shall do so in accordance with the pro-
visions of paragraph (1) hereof. · 

(c)(l) Within three years from the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary, in cooperation with the Commission, 
the Advisory Council, the directly affected States and their 
concerned political subdivisions and other concerned Federal 
agencies, shall develop, approve, and submit to the Governors 
of the directly affected States a management plan (hereinafter 
in this sect1 on referred to as the "management pl an" or "the 
plan") for the Upper Delaware River which shall provide for as 
broad a range of land and water uses and scenic and recreational 
activities as shall be compatible with the provisions of this 
section, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and the general guide-
1 ines for land and water use controls promulgated by the Secre
tary under the provisions of subsection (b). 

(2) The plan shall apply to the Upper Delaware River and 
shall set forth--

(A) a map showing detailed final landward boundaries, 
and upper and lower termini of the area and the specific 
segments of the river classified as scenic and recreational, 
to be administered in accordance with such classifications; 
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(B) a program for management of existing and future 
land and water use, ;ncluding the application of avafl
ab 1 e management techniques;. 

(C) an analysis of the economic and environmental 
costs and benefits of implementing the management plan 
tncluding any impact of the plan upon revenues anq costs 
of local government; 

(D) a program providing for coordinated implementation 
and administration of the plan with proposed assignment of 
responsibilities to the appropriate governmental unit at 
the Federal, regional, State, and local levels; and 

(E) such other reconmendations or provisions as shall 
be deemed appropriate to carry out the pur;:ioses of this 
sec.ti on. 

(3) Imnediately following enactment of this Act, the Secre
tary, through the Nationa 1 Park Servi c:e or such other desi gnee, 
shall develop and implement ·such interim proqrams as he shall 
deem necessary and appropriate to protect the Upper Delaware 
River and its environs and to protect the public health and 
safetye Such interim programs shall include provisions for in
formation to river users, education and interpretation f.Ctivities, 
and regulation of recreational use of the river. 

(4) To enable the directly affected States and their politi
cal subdivisions to develop and implement programs compatible 
with the management plan, the Secretary shall provide such tech• 
nical assistance to the said States and the;r political subdi
visions as he deems appropriate. 

( 5) The Secr-etary shal 1 promote public awareness of and 
participation in the development of the management plan, and 
shall develop and conduct a concerted program to this end. 
Prior to final ·approval of the management plan, the Secretary 
shall hold two or more public hearings in the Upper Delaware 
River reg'f.on of each directly affectld State. 

(6) Upon approval of the rnana~ement plan by the Secretary, 
it shall be published in the Federal Register and shall not be
come effective until ninety days after it shall have been for
warded to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
United States House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate. The 
plan shall be administered by the Secretary in accordance with 
the provisions of this section and the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act •. The Secretary is hereby granted such authorit'; as may be 
required to implement and administer said plan. 

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act, the Secretary may not acquire more than a total of 
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-
four hundred and fifty acres of land and interests in land 
for access, development sites, the preservation of scenic 
qualities, or for any other purposes: Provtded, That the 
Secretary may acquire additional land and tnterests in land 
for such purposes not in excess of one thousand acres if 
such addtti'onal acquisition is recommended and provi·ded for 
in the management plan as finally approved by the Secretary. 
The limitations contained in this section shall not apply 
under the circumstances set forth tn subsection (e)(4) of 
this section. Prior to acquisition of any land or interests 
in land which has been used for business purposes during the 
annual period immediately preceding the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall first make such efforts as 
he deems reasonable to acquire easements or restrictive cov
enants, or to enter into any other appropriate agreements or 
arrangements with the owners of said land, consistent with 
the purposes of this section. 

(e)(l) For the purpose of protecting the integrity of 
the Upper Delaware River, the Secretary shall review all 
relevant local plans, laws, and ordinances to determine 
whether they substantially confonn to the approved manage
ment plan provided for in subsection (c) and to the general 
guidelines promulgated by the Secretary pursuant to subsec
tion (b). Additionally, the Secretary shall determine the 
adequacy of enforcement of such plans, laws, and ordinances, 
including but not limited to review of building permits and 
zoning variances granted by local governments, and amendments 
to local laws and ordinances. 

(2) The purpose of such reviews shall be to determine 
the degree to which actions by local governments are compat
ible with the purposes of this section. Following the 
approval of the management plan and after a reasonable 
period of time has elapsed, but not less than two years, 
upon a finding by the Secretary that such plans, laws, and 
ordinances are nonexistent, are otherwise not in conformance 
with the management plan or guidelines, or are not being 
enforced in such manner as will carry out the purposes of 
this section (as determined by the Secretary), the Secretary 
may exercise the authority available to him under the pro
visions of paragraph (4) hereof. · 

(3) To facilitate administration·of this section, the 
Secretary may contract with the directly affected States or 
their political subdivisions to provide, on behalf of the 
Secretary, professional services necessary for the review 
of relevant local plans, laws, and ordinances, and of amend
ments thereto and variances therefrom, and for the monitoring 
of the enforcement thereof by local governments having juris
diction over any area in the region to which the management 
plan applies. The Secretary shall notify the appro~riate 
State or local officials as to the results of his review under 
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this section within forty-five days from the date he receives 
notice of the local government action. · 

(4) In those sections of the Upper Delaware River where 
such local plans, laws, and ordinances, or amendments ther.eto 
or vartances therefrom, are found by the Secretary not to be 
in confonnance with the guidelines or ·the mana9ement plan 
promulgated pursuant to subsections {b) and (c)" of this section, 
respectively, or are not being enforced in such manner as will 
carry out the purposes of this section (as determined by the 
Secretary), the Secretary is hereby authorized to acquire land 
or interests in land fn excess of the acreage provided for in 
subsection {d) of this section. Land and interests in land 
acqutred pursuant to this subsection shall be restricted to 
the geographical area of the local governmental unit failing 
to conform wi th the sa i'd guide 11 nes or management p 1 an , and 
shall be limited to those lands clearly and directly required, 
in the jud~nt of the Secretal"'Y, for protection of the ob.f ac
tives of this Act. The total acreage of land and f"terests fn · 
land acquired pursuant to this subsection shall not in any 
event exceed the limitations contained in section 6(a) of the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. · This subsection shall apply not
withstanding the first sentence of section 6(c) of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act. Notwithstanding any limitati~n on 
amounts authorized to be appropriated for acquisition of land 
and interests in land which is contained in section 3(a)(21) 
of the Wild and Scenic.Rivers Act or in any other provision 
of law, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out this substction. 

(f)(l) At the earliest practicable date following enact
ment of this Act, but no later than one hundred and twenty days 
thereafter, there shall be established an Upper Delaware Citizens 
Advisory Council. The Advisory Council shall encourage maximum 
public involvement in the development and implementation of the 
plans and programs authorized by this section. It shall report 
to the Cannrf ssion and th• Secretary from time to time during 
preparation of the manag .. nt plan. Following completion of the 
management plan, it shall report to th• Secretary and the Gover
nors of the directly affected States no less frequently than 
once each year its recommendations, if any, for improvement in 
the programs authorized by thfs Ac.t, or in the programs of other 
agencies which may relate to land or water use in the Upper 
Delaware River region. 

(2) Membership on the Advisory Council shall consist of 
seventeen members appointed as follows: there shall be--

(A) six members from each of the directly affected 
States appointed by the Secretary from nominations sub
mitted by the 1e<Jis1 a tures of the respective counties and 
appointed such that two members shall be from each of 
Orange, Delaware, and Sullivan Counties, New York, and 
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three members shall be from each of Wayne and Pike 
Counties, Pennsylvania (at least one appointee from 
each county shall be a pennanent resident of a munici
pality abutting the Upper Delaware River); 

(B) two members appointed at large by each Governor 
of a directly affected State; and 

(C) one member appointed by the Secretary. 

The Secretary shall designate one of the aforesaid members to 
serve as Chairperson of the Advisory Council who shall be a 
permanent resident of one of the aforementioned counties. 
Vacancies on the Advisory Council shall be filled in the same 
manner in which the original appointment was made. Members 
of the Advisory Council shall serve without compensation as 
such, but the Secretary is authorized to pay expenses reason
ably tncurred by the Advisory Council in carrying out its 
responsibilities under this Act on vouchers signed by the 
Chainnan. 

(g) With respect to the land and water in areas which are 
not owned by the United States but which are within the bound
aries of the segment of the Delaware River designated as.a wild 
and scenic river under subsection (a), the Secretary is author
ized to enter into contracts with the appropriate State or 
political subdivisions thereof pursuant to which the Secretary 
may provide financial assistance to such State or political sub
division for purposes of--

(1) enforcing State and local laws in such areas, and 

(2) ref'll)ving solid waste from such areas and disposing 
of such waste. 

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed as limiting 
the right to fish and hunt on any of the lands or waters within 
the boundaries of the Upper Delaware River in the manner provided 
in section 13 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

(i) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out the purposes of this section such sums as may be necessary. 

(j) Where any provision of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
is inconsistent with any provisions of this section, the pro
vision of this section shall govern. In applying the provisions 
of section 6(g)(3) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, with regard 
to "improved property", the date specified therein, shall, for 
purposes of the river designated in this Act, be the date of enact
ment of this Act (rather than January 1, 1967). 

(20) DELAWARE, NEW YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, AMO NEW JERSEY.--The segment from 
the point where the river crosses the northern boundary of the Delaware Water 
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Gap National Recreation Area to the point where the river crosses the southern 
boundary of such recreation area; to be administered by the Secretary of the 
Inter-tor. For purposes of carrijing out this Act with respect to the river 
designatefj by this paragraph, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums 
as may be necessary. Action required to be taken under subsect1on (b) of this 
sectton wtth respect to such segment shall be taken within one year from the 
date of enactment of thrs paragraph, except that, with respect to such segment, 
in lieu of the boundartes provided for in such subsection ( b )", the boundaries 
shai1 be the banks of the river. Any visitors facilities established for pur
poses of use and enjoyment of the rtver under the authority of the Act estab-
1 ishing the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area shall be compatible 
with the purposes of this Act and shall be located at an appropriate distance 
from the river. 

(21) AMERICAN, CALIFORNIA.--The r~orth Fork from a point 0.3 mile above 
Heath Springs downstream to a point approximately 1,000 feet upstream of the 
Colfax-Iowa Hill Bridge, including the Gold Run Addttion Area, as generally 
depicted on the map entitled "Proposed Boundary Maps" contained in Appendix I 
of the document dated January 1978 and entitled MA Proposal: North Fork 
American Wild and Scenic River• published by the United States Forest Service. 
Department of Agriculture; to be designated as a wild river ano to be adminis
tered by agencies of the De~artments of Interior and Agriculture as agreed 
upon by the Secretaries of such Departments or as directed by the President. 
Action required to be taken· under subsection (b) shall be taken within one 
year after the date of the enactment of this paragraph; in applying such sub
section (b) in the case of the Gold Run Addition Area, the acreage limitation 
specified therein shall not apply and in applying section 6(g){3), January l 
of the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which this paragraph is 
enacted shall be substituted far January 1, 1967. For puJ'1loses of carrying 
out the provisions of this Act with respect to the river designated by this 
paragraph, there are authorized to be appM>priated not more than S85~,000 
for the acquisition of lands and interests in land and not more than ~765,ono 
for development. 

{22) MISSOURI RIVER, NEBRASKA, SOUTH OAKOTA.--The segment from ~avins 
Point Dam, South Dakota, fifty-nine miles downstream to Ponca State Park, 
Nebraska, as genera 11 y depi !=ted in the document en tit 1 ed "Review Report for 
Water Resources Development, South Dakota, Nebraska, North Dakota, P~ontana", 
prepared by the Division Engineer, Missouri River Division, Corps of Engineers, 
dated August l9n -(hereinafter in this paragraph referred to as the "August 
1977 Report"). Such segment shall be administered as a recreational river 
by the Secretary. The Secretary shall enter into a written cooperative agree
ment with the Secreta~J of the Army (acting through the Chief of Engineers) 
for construction and maintenance of bank stabilization work and appropriate 
re<:reationa1 development. After public· notice and consultation with the State 
and local governments, other interested organizations and associations, and 
the interested public. the Secretary shall take such action as is required 
pursuant to subsection (b) within one year from the date of enactment of this 
section. In administering such river, the Secretary shall, to the extent, 
and in a manner, consistent with this section--

(A) provide (i) for the construction by the United States of such 
recreation river features and streambank stabilization structures as the 
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Secretary of the Anny (acting through the Chief of Engineers) deems 
necessary and advisable tn connection with the segrqent designated by 
this paragraph, and (ii) for the operation and maintenance of all 
streambank stabilization structures constructed in connectton wtth 
such segment (including both structures constructed before the date 
of enactment of this paragraph and structures constructed after such 
date, and inc1uding both structures constructed under the authority 
of thts section and structures constructed under the authority of any 
other Act} ; and 

(b) permit access for such pumping and associated pipelines as 
may be necessary to assure an adequate supply of water for owners of 
land adjacent to such segment and for fish, wildlife, and recreational 
uses outside the river corridor established pursuant to this paragraph. 

The streambank structures to be constructed and maintained under subparagraph 
(A) sha11 include, but not be limited to, structures at such sites as are 
specified with respect to such segment on pages 62 and 63 of the August 1977 
Report, except that sites for such structures may be relocated to the extent 
deemed necessary by the Secretary of the Anny (acting through the Chief of 
Engineers) by reason of physical changes in the river or river area. The 
Secretary of the Anny {acting through the Chief of Engineers) shall condition 
the construction or maintenance of any streambank stabilization structure or 
of any recreational river feature at any site under subparagraph (A)(i) upon 
the availability to the United States of such land and interests in land in 
such ownership as he deems necessary to carry out such construction or main
tenance and to protect and enhance the river in accordance with the purposes 
of this Act. Administration of the river segment designated by this paragraph 
shall be in coordination with, and pursuant to the advice of a Recreational 
River Advisory Group which shall be established by the Secretary. Such Group 
may include in its membership, representatives of the affected States and 
political subdivisions thereof, affected Federal agencies, and such organized 
private groups as the Secretary deems desirable. Notwithstanding the authority 
to the contrary contained in subsection 6(a) of this Act, no land or interests 
in land may be acquired without the consent of the owner: Provided, That not 
to exceed 5 per centum of the acreage within the designated river boundaries 
may be acquired in less than fee title without the consent of the owner, in 
such instance of the Secretary's determination that activities are occurring, 
or threatening to occur thereon which constitute serious damage or threat to 
the integrity of the river corridor, in accordance with the values for which 
this river was designated. For purposes of carrying out the provisions of 
this Act with respect to the river designated by this paragraph, there are 
authorized to be appropriated not to exceed 521,000,000, for acquisition of 
lands and interests in lands and for development. 

(23) SAINT JOE, IDAHO.--The segment above the confluence of the North 
Fork of the Sa.int Joe River to Spruce Tree Campground, as a recreational river; 
the segment above Spruce Tree Campground to Saint Joe Lake, as a wild river, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled "Saint Joe River Corridor Map" on 
file with the Chief of the Forest Service and dated September 1978; to be 
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. Notwithstanding any other pro
vision of law, the classification of the Saint Joe River under this paragraph 
and the subsequent development p1an for the river prepared by the Secretary 

-17-



of Agriculture shall at no time interfere with or restrict the matntenance, 
use, or access to extsting or future roads within the adjace~t lands nor 
interefere with or restrict present use of or future constructton of bridges 
across that portion of the Saint Joe desfgnated as a •recreattonal river' 
under thts paragraph. Dredge or placer mining shall be prohibited within 
the banks or beds of the main stem of the Saint Joe and tts tributary streams 
in thetr entirety above the confluence of the main stem with the North Fork 
of the river. Nothtng in this Act shall be deemed to prohibit the removal 
of sand and gravel above the high water mark of the Saint Joe River and its 
tributaries within the river corridor by or under the authority of any public 
body or tts agents for the purposes of construction or maintenance of roads. 
The Secretary shall take such action as is required under subsection (b} of 
t.~is section within one year from the date of enactment of this paragraph. 
For the purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appropriatad not 
more than Sl,~00,000 for the acquisition of lands or interest in lands. 

