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SUMMARY

This study was undertaken at the direction of the Congress to determine
the potential of the Myakka River for inclusion in the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System. The 66-mile long Myakka River is located in
Manatee, Sarasota, and Charlotte Counties in southwest Florida. The study
found 37 miles of the river eligible for inclusion in the National System
based on its free-flowing condition and the outstandingly remarkable
scenic, ecologic, fish ad wildlife, and recreational values found in the
river ocorridor. Many of these values are preserved in a 12-mile segment
within the Myakka River State Park.

The study was conducted in close cooperation with federal, State, and
local agencies of government, particularly the Florida Department of
Natural Resources and the affected counties. The public was involved
throughout the study process through public meetings, public planning
workshops and numerous personal contacts and letters. Opinions expressed
reflected the interests of owners of riverfront property, industry and
environmental groups, and area residents,

Study participants identified outstandingly remarkable scenic, ecologic,
fish and wildlife, and recreational values in a 34-mile segment from
Route 780 south to the Sarasota-Charlotte County line (river mile 7.5) and
a 3-mile segment from river mile 3 to the river's mouth. The segment from
the Sarasota-Charlotte County line to river mile 3 possesses significant
natural resource and recreational qualities, however, the degree of
development and shoreline alteration in this reach of the river makes it
ineligible for inclusion in the National System.

Three alternatives were developed and evaluated in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Those three alternatives are
designation of a portion of the river as a wild and scenic river
{Alternative A), protection of the river without dJdesignation
{Alternative B), and no action {Alternative C}).

Alternative A is the recommended alternative and involves designation of
the 12-mile segment within the Myakka River State Park as a
State-administered component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. Additional eligible segments could be added to this designated
portion of the river as local and State initiatives to provide permanent
protection for the river corridor are implemented. A Myakka River
Commission to represent the three—county area and composed of landowners,
conservationists, business interests, and representatives of local
government. could be established to develop strategies for protecting the
river. There are numerous ways to institute a river basin commission.
Several options are discussed in this report.
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CHAPTER 1

PURPOSE OF STUDY AND CHARACTERISTICS WHICH MAKE THE AREA A WORTHY
ADDITION TO THE NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM

On October 2, 1968, the Congress enacted Public Law 90-542 which
established the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 1In Section 1(b)
of that Act Congress stated that:

"It is hereby declared to be the policy of the United States that
certain selected rivers of the Nation which, with their immediate
environments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational,
geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar
values, shall be preserved in free-flowing condition, and that they
and their immediate enviromments shall be protected for the benefit
and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Congress
declares that the established national policy of dam and other
construction at appropriate sections of the rivers of the United
States needs to be complemented by a policy that would preserve other
selected rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing ocondition
to protect the water quality of such rivers and to fulfill other
vital national conservation purposes.”

To carry out this policy, the Congress instituted the Wild and Scenic
Rivers System initially composed of eight rivers which were designated in
Section 3(a) of the Act. The Congress provided for additions to that
System in Section 5(a) by designating 27 potential wild and scenic rivers
which were to be studied. Subsequent amendments to the Act have increased
the number of rivers, or segments of rivers, in the National System to 61
and the number of study rivers to 88,

The Congress authorized a study of the Myakka River in an amendment to the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act on November 10, 1978. Section 5(a) states
that: "The following rivers are hereby designated for potential addition
to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System . . . {70} Myakka,

Florida.--The segment south of the southern boundary of the Myakka River
State Park."”

Section 4(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act specifies that a study
report shall acoompany proposals and recommendations submitted by the
President to Congress for addition to the National Wild and Scenic System.
Reports must set forth:

1. The area included within the report;

2. The characteristics which do or do not make the river a worthy
addition to the system;

3. The current status of landownership and use in the area;



4. The reasonably foreseeable potential uses of land and water which
would be enhanced, foreclosed, or curtailed if the area were included
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System;

5. The federal agency by which it is proposed the area, should it be
added to the System, be administered:

6. The extent to which it is proposed that such administration including
costs thereof, be shared by State and local agencies, and:

7. The estimated cost to the United States of acquiring necessary lands
and interests in land and of administering the area, should it be
added to the System. -

In accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA} of 1969, the impacts on the human and natural environment of
the proposed action, and the alternatives oonsidered, were assessed and
are discussed in this report. This report combines the wild and scenic
river study veport with an environmental assessment, as is enoouraged by
NEPA regulations, This report also serves as a oompliance document for
the National Historic Preservation Act, Public Law 89-665; the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act, Public Law 85-264 and the Floodplain and
Wetlands Executive Orders {E.O. 11988 and E.O, 11990).

In evaluating the Myakka's eligibility for the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, the authorized study area was extended to include the
Myakka River State Park and river area up to the oounty road 780 river
crossing (see Classification Map). Joint Department of Agriculture and
Department of the Interior quidelines for conducting wild and scenic river
studies provide for the expansion of the original study area either in
length or width as may be desirable to preserve and facilitate management
of river ecosystems, historic or archeological areas or other special

areas. The study team's rationale for extending the study area is as
follows:

1. The Myakka River State Park which encompasses approximately 12 miles
of the Myakka River, immediately adjoins the authorized study area, is
in public rather than private ownership, is presently managed in a
protective status, and is perhaps the most outstanding natural
resource area within the Myakka River system;

2. The river area immediately above the State park wp to the county road
780 crossing also exhibits many of the scenic, wildlife, and
recreation qualities of the state park. The County Road 780 crossing
provides a readily distinguishable physical boundary for the study
area.



Findings

The study of the Myakka River and its basin produced the following
findings:

1. The portion of the Myakka River upstream of county road 780 has mot
been studied in a comprehensive way but findings to date indicate that
this segment does not possess the outstandingly remarkable wvalues
necessary to qualify a river for inclusion in the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System. However, special management of this portion of
the river is necessary to assure adecquate water aquality and quantity
for the remainder of the river downstream.

2. The following segments of the Myakka River study area meet the
eligibility criteria described in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and,
therefore, qualify for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System.

a. The river segment from ocounty road 780 to the Sarasota/Charlotte
County line (approximately 34 river miles).

b. The river segment beginning approximately 1/2 mile south of oounty
road 771 (El Jobean area) to the river's mouth in the vicinity of
Hog Island (approximately 3 river miles).

The eligible river segments possess outstandingly remarkable scenic,
ecvlogic, fish and wildlife, and recreational values. The segment from
the Sarasota/Charlotte County line to the E1 Jobean area possesses
significant natural resource and recreational qualities, however, the
degree of development and shoreline alteration within this river segment
is judged to be inconsistent with the criteria for wild and scenic river
designation.

Proposed Action
To protect the free-flowing condition and outstandingly remarkable values

of the eligible segments of the river and the system as a whole it is
proposed that:

1. The 12-mile segment of the river within the Myakka River State Park be
included as a State-administered component of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System.

2. This segment be classified as a combination of "wild™ and "scenic" as
is indicated on the proposed Classification Map.

3. Additional eligible segments be designated as oomponents of the
National System as local and State initiatives to provide permanent
protection for the river oorridor are implemented. A Myakka River



Commission ocould be established to oordinate efforts to conserve the
remaining portions of the river.

4, The management of all segments of the river coming under special
management emphasize preservation of natural values and discourage
intensive recreation use,

5. PFederal agencies be required to support in their planning and projects
the preservation of the Myakka River as a national wild and scenic
river.

study Initiation

The Myakka River State Park was ane of several parks created in the early
1930's by the Department of the Interior's Civilian Conservation Corps.
In 1942 the Myakka River State Park became one of four State parks
comprising the State of Florida's park system. The Myakka River was
selected as a State park because of its exceptional natural beauty and
other envirommental values.

The Myakka River has remained relatively untouched by the rapid
development of south Florida over the past 2 decades. However, many
people have become concerned that phosphate mining and the rapid pace of
urban development will adversely impact the river,

On December 16, 1975, the Sarasota County Commission adopted a resolution
recognizing the outstanding values of the Myakka River and recommending
that Representative L. A. "Skip" Bafalis introduce legislation to add the
river to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

A bill to study the Myakka River for wild and scenic river designation was
first introduced to the Congress by Representative L. A, "Skip" Bafalis.
The National Park and Recreation Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-625) was
passed on November 10, 1978, and designated the portion of the Myakka
River south of the southern boundary of the Myakka River State Park for
study. Subsequently a bill was introduced by Representative Bafalis to
include the remaining portion of the river in the study. The Congress has
not acted on this bill.

Governmental and Organizational Interrelationships

The study was oconducted in close oooperation with other agencies of
government, particularly the Florida Department of Natural Resources and
the affected ocounties. Prior to formal initiation of the study, the
National Park Service held an organizational meeting with representatives
of local, State, and federal agencies in the study area. The purpose of
this meeting was to oonduct joint field work and identify issues of
concern as well as identify the potential roles of agencies assisting in
the study.
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Citizen Participation

Public involvement is an important aspect of any study process. It is the
policy of the Department of the Interior, ". . .to offer the public
meaningful opportunities for participation in decisionmaking processes
leading to actions and policies which may significantly affect or interest
them.”1/ The National Park Service policy on public participation in park
planning declares that, ". . .the Service will take positive actions to
involve the public as individuals and through public interest groups and
organizations at the earliest possible stage in the planning process
before planning decisions have been made."2/

The public participated throughout the study process in public meetings,
public planning workshops, and by numerous personal contacts and letters.
A oopy of a public information brochure summarizing the results of the
public planning workshops is provided in the Appendix and provides greater
detail on public response to the issues raised by the study. Many of the
comments and suggestions provided by the public have been incorporated in
the proposed alternative.
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Eligibility

The Myakka River was designated for study of its potential for inclusion
in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System through an anendment of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-542. The Act sets forth certain criteria
by which each candidate for the System is to be evaluated. In arder to be
eligible for inclusion in the System a river must be in free-flowing

condition and must exhibit at least aone of the following values to an
outstandingly remarkable degree: recreation, fish and wildlife, geologic,
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scenic, historie, cultural or other similar values. Outstandingly
remarkable values should be of national or miltistate significance, unigue
or very rare when compared with similar areas. The determination of
whether a river area contains "outstandingly remarkable" values is a
professional judgement on the part of the study team. However, the basis
for this judgement is to be documented in the study report.

The river study oorridor defined by Congress included only the segment
south of the Myakka River State Park. During the course of this study it
was determined that the most noteworthy values of the Myakka River are
found within the Myakka River State Park. Therefore, the study area was
extended to include the portion of the Myakka River south of county road
780. This demarcation was chosen because county road 780 is a logical
physical boundary and river access point. ‘The river area immediately
above the State Park to County Road 780 also exhibits many of the scenic,
wildlife and recreational qualities found in the State Park.

The National Park Service has determined that 37 miles of the Myakka River
are eligible for inclusion in the National wild and Scenic Rivers System.
This is based on the free-flowing condition and the outstandingly
remarkable scenic, ecological, fish and wildlife and recreational values
identified during the coourse of this study through public planning
workshops and detailed analysis.

Qutstandingly Remarkable Scenic Values. Segments of the Myakka River,
particularly within the Myakka River State Park, possess outstanding
scenic vistas of pristine South Florida habitats. Peaceful ocak and palm
hammocks line the banks of the river and its expansive lakes. ©Oak trees
overhanging the slow moving blackwater river are often laden with
bromeliads, orchids, spanish moss and other air plants, Lower Myakka Lake
is a prime habitat for wading birds. The visitor to this area is treated
to the spectacle of a great number and variety of these in a pristine
native habitat.

In the lower reaches of the river wide expanses of salt marsh along the
river banks provide variety to the scenic qualities of the river. Most of
the river remains in long stretches of secluded wilderness with few man
made intrusions on its natural scenic gualities,

Qutstandingly Remarkable Ecological Values. The Myakka River's ecological
values include its function of providing habitat, the relationship of the
river to Charlotte Harbor, and certain unicque characteristics resulting
from its location.

The Myakka River remains in a largely undeveloped and pristine natural
condition. As a result the river oorridor provides a diversity of
habitats for wildlife in an area which is rapidly developing., The river
provides an important source of freshwater to Charlotte Harbor. The bays
and estuaries of the Charlotte Harbor ecosystem nourish and shelter some
of the richest commercial and sport fisheries in Florida.



In relation to the rest of the United States the diversity of plant
species along the Myakka River is remarkable. This is due to the overlap
of subtropical and temperate plant communities in this area. Tropical
vegetation such as wild coffee and leather fern can be found along with
buttonbush and maples which are oonsidered to be examples of a more
northern flora.

The Myakka River, as a southern blackwater river with a diversity of
habitats, would make a unique addition to the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. All the existing components of the National System are
within the temperate zone or in the State of Alaska.

Qutstandingly Remarkable Fish and Wildlife Values. The expansiveness and
diversity of habitats ocourring on or adjacent to the river has attracted
and continues to support many native and migratory species. At least
eight major natural terrestial vegetation types can be identified in the
river basin. These can be subdivided into at least eighteen subtypes.
The four major aguatic habitats (the river itself, small tributaries,
lakes and ponds, and marshes) can also be subdivided into a variety of
subtypes. Such environmental diversity favors wildlife. In addition the
Myakka River is located in an area of transition between the temperate and
subtropical zones., Therefore species of the temperate and subtropical
zones can both occur in the area.

Qutstandingly Remarkable Recreational Values. ‘The Myakka River offers
outstanding opportunities for wilderness canceing and nature study.
Within the State park, pimmicking and campsites are available in certain
areas. Because of the fragile nature of the environment, recreation use
should be limited based on a carrying capacity. In addition, recreational
use outside the State park should be at a minimal level and subject to
strict oontrols. Riparian landowners have repeatedly voiced their
opposition to opening up the river to recreation use. In the areas which
may be designated outside the State park, the primary emphasis should be
the permanent preservation of natural values.

Classification

Section 2(b) of the Act requires the following classifications to be made:

"BEvery wild, scenic or recreational river in its free-flowing
condition, or upon restoration to this oondition, shall be
considered eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System and, if included, shall be classified,
designated and administered as one of the following:

1. Wild river areas—Those rivers or sections of rivers that
are free of impoundments and generally inaccessible except
by trail with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive
and waters unpolluted. These represent vestiges of
primitive America.




2. Scenic river areas—Those rivers or sections of rivers that
are free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds
still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped,
but accessible in places v roads.

3. Recreational river areas—Those rivers or sections of rivers
that are readily accessible by road or railrcad, that may
have some development along their shorelines, and that may
have undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past,”

Classifications and locations are shown on the proposed Classification Map
on page 1-10. The basis for the classifications are as follows:

1.

Section from oounty road 780 bridge to the State Road 72 bridge
{approximately 7.5 river miles),

There are two road crossings and a powerline crossing in this segment.
In addition, there is a dike paralleling the river below oounty
road 780. Because of this existing development this portion of the
river is classified as scenic.

Section from downstream of the State rocad 72 bridge to the southern
boundary of the Myakka River State Park {approximately 5.5 river
miles).

This section of the river is currently managed as part of a 7,500~acre
wilderness preserve within the Myakka River State Park. Except for
some problem exotics—feral pigs, water hyacinth and hydrilla—this
area resembles Florida as it looked before the arrival of Buropean
man. Because of its pristine natural condition, this portion of the
river is classified as wild.

Section from the southern boundary of the Myakka River State Park to
approximately river mile 23 where riverfront residential development
begins (approximately 5.5 river miles).

The presence of a run of the river dam near the State park boundary
and cattle ranching activities along this segment make scenic the most
appropriate classification for this segment of the river.

Section from river mile 23 to the vicinity of Snook Haven Fish Camp at
approximately river mile 18 (approximately 5 river miles).

This section is largely natural in character, however, there are some
concentrated areas of residential development and several highway
crossings. Because of these intrusions on the natural scene this
section is classified recreational.

Section from approximately river mile 18 to a point just upriver of
the US 41 highway crossing (approximately 6 viver miles).

This area is largely natural with little evidence of man's activity.

There is a large campground along this reach of the river near river
mile 15. This segment is classified scenic.
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6. Section from a point just upriver to the Sarasota/Charlotte county
line (approximately 4.5 river miles).

Although some oconcentrated areas of development occur near the US 41
crossing, this segment 1is predominantly natural exhibiting wide
expanses of productive salt marsh and mangrove habitat. Because of
the highway crossing and riverside residential development this area
is classified recreational.

7. ©Section from Sarasota/Charlotte county line to a point goproximately

1/2 mile south of SR 771 at Bl Jobean ({approximately 4.5 river
miles).

The degree of development and shoreline alteration in this river
segment is inconsistent with the criteria for Wild and Scenic River
designation. This segment is considered ineligible.

8. Section from a point approximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El
Jobean to the river's mouth in the vicinity of Hog Island
(approximately 3 river miles).

The State of Florida purchased much of this area under its
Environmentally Endangered Lands Program £0 preserve the natural
character of Charlotte Harbor. This section is predominantly natural
in character with a limited area of commercial (marina) development.
This section is classified scenic.

Interest by the State of Florida and local governments in preservation of
the Myakka River indicates that it is a potentially suitable addition to
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Systems as a State-administered
component,

SUITABILITY

Extent of Public Lands in the River Area - There are no federally-owned
lands within the study area. 'The only public liands in the study area are
those areas owned by the State of Florida. 'This oomprises 15,6 river
miles or 37 percent of the length of the study area. The most significant
portion of this ownership is the 12 river miles within the Myakka River
State Park. The remaining 3.6 river miles of State ownership consists of
scattered parcels further down the river,

Cost Required for Acquisition, Development, Management and Operation -
Because the 12-mile segment within Myakka River State Park is already in
public ownership, there would be no costs for acquisition for the
proposal. The State of Florida estimates a 7 percent increase in
operating oosts at the park from 1984 to 1986.

State or Local Government Interest in Acting to Protect and Manage the
River - The State of Florida is currently protecting and managing 12 miles
of the 37 miles eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. Indications are that the Myakka River State Park and the
12 miles of river ocorridor within the Park are being adequately managed
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and that these areas are being protected now and will continue to be
protected. The State also owns scattered parcels of land along another
3.6-mile portion of the river corridor and all indications are that these
areas will also be protected from further development.

Sarasota County recently passed a bond referendum toward purchase of a
tract of land, called the McArthur Tract, which runs along the east side
of the Myakka River below the State Park for a distance of 4.5 miles. The
west side of the river would not be included in this potential protective
action. The Southwest Florida Water Management District has also
expressed an interest in using some of their "Save Our Rivers" monies from
the State to purchase segments of the Myakka River corridor below the
State Park.

However, the State and local government currently have no direct
administrative authority over the eligible Myakka River corridor lands
below Myakka River State Park, except for the 3.6 miles in scattered
parcels mentioned previously. Private lands along the remainder of the
eligible segment are owned by ranching ocompanies, phosphate mining
companies and individuals. These private companies and individuals are
not favorably disposed toward public ownership of these lands. In fact,
indications are that public taking would in most cases involve invoking
eminent domain powers, Therefore, the remaining 21.4 miles of the Myakka
which are eligible but where the adjacent lands are in private ownership
are not found to be suitable for Wild and Scenic River designation at this
time. However, if permanent protection is gained, they would become
Suitable as a State-administered component.



CHAPTER II

PROPOSAL AND ALTERNATIVES OONSIDERED

According to current policies and guidelines study reports will include an
examination of alternatives. Each alternative is to be developed into a
conceptual plan identifying the proposed administering agency or agencies;
showing the classification of the river or river segments; delineating a
generalized river area boundary; describing proposed acquisition and
development and setting forth broad management dbjectives and strategies.

Three alternative plans for the Myakka River were developed and evaluated
by the National Park Service in c¢ooperation with State and local
governments, The general public participated throughout the planning
process in public meetings, public planning workshops, and by numerous
contacts and letters.

ALTERNATIVE A/PROPOSED ACTION

The study of the Myakka River found the segment from State Road 780 to
Charlotte  Harbor {except for the 3-mile segment from the
Sarasota/Charlotte county line to the El Jobean Bridge) qualified for
inclusion as a State-administered ocomponent of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System, To protect the free-flowing oondition and
outstandingly remarkable values of this segment and of the river system as
a whole it is proposed that:

--The 12 miles of the Myakka River within the Myakka River State Park be
included as a State-administered component of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. Under provisions of Section 2(a)(ii) of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, rivers considered for inclusion in the National System
by the Secretary require designation as a wild, scenic or recreational
river by or pursuant to an Act of the State Legislature.

—--The State of Florida oontinue its current management practices
protecting the natural and cultural qualities of the designated segment of
the Myakka River within the Myakka River State Park.

-~additional segments of the Myakka River be dJdesignated as components of
the National System if State and local initiatives to provide permanent
protection for the river corridor are implemented and subsequent
application for designation is made to the Secretary of the Interior
pursuant to Section 2{a)(ii) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

——A Myakka River oommission be established to ooordinate efforts to
conserve the Myakka River area.



Wild and Scenic River Designation

The Wild and Scenic Rivers System was created by an Act of Congress in
1968 so that ". . .certain selected rivers of the Nation. . .shall be
preserved in free-flowing oondition and that they and their immediate
environments shall be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present
and future generations (Section 1(b), Public Law 90-542)."

National wild and scenic river designation represents a commitment to the
protection of a river and its immediate environment. The specific
results of national designation include the following:

1. Protection from federally licensed cr funded water resources projects,
such as dams, water conduits, veservoirs, powerhouges, transmission
lines and other project wosks.  Section 7 of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act addresses the quagtion of water reseurce development
restrictions and project ‘lmpachs on stream segments keing studied for
potential inclusion or which are already included in ‘the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System, It states that no federally assisted,
licensed, or aided projects will be permitted on rivers in the
National System if they "invade the area" or “"unreasonably diminish®
values which are present at the time of inclusion,

2. Providing added incentives to improve water quality through
cooperative efforts by the managing agency, the Secretary of the
Interior, the State water pollution control agencies and the
Envirommental Protection Agency {(Section 11(¢) of Public Law 90-542).

3. Providing an impetus for local action to protect the river. In
addition, national designatiop would help ensure that the river would
be protected in perpetuity. This is particularly important in plans
depending on local land-use regulations to protect the river
corridor. ' -

4, Higher priority for finam:ing from exis_ting federal programs for
compatible projects which improve the river and its watershed.

There .are two methods by which the Myakka River oould be included as a
State-administered component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System:

1. By application of the State of Florida to the Secretary of the
Interior pursuant to Section 2{a)(ii) of the Natiocnal Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act. ' L

Under this option the river muist be assured of permanent protection by
or pursuant to State statute. To gain designation the Governor of the
State of Florida submits an application to the Secretary of the
Interior requesting that the river be added to the National System ad
documenting the State's program of action to provide permanent
protection for the river.
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2, By a Act of Congress designating the river as a State-administered
component of the National System.

Under this option the Congress would designate the river and assign
the responsibilities for administering the river to the State of
Florida. The State of Florida would be directed to prepare a detailed
management plan for the area within a specified time period, probably
1 year following designation., This option would be practical only if
the State of Florida concurs.

Concept Plan

In addition to determining the segments of the Myakka River eligible for
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System the National Park
Service has developed, in cooperation with State and local governments, a
conceptual management plan. The general public participated throughout
the planning process in public meetings, public planning workshops, and by
nunerous personal. oontacts and letters.

Under the proposed concept plan the 12-mile segment within the Myakka
River State Park would be designated as a State-administered companent of
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The suggested methodology for
designation includes application by the Governor to the Secretary as
provided for by Section 2(a)(ii) of the Act, The 28,875-acre Myakka River
State Park is the largest park in the Florida State Park System and
provides a variety of facilities for public use (see Concept Plan Map).
These facilities include campgrounds, cabing, trails, nature walks, and a
canoe rental ooncession., National designation of the Myakka River within
the State park is expected to increase public awareness and use of the
State Park. It is projected that the Myakka River State Park will be able
to absorb additional use resulting from national designation.

The State of Florida's Department of Natural Resources current management
of the Myakka River State Park would remain largely unchanged under the
proposed concept plan. Under the park's current statement for management
a 7500 acre wilderness preserve has been established around lower Myakka
Lake, This area is closed to motorized vehicles, except sparing use in
conjunction with resource management and biological study. Visitors are
limited to 30 per day. There are no facilities in the wilderness preserve
and all trash must be packed ocut, The area is control burmed to preserve
its natural fire cycles. As in the rest of the park, exotic plants and
animals are eliminated wherever possible, Collecting of specimens is
limited to legitimate ecological studies and must be approved by the
Florida Park Service's chief naturalist.

Upstream of the wilderness preserve is a development zone which includes a
visitor-use area and a service area. The visitor-use area is maintained
for the safety, convenience, and enjoyment of visitors. The park provides
interpretive services on the natural values and history of the area. Park
management objectives emphasize cleanliness of facilities, oourtesy of
service, and professional interpretive activities.
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The service area includes residences, a shop, storage shed, and support
facilities. These are maintained for the safety and oconvenience of the
staff and are designed to intrude as little as possible into natural or
visitor areas.

Management of the Myakka River State Park would have to oonsider increased
visitor use resulting from national designation of the river. Existing
limits to use of the wilderness preserve oould remain unchanged and
visitors directed to existing use and facility areas. Interpretive
facilities currently being planned for the State park oould incorporate
the concept of National Wild and Scenic River designation.

Future Designation of Additional Eligible River Segments. Additional
eligible segments of the Myakka River could gain national designation as
initiatives to provide permanent protection for the river corridor are
implemented and national designation is sought.

The segments oonsidered eligible for future national designation include
the following: -

1. Section from Route 780 bridge to the morthern boundary of the Myakka
River State Park.

2. Section from the southern boundary of the Myakka River State Park to
the Sarasota/Charlotte county line,

3. Section from a point approximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El
Jobean to the river's mouth in the vicinity of Hog Island.

Current criteria oconcerning State-administered national wild and scenic
rivers state that:

"Protective devices for the river oorridor may include, but
shall not be limited to, fee acquisition, scenic easements or
other than fee acquisition, zoning, limitations on building
permits and other regulations. 'The intent is to provide for
regulation of the use of private lands immediately abutting or
affecting the river so as to preclude changes in use which would
supstantially alter the character of the river corridor. The
State must prohibit undue adverse impacts an the river resources
by its own agencies and programs and through its permitting and
licensing requirements. If local zoning will be a major tool,
it must either be in place or expressions of local intent must
be included in the application.”

Current land use regulations and development policies in Sarasota County
affecting the Myakka River include the following:
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1. An urban oontainment policy which states that, "urban development
should be permitted only to the west and/or south of the proposed
aligmment of Interstate 75 in order to oontain urban sprawl and
minimize the cost and energy of providing community services."1/

2. Current zoning of land along the Myakika River from the State park t
US 41 restricts development to 1 unit per 5 acres.

3. The Sarasota County comprehensive plan recognizes the ecological value
of natural waterways and associated habitats. It is the policy of
Sarasota County to protect such resources and the county has developed
strategies to prevent urban development from irreversibly damaging
them.

4., Qurent policies adopting a revised tree protection ordinance and
local regulations which specifically protect the Myakka (The Sarasota
County Tree Ordinance).

5. CQurrent policies call for the adoption of a stream protection
ordinance establishing oonstruction setbacks and prohibiting
additional artificial shoreline stabilization and channelization.2/

The current and proposed regulations, if adopted, should provide
sufficient protection for the Myakka River to meet the requirements of the
National Wild amd Scenic Rivers Act., To achieve national designation for
additional segments, the State of Florida would be required to adopt a
program of action to provide permanent protection for segments proposed
for designation. Protective measures may include fee acquisition, scenic
easements, or other than fee acquisition, zoning, construction and setback
lines, building permits, or other similar land use controls enacted in
cooperation with local jurisdictions.

Establishing a Myakka River Commission. The preservation of the Myakka
River requires a regional approach to land use, development, and water
management practices. It would be desgirable to form a oommission to
coordinate the efforts of various agencies. A similar approach has been
used to protect Charlotte Harbor through the establishment of the
Charlotte Harbor Technical Advisory Committee.

There are a number of ways that a commission oould be established. The
following options appear feasible:

1. Special Legislative Act - the State of Florida could, through special
legislation, create a Myakka River Commission,

2., Existing State legislation authorizing "Resource Planning and
Management Committees" oould be used to create a Myakka River
Commission. Tis method could also involve resource protection
resulting from "Area of Critical State Concern" designation.

1/ Sarascota Board of County Commissioners, APOXEE, March 1980, page xix.
2/ 1Ibid.
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3. Joint effort by the Boards of County Commissioners for the tri-county
area--recognizing the need for a regional approach to planning for the
Myakka, the Boards of County Commissioners for Manatee, Sarasota, and
Charlotte Counties oould mutually agree to create and make
appointments to the Myakka River Commission. The Commission would be
established throuwgh cooperation with riverfront landowners, interest
groups, as well as appropriate state and federal regulatory
officials,

4, Council of Governments — in this option, the Myakka River Commission
could be structured as described in number Three. However, the
commission would be sanctioned by State Government through existing
legislation that authorizes the ooalition of local governments to
establish a "Council of Governments.”

5. Authority of Manasota Basin Board - the Southwest Florida Water
Management District through its political subdivision, the Manasota
Basin Board, could request that a ocommittee be formed to plan and
monitor protective efforts for the Myakka River.

Whichever organizational format is selected, it is important that the
River Commission ooordinate its activities with those of the Scuthwest
Florida Regional Planning Council, the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
and the Southwest Florida Water Management District to ensure a uniform
planning approach to the river area.

Management Objectives. National designation of the Myakka River within
the Myakka River State Park and the establishment of a ocommission to
coordinate efforts to preserve the river outside the State park is
intended to achieve the following cbjectives:

1. Recognizing the outstandingly remarkable values of the Myakka River
within the State Park as well as the entire river system.

2. Preserving areas outside the State Park in a manner that recognizes
the desires of local landowners to oontinue their existing land uses,
particularly ranching, and protecting their lands from trespass and
poaching.

3. Restricting recreation use of the Myakka River to the Myakka River
State Park. Although private uses of the river will ocontinue, there
may be a need to restrict motorized boats to lower segments,

4. Coordinating regional efforts to maintain the water quality of the
Myakka River.

Mitigating Measures Included in the Proposed Action. National designation
of the Myakka River will increase public awareness of the resource. By
providing river access only in the State Park, recreation use will be
concentrated there and managed to mitigate destruction of fragile
resources. Since private lands will have no access provided to them,
public trespass would be managed. A key oomponent of the proposed

r{lanagement strategy would be the ooncentration of recreation use on public
ands.
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ALTERNATIVE B/PROTECTION WITHOUT DESIGNATION

River protection methodologies under this alternative are the same as in
Alternative A, the primary difference being that the Myakka is not
included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. However, the
Myakka oould be designated as a Florida Wild and Scenic River within the
State System. Regardless of the designation status it seems evident that
the portion of the Myakka within Myakka River State Park will continue to
be protected from all presently foreseen threats.

The primary difference between these first two alternatives is in the
impact designation will have on local and State actions in protecting that
portion of the river on private land. A decision by the Federal
Government not to designate any portion of the Myakka as a wild and scenic
river would take away part of the impetus for State and local governments
to enact the protective measures mentioned in Alternative A.  Federal
designation would provide support encouraging local and State Governments
to protect river values which may be lost without designation.

ALTERNATIVE C — NO ACTION/EXISTING TRENDS

This alternative characterizes the future conditions expected in the study
area without a formal management plan or designation as a wild and scenic
river, The "existing trend plan" assumes that growth and development in
the river basin study area will occur as projected in existing local and
regional plans. The effects of selecting this alternative are presented
as a standard of reference for oomparing other alternatives and as a
future option which can be chosen. The plan portrays the effects likely
to occur in the study area if no action is taken as a result of this study
and current management continues; it thus represents the probable future
enviromment of the study area.

There has been an interest in Manatee and Sarasota Counties in preserving
the Myakka River. The Sarasota County oomprehensive plan calls for the
protection of the Myakka River. A stream protection ordinance has been
proposed to establish oonstruction setbacks and to prohibit artificial
shoreline stabilization and channelization.

Despite local efforts to protect the Myakka River it is projected that
future residential development will occur along certain segments of the
river., Prime waterfront property along the bays and inland waterways in
southwest Florida is becoming more scarce, making development along the
Myakka River more probable. The construction of I-75 and an interchange
at river mile 19.5 will spur residential and commercial development in the
vicinity of the new highway. Commercial development will likely be
concentrated near the I-75 interchange on River Road. The segment of the
river from river mile 23 to river mile 18 has already seen some
residential development and this is expected to increase with improved
access. Despite the low density zoning in the area new development will
likely occur along the banks of the river as people seek the most
aesthetic sites for home oonstruction. Residential development can also

be expected to occur along the newly improved River Road between I-75 and
U.s. 41,



It is unlikely that residential development will occur in the near future
in the remaining segments between the Myakka River State Park and U.S. 41
because of present ownership patterns and natural features inhibiting
development. However, in the long term these areas may also be developed
as property changes ownership and the lack of developable waterfront
property increases the attractiveness of the river oorridor for
residential development.

