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The Natural Resource Inventory and 

Monitoring (l&M) Program was estab­

lished to help prevent the loss or im­

pairment of significant natural re­

sources in more than 250 of the 378 

units of the National Park System. 

Many natural resources in the system 

are subjected to unfavorable influ­

ences from a variety of sources, for 

example, air and water pollution, ur­

ban encroachment, and excessive 

visitation. Left unchecked, such ef­

fects can threaten the very existence 

of many natural communities in the 

units. 

The principal functions of the l&M Pro­

gram are the gathering of information 

about the resources and the develop­

ment of techniques for monitoring the 

ecological communities in the National 

Park System. Ultimately, the inven­

tory and monitoring of natural re­

sources will be integrated with park 

planning, operation and maintenance, 

visitor protection, and interpretation to 

'National parks and other entities of the Na­
tional Park Service such as national monu­
ments, national r ivers, wi ld and scenic 
riverways, national scenic trails, and others 
are called units and collectively constitute the 
National Park System. 

establish the preservation and protec­

tion of natural resources as an inte­

gral part of park management and 

improve the stewardship of natural 

resources by the National Park Ser­

vice. The detection of changes and the 

quantification of trends in the condi­

tions of natural resources are impera­

tive for the identification of links be­

tween changes in resource conditions 

and the causes of changes and for the 

elimination or mitigation of such 

causes. Inventory and monitoring pro­

vide important feedback between 

natural resource conditions and man­

agement and trigger specific manage­

ment and evaluation of managerial ef­

fectiveness. A basic requirement of 

documentation is a comprehensive 

bibliographic database. 

Automated Natural Resource 

Bibliographic Database 

The comprehensive inventory of parks 

with significant natural resources in­

volved cataloging information from all 

the natural resource studies in parks. 

All historical scientific material includ­

ing unpublished reports, journal ar­

ticles, maps, photograph collections, 

and other sources of natural resource 

information are incorporated into an 

automated database. 

Program History 

In 1994, compilation of the databases 

with the Pacific Northwest bibliogra­

phy project as a prototype was initi­

ated. The first three funded regions 

were the Southwest Region (under a 

cooperative agreement with the Uni­

versity of Idaho), the Rocky Mountain 

Region (under a cooperative agree­

ments with the Northern Arizona Uni­

versity and Colorado State University) 

and the Alaska Region (under an 

agreement with the library of the Bu­

reau of Land Management in Anchor­

age). 

In 1995, the remaining six regions re­

ceived funding and began to compile 

their information. The Western Region 

was funded under cooperative agree­

ments with the Northern Arizona Uni­

versity, the University of Idaho, and 

the University of Hawaii. The Midwest 

and Southeast regions were funded 

under cooperative agreements with 

the University of Idaho. The Mid-At-



lantic and National Capital regions 

were funded under agreements with 

Penn State and the North Carolina 

State University. The North Atlantic 

Region was funded under an agree­

ment with the University of Rhode Is­

land. The general approach was to 

travel to parks, search their collec­

tions, and catalog appropriate docu­

ments on laptop computers. 

Program Status and Future 

As of October1998, the preponder­

ance of in-park work was completed 

and the project has been moving into 

a maintenance phase. To support this, 

the l&M Program has funded an 

NRBIB Coordinator position. The in­

cumbent—stationed in the library of 

the NPS Columbia Cascades Support 

Office in Seattle — is responsible for 

providing the support and guidance 

to keep the databases current, make 

them accessible online, address con­

cerns about sensitive information in 

the databases, and provide assis­

tance to users (data entry, searching, 

etc.). 
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