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Executive Summary

The Poston Relocation Center, located on the Colorado River Indian Reservation in La Paz
County, Arizona, is considered historically significant at the national level:

Poston is a visible reminder of the Japanese American Relocation, in which over 110,000
people, most of whom were citizens, were uprooted from their homes on the west coast and
confined in ten relocation centers across the country during World War II. With more than
17,000 Japanese Americans, Poston was the largest relocation center. It still retains
substantial integrity, including the largest number of internee-built structures remaining at
any of the ten relocation centers. Some of these structures represent standard military
plans; others represent a merging of Japanese architectural details and southwestern
materials and techniques. Although touted as a “military necessity” at the time, the U.S.
government itself later admitted the relocation was based on racial prejudice, wartime
hysteria, and failed leadership.

Poston represents the federal government’s abrogation of tribal rights: not only was the
relocation center placed on the Reservation without the consent of the Colorado River
Indian Tribes, but the government had forced the Tribes to accept a colonization plan that
would dispose of the land developed by the Japanese American internees. Poston also
provides tangible evidence of the eventual restoration of tribal sovereignty: the Colorado
River Indian Tribes’ challenged the government’s usurpation of their rights, and won in
court in 1964.

Poston was by far the biggest residential development undertaken up to that point by
contractor Del Webb, who used record numbers of workers and innovative building
techniques in its construction. Using strategies similar to those he employed at Poston,
Webb later became nationally famous for the creation of “Sun City” and other self-
contained communities across Arizona and the country to meet the nation’s post-war
demand for housing.

Poston, with much of the original relocation center still used for agriculture, retains
integrity of setting, location, feeling, association, materials, and workmanship. Its potential
for archaeological deposits indicates it could also provide information important in
reconstructing details of internment life, including the ways in which the internees coped
with confinement and maintained their ethidentity in the face of extreme prejudice.

The Poston Relocation Center is recommendetisiing on the National Register of Historic

Places as a discontiguous district, with seven separate parcels. Listing would formally recognize
Poston’s historic significance and would enhance the Colorado River Indian Tribes’ ability to
obtain grants for preservation and restoratinni,would not impinge on their sovereignty nor

dictate land use.



The Hirano family, left to right, George, Hisa, and Yasbei,
Colorado River Relocation Center, Poston Arizona.
National Archives.
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. Aug. 2002)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

1. Name of Property

historic name Poston Relocation Center

other names/site number Colorado River War Relocation Center, Poston

2. Location

street & number T not for publication
city or town Parker __vicinity
state Arizona code AZ county La Paz code 012 Zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this _ nomination
T request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property _ meets T does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

_ nationally 1 statewide t locally. (T See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal Agency or Tribal government

In my opinion, the property T meets t does not meet the National Register criteria. ( a See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of Keeper Date of Action

T entered in the National Register
T See continuation sheet.
T determined eligible for the National Register
T See continuation sheet.
T determined not eligible for the National Register
T removed from the National Register
T other (explain):
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
T private T building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
T public-local _ district 19 217 buildings
t public-State T site 7 0 sites
T public-Federal T structure 27 23 structures
_ Tribal Lands T object 0 4 objects
53 244 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
N/A

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
DOMESTICl/institutional housing
DEFENSE/military facility
GOVERNMENT/correctional facility
EDUCATIONY/school
AGRICULTURE/agricultural field
AGRICULTURE/irrigation facility
INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility

Current Functions
AGRICULTURE/agricultural field
AGRICULTURE/irrigation facility
AGRICULTURAL/storage
DOMESTIC/single-family dwelling
EDUCATION/school
RELIGION/religious facility
INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility

COMMERCE/warehouse VACANT
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

Other - U.S. Army

Narrative Description

foundation concrete

walls adobe, wood, concrete
roof wood/asphalt, concrete
other rock, concrete, metal

The Poston or Colorado River Relocation Center, is loaatatie Colorado River Indian Reservation, in La Paz
County, Arizona, 12 miles south of the town of ParKére Colorado River is about 2% miles west of the

relocation center; this section of the Colorado River Valley from the relocation center vicinity north to Parker
Dam is known as Parker Valley. At only 320 feet elevation, the area lies within the lower Sonoran desert.
Summers are hot, and, because of the proximity of the river, humid; in the winter days are cool and nights cold.