Whether the projected development actually occurs depends in a large
measure on the actions of the Sarasota County commission in ocontrolling
growth and development in the river corridor.

PLANS DROPPED FROM CONSIDERATION

During the planning process several alternatives were developed which were
eventually dropped from further consideration as candidate plans.

1. Early in the planning process consideration was given to a federal
role in acquiring, administering, and managing land along the Myakka
River. The river would have been included as a jointly administered
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The Natjional
Park Service was considered as the federal agency to administer and manage
areas ocutside of the Myakka River State Park. As with other alternatives
oconsidered, emphasis would have been m resource protection rather than
increased recreational use. The plan was considered infeasable because of
budgetary considerations, current federal land acquisition policies, and
strong landowner opposition to federal acquisition and management. It is
further NPS policy that when there is mo federal presence or ownership
existing, a federal alternative is mot suitable,

2. A plan was developed under which the entire 37-mile eligible segment
would be designated as a State-administered component of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System. The State of Florida would be required to adopt
a program of action, in cooperation with local governments, to provide
permanent protection of the natural and cultural qualities of the
designated segments of the Myakka River. 'The intent of this altermative
was to provide for the continuation of existing agricultural and similarly
campatible uses of riparian land while acgquiring the minimal interest
necessary to ensure future preservation of the Myakka River corridor. The
plan was oonsidered infeasible because of current State priorities and
budgetary oonsiderations, and landowner opposition to State acquisition
and management plus a lack of permanent protection outside the park at
this time,
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CHAPTER 1I1

AFFECTED ENVIRINMENT

Regional Location, Access and Existing Development

The Myakka River is located in Manatee, Sarasota and Charlotte Counties in
southwest Florida (see Location Map). The river originates in Manatee
County near the town of Myakka Head and flows in a south to southwesterly
direction for 66 miles to Charlotte Harbor,

Public road access to the vicinity of the river is provided by State
Roads 64, 70, 780, and 72, U.S. Highway 431, and Interstate I-75. ‘There
are also a number of county roads which cross or parallel the Myakka River
at various points.

The portion of the river upstream of the MWyakka River State Park is
generally urdeveloped except for ranching and other agricultural
activities. The only town along this reach of the river is Myakka City at
river mile 52.

within the State Park there are few intrusions on the natural scene. A
powerline crosses the river at river mile 36 and State Road 72 crosses the
river at river mile 34.

Between the State Park and U.S. 41 there is almost ro development except
for scattered residential development from river mile 23 to river mile 18.
Interstate 75 crosses the river at river mile 19.5.

The area south of the U.S. 41 highway crossing differs drastically from
the segment of the river above U,8. 41 in terms of the level of existing
development, South of the U.S., 41 bridge there are numerous waterfront
homes as the river flows past the communities of Playmore, Tarpon Point,
North Port, Port Charlotte, and El Jobean.

Below the El Jobean bridge the river banks are undeveloped. The State of
Florida purchased the shoreline in this area for preservation purposes
under the Envirommentally Bndangered Lands program.

Description of the River Corridor

The Myakka River criginates in a marshy area near the town of Myakka Head.
From here the river flows approximately 66 miles in a generally southward
direction to its mouth atr Charlotte Harbor. 1In its meandering coourse the
Myakka River changes its character as it increases in size, passes through
several natural lakes and swanps, and different vegetative communities
dominate its banks,

In the wper reaches of the river near Myakka Head the viver oonsists of a
very narrow channel resembling & small creek., The dominant habitat type
in this area is pine flatwoods and the primary land use is vanching. The
hamocks adjacent to the river channel in this area are mixed hardwood
generally dominated by bay trees, oaks, and ash, with a fern understory.
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During the dry season the upper reaches of the Myakka are often completely
Ary with mo flow. Most ranches in the area have fences running across the
river eliminating canoe passage above State Road 780.

The main channel of the Myakka River is joined by Wingate Creek at river
mile 60. Below river mile 59 is Flatford Swamp, a confluential swamp
formed by several major tributaries to the Myakka River. Immwediately
below Flatford Swamp the river chamnel is swampy, characterized by popash
and marshes,

Below Myakka City at river mile 52 the river hammock changes and cabbage
palm, live cak and laurel oak are the major tree species. Just zbove the
Myakka River State Park at river mile 43 the river c¢hannel splits. The
main channel of the river turns rorthward towards Tatum Sawgrass, Clay
Gulley flows east and rejoins the main channel in the marshy area at the
upper end of Upper Myakka Lake.

Between State Route 780 and Upper Myakka Lake the main channel of the
Myakka River passes throwxth a scenic marshy area. Passage through this
area is difficult at certain points because of the marshy character of the
river and the sometimes impregnable aquatic weed buildup. The presence of
floating mats of water hyacinth and hydrilla under the surface of the
water affects large areas of the river and its lakes within the State
Park. Upper Myakka Lake provides a haven for numerocus bird species, A
bird walk has been oonstructed to provide an ocbservation point for park
visitors.

Upper Myakka Lake is stabilized by a low level impoundment located at the
southern end of the lake. This small dam has been circumvented for some
time by a set of culverts and presently does not restrict flows. The main
channel of the Myakka River from Upper Myakka Lake to Lower Myakka Lake
meanders through a marshy area named big flats. Originally a secondary
channel passed through Vanderipe Slough. This publicly constructed dike
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930's was extended in the
late 1940's at the recommendation of the Soil Conservation Service.

Below State Route 72 the Myakka River enters the Myakka River State Park
wilderness preserve, Lower Myakka Lake provides prime habitat for
waterfowl and the visitor to this area experiences the spectacle of a
great number and variety of these in a pristine mative habitat, Below
Lower Myakka Lake the river hammock closes in again along the river
channel. The dominant species of the river hammock in this reach of the
river are laurel oak, live oak, and cabbage palms. A marker on the river
bank near river mile 30 commemorates Harris Camp, a site used by early
settlers in the area.

The Myakka River leaves the State park at river mile 28.5. One half mile
downstream is a privately oonstructed dam which the proposal will not
affect. The low-lying dam will remain with designation and will be left
to nature requiring no maintenance. The river oorridor is entirely
undeveloped from this point to river mile 23. The character of this
seament is much the same as above the dam with a dense cabbage palm and
oak river hammock along much of the river. At certain points the river
cuts through higher ground and the upland pine filatwood oommunity
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characteristic of the general area is present at the river's edge. The
McArthur Tract, an undeveloped 61,475-acre holding along the southern
boundary of the Myakka River State Park, includes approximately four and
one half miles of river frontage along the eastern bank of this segment.
Several large ranches are located along the west bank.

The first residential develomment along the river appears at river
mile 23, From this point to the I~75 crossing at river mile 19.5 there
are a number of individual cottages and several small subdivisions on the
high banks along the river. Below I-75 there are only a few homesites and
a fish camp, Snook Haven, which is located at river mile 18.

Occasional pockets of tidal marsh begin to appear among the cabbage palm
and oak hammock near Snook Haven, indicating increasing salinity as the
river nears Charlotte Harbor. Downstream the marsh becomes a continually
widening strip between the hammock and the river. The only development
currently found along the river between Snmook Haven and U.S. 41 is the
Rambler's Rest Camping resort.

The area immediately downstream of the U.S. 47 highway crossing (river
mile 12) is developed on koth sides of the river. Below U.S. 41 the river
widens dramatically. There are several mangrove islands in the river that
serve as important bird rockeries and tidal marsh characterizes the
undeveloped portions of the river's banks., From river mile 7 to the El
Jobean bridge at river mile 3 the natural banks of the river have been
largely eliminated by the construction of numerous "finger” canals and
extensive bulkheading.

Below the El Jobean bridge the river banks are natural in character. The
river is over a mile wide as it flows into Charlotte Harbor. The
Charlotte Harbor/Myakka River estuary presents an exceptionally scenic
panorama. Much of the shoreline in this area has been protected from
development throwgh acquisition by the State of Florida. Extensive
efforts by State and local governments are currently underway to protect
the outstanding natural resources of the Charlotte Harbor estuary.

The River Basin

The Myakka River basin oovers approximately 549-square miles (see River
Basin map). The topography of the Myakka basin is characterized as low,
flat land with moderate to gentle slopes limited to the peripheral areas
in the rorthern half of the basin. Maximm elevations of approximately
100 feet above mean sea level are found in the Myakka Head area. The
slope in much of the basin is so gradual that four large shallow
depressions along the river's oourse have formed as lakes and marshes.
These are Upper and Lower Myakka Lakes within the Myakka River State Park,
Tatum Sawgrass, a 4,300-acre marsh, and Flatford Swamp.

Water Quality

There is no single current and comprehensive study available ooncerning
water quality in the Myakka River. However, studies completed to date
indicate water quality is generally very good. The most recent analysis
of water cquality in the Myakka River was prepared by the Southwest Florida
Water Management District (SWFWMD). ‘The SWFWMD study utilized recent
(1978-1980) data from two monitoring stations on the Myakka River. ‘The
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first station is located at the State Road 72 bridge within the Myakka
River State Park and the second station is located at Border Drive near
river mile 21. According to the SWFWMD study:

"The two stations are similar with respect to several chemical
characteristics. Values for turbidity, pH, calcium, magnesium, and
dissolved oxygen have similar ranges at both stations. Average
values for turbidity were less than 2.5 FTU in 1978-1980, while mean
pH ranged between 6.6 and 7.3. Mean ooncentrations of calcium and
magnesium did not exceed 24.4 mg/l and 10.8 mg/l, respectively.
These data show only low to moderate variability, indicating that
river water is stable relative to these four parameters. Mean DO
{dissolved oxygen) concentrations ranged from 3.75 to 8.2 at the two
stations, and inspection of the data suggest that wvery low IO
concentrations occur at both stations with some frequency.

Nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus ocompounds) concentrations are
substantial at both stations., At the S.R. 72 station, total N
(nitrogen) averaged between 1,17 and 1.36 mg/1 for the 1978-1980
period. At the Border Drive station, mean N concentrations ranged
between 1.02 and 1.27 mg/1, and, in general, concentrations at this
station were less than those at the S.R. 72 station. The maijor
component of N total in the river is organic N, and, again,
concentrations at the S.R. 72 station frequently exceeded those at
the downstream (Border Drive} station. Mean ooncentrations of
ammonia-nitrogen and nitrate-nitrogen can be termed low to moderate.
For the most part, values for these two parameters showed a good deal
of variation, suggesting that conditions primarily affecting ammonia
and nitrate concentrations occur sporadically.

At the two stations, mean ooncentrations of P total (phosphorus)
ranged between 0.17 and 0.42 mg/l. The bulk of P total is
contributed by P ortho, and, mean P total ooncentrations for the
Border Drive station equalled or exceeded those for the upstream
station (S.R. 72).

Mean cooncentrations of total organic carbon (TOC) ranged between
17.00 and 24.3 mg/1 at the two stations. At the upstream station
(S.R. 72), TOC concentrations were slightly higher than those
recorded at the Border Drive Station.

Data describing the aguatic habitat were available for the Border
Drive station for the period 1974-1980. (Statements ooncerning
aquatic organisms have been prepared following a review of FDER raw
data from routine sampling of the Myakka River at Border Drive.) 1In
the vicinity of the sampling station, the river is described as being
deeply incised and having a channel width of about 60 feet. Channel
banks are composed of sand and limestone outcroppings and are covered
by a variety of ferns, grasses, and vines. Upland from the river,
the sandy soil is oovered by plants and trees typical of a riverine,
oak~cabbage palm hammock.
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Table G-1:

the Myakka River at S.R. 72, 1978-1980.

Data for Selected Chemical Constituents for

1978 1979 1980
X SDx {N) X SDx (N) X SDx (N}
‘Turbidity (FIU) 2,2 0.92 10 1.5 0.52 12 1.70 0.68 9
D.O, 5.87 1.77 38 3.75 2.60 13 8.2 0.0 1
PH {(units) 7.06 0.43 40 6.59 0.60 14 6.71 .34 i
N-Total 1.36  0.34 10 1.26 0,26 12 1.17 0.26 9
N-Org. 1.21 .25 1t 1.22 0,27 12 1.16 0.26 9
"N-NH3 0,14  0.15 N 0.05 0.06 12 0.03 0.03 9
N-NG3 0.05 0.13 11 0.02 0.01 12 0.003 0.01 9
P~Total 0.38 0.19 1 0.36 0.15 12 .17  0.10 9
P-Ortho 0,33 0.19 11 0.32 0.4 12 6.14 0.08
T.C.C. 23.88 6.36 8 24.29  4.03 7 18.50 3.45 6
T.D.S. 137.55 35.49 LR 159.17 46.67 12 183.22 25.79 9
Ca 13.95 5.0 1 17.75 8.53 11 21.78 4.6 9
Mg 6.53 2.28 " 8.22 3.88 1 10.81 2.18 S
5.8, —_— —— - —— — - —n— — —_—

NOTE: All values are in mg/L unless noted, Data obtained from USGS, Reston, Virginia.

Values are expressed as means + standard diviation of the mean (SDx).

samples is indicated by (N).
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Table G~2: Data for Selected Chemical Constituents for
the Myakka River at Border Drive (at Southwest corner
of Tract), 1978-1980.

1978 1979 1980

X Shx (N) X S {N) X SDx (N)

D.O. 5.03 1.85 15 4.98 1.39 17 5.65 1.83 |
pH (units) 6.91 0,43 9 6.85 0.5 10 7.29 0.45 7
N-Total 1.27 0.37 11 1.18  0.17 12 1.02 0.18 8
N-Org. .12 (.23 11 1.14  0.14 10 0.74 0.64 3
N~NH3 0.11  0.09 12 0.09 0,03 9 0.07 0.03 3

N-NO3 | 0.03 0.05 12 0.07 0.08 12 0.06 0.0 8
P-Total 0.42 0.47 12 0.36 0.13 12 0.25 0,10 8
P-Ortho ——— _— -— — — - 0.22 (.0 1
T.0.C, 19.73  4.86 12 20.33 4,90 9 17.00 5.10 5
5.8. 8.08 15.3 12 2.70 1.06 10 2.38 2.82 8
Ca -— e — 24.35 16.05 2 —_— — -—_
Mg - —_— -— 8.70 3.39 2 — — e
T.D.S. 399.08 653.54 12 {174.20 99.59 10 |189.33 22.14 3
Turbidity (PTU) 1.85 0.93 15 1.4% 0.49 15 1.50 1,15 9

NOTE: All values are in my/L unless noted. Data obtained from FDER, Tallahassee, Florida.

Values are expressed as means + standard diviation of the mean (SDx). The number of
samples is indicated by (Nj. _
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Table G-3: Composite Diversity Indices (D) and Mean Densities of Benthic
Invertebrates from the Myakka River at Border Drive, 1973-1980.*

Date D Organisms/M2 Date D Organisms/M2
1973 1977
November 3.21 1542 January 4,52 944
May 4.3 1403
1974 August 3.6 2208
January 4.15 2556 October 4.23 1764
April 4,37 1931
August 4,18 1125 1978
November 4.14 5764 January 1.29 181
March 3.07 1792
1975 July 2.85 2917
January 3.84 1083 December 4.24 3569
2pril 2.32 1819
August 3.19 736 1979
October 3.77 1708 February 3.82 1139
May 3.12 7792
1976 August 2.6 8097
February 3.38 2181 November 3.13 695
April 2,14 _—
July 2.54 2181 1980
November 3.48 806 February 4.35 3416

Note: Data obtained from FDER routine sampling of the Myakka River at Border Drive, 1973-1980.

*Source: Southwest Florida Water Management District, MacArthur Tract Hydrologic and Water Supply Investigation: Phase I,

1981.



The station supports a diverse assemblage of benthic invertebrates.
Invertebrate populations are dominated by freshwater organisms, but a
larger number of animals characteristic of brackish and marine
conditions also occur. As expected, freshwater animals are
represented primarily by insect larvae, particularly members of the
Chironomidae. Brackish/marine organisms are represented almost
exclusively by molluscs, crustaceans, and some polychaetes. These
animals were cbserved in most invertebrate oollections made during
the period 1974 to 1980, and their presence indicates significant
migration of saline water up the river channel at least to the Border
Drive station.

Diversity indices for benthic invertebrate populations were generally
high during the period 1974 to 1980 (Table G-3), with one exception
(January 1978), where indices averaged greater than 2.0; mean indices
ranged as high as 4.5.

The density of benthic organisms was substantial, with the exception
of the January 1978 collection, where mean densities ranged between
about 0.8 x 103 organisms/m2 (organisms per sguare meter) and
8.2 x 103 organisms/m2., These data suggest that the river at the
Border Drive location presents a favorable habitat for aquatic
life.1/"

The high variability in DO and nutrient concentrations are attributed to
non-point source agricultural runoff. A currently ongoing "201° study
will provide additional information concerning pollution sources. A major
concern expressed by many is the potential effects of phosphate mining on
water quality in the Myakka River. Current regulations of phosgphate
mining in the area are discussed elsewhere in this report.

Vegetation

The Myakka River cuts through the pine flatwoods of eastern Sarasota and
Manatee Counties. Vegetation in the river orridor varies as the river
increases in size, passes through several natural lakes and swamps, and is
subject to tidal influences rear its oconfluence with Charlotte Harbor.

Oak-cabbage palm hammocks first appear along the river at Myakka City.
Above that point maples, bays, and popash dominate the river tree canopy.
Within the Myakka River State Park ocak-cabbage palm hammocks, frequently
with a saw palmetto understory, dominate the banks of the river and its
lakes, 'The slow moving waters of the Myakka River within the Myakka River
State Park are currently plagued by excessive growth of two exotic aguatic
plants, the water hyacinth and the hydrilla, The hydrilla has, in the two
decades since its inadvertant introduction into south Florida waters,
invaded nearly 700,000 aquatic acres in the United States. The extremely
rapid growth of hydrilla, once established, can soon form a thick mat owver
a water bodv. The hydrilla poses problems to management of the river in
that hydrilla spreads so voraciously and uncontrollably that it can

i/ Southwest Florida Water Management District, MacArthur Tract
Bydrologic and Water-supply Investigation: Phase I, 1981.
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threaten to entirely choke out a waterway. Rapid nutrient overloading
will hasten the eutrophication process. Recreational and aesthetic values
of a waterway may be lost unless the aquatic weed is ocontrolled.

Currently the Southwest Florida Water Management District is under
contract with the Florida Department of Natural Resources to handle the
aquatic weed problems on the Myakka River, including the Upper and Lower
Myakka Lakes. The permanent protection of river values would include
continued aquatic weed control,

Three types of river-related associations are found along the river from
the southern boundary of the Myakka River State Park to the
Sarasota/Charlotte County line:  Low-Upriver Associations, Oak-cabbage
Palm Hammocks, and Low Downriver Associations (Morriss and Miller, 1978).

The Low-Upriver Associations are limited in extent to low banks and
islands along the river and adjacent marshes. Species include popash,
buttonbush, and willows. e Florida Department of Environmental
Regulation considers these gpecies to indicate submerged and transitional
lands which require a permit before alteration or develomment can occur.

The oak-cabbage palm hawock dominates most of the river corridor.
Occasionally the river cuts through higher ground and the pine flatwoods

community with a palmetto understory, characteristic of uplands in the
area, is visible from the river,

The Low-downriver Associations are the salt tolerant species found on low
banks and islands along the river and adjacent marshes in tidally
influenced areas where saline conditions exist. The first pocket of salt
marsh ocurs Jjust south of Snook Haven., ‘The salt marsh soon becomes a
widening strip along the river as the chamnel broadens and salinity
increases. Plants normally found within the salt marsh include rushes,
cordgrass, salt grasses, leather fern, and salt worts. As the river water
becomes more saline, oaks drop out of the hammock and pure stands of
cabbage palmetto cutline the uypland edge of the tidal marsh.

Below the U.S. 41 bridge the shoreline is still largely characterized by
salt marsh., However, several developed areas have been bulkheaded and
native vegetation has been removed. Several mangrove islands are found in
this reach of the river. Between the Sarasota/Charlotte County line and
the El Jobean bridge (State Route 771) almost all native vegetation has
heen removed as the result of extensive bulkheading and the oonstruction
of finger canals.

Below the El Jobean bridge the river banks are largely natural. This area
was purchased by the State of Florida under the Environmentally Endangered
Lands (EEL) Program as part of an overall program to protect the scenic
and biological values of Charlotte Harbor.

Fish and Wildlife

The Myakka River, particularly within the Myakka River State Park, is
noted for its impressive displays of wildlife. The canceist in the State
Park often enocounters great blue herons, Louisiana herons, flocks of white
ibis or other birds upon rounding each bend. Common species such as
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raccoons, turtles, alligators, and an occasional deer often appear along
the river as well as rare species such as the bald eagle, red-cockaded
woodpecker and roseate spoonbills,

A total of 362 species of vertebrates have been recorded in the Myakka
River wvalley. This includes 228 species of birds of which a high
proportion are wetland species and waterfowl., Many of these species
appear on the federal list of threatened and endangered species or the
State of Florida's list of rare and endangered species.

Three factors ocontribute to the large number of sgpecies found in the
Myakka River valley: (1} the geologic and climatic history of the area
provides a variety of topographic conditions and soils creating a
diversity of habitats; (2} the river basin is in an area of transition
between the temperate and sub-tropical zones; (3) the area has remained
largely undeveloped.

Beyond the wildlife apparent to the casual observer the Myakka River
represents an ecological system which has an importance extending beyond
individual habitats along the river. River (lotic) ecosystems are
examples of detritus based food chains. The key element of a river's food
chain are aguatic insects. 'These primary consumers convert plant material
to animal tissue, The relatively pristine Myakka River provides a
diversity of habitats for these organisms. The secondary consumers in
river ecosystems include dragonfly nymphs, hellgramites, some stoneflies,
some minnows and other fish. These are the "middlemen” of the river's
food web, preving upon smaller animals and preyed upon by others. At the
end of the food chain are tertiary consumers including many wading birds,
fish and other predators drawn to the river and its ecotone (the bourdary
area between two ecosystems), As a result of this interdependence in the
environment the Myakka River has an importance which affects wildlife in
adjacent areas and the biologically rich Charlotte Harbor area.

Threatened and Endangered Species. Plants or animals included on the
federal list of threatened an endangered species and krown to occur as
residents or migrants to the Myakka River study area are:  peregrine
falcon (Falco Peregrinus), red-cockaded woodpecker {Picoides borealis),
bachman's warbler (Vermivora backmanii), eastern brown pelican (Pelecanus
occidentalis carolinensis}, southern bald eagle (Haliaeetus
Jeucocephalus), Florida panther (Felis concolon ocoryi), Atlantic
leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), American alligator {alligator
mississippiensis}, Atlantic ridley {lepidochelys kempii), eastern indigo
snake (Drymarchon corais oouperi).

In addition, the segment downstream of the Myakka River State Park has
been designated as a critical habitat for the West Indian (or Florida)
manatee by the 0.8, Fish and Wildlife Service.

Geology

All of Florida lies on the geologic formation known as the Florida
Platform, The platform is characterized by five physiographic regions.
The Myakka basin flows through the gulf ooastal lowland known as the
Pamlico Terrace. Topographically the ooastal lowlands c¢an be
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characterized as low, flat plains with gentle slope. Throughout most of
the river basin the range of elevation is only 0 to 20 feet above sea
level. 1In the eastern and northern sections of the basin elevations reach .
50 feet above sea level.

The surface and subsurface geologic features of the Myakka were formed as
a result of glacier activity. The fluctuation of sea level caused by the
melting and reforming of glaciers developed the Florida Platform which is
a sgeries of marine terraces. As the shallow seas covered and uncovered
the marine terraces, deposits of limestone and other sedimentary rock were
laid down as thick as 20,000 feet. The bedrock of the study area is
basalt and was formed by submarine volcances. The basalt hedrock provides
a very stable foundation for the marine sediments that oover it.

The limestone and sediment deposits have a honeycombed character that
provides for the storage of water in the form of aguifers. The limestone
karst features of the study area are a major factor in settlement and
development of the region because of their capacity to store water for
domestic and industrial use.

Soils

There are three basic types of soil in the study area:

1. Sandy, droughty soils not subject to flooding;

2. Moderately well to poorly drained soils nmot subject to flooding; and
3. Poorly and very poorly drained soils subject to flooding.

The scils map shows the general location of these soil types and groups
soils types into various associations {see key). From the head waters of
the Myakka through approximately the top half of Upper Myakka Lake soils
of the Fresh Water Swamp and Marsh Association are dominant, These soils
are nearly level poorly drained soils subject to prolonged flooding.

The Delray-Manatee—Pompano-Charlotte-Delray and Pompano-Delray
Associations comprise the soil types on both sides of the river from the
bottom half of the Upper Myakka Lake to roughly 2 miles below Lower Myakka
Lake. These soils are nearly level poorly drained soils with thick sandy
layers over loamy subsoil. From this point to the vicinity of the U.S. 41
Highway crossing the Tidal Marsh, Swamp-Coastal Beach Ridges and Swamp
Dunes Associations are dominant on both banks of the river. These soils
are nearly level very poorly drained soils subject to frequent flooding by
tidal waters and moderately well drained soils sandy throughout. On both
banks of the Myakka to the mouth of the river Immokalee-Myakka-Pompano
Association soil types are dominant., These soils are nearly level poorly
drained sandy soils with weakly cemented sandy subsoil and poorly drained
sandy soils throughout.

An inventory of prime and unique farmland conducted by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture indicated that there are no soils within Manatee, Sarasota
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or Charlotte Counties associated with the Myakka River which meet the
criteria for designation as prime farmland or prime forest land.

Mineral Resources

The primary commercially recoverable mineral resource in southwest Florida
is phosphate., Florida is a major producer of phosphate and several areas
in the State, including areas adjacent to the Myakka River basin, have
seen major mining activities. Several phosphate mining ocompanies have
extensive holdings in the upper watershed of the Myakka River and there is
some ooncern about the impact of future mining activities on the river.

Phosphate rock is a commercial term for rock containing one or more
phosphate materials of sufficient grade and suitable composition to permit
their use, either directly or after concentration, in the manufacture of
commercial phosphate products. Phosphate rock has diverse agricultural
and industrial uses, but the quantity used in agriculture has always
exceeded that used for other purposes. Elementary phosphorus and
phosphoric acid are used to make inorganic and organic¢ chemicals, which
are employed as leaving agents, water-softening materials, soap,
insecticides, and many other products. Phogphoric acid is used in
producing fertilizers, animal-feed supplement, beverages, ceramics, as a
catalyst and oil refining agent, in photography, and in dental and
silicate cements.

Mining of phosphate ore in Florida is presently conducted utilizing strip
mining methods. The nature of these mostly unconsolidated sedimentary
deposits have lent themselves to open pit mining, consisting of stripping
away the overburden to expose the ore for discovery. The mining process
is briefly described as follows: each dragline digs a series of parallel
cuts several hundred to several thousand feet in length and 200-300 feet
wide as it traverses the mining unit. The overburden is cast into the
previously mined cut and transferred to a slurry pit located above ground
within reach of the dragline. In the slurry pit, large water guns
(monitors) deliver 10,000-12,000 gallons of water per minute at about 200
psi, to break down the ore into a slurry for pumping to the central
washing unit in the mill area. Each dragline usually has its own
associated pumping system. The ore is rot completely recovered due to the
irregularity of the ocontacts with the overburden or underlying bhedrock and
irregularity of the ore itself. Upper and lower oontact losses can be
significant. It is estimated that 85-90 percent of ore is physically
recovered from the cat.

Phosphate mining is currently regulated by the State of Florida and local
mining ordinances of Manatee and Sarasota Counties., These regulations
require that land utilized for strip mining be restored. In addition,
major mining operations are required to prepare a Development of Regional
Impact (DRI} statement and comply with applicable federal! and local
regulations. Strip mining planned for the upper watershed of the Myakka
River oould permanently change the surface hydrology of the basin.
However, if mined properly and existing federal, State and local
regulations are followed there would be no adverse effects to river water
qguality or mining productivity. But it should be recognized that
non-compliance may be devastating should the company not follow the rules
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and regulations prescribed. Previous experience on the nearby Peace River
points up the possibility of accidental spills from phosphate slurry pits
which can have a devasting effect on biological and aesthetic values of
natural waterways.

Air Quality

Pederal air quality requlations, established in Public Law B88-206, are
enforced by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Chapter 17-2 of the
Florida Administrative Code sets the state standards which are enforced by
the Florida Department of Environmental Reqgulation. Sarasota County air
guality standards and regulations are stated in Ordinance No. 72-37 and
enforced by the Pollution Control Division of the Sarasota County
Environmental Services Department.

As of 1979, Sarasota had three permanent monitoring sites for air quality.
These sites are located in areas more oongested than the study site, for
which no data have been mllected. However, in the past few years air
quality has measured "very good”. Sulfur dioxide and flucride levels are
almost immeasurable, and particulate levels are just a little over the
natural background levels, far better than the standards. Because these
data were oollected under more adverse conditions than exist along the
river, air quality in the river crridor is considered to be excellent,

Climate

Southwest Florida has a semi-tropical climate. Summer temperatures are
usually in the low 90's with maximums rarely exceeding 95°. Sea breezes
temper the summer heat. The warm water of the gulf modifies winter
temperatures which rarely drop below 60° and average fewer than three
frost days per year.

The area averages more than 50 inches of rain per year., As much as 70
percent of the annual rainfall occurs during the summer months from June
to September. Winter rains usually occur in association with oold fronts
and are often characterized by several rainy, drizzling days followed by a
drop in temperature. The area has a &y spring with little or no rain.

AVERAGE RAINFALL
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Hurricanes are a major, though infrequent, threat to Scuthwest Florida.
The probability of one striking the area ooastline is 10 to 12 percent
annually. BHurricane Donna in 1960 was the last significant tropical storm
to hit the area, but the area remains susceptible to hurricane damage.

Archeology and History

Archeclogical evidence based on findings at Warm Mineral Springs and
Little Salt Springs camwpsites indicates that people were present in
southwest Florida over 10,000 years ago. Another site was recently
located by archeclogists digging in the path of the I-75 bypass east of
Tampa. 'This campsite of prehistoric hunters who lived at least 10,000
years ago is the first Paleo Indian site found on land in Florida.

The earliest evidence of human habitation on the ooast dates to about
3500 B.C. at points where the ooastal streams enter the bays. Indian
mounds and middens-~prehistoric garbage heaps oonsisting mainly of oyster
shells——support this theory. Eighteen historically significant sites,
primarily mounds and middens, are within one-half mile of the Myakka River
acoording to the FPlorida State Bistoric Preservation Officer. It is
possible that the number is actually greater, but the area has never been
subjected to a systematic, professional survey.

Juan Ponce de Leon led the first Spanish conquistadors to the area in
1513. They were attacked by Caloosa (or Calusa) Indians, the fierce tribe
which then dominated southwest Florida. After this engagement Ponce de
Leon returned to Puerto Rico having claimed Florida for the Spanish crown
and naming it after Pascua Florida, the Feast of the PFlowers at Easter
time. PFonce de Leon returned to Florida in 1521 with two ships and 200
settlers to establish a olony. According t0 most accounts he landed at
Charlotte Harbor and started to oonstruct a settlement, ‘The Caloosa
Indians attacked the wlony and killed a number of Spaniards and wounded
Ponce de Leon. The Spanish oolonists then fled to Cuba where Ponce de
Leon died of his wourds.

Subsequent Spanish expeditions to southwest Florida were no more
successful in finding gold or establishing a wmlony. In 1527 Panfilo de
Narvaez landed in Tampa Bay and was persuaded by captured Indians that the
gold he sought was to be had from the Apalachee Indians to the rorth.
Narvaez found cnly an inhospitable enviromment and hostile Indians on his
long overland journey to Appalachee Territory, the present day Tallahassee
area. His ships did not arrive as planned and in desperation his party
constructed crude boats to sail to Mexico. All the craft were lost in a
storm, One of the few survivors was Cabeza de Vaca who finally reached
Mexico City in 1536, 9 years after the expedition set out for Florida.

In 1539 Rernandes de Scto landed in Tampa Bay and found Juan Ortiz, the
sole survivor of a small expedition sent to search for Narvaez. Ortiz had
lived with the Indians for over 10 years and served De Soto as an
interpreter and gquide, DPe Soto's expedition, after a long trek through
the southeast in search of gold, also ended in failure, Many men were
lost including De Soto who died at the mouth of the Arkansas River in
March 1541.
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The native Timucua and Caloosa Indians of southwest Florida were never
subjugated by the Spanish. However, the diseases introduced by the
Spaniards decimated the native Indian population during the 17th century.
English slave raiders from Georgia forced the remaining native Indians to
retreat into the Everglades. In 1763, when the Spaniards ceded Florida to
the British, many of the Caloosa migrated to Cuba to escape British rule.
Any Timucua or Caloosa Indians which remained were probably absorbed by
the Seminoles and no trace remains of these native southwest Florida
Indian groups.