( 24) (A) SALMON, IDAffO. --The segment of the ma f n river from the mouth 
of the r~orth Fork of the Salmon River downstream to Long Tom Bar in the fol
lowing classes: 

(i) the forty-six-mile segment from the mouth of the North Fork 
of the Salm:>n River to Corn.Creek as a recreational river; and 

(ii) the seventy-nine-mile segment from Corn Creek to Long Tom Bar 
as a wild river; all as generally depicted on a map entitled nsalmon 
River" dated November 1979, which is on file and available for public 
inspection in the Office of the Chief, Forest Service, United States 
O~artment of Agriculture. 

(B) This s~ent shall be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture: 
Provided, That after consultation with State and local goverYVnents and the 
interested public, the Secretary shall take such action as is required by sub
section (b) of this section within one year from the data of enactment of this 
paragraph. 

(C) The use of motorboats (including motorized jetboats) within this seg
ment of the Salmon River shall be permitted to continue at a level not less 
than the level of use which occurred during calendar year 1978. 

(D) Subject to existing rights of the State of Idaho, including the right 
of access, with respect to the beds of navigable streams, tributaries or rive~, 
dredge and placer mining in any form including any use of machinery for the re
moval of sand and gravel for mining puri:>oses shall be prohibited within the seg
ment of the Salmon River designated as a component of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System by this paragraph; within the fifty-three-mile segment of the Salmon Rive~ 
from Hammer Creek downstream to the confluence of the Snake River; and within 
the Middle Fork of the Salmon River; and its tributary streams in their entirety: 
Provided, That noth1ng·tft this paraqraoh shall be deemed to prohtbit the removal 
of sand and gravel, outside the boundaries of the River of ~!o Return Wilderness 
or the Gospel-Hump Wilderness, above the high water mark of the Salmon River or · 
the Middle Fork and its tributaries for the puri:>oses of construction or ma'f nten
ance of public roads: Provided further, That this paragraph s~all not apply to 
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any written mineral leases approved by the Board of Land Commis$toners of the 
State of Idaho prior to January 1, 1980. 

(El The provisions of section 7(a) of this Act with res-pect to the ltcens
; ng of dams, water conduits, reservoirs, powerhouses, tras·mi s-s ton 1 tnes or other 
project works, shall apply to the fifty-three-mile segment of the Salmon River 
from Hammer Creek downstream to the confluence of the Snake River. 

(F) For the purposes of the segment of the Salmon River designated as a 
component of the Wild and Scenic Rivers System by this paragraph, there is hereby 
authorized to be appropriated from the Land and Water Conservation Fund, after 
October 1, 1980, not more than S6,200,000 for the acquisttton of lands and inter
ests in 1 ands. 

(25) ALAGNAK, ALASKA.--That segment of the main stem and the major tributary 
to the.Alagnak, the Nonvianuk River, within Katmai National Preserve; to be 
administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(26). ALATNA, ALASKA.--The main stem within the Gates of the Arctic National 
Park; to be admintstered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(27) ANIAKCHAK, ALASKA.--That portion of the river, including its major 
tributaries, Hidden Creek, Mystery Creek, Albert Johnson Creek, and North Fork 
Aniakchak River, within the Aniakchak National Monument and Nati·onal Preserve; 
to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(28) CHARLEY, ALASKA.--The entire river, including its major tributaries, 
Copper Creek, Bonanza Creek, Hosford Creek, Derwent Creek, Flat-Orthmer Creek, 
Crescent Creek, and Moraine Creek, within the Yukon-Charley Rivers National 
Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(29) CHILIKAOROTNA, ALASKA.--That portion of the river within the Lake 
C1ark National Park and Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(30) JOHN, ALASKA.--That portion of the river within the Gates of the 
Arctic National Park; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(31) KOBUK, ALASKA.--That portion within the Gates of the Arctic National 
Park and Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

{32) MULCHATNA, ALASKA.--That portion within the Lake Clark National Park 
and Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(33) NOATAK, ALASKA.--The river from its source in the Gates of the Arctic 
National Park to its confluence with the Kelly River in the Noatak National 
Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(34) NORTH FORK OF THE KOYUKUK, ALASKA.--That portion within the Gates of 
the Arctic National Park; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

( 35) SALMON, ALASKA. --That portion within the Kobuk Va 11 ey Na ti ona l Park; 
to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 
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(36) TINAYGUK, ALASKA.--That pcrtion within the Gates of the Aretic 
National Park; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(37) TLIKAKILA, AlASKA.--That portion within the Lake Clark National Park; 
to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(38) ANOREAFSKY, ALASKA.--That portion from its source, including all head· 
waters, and the East Fork, within the boundary of the Yukon Delta National Wild
life Refuge; to be administeNtd by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(39) IVISHAK, AlASKA.--That portion from its source. including all head
waters and an unnamed tributary from Porcupine Lake within the boundary of the 
Arctic National Wildlife Range; to be administered by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(40) NOWITNA, ALAKSA.--That portion from the paint where the river crosses 
the west limit of township 18 south, range 22 east, Kateel River meridian, to 
its confluence with the Yukon River within the boundaries of the Nowitna National 
Wildlife Refuge; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

{41) SEL.AWIK, ALASKA.-That portion from a fork of the headwaters in town
ship 12 north, range 10 east, Kateel River meridian to the confluence of the 
Kugarak River; within the Selawik National Wildlife Rufuge to be administered 
by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(42) SHEENJEK, ALASKA.--The segment within the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge; to be administered by the SecNttary of the Interior. 

(43) WINO, ALASKA.--That po"rtion trom its source, including all headwaters 
and one unnamed tributary 1n township 13 south, within the boundaries of the 
Arctic National ~ildlife Refuge; ta be administer9d by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(44) Al.AGNAK, ALASJCA.--Those segments or portions of the main stem and 
Nonvianuk tributary lying outside and westward of the Katmai National Park/Pre
serve and r"'Jnning to the west boundary of township 13 south, range 43 west; to 
be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(45) BEAVER CRE£K, ALASKA.--The segment of the main stem from the vicinity 
of the conn uence of the Bear and Champion Creeks downstream to its exit from 
the northeast corner of township 12 north, range 6 east, Fairbanks meridian 
within the White J'tt.Juntains National Recreation Area, and the Yukon F1ats National 
Wildlife Refuge, to be administered by the Secretary of the InteriQr. 

(46) SIROf CRE£K, ALASKA.--The segment of the main stem from the south side 
of Steese Highway.in township 7 north, range 10 east, Fairbanks meridian, down
stream to the south side of the Steese Highway in township 10 north, range 16 
east; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

{47} DELTA, ALASKA.--The segment from and including all of the Tangle Lakes 
to a point one-half mile north of Slack Rapids; to be administered by the Secre
tary of the Interior. 
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(48) FQRTYMILE, ALASKA.--The-main stem within the State of Alaska; O'Brien 
Creek; South Fork; Napoleon Creek, Franklin Creek, Uhler Creek, Walker Fork 
downstream from the· confluence of Liberty Creek; Wade Creek; Mosquito Fork 
downstream from the vtcinity of Kechums.tuk; West Fork Dennison Fork downstream 
from the confluence of Logging Cabin Creek; Dennison Fork downstream from the 
confluence of W~st Fork Dennison Fork; Logging Cabin Creek; North Fork; Hutchi
son Creek; Champion Creek; the Middle Fork downstream from the confluence of 
Joseph Creek; and Joseph Creek; to be administered by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(49) GULKANA, ALASKA.--The main stem from the outlet of Paxson Lake in 
township 12 north, range 2 west, Copper River meridian to the confluence with 
Sourdough Creek; the south branch of the west fork from the outlet of an un
named lake in sections 10 aod 15, township 10 north, range 7 west, Copper 
River meridian to the confluence with the west fork; the north branch from 
the outlet of two unnamed lakes, one in sections 24 and 25, the second in 
sections 9 and 10, township 11 north, range 8 west, Copper River meridian 
to the confluence with the west fork;_ the west fork from its confluence with 
the north and south branches downstream to its confluence with the main stem; 
the middle fork from the outlet of Dickey Lake in township 13 north, range 5 
west, Copper River meridian to the confluence with the main stem; to be clas
sified as a wild river area and to be· administered by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(SO) UNALAKLEET, ALASKA.--The segment of the main stem from the headwaters 
in township 12 south, range 3 west, Kateel River meridian extending downstream 
approximately 65 miles to the western boundary of township 18 south, range 8 
west; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) The agency charged with the administration of each component of the 
national wild and scenic rivers system designated by subsection (a) of this sec
tion shall, within one year from the date of this Act, (except where a different 
date is provided in subsection (a)) establish detailed boundaries therefor 
(which boundaries shall include an average of not more than three hundred and 
twenty acres per mile on both sides of the river); detennine which of the 
classes outlined in section 2, subsection (b), of this Act best fit the river 
or its various segments; and prepare a plan for necessary developments in 
connection with its administration in accordance with such classification. 
Said boundaries, classification, and development plans shall be published 
in the Federal Register and shall not become effective until ninety days after 
they have been forwarded to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 4.(a) The Secretary of the Interior or, where national forest lands 
are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture or, in appropriate cases, the two 
Secretaries jointly shall .study and submit to the President reports on the 
suitability or nonsuitability for addition to the national wild and scenic 
rivers system of rivers which are designated herein or hereafter by the Con
gress as potential additions to such system. The President shall report to 
the Congress his ·recommendations and proposals with respect to the designa
tion of each such river or section thereof under this Act. Such studies shall 
be completed and such reports shall be made to the Congress with respect to 
all rivers named in subparagraphs S(a)(l) through (27) of this Act no later 
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than October 2, 1978~ Iri conducting these studies the Se;:.'; .:..,·i ol the 
Inter~or and the Secretary of Agriculture shall give priority to those rivers 
(i) with respect to whtch ther~ is the greatest likelihood of developments 
which, if undertaken, would render the rivers unsuitable for inclusion in 
the nattonal wfld and scenic rivers system, and (ii) which possess the great
est proportion-of private 1ands within their areas. Every such study and 
Plan shall be coordinated with any water resources planning involving. the 
same rtver whtch f s being cor1dt.~ted pursuant to the Water Resources Planning 
Act ( 79 Stat .. 244; 42 U.S .. C:. 19t52 et seq.). 

Each report, tnclud"hig maps and illustrations, shall show among other 
things the area included within the report; the characterfstics wh+ch do or 
do not make the area a worthy addition to the system.; the current status of 
land ownership and use in the area; the reasonably foreseeable potefttial uses 
of the land and water which wouid be enhanced,. foreclosed, or curtailed if 
the area were included in the national wild and scenic rivers system; the 
Federal agency (which in the case of a river which is wholly or substantially 
within a national forest, shall be the Department of Agriculture) by which 
it is proposed the ar.ea, should it be added to the system, be administered; 
the extent to which it fs proposed that such administration, including the 
costs thereof, be shared by State and 1oca 1 agencies;. and the estimated cost 
to the United S·tates of acquiring necessary lands and interests in land and 
of administering the area~ should it be added to the system. Each such re
port shall be ~rinted as a Senate or House document. 

(b) Before submitting any such report to the President and the Congress, 
copies of the proposed report shall, unless it was prepared jointly by the 
Secretary of the Irrter'for and the Secretary of Aariculture, be submitted by 
the Secretary of the Interior to the Secretary of Agriculture or by the Secre
tary of Agriculture to the Secretary of the Interior, as the case may be, and 
to the Secretary of the Army·, the Chairman of the Federal Power Commission, 
the head of any other affected Federal department or agency and, unless the 
lands proposed to be included in the area are already owned by the United 
States or have already been authorized for acquisition by Act of Congress, 
the Governor of the State or States in which they are located or an officer 
designated by the Governor to receive the same. Any recorrmendations or com
ments on the proposal which the sa1d officials furnish the Secretary or Sec
retaries who prepared the report within ninety days of the date on which -the 
report is submitted to them, together with the Secretary's or Secretaries• 
corrments thereon, sha11 be included with the transmittal to the President 
and the Congress. 

(c) Before approving or disapproving for inclusion in the national wild 
and scen·ic rivers system.any river designated as a wild, scenic or recreational 
river by or pursuant to an act of a State legislature, the Secretary of the 
Interior sha11 submit the proposal to the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secre
tary of the Army, ~~e Chairman of the Federal Power Comnission; and the head 
of any other affected Federal department or agency and shall evaluate and give 
due weight to any recommendations or comnents which the said officials furnish 
him within ninety days of the date on which it is submitted to them. If he 
approves the proposed inclusion, he shall publish notice thereof in the Federal 
Register. 
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SEC. S.(a) The following rivers are hereby designated for potential addi
tion to the national wild and scenic rivers system: 

{l) Allegheny, Pennsylvania: The segment from its mouth to the town of 
East Brady, Pennsylvania. 

(2) Bruneau, Idaho: The entire main stem. 

(3) Buffalo, Tennessee: The entire river. 

(4) Chattooga, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia: The entire 
river. 

(5) Clarion, Pennsylvania: The segment between Ridgway and its confluence 
with the Allegheny River. 

(6) Delaware, Pennsylvania and New York: The segment from Hancock, New 
York, to Matamoras, Pennsylvania. 

(7) Flathead, Montana: The North Fork from the Canadian border downstream 
to its confluence with the Middle Fork; the Middle Fork from its headwaters to 
its confluence with the South Fork; and the South Fork from its origin to Hungry 
Horse Reservoir. 

(8) Gasconade, Missouri: The entire river. 

( 9) 11 lino is, Oregon: The entire river. 

(10) Little Beaver, Ohio: The segment of the North and Middle Forks of the 
Little Beaver River in Columbiana County from a point in the vicinity of Negly 
and Elkton, Ohio, downstream to a point in the vicinity of East Liverpool, Ohio. 

(11) Little Miami, Ohio: That segment of the main stem of the river, 
exclusive of its tributaries, from a point at the Warren-Clermont County line 
at Loveland, Ohio, upstream to the sources of Little Miami including North Fork. 

(12) Maumee, Ohio and Indiana: The main stem from Perrysburg, Ohio, to 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, exclusive of its tributaries in Ohio and inclusive of its 
tributaries in Indiana. 

(13) Missouri, Montana: The segment between Fort Benton and Ryan Island. 

(14) Moyie, Idaho: The segment· from the Canadian border to its confluence 
with the Kootenai River. 

(15) Obed, Tennessee: The entire river and its tributaries, Clear Creek 
and Daddys Creek. 

(16) Penobscot, Maine: Its east and west branches. 

(17) Pere Marquette, Michigan: The entire river. 
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(18) Pine Creek, Pennsylvania: The segment from Anson1a to Waterv·l, 1e .... 

(19) Prtest, Idaho: The entire main stem. 

(2~} Rio Grande, Texas: The portton of the river between the west bound
ary of Hudspeth County and the east boundary of Terrell County on the Untted 
States side of the river! Provided, That before undertaking any study of 
this potential scentc river7°'tne secretary of the Intertor shall determine, 
through the channels of appropriate executive ~gencies, that Mexico has no 
objection to its being included among the studies authorized by this Act. 

(21) Saint Croix, Mtnnesota and Wisconsin: The segment between .the dam 
near Taylors Falls and it3 confluence with the Mississippi River. 

(22) Saint Joe, Idaho: The entire main stem. 

{Z3) Salmon, Idaho: The segment from the town of North Fork to tts con
fl uence with the Snake River. 

( 24) Skagit, Washington: The segment from the ~wn of Mount Vernon to 
and including the mouth of Bacon Creek; the cascade River between its mouth 
and the junction of its North and South Forks; the South Fork to the boundary 
of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area; the Suiattle River from its mouth to the 
Glacier Peak Wilderness Area boundary at Milk Creek; the Sauk River from its 
mouth to its junction with Elliott Creek; the r:orth Fork of the Sauk River 
from its junction with the South Fork of the Sauk to the Glacier Peak Wilder
ness Area boundary. 

(25) Suwannee, Georgia and Florida: The entire river from its souree 
in the Okefenokee Swam., in Georgia to the gulf and the outlying Ichetucknee 
Springs, Florida. 

{26) Upper Iowa, Iowa: The entire river. 

(27) Youghiogheny, Maryland and Pennsylvania: The segment from Oakland. 
Maryland, to the Youghiogheny Reservoir, and from the Youghiogheny Oam down
stream to the town of Connellsville, Pennsylvania. 

(28) American, California: The North Forte from the Cedars to the Auburft 
Reservoir. 

