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Mike Soukup, Associate Director 

Abby Miller, Deputy Associate Director 

Natural Resource Related NEWS 

Prepublication version of Ecological Dynamics on Yellowstone's 
Northern Range is available for online reading 

FEATURE - The Natural Resource Challenge 

Natural Resource Challenge 

Natural Resource Challenge Brochures 

Approval of Proposals for Future Learning Centers 

ACTION ITEM 

FY 2003-FY 2004 Servicewide Comprehensive Call - Natural 
Resource Guidance 
Project proposal submissions are due to the Washington Office May 1, 2002.(Parks 
should follow due date guidance issued by their respective region.) 

Organization and Contacts 

Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Monthly Report 

Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Strategic Plan 

Natural Resource Stewardship Awards 

Division / Organizational 
Units 
Air Resources Division 

Biological Resource 
Management Division 

Environmental Quality Division 

Geologic Resources Division 

Natural Resource Information 
Division 

Natural Resource Program 
Center 

Social Science Program 

Water Resources Division 
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Job Announcements 
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I n Depth 

NRID Brochure 

Natural Resources 
Intranet 
Useful Information for 
visiting us in Fort 
Collins 

The Natural Resource 
Information Division (NRID) is 
part of the Natural Resource 
Program Center, administered 
by the Associate Director for 
Natural Resource Stewardship 
and Science. It maintains 
offices in Fort Collins and 
Denver, Colorado, and 
Washington, D.C., and consists 
of three branches. 

Our Mission is: 

Gensralion and dissemination 

of information that advances 

the management, protection, 

and understanding of natural 

resources in the national parks 

and associated ecological 

communities. 

Program Areas 
Information Services 

Information Systems 
Management 

Inventory and Monitoring 
Program 

Natural Resource Web 
Management/Development 

Natural Resource Information 
Division Mission 

The Inventory and Monitoring 
Branch documents the status and trends of natural resources in 
America's national parks. As such, the branch oversees inventory 
and monitoring programs throughout the National Park Service, 
including assisting parks, regions and other NPS offices in the 
acquisition of natural resource inventory and monitoring information 
and its application in management decision-making and resource 
protection. 

The Systems Management Branch provides and administers 
servicewide databases to meet the needs of natural resource 
program managers. It also develops and maintains data processing 
tools and procedures to help park staffs manage natural resource 
information consistently. 

The Information Services Branch develops and communicates 
information for the preservation, management, and understanding of 
park natural resources. Informational materials and services are 
geared to reach the public, park staffs, and NPS partners, which 
includes education, interpretation and public outreach programs. 

The Office of the Division Chief, through the Natural Resource Web 
Manager, coordinates and manages NPS natural resource web 
activities. This includes overall coordination of NatureNet and the 
Natural Resources Intranet, leading the interdisciplinary Natural 
Resource Web Team, and coordinating guidance and policy 
recommendations on natural resource web publishing. 

Current News 
Gregory Has Enriching Experience at Denver Airport (02.21.2002) 
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(NPS photo) 

Mission 

To communicate information 
and messages on natural 
resource topics, issues, and 
management activities with the 
public, co-workers, affiliates, 
and partners. To provide 
information services and 
guidance for managers of park 
natural resources, conservation 
and environmental 
constituencies, educators, and the scientific community. To advance 
the management, protection, and understanding of natural resources 
in parks and associated ecological communities. 

Roles and Functions of the Branch 

• Provide guidance to promote and establish state-of-the-art 
trends and techniques for communicating natural resource 
topics, issues, and management activities with the public. 

• Produce Natural Resource Year in Review and Park Science, 
and coordinate national publication series and miscellaneous 
natural resource publications. 

• Coordinate Learning Center functions and programs, 
environmental education, and natural resources interpretation 
activities and programs for NRSS. 

• Establish liaison with the Division of Interpretation to foster 
mutual communications activities. 

• Develop a presence and partnerships with national 
educational organizations. 

• Develop and maintain partnerships to enhance management 
of information services. 

Goals of the Branch 

• Assist parks in interpreting their specific natural resources to 
visitors. 

• Develop an NPS plan and partnerships for broad 
interpretation of natural resources in parks. 

• Find alternative means for telling natural resource stories in 
parks including by video and virtual experiences. 
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Education Outreach 

The Information Services Branch is actively involved with 
coordinating natural resource presentations at various national 
educational conferences, working with the Parks as Classrooms 
program, and assisting with Learning Center clearinghouse 
activities. 

The Branch will also be engaged in analysis of education and 
outreach programs, and will be assisting in future evaluation of 
NPS natural resource education programs and initiatives. A <NPS Pnol°) 
number of servicewide training programs focusing on 
communicating natural resource subjects and issues will be sponsored by the Branch. 