With the exception of a few fishermen the Myakka River area remained
untouched until the Armed Occupation Act of 1842 opened the region to
settlement. Twenty years later small communities such as Sarasota were
forming on the elevated land along the cvast.  Further inland the
community of Old Myakka as it is known today was established by the early
settlers. Then, as now, cattle ranching was the primary occupation in the
Upper Myakka River Valley.

These early settlers recognized the beauty and recreational value of the
river, A marker at Harris Camp below the lower lake records the site used
by the Harris family as a camp beginning in the late 19th century. In the
early 20th century Anthony Weston Dimock, a naturalist, vrecorded
experiences of his canoeing trips along the Myakka in Florida
Enchantments, offered as a record for future naturalists.

Population

The Myakka River is located in a three-oounty area undergoing explosive
population growth. The main component of this growth has been immigration
by retirees and others from midwestern and rortheastern states. From 1970
to 1980 as the U.S. population increased 11.4 percent, Florida's
population increased 43 percent and the three-county study area consisting
of Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota increased a staggering 66.9 percent.

TABLE 4

Population Change 1970-80, U.S. and Study Area

1970 1980 % Change

United States Total 203,302,000 226,504,825 + 11.4%
Florida Total 6,791,418 9,746,324 + 43.0%
Study Area 245,087 409,153  + 66.9%
Manatee County 97,115 148,442  + 52.9%
Sarasota County 120,413 202,251  + 68.0%
Charlotte County 27,559 58,460 +112.1%

Source: 1980 U.S. Census of Housing and Population
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TABLE 5 - POPULATION PROJECTIONS

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
State of Florida 6,791,418 9,739,992 12,274,800 14,249,600 15,738,200 17,488,500
Three~-County Study Area 245,087 409,808 551,400 650, 800 719,000 798, 800
tharlotte County 27,559 59,115 86,200 103,700 114,600 127,300
Manatee County 97,115 148,442 192,600 225,200 248,800 276,400
Sarasota County 120,413 202,251 272,600 321,900 355,600 395,100

Percentage Changes in Population

1970 -~ 1980 1980 - 2000 2000 - 2020 1980 - 2020
State of Florida + 41% + 46% + 23% + 113%
Three-County Study Area + 67% + 59% + 23% + 95%
Charlotte County + 114% + 75% + 23% + 115%
Manatee County + 53% + 52% + 23% + 86%
Sarasota County + 68% + 59% + 23% + 95%

Source: University of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business Research. Projections of Florida Population by Gounty,”
Bulletin 56, May 1981.



The Bureau of Economic and Business Research at the University of Florida
prepares the official State population projections which are utilized hy
State agencies in their planning and service programming efforts. These
projections indicate continued rapid growth through the year 2000, Growth
is then expected to taper to a rate of about 23 percent over the next 20
years for both the State and the three-county area (see Population
Proiection Table}.

Manatee County is expected to have an 86 percent population increase owver
the next 40 years. Most of this will occur along the ooast and will ot
affect property use along the Myakka River. In Sarasota County growth
'will also he oconcentrated along the woast, but demand for development in
rural areas has been accelerated as land in the urban areas has become
more scarce, The population there is expected to increase 95 percent over
the next 40 years. However, the county is taking steps to oontrol the
direction of its growth. Charlotte OCounty is currently sparsely
populated, but projections are for rapid growth. The expected increase
over the next 40-year period is 115 percent. Much of this growth will
occur along the Myakka River between the Sarasota-Charlotte County lines
and State Route 77t filling in the already subdivided property with
residential development.

Economy

The Myakka River flows through three oounties: Manatee, Sarasota, and
Charlotte. Consequently, changes in management or use of the river would
have the greatest impact on the economy of these counties. The area has
experienced rapid economic growth due to immigration. The oounties
residents in the study area are affluent, having per capita incomes above
the national average. Generally, the economy is dominated by retirement
and tourism.

A major factor in the region's economy is the large proportion of retirees
in the population. This influence will continue if additional retirees
move to the area as projected. The warm climate and abundance of natural
resources in the area make tourism an important element in the economy.
Tourism accounted for almost 20 percent of the total regional {Lee,
Collier, Sarasota, Charlotte, and Manatee} gross sales in 1977, Tourism
is most important in Sarasota County although expenditures are increasing
in Charlotte County.

The age of the population affects both size of the work force and the
average income levels. 1In Sarasota County only a third of the population
is employed in the labor force, while the percentages are lower in the
other two oounties. The county had the second highest per capita income
in Florida in 1979, yet 22 percent of all househwlds were classified as
low income. The large number of persons mot receiving current incomes who
rely on unearned income acoount for these figures. Three economic
sectors, trade, finance and service industries employ 55 percent of
Sarasota County's work force with an additional 14 percent in the
construction industry,

3-21



In contrast to Sarascta County 70 percent of the worker:s in Charlotte
County are employed in the private sector, primarily in trade, services
and finance. Only 40 percent of all income in the ocounty is derived from
wages and salaries or other earned income sources. The agricultural
sector includes 4 percent of the employed workers in Charlotte County
compared o less than 1 percent of the total in Sarasota County.

The economy of Manatee County has been based largely on tourism,
retirement, and agriculturally-related industries. The most important
industrial groups have been retail trade, construction, and a few large
manufacturers, such as Tropicana., There is a problem with unemployment
during the off season. Because of this problem, Manatee County has sought
new industry to broaden and stabilize the economic base. These efforts
have recently borne fruit, and among the new industries planned are
phosphate mining, the Utility Power Corporation steam turbine plant and
the Cutler-Hamer Plant.

Land Use

Existing and projected land uses surrounding a river are inportant factors
in assessing its qualifications as a wild and scenic river, Land use
should be examined on two levels: (1) within the immediate wvisual
corridor of the river where land use and development affects the rivers
wild and scenic qualities; and (2) within the entire drainage where land
use affects the hydrology and water cuality of the river.

Watershed Land Use. The upper portion of the river basin above State
Route 710 1s predominantly agricultural with large tracts devoted to
pastures for cattle ranches. Residential development is limited to the
small communities of Myakka City and Myakka Head along with a few
scattered farm houses. Dramatic changes in land use may occur in the
upper basin area as phosphate wining commences on several large tracts
currently owned bv mining interests,

The central portion of the river basin is dominated by two large
undeveloped areas. The 28,875-acre Myakka River State Park is a park/open
space land use, The 32,608-acre MacAuthur Tract is almost entirely
undeveloped natural terrain/rangeland. Together these two adjacent areas
comprise almost 100 square miles. Development cutside of these two tracts
in the central portion of the river basin is limited to a few ranches,
some residental development along the Myakka River near the I-75 crossing
and a small subdivision near the western boundary of the Myakka River
State Park. Completion of I-75 will likely spur increased residential and
commercial development in the area,

The lower basin area is the most urbanized and populous portion of the
largely rural Myakka River basin., Currently residential and oommercial
development is ooncentrated along U.S. 41, State Route 771, and the Myakka
River in the communities of North Port, Port Charlotte, and El Jobean.
Much of the land in the lower basin area has been subdivided by large real
estate development firms. Roads and other services have been provided,
However, few homes have actually been constructed. These large subdivided
tracts appear on the land use map as "Barren land”.
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River Corridor Land Use. ‘The segment of the river corridor above the
study area {(above State Road 780) is almost entirely natural in character.
At some points the pastures of adjacent ranches border on the river.
There is no urban development along the upper portion of the river. Much
of the river ocorridor is flood prone and swampy, inhibiting residential
development.

South of State Route 780 there is anly a 1/2 mile segment above the Myakka
River State Park which is in private ownership., The west bank is lined
with a low earthen dike which protects a small community of homes near the
river. The eastern bank is very low lying, flood prone, undeveloped land
which will probably remain undeveloped. The portion of the river corridor
proposed for designation is entirely within the Myakka River State Park.
The river corridor within the State Park is almost entirely natural except
for a powerline crossing at river mile 36, the State Road 72 crossing at
river mile 34, and a few minor park related develogments.

Below the State Park the river orridor remains undeveloped for a 5 mile
segment which is bounded on the east by the MacArthur tract and on the
west by several large ranches. Recreationists using the river & not
generally see the ranching activities occurring because of vegetation
screening the view from the river,

At river mile 23 the first house appears on high ground at the river's
edge. From this point to the I-75 crossing at river mile 19.5 there are a
nunber of individual oottages and several small subdivisions on the higher
banks along the river, Below I-75 there are only a few homesites and a
fish camp, Snook Haven, which is located at river mile 18. Between Snook
Haven and U.S. 41 the river corridor remains undeveloped except for a
campground at approximately river mile 16.

Below U.S. 41 the urban character of surrounding land uses 1is apparent
from residential development along the river., ILand between U.S. 47 and
the Bl Jobean Bridge has been subdivided and development along the river
will likely oontinue as people seek the amenity of waterfront homesites,

Below the El Jobean Bridge the shoreline is devoted to park/open space
use, The State of Florida purchased this area through its Environmentally
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program.

Land Use Controls. Plorida's Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act
of 1975 requires local governments to prepare oomprehensive plans.
Sarasota County's ocomprehensive plan entitled APOXEE, was adopted on
June 30, 1981, Under the provisions of the Sarasota County comprehensive
plan an urban containment policy directs growth to the areas south and
west of I-75. Current zoning of the Myakka River corridor within Sarasota
County is limited to very low density residential development except for
the area south of U.S. 41. It is the policy of Sarasota County to
preserve the values associated with the Myakka River and a stream
protection ordinance has been proposed to implement this roolicy.
Consultants have been hired to develop appropriate buffer criteria.
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Landownership

Landownership along the Myakka River falls into three categories:
State-owned public lands, privately owned large tracts and smaller
privately owned riverfront lots. Beginning at the northern boundary of
the study area, State Route 780, 15.6 river miles or 37 percent of the
study area'’s length is in public ownership. This figure includes 12 river
miles which lie within the Myaikka River State Park.  Approximately
1/2-mile of the publicly owred land consists of scattered parcels owned by
the State of Florida—a rest area at the I1-75 crossing and two properties
with east river frontages of 1,580 feet and 500 feet near river miles 9
and 11, respectively. Further down the river the State of Florida, under
the EEL program, has purchased 3 river miles beginning below State
Route 771 and reaching to the river mouth at Charlotte Harbor.

The Myakka River oorrvider is generally in private ownership. 1In Manatee
County above the State park, orivate tracts range from 600 to over 1,000
acres and primarily are used for ranching activities, Sizable tracts also
owned by phosphate mining coompanies such as W. R. Grace (Qo., Beker
I. M. C,

Below State Route 780 private ownership accounts for 25 river miles or 63
percent of the study area. Lands adjacent to and immediately below the
State park in Sarasota County oontinue the large privately owned tract
pattern. A large single ownership tract is located just below the park
and runs for about 2 miles on the western bank. The Exchange National
Bank of Tampa Trust has 6,020 acres bordering the State park on the west
and approximately 2 miles of river frontage below the park. On the
eastern bank, the property known as the MacArthur Tract has 4.5 miles of
river frontage. This 32,808-acre property shares more than 11 miles of
the State park's southern border.

Beginning below river mile 23 and stretching to I-75 (below river mile 20)
some development is evident with lots ranging in size from 5 to 50 acres
on the western riverbank. A short stretch of small lots with 60 foot
frontages begins on the western side above river mile 22 forming a pocket
of residential development above the I-75 rest area,

Between I-75 and U.S. 471 {(river miles 19.5 to 12) large tracts dominate
the eastern bank of the river. On the western bank below the interstate
there is a section of 6-acre river front lots. Moving down river, the
size increases to as much as 40 acres. At river mile 14.5 is Rambling
Rest, an 80-acre camping facility. Venetia Inc, ownership begins above
river mile 14 and continues on the western river bank to U.S. 4t and
beyond. This tract has a total of 16,387 acres with rmoughly 3 miles
fronting the river.

From U.S. 41 to the Charlotte County line, the Venetia property continues
on the west bank to about river mile 11 and the city of Worth Port limits.
Thig tract has been purchased by the Berry Investment Corporation which
has 3 miles fronting the river. On the eastern bank below the highway is
the Lazy River Limited property which is the site of a mobile home
development.
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Completion of I-75 will 1ikely spur increased residental and commercial
development '

Much of the Lower basin aréa has been subdivided



The Primary Land Use in the Upper Watershed is Agriculture

Numerous Shallow Depressions and Wetland characterize the undeveloped
McArthur Tract



Riverfront property from the Charlotte County line to El Jobean at State
Route 771 is subdivided into lots averaging a quarter acre in size., Most
are located an the numerous manmade canals which line this portion of the
river. The majority of the lots remain undeveloped. Below State Route
771 land adjacent to the river is State owned.

Navigability and Riparian Rights

The distinction between a navigable body of water and a non-navigable one
is a key issue in the law of water rights and riparian rights.
Classification as a navigable water body indicates that the State of
Florida holds ownership of the river bottom up to the ordinary high water
line. If the river is not classified as navigable, the riparian owner
holds title to the river bed to the center of the stream. Development of
detailed meaning and application of the navigability question has been,
for the most part, left to the oourts operating on a case-by-case basis.

The test of navigability applied by PFederal oourts has undergone
considerable change. CQurrent opinions state that for some purposes, the
federal tests look not only to whether the water body is navigable, in
fact, in its natural state, but whether it can be made so by man-made
improvements. The United States Supreme Court opinion in U.S. wvs.
Appalachian Electric Power Company 311 U.S8. 377 (1940), indicated that
suitability for commercial navigability can be proved .by personal or
private use of boats upon the water. OCongress added an amendment to the
Rivers and Harbors Act which stated, ". . .commerce shall include the use
of waterways by seasonal passenger craft, yachts, houseboats, fishing
boats, motor boats, and other similar craft, whether or not operated for
hire.”

Florida ocourts, in Baker vs. State ex rel. Jones, 87 So. 2d 497 {1956) and
lopez vs. Smith 145 So. 24 509 (2d D.C.A. Florida 1962), have equated
navigability with the possibility of use for purposes ocommon to the
public, The definition of mavigability is also tied closely to the use of
a water body or at least potential use for commerce at the period of
statehood. There are four basic determinants of the commercial use of a

waterbody.

t. 'The nature and character of water borne ocommerce during the statehood
period.

2. The nature of the craft used for this purpose.

3. Size, depth, location and other physical characteristics of the water
body .

4. Obstructions to navigation.

Florida courts have issued opinions indicating that current potential
commercial use rather than ommercial history is the test for
navigability. Pederal ocourts have traditionally granted State governments
the authority to remove any dbstructions to navigation.
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Evidence indicating that the portion of the Myakka River in the study area
is navigable includes:

1. The extent and manner of commercial use is not an issue, The river
only need be capable of being used for commerce, no matter in what
mode the ocommerce may be conducted. The Myakka River experiences a
great deal of pleasure hovating by tourists and local residents which
courts have implied is a commercial activity or use of the water.

2, 'Te region of Florida in which the Myakka River runs its oourse was
dependent upon waterways for transportation before the advent of the
railrocads in 1880. In rivers which oould not support large craft
pirvogues, cypress cances, and cypress skiffs were in reqular use by
the military, Indians, and settlers. A reascnable conclusion may be
drawn that canoes and shallow draught skiffs were a customary mode of
trade and travel in the region and on the Myakka River during the
statehood period.

3. The Myakka River is on the U.S. Army (orps of Engineers aministrative
list of navigable rivers.

Recreation Resources

Florida, perhaps more than any other State, is associated with tourism and
recreation. The State is endowed with an excellent climate and an
extensive wastline featuring some of the world's most scenic beaches.
Tourism is Florida's largest industry with over 35 million tourists
visiting the State in 1980 gernerating nearly $17 billion in expenditures.
Tourists generate 64 percent of the total demand for outdoor recreation

activities. The resident population is also active in outdoor
recreation.

The 28,875 acre Myakka River State Park is the largest park in the State
of Florida park system. The primary focus of the park is the Myakka River
and its adjacent prairie and marsh habitats. It is one of the most
spectacular wildlife areas in the oountry and provides outstanding
recreational opportunities in a wilderness setting. A 7500-acre
wilderness preserve has been designated by the State within the park. The
park also provided campgrounds, a backpacking trail, cabins, fishing, and
boating. It is projected that the Myakka River State Park will meet the
need for regional parks in the area well into the next century.

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Florida. As of 1982, there were no national
wild and scenic rivers located in the State. One river, the Suwannee, was
studied for inclusion into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
That study, completed by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in 1974,
recommended the river be included in the system by State action under
Section 2{a}) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. To date, there has been
no formal State action by Florida or Georgia to designate the river as a
national wild and scenic river, The Loxahatchee River, Jlocated in
southeast Florida near Palm Beach is under study by the National Park
Service as a possible nmational wild and scenic river.
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Florida has enacted a Scenic and Wild Rivers Program, dzuigned to serve
outdoor recreation purposes through the preservation of exceptional river
and stream corridors. To date, only a single river - the Wekiva, located
near Orlando, has been granted wild river status under the State system.
Currently three streams are being reviewed for inclusion in the State
system: Blackwater River, Ichetucknee River, and Spruce Creek. None of
these streams are located in the vicinity of the Myakka study area.

3-32



CHAPTER IV

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES

The environmental and economic oonsequences are analyzed in relation to
the three alternatives and their components. Current and reasonably
foreseeable effects on the environment are included in the analysis.

A separate biological assessment as required by Section 7{c) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended in 1978, has been prepared in
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wwildlife Service (See Appendix E).

A separate c¢ovastal zone management consistency determination has been
made. The Florida Department of Environmental Regulation concurs that the
three alternatives, as presented in this document, are oonsistent with the
Florida Coastal Zone Management Plan (See Appendix F).

Alternative A - Proposed Action

This alternative proposes the designation of a 12-mile segment within
Myakka River State Park as a State-administered component of the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

To gain designation as a State-administered river, the Governor must
forward a letter to the Secretary of the Interior requesting that the
river be added to the National System and documenting how the State will

provide permanent protection for the river., This documentation provides
that:

1. The values which cause the river to be cqualified for the nmational
System mast be assured of permanent protection and management by
or pursuant to State statute. As a means to this end, the State
must adopt a program of action which will provide permanent
protection for the natural and cultural qualities of the river and
adjoining lands.

2. Protective devices for the river corridor may include, but shall
not be limited to fee acquisition, scenic easements or other than
fee acguisition, zoning, limitations on building permits and other
regulations. The intent is to provide for regulation of the use
of private lands immediately abutting or affecting the river so as
to preclude changes in use which would substantially alter the
character of the river crridor. The State must prohibit undue
adverse impacts on the river resources by its own agencies and
programs and through its permitting and licensing requirements.
If local zoning will be a major tool, it must either be in place
or expressions of local intent must be included in the
application.
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The following oonsequenc:s ars nherent “n retionel wil® o7 woas o pioes
designation:

1. Section 7 of the Wild and 3cenic Rivers Acu lnposes wabter resourcs
development restrictions on Strean secments included in the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 1t staies that ne federally assisted,
licensed, or aided projects will Dbe pevmitted on rivers in the
National System which wovuld "imvade the area"” or "unreasonably
diminish" values whioh ave present ab the time of inclusion.

2., Added incentives ace provided o improve water (uality through
cooperative efforts by the managing aegency. the Secretary of the
Interior, the State water pollution oontrol agencies and  the
Environmental Puotection Agency {(Section 1i{c} of Public Law 90-542;,

3. National desigration would help ensare that the river would be
protected in perpetuity. The State of Florida would adopt a program
of action to provide permanent protection for the natural and cultural
gualities of the designated segment <f the Myakka River. Protective
measures may inciude fee aocguisition, scenic easements, zoning,
construction and setback lines or other similar land-use oontrols.
Such mechanisms would rot be necessary for the proposed 12-mile
segment since it is glready in public owrevship.

4. A likely higher priority for financing from existing federal programs
for compatible projects which improve the river and its watershed.

Land Use ~ The watershed area above the river segment proposed for
designation is predominantly private agricultural land with large tracts
devoted to cattle ranching. 'The farmers and ranchers presently use the
river for irrigation and livestock watering purposes which the proposal
will not affect. Algso, sizeable tracts esre owned and operated by
phosphate mining ocompanies. Designation of the 12-mile segment should
have no effect on existing mining operations or water quality because,
properly enforced, axisting State and local regulations provide for
protection of the river, The river oorridor itself is primarily natural
in character.

Although the Myakka River watershed area is rural at present, there is the
potential for increased residential development., Sarasota has experienced
the spread of low—density development throughout its urban areas, which
leads to a rapid "leapfrog" encroachment of the urban setting into rural
areas. The proliferation of 1~ to 5~acre residential lots is responsible
for the rapid depletion of rural land and the utilization of large tracts
of these lands for residential development.

Alternative A (designation) could affect this land use trend by increasing
commercial and residential development pressures on the remaining portions
of the river; however, the extent of these pressures is difficult to
assess. In effect, designation ocould act as a catalyst in mach the same
way that advertising acts as a catalyst in pointing out to users or
would-be users the attractiveness of a product or resource.



The phosphate mining industry is regulated by State and local ordinance.
Chapter 380, Florida Statutes, cited as "The Florida Environmental Land
and Water Management Act of 1972" has the legislative intent to protect
the natural resources and environment of the State. The intent of the Act
is to insure a water management system that will reverse the deterioration
of water quality and protect the health, welfare, safety and quality of
life of State residents.

Ordinance Number B1-22 of Manatee County regulates mining and reclamation
activities in that county. The ordinance provides for operating permits
before mining activities can begin; provides criteria for mining
activities; provides permitting procedures, reclamation requirements,
enforcement procedures and many other regqulatory provisions for the mining
industry. The ordinance also establishes an environmental monitoring
program. This program monitors surface water quality, surface water

quantity, ground water cuality, ground water ¢uantity, rainfall, radiation
in soils and water, and air quality.

State and local regulations such as the above place many restrictions on
the phosphate mining industry. The designation of the Myakka as a wild
and scenic river would not change those regulations nor materially affect
their interpretation.

Fish and Wildlife - Designation of the 12-mile segment as wild and scenic
river would not change fish and wildlife laws (Section 13(a) of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act). To the extent that designation would prohibit

water resource development projects, fish and wildlife resources would be
protected.

Recreation Use - Increased recreational use could damage the fragile
ecological values associated with the river and increase trespassing and
poaching on private land, A key component of the proposed management
strategy is the concentration of recreation use within existing recreation
areas in the Myakka River State Park. Additional access for recreational
use along private lands will not be provided and recreational use of
private lands will be discouraged by river management agencies.

Since the Myakka is on the Corps of Engineers list of navigable rivers, it
is included under Corps of Engineers permitting requlations. Permit
applications for boat docks and other construction will, therefore, be
more carefully reviewed if the Myakka is a wild and scenic river. The
Mvakka is not used for commercial transportation, therefore, use is for
recreational purposes and oonstruction relating to river access would be
for recreation purposes. There would be no oonflict within the section
recommended for designation because the State park already has adequate
river access. Should any future development be proposed within the river
corridor of the park, consistency with wild and scenic river status would
be required. '

Power Generation - Designation of the Myakka as a coomponent of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System would preclude construction of the
type of projects mentioned in Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
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Act. However, the topography of this area makes infeasib’: tiydvoslectric
generating facilities, Therefore, this alternative would not affect
energy production from water.

Section 7(a) prohibits the FERC from licensing a transmission line across
a wild and scenic river., However, if the Secretary of the Interior
determines that a proposed transmission facility would not adversely
affect the values for which the river is designated, additional projects
could be built. It is likely that additional facilities in the existing
160-foot right-of~way would be permitted.

In sumary, the absence of federal lands in the river corridor would make
only the provismns of Section 7{a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
relevant in determining impacts of designation. Topography precludes any
hydroelectric facility, and the existence of a State Park already
precludes most federally permitted activities which would adversely affect
natural values. No significant adverse effects can be expected if
Altlernative A is implemented.

Alternative B - Protection Without Designation

This alternative includes all 37 miles of river determined eligible for
the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The primary difference between
Altermmative A and Alternative B is that the protective restrictions
included in Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act would rnot apply
to the 12 miles of river in Alternative A. However, all State and Federal
regulations would continue in effect for all 37 miles. Land purchase
efforts oould continue; however, the lack of national status may reduce
the impetus for State and local governments to implement protective
measures (legislation, zoning, acquisition, etc.).

Land Use - Local governments have several options to use in protecting the
Myakka River. These include adherence to a coomprehensive plan,
ordinances, incentive taxation programs, transfer of development rights
and acgquisition.

Florida's 1975 Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act which mandates
the preparation, adoption and implementation of a comprehensive plan by
all units of local governmment, oontains several sections which are
pertinent to river preservation, future land use, oonservation,
recreation, current land use, and intergovernmental coordination elements.

Various local ordinances are another means of providing river oorridor
protection., A 1981 Florida Supreme Court finding upheld the right of the
local government to regulate growth and protect water quality by blocking
a massive development on southwest Florida wetlands. This decision may
encourage local governments to take action for which they now have legally
sanctioned authority. 2oning ordinances are the most prevalent means of
controlling land use at the local level, Other regulatory means include
flood oontrol ordinances; subdivision regulations; building setbacks or
scenic easements; watershed protection ordinances and mining ordinances.
The latter measure would require operation of coounties outside the
immediate river corridor. Impact assessment procedures similar to the



State process which requires consideration of development impacts on an
area, could be established by the counties. However, it should be noted
that Sarasota County currently asesses development impacts through their
specific habitat regulatory programs.

Transfers of Development Rights have been adopted in Sarasota County.
This process permits the transferring of development rights from rural
areas or those for which protection is desired to areas where higher
densities are encouraged.

Direct acquisition by the local government or by the State Government is
another option. The State under current laws buys its parks and preserves
from willing sellers and under programs administered by the Division of
State Lands. Another program is the "Save Qur Rivers" law which sets up a
trust for protecting river systems, This money is divided between the
five State water management districts which have condemnation powers.

In addition to the existing protective measures described under Land Use
for Alternative A, the Myakka oould be designated as a Florida Wild and
Scenic River within the State System. Regardless of the designation
status it seems evident that the portion of the Myakka within Myakka River
State Park will oontinue to be protected from all presently foreseen
threats.

Fish and Wildlife - There would be very little difference in the impact on
fish and wildlife habitat between Alternatives A and B for the river
corridor segment within Myakka River State Park. The primary impact on
wildlife habitat would be the effect designation could have on providing
the impetus for additional land purchases by the public sector.

Existing laws such as those mentioned under Land Use would give some
protection to fish and wildlife habitat for the present time. However, in
future years designation of the river would bring increased attention to
environmental problems.

Recreation Use - In the absence of a management plan, as required for a
State-administered addition to the System, a river management plan would
not be developed., There would probably be less use without designation,
although this cannot be quantified. Existing regulations do not prohibit
additional boat docks along the river. Therefore, there would be little
justification for denying river access applications. Any increase in hoat
docks oould adversely affect the scenic qualities of the river and the
river corridor.

Power Generation — The protection that Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act affords to designated rivers is a formidable force for
preservation that would be more effective than other existing or proposed
future regulations. However, as mentioned under Alternative A, the area
is so flat that a power generation dam is not feasible.
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In summary, only the protections afforded by Section 7{a} ¢f the Fiid and
Scenic Rivers Act would be foregone for this alternacive. Giver.
topographic considerations and protections already provided for resources
in the Myakka River State Park, there are mo significant differences in
impacts between Alternatives A and B,

Alternative C -~ No Action/Fxisting Trends

This alternative characterizes the future conditions expected to occur in
the study area without a formal management plan or designation as a wild
and scenic river. The existing trend plan assumes that growth and
development in the river basin study area will occur as proiected in
existing local and regional plans.

Land Use - Existing land use is explained in Chapter 3. As population
densities increase and as the demand for goods and services increase, all
areas of fast growth, such as the Myakka River watershed, will experience
increased pressure for both development and for preservation of areas
within the watershed and for the river itself.

Sarasota County's Comprehensive Plan, published in 1980, identifies a need
to aoquire river access sites for cance trails so as to increase the
recreation potential of the oounty's natural waterways, although the
Myakka is not specifically mentioned. The plan also identifies a reed to
strive to oonserve large tracts of undeveloped lands, such as the McArthur
Tract on the Myakka River, for their environmental, recreational, and open
space values.

Sarasota County's Comprehensive Plan also identifies the Myakka as a
potential water supply source. The oounty's plan recognizes the unique
riverine habitat the Myakka provides as the only river flowing through the
county. Alsc recognized is the fact that the Myakka is the second largest
individual supplier of f£reshwater to the Charlotte Harbor estuary.
Although the County of Sarasota may purchase the McArthur Tract for
conservation purposes in the future, they are in addition oconsidering use
of the tract for potential potable water supply. They are in initial
thinking stages of what alternatives coould be developed. Bowever,
structural development would be unlikely and may not be cost effective
given corridor topography. Given the lack of plans we can not determine
if a structure designed to divert water would preclude river values.

The protection afforded by the permitting and review requirements of
Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act would not be available
under this altrernative,

Fish and Wildlife - Existing fish and wildlife oonditions and threatened
and endangered species are discussed in Chapter 3, Development pressures
within this fast-growing area will certainly displace some wildlife
habitat during the coming vears. Residential development along the Myakka
has already filled in some of the wetland habitat, as development has been
allowed to proceed right up to the banks of the river.

Recreation Use -~ As stated under Alternative B it is expected that
recreation use would be slightly less if the Myakka is not designated.




Power Generation - The same conditions and analysis as stated for
Alternative B are applicable here.

In summary, the Myakka River would not be included in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers Systen but would oontinue to receive protection from
local, State and PFederal Government agencies. Increased uncontrolled
recreational use and development outside the park may result in
destruction of valuable natural resources. A no action alternative to the
proposal may result in a laxness by State and local government officials
to protect river values using existing regqulations.

4~7



CHAPTER V
LIST OF PREPARERS
Sharon C. Keene, Chief, Rivers and Trails Division, National Park Service,
Southeast Regional Office, responsible for overall program management.

Fred van Vonno, Outdoor Recreation Planner, National Park Service,
Southeast Regional Office, study team leader 1981-1983.

Charles M. Schuler, Outdoor Recreation Planner, National Park Service,
Southeast Regicnal Office, study team leader 1983.

Gene A, Tingle, Park Planner, National Park Service, Southeast Regiocnal
Office, study team leader 1980-1981,

Andrea R. Clute, Student Intern, National Park Service, Southeast Regional
Office, research assistance.
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CHAPTER VI

LIST OF AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS TO WHOM
COPIES OF THE ASSESSMENT WERE SENT

Coordination in che Review of the Draft Environmental Assessment

Copies of the draft environmental assessment were sent to the
following agencies, organizations, and persons for their review and
comment.

Federal Agencies

Department ot Enerqy

Department of Agriculture

Deparorent. of Defensze

Environmental Protection Agency

Department of Transportation

Bureau of Reclamation

Department oif the Interior

Department of Commerce

Department of Housing. and Urban Development

State of Fiorida

Office of the Governor

Southwest Florida Water Management District
Department of Environmental Regulation

Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission

Depariment of Natural Resources

Department of Transportation

Office of the Attorney General

Department of Community Affairs

Division of Forestry

Division of Archives, History and Records Management

Local /Regional

Sarasota County

Manatee County

Charlotte County

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council

Special Interest Groups and Individuals

Adjacent Landowners

Audubon Society, Inc.

Florida wWildlife PFederation

Florida Defenders of the Environment
The Trust for Public Land

Florida Nature Conservancy

Sierra Club
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B.

Consultation and Coordination in the Development of 2 Proposal and

in Preparation of the Environmental Assessment

The chronclogy of major actions is as follows:

November 10, 1978

January 18, 1979

October 26, 1979

April 9-10, 1980

September 13, 1980

September 20, 1980

The Myakka River was authorized for study by
the Congress to determine its potential Ffor
inclusion in the WNational Wild and Secenic
Rivers System.

The National Park Service held a public
meeting in Sarasota, Florida, to explain what
the Myakka River study would entail.

A National Park Service press release
announced the formal initiation of the study.

The National Park Service held a public
meeting in Sarasota, Florida, and in Punta
Gorda, Florida. These meetings provided
valuable information ooncerning the range of
options concerning the Myakka.

The National Park Service hosted a public
planning workshop in Punta Gorda in
cooperation with the Charlotte County/Punta
Gorda Planning Commission. Approximately 50
people attended including local elected
officials, representatives of various
government agencies, landowners, environmental
interests and other interested citizens.