(29) Au Sable, M1chigan: The segment downstream from Foot Cam ta Oscoda 
and upstream from Loud Reservoir to its source, including its principal tribu
taries and excluding Mio and Bamfield Reservoirs. 

(30) Big Thompson, Colorado: The segment from its source to the boundary 
of Rocky Mountain National Park. 

(31) Cache 1a Poudre, Colorado: Both forks from their sourees to their 
confluence, thence the Cache la Poudre to the eastern boundar'J of Roosevelt 
Na ti ona l Forest. 



(32) Cahaba, Alabama: The segment from its junction with United States 
Highway 31 south of Birmingham downstream to its junction with United States 
Highway 80 west of Selma. 

(33) Clarks Fork, Wyoming: The segment from the Clark's Fork Canyon to 
the Crandall Creek Bridge. 

(34) Colorado, Colorado and Utah: The segment from its confluence with 
the Colores River, Utah, upstream to a point 19.5 miles from the Utah-Colorado 
border in Co 1 or ado. 

{35) Conejos, Colorado: The three forks from their sources to their con
fluence, thence the Conejos to its first junction with State Highway 17, ex
cluding Platoro Reservoir. 

(36) Elk, Colorado: The segment from its source to Clark. 

(37) Encampment, Colorado: The Main Fork and West Fork to their con
fluence, thence the Encampment to the Colorado-Wyoming border, including the 
tributaries and headwaters. 

(38) Green, Colorado: The entire segment within the State of Colorado. 

(39) Gunnison, Colorado: The segment from the upstream (southern} 
boundary of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument to its con
fluence with the North Fork. 

(40) Illinois, Oklahoma: The segment from Tenki11er Ferry Reservoir 
upstream to the Arkansas-Oklahoma border, including the Flint and Barren 
Fork Creeks. 

(41} John Day, Oregon: The main stem from Service Creek Bridge (at 
river mile 157} downstream to Tumwater Falls (at river mile 10}. 

(42) Kettle, Minnesota: The entire segment within the State of 
Minnesota. 

(43) ·Los Pinos, Colorado: The segment from its source, including the 
tributaries and headwaters within the San Juan Primitive Area, to the northern 
boundary of the Granite Peak Ranch. 

(44) Manistee, Michigan: The entire river from its source to Manistee 
Lake, including its principal tributaries and excluding Tippy and Hodenpyl 
Reservoirs. 

(45) Nolichuckey, Tennessee and North Carolina: The entire main stem. 

(46) Owyhee, South Fork, Oregon: The main stem from the Oregon-Idaho 
border downstream to the Owyhee Reservoir. 

(47) Piedra, Colorado: The Middle Fork and East Fork from their sources 
to their confluence, thence the Piedra to its junction with Colorado Highway 
160. 
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(48} Shepaug, C.Onnecticut: Tha entire river. 

( 49) Sf psey Fork, Wes 't Fork, Alabama: The segment, including its tr1bu
tar1 es, from the impoundment formed by the Lewis M. Smith Cam upstream to its 
source in the W111fam Sw Bankhead National Forest. 

(50) Snake, Wyoming: The segment from the southern boundaries of Teton 
National Park to the entrance to Palisades Reservoir. 

(51) Sweet\14ater, Wyoming: The segment from Wilson Bar downstream to 
Spr1 ng Creek. 

(52) Tuolumne, California: The main river from its source on Mount Dana 
and Mount Lyell fn Yosemite National Park to Con Pedro Reservoir. 

(53) Upper Mississippi, Minnesota: The segment from its source at the 
outlet of Itasca Lake to its Junction with the northwestern boundary of the 
city of Anoka. 

(54) Wfsconsfn, Wisconsin: The segment from Prairie de Sac to its coa-
fluence with the M1ss1ss1pp1 River at Prairie du Chien. · 

(55) Yampa, Colorado: The s·egment within the boundaries of the Dinosaur 
National Monument. 

(56) Cclores, Colorado: The segment of the main stas from Rico upstream 
to its source, including 1ts headwatersi the West Oolores from its source, 
including fts headwaters, downstream to its confluence with the main stem; and 
the se911ent from the west boundary, section 2 township 38 north, range 16 ..est, 
NMPM, below the proposed McPhee Dam, downstream to the Colorado-Utah border, 
excluding the segment from one mile above Highway 90 to the conf1uence of the 
San Mi gue 1 River. 

{57) Snake, Washington, Oregon, and Idaho: The segment from an eastward 
extension of the north boundary of section l, township 5 north, range 47 east, 
Willamette meridian, downstream ta the town of Asotin, Washington. 

(58) Housatonic, Connecticut: The s•gment from the Massachusetts-Connecti
cut boundary downstream to its conf1 uence with the Shepaug Rf ver. 

(59) Kern, California.--The main stem of the North Fork from its source 
ta Isabella Reservoir excluding fts tributaries • 

. . 
(60) Loxahatchee, F1or1da.-The entire river including its tributary, 

North Fork. 

(61} Ogeechee, Georgia.--The entire river. 

(62) Salt, Arizona.·-The main stem from a point on the north side of tf'le 
river intersected by the Fort Apache Indian ~eservation boundary (north of 
Buck Mountafn) do~nstream to Arizona State Highway 288. 
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(63) Verde, Arizona.--The main stem from the Prescott National Forest 
boundary near Paulden to the vicinity of Table f'buntain, approximately 14 miles 
above Horseshoe Reservoir, except for the segment not included in the national 
forest between Clarkdale and Camp Verde, North segment. 

(64) San Francisco, Arizona.--The main stem from confluence with the Gila . 
upstream to the Arizona-New Mexico border, except for the segment between Clifton 
and the Apache National Forest. 

(65) Fish Creek, New York.--The entire East Branch. 

(66) Black Creek, Mississippi.--The segment from Big Creek Landing in 
Forrest County downstream to Old Alexander Bridge Landing in Stone County. 

(67) Allegheny, Pennsylvania.--The main stem from Kinzua Dam downstream 
to Ea s t B ra dy • 

(68) Cacapon, West Virginia.--The entire river. 

(69) Escatawpa, Alabama and Mississippi.--The segment upstream from a 
point approximately one mile downstream from the confluence of the Escatawpa 
River and Jackson Creek to a point where the Escatawpa River is joined by the 
Yellowhouse Branch in Washington County, Alabama, near the town of Deer Park, 
Alabama; and the segment of Brushy Creek upstream from its confluence with 
the Escatawpa to its confluence with Scarsborough Creek. 

(70} Myakka, Florida.--The segment south of the southern boundary of 
the Myakka River State Park. 

(71) Soldier Creek, Alabama.--The segment beginning at the point where 
Soldier Creek intersects the south line of section 31, township 7 south, range 
6 east, downstream to a point on the south line of section 6, township 8 so~th, 
range 6 east, which point is 1,322 feet west of the south line of section 5, 
township 8 south, range 6 east in the county of Baldwin, State of Alabama. 

(72) Red, Kentucky.--The segment from Highway numbered 746 (also known as 
Spradlin Bridge) in Wolf County, Kentucky, downstream to the point where the 
river descends below seven hundred feet above sea level (in its normal flow) 
which point is at the Menifee and Powell County line just downstream of the 
iron bridge where Kentucky Highway numbered 77 passes over the river. 

{73) Bluestone, West Virginia.--From its headwaters to its confluence with 
the New. 

(74) Gauley, West Virginia.--Including the tributaries of the Meadow and 
the Cranberry, from the headwaters to its confluence with the New. 

(75) Greenbrier, West Virgin1a.--From its headwaters to its confluence 
with the New. 

(76) Birch, West Virg.inia: The main stem from the Cora Brown Bridge in 
Nicholas County to the confluence of the river with the Elk River in Braxton 
County. 
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(77) Colvt11e, A1aska8 
~ 

(78) Etivluk-Nigu, Alaska. 

(79) Utukok, Alaska. 

(80) Kanektok, Alaska. 

(81) Kisaralik, Alaska. 

(82) Melozitna, Alaska. 

(83) Sheenjek (lower segment), Alaska. 

{84) Situk, Alaska. 

(85) Porcupine, Alaska. 

(86) Yukon (Ramparts section), Alaska. 

(87) Squirrel, Alaska. 

(88) JCoyuk, Alaska. 

(b)(l} The studies of rivers named in subparagraphs (28) through (55) 
of subsection (a) of this section shall be completed and reports thereon sub
mitted by not later than October 2, 1979: Provided~ That with respect to the 
rivers named fn subparagraphs (33), (50), and (51), the Secretaries shall not 
comnence an.y studies until {f) the State legislature has acted with respect to 
such river$ or (ii) one year from the date of enactment of this Act, whichever 
is earlfer .. 

(2) The study of the river named in subparagraph (56) of subsection {a) 
of this section shall be eo~leted and the report thereon submitted by not 
later than January 3, 1976. 

(3) The studies of the rivers named fn paragraphs (59) through (76) of 
subsection (a) shall be completed and reports submitted thereon not later than 
five full fiscal years after the date of the enactment of this paragraph. The 
study of rivers named in paragraphs (62) and (64) of subsection (a) shall be 
completed and the T"eflQrt·thereon submitted by not later than April 1981. 

(4) There are authorized to be appropriated for the purpose of conducting 
the studies of the rivers named in subpara9raphs (28) through (56) such sums as 
may be necessary, but not more than $4,060,~00. There are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of conducting the studfes of the rivers named in· 
subparagraphs (59} through (75) such sums as may be necessary. 

(4) The studies of the rivers fn paragraph (77) through (88} shall be 
completed and reports transmitted thereon not later than three ful1 fiscal 
years from date of enactment of this paragraph. For the rivers listed in 
paragraphs (77), (78), and (79) the studies prepared and transmittad to the 
Congress pursuant to section l05(c} of the ~•aval Petroleum Reserves Production 
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Act of 1976 (Pub1ic Law 94-258) sha11 satisfy the requirements of this sec
tton. 

(5) Studies of rivers listed in paragraphs (80) and (81) sha11 be com
pleted, and reports submitted within and not later than·the time when the 
Bristol Bay Cooperative Region Plan is submitted to Congress in accordance 
with section 1204 of the Alaska Nattonal Interest Lands Conservation Act. 

(c) The study of any of said rivers shall be pursued in as close coop
eration with appropriate agencies of the affected State and its political 
subdivisions as possible, shal1 be carried on jointly with such agencies if 
request for such joint study is made by the State, and shall include a deter
mination of the degree to which the State or its political subdivisions might 
participate in the preservation and administration of the river should it be 
proposed for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system. 

(d) In all planning for the use and development of water and related 
land resources, consideration sha11 be given by a11 Federal agencies involved 
to potential national wild, scenic and recreational river areas, and all ~iver 
basin and project plan reports submitted to the Congress shall consider and 
discuss any such potentials. The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary 
of Agriculture shall make specific studies and investigations to determine 
which additiona1 wild, scenic and recreational river areas within the United 
States shall be evaluated in planning reports by all Federal agencies as poten
tial alternative uses of the water and related land resources involved. 

SEC. 6. (a) The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agricul
ture are each authorized to acquire lands and interests in land within the 
authorized boundaries of any component of the national wild and scenic rivers 
system designated in section 3 of this Act, or hereafter designated for inclu
sion in the system by Act of Congress, which is administered by him, but he 
sha11 not acquire fee title to an average of more than 100 acres per mile on 
both sides of the river. Lands owned by a State may be acquired only by dona
tion, and 1ands owned by an Indian tribe or a political subdivision of a State 
may not be acquired without the consent of the appropriate governing body there
of as long as the Indian tribe or political subdivision is following a plan for 
management and protection of the lands which the Secretary finds protects the 
land and assures its use for purposes consistent with this Act. Money aopro
priated for ~edPral purposes from the land and water conservation fund shall, 
withnut prejudice to the use of approprintions from other sources, bP av~ilable 
to Federal departments and agencies for the acquisition of property for the 
purposes of this Act. · · 

(b) If SO per centum or more of the entire acreage within a federally 
administered wild, scenic or recreational river area is owned by the United 
States, by the State or States within which it lies, or by political subdivi
sions of those States.i. neither Secretary shall acquire fee title to any lands 
by condemnation under authority of this Act. Nothing contained in this section, 
however, shall preclude the use of condemnation when necessary to c1ear title 
or to acquire scenic easements or such other easements as are reasonably neces
sary to give the public access to the river and to permit its meMbers to tra~ 
verse the length of the area or of se1ected segments thereof. 
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( c) Neither the Secre,cary ef the fnter.ior nor the Se .. retary or Agr-.... ~ i ... • 

ture may acquire lands by condemnation, for the purpose of· including such lands 
in any national wild, scenic or recreattonal rtver area, if such lands are lo
cated wtthfn any tncorporated city, village, or borough which has in force and 
appltcable to s-uch lands a duly adopted, valid zoning ordtnance that conforms 
with the purposes of this Act. In order to carry out the provtsions of this 
subsectton the appropriate Secretary shall issue guidelines, specifying stan
dards for local zoning ordinances, which are consistent with the purposes of 
this Act. The standards specified tn such guidelines shall ha.Ye the object 
of (A) prohibiting new commen::ial or industrial uses other than comnercial or 
industrial uses which are consistent with the purposes of this Act, and (B) 
the protection of the bank lands by means of acreage, frontage, and setback 
requtrements on development. 

(d) The appropriate Secretary is authorized to accept title to non
Federal property within the authorized boundaries of any federally adminis
tered component of the national wild and scenic rive,-, system designated in 
section 3 of this Act or hereafter designated for inclusion in the system by 
Act of Congress and, in exchange therefor, convey· to the grantor any federally 
owned property which is under his jurisdiction within the State in which the 
component ltes and which he classifies as suitable for exchange or other dis
pasal. The values of the properties so exchanged either shall be approximately 
equal or, if they are not approximately equal, shall be equalized by the pay
ment of cash to the grantor or to the Secretary as the circumstances require. 

(e) The head of any· Federal department or agency having administrative 
jurisdiction over any lands or interests in land within the authorized bound
aries of any federally administered component of the na.tional wild and scenic 
rive,-, system designated in section 3 of this Act or hereafter designated for 
inclusion in the system by Act of Congress is authorized to transfer to the 
appropriate Secretary jurisdiction over such lands for administration in acc~r
dance with the provisions of this Act. Lands acquired by or transferred to 
the Secretary of Agriculture for the puri:>0ses of this Act within or adjacent 
to a national forest shall upon such acquisition or transfer become national 
forest lands. · 

(f) The appropriate Secretary is authorized to accept donations of lands 
and interests fn land, funds, and other property for use in connection with 
hfs administration of the national wild and scenic rivers system. 

{g)(l) Any owner or owners (hereinafter in this subsection referred to 
as •owner") of improved property on the date of its acquisition, may r-etain 
for themselves and their successors or··assigns a right of use and occupancy of 
the improved property for noncolllflercial residential purposes fo~ a definite 
term not to exceed twenty-five years or, in lieu thereof, for a term ending 
at the death of the owner, or the death of his spouse, or the death of either 
or both of them.. The owner shall elect the term to be reserved. The appro
priate Secretary sha11 pay to the owner the fair market value of the property 
on the date of such acquisition less the fair market value on such date of the 
right retained by the owner. 

(2) A right of use and occupancy retained pursuant to this subsection 
shall be subject to termination whenever the appropriate Secretary ts given 
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reasonab1e cause to find that such use and occupancy ts being exercised in a 
manner which conflicts with the purposes of this Act. In the event of such 
a findt ng, the Secretary sha 11 tender to the ho1 der of that right an a-mount 
equa1 to the fair market value of that portion of the right which remains 
unexpired on the date of termination. Such right of use or occupancy shall 
termtnate by operation of law upon tender of the fair market price. 

(3) The term 11 improved property 11
, as used in this Act, means a detached, 

one-family dwelling·(hereinafter referred to as 11dwelling 11
), the construction 

of which was begun before January 1, 1967, (except where a different date is 
specifically provided by law with respect to any particular river) together 
with so much of the land on which the dwelling is situated, the said land 
being in the same ownership as the dwelling, as the appropriate Secretary 
shall designate to be reasonably necessary for the enjoyment of the dwelling 
for the so1e purpose of noncommercial residential use, together with any 
structures accessory to the dwelling which are situated on the land so des
ignated. 