The Poston Relocation Center was constructed in 484ihe of the ten relocation centers where Japanese
Americans were interned during World War II. The larggghe ten relocation centers, Poston became the third
most populous “city” in Arizona, after Phoenix and Tucshme relocation center historically comprised three
different “camps,” as they were euphemistically knowrst®o 1, 2, and 3. The relocation center was intended to
be self sufficient, with its own residential barragksst office, schools, a hospital, sport and recreational

facilities, churches, warehouses, factories, and agricultural fields. The National Register district includes seven
parcels, including all of Poston 1, Poston 2, PostadheéBHog Farm and Central Fields, Parker Warehouses,
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North Fields, and South Fields. The seven sites (seppaatels) include 19 intact standing buildings and 27
structures, as well as 64 archeological and 16 landscape féatina® are also 244 non-contributing resources
within the boundaries of the former relocation center ploatdate World War Il. These include farms, residences,
schools, commercial buildings, and maintenance facilitiesf @3se are trailers or modular buildings that have
had little permanent impact on the landscape. Summammaf@n about all the resources recorded is presented
in Table 1.

HISTORIC APPEARANCE

The three separate camps, Poston 1, 2, and 3, werutdiehm north to south at about 3-mile intervals along
what is now known as Mohave Road, which at the timeaatithe south end of the project at Poston 3 (Figures
1-8; Map 1). The three camps were surrounded bygiesfence. Although the fence excluded Mohave Road,
traffic was controlled by a military police post about 1 midgth of Poston 1. The main parts of all three camps
were bounded on the west by the “main drain” canal on the east by Mohave Road; at Poston 1 and 2,
administration housing areas were east of Mohave Road. Military Police had a separate living area to reduce
fraternization. The design and layout of buildings, stremtd firebreaks were based on standard military plans.

The design of housing for the relocation centers predenpeoblem since no precedents for “family barracks”
existed. A set of standards was developed by the Amogifying the “theater of operations”-type buildings to
make them suitable for housing women, children andlglgeople while still meeting the requirements of quick
construction, low cost, and restricted use of critical materials. Barracks, 100 feet long and 20 feet wide, were
divided into four or five “apartments,” each a singlem. Interior partitions extended only to the eaves, leaving
triangular open spaces between the apartméotgeahe interior walls and below the roof.

The exterior walls and roofs of the barracks were ofdseaovered with tarpaper on frames of dimension lumber
(Historic Photograph 1). Foundations for the barracksnamst of the other buildings at the Relocation Center,

were post and pier. Because of the heat in Arizona, the standard tarpaper barracks construction was modified so
that the buildings had double roofs. The gabled entlseabuildings had rectangular vents — a standard Army
construction detail. Each apartment was designed todnaeating unit, and furnishings included a single drop

light, army cots, blankets, and mattresses. The rfised were wooden boards, which quickly shrank and

allowed dust and dirt to fly all over the barracks. Makier buildings were variations on the same theme. Mess

halls were 40 by 100 feet, and included a kitchen, stane, and scullery. Some of the buildings had concrete

slab foundations, such as the refrigerated warehouses, camouflage net factories, and latrines.

Guard towers were not constructed at Poston, asntbey at the other relocation centers; here they were
considered unnecessary because of the esblatation, in the desert at the end of a road. There was a gate house
at the Poston 1 entrance off Mohave Road at 7thtSPeston 2 and 3 did not have gate houses. In all three
camps, numbered streets ran east-west, lettered streatsttaisouth, starting over at each unit. The only named
streets were in the staff housing area east of the main road at Poston 1: Military Street and Indian Street ran
east-west, Sollier and Skidmore Avenues ran north-south.

Poston 1, the largest of the three units, was thedstrtiorth. It included administration offices, three staff

housing areas, warehouses, 36 residential blocks fon@gs, and the hospital and military police compounds for
the entire center (see Figure 3). The internee residentidddddoston 1 were laid dobth north and south of a

fire break between 6th and 7th Streets (the firebreak is the location of the present Poston Road). Blocks were
numbered from 2 through 60. The blocks@generally grouped by fours, separated by fire breaks. Each block
contained fourteen barracks, a mess hall, a recreation building, a men’s latrine, a women'’s latrine, a laundry, an

! Jeffery F. Burton, Poston Relocation Center Historisdreces Inventory (Western Archeological and Conservation
Center, National Park Service, Tucson, Arizona, 2006).
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ironing building, and a fuel oil shed. Recreation hakse used for various purposes, including a sewing school,
churches, service organizations, beauty lzartber shops, and internal police offices.