The WNational Park Service hosted a mublic
planning workshop in Sarasota with the
cooperation of the Sarasota County Planning
Department. Over 100 people attended the

workshop.
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Myakka River Study Update
Sedptember, 1981
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Introduction

This update provides a summary of the study team's preliminary findings and
a brief description of the alternative plans bheing considered for the Myakka
River Study Report. In the last study update (December 1980), we indicated
that the next time you would be hearing from us would be on completion of
the draft study report. However, considering the diverse public input
received since the last update, we have decided to issue our preliminary
findings before publishing them in the formal study report. Please review
the preliminary alternatives and indicate which alternative plan(s) you
support, and indicate any modifications you feel necessary. Yowr reasons
for preferring one alternative over another would also be helpful in
determining the attributes and deficiencies of each of the alternatives.
Your comments, together with an evaluation of the river's resources, will
provide the basis for selecting the alternative to be recommended to
Congress.,

Extension of the Study Area

In evaluating the Myakka's eligibility for the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, the authorized study area was extended to include the Myakka
River State Park and river area up to the county voute 780 river crossing
{see Classification Map).

Joint Department of Agriculture and Department of Interior gquidelines for
conducting wild and scenic river studies provide that ", . . adjacent river
areas not included in the congressional mandate may he studied if their
inclusion ¢ould facilitate management of the resouces of the river and
adjacent land areas."” The quidelines also state that ". . . management of
the river area may be facilitated by extension to include established or
available access points not included in the mandated study segment."

The study team's rationale for extending the study area is as follows:

1. The Myakka River State Park which encompasses approximately 10 miles
of the Myakka River, immediately adjoins the authorized study area, is
in public rather than private ownership, is presently managed in a
protective status, and is perhaps the most outstanding natural resocurce
area within the Myakka River system;




2. The river area immediately above the State park wp tc the county rouce
780 crossing also exhibits many of the scenic, wildlife, and
recreation qualities of the State park. The route 780 crossing, in
addition to providing a readily distinguishable boundary, provides a
ocontrol point for potential access that oould facilitate both resource
management and public use.

Preliminary Findings - Eligibility

This section describes, in general terms, the study team's findings
regarding the Myakka's eligibility for the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. The decision whether to recomnend to Congress that the Myakka be
added to the system has not yet been made, therefore, discussion at this
time is limited to eligibility. when a recommendation is made, it will be
based on the feasibility of adding the Myakka to the System. The question
is, can a suitable protective and management strategy be implemented for the
Myakka that {8 in keeping with the provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act? Your comments regarding the alternative concept plans will help in
making that determination.

1. The following segments of the Myakka River study area meet the
eligibility criteria described in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and
therefore, qualify for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System:

a. The river segment from county route 780 south to the
Sarasota/Charlotte County line (approximately 34 river miles).

- b. The river segment beginning approximately 1/2 mile south of county
route 771 (EL Jobean area) to the river's mouth in the vicinity of
Hog Island (approximately 3 river miles).

2. The eligible river segments possess outstandingly remarkable scenic,
ecologic, fish and wildlife, and recreational values. In aidition, a
preliminary evaluation of the cultural resources of the river area
by the State Historic Preservation Officer of Florida indicates that
"the potential for archeological and historic sites along the river
is quite high" and that the more significant sites would be expected
to be found "along the edges of the floodplains and sites within and
near the bank areas.”

3. ,'l‘l‘le gegnent from the Sarasota/Charlotte County line to the El Jobean
~~area possesses significant natural resource and recreational qualities,
however, the degree of development and shoreline alteration within this
river segment is judged to be inconsistent with the criteria for wild
and Scenic River designation.

4. Although the area of oonsideration for inclusion in the national system
is limited to the river south of Route 780, research indicates that
upstream segments are integral componénts of the overall river system.




CLASSIFICATION oF EL4IBLE BIVER SEGCHENTS
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The upper watershed, particularly Flatford Swamp and Tatum Sawgrass
Marsh contribute to the overall water quality, flood moderation, and
viability of fish and wildlife resources throughout the Myakka River and
Charlotte Harbor estuary.

Preliminary Findings - Classification

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires the study team to classify all
eligible river segments. Classification is the method of describing the
physical character of the river area as it exists at the time of river
study. Those areas, essentially natural in character, are classified
(labeled) wild; those areas somewhat less natural are classified scenic, and
those segments that are still predominately natural yet contain some
development are classified recreational. It is important to note that
classification is a means of describing the existing character of the river
area and is not used to indicate future use of the river. For example,
recreational classification does mot necessarily imply increased
recreational use,

Based on physiographic and man-made characteristics, the eligible segments
of the Myakka are classified as follows:

Segment A: From the Route-780 crossing south to a point where riverfront
residential development begins (approximately 18.5 river miles), This
segnent is largely natural in character with little evidence of man's
ackiVity, = ~ = = = = - - . . - e e e e e e e m s e m s -~ SCENIC

%lsnt B: From the initial point of residential development south to the
vicinity of Snook Haven Fish Camp (approximately 5 river miles). This area
is predominantly natural in character yet exhibits some oconcentrated areas
of residential development and highway crossings. ~ = = ~ = = RECREATIONAL

Segment C: From Snook Haven Fish Camp south to a point just yriver of the
U.S. 41 highway crossing (approximately 6 river miles). This area is
largely natural with little evidence of man's activity. - — — - - - + SCFENIC

nt D: From a point just above the U.S, 4] highway crossing downriver
to the Sarasota/Charlotte County line (approximately 4.5 river miles).
Although some concentrated areas of development oocur near the U.S., 41
crossing, this segment is predominantly natural exhibiting wide expanses of
productive salt marsh and mangrove habitat, — = « = = = = = « = RECREATIONAL

Segment E: From a point approximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 at El Jobean
to the river's mouth in the vicinity of Hog Island (approximately 3 river

miles). This area is predominantly natural in character with limited areas
of commercial (marina) development, — ~ = = « = = = = = = = = = = ~ = SCENIC




Alternative Courses of Action

The alternative concept plans described in this update are based on a
framework of legislative mandates, resource factors, and public ooncern.
The alternatives offer optional strategies for the future of the Myakka
River area. The alternmatives present a range of protective measures,
consider both designation ardd non-designation, and provide for
administrative responsibility ranging from substantial federal involvement
to alternatives that would essentially allow existing trends and conditions
to ocontinue,

Alternative One - Continuation of Existing Trends and Conditions
{No Action}

In this alternative, existing trends in land use and development would
continue, The Myakka would not be added to either the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System or the State Scenic and Wild River System. No action,
occurring as a result of this study effort, would be initiated by Federal or
State government to protect the Myakka. Protection, beyond existing
statutes and ordinances, would require local initiative to institute river
and land-use controls designed to preserve the river's resources.

A coalition of riverfront landowners and other concerned individuals could
be formed on a voluntary basis for the purpose of encouraging local and,
where appropriate, the State and Federal Governments to initiate and
adequately enforce protective measures for the river.

Alternative Two - Establish a Myakka River Commission

This alternative proposes establishing a Myakka River Commission to
coordinate efforts for conserving the Myakka River area. The commission
woitld represent the tri-county area of Manatee, Sarasota, and Charlotte
Counties and would be corposed of landowners, conservationists, business
interests, as well as appropriate representatives of local government.
Technical assistance and consultation oould be provided through appropriate
regional, State, and federal agencies.

The commission would have two primary responsibilities:

1. To develop land use and river controls to he ajopted by the appropriate
local and State govermment for the purpose of protecting the river area from
detrimental land and water uses.

2. To serve as a permanent organization having review authority of permit
applications, variances, exceptions, etc., affecting the Myakka River area.
The commission would develop review criteria and quidelines to ensure that
its review procedures are objective, consistent, and uniformly applied.

wWhen oonsidering methods for creating such a commission, several options
appear feasible:

1. Special Legislative Act - the State of Florida wuld, through sgpecial
legislation, create a Myakka River Commission;




SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES

ALTERNATIVES
1 2 3 4 5
Designation
National No Optional Not initially-could Yes Yes
later be designated
thru 2(a)(ii)
process
State No Optional Yes No No
Management
Federal No No Only if added to No Yes
National System thru
2(a)(ii) process
State No No Yes Yes Nol/
Cther No specific river River Commission2/ -— - -
management program
proposed
Geographic Area N/A Determined by Determined by Option t1: All Option 1: All
Commission-should Florida DNR eligible segments eligible segments

include river thru
tri-county area

Option 2: Route 780
south to US 41

Option 2: Foute 780
south to US 41

1/ Shared management with State thru Cooperative Agreement.

2/ 1If added to State or National River System, shared management with State would be necessary.



2. FExisting State legislation authorizing "Resource Planning and Management
Committees” oould be used to create a Myakka River Commission. This method
could also involve resource protection resulting from "Area of Critical
State Concern" designation,

3. Joint effort by the Boards of County Commissioners for the tri-county
area--recognizing the need for a regional approach to planning for the
Myakka, the Boards of County Commissiconers for Manatee, Sarasota, and
Charlotte Counties oould mutually agree to create and make appointments to.
the Myakka River Commission. The Commission would be established through
cooperation with riverfront landowners, interest groups, as well as,
appropriate State and federal requlatory officials.,

4, Council of Govermments - in this option, the Myakka River Commission
oould be structured as described in Option Three. However, the oommission
would be sanctioned by State government through existing legislation that
authorizes the ooalition of local governments to establish a "Council of
Governments.” '

5. Authority of Manasota Basin Board ~ the Southwest Florida Water
Management District through its political subdivision, the Manasota Basin
Board, could request that a committee be formed to plan and monitor
protective efforts for the Myakka River.

Whichever organizational format is selected, it is important that the River
Commission coordinate its activities with those of the Southwest Florida
Regional Planning Council, the Tampa Bay Regional Plaining Council and the
Southwest Florida Water Management District to ensure a uniform planning
approach to the river area.

In this alternative, the option exists for including the Myakka in the
National System. If it can be demonstrated that establishing a Commission
would ensure future protection of the Myakka in a manner oonsistent with the
provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the Myakka oould be added to
the National System. If this were to occur, the Commission rather than
Federal or State Government would have primary management responsibility for
the river. It would be necessary for the commission to enter into
cooperative agreement with the Florida Department of Natural Resources
regarding management of river segments in Myakka River State Park. Wederal
Government involvement would be limited to the review of proposed water
resource projects as described through Section 7 of the W11d and Scenic
Rivers Act.

Although management of a nationally designated river by a local or regional
commission is a departure fram traditional practice, this concept is
receiving increased attention as a means of providing national river
protection through local rather than federal control.

Alternative Three - State Action to Include the Myakka River in the Florida
Scenic and Wild River System

In this alternative, the Myakka would be included in the Florida Scenic and
Wild River System rather than the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.




The State, in oooperation with local government, would determine the
protective techniques necessary for the river corridor.

Administration and management of the river would be the responsibility of
State government. There would be mo federal involvement in either
administration or management of the river. The State, through cooperative
agreement, could share its management role with local government.
Cooperative management would he advisable in protecting river areas lying
outside the Myakka River State Park. The geographic area to be included in
the State System would be determined by the Florida Department of Natural
Resources,

If after inclusion in the State System, the State wishes to gain additional
protection through national designation, the Governor of Florida may apply
for national designation according %o the provisions of Section 2(a){ii} of
the Wild and Scenic River Act., Section 2(a)(ii) provides that upon
application by the Governor, the Secretary of Interior can designate a river
as part of the National System provided the river has already been included
in the State River System by an acy of State legislature. The river must
also meet the eligibility requirements for the National System, ard a
program of action must be prepared indicating that the river, now and in the
future, will be administered by the State in a manner that ensures the
protection of the values that qualify the river for the National System.

Alternative Four - Include the Myakka in the National Wild and Scenic River
System and provide Protection through State Acquired Interest in Riparian
T e Ll

This alternative would designate the Myakka as a national wild and scenic
river and would preserve the river corridor by establishing a "buffer zone"
along the river in which building, vegetation removal, and site alteration
would be prohibited. To establish the buffer, the State of Florida would
negotiate for easement acquisition (purchase or transfer of development
rights), donation, or similar methods appropriate to the given landownership
situation, The buffer width would be the minimal distance necessary to
protect the visual corridor as seen from the river, as well as, protecting
the natural features of the shoreline. Where necessary, a selected site(s)
would be acquired as a day use canoe rest area. The MacArthur Tract,
inmediately south of the Myakka River State Park, could provide the limited
space necessary for such a site. No interference with Sarasota County's
plans for potable water withdrawal from the MacArthur Tract would occur.,

The intent of this alternative is to provide for the continuation of £
existing agricultural and similarly compatible uses of riparian land while
acquiring the minimal interest necessary to ensure the future preservation
of the Myakka River corridor. No restrictions of the existing rights of
riverfront landowners to control access, trespass, etc., would occur.

Interpretive programs regarding the river area would be conducted at the
Myakka River State Park. These programs would describe the ecological
significance of the Myakka and the background and purpose of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers System. These programs would also emphasize the
responsibility of river users to adhere to requlations protecting the
river's resources and the rights of those owning land along its banks.




The Florida Department of Natural Resources would have primary
administrative and management responsibility for the eligible portions of
the Myakka. The river area through Myakka River State Park will continue to
be administered and managed by the Florida Division of Recreation and Parks.
On request, the Department of Interior ould provide technical assistance to
the Florida Department of Natural Resources in preparation of the management
plan for the Myakka River.,

At the time of designation, an advisory committee should be established to
provide input into management policies and procedures for the Myakka. The
committee would advise Florida State Parks in preparing the Myakka River
Management Plan, as well as, providing periodic review and recommendation
regqarding changes in management practices or river and land use that may
adversely affect the river's resources.

Alternative Five ~ Include the Myakka in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers

System and Provide Protection Through Federal Acquired Interest in Riparian
Land

This alternative would include the Myakka in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System and would place primary responsibility for lamd protective
measures and administration with federal rather than State government. As
described in Alternative Four, this alternative would also establish a
protective buffer zone along the shoreline and where necessary, acquire a
day use rest stop for canceists.

The National Park Service would have primary administrative and management
responsibility for the eligible portions of the Myakka River. The river
area through Myakka State Park would be administered and managed through
cooperative agreement between Federal and State Govermment with primary
management responsibility resting with Florida's Division of Recreation and
Parks. Interpretive programs as described in Alternative Four would also
occur under this plan.

It ig the intent of this altermative to also allow the ocontinuation of
existing compatible land use as described in Alternative Four, As with

other alternatives, emphasis is placed on resource protection rather than
increased recreational use.

Two options appear feasible in determining the geographic area of
designation:

Option One - All eligible portions of the study area (SR 780 down river to
the Sarasota/Charlotte County line plus the river segment beginning
approximately 1/2 mile south of SR 771 down river to the river's mouth in
the vicinity of Hog Island - approximately 37 river miles).

tion Two - Continuous river segment beginning at SR 780 down river to the
US 41 bri crossing at Playmore - aporoximately 34 river miles. The
option of excluding the river segments below US 41 (Option Two) is being
considered due to increased density in land use and ownership resulting in
increased per unit and total acquisition costs as well as probable increases
in management complexity and access control. Also, the overall character of
the shoreline below US 41, although qualified, is less in keeping with the




naturalness criteria established for the national wild and scenic river
system.

Management Recommendations

The Myakka River Landowners Advisory Committee and the Myakka River
Coalition as well as other organizations and individuals have provided the
study team with numerous recommendations regarding protection of the river
area., Although many of the comments focus on broad administrative and
management options, most comments recommend the adoption of specific
management and law enforcement practices along the river. Comments
regarding river designation and administrative options have been used to
develop the alternative woncept plans presented in this update. The
specific management and enforcement comments will be used to prepare the
"Management Recommendations® section of the draft study report. The draft
report is scheduled for completion later this fall.

Where Do We Go From Here?

After receiving your comments, necessary changes to the alternative concept
plans will be made. At that time, a preferred alternative to recommend to
the Congress will be selected. The recommendation could be one of the
alternatives described in this update, or a possible modification or
combination thereof. Conceivably, if comments to this update produce a

strategy not yet considered, this too oould form the basis of our
recommendation,

Following selection of a preferred alternative, the study team will complete
the combined draft study report/environmental impact statement (EIS). The
draft report will include our findings and recommendation to the Congress, a
more detailed description of the alternative concept plans and their

impacts as well as a required description of the study area., The draft
report will undergo formal public and intergovernmental review. Because of
decreaging funds, we can print and distribute only a limited number of
oopies of the completed draft report. However, we will mail a sumary of
that report to everyone on our mailing list. A limited number of copies of
the draft report will be available at locations thmughout the study area as
well as upon request to our Atlanta office.

Feedback To National Park Service

The oooperation and assistance received thus far from interested citizens,
private corporations, special interest groups and government representatives
has been invaluable to the Myakka River planning effort. We are
particularly grateful for the assistance of the Myakka River Coalition and
the recently formed Myakka River Landowners Advisory Cormittee. We hope
that the relationship with these individuals and organizations continues and
that anyone having questions or comments will feel free to contact us at
anytime during the course of our study.




It is necessary that we receive your comments by October 16, 1981, If
convenient, please use the postage paid mail-back sheet for your response.
Bdditional sheets can be attached to the mail-back sheet if needed. All
comments and points of view will be considered carefully in preparing our
draft report.




Dear NPS:

Feedback to NPS
Re:

The Myakka River Study

Please fold, staple, and mai) back to NPS. Postage paid.
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Public Law 90-542
(16 U.S.C. 1271 et seq.)
WILD AND SCEMIC RIVERS ACT
as amended
through P.L. 96-580, December 23, 1980

AN ACT

To provide for a National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and for other pur-
poses.

Be it enacted by the Séﬁafe and-Hodée-of'Represénfétives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, 1hat (a) this ACt may be gited as
the "Wild and Scenic Rivers Act'.

(b) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the United States that
cartain selected rivers of the Nation which, with their immediate environ-
ments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish
and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values, shall be preserved
in free~flowing condition, and that they and their immediate environments
shail be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future gen-
erations. The Congress declares that the established natiomal policy of dam
and other construction at appropriate sections of the rivers of the United
States needs to be compiemented by a policy that would preserve other selected
rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing condition to protect the
water quality of such rivers and to fulfill other vital national conservation
purposes. :

(¢) The purpose of this Act is to implement this policy by instituting a
national wild and scenic rivers system, by designating the initial components
of that system, and by prescribing the methods by which and standards accord-
129 to which additional components may be added to the system from time to
time,

SEC. 2. (a) The national wild and scenic rivers system shall comprise
rivers (i) that are authorized for inclusion therein by Act of Congress, or
(i1) that are designated as wild, scenic or recreational rivers by or pursuant
to an act of the legislature of the State or States through which they flow,
that are to be permanently administered as wild, scenic or recreational rivers
by an agency or political subdivision of the State or States concerned, that
are found by the Secretary of the Interior, upon application of the Governor
of the State or the Governors of the States concerned, or a person or persons
thereunto duly appointed by him or them, to meet the criteria established in
this A¢t and such criteria supplementary thereto as he may prescribe, and
that are approved by him for in¢lusion in the system, including, upon appli-
cation of the Governor of the State concerned, the Allagash Wilderness YWater-
way, Maine; that segment of the Wolf River, Wisconsin, which flows through
Langlade County; and that segment of the Mew River in Morth Carolina extending
from its confluence with Dog Creek downstream approximately 26.5 miles to the
Virginia State 1ine. Upon receipt of an application under clause (ii) of this
subsection, the Secretary shall notify the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
and publish such application in the Federal Register. Each river designated



under clause (ii) shall be administered by the State or political subdivision
thereof without expense to the United States other than for administratton
and management of federally owned lands. For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, amounts made avaiigp to any State or political subdiviston under the
Land and Water Conservati ﬁ of 1965 or any other provision of law shall
not be treated as an expense to the United States. Nothing in this subsec-
tion shall be construed to provide for the transfer to, or administration by,
a Jtate or local authortity of any federally owned Tands which are within the
boundaries of any river included within the system under clause (ii).

(b) A wtld, scenic or recreational river area aligible to be included
in the system is a free-flowing stream and the related adjacent land area
that possesses one or more of the values referred to in section 1, subsection
(b) of this Act. Every wild, scenic or recresational river in its free-flow-
ing conditton, or upon restoration to this condition, shall be considered
eligtble for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system and,
;flgnc}uded. shall be classified, designated, and administered as one of the

ollowing:

(1) uild river areas-~Those rivers or sections of rivers that are
free of impoundments and generally tnaccessible except by trail, with
watersheds or shorelines essentfally primitive and waters unpolluted.
These represent vestiges of primitive America.

(2) Scenic river areas--Those rivers or sections of rivers that
are free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely
primﬁ:;VC and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places
by roads.

(3) Recreational river areas--Those rivers or sections of rivers
that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have some
daveiopment along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some
impoundmant or diversion in the past.

SEC. 3. {(a) The following rivers and the land adjacent thareto are
hereby designated as components of the national wild and scenic rivers sys-
tem:

(1) CLEARWATER, MIDDLE FORK, IDANHO.-~The !tiddle Fork from the town of
Kooskia upstream to the town of Lowell; the Lochsa River from its junctiaon
with the Selway at Lowell forming the Middle Fork, upstream to the Powell
Ranger Station; and the Selway River from Lowell upstream to its origin; to
be administered by the Secrstary of Agriculture,

(2) ELEVEN POINT, MISSOURI.--The sagment of the river extending down-
stream from Thomasville to State Highway 142; to be administered by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture,

(3) FEATHER, CALIFORNIA.-=The entire Middle Fork downstream from the

confluence of its tributary streams one kilometar south of Beckwourth, Cali-
fornia; to be administerasd by the Secretary of Agriculture,
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(4) RIO GRANDE, NEW MEXICO.--The segment extending from the Calorado
State line downstream to the State Highway 96 crossing, and the lower four
miles of the Red River; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(%) ROGUE, OREGON.--The segment of the river extending from the mouth
of the Applegate River downstream to the Lobster Creek Bridge; to be admin-
istered by agencies of the Departments of the Interior or Agriculture as
ggraed upon by the Secretaries of said Departments or as directed by the

resident.

{6) SAINT CROIX, MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN.-~The segment between the dam
near Taylors Falls, Minnesota, and the dam near Gordon, Wisconsin, and its
tributary, the Namekagon, from Lake Namekagon downstream to its confluence
with the Saint Croix; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior:
Provided, That except as may be required in connection with items (a) and
{b) af this paragraph, no funds available to carry out the provisions of this
Act may be expended for the acquisition or development of lands in connection
with, or for administration under this Act of, that portion of the Saint Croix
River between the dam near Taylors Falls, Minnesota, and the upstream end of
Big Island in Wisconsin, until sixty days after the date on which the Secre-
tary has transmitted to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House
of Representatives a proposed cooperative agreement between the Northern
States Power Company and the United States (a) whereby the company agrees
to convey to the Unfted States, without charge, appropriate interests in
certain of its lands between the dam near Taylors Falls, Minnesota, and the
upstream end of Big Island in Wisconsin, including the company's right, title,
and interest to approximately one hundred acres per mile, and (b) providing
for the use and development of other lands and interests in land retained
by the company between said points adjacent to the river in a manner which
shall complement and not be inconsistent with the purposes for which the
lands and interests in land donated by the company are administered under
this Act. Said agreement may also include provision for State or local
governmental participation as authorized under subsection {e) of section 10
of this Act. A one-thousand-three-hundred-and eighty-acre portion of the
area commonly known as the Velie Estate, located adjacent to the Saint Croix
River in Douglas County, Wisconsin, as depicted on the map entitled “"Boundary
Map/Velie Estate--Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway", dated September 1980,
and numbered 630-90,001, may be acquired by the Secretary without regard to
any acreage limitation set forth in subsection (b) of this section or sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 6 of this Act,

(7) SALMON, MIDDLE FORK, IDAHO.-<From its origin to its confluence with
the main Salmon River; to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture.

(8) WOLF, WISCONSIN.-~From the Langlade~Menominee County line down-
stream to Keshena Falls; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

{9} LOWER SAINT CROIX, MINNESQOTA AND WISCONSIN.--The segment between
the dam near Taylors Falls and its coanfluence with the Mississippi River:
Provided, (1) That the upper twenty-seven miles of this river segment shall
be administered by the Secretary of the Interior; and (ii) That the lower
twenty~-five miles shall be designated by the Secretary upon his approval of
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an application for such designation made by the Rovernors of the States c:
Minnesota and Wisconsin,

(NOTE: The indented portion that follows was fncluded in the
legtstation adding the Lower Saint Croix River to the System
(P.L. 92-560), but not as an amendment to P.L. 90-542.)

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Intarior shall, within one
year following the date of enactment of this Act, take, with
respect to the Lower Saint Croix River segment, such action as
is provided for under section 3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act: Provided, That (a) the action required by such section
shall De undertaken jointly by the Secrestary and the appropriate
agencies of the affected Statas; (b} the development pian re-
quired by such section shall be construed to be a comprghensive
master plan which shall fnclude, but not be limited to, a deter-
mination of the lands, waters, and interests therein to be
acquired, developed, and administered by the agencies or polit-
ical subdivisions of the affected States; and (¢) such develop-
ment plan shall provide for State administration of the Tower
twenty-five miles of the Lower Saint Croix River segment and
for continued administration by the States of Minnesota and
Wisconsin of such State parks and fish hatcheries as now lie
within the twenty-seven-mile segment to be administered by the
Secretary of the Intarior. '

SEC. 4. Notwithstanding any provision of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act which limits acquisition authority within a
river segment to be administered by a Federal agency, the
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin may acquire within the
twenty-seven-mile segment of the Lower Saint Crofx River sag-
ment %0 be administered by the Secretary of the Interior such
lands as may be proposed for their acquisition, development,
operation, and maintanance pursuant to the development plan
required by section 3 of this Act.

SEC. 5. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to impair
or otherwise affect such statutory authority as may be vested
in the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard is
operating or the Secrstary of the Army for the maintenance of
navigation aids and navigation improvements.

SEC. 6. (a) There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisiong of this
Act, but not to exceed $7,275,000 for the acquisition and de-
velopment of lands and interests therein within the boundaries
of the twenty-seven-mile segment of the Lower Saint Croix River
sagment to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

{b) No funds otherwise authorized to be appropriated by this

section shail be expended by the Secrstary of the Interior until
he has determined that the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin have
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initiated such land acquisition and develonment as may be pro-
posed pursuant to the development plan required by section 3 of
this Act, and in no event shal) the Secretary of the Interior
expend rore than $2,550,000 of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this section in the first figcal year following comw
pletion of the development plan required by section 3 of this
Act. The balance of funds authorized to be appropriated by this
section shall be expended by the Secretary of the Interior at
such times as he finds that the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin
have made satisfactory progress in their implementation of the
development plan required by section 3 of this Act.

(10} CHATTOOGA, NORTH CAROLIMA, SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA.--The seament
from 0.8 mile below Cashiers Lake in North Carolina to Tugaloo Reservoir,
and the West Fork Chattooga River from its junction with Chattooga upstream
7.3 miles, as generally depicted on the boundary map entitled "Proposed Wild
and Scenic Chattooga River and Corridor Boundary", dated August 1973; to be
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture: Provided, That the Secretary
of Agriculture shall take such action as is provided for under subsection
(b) of this section within one year from the date of enactment of this para-
graph {10): Provided further, That for the purposes of this river, there
are authorized to be appropriated not more than $5,200,90N for the acquisi-

tion of lands and interests in lands and not more than $809,000 for develop-
ment.

(11) RAPID RIVER, IDAHQ.--The segment from the headwatars of the main
stem to the national forest boundary and the segment of the West Fork from

the wilderness boundary downstream to the confluence with the main stem, as
a wild river,

(12) SNAKE, IDAHO AND OREGOM.--The saqment from Hells Canyon Dam down-
stream to Pittsburgh Landing, as a wild river; and the seament from Pittsburah
Landing downstream to an eastward extension of the north boundary of section
1, township 5 north, range 47 east, Willamette meridian, as a scenic river.

(13) FLATHEAD, MONTANA.--The North Fork from the Canadian border down-
stream to its confluence with the Middle Fork; the Middle Fork from its head-
waters to its confluence to the South Fork; and the South Fork from its origin
to the Hungry Horse Reservoir, as generally depicted on the map entitled "Pro-
posed Flathead Wild and Scenic River Boundary Location” dated February 1976;
to be administered by agencies of the Departments of the Interior and Agri-
culture as agreed upon by the Secretaries of such Departments or as directed
by the President. Action required to be taken under subsection (b) of this
section shall be taken within one year from the date of enactment of this
paragraph, For the purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appro-
priated not more than 56,719,000 for the acquisition of Tands and interests
in lands. No funds authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this paragraph
shall be available prior to Qctober 1, 1977. .

(14) MISSQURI, MONTANA.--The segment from Fort Benton one hundred and
forty-nine miles downstream to Robinson Bridge, as generally depicted on the
boundary map entitled "Missouri Breaks Freeflowing River Proposal", dated
October 1975, to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. For the
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purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appropriated not more than
$1,800,9%00 for the acquisition of lands and interests in lands, No funa:
authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this paragraph shall be available
prior to October 1, 1977,

(NOTE: The indented portion that follows was included in the
legislation adding the Missouri River to the System (P.L. S4-
486), but not as an amendment to P.L. 90-542.)

SEC. 202. After consultation with the State and local govern-
ments and the interested publi¢, the Secretary shall, pursuant to-
section 3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and within one year
of enactment of this Act--

(1) establish detailed boundaries of the river segment
designated as a component of the National Wild and Scanic
Rivers System pursuant to sectton 1 of this Act (hereinafter
referred to as the "river area”): Provided, That the bound-
aries of the portion of the river area from Fort Benton to
Coal Banks Landing and the portion of the river area within
the boundaries of the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife
Range shall be drawn to include only the river and its bed
and exclude all adjacent land except significant historic
sites and such campsitaes and access points as are deemed
necassary by the Secretary, and to which the Secretary finds
no reasonable alternative, as set forth in the management
plan required pursuant to clause (2) of this section; and

(2) determine, in accordance with the guidelines in sec-
tion 2(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which of the
three classes<-wild river, scanfc river, or recreation rivere
best fit portions of the river segment, designate such por-
tfons in such classes, and prepare 3 management plan for the
river area in accordance with such designation,

SEC. 203. (a) The Secretary of tha Interior (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the "Secretary®) shall mana?e the river area pursuant
t0 the provisions of this Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
and in accordance with the provisions of the Taylor Grazing Act
(48 Stat, 1269), as amended (43 U.S.C. 315), under principies of
muitiple use and sustained yield, and with any other authorities
available to him for the management and conservation of natural
resourcas and the protection and enhancement of the environment,
whers such Act, principles, and authorities are consistent with
;?e purgoses and provisions of this Act and the Wild and Scenic

vers Act.

(b){(1) The Secretary may acquire land and interests in land
only in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act and the 1imitations contained in section 8
of that Act and only: (A) at Fort Benton for the visitor facility
as provided in subsection (g)(2) of this section; (8) at the site
of Fort McKanzie; (C) in that portion of the river area downstream
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from Fort Benton to Coal Banks Landing for historic sites, camp-
sites, and access points in accordance with section 202(1) of
thts Act; and (D) in that portion of the river area downstream
from Coal Banks Landing so as to provide, wherever practicable
and necessary for the purposes of this Act and the Wild and
Scent¢c Rivers Act, rim-to-rim protection for such portion,

(2) 1In accordance with section 6(b) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, the Secretary shall not acquire fee title to any
lands by condemnation under the authority of that Act or this
Act, except that the Secretary may use condemnation when neces-
sary and within the limitations on acquisition set forth in
clause (1) of this subsection to clear title, acquire scenic
easements, or acquire such other easements as are reasonably
necessary to give the public access to the river segment within
the river area and to permit its members to traverse the length
of said river area or of selected portions thereof.

(3) The Secretary shall, to the extent feasible, give pri-
ority in expenditure of funds pursuant to this Act for the acqui-
sition and development of campsites and historic sites, including
the site of the visitor center at Fort Benton and the site of Fort
McKenzte.

(c) Consistent with the provisions of this Act and the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act, the Secretary may fssue sasements, licenses,
or permits for rights-of-way through, over, or under the lands
in Federal ownership within the river area, or for the use of
such lands on such terms and conditions as are in accordance with
the provisions of this Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and
other applicable law.