SEC. 7. (a) The Federal Power Commission sha11 not license the construc
tion cf any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, transmission line, or 
other project works under the Federal Power Act (41 Stat. 1063), as amended 
{16 U.S.C. 79la et seq.), on or directly affecting any river which is desig
nated in section 3 of this Act as a component of the national wild and scenic 
rivers system or which is hereafter designated for inclusion in that system, 
and no department or agency of the United States shall assist by loan, grant, 
license, or otherwise in the construction of any water resources pro.ject that 
would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which such river was 
established, as determined by the Secretary charqed with its administration. 
Nothing contained in the foregoing sentence, however, shall preclude licens
ing of, or assistance to, developments below or above a wild, scenic or rec
reational river area or on any stream tributary thereto which will not invade 
the area or unreasonably diminish the scenic, recreational, and fish and wild
life va1ues present in the area on the date of approval of this Act. No de
partment or agency of the United States sha11 recommend authorization of any 
water resources project that would have a direct and adverse effect on the 
values for which such river was established, as determined by the Secretary 
charged with its administration, or request appropriations to begin construc
tion of any such project, whether heretofore or hereafter authorized, without 
advising the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as 
the case may be, in writing (~f its intention so to do at least sixty days in 
advance, and without specific.ally reporting to the Congress in writing at the 
time it makes its recommendation or request in what respect construction of 
such project would be in conflict with the purposes of this Act and would 
affect the component and the values to be protected by it under this Act. 

Any license heretofore or hereafter issued by the Federal Power Commission 
affecting the New River of North Carolina shall continue to be effective only 
for that portion of the river which is not included in the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System pursuant to section 2 of this Act and no project or under
taking so licensed shall be permitted to invade, inundate or otherwise adversely 
affect such river segmento 
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(b) The Federal Power Commissron shall not license the construction of · · 
any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, transmission line, or other 
project works under the Federal Power Act, as amended, on or directly affect
ing any rtver which fs listed tn section 5, subsection (a), of this Act, and 
no department or agency of ~~e United States shall assist by loan, grant, 
license, or otherwise in the construction of any water resources project that 
would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which such river 
might be des-tgnated, as determined by the Secretary responsible for its study 
or approval--

{ i) during the ten-year period following enactment of this Act or 
for a three complete fiscal year period following any Act of Congress 
designating any river for potential addition to the national wild and 
scenic rivers system, whichever is later, unless, prior to the expira
tion of the relevant period, the Secretary of the Interior and, where 
nattonal forest lands are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture, on 
the basis of study, determine that such river should not be included 
in the national wild and scenic rivers system and notify the Committees 
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States Congress, fn writ
ing, including a copy of the study upon which the determination was 
made. at least one hundred and eighty days while Congress is in session 
prior to publishing notice to that effect fn the Federal Register: Pro
vided, That ff any Act designating any river or rivers for potential---
addi tion to the national wild and scenic rivers system provides for a 
period for the study or studies which exceeds such three complete fiscal 
year period the period provided for in such Act shall be substituted for . 
the three complete fi!cal year period in the provisions of this clause 
(f ); and (ii) during such additional period thereafter as, in the case 
of any river the report for which is submitted to the·President and the 
Congress, fs necessary for congressional consideration thereof or, in 
the ease of any river recommended to the Secretary of the Interior for 
inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system under section 
(2){a}(ii) of this Act, is necessary for the Secretary's consideration 
thereof. which additional period, however, shall not exceed three years 
in the first case and one year in the second. 

No.thing contained in the foregoing sentence, however, shall preclude 
licensing of, or assistance to, developments below or above a potential wild, 
scenic or recreational river area or on any stream tributary thereto which 
will not invade the area or diminish the scenic, recreational, and fish and 
wildlife values present in the potential wild, scenic or recreational river 
area on the date of approval of this Act. No department or a~ency of the 
United States shall, during t.~e period~ hereinbefore specified, reconmend 
authorization of any water resources project on any such river or request 
appropriatipns to bi!!gin construction of any such project, whether heretofore 
or hereafter authorized, without advising the Secretary of the Interior and, 
where national forest lands are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture in 
writing of its intention so to do at least sixty days in advance of doing 
so and without specifica11y reportinq to the Congress in writing at the time 
it makes its recommendation or request in what respect construction of such 
project would be in conf1ict with the P.urposes of this Act and would affect 
the component. and the 11a 1 ues . to be protected by it under this Act. 
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(c) The Federal Power Commi~sion and all other Federal agencies shall, 
promptly upon enactment of this Act, inform the Secretary of the Interior and, 
where nattonal forest lands are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture, of any 
proceedings, studies, or other activities within their jurisdictton which are 
now in progre~s and which affect or may affect any of the rivers specified in 
sectton 5, subsection (a), of this Act. They shall likewise inform him of any 
such proceedings, studies, or other activities which are hereafter commenced 
or resumed before they are commenced or resumed. 

(d) Nothing in this section with respect to the making of a loan or grant 
shall apply to grants made under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 
19~5 (78 Stat. 897; 16 U.S.C. 4601-5 et seq.). 

SEC. 8. (a) All public lands within the authorized boundaries of any 
component of the national wild and scenic rivers system which is designated 
in section 3 of this Act or which is hereafter designated for inclusion in 
that system are hereby withdrawn from entry, sale, or other disposition under 
the public land laws of the United States. 

(b) All public lands which constitute the bed or bank, or are within one
quarter mile of the bank, of any river which is listed in section 5, subsection 
(a), of this Act are hereby withdrawn from entry, sale, or other disposition 
under the public land laws of the United States for the periods specified in 
section 7, subsection (b), of this Act. Notwithstanding the foregoing provi
sions of this subsection or any other provision of this Act, subject only to 
valid existing rights, including valid Native selection rights under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act, all public lands which constitute the bed or bank, 
or are within an area extending two miles from the bank of the river channel on 
both sides of the river segments referred to in paragraphs (77) through (88) of 
section 5(a) are hereby withdrawn from entry, sale, State selection or other 
disposition under the public land 1aws of the United States for the per1ods 
specified in section 7(b) of this Act. 

SEC. 9. (a) Nothing in this Act shall affect the applicability of the 
United States mi,ning and mineral leasing laws within components of the national 
wild and scenic rivers system except that--

(i) all prospecting, mining operations, and other activities on 
mining claims which, in the case of a component of the system designated 
in section 3 of this Act, have not heretofore been perfected or which, 
in the case of a component hereafter designated pursuant to this Act 
or any other Act of Congress, are ·not perfected before its inclusion in 
the system and all mining operations and other activities under a mineral 
lease, license, or permit issued or renewed after inclusion of a component 
in the system shall be subject to such regulations as the Secretary of 
the Interior or, in the case of national forest lands, the Secretary of 
Agriculture may prescribe to effectuate the purposes of this Act; 

(ii) subject to valid existing rights, the perfection of, or issu
ance of a patent to, any mining claim affecting lands within the system 
shall confer or convey a right or title only to the mineral deposits 
and such rights only to the use of the surface and the surface resources 
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as are reasonaciiy ri1:N.4u:'r;:,,,;. -,;:~;, ;.;,,,.,·:'·. ·ot ~-· .1~u;.; 0;;,,._· ..... i.!;;: •• ~ ~,..::rct1orus. 
and are consistent wi tit ~uch ?'eguh.tions as may be !'.'lre:;,~· "'i. :1v the 
Secretary of the !nter·iar err~ in the case of nationai ;\ .. ,, .. ,,..Jcc.:...::..~ .: 
the Secretary of Agriculture; and 

(111) subject to valid existing rights, the minerals in Federal lands 
which are part of the lystem and constitute the bed or banks or are sit
uated within one-quarter mile of the bank of any river designated a wild 
river under this Act or any subsequent Act are hereby withdrawn from all 
forms of appropriation under the mining laws and from operation of the 
mineral leasing laws including, in both cases, amendments thereto. 

Regulations issued pursuant to paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subsection 
shall, among otner things, provide safeguards against pollution of the 
river involved and unnecessary impairment of the scenery within the com
panent in question~ 

(b) The minerals in any Federal lands which constitute the bed or banks 
or are situated within one-quarter mile of the bank of any river which is 
listed in section 5~ subsection (a) of this Act are hereby withdrawn from all 
forms of appropriation under the mining laws during the periods specified in 
section 7, subsection (b) of this Act. Nothing contained in this subsection 
shall be construed to forbid prospecting or the issuance of leases, licenses, 
and permits under the mineral leasing laws subject to such conditions as the 
Secretary of the Interior and, in the case of national forest lands, the Secre
tary of Agriculture find appropriate to safeguard the area in the event it is 
subsequently included in the system. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions 
of this subsection or any other provision of this Act, a11 public lands which 
constitute the bed or bank, or are within an area extending two miles from 
the bank of the ·river channel on both sides of the river segments referred to. 
in paragraphs (77) through (88) of section S(a), are hereby withdrawn, subject 
to vaifd existing rights, from a11 forms of appropriation under the mining laws 
and from operation of the mineral leasing laws including, in both cases, amend
ments thereto, during the periods specified in section 7(b) of this Act. 

SEC. 10. (a) Each component of the national wild and scenic rivers system 
$hall be administered in such manner as to protect and enhance the values which 
caused it to be included fn said system without, insofar as is consistent there
with, limiting other uses that do not substantially interfere with public use 
and enjoyment of these values. In such administration primary emphasis shall 
be given to protecti~g its esthetic, scenic, historic, archeologic, and scien
tific features. Management pl ans for any such component may establish varying 
degrees of intensity for its protection .. and development, based on the special 
attributes of the area~ 

(b) Any portion of a component of the national wild and scenic rivers 
system that is within the ~ational wilderness preservation system, as estab-
1 ished by or pursuant to the Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C., 
ch. 23), shall be subject to the provisions of both the Wilderness Act and this 
Act with respect to preservation of such river and its irm1ediate environment, 
and ir. case of conflict between the provisions of these Acts the more restric
tive provisions shall apply. 
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(c) Any component of the national wild and scenic rivers system that 
is admintstered by the Secretary of the Interior through the National Park 
Servtce shall become a part of the national park system, and any such com
ponent that is administered by the Secretary through the Fish and Wildltfe 
Servtce shall become a part of the national wildlife refuge system. The 
lands involved shall be subject to the provisions of this Act and the Acts 
under which the national park system or national wildlife system, as the case 
may be, is admintstered, and in case of conflict between the provisions of 
these Acts, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. The Secretary of 
the Interior, in his administration of any component of the national wild 
and scenic rivers system, may utilize such general statutory authorities re
lating to areas of the nationa1 park system and such general statutory author
ities otherwise available to him for recreation and preservation purposes and 
for the conservation and management of natural resources as he deems appro
priate to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(d) The Secretary of Agriculture, in his administration of any component 
of the national wild and scenic rivers system area, may utilize the general 
statutory authorities relating to the national forests in such manner as he 
deems appropriate to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(e) The Federal agency charged with the administration of any comconent 
of the national wild and scenic rivers system may enter into written coopera
tive agreements with the Governor of a State, the head of any State agency, or 
the appropriate official of a political subdivision of a State for State or 
local governmental participation in the administration of the component. The 
States and their political subdivisions shall be encouraged to cooperate in 
the planning and administration of components of the sys.tern which include or 
adjoin State- or county-owned lands. 

SEC. 11. (a) The Secretary of the Interior sha11 encourage and assist 
the States to consider, in formulating and carrying out their comprehensive 
statewide outdoor recreation plans and proposals for financing assistance 
for State and local projects submitted pursuant to the Land and Water Conser
vation Fund Act of 1965 (78 Stat. 897), needs and opportunities for establish
ing State and local wild, scenic and recreational river areas. He shall also, 
in accordance with the authority contained in the Act of May 28, 1963 (77 
Stat. 49), provide technical assistance and advice to, and cooperate with, 
States, political subdivisions, and private interests, including nonprofit 
organizations, with respect to establishing such wild, scenic and recreational 
river areas. 

(b) The Secretaries of Agriculture and of Health, Education, and Welfare 
shall likewise, in accordance with the authority vested in them, assist, ad
vise, and cooperate with State and local agencies and private interests with 
respect to establishing such wild, scenic and recreational river areas. 

SEC. 12. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, 
and the head of any other Federal department or agency having jurisdiction 
over any lands which include, border upon, or are adjacent to, any river in
cluded within the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System or under consideration 
for such inclusion, in accordance with section 2(a)(ii), 3(a), or S(a), shall 
take such action respecting management policies, regulations, contracts, plans, 
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affecting such lands, fonowfng the date of enactment of thi.5 sr~ntence, a~ may 
be necessary to protect such rivers in accordance with tl'li'i.· , .. '.,"poses of t~: .\ct. 
Such Secretary or other department or agency head shall, where appropriate» 
enter into written cooperative agreements with the appropriate State or local 
off1c1a1 for the planning* administration, and management of Federal lands which 
are within the boundaries of any rivers for which approval has been granted under 
section 2(a)(i1). Particular attention shall be given to scheduled timber har
vesting, road construction, and similar activities which might be contrary to 
the purposes of this Ac:t. 

(b} Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate any existing 
rights, privileges, or contracts affecting Federal lands held by any private 
party without the consent of said party. 

(c) The head of any agency administering a component of the national wild 
and scenic rivers system shall cooperate with the Secretary of the Interior and 
with the appropriate State water pollution control agencies for the purpose of 
eliminating or dim·lnishing the pollution of waters of the river. 

SEC. 13. (a) Nothing in this Act shall affect the jurisdiction or r~spcn
sibilities of the States with respect to fish and wildlife. Hunting and fish• 
ing shall be permitted on lands and waters administered as parts of the system 
under applicable State and Federal laws and regulations unless, in the case of 
hunting, those lands or waters are within a national park or monument. The 
administering Secretary may, however. designate zones where, and establish 
periods when, no hunting is permitted for reasons of public safety, administra
tion, or public use and enjoyment and shall issue appropriate regulations after 
consultation with the wildlife agency of the State or States aff~ted. 

(b) The jurisdiction of the States and the United States over waters of 
any stream included fn a national wild, scenfc or reereational river area shall 
be determined by established principles of law. Under the provisions of this 
Act, any taking by the United States of a water right which is vested under 
either State or Federal law at the time such river is included in the national 
wild and scenic rivers system shall entitle the owner thereof to just compensa
tion. Nothing 1n this Act shall constitute an express or implied claim or 
denial on the part of the Federal Government as to exemption from State water 
laws. 

(c) Designation of any stream or pcrtion thereof as a national wild, 
scenic or recreational river area shall not be construed as a reservation of 
the waters of such streams for purposes.other than those specified in this Act, 
or in quantities greater than necessary' to accomplish these purposes. 

(d) The jurisdiction of the States over waters of any stream included in 
a national wild, scenic or recreational river area shall be unaffected by this 
Act to the extent that su~h jurisdiction may be exercised without impairing 
the purposes of this Act or its administration. 

(e) Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to alter, amend, 
repeal, interpret, modify, or be in conflict with any interstate compact made 
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by any States which contain any portion of the national wild anj scanic rh'. , 
system. 

(f) Nothing in this Act shall affect existing rights of any State, including 
the right of access, with respect to the beds of navigable streams, tributaries, 
or rivers (or segments thereof} located in a national wild, scenic or recreational 
river area. 

(g) The Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as the 
case may be, may grant easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under, across, or 
through any component of the national wild and scenic rivers system in accordance 
with the laws applicable to the national park system and the national forest 
system, respectively: Provided, That any conditions precedent to granting such 
easements and rights-of-way shall be related to the policy and purpose of this 
Act. 

SEC. 14. The claim and ·allowance of the value of an easement as a charitable 
contribution under section 170 of title 26, United States Code, or as a gift under 
section 2522 of said title shall constitute an agreement by the donor on behalf of 
himself, his heirs, and assi'gns that, if the terms of the instrument creating the 
easement are violated, the donee or the United States may acquire the servient 
estate at its fair market value as of the time the easement was donated minus the 
value of the easement claimed and allowed as a charitable contribution or gift. 

SEC. 14A. (a) Where appropriate in the discretion of the Secretary, he may 
.lease federally owned land (or any interest therein) which is within the bound
aries of any component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and which 
has been acquired by the Secretary under this Act. Such lease shall be subject 
to such restrictive covenants as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
this Act. 