Internees added their own improvements to the resédemea, such as ponds, gardens, and trees and other
vegetation to cut down on the dust and heat (Hisfhiotograph 2). Irrigation ditches ran east-west and
north-south through some of the fire breaks, and thréimming pools were constructed along the ditches. A fire
station was located east of Block 30. The mess h8lldok 32 was used for an agultural office. Internees
constructed a large stage in the firebreak west of Bloekd canteens were located east of Block 28 and west of
Block 34.

Since no arrangements had been made for schomsées built their own classrooms and school auditoriums.
The elementary school at Poston 1 was located in tHedaik west of Blocks 19 and 30, and included an office,
library, auditorium, 10 classroom buildings, and coverelttwaeys. The high school, located west of the internee
residential area, included an office, library, auditorj auto and wood shop, and eight classroom buildings.
Sufficient lumber was not available, so walls were troieted of adobe, a material foreign to most internees.
Many internees considered the material inferior madabor-intensive. The difficult work was exacerbated by
the 115-degree temperatures, and the fact that the adiokd their clothes (Historic Photographs 3-Ghe
elementary school auditorium and classroom bugdiat Poston 1, although now abandoned, still stand.

Next to the residential area in the northwest corner of the fenced area was the domestic water pumping plant,
which included a pump house, steel tank, watchmamise, and a farm equipment storage building
(internee-built).

The Poston 1 administration area, to the left of theaane south of 7th Street, had seven buildings. A staff

housing area was located just to the west in BloclaBd,had eight apartment buildings, eight small houses, a

mess hall, and two offices. South of the administragi@a was the warehouse area (Blocks 51, 61, 62), with 42
buildings, plus an internee-built ice storage and a butcher shop, maintenance shops, a box factory, and a
crematory. Burial services were under contract to a Yuma firm that started construction of a crematory next to the
hospital. However, the internees forced the crematobg tmoved to the warehouse area, as the hospital location
was thought to be bad for mordle.

The hospital, with 17 buildings and connecting walksyavas south of the staff housing and west of the
warehouse area (Historic Photograph 7). At the fahsend of Poston 1, south of the warehouses, was the
“garnishing plant,” or camouflage net factory, wittvarehouse, weaving shed, cutting shed, office, and latrine.
Just to the west of the net factory was an internee-built tofu factory.

East of Mohave Road at Poston 1 were other faciliietside the main security fence. An administration office

and market/snack bar were located at the cornerabfadvVie Road and 7th Street (now Poston Road). Farther east
was the military police compound with 12 buildings, a pumouse, and a water tank. Two staff housing areas and

a shop/garage area were built between the snack bénendlitary police compound using internee labor. In the

staff housing areas there were 11 houses, 20 apartments, six warehouses, an office, a latrine, four laundries, and
eight other small buildings. In the garage and mptml area there were 11 buildings including an office,

gasoline station, machine shop, reghiops, paint shop, horse shed, and corral.

2 Alexander H. LeightonThe Governing of Men: General Principles and Recommendations Based on Experience at a
Japanese Relocation Carflprinceton University Press, 1945).

3 Paul BaileyCity in the Sun: The Japanese Concentration Camp at Poston, A(Mtesternlore Press, Los Angeles,
1971), pp. 97-98.
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Ancillary facilities at Poston 1 were located within the fence, near the internee residential area. To the west of the
barracks was a chicken farm, with a warehouse, fhoage, water tank, four brooder houses, 12 laying houses,

14 small coops, and a privy, all built by internees. Neést of the barracks was a farm nursery, with a lath

house, arrowweed shed, warehouse, and tool shed,iaéniee construction. The sewage treatment plant, which
included a pump house, clarifier, digester, and sludds, lweas located just southwest of the barracks area.

Three miles south of Poston 1, Poston 2 included anrgstraition area, staff housing, a garage area, warehouses,
and a garnishing plant (camouflage net factory), asasalternee residential blocks (see Figure 5). The camp

was bisected by a north-south canal, which fed a large swimming pool in the center of the camp. Block numbers
were consecutive, beginning with 201 to distinguish the numbers from those of Poston 1.