Some of these workshops will coincide with affiliated organizations, including the Geological Society 
of America, the National Science Teachers Association, the National Association for Interpretation, 
and the George Wright Society. Information on these workshops will be posted in advance. 

Nina Roberts (Nina_Roberts@nps.gov) serves as the Natural Resource Education Specialist for the 
Branch, and will be assisted by a research associate from the University of Colorado. Please contact 
Nina for further information on educational support services provided by the Information Services 
Branch. 
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Interpretive Liaison 

The Information Services Branch is engaged in assisting with 
natural resource interpretive services nationwide, and works 
closely with the Washington Office Branch of Interpretation. 

The Information Services Branch is actively involved with 
coordinating natural resource interpretive presentations at 
various NPS workshops and conferences, working with the 
Parks as Classrooms program, and assisting with Learning 
Center clearinghouse activities. (NPS photo) 

A number of servicewide training programs focusing on communicating natural resource subjects 
and issues will be sponsored by the Branch. Some of these workshops will coincide with affiliated 
organizations, including the Geological Society of America, the National Science Teachers 
Association, the National Association for Interpretation, and the George Wright Society. Information 
on these workshops will be posted in advance. 

Lynne Murdock (Lynne_Murdock@nps.gov) serves in the Natural Resource Interpretive Liaison 
position, and works out of the Washington Office Branch of Interpretation. Please contact Lynne for 
further information on support services provided by the Information Services Branch. 
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Learning Center Clearing House 

The National Park Service's newly established research and 
education Learning Centers have been a vision in the making 
for several years. The goal of these Learning Centers is to 
facilitate park research, to ensure managers can make science 
based decisions about resource issues. In 2001 the Natural 
Resource Challenge included funding which allowed for the first 
five centers to open their doors to scientists, students and the 
community. An additional eight Learning Centers were funded 
in 2002. Ultimately, it is hoped that there will be upwards of 32 
Learning Centers throughout the National Park Service. 

(NPS photo) 

Below are some Learning Center PDF files for you to look at: 

1: Learning Center: Connecting the Public, Scientists, and Resources 

2: Learning Center: 2001 Highlights 

3: Purchase Knob: The Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center 

4: Pacific Coast Learning Center 

5: Continental Divide Research and Learning Center 

6: Ocean Alaska Science and Learning Center 

7: Atlantic Learning Center 

If you are unable to view the PDF files, you may get the free Acrobat Reader here. 
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Natural Resource Year in Reviews 

The Natural Resource Year in Review are reports that summarize and analyze the year in natural 
resource stewardship and science in the national park system. 

Below you can click on the partial images to go to their respective web pages. 

2000 Year in Review 

Natural Resource I T A A A 
Year in Review I Z U U U 

U.S. Depar tment of the Inter ior 
»'-^'—»««—*- « • — * - -

1999 Year in Review 

Natural Resource 
Year in Review—1999 

1998 Year in Review 

NATURAL RESOURCE 
YEAR IN REVIEW 

AAL R h S O U R C A YhAR 

1997 Year in Review 

i-HReview 1997, 

1996 Year in Review 

Natural Resource 
Ifear in Review/ 

19 9 6 

..or you can visit the main page for more information. 
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Publication Coordination 

The Information Services Branch, as a component of the 
Natural Resource Information Division, oversees and assists 
with a number of publications. In addition to producing periodic 
issues of Park Science and Natural Resource Year In Review, 
the Branch assists with production of various technical reports, 
surveys, and briefing papers for the Associate Director for 
Natural Resource Stewardship and Science. 

Carrie Ellen Gauthier (Carrie_Gauthier@nps.gov) is the <NPS Phot°) 
Branch's Publications Development Specialist, and works within 
the Associate Director for Natural Resource's office. Please contact Carrie Ellen for general 
information on publication services provided by the Information Services Branch. 

Below is a snapshot of the Natural Resource Challenge website 

Natural E 

General Natural Resource Challenge Brochure (HTIV1 

Resource Challenge Brochures in PDF Format 

ral Natural Resource Challenge Brochure (PDF) 

t Rant Management Teams: A Mobile Strike Force (PDF) 

arce Inventories: Discovering America's Natural Heritage j 

To visit the website, click the image or below: http:// www.nature.nps.gov/challenge/brochures.htm 
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What is Park Science? 
Park Science is a research and resource management bulletin 
of the National Park Service. It reports recent and ongoing 
natural and social science research, its implications for park 
planning and management, and its application in resource 
management. Articles describe both experiments that relate to 
resource conservation and the application of science in 
resource management practices. Semi-technical in nature, Park 
Science is edited for the lay reader. 

(NPS photo) Who is the publisher? 
Park Science is published by the National Park Service, Natural 
Resource Information Division. The Director of the National Park Service is Robert Stanton, and the 
Associate Director for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science is Michael Soukup. The editor is 
Jeff Selleck. 