(b) Any land to be leased by the Secretary under this section shall be 
offered first for such lease to the person who owned such land immediately 
before its acquisition by the United States. 

SEC. 15. Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary in sections 
3 and 9 of this Act, with respect to components of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System in Alaska designated by paragraphs (38) through (SO) of section 
3(a) of this Act--

{l) the boundary of each such river shall include an average of not 
roore than six hundred and forty acres per mile on both sides of the river. 
Such boundary shall not include an'y lands owned by the State or a political 
subdivision of the State nor shall such boundary extend around any private 
lands adjoining the river in such manner as to surround or effectively 
surround such private lands; and 

(2) the withdrawal made by paragraph (iii) of section 9(a) shall apply 
to the minerals in Federal lands which constitute the bed or bank or are 
situated within one-half mile of the bank of any river designated a wild 
river by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. 
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SEC. 16. As used in this Act, the term--

(a) •River• means a flowing body of water or estuary or; a section, Portion, 
or tributary thereof, including rivers, streams, creeks, runs, kills, rills, and 
sma 11 1 a kes • 

(b) "Free-flowing", as applied to any river or section of a river, means 
existing or flowing in natural condition without 1mpoundment, diversion, straight· 
ening, rip-rapping, or other modification of the waterway. The existence, howeve· ... ,: 
of low dams, diversion \«lrks, and other minor structures at the time any river -
is proposed for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system shall not 
automatically bar its consideration for such inclusion: Provided, That this shall 
not be construed to authorize, intend, or encourage futu.-. construction of such 
structures within components of the national wild and scenic rivers system. 

(c) •scenic easement" means the right to control the use of land {including 
the air space above such land) within the authorized boundaries of a component 
of the wild and scenic rivers system, for the purpose of protecting the natural 
qualities of a designated wild, scenic or recreational river area, but such con
trol shall not affect, without the owner's consent, any regular use exercised 
prior to the acquisition of the easement. · 

SEC. 17. There are hereby authorized to be ap-propriated, including such sums 
as have heretofore been appropriated, the following amounts for land acquisition 
for each of the rivers described in section l(a) of this Act: 

Clearwater, Middle Fork, Idaho, $2,909,800; 
E1even Point, Missouri, $10,407,000; 
Feather, Middle Fork, California, $3,935,700; 
Rio Grande, New Mexico, $253,000; 
Rogue, Oregon, SlS,147,000; 
St. C~ix, Minnesota and Wisconsin, $21,769,000; 
Salmon, Middle Fork, Idaho, Sl ,837 ,100; and 
Wolf, Wisconsin, $142,150. 

NOTE: The following amendments have been made to P.L. 90-542 through December 23, 
1980: 

P.L. 92-560 
P .L. 93-279 
p .1.; 93-621 
P.L. 94-199 
P.L. 94-407 
P.L. 94-486 
P.L. 95-625 
P.L. 96-87 
P.L. 96-199 
P.L. 96-487 
P.L. 96-580 
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KEY: SOIL ASSCX:IATION MAP, MYAKKA RIVER 

I. AREA IX)MINATED BY SANDY, DRCX.X;HTY SOIL, 'tUI' SUBJECT 'ro FI.OODIN:i 

1. Candler-Tavares Association: nearly level to sloping excessively 
drained soils with very thick sandy layers over thin loaIJ¥ or sandy 
loam and rroderately well drained soils, sandy throughtout. 

I I. AREAS IXMINATED BY MJDERATELY WELL 'ro FCX)RLY DRAINED SOIL..S, 'tUI' SUBJECT 
'ro FUX>DI~ 

2. Tavares-Myakka and Tavares-Myakka-Pomello Association: nearly 
level to gently slopi~ moderately well arrl poorly drained sandy 
soils with weakly cemented sandy subsoils and rroderately well 
drained soils, sandy throughout. 

3. Pomello-St. Lucie and Pomello-Pcola-St Lucie Association: nearly 
level to slopi~ moderately well drained sandy soils with weakly 
cemented sandy subsoil and excessively drained soils, sandy 
throughout. 

4. Imnokalee-Pomello and Myakka-Pomello-Ba.singer Association: nearly 
level to gently sloping poorly arrl moderately drained soils with 
weakly cemented sandy subsoils. 

5. Broward-Brandenton-Manatee Association: nearly level poorly 
drained sandy soils underlain by limestone; poorly drained s:>ils 
with thin sandy layers over loamy subsoil underlain by marly 
material; and very p:x:>rly drained sandy soils with loarrr_t subsoils. 

6. .Adamsville-R:>mpaoo and R:>mpano, High-R:>mpano Association: nearly 
level somewhat p:x:>rly and p:x:>rly drained s:>ils, sandy throughtout. 

7. Myakka-Imnokalee-Ba.singer Association: nearly level poorly drained 
sandy soils with weakly cemented sandy subsoil and p:x:>rly drained 
soils sandy throughout. 

8. Myakka-Pomillo-Basinger Association: nearly level to gently 
sloping poorly arrl moderately well drained sandy soils with weakly 
cemented sandy subsoil and J:XX>rly drained s:>ils, sandy throughout. 

9. Wabasso-Bradenton-Myakka, Bradenton-Wabasso-Felda and Wabasso-Felda 
Association: nearly level PJQrly drained sandy s:>ils with weakly 
cemented sandy subsoil layer underlain by loamy subsoil; poorly 
drained soils with thin sandy layers aver loamy subsoil and p:x:>rly 
drained soils weakly cemented sandy subsoil. 

10. Irrmokalee-Myakka-Porrpano Association: nearly level {XJOrly drained 
sandy soils with weakly cemented sandy subsoil arrl poorly drained 
sandy soils throughout. 

11. Scanton,var.--Ona-Placid Association: nearly level somewhat px>rly 
drained, dark surface soil, sandy throughout; poorly drained soils 
with thin sandy layers over weakly cemented sandy subsoil and very 



very p::x:>rly drained sanay .:::.t:"o~:, . .;.. 

12. Fbmello-Myakka-Tavares Association: nearly level t.o gently sloping 
m::rlerately well and p:x:>rly drained sandy soils with weakly ~mentea 
sandy subsoil arrl moderately well drained soils, sandy throughout. 

13. F\'.::m:!llo, High-Felda Association: nearly level, p:x:>rly drained 
soils, sandy thoughout. 

14. Travares-Mamville Association: nearly level to gently sloping, 
mcrlerately well arrl somewhat p:x:>rly drained soils, sandy 
throughout. 

ARF.A J:XMINATED BY POORLY AND VERY POORLY DRAINED SOII.5 SUBJECT 'ID FIOODI:t-li 

15. Placid-Basenger Association: nearly level, p:x:>rly drained soils, 
sandy throughtout. 

16. Delray-Manatee-Ponpano, Pompano-O'larlotee-Delray end R>rtpano-Delray 
Association: nearly level, poorly drained soils with thick sandy 
layers over loamy subsoil. 

17. Fresh Water Swarrp and Marsh Association: nearly level, poorly 
drained soils subject to prolonged flooding. 

18. Tidal Marsh, Swarrp-Coastal Beach Ridges and Swarrp Dunes 
Association: nearly level, very p:x:>rly drained soils subject to 
frequent flooding by tidal waters and m:rlerately well drained soils, 
sandy thro1.>3hout. 

19. Felda-Manatee Association: nearly level, p:x:>rly drained sandy 
soils with loamy subsoil arrl very p:x:>rly drained sandy soils with 
loamy subsoil and very p:x:>rly drained sandy soils with loamy 
subsoil. 

20. Terra-ceia Assoication: nearly level, very p:x:>rly drained, well 
decnrnposed organic soils 16 to 36 inches thick over loamy 
material. 
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APPENDIX D 

Written comnents on the Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study and 
Evnriorunental Assessment were received from the following agencies and 
organizations, 

State of Florida 

Governor of Florida 

State Agencies 

Florida Department of Natural Resources 

Executive Director 
Bureau of Recreation and Parks 

Florida Gane and Fresh Water Fish Conmission 

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs 

Florida Archives, History and Records Management 

IDcal (;overnrcents 

County of Sarasota 
County of Manatee 
City of Orland:> 

IDcal Planning J\gencies 

Southwest Florida Water Management District 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory 

uuasi Public J\gencies 

Florida Power and Light Conpany 

Conservation and Private Organizations 

Sarasota County Audubon Society 
General Developnent Corporation 
Property Owners of Gulf Cover Inc. 

Federal .Agencies 

Department of Agriculture 

Soil Conservation Service 



Federal .Agencies (Cont'd) 

Deparbnent of the Aney 

Corps of Engineers 

Environmental Protection .Agency 



BOB GRAHAM 
GOVERNOR 

Mr. G. Ray Arnett 
Assistant Secretary 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

THE CAPITOL 

TALLAHASSEE 32301 

January 23, 1984 

Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
United States Department of 

the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Arnett: 

Thank you for your letter and the Environmental Impact State
ment regarding the Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study. We have 
reviewed this document and proposal by the National Park Ser
vice for designating the River as a component of the National 
Wild and Scenic River System, and we believe that a national 
designation affords us the opportunity to preserve this river's 
natural and cultural values. 

Such a goal could best be accomplished by coordinating public 
and private actions which affect the river. Your suggested 
Myakka River Study Committee or a similar body may provide the 
needed planning coordination to ensure that the efforts of 
concerned governmental entities and the affected private sector 
managing river resources are brought together in a forum that 
achieves a level of preservation compatible to their mutual 
interest. 

Our Department of Natural Resources will be requested to 
initiate an interagency study effort designed to satisfy 
federal, state and local concerns that may ultimately lead to a 
national designation protecting this unique Florida River. 

Your giving us the opportunity to comment on your proposal is 
appreciated. We look forward to a cooperative effort in devel
oping a management plan that achieves our common objectives. 

With kind regards, 

- since~e'T 

c:2?~ 
Governor 

BG/rkb 

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 



State of Florida 

BOB GRAHAM 
Governor 

GEORGE FIRESTONE 
Secretary of State 

JIM SMITH 
Attorney General 

GERALD A. LEWIS 
Comptroller 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES BILL GUNTER 
Treasurer 

DR. ELTON J. GISSENDANNER 
Executive Director 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32303 

Ms. Sharon C. Keene 
Chief, Rivers & Trails Division 
Southeast Region 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Ms. Keene: 

September 30, 1983 

DOYLE CONNER 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

RALPH D. TURLINGTON 
Commissioner of Education 

Reference is made to the draft environmental impact statement 
prepared by the National Park Service concerning the proposed 
designation of the Myakka River as a component of the National 
Wild and Scenic River System. 

The Department of Natural Resources supports the designation of 
the Myakka along the lines set forth in Alternative A. It is 
our opinion that, short of acquiring an adequate river corridor, 
preservation of the river's natural and cultural values can 
best be accomplished by properly coordinating the public and 
private actions which affect the river. The proposed Myakka 
River Conunission, or a similar appropriate body, could provide 
the needed coordination and help ensure that the efforts of the 
various levels of government involved in managing the river, 
as well as those of the private sector, are brought to bear in 
a manner best calculated to protect the river and its associated 
natural values. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the study. We look 
forward to continuing our work with you toward achieving this 
important designation for the Myakka River. 

EJG/wpb 

Elton J. Gissendanner 
Executive Director 

DIVISIONS / ADMINISTRATION BEACHES AND SHORES LAW ENFORCEMENT MARINE RESOURCES 
RECREATION AND PARKS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT STATE LANDS 



State of Florida 

BOB GRAHAM 
Governor 

GEORGE FIRESTONE 
Secretary of State 

JIM SMITH 
Attorney General 

GERALD A. LEWIS 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Comptroller 

BILL GUNTER 
Treasurer 

DR. ELTO:\ J. GISSENDAN:\ER 
Executive Director 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee. Florida 32303 

Mr. Robert M. Baker 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street S.W. 
Atlanta GA 30303 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

DOYLE CONNER 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

RALPH D. TURLINGTON 
Commissioner of Education 

Myakka River State Park 
Rt 1, Box 72 
Sarasota FL 33583 

October 14, 1983 

Thank you for the provision of the latest draft of the Myakka River 
"Draft Wild and Scenic Study/Environmental Assessment". 

Designation, Alternative A, continues to be the only action which I be
lieve will provide the necessary protection and recognition which the 
Myakka River deserves. It is doubtful that designation would precipitate 
any commercial or residential development pressures as noted in the 
draft. The river is already a nationally recognized resource owing to 
its natural beauty and the abundant wildlife - both of which are admir
ably documented in the draft. My knowledge of Florida's growth rate and 
economic priorities cause me to adhere to "Alternative A" to ensure that 
the umbrella of protection offered by "Wild and Scenic" designation 
comes to fruition. 

If a "Myakka River commission" is established at some point in time it 
would be beneficial to have the park manager of Myakka River State Park; 
or, the Division of Recreation and Parks, District VI Biologist sit on 
this committee. Perhaps future drafts could include suggested com
mittee members. 

Other comments which I have concerning the last draft are directed at 
corrections needed - most are typographical in nature but some are cor
rections which are needed to rectify errors. 

DIVISIONS I ADMINIS'rRATION LAW ENFORCEMENT MARINE RESOURCES 
RECREATION AND PARKS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT STATE LANDS 



Mr. Robert M. Baker 
10/14/83 
page two 

Corrections needed are: 

Page 1 - 2, 

Page 2 - 4, 

Page 3 - 3, 

Page 3 - 12, 

Page 3 - 15, 

Page 3 - 17, 

Page 3 - 23, 

2nd sentence. Reads - "The eastern side of the 
river ... ". This should read "The western side .... " 
As the MacArthur tract is wholely on the east side 
of the river and the west side will not be included 
if this purchase is made. 

Map shows Bog Island Campsite and should read Bee 
Island Campsite. 

3rd paragraph, 4th line - Glay Gully needs to be 
changed to Clay Gully. 
5th paragraph - this paragraph states that Upper 
Myakka Lake is stabilized by a low level impound
ment which restricts flow only at times of very low 
water levels. This weir has been circumvented for 
some time by a set of culverts and presently does 
not restrict any flow. In this same paragraph Van
deripe Slough is spelled as "van der Ripe Slough" 
two times. The privately constructed dike referred 
to was constructed by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the late 1930's with an extension added on 
in the late 1940's at the recommendation of the Soil 
Conservation Service. 

4th paragraph, 8th line - helgramites, not helgramits. 

3rd paragraph, 5th line - agriculture, not argiculture. 

Last paragraph, 3rd line - hurricane, not hurrican. 

1st paragraph, 2nd line - State Road 780, not 730. 

Figure 2 (follows page 3 - 26) - It would be preferable if the 
proper name of the park, Myakka River State Park, 
would be used rather than Myakka State Park. 

Again, thank you for providing a copy of the draft. If I can be of further 
assistance please advise. 

sinceaA ~ 
Captain Robe~ye 
Park Manager 

RD/bh 
cc:Major John Baust, District VI Manager 

Captain Ken Alvarez, District VI Biologist 
Park file 



FLORIDA GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION 

WILLIAM G BOSTICK, JR. CECIL C. BAILEY C. TOM RAINEY D.V.M. THOMAS l. HIRES SR. J.H. BAROCO 

Pensacola Chairman, Winter Haven Vice Chairman, Jacksonville 

ROBERT M. BRANTLY, Executive Director 
F. G. BAN KS, Assistant Executive Director 

Ms. Sharon C. Keene, Chief 
Rivers and Trails Division 
Southeast Region 

Miami 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Ms. Keene: 

Tampa 

FARRIS BRYANT BUILDING 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

November 22, 1983 

Re: Draft Myakka Wild and Scenic 
River Study L58-(SER-PT) 

The Off ice of Environmental Services of the Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission has reviewed the Draft Wild and Scenic River Study 
for the Myakka River, and recommends implementation of Alternative A. 
This proposal would designate, as a state-administered component of the 
National Wild and Scenic River System, the 12-mile river segment within 
Myakka River State Park. Such designation would further recognize the 
outstanding natural resources of this river, and compliment the manage
ment practices currently exercised within the park by the Florida Depart
ment of Natural Resources. National designation may also provide greater 
impetus to state and local programs for river corridor acquisition or 
additional resource protection along portions of the river outside of the 
state park. We endorse the establishment of a Myakka River Commission 
as outlined, and would be glad to provide additional input or assistance 
upon request. 