Staff housing at Poston 2 was located on the east side of Mohave Road, outside the fenced area. It included a
carpentry shop, two houses, eight apartments, and term@e-built sheds. The entrance to Poston 2 was at 7th
street. The administration area, located within tinedesouth of the entrance (Blocks 217 and 218) had ten
buildings, including a cold storage building, a medidialic, a fire station, five office buildings, a storage

building, and a post office.

The warehouse area, south of the administration aak 223, included 20 buildings. The garage area, south
of the warehouse area, included a gasoline statidraa internee-built shed. Farther south still was the
camouflage net factory, with two weaving sheds and a latrine.

On either side of 7th street were the 18 internee resadibiocks, in groups of three or four separated by fire
breaks. One of the blocks served as the elementhopkdhe high school, west of the residential area, was
constructed by the internees of adobe. It includeaffaze, library, and 10 classroom buildings. The recreation
area and athletic fields were located in the fieahkrto the east of the high school, bounded by Blocks 213 and
214 on the north and Blocks 219 and 220 on the south.

A chicken farm, with 15 laying houses, two brooder houses, four storage buildings, two sheds, and a privy (all
internee-built), was located north of the internee residences. A farm nursery was located northwest of Block 202;
the nursery included a lath house, a victory garden, and a packing shed, all built by internees. Between the nursery
and Block 202 were a pump housater tower, and storage tank.

The sewage treatment plant for Poston 2 was locatgtiwest of the residences. It included a pump house,
clarifier, digester, sludge beds, and sewage lagoon.

Poston 3, the farthest south of the three units, includedli@mistration area, a garage area, and a net factory, as
well as 18 internee residential blocks (see Figure 6).kBioenbers began with 301. The entrance was at Mohave
Road and '8 Street. The administration area, garage, andheases were located north of the entrance, in a
triangular area formed by Mohave Road, 3rd Street, and “I” Street. The administration area, in Blocks 313 and
314, included a mess hall, staff quarters, a garage, threesféi clinic, a fire station, and a firemen’s dormitory.
The garage area, in Block 301, included five warehoasgasoline station, and a garage. The warehouse area, in
Block 302, included 15 warehouses and a privy.

The 18 residential blocks at Postow@&re arranged in three groups of kiscks; one of the blocks (Block 324)

was used as the elementary school, and another (Bldbkfor community services. The high school, constructed

by the internees, was located in a large open space west of the administeativetlae north-central part of the

camp. It included an office, library, auditorium, as@ven classroom buildings, all of adobe. The west central

open area, between the two westernmost residentiddhlimcluded a camouflage net factory with a weaving

shed and a latrine, a recreation area with two swimming pools and a stage, a motor pool, and a dry goods store.
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The Poston 3 chicken farm was to the north eftilgh school, and included 11 laying houses, two brooder

houses, a store room, and an office. Southwest of the chicken farm and northwest of the high school was the farm
nursery, with an office, a nursery, and a privy, all interbuilt. To the west of the southernmost residential area

was the sewage treatment plant, which included a pump house, clarifier, digester, and sludge beds.

Unlike most other relocation centers, at Poston the agricultural fields and developments were within the fenced
security area. In 1943, 368 acres were cultivated; in 1944, over 1,400 acres of vegetables and 800 acres of field
crops were under cultivation (see Figures 7 and 8). Iitiaddo the chicken farms at each of the three units
mentioned above, there was a hog farm located betRestion 1 and 2, with hogs subsisting mainly on center
garbage. The hog farm contained 12 pens with sheds and feeding floors, six farrowing pens, and pasture (see
Figure 2). Facilities also included two small watchman'’s ho(&é&sot by 10 foot, and 10 foot by 14 foot in size),

a 20-foot-by-100-ft warehouse, a 30-foot-by-36-footgessing house, a motor house, a cold storage building, an
18Y-by-33-foot slaughter house, a latrine, a water tank, a pump house, a garbage can washing station, and a fuel
tank.