(d) The Secretary is authorized to permit the construction
of a bridge across the river in the general vicinity of the com-
munity of Winifred, Montana, in order to accommodate the flow of
north-south traffic. Such construction shall be in accordance
with 2 plan which is mutually acceptable to the Secretary and
State"and local highway officials, and which is consistent with
the purposes of this Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

(e} To the extent and in a manner consistent with the pur-
poses of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act the Secretary shall per-
mit such pumping facilities and associated pipelines as may be
necessary to assure the continuation of an adequate supply of
water from the Missouri River to the owners of lands adjacent
to the river and for future agricultural uyse outside the river
corridor. The Secretary is authorized to permit such pumping
facilities and associated pipelines for use for fish, wildiife,
and recreational uses outside the river corridor.

(f) The Secretary shall permit hunting and fishing in the
river area in accordance with applicable Federal and State laws,
except that he may designate zones where, and periods when, no
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hunting or fishing shall be permitted for reasons of public
safety or administratfon. -

(g)(1) The Secretary, acting through the Bureau of Land
Management, shall exercise management responsibilities in the
river area for:

(A) the grazing of livestock;

(8) the application of the Unfted Statss mining and
mineral leasing laws;

(C) the management of fish and wildlife habitat;

(D) the diversion and use of water for agricultural
and domestic purposes;

(E) the acquisition of lands and interests thersin;

(F) the administration of public recreational uses
of, and any historic sites and campsites in, the river
area; and

(G6) all other management respoasibilities except
those set forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(2) The Secretary, acting through the National Park
Service, shall be responsible for the construction, aoperation,
and management of any visitor facil{ty in or near Fort Benton
which is found necessary in accordance with the management
plan developed pursuant to section 202 and the provision, at
such facility, of interpretive services for the historic,
archeological, scenic, natural, and fish and wildlife
resources of the area.

{15) OBED, TENNESSEE.,-~The segment from the western edge of the Catoosa
Wildlife Management Area to the confluence with the Emory River; Clear Creek
from the Morgan County line to the confluence with the Obed River, Daddys
Creek from the Morgan County line to the confluence with the Obed River; and
the Emory River from the confluence with the Obed River to the Nemo bridge
as generally depicted and classified on the stream classification map dated
December 13973, The Secretary of the Interior shall take such action, with
the participation of the State of Tennessee as is provided for under subsec-
tion (b) within one year following the date of snactment of this paragraph,

The develapment plan required by such subsection (b) shail include cooperative
agreements batween the State of Tennessas acting through the Wildlife Resources
Agency and the Secretary of the Interior. Lands within the Wild and Scenic
River boundaries that are currently part of the Catogsa Wildlife Management
Area shall continue to be owned and managed by the Tennessee Wildlife Resourcas.
Agency in such a way as to protect the wildlife resourcas and primitive char-
acter of the area, and without further development of roads, campsites, or
associated recreational facilities unless deemed necessary by that agency for
wildlife management practices. The Obed Wild and Scenic River shall be managed
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by the Secretary of the Interior. For the purposes of carrying out the pro-
visions of this Act with respect to this river, there are authorized to be
appropriated such sums as may be necessary, but not to exceed $2,000,000 for
the acquisttion of lands or interests in lands and not to axceed $400,000
for development. Mo funds authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this
paragraph shall be available prior to October 1, 1977.

(16) PERE MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN.-~The segment downstream from the junction
of the Middle and Little South Branches to its junction with United States
Highway 31 as generally depicted on the boundary map entitled "Proposed Bound-
ary Location, Pere Marquette Wild and Scenic River,"; to be administered by
the Secretary of Agriculture. After consultation with State and local govern-
ments and the interested pubitic, the Secretary shall take such action as is
provided for under subsection (b) with respect to the segment referred to in
this paragraph within one year from the date of enactment of this paragraph.
Any development or management plan prepared pursuant to subsection (b) shall
include (a) provisions for the dissemination of information to river users
and (b) such regutations relating to the recreational and other uses of the
river as may be necessary in order to protect the area comprising such river
{including lands contiguous or adjacent thereto) from damage or destruction
by reason of overuse and to protect its scenic, historic, esthetic and scien-
tific values. Such requlations shall further contain procedures and means
which shall be utitized in the enforcement of such development and management
plan. For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act with re-
spect to the river designated by this paragraph, there are authorized to be
appropriated not more than $8,125,000 for the acquisition of lands or interests
in lands and $402,000 for development.

(17) RIO GRANDE, TEXAS.--The segment on the United States side of the
river from river mile 842,33 above Mariscal Canyon downstream to river mile
651.1 at the Terrell-Val Verde County line; to he administered by the Secre-
tary of the Interior. The Secretary shall, within two years after the date
of enactment of this paragraph, take such action with respect to the segment
referrad to in this paragraph as is provided for under subsection (b), The
action required by such subsection (b) shall be undertaken by the Secretary,
after consultation with the United States Commissioner, International Boundary
and Water Commission, United States and Mexico, and appropriate officials of
the State of Texas and its political subdivisions. The development plan re-
quired by subsection (b) shall be construed to be a general management plan
only for the United States side of the river and such plan shall include,
but not be limited to, the establishment of a detailed boundary which shall
include an average of not more than 160 acres per mile. Nothing in this Act
shall be construed to be in conflict with--

(A) The commitments or agreements of the United States made by or
in pursuance of the treaty between the United States and Mexico regarding
the utilization of the Colorado and Tijuana Rivers and of the Rio Grande,
signed at Washington, February 1944 (59 Stat. 1219), or

(B) the treaty between the Unitad States and Mexico regarding main-

tenance of the Rio Grande and Colorado River as the international boundary
between the United States and Mexico, signed November 23, 1970.
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For purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act wi?h ruisect €0 .
river designated by this paragraph, there are authorized tw be appropriciiu
such sums as may be necessary, but not more than $1,650,700 for the acquisi-
tion of lands and intaerests in lands and not more than $1,800,000 for develop-
ment,

(18) SKAGIT, WASHINGTON,~-The segment from the nibaline crossing at Sedro-
Woolley upstream to and including the mouth of Bacon “reek; the Cascade River
from 1ts mouth to the junction of its North and South Forks; the South Fork to
the boundary of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area; the Sufattle River from its
mouth to the boundary of the Glacter Peak Wilderness Area at Milk Creek; the
Sauk River from its mouth to its junction with Elliott Creek; the North Fork
of the Sauk River from its junction with the South Fork of the Sauk to the
boundary of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area; as generally depicted on the
boundary map entitled "Skagit River--River Area Boundary"; all segments to be
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. Riprapping related to natural
channels with natural rock along the shorelines of the Skagit segment to pre-
serve and protact agricultural land shall not be considered inconsistent with
the values for which such segment is designated. After consultation with
affected Federal agencies, State and local government and the interested pub-
1ic, the Secretary shall take such action as 1s provided for under subsection
(b) with respect to the segments. referred to in this paragraph within one year
from the date of enactment of this paragraph; as part of such action, the Secre-
tary of Agriculture shall investigate that portion of the Morth Fork of the
Cascade River from its confluence with the South Fork to the boundary of the
North Cascades National Park and if such portion is found to qualify for incly-
ston, it shall be treated as a component of the Wild and Scenic Rivers System
designated under this section upon publication by the Secretary of natification
to that effect in the Federal Register. Ffor the purposes of carrying out the
provisions of this Act with respect to the river designated by this paragraph
there are authorized to be aporopriatad not more than $11,734,700 for the acqui-
sition of lands or interest in lands and not more than $332,400 for development,

(13) UPPER DELAWARE RIVER, NEW YORK AND PENNSYLVANIA.--The sagment of the
Upper Delaware River from the confluence of the East and West branches below
Hancock, New York, to the existing raiiroad bridge immediately downstream of
Cherry Island in the vicinity of Sparrow Bush, New York, as depictad on the
boundary map entitled "The Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River”,
dated April 1978; to be administared by the Secretary of the Interdior. Sub-
section (b) of this section shall not apply, and the boundaries and classi-
fications of the river shall be as specified on the map referred to in the
preceding sentance, excapt to the extent that such boundaries or classifica-
tions are modified pursuant to section 704(c) of the National Parks and Rac-
reation Act of 1978. Such boundaries and classifications shall be published
in the Federal Register and shall not become effective until ninety days after
they have been forwarded to the Committee on I[nterior and Insular Affairs of
the United States House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources of the United Statas Senate. For purposas of carrying out
the provisions of this Act with respect to the river designated by this para-
graph there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary.
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{NOTE: The indented portion that follows was included in the
legislation adding the Upper Delaware River to the System
(P.L. 95-625), but not as an amendment to P.L. 90-542.)

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any requirement to the contrary
contained in section 6(c) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
within one hundred and eighty days after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register
general guidelines for land and water use control measures to
be developed and implemented by the appropriate officials of
the States of New York and Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred
to as the "directly affected States"), by the local political
subdivisions, and by the Delaware River Basin Commission (here-
inafter referred to as the "Commission”). The Secretary shall
provide for participation in the development of the said general
guidelines by all levels of State, county, and local government,
and concerned private individuals and organizations, and also
shall seek the advice of the Upper Delaware Citizens Advisory
Council established in subsection (f) (hereinafter referred to
as the "Advisory Council"). In each of the directly affected
States, prior to publicatfon of such general guidelines, public
hearings shall be conducted by the Secretary or his designee,
in the region of the Upper Delaware River designated by subsec-
tion (a) (hereinafter in this section referred to as the "Upper
Delaware River").

(2) The Secretary may from time to time adopt amended or
revised guidelines and shall do so in accordance with the pro-
visions of paragraph (1) hereof.

{(c)(1) wWithin three years from the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary, in cooperation with the Commission,
the Advisory Council, the directly affected States and their
concerned political subdivisions and other concerned Federal
agencies, shall develop, approve, and submit to the Governors
of the directly affected States a management plan (hereinafter
in this section referred to as the "management plan” or "the
plan") for the Upper Delaware River which shall provide for as
broad a range of land and water uses and scenic and recreational
activities as shall be compatible with the provisions of this
section, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and the general guide-
lines for land and water use controls promulgated by the Secre-
tary under the provisions of subsection {b}.

(2} The plan shall apply to the Upper Delaware River and
shall set forth--

(A) a map showing detailed final landward boundaries,
and upper and lower termini of the area and the specific
segments of the river classified as scenic and recreational,
to be administered in accordance with such classifications;

-11-



(8) a program for management of existing and future
land and water use, including the application of avail-
able management tachniques;.

(C) an analysis of the economic and environmental
costs and benefits of implementing the managemant plan
tncluding any tmpact of the plan upon revenues and costs
of local government;

(D) a program providing for coordinated implementation
and administration of the plan with proposed assignment of
responsibilities to the appropriate governmental unit at
the Federal, ragional, State, and local levels; and

(E) such other recommendations or provisions as shall
be g:emed appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
section.

(3) Immediately following enactment of this Act, the Secre-
tary, through the National Park Service or such other designee,
shall develop and implement ‘such interim programs as he shall
deem necassary and appropriate to protect the Upper Delaware
River and its envirgns and to protect the pubiic health and
safety. Such interim programs shall include provisions for in-
formation to river users, education and interpratation activities,
and regulation of recreational use of the river,

(4) To enable the directly affected States and their politi-
cal subdivisions to develop and implement programs compatible
with the management plan, the Secretary shall provide such tach-
nical assistance to the said States and their poIiticaI subdi-
visions as he deams appropriate.

(5) The Secrstary shall promots public awareness of and
participation in the development of the management plan, and
shall develop and conduct a concerted program to this end.
Prior to final approval of the management plan, the Secretary
shall hold two or more public hearings in the Upper Delaware
River region of each directly affected State.

(§) Upcn approval of the manadement plan by the Secrestary,
it shail be published in the Federal Register and shall not he-
come effective until ninety days after it shall have been for-
warded to the Committee on Intarior and Insular Affairs of the
Unitad States Mouse of Reprasentatives and the Committese on
Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senats. The
ptan shall be administered by the Secretary in accordanca with
the provisions of this section and the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act. .The Secretary is hersby granted such authority as may be
required to implement and administar said plan.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, the Secretary may not acquire more than 3 total of
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four hundred and fifty acres of land and interests in land
for access, development sites, the preservation of scenic
quaiities, or for any other purposes: Provided, That the
Secretary may acquire additional land and %nterests in land
for such purposes not in excess of one thousand acres if
such additional acquisition is recommended and provided for
in the management plan as finally approved by the Secretary.
The limitations contained in this section shall not apply
under the circumstances set forth in subsection (e)(4) of
this section, Prior to acquisition of any land or interests
in land which has been used for business purposes during the
annual period immediately preceding the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall first make such efforts as
he deems reasonable to acquire easements or restrictive cov-
enants, or to enter into any other appropriate agreements or
arrangements with the owners of said land, consistent with
the purposes of this section.

(e)(1) For the purpose of protecting the integrity of
the Upper Delaware River, the Secretary shall review all
reievant local plans, laws, and ordinances to determine
whether they substantially conform to the approved manage-
ment plan provided for in subsection (c) and to the general
guidelines promulgated by the Secretary pursuant to subsec-
tion (b). Additionally, the Secretary shall determine the
adequacy of enforcement of such p]ans, laws, and ordinances,
including but not limited to review of building permits and
zoning variances granted by local ocovernments, and amendments
to local laws and ordinances.

(2) The purpose of such reviews shall be to determine
the degree to which actions by local governments are compat-
ible with the purposes of this section., Following the
approval of the management plan and after a reasonable
period of time has elapsed, but not iess than two years,
upon & finding hy the Secretary that such plans, laws, and
ordinances are nonexistent, are otherwise not in conformance
with the management plan or guidelines, or are not being
enforced in such manner as will carry out the purposes of
this section {as determined by the Secretary), the Secretary
may exercise the authority availabie to him under the pro-
visions of paragraph (4) hereof.

(3) To facilitate administration-of this section, the
Secretary may contract with the directly affected States or
their political subdivisions to provide, on behalf of the
Secretary, professional services necessary for the review
of relevant local plans, laws, and ordinances, and of amend-
ments thereto and variances therefrom, and for the monitoring
of the enforcement thereof by local governments having juris-
diction over any area in the region to which the management
plan applies. The Secretary shail notify the appronriate
State or local officials as to the results of his review under
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this section within forty-five days from the date he receives
notice of the Jocal government action, ‘

(4) In those sections of the Upper Delaware River where
such local plans, laws, and ordinances, or amendments thereto
or vartances therefrom, are found by the Secratary net to be
in conformance with the guidelines or the management plan
promulgatad pursuant to subsactions (b) and (c¢) of this section,
respectively, or are not being enforced in such manner as will
carry out the purposes of this section (as determinad by the
Secretary), the Secretary is hereby authorized to acquire land
or interests in land in excess of the acreage provided for in
subsection (d) of this sectifon. Land and interests in land
acquired pursuant to this subsection shall be restricted to
the geographical area of the local governmental unit failing
to conform with the satd guidelines or management plan, and
shall be limited to those lands clearly and directly required,
in the judoment of the Secretary, for protection of the objec-
tives of this Act. The total acreage of land and interests in
land acquired pursuant to this subsection shall not in any
event exceed the limitations contained fn section 6(2) of the
Wild and Scenfc Rivers Act. This subsection shall appiy not-
withstanding the first sentence of section §(c) of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act. Notwithstanding any limitation on
amounts authorized to be appropriated for acgquisition of land
and interests in land which is contatned in section 3(a)(21)
of the Wild and Scanic Rivers Act or in any other provision
of law, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this subsection,

(f)(1) At the earliest nsracticable dats following enact-
ment of this Act, but no latar than one hundred and twenty days
thereafter, thers shall be established an Upper Delaware Citizens
Advisory Council., The Advisory Council shall ancourage maximum
public involvement in the development and implementation of the
plans and programs authorized by this section. [t shall report
to the Commission and the Secretary from time to time during
preparation of the management plan. Following completion of the
management plan, it shail report to the Secretary and the Gover-
nors of the directly affected States no less frequently than
once each year its recommendations, 1f any, for improvement in
the programs authorized by this Act, or in the programs of ather
agencies which may relate to land or water use in the Upper
Celaware River region.

{2) Membership on the Advisory Council shall consist of
saventsen members appointed as follows: there shall be--

(A} six members from each of the dfrectly affectad
States apoointed by the Secretary from nominations sub-
mittad by the lTegaislaturss of the respective counties and
appointed such that two members shall be from each of
Qrange, Delaware, and Sullivan Counties, New York, and
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three members shall be from each of Wayne and Pike
Counties, Pennsylvania (at least one appointee from
each county shall be a permanent resident of a munici-
pality abutting the Upper Delaware River);

(B) two members appointed at large by each Governor
of a directly affected State; and

(C) one member appointed by the Secretary.

The Secretary shall designate one of the aforesaid members to
serve as Chairperson of the Advisory Council who shall he a
permanent resident of one of the aforementioned counties.
Vacancies on the Advisory Council shall be filled in the same
manner in which the original appointment was made. Members
of the Advisory Council shall serve without compensation as
such, but the Secretary is authorized to pay expenses reason-
ably incurred by the Advisory Council in carrying out its
Eﬁsponsibilities under this Act on vouchers signed by the
airman.

{g) With respect to the land and water in areas which are
not owned by the United States but which are within the bound-
aries of the segment of the Delaware River designated as a wild
and sceni¢ river under subsection (a), the Secretary is author-
ized to enter into contracts with the appropriate State or
political subdivisions thereof pursuant to which the Secretary
may provide financial assistance to such State or political sub-
division for purposes of=--

(1) enforcing State and local laws in such areas, and

(2) removing solid waste from such areas and disposing
of such waste.

(k) Mothing in this section shall be construed as limiting
the right to fish and hunt on any of the lands or waters within
the boundaries of the Upper Delaware River in the manner provided
in section 13 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

(i) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated to carry
out the purposes of this section such sums as may be necessary.

(3) Whera any provision of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
is inconsistent with any provisions of this section, the pro-
vision of this section shall govern. In applying the provisions
of section 6(g)(3) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, with regard
to "improved property", the date specified therein, shall, for
purposes of the river designated in this Act, be the date of enact-
ment of this Act (rather than January 1, 1967).

(20) DELAWARE, NEW YORK, PENMSYLVANIA, AMD NEW JERSEY.--The segment from
the point where the river crosses the northern boundary of the Delaware Water
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Gap National Recreation Area to the point where the river crosses the southern
boundary of such recreation area; to be administered by the Secretary of the
Interior. For purposes of carrying out this Act with respect to the river
designated by this paragraph, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums
as may be necessary. Action required to be taken under subsection (b) of this
sectton with respect to such segment shall be taken within one year from the
date of enactment of this paragraph, except that, with respect to such segment,
in 1ieu of the boundaries provided for in such subsection (b), the boundaries
shall be the banks of the river, Any visitors facilities established for pur-
poses of use and enjoyment of the river under the authority of the Act estab-
lishing the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area shall be compatibie
with the purposes of this Act and shall be located at an appropriate distance
from the river,

{21} AMERICAN, CALIFORNIA.--The Morth Fork from a point 0.3 mile above
Heath Springs downstream to a point approximataly 1,000 feet upstream of the
Cotfax-iowa Hill Bridge, tncluding the Gold Run Addition Area, as generally
depicted on the map entitied "Proposed Boundary Maps" contained in Appendix [
¢f the document dated January 1978 and entitled "A Proposal: HNorth Fork
American Wild and Scenic River” published by the United States Forest Service
Department of Agriculture; to be designated as a wild river and to be adminis-
tered by agencies of the Departments of Interior and Agriculture as agreed
upan by the Secretaries of such Departments or as directed by the President,
Action required to be takan under subsection (b) shall be taken within one
year after the date of the enactment of this paragraph; in applying such sub-
section (b} in the case of the Gold Run Addition Area, the acreage limitation
specified therein shall not apply and in applying section 5(9)(3?, January 1
of the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which this paragraph is
enacted shall be substituted for January 1, 1967. For purposes of carrying
out the provisions of this Act with respect to the river designatad by this
paragraph, thera are authorized to bhe appropriated not more than 35857,000
for the acquisition of lands and interests in land and not more than $765,N0
for davelopment.

T {22) MISSOURI RIVER, NEBRASKA, SQUTH DAKOTA.--The segment ¥rom Gavins
Point Dam, South Dakota, fifty-nine miles downstream to Ponca State Park,
Nebraska, as generally depictad in the document entitled “"Review Report for
Water Resources Development, South Dakota, Nebraska, North Dakota, Montana®,
prepared by the Division Engineer, Missouri River Division, Corps of Engineers,
dated August 1977 (hersinafter in this paragraph referred to as the “August
1977 Report”). Such segment shall be administered as a recreational river

by the Secretary. The Secretary shall enter into a written cooperative agree-
ment with the Secretary of the Army (acting through the Chief of Engineers)
for construction and maintenance of bank stabilization work and appropriate
recreational development., After public notice and consultation with the State
and local governments, other intarested organizations and associations, and
the interestaed public, the Secretary shall take such action as is requirad
pursuant to subsection (b) within one year from the date of enactment of this
saction. In administering such river, the Secraetary shall, to the extant,

and in 3 manner, consistent with this section--

(A} provide (i) for the construction by the United States of such
recreatiqn river features and streambank stabilization structures as the
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Secretary of the Amy {acting through the Chief of Engineers) deems
necessary and advisable in connection with the segment desfgnated by
this paragraph, and (i) for the operation and maintenance of all
streambank stabilization structures constructed in connection with
such segment (including both structures constructed before the date
of enactment of this paragraph and structures constructed after such
date, and including both structures constructed under the authority

of th¥s section and structures constructed under the authority of any
other Act); and

(b} permit access for such pumping and associated pipelines as
may be necessary to assure an adequate supply of water for owners of
Tand adjacent to such segment and for fish, wildlife, and recreational
uses outside the river corridor established pursuant to this paragraph.

The streambank structures to be constructed and maintained under subparagraph
{A) shall include, but not be limited to, structures at such sites as are
specified with respect to such segment on pages 62 and 63 of the August 1977
Report, except that sites for such structures may be relocated to the extent
deemed necessary by the Secretary of the Army (acting through the Chief of
Engineers) by reason of physical changes in the river or river area. The
Secretary of the Army (acting through the Chief of Engineers) shall condition
the construction or maintenance of any streambank stabilization structure or
of any recreational river feature at any site under subparagraph (A){i) upon
the availability to the United States of such land and interests in land in
such ownership as he deems necessary to carry out such construction or main-
tenance and to protect and enhance the river in accordance with the purposes
of this Act. Administration of the river segment designated by this paragraph
shall be in c¢oordination with, and pursuant to the advice of a Recreational
River Advisory Group which shall be established by the Secretary., Such Group
may include in its membership, representatives of the affected States and
political subdivisions thereof, affected Federal agencies, and such organized
private groups as the Secretary deems desirable. HMotwithstanding the authority
to the contrary contained in subsection 6{a) of this Act, no land or interests
in iand may be acquired without the consent of the owner: Provided, That not
to exceed 5 per centum of the acreage within the designated river boundaries
may be acquired in less than fee title without the consent of the owner, in
such instance of the Secretary's determination that activities are occurring,
or threatening to occur thereon which constitute serious damage or threat to
the intagrity of the river corridor, in accordance with the values for which
this river was designated. For purposes of carrying out the provisions of
this Act with respect to the river designated by this paragraph, there are
authorized to be appropriated not to exceed 321,000,000, for acquisition of
lands and interests in lands and for development.

(23) SAINT JOE, IDAHO,--The segment above the confluence of the MNorth
Fork of the Saint Joe River to Spruce Tree Campground, as a recreatignal river;
the segment above Spruce Tree Campground to Saint Joe Lake, as a wild river,
as generally depicted on the map entitled "Saint Joe River Corridor Map" on
file with the Chief of the Forest Service and dated September 1978; to be
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture., Motwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the classification of the Saint Joe River under this paragraph
and the subsequent development plan for the river prepared by the Secretary
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of Agriculture shall at no time interfere with or restrict the maintenance,
use, or access to existing or future roads within the adjacent lands nor
interefere with or restrict presant use of or future construct?on of bridges
across that partion of the Saint Joe destgnated as a ‘recreational river'
under this paragraph. Oredge or placer mining shall be prohibited within

the banks or beds of the main stem of the Saint Joe and its tributary streams
in their entirety above the confluence of the main stem with the North Fork
of the river, Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to prohibit the removal

of sand and gravael above the high water mark of the Saint Joe River and its
tributaries within the river corridor by or under the authority of any public
body or its agents for the purposes of construction or maintenance of roads.
The Secretary shall take such action as is required under subsection (b) of
this section within one year from the date of enactment of this paragraph.
For the purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appropriatad not
more than $1,700,000 for the acquisition of lands or interest in lands,

(24)(A) SALMON, IDAHQ.-~The segment of the main river from the mouth
of the Horth Fork of the Saimon River downstream to Long Tom Bar in the fol-
lowing classes:

(1) tha forty-six-mile segment from the mouth of the North Fork
of the Salmon River to Corn.(Creek as a recreational river; and

(1i) the seventy-nine-mile segment from Corn Creek to Long Tom Bar
as a wild river; all as generally dapicted on a map entitled "Salmon
River" dated November 1979, which is on file and avatlable for public
inspection in the 0ffice of the Chfef. Forest Service, United States

- Department of Agriculture.

(8) This seament shall be administered hv the Secretary of Agriculture:
Provided, That after consultation with $tate and local governments and the
1nterested public, the Sacretary shall take such action as is required by sub-
section (b) of this section within one year from the date of enactment of this
paragraph.

(C) The use of motorboats (including motorized jetboats) within this seg-
ment of the Saimon River shall be permitted to continue at a level not less
than the level of use which occurred during calendar year 1978,

(D) Subject to existing rights of the Stata of ldaho, including the right
of access, with respect to the beds of navigable streams, tributaries or rivers,
dredge and placer mining in any form including any use of machinery for the re-
moval of sand and gravel] for mining purposes shall be prohibited within the seg-
ment of the Salmon River designated as a component of the Wild and Scanic Rivers
System by this paragraph; within the fifty-three-mile segment of tha Salmon River
from Hammer Creek downstream to the confluence of the Snake River; and within
the Middle Fork of the Saimon River; and its tributary streams in their entirety:
Provided, That nothing im this paragrach shall be deemed to prohibit the removal

sand and gravel, outside the boundaries of the River of to Return Wilderness
or the Gospei-Hump Wilderness, above the high water mark of the Salmon River or
the Middle Fork and its tributaries for the purposes of construction or mainten-
ance of public roads: Provided further, That this paragraph shall not apply to
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any writtan mineral leases approved by the Board of Land Commissioners of the
State of Idaho prior to January 1, 1980,

(E} The provisions of section 7{a) of this Act with respect to the licens-
ing of dams, water conduits, reservoirs, powerhouses, trasmisston 1ines or other
project works, shall apply to the fifty-three-mile segment of the Salmon River
from Hammer Creek downstream to the confluence of the Snake River,

{F) For the purposes of the segment of the Salmon River designated as a
component of the Wild and Scenic Rivers System by this paragraph, there is hereby
authorized to be appropriated from the Land and Water Conservation Fund, after
October 1, 1980, not more than $6,200,000 for the acquisition of lands and inter-
ests in lands.

{25) ALAGNAK, ALASKA.--That segment of the main stem and the major tributary
to the. Alagnak, the Nonvianuk River, within Katmai National Preserve; to be
administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(26}  ALATNA, ALASKA.--The main stem within the Gates of the Arctic Nationa)
Park; to be adminfstered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(27) ANTAKCHAK, ALASKA.--That portion of the river, including its major
tributaries, Hidden Creek, Mystery Creek, Albert Johnson Creek, and North Fork
Aniakchak River, within the Aniakchak National Monument and National Preserve;
to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(28) CHARLEY, ALASKA.--The entire river, including its major tributaries,
Copper Creek, Bonanza Creek, Hosford Creek, Derwent Creek, Flat-Orthmer Creek,
Crescent Creek, and Moraine Creek, within the Yukon-Charley Rivers National
Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior,

{29) CHILIKADROTMA, ALASKA.--That portion of the river within the Lake
Clark National Park and Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the
Interior.

{30} JOHN, ALASKA.--That portion of the river within the Gates of the
Arctic National Park; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(31) KOBUK, ALASKA.--That portion within the Bates of the Arctic National
Park and Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(32) MULCHATNA, ALASKA,--That portion within the Lake Clark National Park
and Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(33) NOATAK, ALASKA.--The river from its source in the Gates of the Arctic
National Park to its confluence with the Kelly River in the Noatak National
Preserve; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior,

{34) NORTH FORK OF THE KOYUKUK, ALASKA.--That portion within the Gates of
the Arctic National Park; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(35) SALMON, ALASKA.--That portion within the Kobuk Valley National Park;
to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior,
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(36} TINAYGUK, ALASKA.--That portion within the Gates of the Arctic
National Park; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(37) TLIKAKILA, ALASKA.--That portion within the Lake Clark National Park;
to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. -

(38) ANDREAFSKY, ALASKA.--That portion from its source, including all head-
waters, and the East Fork, within the boundary of the Yukon Delta National Wild-
life Refuge; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior,

(39) IVISHAK, ALASKA.~-That portion from its source, including all head-
waters and an unnamed tributary from Porcupine Lake within the boundary of the
?rgt:: Natfonal Wildlife Range; to be administered by the Secretary of the

ntarior,

(40) NOWITNA, ALAKSA.--That portion from the point where the river crosses
the west 1imit of township 18 south, range 22 east, Kateql River meridian, to
1ts confluence with the Yukon River within the boundaries of the Nowitna National
Wildlife Refuge; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(41) SELAWIK, ALASKA.~=That portion from a fork of the headwaters in towne
ship 12 north, range 10 e¢ast, Kateel River meridfan to the confluence of the
Kugarak River; within the Selawik National Wildl1ife Rufuge to be administered
by the Secretary of the Intertor.

. (42) SHEENJEK, ALASKA.-~The segment within the Arctic National Wildiife
Refuge; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior,

{43) WIND, ALASKA.-=That portion from its source; fncluding all headwaters
and one unnamed tributary in township 13 south, within the boundaries of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge; to be administered by the Secretary of the
Interior.

(44) ALAGNAK, ALASKA.--Those segments or portions of the main stem and
Nonvianuk tributary lying outside and westward of the Katmai National Park/Pre-
serve and rynning to the west boundary of township 13 south, range 43 west; to
be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(45) BEAVER CREEK, ALASKA,-=The segment of the main stem from the vicinity
of the confluence of the Bear and Champion Creeks downstream to its exit from
the northeast corner of township 12 north, range 6 east, Fairbanks meridfan
within the Whita Mountains Matfonal Recreation Area, and the Yukon Flats National
Wildlife Rafuge, to be administered by the Secretary of the Intarfor,

(46) BIRCH CREEX, ALASKA.--The sagment of the main stem from the south side
of Staese Highway. in township 7 north, range 10 east, Fafrbanks meridian, down-
stream to the sguth side of the Steese Highway in township 10 north, range 16
east; to be administered by the Secretary of the [nterior.

(47) DELTA, ALASKA.--The segment from and includfng all of the Tangle Lakes

ta a point one-half mile north of 8lack Rapids; to be administered by the Secre-
tary of the Intarior.
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(48) FORTYMILE, ALASKA.--The main stem within the State of Alaska; 0'Brien
Creek; South Fork; MNapoleon Creek, Frankiin Creek, Uhler Creek, Walker Fork
downstream from the confluence of Liberty Creek; Wade Creek; Mosquito Fork
downstream from the vicinity of Kechumstuk; West Fork Dennison Fork downstream
from the confluence of Logging Cabin Creek; Dennison Fork downstream from the
confluence of West Fork Dennison Fork; Logging Cabin Creek; North Fork; Hutchi-
son Creek; Champion Creek; the Middle Fork downstream from the confluence of

Joseph Creek; and Joseph Creek; to be administered by the Secretary of the
Interior.

(49) GULKANA, ALASKA.-~The main stem from the outlet of Paxson Lake in
township 12 north, range 2 west, Copper River meridian to the confluence with
Sourdough Creek; the south branch of the west fork from the ocutlet of an un-
named lake in sections 10 and 15, township 10 north, range 7 west, Copper
River meridian to the confluence with the west fork; the north branch from
the outlet of two unnamed Takes, one in sections 24 and 25, the second in
sections 9 and 10, township 11 north, range S west, Copper River meridian
to the confluence with the west fork; the west fork from its confluence with
the north and south branches downstream to its confluence with the main stem;
the middle fork from the outlet of Dickey Lake in township 13 north, range §
west, Copper River meridian to the confluence with the main stem; to be clas-

sified as a wild river area and to be administered by the Secretary of the
Interior.