Please call me if we may be of further assistance. 

RMB/RF/ms 

Sincerely, 

~~?Jt~~ 
Colonel Robert M. Brantly 
Executive Director 



®/~~ 
STATE OF FLORIDA ( ~f~ A.e{lW) FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & CONSUMER SERVICES 

'--11" If- "'--" 
DOYLE CONNER, COMMISSIONER * 3125 CONNER BLVD. TALLAHASSEE 32301 

FM 
OSL 
Myakka 
River 

Ms. Sharon C. Keene, Chief 
Rivers and Trails Division 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Southeast Regional Office 
75 Spring Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Ms. Keene: 

September 16, 1983 

This is in reference to your letter of September 2, 1983, concerning 
the Draft Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study and Environmental Assessment. 

We have reviewed the draft study report and feel it provides the necessary 
information for a report of this type. It is well done, and we do not 
have any significant revisions. When considering the history and location 
of the Myakka River, and after reviewing the draft study, it is our 
recommendation that Alternative B be pursued. Designation as a Florida 
Wild and Scenic River would seem appropriate since the twelve miles to 
be designated initially are with:i.n the boundaries of Myakka River State 
Park. 

Please recontact us if you need additional information. 

Division of Forestry 
904/488-4274 



September 30, 1983 

Mr. Walter O. Kolb 

FLDRIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
George Firestone 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, 
HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
(904) 488-1480 In Reply Refer To: 

~-
Mr. Frederick P. Gaske 
Historic Sites Specialist 
(904)487-2333 

Off ice of the Governor 
The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

RE: Your Memorandum and Attachment of September 19, 1983 
Cultural Resource Assessment Request 
SAI FL8309070306; Draft Wild and Scenic Study/Environmental 
Assessment for Myakka River, Florida 

Dear Mr. Kolb: 

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., 
Part 800 ("Procedures for the Protection of Historic and 
Cultural Properties"), we have reviewed the above referenced 
project for possible impact to archaeological and historical 
sites or properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the 
National Re~ister of Historic Places. The authorities for 
these proce ures are the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) as amended by P.L. 91-243, P.L. 
93-54, P.L. 94-422, P.L. 94-458 and P.L. 96-515, and Presiden
tial Executive Order 11593 ("Protection and Enhancement of the 
Cultural Environment"). 

In our letter of June 1, 1981 (see enclosure), we identi
fied archaeological and historic resources located within the 
study area. Since the area would be managed for preservation 
purposes, the inclusion of the Myakka River in the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System would afford protection for any cultural 
resources located within the area proposed for such designation. 

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office that the proposed 
action would have no adverse effect on any sites listed, or eligible 
for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places, or other
wise of national, state or local significance. 

If you have any questions concerning our conunents, please 
do not hesitate to contact us. 

FWRIDA-State of the Arts 



Mr. Walter O. Kolb 
September 30, 1983 
Page Two 

Your interest and cooperation in helping to protect Florida's 
archaeological and historical resources are appreciated. 

Gh"P:Geb 

cc: Sharon C. Keene 

Enclosure 

si7e1y, 0 
E~ . It; ·!7fe. 
G~. Percy · 
State Historic 
Preservation Officer 



COUNTY OF SARASOTA 
FLORIDA 

B 0 ARD 0 F COMMISSIONERS 

October 12, 1983 

COMMISSIONERS: 
JERRY L. HENTE ·DISTRICT 1 

JIM GREENWALD· DISTRICT 2 

MABRY CARLTON, JR. ·DISTRICT 3 

JEANNE MC ELMURRAY ·DISTRICT 4 

ROBERT L. ANDERSON •DISTRICT 5 

ED MARONEY· COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

Robert M. Baker, Regional Director 
U.S. National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

P.O. BOX 8 

SARASOTA, FLA. 33578 
PHONE: 8131365-1000 

Sarasota County can support Alternative "A" of the draft Wild & Scenic 
Study - Myakka River. We feel that designating the twelve-mile segment 
within Myakka River State Park as a state-administered component of the 
National Wild & Scenic Rivers System and opening the door for additional 
eligible segments of the river as components of the National System in 
response to local and state initiatives, would be a proper action. 

As you probably know, Sarasota County has taken many steps to afford 
the Myakka River meaningful protection. For your review and considera
tion, I am enclosing Ordinance #82-94/Resolution #82-200 (i.e. environ
mental covenants for the Ringling-MacArthur Reserve), our new mining 
ordinance, a proposed amendment to the Environmental Section of APOXSEE, 
the recently-adopted transfer of development rights ordinance, the 
Environmental Element of APOXSEE which protects every wetland habitat 
adjacent to the Myakka, the newly-adopted tree protection ordinance, 
and a proposed new wetlands protection ordinance. 

At the same time, the Board of County Commissioners has a responsibility 
to provide Sarasota County with a dependable and safe supply of potable 
water. This past November, the citizens of Sarasota County voted (with 
a margin of 2-to-1) for a $30 million bond issue to purchase the Ringling~ 
MacArthur tract for water, recreation and open space. After extensive 
studies, the Ringling-MacArthur tract was identified as a source of 
economically-treatable water, which would help meet our burgeoning needs 
well into the 21st century. One of the considerations that made the 
Ringling-MacArthur tract attractive was it's juxtaposition to the Myakka 
River. Our engineers and environmental consultants indicate that the 

- continued -



Robert M. Baker 
October 12, 1983 
Page 2 

excess floodwaters from the Myakka River may be a possible source of 
water to be used in conjunction with the surficial water on the ad
jacent Ringling-MacArthur tract. Before making that decision, however, 
extensive environmental reviews would have to be completed. We may 
or may not be able to utilize the river as a source of potable water. 
In addition, the Water Management District may or may not permit us 
to utilize the river. However, we could not support Alternative "A" 
if that would preclude us from even considering the Myakka River as 
a source of potable water. If we did use it, we would not be consi
dering any kind of a dam as a part of that process. At this point, 
the worst case scenario would include an unobtrusive, environmentally
acceptable, off-stream reservoir and/or possibly a subterranean hy
drological connection (perhaps using existing sands) between the well
f ield and the Myakka River. 

In giving you our support of Alternative "A", we do so assuming that 
there will be no impact of Alternative "A" on the above potable water 
considerations. 

For your use, please find attached our staff's review of your draft 
document. As you can see, we are very interested in seeing this docu
ment be the very best product possible. I think you will find that 
the comments reflect an indepth review of the draft. Should you have 
any technical/scientific questions, please contact Dr. Lincer (813) 
365-1000 Ext. 2403. 

If we can be of any further assistance, please let me know. I look 
forward to seeing the final report. 

Chairman 

RLA/JLL/tdd 

cc: Dr. Lincer, Scientific Advisor 
Mr. Dye, Superintendent, M.R.S.P. 



October 13, 1983 
Date 

REVIEW 

of the 

National Park Service's 

DRAFT WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY: 

THE MYAKKA RIVER 

by 

Sarasota County Staff 

Jeffrey L. Lincer, Ph.D. 
Coordinator 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In response to the Board's request for a review of the National 
Park Service's document, entitled "Draft Wild and Scenic Rivers Study: 
Myakka River", the County Scientific Advisor coordinated said review. 
Chapters and subject matter were divided according to established res
ponsibilities and skills (see attached matrix - Appendix A). 

The review is divided into general comments, specific/technical 
comments and attachments. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Staff agrees with Alternative A (discussed on pages 1-3 and 1-4). 
Basically, the proposed action is that the twelve-mile segment of the 
river within the Myakka River State Park be included as a state
administered component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System; 
this section be classified as a combination of "wild" and "scenic", 
and; if additional segments of the river become eligible, as local and 
state initiatives to provide permanent protection of the river corridor 
are implemented, those segments would be designated as components of 
the national system. To help coordinate these efforts, a Myakka River 
Commission could be established. Finally, the management of all seg
ments of the river coming under special management should emphasize 
preservation of natural values and discourage intensive recreational 
use and federal agencies would be required to support, in their planning 
and projects, the preservation of the Myakka River, as a National Wild 
and Scenic River. 

Staff feels that this alternative could be supported as long as 
the limited designation within the state park would not, in any way, 
preclude the county from considering the feasibility of using excess 
floodwaters from the Myakka River as part of the MacArthur tract well
field. Clearly, the County of Sarasota has taken the lead in protecting 
the Myakka River (see Appendix B - Ordinance #82-94/Resolution #82-200, 
new mining ordinance, amendment to APOXSEE, TDR ordinance, Environmental 
Element of APOXSEE, new tree protection ordinance, and proposed new 
wetlands protection ordinance). In fact, Sarasota County initiated the 
study of the Myakka River for possible inclusion in the Federal Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Program. 

Although the proposed Alternative A is a long way from U. S. 
Representative Bafalis' nomination of the entire 66-mile length of the 
My_akka for Wild and Scenic River designation, the designation of the 
12 miles of the river already within the state park does provide some 
real potential benefits. The need for regional perspective in pro
tecting the Myakka, involving upstream (Manatee County) and downstream 
(Charlotte County) areas as well as Sarasota County is recognized 
throughout the draft study. The recommended alternative provides for 
the establishment of a Myakka River Commission to represent the three
county Myakka River area. This commission would be represented by a 
cross section of the various communities and special interests groups, 
much like the Governor's Charlotte Harbor Resource and Planning Manage
ment Committee. Given the success of that committee, and a similar 
one working on the Loxahatchee (Palm Beach County), there is reason 
for optimism relative to the Myakka River Commission. 

Designation may also offer some upstream protection for the Myakka 
from phosphate mining in Manatee County. However, designation could 
possibly create difficulties in considering the Myakka River as part 
of a potable water source program in Sarasota County. Although both 
issues are touched upon in the draft study, no definitive statements 
are made by the Park Service. Should designation inhibit or preclude 
considering the Myakka in connection with the Ringling-MacArthur tract, 
as a potable water supply, a conflict with the Sarasota County Potable 
Water Plan, included in the County Comprehensive Plan, would result. 



SPECI?IC/TL:C?.:\ICAL cmi:.lENTS 

Page 1-1, Finding 1 - Staff disagrees with the statement that ... 
"Myakka River upstream of county road 780 does not possess the out
standing remarkable values". This portion of the river provides 
fish and wildlife habitat, especially for the threatened Florida 
Sandhill Crane. It is historically valuable because it represents 
the original waterway and meanders through two extensive native 
habitats (i.e. Flatford Swamp and Tatum Sawgrass). Local citizens 
and governments have expressed concern about the phosphate mining 
interests along this stretch of the river and references to the 
necessity "to assure adequate water quality and quantity for the 
remainder of the river downstream" should be expanded to explain 
what kinds of special management are contemplated and who would 
develop and implement such special management measures. Additional 
comprehensive study is apparently needed prior to deciding whether 
the Myakka River north of State Route 780 should be included in or 
deleted from the National Wild and Scenic Rivers designation. 

Page 1-3, Pro~osed Action 3 - Relative to the establishment of a 
Myakka Riverommission, it is important to recognize the key role 
that Sarasota County could play in such a commission. This local 
government has completed a comprehensive review of scientific and 
technical studies involving the Myakka River, has hosted several 
workshops and through its own efforts, actually initiated considera
tion of this river for Wild and Scenic status. 

Page 1-8, Outstandingly Remarkable Recreational Values - Staff agrees, 
wholeheartedly, that recreation on the river should be limited by 
carrying capacity and is particularly pleased to see that the concerns 
of riparian landowners has been highlighted in this section. 

Page 1-12, Paragraph 1 - On lines two and four, reference is made to 
the Ringling-MacArthur tract running along the west side of the Myakka 
River and the eastern side of the river not being included in this 
tract. In fact, the Ringling-MacArthur tract runs along the east 
side of the Myakka River and the western side of the river would not 
be included in this tract. 

Page 1-12, Paragraph 2, last sentence - Perhaps reference to the 
"state-administrative component" should be expanded to include likely 
roles of the county and/or a multi-agency colll!Ilission. 

Page 2-2 Paragraph 3 - Reference is made to the protective role of 
Section 7 of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, as it relates to stream 
segments being studied for potential inclusion or which have already 
been included in the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System. As staff 
and others have indicated to the National Park Service, the Ringling
MacArthur tract, after successful condemnation, will be developed as 
a source of potable water and, in addition, for recreation and open 
space. As part of the development of a water supply on the Ringling
MacArthur Reserve, it is anticipated that the Myakka River will be, 
at least, considered as part of a comprehensive water management and 
supply system. Although the river would not be utilized if unacceptable 
environmental impact were identified, staff would like a clarification 
on what, if any, impact designation of the river within the Myakka 
River State Park would have on the county's ability to, at least, con
sider the MyaL'~a as part of this water supply development. 

Page 2-4, Paragraph 4, last two sentences - It should be recognized 
that any possible increase in use of the state park will probably be 
more than offset by the development of the Ringling-MacArthur Reserve, 
as a recreational area. 

Pa~e 2-7, Current Land Use Regulation 4 - This paragraph should be 
up ated to address the adoption of the revised tree protection ordinance 
(Ordinance #83-44; see Appendix B). Footnote #2, referencing APOXSEE 
as the source of the possible 200-foot vegetation buffer should be 
corrected. While a 200-foot "no clearing of vegetation zone" is a 
commendable idea, it does not appear in APOXSEE. This section on 
development policy should also be revised to include the environmental 
management guidelines (V B.1.2.) which specifically address the Myakka 
River and other sections which address all the native habitats along 
the river (see Appendix B). 



Page 2-8, Management Objective #2 - Staff proposes that this ob
jective be expanded to consj.der restricting recreational access of 
boats en the upper Myakka River to the Myakka River State Park. Further, 
consideration should be given to restricting motorized boats to some 
appropriate section of the river, perhaps below river mile #18 (Snook 
Haven) or river mile #23 (First Residential Development). 

Page 3-5, Water Quality - Staff recoaunends that the Federal 201 Study 
of Myakka Lake, just completed by the Mote Marine Laboratory, be used 
to update analysis of Myakka River water quality. 

Page 3-7, Table G-1 - The County's Pollution Control Division has a 
great deal of chemical data not included in this table that would 
be made available upon request. 

Page 3-5, Paragraph 4 - There are many mangrove islands in the river, 
south of river mile #12 (U.S. Highway 41 crossing) that serve as im
portant bird rookeries for herons, egrets and ibis in the Sarasota
Charlotte County coastal areas. Mention should be made of this. The 
County Historian has access to a turn-of-the-century photo that could 
be made available for the final report (see Appendix C). 

Page 3-11, Paragraphs 3, 4, 5, and 6 - These vegetated associations, 
that line the river, are protected, very specifically, by the Environ
mental Element of APOXSEE. Reference is only made to state protection 
by the Florida DER. In actuality, more specific and greater protection 
is provided by Sarasota County regulations (see Appendix B). 

Page 3-12, Threatened and Endangered Species - See Appendix D for table, 
entitled "Sarasota County's Special Species and Their Preferred Habitat". 
For cross-reference to federal and state protective status of these 
species, a second table, entitled "Sarasota County's Special Species 
and Their Status" is also in Appendix D. 

Page 3-15, Paragraph 5 - Reference is made to the State of Florida 
regulating the phosphate mining. It should be noted that the local 
mining ordinance of Manatee and Sarasota County are far more stringent 
than the state regulations. It should also be noted that repeated 
water quality violations and spills are recorded at the Beker Mine. 
Unfortunately, the initiation of the Beker Mine preceeded some of the 
more recent environmentally-protective regulations. 

Page 3-18, Paragraphs 1 & 2 - Considerations, involving historical and 
archaeological aspects,are lacking in many ways. There is not nearly 
enough emphasis placed on the great potential for locating archaeological 
sites along the shoreline of the Myakka River. No mention is even 
made of the important Little Salt and Warm Mineral Springs, which are 
nearby. 

Page 3-19, Paragraph 2 - There is no mention of the river's original 
name, "Asternal River". Similarly, there is no mention of the ledgen
dary "Miakka Gold Hole", the Knights, the Handcocks, the Murphys or 
others who grazed cattle in large numbers on both sides of the Myakka, 
beginning as early as 1860. There is no mention of Jesse Knight's 
famous cattle pen, bordered on the east by the Myakka River for nearly 
three miles. 