An additional warehouse area for the relocation centebwiltsalong the railroad outside of Parker. It included a
railroad spur with unloading platforms, five warehouse® refrigerated warehouse, fuel oil storage tanks, a
substation, a water tank, a water tower, and appuouse. The Parker Warehouses were the only warehouses
built for a relocation centers outside of the centers themselves. Although at first internees picked up supplies at
the railroad station in town, the complex was built outtigen to limit Japanese-American interaction with local,
often hostile, residents (Historic Photograph 8).

PRESENT APPEARANCE

The Poston Relocation Center National Register Disgrigtdiscontiguous district made up of seven areas: (1)
Poston 1; (2) Poston 2; (3) Poston 3; (4) Hog FarmGamdral Fields; (5) Parker Warehouses; (6) North Fields;
and (7) South Fields. Many of the historic resources imligtect survive and most retain their historic character
to a high degree. In the following discussion, each contrigugsource is listed by itgstoric name and its WRA
designation, followed by the inventory number (in parenthgsas) the date of construction, if known.

POSTON 1

Poston 1, originally the largest of the three Poston stdywtill contains the greatest number of relocation center-
era features, in spite of its relatively greater levehotlern development. Most of these 65 features are located at
the sites of the former elementary school, high school,rasiration area, hospital, garage area, garnishing plant
(camouflage net factory), and sewage treatment plant (Maps 2 and 3).

Elementary School:The greatest number of extant relocation-era buildings at Poston is at the Elementary
School. Designed and drafted by an internee architectraultiple internee draftsmen, all of the elementary

school buildings were of adobe, andre built by the internees. The classroom buildings had shallow-pitched
shed roofs. Of the 14 original buildings in this ardhbut one are still standing, albeit in various states of
preservation and decay (PhotographMithiko Tanaka has noted that some of the design features, such as
roofed walkways and decorative capitals, may haiginated from traditional Japanese architectfatari-

roukaor “crossing corridor,” often madd wooden posts restimgn concrete bases with wooden plank roofs and
common in Japanese school landscape design, connected the classrooms and the auditorium. The decorative
features attached to the beams directly above ths peske the bracket arm in Japanese architecture called

“ Burton, op. cit.

® Michiko Tanaka, 1942-1945, Poston Relocation Center, Ariglriaona State Historic Preservation Office, Phoenix,
2006).
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hijiki.® The classroom buildings, all designated “Builgl52E” in WRA maps, are of identical size and
construction. Some have historic inscriptions in thieccete walkways; in some, the original windows and doors
have been replaced.

Elementary School Office, Building 49E (Poston 2006 A-1), 18d48be building 22 feet 3 inches by 73 feet 3
inches. Concrete perimeter foundation. Roof, porchdaivs, and doors are gone (Photograph 2). Palm trees and
a water leak at the rear of building appear to be causing some damage.

Elementary School Library, Building 50E (Poston 2006 A-2), 1848be building 22 feet 3 inches by 73 feet 3
inches. Concrete perimeter foundation. Inscriptions in the concrete walkway in front of the building include:
“M.S.M,” “8-43", “Roy A.,” “4 LY 3", and “WY 43.”

Elementary School Auditorium, Building 51E (Poston 2006 A-3), 1®d@&be building 53 feet 6 inches by 106
feet with a 7 feet by 33 feet 3 inches extension offrtmd (west) side. Concrete perimeter foundation. At the

southwest corner of the auditorium there is a dedication plaque that Pesd®~N ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UNIT |

— JUNE1943— BUILT BY THE JAPANESE RESIDENTS OF POSTONThe auditorium was partially destroyed by an

arson fire in 2001; the roof burned, as did interior pabswood floor, and the stage. All that remains are the
adobe walls (Photograph 3).

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-4),A8dBe building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet, with two classrooms, two bathrooms, and three other small rooms (Photograph 4). Concrete perimeter
foundation. Porch, doors, and windows gone.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-5), 2g@e building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Two classrooms, two bathrooms, and three other small rooms. Concretégpdaumalation. Porch, doors,
and windows gone.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-6), 2@he building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Two classrooms, two bathrooms, three other somihg. Concrete perimeter foundation. Porch, doors, and
windows gone. Collapsed wall.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-7), 2@he building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Two classrooms, two bathrooms, three other somaihg. Concrete perimeter foundation. Porch, doors, and
windows gone. Collapsed wall.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-8), 2eithe building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Concrete perimetésundation. Porch collapsing.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-9), 2eigke building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet (Photograph 5). Concrete peeter foundation. New windows and doors.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-10), Ag4Be building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Concrete perimeter foundation. New windows and doors.