(50} UNALAKLEET, ALASKA.--The segment of the main stem from the headwaters
in township 12 south, range 3 west, Kateel River meridian extending downstream
approximately 65 milas to the western boundary of township 18 south, range 8
west; to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(b} The agency charged with the administration of each component of the
national wild and scenic rivers system designated by subsection (2) of this sec-
tion sha?l, within one year from the date of this Act, (except where a different
date is provided in subsection (a)) establish detailed boundaries therefor
(which boundaries shall include an average of not more than three hundred and
twenty acres per mile on both sides of the river); determine which of the
classes outlined in section 2, subsection (b), of this Act best fit the river
or its various segments; and prepare a plan for necessary developments in
connection with its administration in accordance with such classification.

Said boundaries, classification, and development plans shall be published

in the Federal Register and shall not become effective until ninety days after
they have been forwarded to the Pre51dent of the Senate and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives.

SEC. 4.{a) The Secretary of the Interior or, where national forest lands
are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture or, in appropriate cases, the two
Secretaries jointly shall study and submit to the President reports on the
suitability or nonsuitability for addition to the national wild and scenic
rivers system of rivers which are designated herein or hereafter by the Con-
gress as potential additions to such system. The President shall report to
the Congress his recommendations and proposals with respect to the designa-
tion of each such river or section thereof under this Act. Such studies shall
be completed and such reports shall be made to the Congress with respect to
all rivers named in subparagraphs 5(a)(1} through (27) of this Act no later
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than October 2, 1878. 1In conducting these studies the Sex .avy of the
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture shall give priority to those rivers
(1) with respect to which there is the greatest 1ikelihood of developments
which, 1f undertaken, would render the rivers unsuitable for inclusion in

the nattonal wild and scenic rivers system, and (ii) which possess the great-
est proportion.of private Tands within their areas. Every such study and
plan shall be coordinatad with any water resources planning invelving the
same river which is being conducted pursuant to the Water Resources Planning
Act (79 Stat, 244; 42 U.3.C. 1962 et seq.).

Eacht report, including maps and illustrations, shall show among other
things the area included within the report; the characteristics which do or
do not make the area a worthy addition to the system; the current status of
land ownership and use in the area; the reasonably foreseeable potential uses
of the land and watar which would be enhanced,. foreclosed, or curtailed if
the area were included in the national wild and sceni¢ rivers systam; the
Federal agency (which in the case of a river which is wholly or substantially
within a nmational forest, shall be the Department of Agriculture) by which
it is proposed the area, should it be added to the system, be administered;
the extent to which it is proposed that such administration, including the
costs thereof, be shared by State and local agencies; and the estimated cost
to the Unfted States of acquiring necessary lands and interests in land and
of administering the area, should it be added to the system. Each such re-
port shall be printed as a Senate or House document. .

(b} Before submitting any such report to the President and the Congress,
copies of the proposed report shall, unless it was prepared jointly by the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Acriculture, be submitted by
the Secretary of the Interior to the Secretary of Agriculture or by the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to the Secretary of the Interior, as the case may be, and
to the Secretary of the Army, the Chairman of the Federal Power Commission,
the head of any other affected Federal department or agency and, unless the
lands proposed to be inciuded in the area are already owned by the Unitaed
States or have already been authorized for acquisition by Act of Congrass,
the Governor of the State or States in which they are located or an officer
designated by the Governor to receive the same, Any recommendations or com-
ments on the proposal which the said officials furnish the Secretary or 3Sec-
retaries who prepared the report within ninety days of the date on which the
report is submitted to them, together with the Secretary's or Secrstaries’
comments thereon, shall be included with the transmitial to the President
and the Congrass.

(¢) Befors approving or disapproving for inclusion in the naticnal wild
and scenic rivers systam any river designated as a wild, scenic or recreaticnal
river by or pursuant to an act of a State legislature, the Secretary of the
Interior shall submit the proposal to the Secratary of Agriculture, the Secre-
tary of the Army, the Chairman of the Federal Power Commission; and the head
of any other affacted Federal department or agency and shall evaluate and give
due weight to any racommendations or comments which the said officials furnish
him within ninety days of the date on which it is submitted to them, I[f he
;pp:oves the proposed inclusion, he shall publish notice thersof in the Federal

egister,
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SEC. 5.(a) The following rivers are hereby designated for potential addi-
tion to the national wild and scenic rivers system:

(1) Allegheny, Pennsylvania: The segment from its mouth to the town of
East Brady, Pennsylvania.

{2) Bruneau, Idaho: The entire main stem,
(3) Buffalo, Tennessee: The entire river.

(4) Chattooga, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia: The entire
river,

(5) Clarion, Pennsylvania: The segment between Ridgway and its confluence
with the Allegheny River.

(6) Delaware, Pennsylvania and New York: The segment from Hancock, New
York, to Matamoras, Pennsylvania.

(7} Flathead, Montana: The North Fork from the Canadian border downstream
to its confluence with the Middle Fork; the Middle Fork from its headwaters to
its confluence with the South Fork; and the South Fork from its origin to Hungry
Horse Reservoir.

(8) Gasconade, Missouri: The entire river,

(9) Illinois, Oregon: The entire river,

{10) Little Beaver, Chio: The segment of the North and Middle Forks of the
Little Beaver River in Columbiana County from a point in the vicinity of Negly
and Elkton, Ohio, downstream to a point in the vicinity of East Liverpool, Ohio.

(11) Little Miami, Ohio: That segment of the main stem of the river,
exclusive of its tributaries, from a point at the Warren-Clermont County line
at Loveland, Ohio, upstream to the sources of Little Miami including North Fork.

(12) Maumee, Ohio and Indiana: The main stem from Perrysburg, Chio, to
Fort Wayne, Indiana, exclusive of its tributaries in Ohio and inclusive of its
tributaries in Indfana.

(13) Missouri, Montana: The segment between Fort Benton and Ryan Island.

(14} moyie, ldaho: The segment-frbm the Canadian border to its confluence
with the Kootenai River,

(15) Obed, Tennessee: The entire river and its tributaries, Clear Creek
and Daddys Creek,

(16) Penobscot, Maine: Its east and west branches.

{(17) Pere Marquette, Michigan: The entire river,
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(18) Pine Creek, Pennsylvania: The segment from Ansonia to Waterviiie. . .
(19) Priest, Idaho: The entire main stem. |

(29) Rio Grande, Texas: The portton of the river between the west bound-
ary of Hudspeth County and the east boundary of Terrell County on the United
States side of the river: Provided, That before undertaking any study of
this potential scentc river, the Secraetary of the I[nterfor shall determine,
through the channels of appropriate executive agencies, that Mexico has no
objection to 1ts being included among the studies authorized by this Act.

(21) Saint Croix, Minnesata and Wisconsin: The segment between the dam
near Taylors Falls and its confluence with the Mississippi River,

(22} Saint Joe, ldaho: The entire main stem.

(23) Salmon, ldaho: The segment from the tcwn of North Fork to its con-
fluenca with the Snake River.

(24) Skagit, Washington: The segment from the town of Mount Vernon to
and including the mouth of Bacon Creek; the Cascade River between its mouth
and the junction of its North and South Forks; the South Fork to the boundary
of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area; the Suiattie River from its mouth to the
Glacier Peak Wilderness Area boundary at Milk Creek; the Sauk River from fts
mouth to 1ts junction with E1liott Creek; the North Fork of the Sauk River
from its junction with the Sauth Fork of the Sauk to the Glacier Peak Wilder-
ness Area boundary.

{ 25] Suwanrresa, Georgia and Florida: The entire river from 1ts source
in the Qkefenokee Swamp in Georgia to the guif and the outlying lchetucknee
Springs, Florida.

(26) Upper lowa, lowa: The entire river,

(27) Youghiogheny, Maryland and Pennsylvania: The segment from Oakiand,
Maryland, to the Youghiogheny Reservoir, and from the Youghiogheny 0am down-
stream to the town of Connellsville, Pennsylvania,

(28) American, California: The North Fork from the Cedars to the Auburn
Reservoir,

(29) Au Sable, Michigan: The segment downsiream from Foot Dam to Oscoda
and upstream from Loud Reservoir to its source, incliuding its principal tribue
taries and axciyding Mio and Bamfield Resarvairs.

(30) B81g Thompson, Colerado: The segment from its source to the boundary
of Rocky Mountain National Park,

(31) Cache la Poudra, Colorade: Both forks from their sources to their

confluence, thence the Cache la Poudre to the eastern houndary of Roosevelt
National Forest.
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(32) Cahaba, Alabama: The segment from its junction with United States
Highway 31 south of Birmingham downstream to its junction with United States
Highway 80 west of Seima.

{33) Clarks Fork, Wyoming: The segment from the Clark's Fork Canyon to
the Crandall Creek Bridge.

(34) Colorado, Colorado and Utah: The segment from its confluence with
the Dolores River, Utah, upstream to a point 19.5 miles from the Utah=-Colorado
border in Colorado.

(35) Conejos, Colorado: The three forks from their sources to their con-
fluence, thence the Conejos to its first junction with State Highway 17, ex-
cluding Platoro Reservoir.

(36) Elk, Colorado: The segment from its source to Clark.

{37) Encampment, Colorado: The Main Fork and West Fork to their con-
fluence, thence the Encampment to the Colorado-Wyoming border, including the
tributaries and headwaters.

(38) Green, Colorado: The entire segment within the State of Colorado.

(39) Gunnison, Colorado: The segment from the upstream (southern)
boundary of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison Natfonal Monument to its cone
fluence with the North Fork,

{40) 1ITlinois, Oklahoma: The segment from Tenkiller Ferry Reservoir
upstream to the Arkansas-Oklahoma border, including the Flint and Barren
Fork Creeks.

(41) John Day, Oregon: The main stem from Service Creek Bridge (at
river mile 157) downstream to Tumwater Falls (at river mile 10).

(42) Kettle, Minnesota: The entire segment within the State of
Minnesota.

(43) - Los Pinos, Colorado: The segment from its source, including the
tribytaries and headwaters within the San Juan Primitive Area, to the northern
boundary of the Granite Peak Ranch.

(44) Manistee, Michigan: The entire river from its source to Manistee
Lake, including its principal tributaries and excluding Tippy and Hodenpyl
Reservoirs.

(45) MNolichuckey, Tennessee and North Carolina: The entire main stem,

(46) Owyhee, South Fork, Oregon: The main stem from the Oregon-Idaho
border downstream to the Qwyhee Reservoir.

(47) Piedra, Colorado: The Middle Fork and €ast Fork from their sources
to their confluence, thence the Piedra to its junction with Colorado Highway
160.
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(48} Shepaug, Connecticut: The entire river.

(49) Sipsey Fork, West Fork, Alabama: The segment, including its tribu-
taries, from the 1mpoundment fUrmed by the Lewis M. Smith Dam upstream to its
source in the William 8. Bankhead National Forest,

(50) Snake, Wyoming: The segment from the southern boundaries of Teton
Natfonal Park to the entrance to Palisades Resaerveir.

(51) Sweetwater, Wyoming: The segment from Wilson Bar downstream %o
Spring Creek.

(52) Tuolumne, Californfa: The main river from its sourﬁe on Mount Dana
and Mount Lyell in Yosemite National Park to Don Pedro Reservoir,

(53) Upper Mississippi, Minnesota: The segment from {ts sourca at the
outlet of [tasca Lake %o its junction with the northwestern boundary of the
¢ity of Anoka.

(54) Wisconsin, Wisconsin: The segment from Prairie de Sac to fts com-
fluence with the M1ssissippi River at Prairie du Chien,

(55) Yampa, Colorado: The segment within the boundaries of the Oinosaur
National Monument.

(S6) Oolores, Colorado: The segment of the main stem from Rico upstream
to its sourca, including its headwaters; the West Dolores from its source,
including its headwaters, downstream to its confluence with the main stem; and
the segment from the west boundary, section 2 township 38 north, range 16 west,
NMPM, below the proposed McPhee Dam, downstream to the Colorado-Utah border,
excluding the segment from one mile above Highway 30 to the confluence of the
San Migueil River.

{57) sSnake, Washington, Oregon, and Idaho: The segment from an eastward
extension of the north boundary of section 1, township 5 north, range 47 aast,
Willamette meridian, downstream to the town of Asotin, Washington.

(58) Housatonic, Connecticut: The segment from the Massachusetts-Connecti-
cut boundary downstream tc its confluence with the Shepaug River,

(59) Kern, California.--The main stem of the North Fork from its source
to [sabella Reservnir excluding its tributaries,

(60) Loxahatchee, Florida,.--The ent1re r1ver 1nc1ud1ng its tributary,
North Fork.

(61) Ogeechee, Georgia.-~The entire river,
{62) Salt, Arizona.--The main stem from a point on the north side of the

river intersectad by the Fort Apache Indian Reservation boundary (north of
Buck Mountain) downstream to Arfzona State Highway 288.
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(63) Verde, Arizona.--The main stem from the Prescott National Forest
boundary near Pauiden to the vicinity of Table Mountain, approximately 14 miles
above Horseshoe Reservoir, except for the segment not included in the national
forest between Clarkdale and Camp Verde, North segment.

(64) San Francisco, Arizona.--The main stem from confluence with the Gila
upstream to the Arizona-New Mexico border, except for the segment hetween Clifton
and the Apache National Forest.

(65) Fish Creek, New York.--The entire East Branch.

(66) Black Creek, Mississippi.--The segment from Big Creek Landing in
Forrest County downstream to 0ld Alexander Bridge Landing in Stone County.

(67} Allegheny, Pennsylvania.--The main stem from Kinzua Dam downstream
to East Brady.

(68) Cacapon, West Virginia.--The entire river,

{69) Escatawpa, Alabama and Mississippi.--The segment upstream from a
point approximately one mile downstream from the confluence of the Escatawpa
River and Jackson Creek to a point where the Escatawpa River is joined by the
Yellowhouse Branch in Washington County, Alabama, near the town of Deer Park,
Alabama; and the segment of Brushy Creek upstream from its confluence with
the Escatawpa to its confluence with Scarsborough Creek.

(70) Myakka, Florida.--The segment south of the squthern boundary of
the Myakka River State Park. .

(71) Sotldier Creek, Alabama.--The segment beginning at the point where
Soldier Creek intersects the south line of section 31, township 7 south, range
6 east, downstream to a point on the south i1ine of section 6, township 8 south,
range 6 east, which point is 1,322 feet west of the south line of section 5,
township 8 south, range § east in the county of Baldwin, State of Alabama.

(72) Red, Kentucky.--The segment from Highway numbered 745 (also known as
Spradlin Bridge) in Wolf County, Kentucky, downstream to the point where the
river descends below seven hundred feet above sea level (in its normal flow)
which point is at the Menifee and Powell County line just downstream of the
iran bridge where Kentucky Highway numbered 77 passes over the river.

(73} Bluestone, West Virginia.-~From its headwaters to its confluence with
the New,

(74) Gauley, West Virginta.--Including the tributaries of the Meadow and
the Cranberry, from the headwaters to its confluence with the New.

(75} Greenbrier, West Virginia.--From its headwaters to its confluence
with the New,

(76) Birch, West Virginfa: The main stem from the Cora 8rown Bridge in
Nicholas County to the confluence of the river with the Elk River in Braxton
County.
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(77} Colville, Alaska.

(78) Ettviuk-Nigu, Alaska.

(79) Utukok, Alaska.

(80) Kanektok, Alaska.

(81) Kisaralik, Alaska,

(82) Melozitna, Alaska,

(83) Sheenjek {lower segmant), Alaska.
(84) Situk, Alaska,

(85) Porcupine, Alaska.

(86) Yukon (Ramparts section), Alaska,
(87) Squirrel, Alaska.

(83) Xoyuk, Alaska,

(b){1) The studies of rivers named in subparagraphs {28) through (35)
of subsection (a) of this section shall be completed and reports thereon sube
mitted by not later than October 2, 1979: Provided, That with respect to the
rivers named in subparagraphs (33), (50), and (51), the Secretaries shall not
commence any studies untfl ({) the State Tegislature has actad with respect to
iuch r::ers or (i) one year from the date of enactment of this Act, whichever
s earlier, :

(2) The study of the river namad in subparagraph (56) of subsection (a)
of this section shall be completed and the report thereon submittad by not
Tater than January 3, 1976.

{3) The studies of the rivers named in paragraphs (59) through (76) of
subsection (a) shall be completad and reports submitted thereon not later than
five full fiscal years after the date of the enactment of this paragraph. The
study of rivers named in paragraphs (62) and (64) of subsection (a) shall be
compietad and the report thereon submitted by not later than April 1981.

{4) There are authorized to be appropriatad for the purpose of conducting
the studies of the rivers named in subparagraphs (28) through (56) such sums as
may be necessary, but not more than $4,060,700. There are authorized to be
appropriated for the purpose of conducting the studies of the rivers named in
subparagraphs (59) through (76) such sums as may be necassary.

(4) The studies of the rivers in paragraph (77) through (88) shall be
completed and reports transmitted thereon not later than three full fiscal
years from data of enactment of this paragraph. For the rivers listed in
paragraphs (77), (78), and (79) the studies prepared and transmittad to the
Congress pursuant to saction 108(c) of the Naval Petroleum Reserves Production
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Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-258) shall satisfy the requirements of this sec-
tion.

(5) Studies of rivers listed in paragraphs {80) and (81) shall be com-
pleted, and reports submitted within and not later than the time when the
Bristol Bay Cooperative Region Plan is submitted to Congress in accordance
with section 1204 of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act,

(¢} The study of any of said rivers shall be pursued in as close coop-
eration with appropriate agencies of the affected State and its political
subdivisions as possible, shall be carried on jointly with such agencies if
request for such joint study is made by the State, and shall include a deter-
mination of the degree to which the State or its political subdivisions might
participate in the preservation and administration of the river should it be
proposed for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system.

(d) In all planning for the use and development of water and related
Tand resources, consideration shall be given by all Federal agencies involved
to potential national wild, scenic and recreational river areas, and all river
basin and project plan reports submitted to the Congress shall consider and
discuss any such potentials. The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary
of Agriculture shall make specific studies and investigations to determine
which additional wild, scenic and recreational river areas within the United
States shall be evaluated in planning reports by all Federal agencies as poten-
tial alternative uses of the water and related land resources involved,

SEC. 6. (a) The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agricil-
ture are each authorized to acquire lands and interests in land within the
authorized boundaries of any component of the national wild and sc¢enic rivers
system designated in section 3 of this Act, or hereafter designated for inclu-
sion in the system by Act of Congress, which is administered by him, but he
shall not acquire fee title to an average of more than 100 acres per mile on
both sides of the river, Lands owned by a State may be acquired only by dona-
tion, and lands owned by an Indian tribe or a political subdivision of a State
may not be acquired without the consent of the appropriate governing body there-
of as long as the Indian tribe or political subdivision is following a plan for
management and protection of the lands which the Secretary finds protects the
land and assures its use for purposes consistent with this Act. Money appro-
priated for Fedsral purposes from the land and water conservation fund shal’d,
withnut prejudice to the use of appropriations from other sources, be available
to Federal departments and agencies for the acquisition of property for the
purposes of this Act, '

(b) If 50 per centum or more of the entire acreage within a federally
administered wild, scenic¢ or recreational river area is owned by the United
States, by the State or States within which it lies, or by political subdivi-
sions of those States, neither Secretary shall acquire fee title to any lands
by condemnation under authority of this Act. Nothing contained in this section,
howevar, shall preclude the use of condemnation when necessary to clear title
or to acquire scenic easements or such other easements as are reasonably neces-
sary to give the public access to the river and to permit its members to tra-
verse the Tength of the area or of selected segments thereof.
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(¢} HNeither the Secretary of the Intarfor nor the Se.retary of Agr. .ui-
ture may acquire lands by condemnation, for the purpose of including such lands
in any national wild, scenic or recreattonal river area, if such lands are lo-
catad within any fncorporated city, village, or borough which has in force and
appltcable to such lands a duly adopted, vaiid zoning ordinance that conforms
with the purposes of this Act. In order to carry out the provisions of this
subsection the appropriate Secretary shall issue guidelines, spectfying stan-
dards for local zoning ordinancas, which are consistent with the purnoses of
this Act. The standards specified in such gutdelines shall have the object
of (A) prohibiting new commercial or industrial uses other than commercial or
industrial uses which are consistent with the purposes of this Act, and (B)
the protection of the bank lands by means of acreage, frontage, and setback
requirsments on develiopment.

(d) The appropriate Secretary is authorized to accept title to non-
Federa! property within the authorized boundaries of any federally adminis-
tered component of the national wild and scanic rivers system designatad in
section 3 of this Act or hereaftar designatad for inclusion in the system by
Act of Congress and, in exchange therefor, convey' to the graator any federally
owned property which is under his jurisdiction within the State in which the
component 1fes and which he classifies as suitable for exchange or other dis-
posal. The values of the properties so exchanged either shall be approximately
equal or, if they are not approximately equal, shall be equalized by the pay-
ment of cash to the grantor or to the Secrstary as the circumstances require.

(e) The head of any Federal department or agency having administrative
Jurisdiction over any lands or interests in land within the authorized bound-
aries of any federally administered component of the national wild and scenic
rivers system designated in section 3 of this Act or hersafter designated for
inclusion in the system by Act of Congress is authorized to transfer to the
approprizte Secretary jurisdiction over such lands for administration in accor-
dance with the provisions of this Act. Lands acquired by or transferred to
the Secretary of Agriculture for the purposes of this Act within or adjacent
-go a :a%iog:l forest shall upon such acquisition or transfer become naticnal

orest lands. '

(f) The appropriate Secretary is authorized to accapt donations of lands
and intarests in land, funds, and other property for use in connection with
his administration of the national wild and scenic rivers system,

(g){1) Any owner or owners (hereinafter in this subsaction referred to
as “owner”) of improved property on the date of its acquisition, may retain
for themselves and their succassors or-assigns a right of use and occupancy of
the improved property for noncommercial residential purposes for a definite
term not to exceed twenty-five years or, in lieu thereof, for a term ending
at the death of the owner, or the death of his spouse, or the death of either
or both of them. The owner shall elect the term to be reserved, The appro-
priate Secretary shall pay to the owner the fair market value of the property
on the date of such acquisition less the fair market value on such date of the
right retained by the cwner,

(2) A right of use and cccupancy retained pursuant to this subsection
shall be subject to termination whenever the appropriata Secrstary is given
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reasonable cause to find that such use and occupancy is being exercised in a
manner which conflicts with the purposes of this Act. In the event of such
a finding, the Secretary shall tender to the holder of that right an amount
equal to the fair market value of that portion of the right which remains
unexpired on the date of termination. Such right of use or occupancy shall
terminate by operation of law upon tender of the fair market price.

(3} The term “improved property”, as used in this Act, means a detached,
one-~family dwelling (hereinafter referred to as "dwelling"), the construction
of which was begun before January 1, 1967, {except where a different date is
specifically provided by law with respect to any particular river) together
with so much of the land on which the dweiling is situated, the said land
being in the same ownership as the dwelling, as the appropriate Secretary
shall designate to be reasonably necessary for the enjoyment of the dwelling
for the sole purpose of noncommercial residential use, together with any
structures accessory to the dwelling which are situated on the land so des-
ignated.

SEC. 7. (a) The Federal Power Commission shall not license the construc-
tion of any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, transmission line, or
other project works under the Federal Power Act (41 Stat. 1063), as amended
{16 U.S5.C. 791a et seq.), on or directly affecting any river which is desige
nated in section 3 of this Act as a component of the national wild and scenic
rivers system or which is hereafter designated for inclusion in that system,
and no department or agency of the United States shall assist by loan, grant,
license, or otherwise in the construction of any water resources project that
would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which such river was
established, as determined by the Secretary charged with its administration,
Nothing contained in the foregoing sentence, however, shall preclude licens-
ing of, or assistance to, developments below or above a wild, scenic or rec-
reational river area or on any stream tributary thereto which will not invade
the area or unreasonably diminish the scenig, recreational, and fish and wild-
1ife values present in the area on the date of approval of this Act. HNo de-
partment or agency of the United States shall recommend authorization of any
water resources project that would have a direct and adverse effect on the
values for which such river was established, as determined by the Secretary
charged with its administration, or request approoriations to begin construc-
tion of any such project, whether heretofore or hereafter authorized, without
advising the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as
the case may be, in writing 0f its intention so to do at least sixty days in
advance, and without specifidally reporting to the Congress in writing at the
time it makes ts recommendation or request in what respect construction of
such project would be in conflict with the purposes of this Act and would
affect the component and the values to be protected by it under this Act.

Any license heretofore or hereafter issued by the Federal Power Commission
affecting the New River of North Carolina shall continue to be effective only
for that portion of the river which is not included in the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System pursuant to section 2 of this Act and no project or under-
taking so licensed shall be permitted to invade, inundate or otherwise adversely
affect such river segment,
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(b) The Federal Power Commission shall not license the comstruction of
any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, transmission line, or other
project works under the Federal Power Act, as amended, on or directly affect-
ing any rtver which ts Tisted in section 5, subsection (a), of this Act, and
no department or agency of the United States shall assist by loan, grant,
license, or otherwise in the construction of any water resourcas project that
would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which such river
might be d?s+gnated. as determined by the Secretary responsible for its study
or approvale-

(1) during the ten-year period following enactment of this Act or
for a2 three compiete fiscal year period following any Act of Congress
designating any river for potential addition to the natfonal wild and
scenic rivers system, whichever is later, unless, prior to the expira-
tfon of the relevant period, the Secretary of the Intarior and, where
nattonal forsst lands are involved, the Secreatary of Agriculture, on
the basis of study, determine that such river should not be included
in the national wild and scenic rivers system and notify the Committees
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States Congress, in writ-
ing, including a copy of the study upon which tha detarmination was
made, at least one hundred and eighty days while Congress is in session
prior to publishing notice to that effect in the Federal Register: Pro.
vided, That if any Act designating any river or rivers for potential
addition to the national wild and scenic rivers system provides for a
period for the study or studies which exceeds such three comniete fiscal
year period the period provided for in such Act shall be substituted ¥for
the three compiete fiscal year period in the provisions of this clause
(f); and (11) during such addftional period thersafter as, in the case
of any river the report for which is submitted to the President and the
Congress, is necessary for congressional consideration thereof or, in
the case of any river reacommended to the Secretary of the Intarior for
inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system under section
(2)(a)(i1) of this Act, is necagsary for the Secratary's consideration
thereof, which additional period, however, shall not exceed three years
in the first case and one year in the second.

Nothing contained in the foregoing sentence, however, shall preclude
1icensing of, or assistance to, developments below or above a potential wild,
scanic or recreational river area or on any stream tributary thereto which
will not invade the area or diminish the scenic, recreational, and fish and
wildlife values present in the potential wild, sceni¢c or recreational river
area on the date of approval of this Act. No department or adency of the
United States shall, during the periadt hereinbefore specified, recommend
authorization of any watar resources project on any such river or request
appropriations to begin construction of any such project, whether heretofore
or hereaftar aythorized, without advising the Secretary of the Interior and,
where national forest lands are invalved, the Secretary of Agriculture in
writing of its intention so to do at Teast sixty days in advancs of doing
50 and without specifically reporting to the Congress in writing at the time
it makes its recommendation or requast in what respect construction of such
project would be in conflict with the purposes of this Act and would affect
the component. and the values .to be protectad by it under this Act,

-1



{c) The Federal Power Commission and all other Federal agencies shall,
promptly upon enactment of this Act, inform the Secraetary of the Interior and,
where nattional forest lands are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture, of any
proceadings, studies, or other activities within their jurisdictfon which are
now in progress and which affect or may affect any of the rivers specified in
section 5, subsection (a}, of this Act, They shall likewise inform him of any
such proceedings, studies, or other activities which are hereafter commenced
or resumed before they are commenced or resumed,

{d) Nothing in this section with respect to the making of a loan or grant
shall apply to grants made under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of
1965 (78 Stat. 897; 16 U.S.L. 46015 et seq.).

SEC. 8. (a) A1l public lands within the authorized boundaries of any
component of the national wild and scenic rivers system which is designated
in section 3 of this Act or which is hereafter designated for inclusion in
that system are hereby withdrawn from entry, sale, or other disposition under
the public land laws of the United States.

(b} A1 public lands which constitute the bed or bank, or are within one-
quarter mile of the bank, of any river which is listed in section 5, subsection
(a}, of this Act are hereby withdrawn from entry, sale, or other disposition
under the public land laws of the United States for the periods specified in
section 7, subsection (b}, of this Act. Notwithstanding the foregoing provi-
sions of this subsection.or any other provision of this Act, subject oniy to
vaiid existing rights, including valid Native selection rights under the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act, all public Tands which constitute the bed or bank,
or are within an area extending two miles from the bank of the river channel on
both sides of the river segments referred to in paragraphs (77) through {88) of
section 5(a) are hereby withdrawn from entry, sale, State selection or other
disposition under the public land laws of the United States for the periods
specified in section 7(b) of this Act.

SEC. 9. (a) Nothing in this Act shall affect the applicability of the
United States mining and mineral leasing laws within components of the national
wild and s¢enic rivers system except that--

(i} all prospecting, mining operations, and other activities on
mining ¢laims which, in the case of a component of the system designated
in section 3 of this Act, have not heretofore been perfected or which,
in the case of a component hereafter designated pursuant to this Act
or any other Act of Congress, are mnot perfected before its inclusion in
the system and all mining operations and other activities under a mineral
Tease, license, or permit issued or renewed after inclusion of a component
in the system shall be subject to such regulations as the Secretary of
the Interior or, in the case of national forest lands, the Secretary of
Agriculture may prescribe to effectuate the purposes of this Act;

(i1) subject to valid existing rights, the perfection of, or issu-
ance of a patent to, any mining claim affecting lands within the system
shall confer or convey a right or title only to the mineral deposits
and such rights only to the use of the surface and the surfacs resources
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85 are reasonaniy regul v o T L ks Ruptle iy v o . - o2rations .
and are consistent with such reguiations as may be ores.~i~w4 v the
Secretary of the Intericr or, in the case of matfona: ~ . . iwe, &

the Secretary aof Agricuiture; and

(111) subject to valid existing rights, the minerals in Federal lands
which are part of the systam and constitute the bed or banks or are sis-
uated within one-quartar miie of the bank of any river designated a wild
river under this Act or any subsequent Act are hereby withdrawn from all
forms of appropriation unier the mining laws and from operation of the
mineral leasing laws including, in both cases, amendments thereto.

Regulations issued pursuant to paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subsaction
shall, among ather things, provide safequards against pollution of the
river involved and unnecessary impairment of the scenery within the come
ponent in question.

(b) The minerals in any Federal lands which constitute the bed or banks
or are situated within cne-quarter mile of the bank of any river which is
tisted in section 5, subsection (a) of this Act are hereby withdrawn from all
forms of appropriation under the mining Taws during the periods specified in
section 7, subsection (b) af this Act. Nothing contained in this subsection
shall be construed to forbid prospecting or the issuance of leases, licenses,
and permits under the mineral leasing laws subject to such conditions as the
Secretary of the [aterior and, in the case of national forest lands, the Secre-
tary of Agriculture find appropriate to safeguard the area in the event it is
subsequently included in the system, Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions
of this subsection or any other provision of this Act, all public lands which
constitute the bed or bank, or are within an area extending two miles from
the bank of the river channel on bBoth sides of the river segments referred to
in paragraphs (77) through {88) of section 5(a), are hersby withdrawn, subject
to valid existing rights, from all forms of appropriation uynder the mining laws
and from operation of the mineral leasing laws including, in both cases, amend-
ments theretsa, during the periods specified in section 7(b) of this Act.

$&C. 10. {a) Each component of the national wild and scenic rivers system
ghall be administered in such manner as to protect and enhance the vaiues which
caused it to be included in said system without, insofar as is consistent there-
with, 1imiting other uses that do not substantially intarfere with public use
and enjoyment of these values. In such administration primary emphasis shall
be given to protecting its esthetic, scanic, historic, archeoclogic, and scien-
tific featuyres, Management plans for any such component may astabiish varying
degrees of intensity for its protection and davelopment, based an the special
attribuytas of the area.

(b} Any portion of a component of the national wild and scemic rivers
system that is within the national wilderness preservation system, as estab-
Tished by or pursuant to the Act of Saptember 3, 1964 (78 Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C.,
ch, 23}, shall be subject to the provisions of both the Wilderness Act and this
Act with respect to preservation of such river and its immediate environment,
and ir case of conflict between the provisions of these Acts the more restric-
tive provisions shall appiy.



(¢} Any component of the national wild and scenic rivers system that
is admintstered by the Secretary of the Interior through the National Park
Service shall become a part of the national park system, and any such com-
ponent that is administered by the Secretary through the Fish and Wildlife
Service shall become a part of the national wildlife refuge system. The
lands involved shall be subject to the provisions of this Act and the Acts
under which the national park system or national wildlife system, as the case
may be, is admintstered, and in case of conflict between the provisions of
these Acts, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. The Secretary of
the Interior, in his administration of any component of the national wild
and scenic rivers system, may utilize such general statutory authorities re-
lating to areas of the national park system and such general statutory authore
ities otherwise available to him for recreation and preservation purposes and
for the conservation and management of natural resources as he deems appro-
priate to carry out the purpgses of this Act.