Page 3-19, Paragraph 2 - There is a distinct error in this paragraph. 
The early community that is described is not Myakka City; it is Miakka, 
known today as Old Mi~kka. Myakka City is a town established by the 
railroad around~l'b, clearly 50 years after the first-settlers founded 
Miakka. 

Page 3-19, Population - The demographic data included in Table 4 does 
not correspond to the final 1980 U.S. Census Counts. Corrections are 
provided (see next page). These corrections are based upon the latest 
U.S. Census data we have available. 

Page 3-20, Table 5 (Population Projections) - The University of Florida 
publishes revised population projections each year. Since the 1983 
addition is now available, we would recommend that Table 4 and the 
relevant text be updated accordingly. Note that APOXSEE u~ilized the 
University of Florida populations projections published in 1978 and 
these were lower than the later University of Florida projections. 



Table 4 

Population Change 1970-80, U.S. and Study Area 

197Q 19 B Q . .'.:han~e l 

United States Total 203,302,000 ii"1;"11B;eee + i8":"9~ 
226,504,825 + 11.H 

Florida Total 6,791,418 9;519;965 + "1h0~ 
9,746,324 + 43.0t 

Study Area 245,0Bi "1B9;BBB .. 67.0% 
409,153 

Manatee County 97, 115 148,442 + 52.9% 

Sarasota County 120,413 202,251 .. 68.0~ 

Charlotte County 27,559 59;H5 +H·h5~ 
58,460 -+112. H 

Source: 1980 U.S. Census of Housing and Population 



Page 3-21, Economy - The statement that Sarasota County had the 
highest per capita income in Florida in 1979 is not valid. According 
to APOXSEE's Economy Chapter (page 323), in 1977, Sarasota had the 
highest per capita income based upon U.S. Department of Commerce data 
published in 1979. In actuality, Palm Beach County had the highest 
per capita income in 1979, with Sarasota County coming in second. 

Page 3-23, Land Use Controls - The second sentence should be amended 
to read that APOXSEE was adopted June 30, 1981, by the Sarasota County 
Board of County Commissioners (County Ordinance #81-30). In addition, 
the last sentence should be alterred to indicate the consultants have 
been hired to develop the appropriate buffer criteria. 

Page 3-25, Riverfront Zoning/Sarasota County - A key to the zoning 
ordinance district acronyms and the maximum densities allowed in each 
zoning district should be provided if this graphic is to be meaningful. 
Also, similar information and maps for Charlotte and Manatee counties 
would seem appropriate. 

Page 3-26, Land Ownership - The purchase of the Venetia tract by the 
Berry Investment Group is significant enough to justify an update of 
this section of the draft study since: 1) this tract has three miles 
fronting the Myakka River, and; 2) a preapplication meeting for an 
Application for Master Development Approval (AMDA) has been held al
though Berry Investments has withdrawn the original proposal. 

Some misspellings - Glay Gulley should be flay Gulley; van der Ripe 
Slough should be Vanderipe Slough, and: McArthur Tract should be 
MacArthur tract. 

Page 4-1, Alternative A Proposed Action - Paragraph 1 - Again, staff 
requests clarification on the impact of designating the river within 
the State Park on considering the downstream portion of the Myakka 
River as part of a comprehensive, and environmentally-acceptable, 
potable water source development program (i.e. on the Ringling-MacArthur 
Reserve). 

Page 4-5, Paragraph 1 - The last sentence indicates that the counties 
could adopt impact assessment procedures similar to those of the state. 
In fact, this is already being done in Sarasota County through the 
Environmental Element of APOXSEE (copy attached). All development 
proposals (whether rezoning, special exception, site and development 
review, preliminary plat, sector plans, etc.) are reviewed through a 
specific habitat-based regulatory program. 

Page 4-5, Paragraph 2 - To update this paragraph, it should be mentioned 
that the transfer of development rights ordinance has already been 
adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (copy attached - see 
Appendix B) . 

Page 4-5, Fish and Wildlife - Staff disagrees that there would be 
very little difference in the impact on fish and wildlife habitat 
between Alternatives A and B for the river corridor segment within 
the state park. This is primarily because of the increased protection 
we would hope to get from upstream land use changes, in particular 
phosphate mining and large developments. In addition, designation 
itself would provide: 1) impetus for other protective mechanisms, 
and; 2) a springboard for the ultimate inclusion of other sections of 
the river, hopefully including upstream portions. 

Page 4-7, Paragraph 2, line 2 - As indicated, the County's Comprehensive 
Plan identified the Myakka as a potential water supply source. In 
that it is just a potential, staff suggests that the next sentence 
be changed to read " ... a reservoir might be constructed to capture 
the excess flow". 

General comments on this chapter - None of the scenarios seem to address 
the main water quality problems identified on page 3-10 or prevent future 
water quality problems from urban development. Nor do Alternatives 
A or B address the potential impact on the county's needs to develop 
the Ringling-MacArthur Reserve as a multiple-use wellfield, which 
would include considering the Myakka River as an adjunct potable water 
source. 



Additional County Input 

Although all county staff would certainly be available for 
additional assistance, our County Historian, John McCarthy, is 
especially anxious to work with the National Park Service staff 
in an effort to provide additional and necessary input on the 
historical and archaeological aspects of the river. We antici
pate that such a review will be supplied to the National Park 
Service by early November. 
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MANATEE COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

~ovember 22, 1983 

Mr. Robert M. Baker, Reg i onal Director 
U.S . National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

The Manatee Coun ty Board of County Commissioners has considered the 
alternative actions for designat ion of a section of the Myakka River 
as a Wild and Scenic River as presented in the July, 1983 draft 
report by the National Park Service. It is the opinion of this Board 
and our staff that the optimum protect ion of the Myakka River can be 
accompl ished through Alt ernative B. This alternative includes the 
same protective measures as Alter native A except that the Myakka 
would not be included in the Nat i onal System. 

An important reason for our choice of Alternative B over Alternative 
A is our observation that effort s of State and local governments to 
protect water resources in Manatee County and the Tampa Bay Region 
have been much more effectiv e t ha n any federal actions. For example, 
the recent des ignation of the Li t tle Manatee River as an Outstanding 
Florida Water and the reclassification of the entire Lake Manatee 
Watershed as CJass IA waters r epresented significant steps to prot ect 
those waterbodies. The same kind of joint local, regional , and state 
effort which made those a ccompli s hments possible can be applied to 
the Myakka River most effectively through Alternative B. 

We appreciate the opportunity t o comment on the draft report and 
look fo rward to seeing the final report. 