Elementary School Classroom, Building 52E (Poston 2006 A-11), A@4bBe building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Concrete perimeter foundation.viNeindows and doors. There is an inscription in the concrete sidewalk in
front of the buildings reads “RL.”

% Ibid.



Poston Relocation Center, La Paz County, Arizona Page 8

Elementary School Wood Shop, Building 53E (Poston 2006 A-12),A8dBe building 22 feet 3 inches by 146
feet. Concrete perimeter foundation. Porch, wind@ms, doors gone. Collapsed wall. Roof collapsing from
cooler leak, vegetation growing inside.

Elementary School Supplies and Craft, Building 54E (Poston 2006 A-13),A&dl3e building 22 feet 3 inches
by 146 feet. Concrete perimeter foundation. Newdeivs and doors. Collapsed wall. Porch collapsing
(Photograph 6).

Covered Walkways and Inscriptions (Poston 2006 A-14), c. Ba##ed concrete walkways (Photograph 7).
Only a portion of the roofing, constructed at a heigl® et 3 inches high, remains. An inscription on the top of
a roofing support base reads “D.S.”

Fire Hydrant (Poston 2006 A-27), c. 1943re hydrant embosse@ACIFIC STATES CIP CO PROVO UTAR942."
Hydrant has been hit and dislodged by a vehicle.

Road (Poston 2006 A-59), c. 19#aved road on west side of school.

Trees (Poston 2006 A-60), c. 1948ature vegetation consisting ntlysof palm trees, with a few
mulberry, mesquite, and pine trees. Along peténeads and within Elementary School area.

High School: The high school, located west of Blocks 29 and 36, was built by internees. The recorded features
are located in the southern half of the high school area.

High School Office, Building 56E (Poston 2006 A-131), 194@be building goneConcrete perimeter
foundation 22 feet by 145 feet with a 10-foatterwalkway on the south side (Photograph 8).

High School Classroom, Building 59E (Poston 2006 A-132), 1848be building goneConcrete perimeter
foundation 22 feet by 145 feet with concrete slab fladtwere is a 10-foot-wide walkway on the south side.

High School Auto and Wood Shop - CraBsilding 60E (Poston 2006 A-133), 194@lobe building gone.
Concrete perimeter foundation approxinha#0 feet by 280 feet. Some areas of concrete slab visible. Walkway
on west side.

Walkways (Poston 2006 A-134), 1948-foot- wide concrete walkwayEvidence of roofing supports still
present.

Debris (Poston 2006 A-139Concrete rubble, dirt, vehicles, and otheaterials. Concrete is likely from clearing
relocation center buildings.

Trees (Poston 2006 A-14@arge mature vegetation.

Administration: The Administration Area includes four featuresiirthe relocation era, including a large vault
from the Post Office (Photograph 9).

Post Office, Building 4A (Poston 2006 A-81 and A-82), 1B4#lding gone. Concrete vault 7 feet 8 inches by 9
feet by 10 feet high with concrete roof and mdtadr frame (Photograph 10).Mei 12-inch-square concrete
footings are visible to the southeast, spaced at approxintafesbt intervals to form a partial grid. Others may be
buried.

Print Shop, Building 5A (Poston 2006 A-83), 19@2ancrete slab 20 feet by 100 feet.
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Sewage Pump, Building 6A (Poston 2006 A-84), 1@éacrete foundation, overall size is 9 feet 6 inches by 9
feet 6 inches. Building/equipment removed.

Hospital: The Hospital area is currently undeveloped, mhocation-era artifacts and foundations are still
present, obscured somewhat by heavy brush (see Photograph 9).

Morgue, Building 12H (Poston 2006 A-121 and A-122), 184@ding gone. Concrete slab foundation with

low perimeter wall sills (Photograph 11). Size is approximat8ljeet by 38 feet. The interior is divided into four
rooms by low concrete sills. Two floor drains. Adjaicenthe morgue foundation there is a concrete block
foundation 3 feet by 7 feet by 1 footrches high. Pulled concrete slab nearby.