How often is it published? 
Park Science on-line (ISSN-1090-9966) is published on-line two times annually, usually in the winter 
and spring. Additional issues, including thematic issues that explore a topic in depth, are published 
on occasion. All back issues, article submission guidelines, and other useful information related to 
the publication can be viewed and downloaded from this website. 

Who manages the publication? 
Park Science is managed by an editor, Jeff Selleck of the NPS Natural Resource Information 
Division, who runs the day-to-day affairs of the publication, including planning, writing, editing, layout 
and design, and printing contract administration; an editorial board is responsible for general 
guidance and technical review of article submissions. Funding is provided by the NPS Associate 
Director for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science through the Natural Resource Preservation 
Program (NRPP). Elizabeth Rockwell of the Natural Resource Information Division is a contributing 
editor for the Information Crossfile department. 

...to read more about Park Science, please visit the Park Science website. 
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Meet the Branch S ta f f 

MIKE WHATLEY 

In format ion Services Branch Manager 

Duty stat ioned in Fort Collins, CO 

970.225.3541 

mike_whatley@nps.gov 

BS Environmental Resources, MS Wildlond Resources Science. More than 30 years with NPS beginning as an intern then 

working in law enforcement before moving to interpretat ion, public af fa i rs and resource management. 

Plans, coordinates, implements and formulates policy f o r natural resource management information guidelines and 

procedures, assessment and reporting on the condition of natural resources in parks, and Servicewide strategies fo r 

management and dissemination of natural resources information. Manages programs involving the planning, development, 

and dissemination of interpretive, educational and training materials and courses. Manages department partnerships 

across government, non-profit and public sectors. 

CARRIE ELLEN GAUTHIER 

Publications Development Specialist 

Duty stationed in Washington, D.C. 

202.208.4624 Room 3025 

carrie_gauthier@nps.gov 

BA English/Journalism, MBA candidate. Worked as a journalist and photojournalist for magazines, newspapers, and 

town newsletters before joining NRID in 2002. 

Wr i tes , edits and designs publications and electronic presentations fo r agency, departmental and congressional 

briefings and for public information release on a variety of natural resource topical areas. Conducts research and 

interviews fo r assignment information. Produces fac t sheets, br ief ing papers, press releases, and press kits, 

coordinates report preparation, and assists with NRID digital photo gallery. 

N I N A ROBERTS 

Education Specialist 

Duty stat ioned in Fort Collins, CO 

970.267.2115 

nina_roberts@nps.gov 
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MS Outdoor Recreation, PhD candidate in Natural Resources Education 

Coordinates natural resource educational outreach programs within the NRPC, both curriculum-based and informal. 

Assists park education specialists with planning and development of natural resource education materials. Develops and 

reviews policy, guidance, and handbooks. Works with the Parks as Classroom and Learning Center coordinators, and as a 

liaison to national education and science organizations. Coordinates evaluation of education program effectiveness. 

B. LYNNE MURDOCK 
Interpretive Liaison 
Duty stationed in Washington, D.C. 

202.565.1221 Room 7321 
lynne_murdock@nps.gov 

BS Resource Management, MS Earth Sciences. Began as a seasonal park employee, moving to permanent staff in 1986. 

Worked in interpretation in several parks including as a district interpreter before joining NRID in 2002. 

Serves as the Servicewide coordinator on natural resource interpretation, fostering information exchange between 

parks and divisions and facilitating public information programs. Works with interpretive and natural resource training 

coordinators, web coordinators, and education specialists to ensure accurate resource information. Serves as the NRSS 

coordinator for the Learning Centers. Produces interpretive materials for the web and for park distribution. 

JEFFREY SELLECK 
National Scries Publication and Production Editor 
Duty stationed in Denver, CO 

303.969.2147 
jeff_selleck@nps.gov 

BS Political Science. More than 10 years with NPS including interpretation in 3 national parks. 

Manages development and production of Park Science and Natural Resource Year in Review for print and the web, and 
production of various series and miscellaneous publications. Conducts peer reviews and edits manuscripts. Manages 
contracts for design and layout of natural resource series. Develops quality control standards for natural resource 

information products. Provides publications expertise to NPS including GPO printing and circulation. 

JAI TATUM 
Electronic Media Specialist 
Duty stationed in Fort Collins, CO 

jai_tatum@nps.gov 

BS candidate in Communications/Computer Science Five years experience at the park level with NPS, including web and 

graphic design for interpretation, and GIS and publication development with natural resource management. 

Provides technical assistance to Information Services Branch operations, including preparation and installation of web 

materials, PowerPoint and Flash presentations, production of interactive CDs, visual image storage and retrieval, 

production of fact sheets and brochures, and development of spread sheets and other document formats. Assists other 

Natural Resource Program Center (NRPC) branches and operations, including providing data entry for GIS, Synthesis 

and other functions. 
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