EWC :RME:jk 

cc: Di ck Eckenrod 

Sincerely, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

~~~.~~\.St_ 
Edward W. Chance 
Chai rman 

Phosphate Mining Coordina t or 

EDWARD W. CHANCE • WESTWOOD H. FLETCHER, JR. • PATRICIA M. GLASS • KENT G. CHETLAIN • VERNON E. VICKERS 

P. 0 . Box 1000, Bradenton , Florida 33506 



OFFICE OF 

BUREAU OF RECREATION 

649 W. LIVINGSTON STREET 

ORLANDO, P'LORIDA 

32801. 1497 

September 20, 1983 

Sharon c. Keene, Chief 
Rivers and Trails Division -
Southeast Region 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
75 Spring Street, Southwest 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Ms. Keene: 

TELEPHONE 

(305) 849·ZZ88 

we have received the draft copy of the Myakka Wild and Scenic 
River Study and Environmental Assessment which you forwarded 
for our review. Due to Orange County/City of Orlando being 
so far removed from the study subject area and our staff 
being unfamiliar with the site, the bureau does not feel that 
a feasible and justifiable review can be made. We are, there
fore, returning the study for your future use and distribution. 

we would appreciate the opportunity to assist the Department 
of the Interior in the future with any project relative to 
the Orlando/Orange County area. 

Most cordially, 

Q~~ ~~ 
Don w. Wilson, Bureau Chief 
Bureau of Recreation 

DWW: st 

Enclosure 

cc: Tom Farnsworth, Director of Parks and Recreation 
William Haycock, Assistant Bureau Chief of Recreation 
File 



SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DIS I RICf 
2379 BROAD STREET, BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 33512-9712 

PHONE (904) 796-7211 SUNCOM 684-0111 

• BRUCE A SAMSON. Cila1r111Jn. Tampa • Wm. 0 STUBBS. JR .. Vice Chairman, D<1rle Cttv • 
• JAMES H I\ IMBROUGH, Secretarv. Brooksvill<' • RONALD 13. LAMBE RT, Treasurer. WaC1ch11/a • 

• DONALD R CRANE. JR, Ass1stJlll Secrctarv. St. Petersburg • MARY A. KUMPE, Assistant Treas11rer, S;ir.1suta • 
•WALTER H. HAR KALA, Plant Ciry • JACK STRAUGHN, Winter Haven • MICHAE:L ZAGORAC, JR. Bellea1r, 

• GARY W KUHL Executive Director • STEPHEN A WALKER, General Counsel• 
• JAMES M. HARVEY, Deputv Executive Director • 

November 15, 1983 

Mr. Robert M. Baker 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

SUBJECT: Myakka River; Draft Wild & Scenic River Study 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

The staff of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 
has reviewed the above referenced Draft Wild & Scenic River Study 
for the Myakka River. Based on this review, the SWFWMD has no 
adverse comments on the study as presented. 

Please be advised that this review reflects staff opinion only and 
not that of the District Governing Board. 

Thank you for this opportunity to participate in this review; and if 
I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

PHILLIP W. WALDRON, Planner 
Planning & Performance Evaluation 

PWW:kag 

CONSERVE WATER TODAY FOR TOMORROW 



Southwest Florida. Regional Planning Council 

2121 West First Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33901 (813)334-7382 

October 25, 1983 

Mr. Robert M. Baker, 
Regional Director 

National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

RE: IC&R project #83-185 
D.O.I. #L58(SER-PT} 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

Draft Myakka Wild and Scenic River 
Study and Environmental Assessment 

In accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination and 
Review process, and the Council's adopted regional clearinghouse 
review procedures (Chapter 29I-5, F.A.C.}, the above-referenced 
draft study has been reviewed by this office and determined to be 
regionally significant. 

The Council staff supports Alternative "A" recommended in the study, 
provided this alternative does not preclude the use of the Myakka 
River, by Sarasota County, as a supplemental potable water supply 
source if this is found to be environmentally feasible. The en
closed comments from Sarasota County also indicate support of this 
alternative. 

This recommendation will be discussed at the next scheduled Council 
meeting. Should Council action differ from the staff recommenda
tion, you will be notified. 

Sincerely, 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL 

, -~1~~ 
~ayne E. D~ltry 

Executive Director 

WED/BD:vg 

Enclosure 



FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY 
L'.)4 East Sixth Avenue • Tallahassee, Florida 32303 • (904) 224-8207 

Robert M. Baker 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

November 29, 1983 

I have reviewed the Draft Wild and Scenic Study/Environmental 
Assessment for the Myakka River and would like to offer co111nents in 
behalf of the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. 

Although the Myakka River is not entirely pristine, much of the 
river remains in its natural state as a lotic system unique to Florida. 
For this reason I would offer support for Alternative A to designate 
the 12-mile segment within Myakka River State Park as a State-administered 
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. I would also 
support the inclusion of additional eligible segments, based on the 
importance of upstream areas in maintaining the integrity of the lower 
reaches of a riverine system. 

From my past experience in restoring degraded water bodies within 
the state, I can attest that any costs incurred in establishing the Myakka 
River as a Wild and Scenic River would be but a fraction of the cost 
required to attempt restoration of such a system once it was degraded or 
to perform, artificially, the natural functions which the river now 
provides. Therefore, from an economic standpoint as well as from an 
ecologic and aesthetic standpoint, Wild and Scenic status of the Myakka 
River is justified. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this important 
matter. If our office can be of assistance in the designation, please 
let me know. 

Brinson 
quatic Ecologist 

STB/bjm 

Tht> Nature Conservancy and the Florida Department of Natural Resources 
100'} re·< vc led p,q)('r 



October 19, 1982 

Mr. Robert M. Baker 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street 
SW Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

1-'. U. tiUX 14UUU, JUl\IU tit:ALt1, t· L .. l.l••Un 

FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 

RE: MY AKKA RIVER DRAFT WILD AND SCENIC STUDY /ENVIRONMENT AL 
ASSESSMENT 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

Florida Power & Light Company would like to comment on the National Park 
Services' proposal to include a portion of the Myakka River in the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System. It is our understanding that the designation would 
initially encompass only that portion of the River which is within the Myakka River 
State Park, but that additional segments could be added later. 

Florida Power & Light is an electric utility serving Charlotte, Manatee, 
Sarasota and 32 other Counties in Florida. Thus we have a major interest in 
proposals affecting the future growth and development of this area, and which 
could potentially represent a restrictive influence on the siting of electrical 
service foci lities. As you may know we currently own and operate a transmission 
line that crosses the Myakka River in the Myakka River State Park on a 160 foot 
wide right-of-way. This line is a vital part of our transmission system, and as such 
must be maintained, and if necessary, upgraded. FPL's continued use of this line 
and its right-of-way should not be restricted in any way by the designation. 
Moreover, although we currently have no plans for addi.tional transmission facilities 
that would cross the Myakka River, such a future possibility cannot be ruled out. 
In addition, future development in the eastern part of Sarasota County may 
necessitate the construction of distribution facilities in the River corridor. At 
present we recognize the future need to provide electrical service to Sarasota 
County's proposed public water supply development on the 33,000 acre McArthur 
tract which lies east of the Myakka River and south of SR 72. We are concerned 
that the proposed River corridor may result in an unintended barrier to essential 
utility facilities should the Wild and Scenic River protection program not 
recognize this possibility and provide for such facilities. 

We would like to stress that at present FPL has no specific plan to expand its 
facilities in or near the Park. Further, we recognize that the Myakka River has 
many outstanding environmental attributes that may qualify it for Wild and Scenic 
River status. Our comments 'should in no way be construed as opposing the 
designation. Rather, we would like to see a clarification in the program that the 
designation would not interfere with the issuance of permits for utility facilities. 

PEOPLE ... SERVING PEOPLE 



Mr. Robert M. Baker 
Page Two 
October 19, 1983 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Scenic River 
designation. If you have any questions concerning our comment, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

~truly, 

Thomas R. Fair, Manager 
Environmental Planning and Projects 

TRF:bh 



3130 Riviera Drive 
Sarasota, Florida 33582 

United States Dept. of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

November 30, 1983 

Re: Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study 
L58 (SER-PT) 

Attention: Sharon C. Keene 
Chief Rivers and Trails Division 

Dear Ms. Keene: 

The Conservation Committee of the Sarasota County Audubon 
Society has completed its review of the Parks Services draft 
of the Wild and Scenic River study completed in July 1983. 
The Sarasota Audubon Society strongly recommends inclusion of 
the Myakka River as part of the Wild and Scenic River system. 

We feel that this will provide the necessary protection 
for this important waterway in our County and provide the 
necessary habitat protection for the flora and fauna that 
abounds in this area. It is doubly important that this action 
be taken at this time, due to the tremendous growth which we 
are experiencing in this County. Development on the lower 
section of the Myakka river continues and will soon be encroach
ing on the recommended sectors of the river should this proposal 
not be adopted with all due speed. 

In conclusion, we strongly support the recommendations of 
the National Park Service in this endeavor. 

Sincerely Yours, 



General Development CorporatK>n 

October 28, 1983 

Mr. Robert M. Baker, Regional Director 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

W•yne L. Allen 
Senior Vice President and 

General Counsel 

We have reviewed your agency's draft Myakka Wild and Scenic 
River Study and support inclusion of the 12-mile segment 
within the Myakka River State Park as a State-administered 
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. We 
do, however, have some concerns and comments about your 
proposal to designate additional segments of the river in the 
future. Areas of particular concern to General Development 
Corporation are (1) the portion of the river designated 
eligible for future inclusions that lies in Sections 
1, 2, 11, 12, and 13, Township 40S, Range 20E in the City of 
North Port, Sarasota County; and (2) the portion of the river 
designated eligible for future inclusion that extends from El 
Jobean to the river's mouth in Charlotte County. The reasons 
for our concern and specific comments on the draft study are 
discussed below. 

1. The General Land Use Map on page 3-24 of the study 
should be modified to show General Development 
Corporation lands in the City of North Port and 
Charlotte County as urban uses rather than barren. 
While some areas may not have large numbers of 
homes constructed at present, most areas do have 
road and drainage infrastructure in place and local 
government comprehensive plans designate these 
areas for residential and commercial uses. The 
lots in this area have been sold to numerous 
individual lot purchasers. Urban growth is 
expected to take place in these areas. 

1111 South Bayshore Drive, Miami, Florida 33131 Telephone 305 350 1261 



2. In the first paragraph on page 3-30, the report 
states that "Below State Route 771 land adjacent to 
the river is State-owned." It is true that most of 
the land along the shore is in state ownership as 
General Development Corporation sold it to the 
Trust for Public Lands in the early 1970s. 
Nevertheless, General Development still owns 
approximately 450 acres of unplatted land in this 
area as well as the Gulf Cove Marina. This land is 
planned for residential and commercial development, 
some of which will take place around the Marina. 
We request, therefore, that this portion of the 
river be classified as recreational on the map on 
page 1-10 rather than scenic as the map currently 
shows. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the 
study. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Wayne Allen 
Senior Vice President 
General Counsel 

WA/tm 

cc: Margaret Gentle, Mayor, City of North Port 
Steve Bostwick, Chairman, Charlotte County Commission 



hr. Hobert 1-;. Baker, Hegional -::_)irector 
~ational Park service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia, 30303 

i)ear i•lr. Baker: 

October 5, 19U3 

You have asked for comments on the draft study of the 
hyakka H.i ver preparatory to its inclusion into the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers system. 

_1.~l though our Association comprises a group of folks who 
live in a segment along the river where development and shoreline 
alteration has made that piece ineligible for inclusion in the 
Nations! system, we are wholeheartedly and unanimously behind the 
attempt to see that those segments that do qualify for inclusion in the 
sytem, be included as rapidly as possible. 

he represent a group of homeowners 285 strong who have, to 
a man, expressed their strong desire to stand with the study 9roup for 
Alternative A~ that is, designation of the 12-mile segment within the 
Myakka River state Park as a state-administered component of the Na
tional Wild ana scenic River system~ that the State of Florida continue 
its current management practices protecting the natural and cultural 
qualities of the designated segment of the river within the f'·;yakka River 
state Park~ that the 37 miles of additional segments of the river be 
designated as components of the National System as soon as is possible~ 
and, that a river commission be established to coordinate efforts to 
conserve the r-:yakk a rzi ver area. 

~e are vitally interested in securing this river as a part 
of the f\l a ti on al !{i ver system without delay. 

'Ile would like to commend the five-membe~ team of preparer.::; 
wlw obviously worked very hard and thoroughly on the study. It is <3. 

fine job and is valuable to us all. We can only hope that the people 
will succed in this case over land-developers and the phosphate mining 
industry in the battle for nature over dollars, to preserve this marv
elous free-flowing river for all of us and for those yet to come. 

-1-



·rhank you for considerins the 1':lyakka R.iver remarkable 
enough to qualify for this program. We, who have ~een the manatee, 
heron, otter, eagle, and osprey along its banks, know what a treasure 
it is! 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ; c· ,_ .. 40. l. Ci_)\.-4:.. L'.LL ._., --~ 
, -<'ros,ph Dickerson, President 

JD/h 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY 

WASHINGTON, 0,C. 20250 

Honorable G. Ray Arnett 
Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Arnett: 

We appreciate the opportunity to review your draft wild and scenic 
study/environmental assessment for the Myakka River in Florida. 

We concur with the proposed action that a 12-mile segment within the Myakka 
River State Park be included as a State-administered component of the 
National Wild and Scenic River System. We agree with the findings that the 
12-mile section contains outstandingly remarkable ecological, fish, 
wildlife and recreation values which make this river segment a worthy 
addition to the system. 

One of the main concerns that we have is the way recreation has been 
addressed (outside the State Park). 'Ihe objective seems to be to 
discourage and control, or even prohibit recreation activities by using the 
restrictive powers of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 'Ihis is somewhat 
contrary to the purpose of the Act. If trespass and poaching are a problem 
on the private lands adjacent to the river, better management is needed, 
rather than prohibition or restrictions on use. Restrictions should be 
used to limit deterioration of the river values which made it eligible for 
_wild and scenic river status. 

'Ille report seems somewhat biased toward the private landowners, g1v1ng them 
exclusive rights to the river if it is designated, and denying public 
access to the river through private lands. There is no specific indication 
of the need for zoning, acquisition, or other controls on private land
owners (perhaps the State has this power). 

'Ihe description of the river corridor and watershed is well done. We would 
suggest adding a more thorough discussion of the carrying capacity and 
fragile nature of the river corridor. Include an evaluation of the 
relationship between river values, recreation use, and private land 
developments. 

'Illere is very little mention about fishing on the river; what species, how 
much fishing, potential, etc. We would suggest that additional information 
be included since it is listed as one of the outstandingly remarkable 
values. 



Honorable G. Ray Arnett 2 

!here is no economic analysis in the report. It would help to include an 
estimate of costs to manage the river as a wild and scenic river, and an 
indication of values that may be foregone. 1bis would be particularly 
important if additional segments of the Myakka River are proposed for 
designation as components of the national system (outside of the Myakka 
River State Park). 

We have listed some suggested editorial modifications for the study report 
on the enclosed pages. Also enclosed are comments from the SCS State 
Conservationist office in Gainesville, Florida, which were sent to our 
Forest Service regional office. 

Enclosures 



f~ 
CJp.~~j1)·1;n:'t 

~~Cf' 

~r. John E. Alcock 
Regional forester 
l!SOA-Farest Servke 
1720 Peachtree Rd. • f~H Suite 820 
Atlanta. G.A 30367 

Dear str. "lcod:: 

Stdte ~~.-f~t:1,;; 

40~ s. r:' ;"°\" .l>t ,:) ~,..,~·~" R1r\ 246 
Ga i~S\''! ~" C" fl ;;~;}01 

We have review:ed the dir~ft of tne My.a k<: fd11~1· ~h]ti .r.-d Sreak 5tivu Study 
irepgrt as requested in your Se~tember lO:P 19~! rn~spctMenc:e. \;Jr c~tetsts .. ~-'}~ 
a~ as fonows: 

L Th2 river 1s presently h~i~!! used by fanre,...s ane rar.cll..~rs :-:n·. in·ig~Cfan 
and livestock watEring. 'Ih!E: Land Use µortfai!! Qf thfa Yl:!pn:rt. '(page 4-0 
is inadequate. It <Ules oot descr'H>~ t.:1e -a:'f~ts ta fa:mers a.!00 ,,.am:t:ers ·-· 
with properties along the ri~Effu The~ ~hi ~ detriemmtal effects to 

· thetl and to those not direct 1 y on the ri ~e;r but *1 U$e witter fnJm th~ 
river for ljvestock water., ir:dgathm,. .:mtt freele p~t·jcna t.Z) citros;. '< · 

2. The third paragraph on ~ge 3-23 is an in~dP.QuJ.rite su.~·v-eg&n!in~ 
the river corridor us.e. A forage use invent..o;ry is r.eeded to; andyze .:·' '-7·· ;, 

the livestock use of the la!ld. Without such ~n imentory, a tnte m~ -' 
and effect detenmnatio~ canoot bi.? aed.20 · · 

3. This report is unclear',, e~d~11y chupter :n "fi.~tt'l itr. san,y ~:af~nm:~s ., 
to river mile ooriJers which are oot identified. cPJ amr of ~ maps. Other 
features referred to that should ~ '!der.it·iffod on the lo.:ation NP are 
Mya~ka Rfver State Park. Uing;itE: t.reek2 fl~troro SMe.t~!> llltlm 'Si-!•M-~.,. 
Gl•y Gully11 etco Without lucat.i~ the ~fots !>f dis,~~!:itmr- t~ lt\Zaa.tr 
cannot accurately determine the affoi:ted E;~,:v1rG~...tlte Its int~Jed '!e; ~Ms 
chapter. 

~. Page 3-3 (last para9raph}., There i:i w.!l'l.tio;"l t•f a. prh~t~1y ·~fil'.truct~ 
dam one-half Mile tJelO*I tl'te !~yakbi Rh'2r S~t~ ?~r~ .. out there -;s ~\I: 
indication if this pror.o~et'i ~ad a.ffact tJds .Zar.a T'll11£, rn~r."t s~oi.~--:o 
state "if the dam i..-ou1.d be ~intafo~~ rErnaved.., or 1~ft t.::: Mt.ur-~. H 
should also state the e~pec~ed em;iro~enu~ cff&t... The irep1)11·t sho1!lu 
a 1 so state the pr~sent p;Jrpo>e n:: the rJa.i~t- ~-



Mr. John f. Alcock .2 

. . . . 

5. Page 3·10 (beginning w;th last paragraph). There is a discussion 
regarding the problsa presented by the hydri11a growing within the> 
waters and that it can entirely choice out the ..aterway. ··The first' 
paragraph on the following page explains that this weed 'problm· .. is'. 
presently being handled. Th;s chapter should explain.· the effect' this.· 
proposal will have. Will the weed control program continue or be 
.abandoned? If abandoned, what will be the effec~s? · 

~ 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to review this report~· 

Sincerely, 

cc:. . . 
E1Rr Sauer, Ac: Palllltto AO 
Anthony Polizoes. oc. Palmetto ~ 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20310 

Honorable G. Ray Arnett 
Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Arnett: 

5 DEC 1983 

This is in response to your recent letter, requesting Department 
of the Army views on the draft report and environmental assessment on 
the Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study, Charlotte, Manatee, and 
Sarasota Counties, Florida. 

We have reviewed these documents and conclude that the several 
segments of the Myakka River identified in the report can be included 
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System as such action will not 
conflict with nor adversely affect flood control, navigation, or other 
programs or projects of the Corps of Engineers. In addition, we note 
that due to the nature of this action, no regulatory programs of the 
Corps of Engineers will need to be addressed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this draft report. 

Sincerely, 

--?£'db.~at 
William R. Gianelli 

Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Civil Works) 



Ms . Shir ~ ~ {fe~e. C~ief. 
Rivers ;.r l ··r31i:-; ~ivisi:;11 
Depa rti ... , . ,_. f t. he l nter·i or 
Nat ic1a· Park Service 
Southeast ~egional Office 
75 Spri n~. StY'eet Southwest 
At lar ~0crgia :~303 

Dear fi: \~.enc: 

so,J"iH .. n.ANflC DIVllilON , CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

5;J yr;·:.E ;;:, •.0:,10\lG., :JO l'-!C'.'01'1 STREET, S.W . 

.::.T:...: • ..;~;... QEOl'IGIA :;o;.03 

October l3, 1983 

,. ··triting in response to ycur request of September 2, 1983 for 
commen ~ 0n the Draft Myakka Wi1d afid Scenic River Study, Florida. 

, .. ._.oncut ·.:,ja t the .;evera; s2gments of the M_yakka River identified 
in the r2,Jcr-t :neet the e1~gibi'lity for ·Inclusion in the National Wild 
and Sc2,1·ic Rivers :;•stem Inclusion of the segments in the system will 
not ad·~ 3~~Y impa~t any existing or proposed Corps of Engineers projects. 

\,_ \pph:::c1ar.e the opportunity to review this report. 

Sincere1y9 

/ 

~.t~~ 
Maul~ 

Chief, Planning Division 



,,EDSr4 1 v"' f'"' 
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~ ~ ~ ; .. <,,;fT:t:C STATES ENV:RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
\ ff 

('f""" "'"' ~4tp11Cf1~" REGION IV 

St'? 2 

4PM-EA/CJD 

3J!i5 C:OU~TlA.ND STREET 
t.'l"L)id\ITA. GEORGIA 3036!5 

Mr. ~csert M. Baker 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
75 Sp~ing Street, S.W. 
Atlan~&r Georgia 30303 

Dear i"i,~. Baker~ 

We have completed our review of the Myakka River Draft Wild 
and Scen:ic Study/Environmental Assessment, Charlotteu Manatee, 
and s~~asota Counties, Florida. 

Based on our review, we support the inclusion into the National 
Wild and Scenic River System of those segments of the Myakka 
River specified in Alternative "A", with the provisions 
outlined on pages 21 through 28. We agree that the proposed 
plan offers the best opportunity of retaining the present 
conditions in the remaining undeveloped river system and will 
prese~ve water quality and wildlife values, which would 
other~ise be lost to the area, for future generations. 

If we may be of additional assistance, please contact us. 

Since;cely you!"sv 

., ' .j. 
/f// . r:.~ . ry~.. \{\f\.'Q....,;.....v.,.,_, 

--~1 f.<,JL~ ., '" 
.· 'I £', 

Sheppabctd N. Moore, Chief 
Env i r·:)r:>nen'<:.al Review Section 
Envircnmental Assessment Branch 



APPENDIX E 



BIO:rmICAL ASSESSMENT 

1. Describe ti.~ proposed project~ 

'l"he Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study was conducted p.lrsuant to the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-542, as amended. The 
National Park Service oonsiders 37 miles of the river eligible for 
inclusion in the National System based en its outstandingly remarkable 
sceni~, ecological, fish and wildlife, and recreational values. °!he 
National Park Service proposes that, ( 1) the 12-mile segment within 
the Myakka River State Park be included as a State-administered 
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System1 and 
( 2) additional eligible segments of the Myakka River be designated as 
components of the National System as local and State initiatives to 
provide permanent protection for the river corridor are implemented. 

State/County: Florida/Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota 

2. Was an environmental assessment (EA) prepared for this project? Yes 
or No. 

a. If yes, was an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) required? 
Yes or NJ. 

1. In process - expected oonpletion date 
~~~~~~~~ 

2. Draft oorrplete: 
Date nJcl.lllent Number 

3. Final c:onplete: 
Date Ibcument Number 

b. Were errlangered species mentioned as beiDj located within the 
project area? Yes or No. If yes, list them. 

Red-cockaded woodpecker 
Eastern brown pelican 
Southern bald eagle 
Peregrine falcon 
Bachman's warbler 
Florida panther 

c. Were threatened species rrentioned as being located within the 
project area? Yes or No. If yes, list them. 

American alligator 
Eastern Irrligo snake 



d. Did the project area encroach en a designated or pror::osed critical 
habitat? Yes or No. Ex"Plain. 

'Ihere would be ro habitat loss. 

3. Has the project been specifically discussed with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service ooncerning corrpliance with the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended? Yes or No. 

a. Date of discussion and evidence of oocumentation (attach all 
correspondence to this Biol09"ical Assessment). 

March 6, 1984 

b. Fish and Wildlife Service oontact person Mr. David Smith, 
EndangE-~red ~cies Coordinator, Vero Beach Office. 

4. When is the project scheduled to start? 

N/A. 

========:;:===================;:::~============================================ 

(Filled out by Region) 

1. Verification with USFWS: 

a. Date March 19, 1984 

b. Contacted Mr. David Smith ---
2. Impact of project oo endangered species, threatened species as 

critical habitat: 

(i) No effect 

b. 'Positive effect 

c. Negative effect 

3. Signature 

4. Corrments: 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION 

TWIN TOWERS OFFICE BUILDING 
2600 BLAIR STONE ROAD 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301-8241 

Mr. Neal G. Guse 
Acting Regional Director 
Southeast Region 

May 3, 1984 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

BOB GRAHAM 
GOVERNOR 

VICTORIA J. TSCHINKEL 
SECRETARY 

RE: Myakka River Wild and Scenic River Study/Environmental Assessment {WSRS/EA) 

SAI: FL8403221017C 

Dear Mr. Guse: 

The State of Florida hereby concurs with your consistency determina
tion. This concurrence is based on information set forth in the notification 
of proposed federal action and State agency comments thereon. Future 
consistency determinations may be required as more information is developed. 
15 CFR 930.37. Subsequent State consistency evaluations, if needed, 
will take previous State agency comments (attached) into account. 
Finally, failure to object should not be construed to mean the State 
agrees with the sufficiency of this or subsequent consistency determinations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review your project for consistency 
with Florida's Coastal Management Program. 

SJF /RSd 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

('~\~~--I~ 
Stephen J. Fox, Director \v 
Division of Permitting 

Protecting Florida and Your Quality of Life 
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