(d) The Secretary of Agriculture, in his administration of any component
of the national wild and scenic rivers system area, may utilize the general
statutory authorities relating to the national forests in such manner as he
deems appropriate to carry out the purposes of this Act.

(e) The Federal agency charged with the administration of any component
of the national wild and scenic rivers system may enter into writtan coopera-
tive agreements with the Governor of a State, the head of any State agency, or
the appropriate official of a political subdivision of a State for State or
iocal governmental participation in the administration of the component. The
States and their political subdivisions shall be encouraged to cooperate in
the planning and administration of components of the system which include or
adjoin State- or county-owned lands.

SEC. 11. (a) The Secretary of the Interior shall encourage and assist
the States to consider, in formulating and carrying out their comprehensive
statewide outdoor recreation plans and propesals for financing assistance
for State and Tocal projects submitted pursuant to the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund Act of 1965 (78 Stat. 897), needs and opportunities for establish-
ing State and local wild, scenic and recreational river areas. He shall also,
in accordance with the authority contained in the Act of May 28, 1963 {77
Stat. 49), provide technical assistance and advice to, and cooperata with,
States, political subdivisions, and private interests, including nonprofit
organizations, with respect to establishing such wild, scenic and recreational
river areas.

{b) The Secretaries of Agriculture and of Health, Education, and Welfare
shall likewise, in accordance with the authority vested in them, assist, ad-
vise, and cooperate with State and local agencies and private interests with
respect to establishing such wild, scenic and recreational river areas,

SEC. 12, (a) The Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture,
and the head of any other Federal depariment or agency having jurisdiction
over any lands which include, border uponr, or are adjacent to, any river in=
cluded within the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System or under consideration
for such inclusion, in accordance with section 2(a}(ii), 3{a), or S{a), shall
take such action respecting management policies, regulations, contracts, plans,
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affecting such lands, foiiowing the date of enactment of this suntence, as may

be necessary to protect such rivers in accordance with ths . '~poses ¢f t-  ‘ct.
Such Secretary or other department or agency head shall, where appropriate,

enter into written cooperative agreements with the apprcpriate State or Tocal
official for the planning, administration, and management of Federal lands which
are within the boundaries of any rivers for which approval has been grantad under
section 2(a)(if). Particular attention shall be given to scheduled timber har-
vesting, road construction, and similar activities which might be contrary to

the purposes of this Act,

(b} Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate any existing
rights, privileges, or contracts affecting Federal lands held by any private
party without the consent of said party.

(¢} The head of any agency administering a component of the national wild
and scenic rivers system shall cooperate with the Secretary of the I[nterior and
with the appropriate State water pollution control agencies for the purpose of
eliminating or diminishing the pollution of waters of the river,

SEC. 13. {a) Nothing in this Act shall affect the jurisdiction or respon-
sibilities of the States with respect to fish and wildlife. Hunting and fish-
ing shall be permitted on lands and waters administered as parts of the system
under applicable State and Federal laws and regulations unless, in the case of
hunting, those lands or waters are within & national park or monument, The
administering Secretary may, however, designate zones where, and estabiish
periods when, no hunting is permitted for reasons of public safety, administra-
tion, or public use and enjoyment and shall issue appropriate regulations after
consultation with the wildlife agency of the State or States affected.

(b) The jurisdiction of the States and the United States over waters of
any stream included in a national wild, scenic or recreational river area shall
be detarmined by established principles of law. Under the provisions of this
Act, any taking by the United States of a water right which is vested under
gither State or Federal law at the time such river is included in the national
wild and scenic rivers system shall entitle the gwner thereof to just compensa-
tion. Nothing in this Act shall constitute an express or implied ¢laim or
genial on the part of the Federal Government as to exemption from Stats water

aws.

(¢} Designation of any stream or portion thereof as a national wild,
scenic or recreational river area shall not be construed as 3 reservation of
the waters of such streams for purposes other than those specified in this Act,
or in quantities greater than necessary to accomplish thesa purposes.

(d) The jurisdiction of the States over waters of any stream included in
a national wild, scanic or recreaticnal river area shall be unaffected by this
Act to the axtent that such jurisdiction may be exercised without impairing
the purposes of this Act or its administration.

{e) Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to alter, amend,
regeal, interpret, modify, or be in conflict with any interstate compact made



by any States which contain any portion of the national wilcd and scenin rive s
system.

(f) Nothing in this Act shall affect existing rights of any State, including
the right of access, with respect to the beds of navigable streams, tributaries,

or rivers (or segments thereof) located in a national wild, scenic or recreational
river area.

(g) The Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as the
case may be, may grant easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under, across, or
through any component of the national wild and scenfc rivers system in accordance
with the laws applicable to the national park system and the national forest
system, respectively: Provided, That any conditions precedent to granting such
zzsements and rights-of-way shall be related to the policy and purpose of this

t.

SEC. 14, The claim and allowance of the value of an easement as a charitable
contribution under section 170 of title 26, United States Code, or as a gift under
section 2522 of said title shall constitute an agreement by the donor on behalf of
himself, his heirs, and assigns that, {f the terms of the instrument creating the
easement are violated, the donee or the United States may acquire the servient
estate at its fair market value as of the time the easement was donated minus the
value of the easement claimed and allowed as a charitable contribution or gift.

SEC. 14A. (a) Where appropriate in the discretion of the Secretary, he may
lease federally owned land (or any interest therein) which is within the bound-
arfes of any component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and which
has been acquired by the Secretary under this Act. Such lease shall be subject
tg such restrictive covenants as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of
this Act.

(b) Any land to be leased by the Secretary under this section shall be
pffered first for such lease to the person who owned such lTand immediately
before its acquisition by the United States.

SEC. 15. Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary in sections
3 and 9 of this Act, with respect to components of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System in Alaska designated by paragraphs (38) through {50) of section
3(a) of this Act--

(1) the boundary of each such river shall include an average of not
more than six hundred and forty acres per mile on both sides of the river.
Such boundary shall not include any lands owned by the State or a political
subdivision of the State nor shall such boundary extend around any private
lands adjoining the river in such manner as to surround or effectively
surround such private lands; and

(2) the withdrawal made by paragraph (iii) of section 3(a) shall apply
to the minerals in Federal lands which constitute the bed or bank or are
situated within one-half mile of the bank of any river designated a wild
river by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act.
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SEC. 16. As used in this Act, the terme-

(a) “River” means a flowing body of water or estuary or,a section, portion,
or %{1?u:ary thereof, including rivers, streams, cresks, runs, kills, rills, and
small lakes.

(b) “Free-flowing”, as appifed to any river or section of a river, means
existing or flowing in natural condition without impoundment, diversion, straight-
ening, rip=rapping, or other modification of the waterway. The existance, however,.
of low dams, diversion works, and other minor structures at the time any river B
is proposed for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers system shall not
automatically bar its consideration for such inclusion: Provided, That this shall
not be construed to authorize, intend, or encourage future construction of such
structures within components of the national wild and scenic rivers system.

(¢) "Scenic easement” means the right to control the use of land (including
the air space above such land) within the authorized boundaries of a component
of the wild and scenic rivers system, for the purpose of protecting the natural
qualities of a desfgnated wild, scenic or recreational river area, but such con-
trol shall not affect, without the owner's consent, any regular use exercised
prior to the acquisition of the easement. )

SEC. 17. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated, including such sums
as have heretofore been appropriated, the following amounts for land acquisition
for each of the rivers described in section 3(a) of this Act:

Clearwater, Middle Fork, Idaho, 3$52,909,800;
Eleven Point, Missouri, $10,407,000;

Feather, Middle Fork, Californis, $3,935,700;
Rio Grande, New Mexico, $253,000;

Rogue, Jregon, $15,147,000;

St. Croix, Minnesota and Wisconsin, $21,769,000;
Salmon, Middle Fork, lIdaho, $1,837,100; and
Wolf, Wisconsin, $142,150.

NOTE: The following amendments have been made to P.L. 90-542 through December 23,
1980:

92-560
93-279
93-621
94-199
94-407
94-486
95-625
96-87

96-199
96-487
96-530
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APPENDIX C



I.

II.

KEY: SOIL ASSOCIATION MAP, MYAKKA RIVER

AREA DOMINATED BY SANDY, DROUGHTY SOIL, NOT SUBJECT TO FLOODING

1.

Candler-Tavares Association: nearly level to sloping excessively
drained soils with very thick sandy layers over thin loamy or sandy
loam and moderately well drained soils, sandy throughtout.

AREAS DOMINATED BY MODERATELY WELL TO POORLY DRAINED SOILS, NOT SUBJECT

TO FLOODING

2.

5.

6.

10.

11,

Tavares-Myakka and Tavares-Myakka-Pomello Association: nearly
level to gently sloping moderately well and poorly drained sandy
s0ils with weakly cemented sandy subsoils and moderately well
drained soils, sandy throughout.

Pomello~St, Lucie and Pomello~Paola-St Lucie Association: nearly
level to sloping moderately well drained sandy soils with weakly
cemented sandy subscil and excessively drained soils, sandy
throughout.,

Imokalee-Pomello and Myakka-Pomello-Basinger Association: nearly
level to gently sloping poorly and moderately drained soils with
weakly cemented sandy subsoils.,

Broward-Brandenton-Manatee Association: nearly level poorly
drained sandy soils underlain by limestone; poorly drained soils
with thin sandy layers over loamy subsoil underlain by marly
material; and very poorly drained sandy soils with loamy subsoils.

Adamsville-Pompano and Pompano, High~Pompano Association: nearly
level somewhat poorly and poorly drained soils, sandy throughtout.

Myakka-Immokalee-Basinger Association: nearly level poorly drained
sandy soils with weakly cemented sandy subsoil and poorly drained
soils sandy throughout.

Myakka-Pomillo-Basinger Association: nearly level to gently
sloping poorly and moderately well drained sandy soils with weakly
cemented sandy subsoil and poorly drained soils, sandy throughout.

Wabasso-Bradenton-Myakka, Bradenton-Wabasso-Felda and Wabasso-Felda
Association: nearly level poorly drained sandy soils with weakly
cemented sandy subsoil layer underlain by lcamy subsoil; poorly
drained soils with thin sandy layers over loamy subsoil and poorly
drained soils weakly cemented sandy subsoil.

Immokalee-Myakka~Pompanc Association: nearly level poorly drained
sandy soils with weakly cemented sandy subsoil and poorly drained
sandy soils throughout.,

Scanton,var.-Ona-Placid Association: nearly level somewhat poorly
drained, dark surface soil, sandy throughout; poorly drained soils
with thin sandy layers over weakly cemented sandy subsoil and very



12.

13'

14,

very poorly drained Sanay LoOwgh. v

Porello-Myakka-Tavares Association: nearly level o gently sloping
moderately well and poorly drained sandy soils with weakly cemented
sandy subsoil and moderately well drained soils, sandy throughout.

Pomello, High-Felda Association: nearly level, poorly drained
soils, sandy thoughout.

Travares-Adamville Association: nearly level to gently sloping,
moderately well and somewhat poorly drained soils, sandy
throughout.

AREA DOMINATED BY POORLY AND VERY POORLY DRAINED SOILS SUBJECT TO FLOODING

15,

16.

17.

18,

19,

20,

Placid-Basenger Association: nearly level, poorly drained soils,
sandy throughtout.

Delray-Manatee-Pompano, Pompano-Charlotee-Delray and Pompanc-Delray
Association: nearly level, poorly drained soils with thick sandy
layers over loamy subsoil.

Fresh Water Swamp and Marsh Association: nearly level, poorly
drained soils subject to prolonged flooding.

Tidal Marsh, Swamp~Coastal Beach Ridges and Swamp Dunes

Association: nearly level, very poorly drained soils subject to
frequent flooding by tidal waters and moderately well drained soils,
sandy throughout,

Felda~Manatee Association: nearly level, poorly drained sandy
soils with loamy subscil and very poorly drained sandy soils with
loamy subsoil and very poorly drained sandy soils with loamy
subsoil,

Terra—Ceia Assoication: nearly level, very poorly drained, well
decomposed organic soils 16 to 36 inches thick over loamy
material.
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Written oomments on the Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study and
Evnrionmental Assessment were received from the following agencies and
organizations.

State of Florida

Governor of Florida

State Agencies

Florida Department of Natural Resources

Executive Director
Bureau of Recreation and Parks

Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs
Florida Archives, History and Records Management

Local Governments

County of Sarasota
County of Manatee
City of Orlando

Local Planning Agencies

Southwest Florida Water Management District
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council
Florida Natural Areas Inventory

uasi Public dgencies

Florida Power and Light Company

Conservation and Private Organizations

Sarasota County Audubon Society
General Development Corporation
Property Owners of Gulf Cove, Inc.

Federal Agencies

Department of Agriculture

Soil Conservation Service



Pederal Agencies (Cont'd)
Department of the Army

Corps of Engineers
Envirommental Protection Agency




STATE OF FLORIDA

®ffice of the Governor

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE 32301

Bok GRAHAM
GOYERNOR

January 23, 1984

Mr. G. Ray Arnett

Assistant Secretary

Fish and Wildlife and Parks

United States Department of
the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Arnett:

Thank you for your letter and the Environmental Impact State-
ment regarding the Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study. We have
reviewed this document and proposal by the National Park Ser-
vice for designating the River as a component of the National
Wild and Scenic River System, and we believe that a national
designation affords us the opportunity to preserve this river's
natural and cultural values.

Such a goal could best be accomplished by coordinating public
and private actions which affect the river. Your suggested
Myakka River Study Committee or a similar body may provide the
needed planning coordination to ensure that the efforts of
concerned governmental entities and the affected private sector
managing river resources are brought together in a forum that
achieves a level of preservation compatible to their mutual
interest.

Our Department of Natural Resources will be requested to
initiate an interagency study effort designed to satisfy
federal, state and local concerns that may ultimately lead to a
national designation protecting this unique Florida River.

Your giving us the opportunity to comment on your proposal is

appreciated. We look forward to a cooperative effort in devel-
oping a management plan that achieves our common objectives.

Sincerely f ;..

Governor

With kind regards,

BG/rkb

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer



DR. ELTON J. GISSENDANNER

BOB GRAHAM
Governor

GEQORGE FIRESTONE
Secretaxy of State

JIM SMITH
Attorney General

State of Florida L2V v GERALD A. LEWIS
DEPARTMENT (JI?ZDLAKFIJI{IX]; IllﬂE@()[II{(IEHS BILL GUNTER
DOYLE CONNER

Commiissioner of Agriculture

Executive Director RALFH D. TURLINGTON
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building Commisxoner of Education
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32303

September 30, 1983

Ms., Sharon C. Keene

Chief, Rivers & Trails Division
Southeast Region

National Park Service

75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Ms, Keene:

Reference is made to the draft environmental impact statement
prepared by the National Park Service concerning the proposed
designation of the Myakka River as a component of the National
Wild and Scenic¢ River System.

The Department of Natural Resources supports the designation of
the Myakka along the linesg set forth in Alternative A, It is
our opinion that, short of acquiring an adequate river corridor,
preservation of the river's natural and cultural values can

best be accomplished by properly coordinating the public and
private actions which affect the river. The proposed Myakka
River Commission, or a similar appropriate body, could provide
the needed coordination and help ensure that the efforts of the
various levels of government involved in managing the river,

as well as those of the private sector, are brought to bear in

a manner best calculated to protect the river and its associated
natural values,

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the study. We look
forward to continuing our work with you toward achieving this
important designation for the Myakka River.

Sincerely,

Elton J. Gissendanner
Executive Director

EJG/wpb

DIVISIONS ; ADMINISTRATION BEACHES AND SHORES LAW ENFORCEMENT MARINE RESOURCES
RECREATION AND PARKS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT STATE LANDS



BOB GRAHAM
Governor
GEORGE FIRESTONE

Secretary of State
JIM SMITH

State of Florida v i GERALD & TEiis
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES s CONTER
DOY?E‘:;:)NNER

DR.ELTON J. GISSENDANNER

Executive Director

Marjory Stoneman Dougtas Buiiding

3%00 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee. Florida 32303

Commissioner of Agricuiture
RALPH D. TURLINGTON

Commissioner of Education

Myakka River State Park
Rt 1, Box 72
Sarasota FL 33583

October 14, 1983
Mr. REobert M. Baker
Regional Director
National Park Service
75 Spring Street S.W.
Atlanta GA 30303

Dear Mr. Baker:

Thank you for the provision of the latest draft of the Myakka River
"Draft Wild and Scenic Study/Environmental Assessment'.

Designation, Alternative A, continues to be the only action which I be-
lieve will provide the necessary protection and recognition which the
Myakka River deserves. It is doubtful that designation would precipitate
any commercial or residential development pressures as noted in the
draft. The river is already a nationally recognized resource owing to
its natural beauty and the abundant wildlife -~ both of which are admir-
ably documented in the draft. My knowledge of Florida's growth rate and
economic priorities cause me to adhere to "Alternative A" to ensure that
the umbrella of protection offered by "Wild and Scenic" designation

comes to fruition.

If a "Myakka River commission' is established at some point in time it
would be beneficial to have the park manager of Myakka River State Park;
or, the Division of Recreation and Parks, District VI Biologist sit on
this committee. Perhaps future drafts could include suggested com-
mittee members.

Other comments which I have concerning the last draft are directed at
corrections needed - most are typographical in nature but some are cor-
rections which are needed to rectify errors,

DIVISIONS / ADMINISTRATION LAW ENFORCEMENT MARINE RESOURCES
RECREATION AND PARKS RESQURCE MANAGEMENT STATE LAN D8



Mr. Robert M. Baker

10/14/83
page two
Corrections needed are:
Page 1 - 2, 2nd sentence, Reads - '"The eastern side of the
river...". This should read "The western side...."

As the MacArthur tract is wholely on the east side
of the river and the west side will not be included
if this purchase is made.
Page 2 - 4, Map shows Bog Island Campsite and should read Bee
Island Campsite.

Page 3 - 3, 3rd paragraph, 4th line - Glay Gully needs to be
changed to Clay Gully.
5th paragraph - this paragraph states that Upper
Myakka Lake is stabilized by a low level impound-
ment which restricts flow only at times of very low
water levels. This weir has been circumvented for
some time by a set of culverts and presently does
not restrict any flow. In this same paragraph Van-
deripe Slough is spelled as '"van der Ripe Slough"
two times. The privately constructed dike referred
to was constructed by the Civilian Conservation
Corps in the late 1930's with an extension added on
in the late 1940's at the recommendation of the Soil
Conservation Service.

Page - 12, 4th paragraph, 8th line - helgramites, not helgramits.

Page 15, 3rd paragraph, 5th line -~ agriculture, not argiculture.

w 5] w
i

Page - 17, Last paragraph, 3rd line - hurricane, not hurrican.

Page 3 - 23, 1st paragraph, 2nd line -~ State Road 780, not 730.

Figure 2 (follows page 3 - 26) - It would be preferable if the
proper name of the park, Myakka River State Park,
would be used rather than Myakka State Park.

Again, thank you for providing a copy of the draft. If I can be of further
assistance please advise.

Sincerely
[%MQ -

Captain Robert Dye
Park Manager

RD /bh
cc:Major John Baust, District VI Manager

Captain Ken Alvarez, District VI Biclogist
Park file



FLorIDA GAME AND FrResH WATER FisH COMMISSION

WILLIAM G. BOSTICK, JR. CECIL C. BAILEY C. TOM RAINEY DV .M. THOMAS L. HIRES SR. J.H. BAROCO
Chairman, Winter Haven Vice Chairman, Jacksonville Miami Tampa Pensacola

ROBERT M. BRANTLY, Executive Director

FARRIS BRYANT BUILDING
F.G. BANKS, Assistant Executive Director

620 South Maridian Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

November 22, 1983

Ms. Sharon C. Keene, Chief

Rivers and Trails Division

Southeast Region

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

75 Spring Street, S5.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Re: Draft Myakka Wild and Scenic
River Study L58-{(SER-PT)}
Dear Ms. Keene:

The Office of Environmental Services of the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission has reviewed the Draft Wild and Scenic River Study
for the Myakka River, and recommends implementation of Alternative A.
This proposal would designate, as a state-administered component of the
National Wild and Scenic River System, the 12-mile river segment within
Myakka River State Park. Such designation would further recognize the
outstanding natural resources of this river, and compliment the manage-
ment practices currently exercised within the park by the Florida Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. National designation may also provide greater
impetus to state and local programs for river corridor acquisition or
additicnal resource protection along portions of the river ocutside of the
state park. We endorse the establishment of a Myakka River Commission
as outlined, and would be glad to provide additicnal input or assistance
upon request,

Please call me if we may be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

bt PU. 512 B

Colonel Robert M. Brantly
Executive Director

RMB/RF/ms
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September 16, 1983

Ms, Sharon C. Keene, Chief
Rivers and Trails Division

i, S. Department of the Interior
Southeast Regional Office

75 Spring Street, 5. W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Ms. Keene:

This is in reference to your letter of September 2, 1983, concerning
the Draft Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study and Envirommental Assessment,

We have reviewed the draft study report and feel it provides the necessary
information for a report of this type. It is well done, and we do not
have any significant revisions. When considering the history and location
of the Myakka River, and after reviewing the draft study, it is our
recommendation that Alternative B be pursued. Designation as a Florida
Wild and Scenic River would seem appropriate since the twelve miles to

be designated initially are within the boundaries of Myakka River State
Park.

Please recontact us if you need additional information.

olhn M. Bethea
Director

Division of Forestry
904 /488-4274



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

George Firestone
Secretary of State

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES,
HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT
The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32301

September 30, 1983 (904) 488-1480 In Reply Refer To:
Mr. Frederick P. Gaske
Historic Sites Specialist
(904)487-2333

Mr. Walter 0. Kolb

Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32301

RE: Your Memorandum and Attachment of September 19, 1983
Cultural Resource Assessment Reguest
SAI F1,8309070306; Draft Wild and Scenic Study/Environmental
Assessment for Myakka River, Florida

Dear Mr. Kolb:

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R.,
Part 800 ("Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
Cultural Properties”"}, we have reviewed the above referenced
project for possible impact to archaeological and historical
sites or properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the
National Register of Historic Places. The authorities for
these procedures are the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) as amended by P.L. 91-243, P.L.
93-54, P.L. 94-422, P.L. 94-458 and P.L. 96-515, and Presiden-~
tial Executive Order 11593 ("Protection and Enhancement of the
Cultural Environment").

In our letter of June 1, 1981 (see enclosure), we identi-
fied archaeological and historic resources located within the
study area. Since the area would be managed for preservation
purposes, the inclusion of the Myakka River in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System would afford protection for any cultural
resources located within the area proposed for such designation.

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office that the proposed
action would have no adverse effect on any sites listed, or eligible
for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places, or other-
wise of national, state or local significance.

If you have any gquestions concerning our comments, please
do not hesitate to contact us.

b

FLORIDA-State of the Arts




Mr. Walter O, Kolb
September 30, 1983
Page Two

Your interest and cooperation in helping to protect Florida's
archaeological and historical resources are appreciated.

Siﬂb ely,
V2
Georg:;W. Percy
State Historic
Preservation Officer
GWP:Geb

cc: Sharon C., Keene

Enclosure



COUNTY OF SARASOTA

F L O R I D A
BOARTD oF COMMISSIONER?®S

COMMISSIONERS: PO BOX @

JERRY L. MENTE - iSTRICT 1 SARABOTA, FLA 33578
JIM GREENWALD - DISTRICT 2 PHONE.: 81 3/36%-1000
MABRY CARLYON, JR. * DISTRICT 3

JEANNE Mc ELMURRAY * DISTRICT 4

ROBERT L. ANDERSON - DISTRICT 5

ED MAROMEY - COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

October 12, 1983

Robert M. Baker, Regional Director
U.8. National Park Service

75 Spring Street, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Baker:

Sarasota County can support Alternative "A" of the draft Wild % Scenic
Study - Myakka River. We feel that designating the twelve-mile segment
within Myakka River State Park as a state-administered component of the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers System and opening the door for additional
eligible segments of the river as components of the National System in
response to local and state initiatives, would be a proper action.

As you probably know, Sarasota County has taken many steps to afford
the Myakka River meaningful protection., For your review and considera-
tion, 1 am enclosing Ordinance #82-94/Resolution #82-200 (i.e. environ-
mental covenants for the Ringling-MacArthur Reserve), our new mining
ordinance, a proposed amendment to the Environmental Section of APOXSEE,
the recently-adopted transfer of development rights ordinance, the
Environmental Element of APOXSEE which protects every wetland habitat
adjacent to the Myakka, the newly-adopted tree protection ordinance,

and a proposed new wetlands protection ordinance.

At the same time, the Board of County Commissioners has a responsibility
to provide Sarasota County with a dependable and safe supply of potable
water. This past November, the citizens of Sarasota County voted (with

a margin of 2-to-1) for a $30 million bond issue to purchase the Ringling-
MacArthur tract for water, recreation and open space. After extensive
studies, the Ringling-MacArthur tract was identified as a source of
economically-treatable water, which would help meet our burgeoning needs
well into the 21st century. One of the considerations that made the
Ringling-MacArthur tract attractive was it's juxtaposition to the Myakka
River. Our engineers and environmental consultants indicate that the

- continued -



Robert M. Baker
October 12, 1983
Page 2

excess floodwaters from the Myakka River may be a possible source of
water to be used in conjunction with the surficial water on the ad-~
jacent Ringling-MacArthur tract. Before making that decision, however,
extensive environmental reviews would have to be completed. We may

or may not be able to utilize the river as a source of potable water,
In addition, the Water Management District may or may not permit us

to utilize the river. However, we could not support Alternative "A"
if that would preclude us from even considering the Myakka River as

a source of potable water, If we did use it, we would not be consi-
dering any kind of a dam as a part of that process. At this point,
the worst case scenario would include an unobtrusive, environmentally-
acceptable, off-stream reservoir and/or possibly a subterranean hy-
drological connection (perhaps using existing sands) between the well-
field and the Myakka River.

In giving you our support of Alternative "A", we do so assuming that
there will be no impact of Alternative A" on the above potable water
considerations.

For your use, please find attached our staff's review of your draft
document. As you can see, we are very interested in seeing this docu-
ment be the very best product possible. I think you will find that
the comments reflect an indepth review of the draft. Should you have
any technical/scientific questions, please contact Dr, Lincer (813)
365-1000 Ext. 2403,

If we can be of any further assistance, please let me know. I look
forward to seeing the final report,

ROBERT L. ANDERSON
Chairman

RLA/JLL/tdd

cc: Dr. Lincer, Scientific Advisor
Mr. Dye, Superintendent, M.R.S.P.



REVIEW

of the

National Park Service's

DRAFT WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY:

THE MYAEKKA RIVER

by

Sarasota County Staff

October 13, 1983 Jeffrey L. Lincer, Ph.D.
Date Coordinator




INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS

In response to the Board's request for a review of the National
Park 3Service's document, entitled '"Draft Wild and Scenic Rivers Study:
Myakka River", the County Scientific Advisor coordinated said review,
Chapters and subject matter were divided according to established res-
ponsibilities and skills {see attached matrix - Appendix A).

The review is divided into gepneral comments, specific/technical
comments and attachments.

GENERAL COMMENTS

Staff agrees with Alternative A (discussed on pages 1-3 and 1-4).
Basically, the proposed action is that the twelve-mile segment of the
river within the Myakka River State Park be included as a state~
administered component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System;
this section be classified as a combination of "wild" and "scenic",
and; if additional segments of the river become eligible, as local and
state initiatives to provide permanent protection of the river corridor
are implemented. those segments would be designated as components of
the natiopnal system. To help coordinate these efforts, a Myakka River
Commission could be established. Finally, the management of all seg-
ments of the river coming under special management should emphasize
preservation of natural values and discourage intensive recreatioaal
use and federal agencies would bhe required to support, in their planning
and projects, the preservation of the Myakka River, as a National Wild
and Scenic River,

Staff feels that this alternative could be supported as long as
the limited designation within the state park would not, in any way,
preclude the county from considering the feasibility of using excess
floodwaters from the Myakka River as part of the MacArthur tract well-
field. <Clearly, the County of Sarasota has taken the lead in protecting
the Myakka River (see Appendix B - Ordinance #82-924/Resolution #82-200,
new mining ordinance, amendment to APOXSEE, TDR cordinance, Environmental
Element of APOXSEE, new tree protection ordinance, and proposéed new
wetlands protection ordinance). In fact, Sarasota County initiated the
study of the Myakka River for possible inclusion in the Federal Wild
and Sceni¢ Rivers Program.

Although the proposed Alternative 4 is a long way from U. SB.
Representative Bafalis' nomination of the entire €66-mile length of the
Myakka for Wild and Scemic River designation, the designation of the
12 miles of the river already within the state park does provide some
real potential benefits, The need for regional perspective in pro-
tecting the Myakka, involving upstream (Manatee County) and downstream
(Charlotte County) areas as well as Sarasota County is recognized
throughout the draft study. The recommended alternative provides for
the establishment of a Myakka River Commission to represent the three-
county Myakka River area. This commission would be represented by a
ceross section of the various communities and special interests groups,
much like the Governor's Charlotte Harbor Resource and Planning Manage-
ment Committee. Given the success of that committee, and a similar
one working omn the Loxazhatchee (Palm Beach County), there is reason
for optimism relative to the Myakka River Commission.

Designation may alsc offer some upstream protection for the Myakka
from phosphate mining in Manatee County. However, designation could
possibly create difficulties in considering the Myakka River as part
of a potable water source program in Sarasota County. Although both
issues are touched upon in the draft study, no definitive statements
are made by the Park Service. Should designation inhibit or preclude
considering the Myakka in connection with the Ringling-MacArthur tract,
as a potable water supply, a conflict with the Sarasota County Potable
Water Plan, included in the County Comprehensive Plan, would result.



SPECIFIC/TCCHNICAL COMMENTS

B%ge i-1, Finding 1 - Staff disagrees with the statement that ...
"Myakka River upstream of county road 780 does not possess ithe ocut-~
standing remarkable values"., This portion of the river provides
fish and wildlife habitat, especially for the threatened Florida
Sandhill Crape., It is historically valuable because it represents
the original waterway and meanders through two extensive native
habitats (i.e. Flatford Swamp and Tatum Sawgrass). Local citizens
and governments have expressed concern about the phosphate mining
interests along this stretch of the river and references to the
necessity '"to assure adegqguate water guality and gquantity for the
remainder of the river downstream" should be expanded to explain
what kinds of special mapnagement are contemplated and who would
develecp and implement such special management measures., Additional
comprehensive study is apparently needed prior to deciding whether
the Myakka River north of State Route 780 should be included in or
deleted from the National Wild and Sceni¢ Rivers designation.

Page 1-3 Proposed Action 3 - Relative to the establishment of a
Myakka River Commission, it is important to recognize the key role
that Sarasota County could play in such a commission. This local
government has completed a comprehensive review of scientific and
technical studies involving the Myakka River, has hosted several
workshops and through its own efforts, actually initiated considera-
tion of this river for Wild and Scenic status.

Page 1-8, Quistandingly Remarkable Recreational Values - Staff agrees,
wholeheartedly, that recreation on the river should be limited by
carrying capacity and is particularly pleased to see that the concerns
of riparian landowners has been highlighted in this section.

Page 1-12, Paragraph 1 - On lines two and four, reference is made to
the Ringling-MacArthur tract runping along the west side of the Myakka
River and the eastern side of the river not being included in this
tract. In fact, the Ringling-MacArthur tract runs along the east

side of the Myakka River and the western side of the river would not
be included in this tract.

Page 1-12, Paragraph 2, last sentence - Perhaps reference to the
"state-administrative component™ should be expanded to include likely
roles of the county and/for a multi-agency commission.

Page 2-2, Paragraph 3 - Reference is made to the protective role of
Section ﬁ of tEe Eiia & Scenic Rivers Act, as i1 relates to stream
segments being studied for potential inclusion or which have already
been inc¢luded in the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System, As staff
and others have indicated to the National Park Service, the Ringling-
MacArthur tract, after successful condemnation, will be developed as

a source of potable water and, in addition, for recreation and open
space, As part of the development of a water supply on the Ringling-
MacArthbur Reserve, it is anticipated that the Myakka River will be,

at least, considered as part of a comprehensive water management and
supply system. Although the river would not be utilized if unacceptable
environmental impact were identified, staff would Yike a clarification
on what, if any, impact designation of the river within the Myakka
River State Park would have on the county's ability to, at least, con-
sider the Myalk':a 25 part of this water supply development.

Page 2-4, Paragraph 4, last two sentences - It should be recognized
that any possible increase in use of the state park will probably be
more than offset by the development of the Ringling-MacArthur Reserve,
as & recreational area,

Page 2-7, Current Land Use Regulation 4 - This paragraph should be
updated to address the adoption of the revised tree protection ordinance
(Ordinance #83-44; see Appendix B). Footnote #2, referencing APOXSEE

as the source of the possible 200-foot vegetation buffer should be
corrected, While a 200-foot "no clearing of vegetation zone" is a
commendable idea, it does not appear in APDXSEE. Thisg section on
development policy should alsc be revised to include the environmental
management guidelines (V B.1.2,) which specifically address the Myakka
River and other sections which address all the native habitats along

the river (see Appendix B).




Page 2-8, Management Objective #2 - Staff proposes that this ob-

Jective be expanded to consider restricting recreational access of

boats con the upper Mypakks River to the Myakka River State Park. Further,
consideration should be given to restricting motorized boats 10 some
appropriate section of the river, perhaps below river mile #18 (Snock
Yaven) or river mile #23 (First Residential Development).

Page 3-5, Water Quality - Staff recommends that the Federal 201 Study
of Myakka Lake, just completed by the Mote Marine Laboratory, be used
to update analysis of Myakka River water quality.

Page 3.7, Table G-1 ~ The County's Pollution Control Division has a
great deal of chemical data pot ipcluded in this table that would
be made available upon request,

Page 3-5, Paragraph 4 ~ There are many mangrove islands in the river,
south of river mile #12 (U,S5. Highway 41 crossing) that serve as im-
portant bird rookeries for herons, egrets and ibis in the Sarasota-
Charlotte County coastz]l areas. Mention should be made of this. The
County Historian has access to a turn-of-the-century photo that could
be made available for the final report (see Appendix C).

Page 3-11, Paragraphs 3, 4, 5, and 6 - These vegetated associations,
that line the river, are protected, very specifically, by the Environ-
mental Element of APOXSEE., Reference is only made to state protection
by the Florida DER. In actuality, more specific and greater protection
is provided by Sarasota County regulations (see Appendix B).

Page 3-12, Threatened and Endangered Species - See Appendix D for table,
entitled "Sarasota County’s Special Species and Their Preferred Habitat”.
For cross-reference to federal and state protective status of these
species, a second table, entitled "Sarasota County's Special Species

and Their Status" is also i Appendix D,

Page 3-13 Paragraph 5 - Reference is made to the State of Florida
regnlating the phosphate mining. It should be noted that the local
mining ordinance of Manatee and Sarasota County are far more stringent
than the state regulations. It sbould alsoc be noted that repeated
water guality violations and spills are recorded at the Beker Mipe.
Unfortunately, the initiation of the Beker Mine preceeded some of the
more recent envirounmentalliy-protective regulations.

Page 3-18, Paragraphs 1 & 2 - Considerations, inveolving historical and
archaeological aspects,are lacking in many ways. There is not nearly
enough emphasis placed on the great potential for locating archaeological
gites along the shoreline of the Myakka River. No mention is even

made of the important Little Salt and Warm Mineral Springs, which are
nearby.

Page 3-19, Paragraph 2 - There is no mention of the river's original
name, "Asternal River', Similarly, there is no mention of the ledgen-
dary "Miakka Gold Hole", the Knights, the Handecocks, the Murphys or
others who grazed cattle in large oumbers on both sides of the Myakka,
beginning as early as 1860. There is no mention of Jesse Knight's
famous cattle pen, bordered on the east by the Myakka River for nearly
three miles.

%ﬁge 3~19, Paragraph 2 - There is a distinet error in this paragraph.

e early community that is described is not Myakka City; it is Miakka,
known today as Qld Miukka. Myakka City is a town established by the
railroad around 1918 clearly 50 years after the first.settlers founded
Miakka.

Page 3-19, Population - The demographic data included in Table 4 does
not correspond to the fipal 1980 U.5. Census Counts. Corrections are
provided (see next page). These correctlons are based upon the latest
U.S. Census data we have available.

ggge 3-20, Table 5 (Population Projections) - The University of Florida
publishes revised population projections each year. Since the 1983
addition is now available, we would recommend that Table 4 and the
relevant text be updated accordingly. Note that APOXSEE utilized the
University of Florida populations projections published in 1978 and
these were lower than the later University of Florida projections.



Table 4
Population Change 1970-80, U.S. and Study Ares

1270 iggp % Chanpe

United States Total 203,302,000 22454765608 + 16:9%
226,504,825  + 11.4%

Florida Total 6,791,418 8;579;965 + 43:8%

9,746,324 + 43.0%

Study Area 245,087 462;888 + 67.0%
: 409,153

Manatee County 97,115 148,442 + 52.9%

Sarasota County 120,413 202,251 + 68.0%

Charlotte County 27,559 595335 +334:5%

58,460 +112.1%

Source: 1980 U.S. Census of Housing and Population



Page 3-21, Ecconomv - The statemsnt that Sarasova County had the
highest per capita income in Florida in 1979 is not valid. According
to APOXSEE's Economy Chapter (page 323), in 1977, Sarascta had the
highest per capita income based upon U.S, Department of Commerce data
published in 1979, In actuality, Palm Beach County had the highest
per caplia income in 1979, with Sarasota County coming in second.

Page 3-23, Land Use Controls - The second sentence should be amended
to read that APOXSEE was adopted June 30, 1981, by the Sarasota County
Board of County Commissioners (County Ordinance #81-30), In addition,
the last sentence should be alterred to indicate the consultants have
been hired to develop the appropriate buffer criteria,

Page 3-25, Riverfront Zoming/Sarasota County - 4 key to the zoning
ordinance district acronyms and the maximum densities allowed in each
zoning district should be provided if this graphic is to be meaningful.
Also, similar information and maps for Charlotte and Manatee counties
wottld seem appropriate.

Page 3-26, Land Ownership - The purchase of the Vemetia tract by the
Berry Investment Group is significant enough to justify am update of
this section of the draft study since: 1) this tract has three miles
fronting the Myakka River, and; 2) a preapplication meeting for an
Application for Master Development Approval (AMDA) has been held al-
though Berry Investments has withdrawn the original proposal.

Some misspellings - Glay Gulley should be Clay Gulley; van der Ripe
Slough should be Vanderipe Slough, and: }cArthur Tract should be
MacArthur tract.

Page 4-1, Alternative 4 Proposed Action - Paragraph 1 - Again, staff
requests clarification on the impact of designating the river within

the State Park on considering the downstream portion of the Myakka
River as part of a comprehensive, and environmentally-acceptable,
potable water source development program (i.e. on the Ringling-MacArthur
Reserve).

Page 4-5, Paragraph 1 -~ The last sentence indicates that the counties
could adopt impact assessment procedures similar to those of the state.
In faect, this is already heing done in Sarasota County through the
Environmental Element of APOXSEE {copy attached). All development
proposals (whether rezoning, special exception, site and development
review, preliminary plat, sector plans, etc,) are reviewed through a
specific habitat-based regulatory program.

Page 4-5, Paragraph 2 - To update this paragraph, it should be mentiocned
that the transfer of development rights ordinance has already been
adopted by the Beoard of County Commissioners (copy attached - see
Appendix B}.

Page 4-5, Fish and Wildlife - Staff disagrees that there would be

very little difference in the impact on fish and wildlife habitat
between Alternatives A and B for the river corridor segment within

the state park. This is primarily because of the increased protection
we would hope to get from upstream land use changes, in particular
phosphate mining and large developments. In addition, designation
itself would provide: 1) impetus for other protective mechanisms,
and; 2) a springboard for the ultimate inclusion of other sections of
the river, hopefully including upstream portions.

%%Ee 4-7, Paragraph 2, line 2 - As indicated, the County's Comprehensive
an ideptified the Myakka as a potential water supply source. In

that it is just a potential, staff suggests that the next sentence

be changed to read ".,.a reservoir might be constructed to capture

the excess flow”.

General comments on this chapter - None of the scenarios seem to address
the main water quality problems identified on page 3-10 or prevent future
water quality problems from urban development. Nor do Alternatives

A or B address the potential impact on the county's needs to develop

the Ringling-MacArthur Reserve as a multiple-use wellfield, which

would include considering the Myakka River as an adjunct potable water
source,




Additional County Input

Although all county staff would certainly be available for
additional assistance, our County Historian, John McCarthy, is
especially anxious to work with the National Park Service staff
ip an effort to provide additional and necessary input on the
historical and archaeological aspects of the river, W%e antici-
pate that such a review will be supplied to the National Park
Service by early November.
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MANATEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

-

November 22, 1983

Mr. Robert M. Baker, Regional Director
U.S. National Park Service

75 Spring Street, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Baker:

The Manatee County Board of County Commissioners has considered the
alternative actions for designation of a section of the Myakka River
as a Wild and Scenic River as presented in the July, 1983 draft
report by the National Park Service. It is the opinion of this Board
and our staff that the optimum protection of the Myakka River can be
accomplished through Alternative B. This alternative includes the
same protective measures as Alternative A except that the Myakka
would not be included in the National System.

An important reason for our choice of Alternative B over Alternative
A is our observation that efforts of State and local governments to
protect water resources in Manatee County and the Tampa Bay Region
have been much more effective than any federal actions. For example,
the recent designation of the Little Manatee River as an Outstanding
Florida Water and the reclassification of the entire Lake Manatee
Watershed as Class IA waters represented significant steps to protect
those waterbodies. The same kind of joint local, regional, and state
effort which made those accomplishments possible can be applied to
the Myakka River most effectively through Alternative B.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft report and
look forward to seeing the final report.

Sincerely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

ééwnc\\& . Q\I\MUL

Edward W. Chance
Chairman

EWC:RME: jk

cc: Dick Eckenrod
Phosphate Mining Coordinator

EDWARD W. CHANCE e« WESTWOOD H. FLETCHER, JR. = PATRICIA M. GLASS = KENT G. CHETLAIN = VERNON E. VICKERS
LRSS £ P

P. O. Box 1000, Bradenton, Florida 33506



Gity of Grlande

€49 W. LIVINGSTON STREET
OFFICE OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA TELEPHONE
BUREAU OF RECREATION 32801 - 1497 (305) 849-2288

September 20, 1983

Sharon C. Keene, Chief

Rivers and Trails Division -
Southeast Region

U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Southeast Regional Office

75 Spring Street, Southwest
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Ms. Keene:

We have received the draft copy of the Myakka Wild and Scenic
River Study and Environmental Assessment which you forwarded
for our review. Due to Orange County/City of Orlando being
so far removed from the study subject area and our staff
being unfamiliar with the site, the bureau doces not feel that
a feasible and justifiable review can be made. We are, there-
fore, returning the study for your future use and distribution.

We would appreciate the opportunity to assist the Department
of the Interior in the future with any project relative to
the Orlando/Orange County area.

Most cordially,

L Lo

on W. Wilson, Bureau Chief
Bureau of Recreation

DWW:st
Enclosure
cc: Tom Farnsworth, Director of Parks and Recreation

William Haycock, Assistant Bureau Chief of Recreation
File



SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

2379 BROAD STREET, BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 33512-9712 WATER oy,
PHONE (904) 796-7211  SUNCOM 684-0111

+ BRUCE A SAMSON, Charrman. Tampa + Wi O STURBS, IR, Vice Chairman, Dide City »
= JAMES H. KIMBROUGH, Secretary, Broghsvilie + RONALD B. LAMBERT, Treasurer, Wavchiia -
+ DONALD R CRAME. IR | Assisianr Seceetary, 5t Petersburg » MARY A KUMPE, Assistant Troasirer, Sarasols »
«WALTER H, HARKALA, Plant City  »  JACK STRAUGHN, Winter Haven « MICHAEL ZAGORALC, iR, Beffvair «

* GARY W. KUHL. Execirtive Director » STEPHEN A WALKER, General Covnsel -
+ JAMES M. HARVEY, Deputy Executive Director +

November 15, 1983

Mr. Robert M. Baker
Regional Director
National Park Service

75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

SUBJECT: Myakka River; Draft Wild & Scenic River Study
Dear Mr. Baker:

The staff of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)
has reviewed the above referenced Draft Wild & Scenic River Study
for the Myakka River. Based on this review, the SWFWMD has no
adverse comments on the study as presented.

Please be advised that this review reflects staff opinion only and
not that of the District Governing Board.

Thank you for this opportunity to participate in this review; and if
I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

PHILLIP W. WALDRON, Planner
Planning & Performance Evaluation

PWi:kag

CONSERVE WATEHR TODAY FOR TOMORROW



Southwest Florida Regional Planning Councit

Fort

2121 West First Street, Myers, Filorida 33901 (813)334-7382

October 25, 1983

Mr. Robert M. Baker,
Regicnal Director
National Park Service
75 Spring Street, S.W.

Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: 1IC&R project #83-185 Draft Myakka Wild and Scenic River
D.0.I. #L58(SER-PT) Study and Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Baker:

In accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination and
Review process, and the Council's adopted regional clearinghouse
review procedures (Chapter 29I-5, F.A.C.), the above-referenced
draft study has been reviewed by this office and determined to be
regionally significant,.

The Council staff supports Alternative "A" recommended in the study,
provided this alternative does not preclude the use of the Myakka
River, by Sarasota County, as a supplemental potable water supply
source if this is found to be environmentally feasible. The en-
closed comments from Sarasota County alse indicate suppeort of this
alternative.

This recommendation will be discussed at the next scheduled Council
meeting. Should Council action differ from the staff recommenda-
tion, you will be notified.

Sincerely,

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL
PLANNING COUNCIL

28—

ayne E. Daltry
Executive Director

WEL/BD:vg

Enclosure



FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY

254 East Sixth Avenue ¢ Tallahassee, Florida 32303 e (904) 224-8207

November 29, 1983

Robert M. Baker
Regional Director
National Park Service
75 Spring Street, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr, Baker:

I have reviewed the Draft Wild and Scenic Study/Environmental
Assessment for the Myakka River and would like to offer comments in
behalf of the Florida Natural Areas Inventory.

Although the Myakka River is not entirely pristine, much of the
river remains in its natural state as a lotic system unique to Florida.
For this reason I would offer support for Alternative A to designate
the 12-mile segment within Myakka River State Park as a State-administered
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System., I would also
support the inclusion of additional eligible segments, based on the
importance of upstream areas in maintaining the integrity of the lower
reaches of a riverine system.

From my past experience in restoring degraded water bodies within
the state, I can attest that any costs incurred in establishing the Myakka
River as a Wild and Scenic River would be but a fraction of the cost
required to attempt restoration of such a system once it was degraded or
to perform, artificially, the natural functions which the river now
provides. Therefore, from an economic standpoint as well as from an
ecologic and aesthetic standpoint, Wild and Scenic status of the Myakka
River is justified.

Thank you for the opportunity to pro#ide comments on this important
matter. If our office can be of assistance in the designation, please

let me know.
Sincerely, )
L ~»(w~7‘- ; .
Brinson
Marine/Kquatic Ecologist
STB/bjm

The Nature Conservancy and the Florida Department of Natural Resources

100% recyefod paper
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FPL

FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

October 19, 1982

Mr. Robert M. Baker
Regional Director

National Park Service

75 Spring Street

SW Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: MYAKKA RIVER DRAFT WILD AND SCENIC STUDY /ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

Dear Mr. Baker:

Fliorida Power & Light Company would like to comment on the National Park
Services' proposal to include a portion of the Myakka River in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System. It is our understonding that the designation would
initially encompass only that portion of the River which is within the Myakka River
State Park, but that additional segments could be added later,

Florida Power & Light is an electric utility serving Charlotte, Manatee,
Sarasota and 32 other Counties in Florida. Thus we have a major interest in
proposals affecting the future growth and development of this area, and which
could potentially represent a restrictive influence on the siting of electrical
service facilities. As you may know we currently own and operate a transmission
line that crosses the Myakka River in the Myakka River State Park on a 160 foot
wide right-of-way. This line is a vital part of our transmission system, and as such
must be maintained, and if necessary, upgraded. FPL's continued use of this line
and its right-of-way should not be restricted in any way by the designation.
Moreover, although we currently have no plans for additional transmission facilities
that would cross the Myakka River, such a future possibility cannot be ruled out,
In addition, future development in the eastern part of Sarasota County may
necessitate the construction of distribution facilities in the River corridor. At
present we recognize the future need to provide electrical service to Sarasota
County's proposed public water supply development on the 33,000 acre McArthur
tract which lies east of the Myakka River and south of SR 72, We are concerned
that the proposed River corridor may resuilt in an unintended barrier to essential
vtility facilities should the Wild ond Scenic River protection program not
recognize this possibility and provide for such facilities,

We would {ike to stress that at present FPL has no specific plan to expand its
facilities in or near the Park. Further, we recognize that the Myakka River has
many outstanding environmental attributes that may qualify it for Wild and Scenic
River status. Our comments should in no way be construed as opposing the
designation. Rather, we would like to see a clarification in the program that the
designation would not interfere with the issuance of permits for utility facilities.

PEQPLE ... 5ERVING PEQPLE



Mr. Robert M. Baker
Page Two
October 19, 1983

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Scenic River
designation. If you have any questions concerning our comment, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Y ours very truly,

T

Thomas R. Fair, Manager
Environmental Planning and Projects

TRF:bh



3130 Riviera Drive
Sarasota, Florida 33582

November 30, 1983

United States Dept. of the Interior
National Park Service

Southeast Regional Office

75 Spring Street, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Re: Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study
L58 (SER-PT)

Attention: Sharon C. Keene
Chief Rivers and Trails Division

Dear Ms, Keene:

The Conservation Committee of the Sarasota County Audubon
Society has completed its review of the Parks Services draft
of the Wild and Scenic River study completed in July 1983,

The Sarasota Audubon Society strongly recommends inclusion of
the Myakka River as part of the Wild and Scenic River system.

We feel that this will provide the necessary protection
for this important waterway in our County and provide the
necessary habitat protection for the flora and fauna that
abounds in this area. It is doubly important that this action
be taken at this time, due to the tremendous growth which we
are experiencing in this County. Development on the lower
section of the Myakka river continues and will soon be encroach-
ing on the recommended sectors of the river should this proposal
not be adopted with all due speed.

In conclusion, we strongly support the recommendations of
the National Park Service in this endeavor.

Sincerely Yours,

ohn™ <
Conservation Chairman
R._/,/ Sarasota County Audubon Society



Wayne L. Allen
General Development Corporation Senior Vice President and

General Counsel

October 28, 1983

Mr, Robert M, Baker, Regional Director
National Park Service

75 Spring Street, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr, Baker:

We have reviewed your agency's draft Myakka Wild and Scenic
River Study and support inclusion of the l2-mile segment
within the Myakka River State Park as a State-administered
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. We
do, however, have some concerns and comments about your
proposal to designate additional segments of the river in the
future. Areas of particular concern to General Development
Corporation are (1) the portion of the river designated
eligible for future inclusions that lies in Sections
1,2,11,12, and 13, Township 408, Range 20E in the City of
North Port, Sarasota County: and (2) the portion of the river
designated eligible for future inclusion that extends from El
Jobean to the river's mouth in Charlotte County. The reasons
for our concern and specific comments on the draft study are
discussed below.

1. The General Land Use Map on page 3-24 of the study
should be modified to show General Develcpment
Corporation lands in the City of North Port and
Charlotte County as urban uses rather than barren.
While some areas may not have large numbers of
homes c¢onstructed at present, most areas do have
voad and drainage infrastructure in place and local
government comprehensive plans designate these
areas for residential and commercial uses. The
lots in this area have been s0ld to numerous
individual 1lot purchasers, Urban growth is
expected to take place in these areas.

1111 South Bayshore Drive, Miami, Florida 33131 Telephone 305 350 1261



In the first paragraph on page 3-30, the report
states that "Below State Route 771 land adjacent to
the river is State-owned." It is true that most of
the land along the shore is in state ownership as
General Development Corporation sold it to the
Trust for Public Lands in the early 1970s.
Nevertheless, General Development still owns
approximately 450 acres of unplatted land in this
area as well as the Gulf Cove Marina. This land is
planned for residential and commercial development,
some of which will take place around the Marina.
We request, therefore, that this portion of the
river be classified as recreational on the map on
page 1-~10 rather than scenic as the map currently
shows,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the

study

Sincerely,

-

Wayne Allen
Senior Vice President
General Counsel

WA/tm

cc: Margaret Gentle, Mayor, City of North Port
Steve Bostwick, Chairman, Charlotte County Commission



p&ope&fq Ownets oﬁ q::lﬁ Cove, Tuc.

Paort Charlotte, Horida 33953

October 5, 1983

mre obert ii. Baker, Regional Director
Mational Park Service

75 Soring Street, 3.W.

atlanta, Georgia, 30303

Jear r. Baker:

You have asked for comments on the draft study of the
Myakka River preparatory to its inclusion into the National wild and
Scenic Rivers System,

although our Association comprises a group of folks who
live in a segment along the river where development and shoreline
alteration has made that piece ineligible for inclusion in the
Nationsl 3ystem, we are wholeheartedly and unanimously behind the
attempt to see that those segments that do gualify for inclusion in the
sytem, be included as rapidly as possible,

We represent a group of homeowners 285 strong who have, to
a man, expressed their strong desire to stand with the study uyroup for
Alternative A; that is, designation of the 12-mile segment within the
ryakka River State Park as a state-administered component of the Na-
tional %Wild and Scenic River System; that the State of Florida continue
its current management practices protecting the natural and cultural
qualities of the designated segment of the river within the myakka River
State Parke that the 37 miles of additional segments of the river be
designated as components of the National System as soon as is possibles
and, that a river commission be established to coordinate efforts to
conserve the Myakka River area.

Je are vitally interested in securing this river as a part
of the Wational River System without delay.

Je would like to commend the five-member team of preparers
who obviously worked very hard and thoroughly on the study. It is a
fine job and is valuable to us all. We can only hope that the people
will succed in this case over land-developers and the phosphate mining
industry in the battle for nature over dollars, to preserxrve this wmarv-
elous free~flowing river for all of us and for those yet to come.



Thank you for considering the piyakka River remarkable
enough to qualify for this program. We, who have seen the manatee,
heron, otter, eagle, and osprey along its banks, know what a treasure
it is!

Sincerely yours,

rvajf)LhQ:le T R

i,&os ph Dickerson, President

JD/h



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

T 1083

Honorable G. Ray Arnett
Assistant 3ecretary for Fish
and Wildlife and Parks
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Arnett:

We appreciate the opportunity to review your draft wild and scenic
study/environmentsal assessment for the Myakka River in Florida.

We concur with the proposed action that a 12-mile segment within the Myakka
River State Park be included as a State-administered component of the
National Wild and Scenic River System. We agree with the findings that the
12-mile section contains outstandingly remarkable ecological, fish,
wildlife and recreation values which make this river segment a worthy
addition to the system.

One of the main concerns that we have is the way recreation has been
addressed {(outside the 3tate Park). The objective seems to be to
discourage and control, or even prohibit recreation activities by using the
restrictive powers of the Wild and Scenie Rivers Act. This is somewhat
contrary to the purpose of the Act, If trespass and poaching are a problem
on the private lands adjacent to the river, better management is needed,
rather than prohibition or restrictions on use, Restrietions should be
used to 1limit deterioration of the river values which made it eligible for
wild and sceni¢ river status,

The report seems somewhat biased toward the private landowners, giving them
exclusive rights to the river if it is designated, and denying public
access to the river through private lands, There is no specific indication
of the need for zoning, acquisition, or other controls on private land-
owners {perhaps the State has this power),

The description of the river corridor and watershed is well done. We would
suggest adding a more thorough discussion of the carrying capacity and
fragile nature of the river corridor. Include an evaluation of the
relationship between river values, recreation use, and private land

developments,

There is very little mention about fishing on the river; what species, how
much fishing, potential, etc. We would suggest that additional information
pe included since it is listed as one of the outstandingly remarkable

values.



Honorable G. Ray Arnett 2

There is no economic analysis in the report. It would help te include an
estimate of costs to manage the river as a wild and scenic river, and an
indication of values that may be foregone. This would be particularly
important if additional segments of the Myakka River are proposed for
designation as components of the national system (outside of the Myakka
River 3State Park).

We have listed some suggested editorial modifications for the study report
on the enclosed pages. Also enclosed are comments from the SC3 State
Conservationist office in Gainesville, Florida, which were sent to our
Forest Service regional office.

S;pcerely.

\ o3
1__. &

(\_5)

TN GG CaViTonmant

Enclosures
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Yr. John E. Alcock

- Ocitobair 31, TYES

Regignal Forester

USDA-Forest Service

1720 Peachtree Rd., W Suite 820
Atlanta, GA 30367

_Uear Hr. Alcock:

Ke have reviewed the draft of the Hyakka River Hild and Sceaic River :‘Study My 2

report as requested in your September 30, 199 correspondence. Dur mnts
are as foliows: _

1.

3.

Tre Saf Crowersastos Sorece
S eJRnCy of the

The river is presently being used by farwers and raachers for: wrigat*nn
and Yivestock watering. The Land Use pariion of this veport {page 4-1)
is inadequate. It does not describe the effects to farmers and ranchers
with properties along the river. Thers wnuid be detrieental effects to

- them and to those not direcily on the river bul whe use water from the

r

river for livestock water, irrigation, and freeze protection to citrus.: w

The third paragraph on page 3-23 is an inadequate 5tatmt'ngarding i
the river corridor use. A forage use fnventory is needed to analyze

the livestock use of the land. WNithoul such an jnventory, a true nse -

and effect determination cannot be made.

This report is unclear, especially chepter 11T with its many refersnces’

to river mile numbers which are mot identified on any of the maps. ﬂther'

features referved to that should be identifisd on the location map are
Hyakka River State Park, Wingate Creek, Flatford Swewp, Totue Sawgrass,

Glay Gully, etc. Without locating the peints of discussion, the veader o _

cannot accurately determine the affected enwr:awts as intemied in this
chapter.

Page 3-3 (last paragraph}. There is mention of a2 privately constructed
dam one-half mile below the Hyskka River State Park, but therz s re
indicatfon if this proposal would affect this dam. Thiz reporit should
state if the dam would be mzintained, removed, or left to mature. |2
should also state the expecied envirornsental effect. The repord should
also state the present purpose of the dawm. %

~}IRE-

Twonptnent ol Rgreuteg
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5. Page 3410 {beginning with last paragraph) There is a discussion.
regarding the problem presented by the hydrilla growing within the:
waters and that it can entirely choke out the waterway. ~The first
paragraph on the following page explains that this weed probles is .
gresently being handied. This chapter shauld explain: the effect this-
proposal will have. Will the weed control program continue or be
abandoned? 1f abandoned, what will be the effects? -

Thamk you for giving us the opportunity to review this report;:

Smcere'ly.

M. RITOHELL
State _Oonsgnltionist

eer
Elaer Sal.lel'. lﬂ. Pa'lmtto RO
Anthony Polizoes, DC, Palmetto FO



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, DC 20310

§ DEC 1983

Honorable G. Ray Arnett
Assistant S3ecretary for Fish

and Wildlife and Parks
U. 3. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Arnett:

This is in response to your recent letter, requesting Department
of the Army views on the draft report and environmental assessment on
the Myakka Wild and Scenic River Study, Charlotte, Manatee, and
Sarasota Counties, Florida.

We bave reviewed these documents and conclude that the several
segments of the Myakka River jidentified in the report can be inecluded
in the Naticnal Wild and Scenic Rivers System as such action will not
conflict with nor adversely affect flood control, navigation, or other
programs or projects of the Corps of Engineers, In addition, we note
that due to the nature of this action, no regulatory programs of the
Corpas of Engineers will need to be addressed.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this draft report.

Sincerely,

William R, G1ane111
Assistant Secretary of the Army
(Civil Works)



DEPARTAMENT OF THE ARMY
SOUTH ATLANTIC GIVISION, COAPS OF ENGINEERS
E40 TITLE SBUILLING, 30 PRVOR STREET, S.W.
LTLARTA, GEORGIA 30203

PLY IO October ]3, 1983

ATTERTION GF:

Envirormental Resources Branch

Ms. Sharon L. Keene, Chief,
Rivers @znd Trajls Division
Departiment of the Interior
Nationz! Park Service
Southeast Regional Office
75 Spring Street Scuthwest
Atlanta. Georgia 30303

Dear Msz. Kaene:

sm writing in response to your request of September 2, 1983 for
comments on the Draft Myakke Wild and Scenic River Study, Florida.

Wz concur that the several segments of the Myakka River identified
in the rezort meet the eligibility for inclusion in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System. Inclusion of the segments in the system will
not adversely impact any existing or proposed Corps of Engineers projects.
we appreciate the opportunity to review this report.

Sincerely,

M. Mau1
Ch1ef, P1ann1ng Division
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CNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION IV

343 QOURTLAND STREET
LTLAKNTA GEORGIA 203653
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Mr. Ronert M, Baker
Regional Divector
Nationai Park Service
Soutneast Regional Office
7% Spring Street, S5.%W.
Atlants, Georgia 30303

Dear #r-. Baker:

We have compieted our review of the Myakka River Draft wWild
and Ecenic Study/Environmental Assessment, Charlotte, Manatee,
and Serasota Counties, Florida,

Based con our review, we support the inclusion into the National
Wilé and Scenic River System of those segments of the Myakka
River specified in Alternative "A", with the provisions
outlined on pages 21 through 28, We agree that the proposed
plan cifers t{he best opportunity of retaining the present
conc¢itions in the remaining undeveloped river system and will
precserve water guality and wildlife values, which would
otherwise be lost to the area, for future generations.

I1f we may be of additional assistance, please contact us.

Sincerely youvrs,

2 t
Sheprarf N. Moore, Chief
Enviconmental Review Section
Envivcnmental Assessment Branch
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BICLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

Describe the proposed project:

The Myalkka Wiid and Scenic River Study was oonducted pursuant to the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-542, as amended. The
National Park Service coonsiders 37 miles of the river eligible for
inclusion in the National System based on its outstandingly remarkable
sceniz, ecclogical, fish and wildlife, and recreational values. The
National Park Service proposes that, (1) the 12-mile segment within
the Myakka River State Park be included as a State-administered
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System; and
(2) additional eligible segments of the Myakka River be designated as
components of the National System as local and State initiatives to
provide permanent protection for the river corridor are implemented.

State/County: Florida/Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota

Was an environmental assessment (EA) prepared for this project? Yes
or No.

a. If yes, was an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) required?

Yes or No,
1. In process - expected completion date o
2. Draft complete:
Date Document Number
3. Final compiete: .
Date Document Number

b. Were endangered species mentioned as being located within the
project area? Yes or No. If yes, list them.

Red—cockaded woodpecker
Bastern brown pelican
Southem bald eagle
Peregrine falcon
Bachman's warbler
Florida panther

c. Were threatened species mentioned as being located within the
project area? Yes or No. If yes, list them.

American alligator
Eastern Indigo snake



4. Did the project area encroach on a desidnated or proposed critical
habitat? Yes or mMo. Explain.

There would be no habitat loss.
Has the project been specifically discussed with the U.S. Fish and
wildlife Service oconcerning compliance with the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended? Yes or No.

a. Date of discussion and svidence of documentation (attach all
corregpondence to this Biological Assessment).

March 6, 1984

b. Pish and Wildlife Service contact person Mr. David Smith,
Endangered Species Coordinator, Vero Beach Office.

When is the project scheduled to start?

N/A.

(Filled out by Region)

Verification with USFWS:

a. Date March 19, 1284 .

b. Contacted Mr. David Smith .

Impact of project on endangered species, threatened species as
critical habitat:

@ No effect
b. Positive effect
¢. Negative effect

Signature Tk LAt s e .

Comments:
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STATE OF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION

BOB GRAHAM

TWIN TOWERS OFFICE BUILDING GOVERNOR

2600 BLAIR STONE ROAD

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301-8241 VICTORIA J. TSCHINKEL

SECRETARY

May 3, 1984

Mr. Neal G. Guse

Acting Regional Director

Southeast Region

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

75 Spring Street, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Myakka River Wild and Scenic River Study/Environmental Assessment (WSRS/EA)
SAI: FL8403221017C

Dear Mr. Guse:

The State of Florida hereby concurs with your consistency determina-
tion. This concurrence is based on information set forth in the notification
of proposed federal action and State agency comments thereon. Future
consistency determinations may be required as more information is developed.
16 CFR 930.37. Subsequent State consistency evaluations, if needed,
will take previous State agency comments {attached) into account.

Finally, failure to object should not be construed to mean the State
agrees with the sufficiency of this or subsequent consistency determinations.

Thank you for the opportunity to review your project for consistency
with Florida's Coastal Management Program,

Sincerely,

Stephen J. Fox, Director
Division of Permitting

SJF/RSd

Attachment

Protecting Florida and Your Quaiity of Life
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