Hospital Boiler House, Building 13H (Poston 2006 A-123), 1®818lding gone. Concrete slab foundation with a
low perimeter wall sill. Size is approximately 36 feet3®/feet. Interior is divided into two rooms by low
concrete sills. Numerous floor features are present ¢gteqth 12). Large (trucksize) opening in south perimeter
wall.

Foundation (Poston 2006 A-124), c. 19€ancrete slab foundation 17 feet 5 inches by 17 feet 6 inches. Pipe
protrudes from slab. There is a small displaced founddying on top of the foundation and a displaced concrete
stoop to the southwest.

Small Foundation or Pit at Isolation Ward (Poston 2006 A-125), c. 1Rd2tangular pit, 6 feet 6 inches by 10
feet and lined with concrete, may have been anear foundation for equipmenbw gone. Concrete floor, if
present, is covered by fill. Depth to the top of fill ile2t 6 inches. There is a piece of lumber embedded in the
northeast corner.

Debris(Poston 2006 A-126 and A-127), c. 1942-1%led rocks and concrete rubble, probably from clearing the
field to the west or from the Hospital Area.

Palm Tree (Poston 2006 A-128). c. 19¥&ture palm tree at north end of the Hospital Administration Building,
probably remaining from the World War Il landscaping.

Sewage System Feature (Poston 2006 A-129), Biftiare concrete feature surrounding a round hole, possibly
from a floor drain. Appears to be at the location of the Hospital Auditorium.

Hospital Area Site (Poston 2006 A-380), 19@®ared areas, concrete footings, and scattered artifacts. Heavy
brush. Buildings gone. Debris piles on western edge.

Other Central Area: Beyond the hospital and school areas, the rest of the original central area of Poston 1
includes slab foundations, sections of the main camhhaain drain, and water and sewer system remnants.
Although few features are left in the residential blotkere is little modern development in the area, and it is
likely that Relocation Center-era artifacts are still present.

Residential Blocks1942.Now farm fields.
USO Building (Poston 2006 A-31), c. 198iilding gone. Two rectangulaoncrete perimeter foundations,
connected by a tile-covered concrete slab thatpastially surrounds the larger building (Photograph 13).

Overall size is 34 feet 6 inches by 56 feet.

Refrigerated Warehouse, Building 36 W (Poston 2006 A-130), B2diZing gone. Concrete slab with low
perimeter wall sill. Size is 20 feet by 100 feet withdafeet extension on the front (west) side (Photograph 14).
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Floor is covered with waterproof mait (applied as 2-foot-wide strips). Square footing blocks are visible below
the north side of the slab, suggesting the slab floor was a later addition.

Sewage Pump (Poston 2006 A-144), 1@24@hcrete slab 19 feet by 22 fedth concrete equipment mounts.
Three pumps and other equipment, although in disrepair, are still present.

Foundation (Poston 2006 A-141), 194illow concrete square, 5 feet @lnes square by 1 foot 6 inches high.
Likely part of the sewage system.

Debris (Poston 2006 A-142), 1942oncrete rubble and a large tire that likely marks a partially buried sewage
system feature so that it could be avoided during plowing.

Manhole (Poston 2006 A-143), 194Rfoot-square concrete slab aroungHmot-diameter, 4-foot-high concrete
manhole, part of the relocation center sewage systeninfgnir is brick-lined. Itis currently covered with
plywood.

Pump (Poston 2006 A-145), 1942escription: Concrete slab 16 feet 2fy feet with concrete equipment mounts.
Two pumps (one is 5 feet 10 inches tall) and other equipment are still present, although in disrepair. One of the
pumps has a metal label tag that read®MONA TURBINE PUMP/ MANUFACTURED BY POMONA PUMP CQ/

POMONA, CALIFORNIA / ST. LOUIS, MISSOUR|, U.S.A/ REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. SERIAL NUMBER PF..."” (Photograph 15).

Farm Field (Poston 2006 A-369), c. 1942-19ABproximately 82 acres, nearly all still under cultivation.

Main Canal, A-87 Canal, and Laterals (Poston 2006 A-375), c. 1942-83l5n use, portions of the
concrete-lined Main Canahd its laterals are within the boundaries of Poston 1.

Main Drain (Poston 2006 A-376), c. 1942-19&%4ill in use, part of the Main Drain is within Poston 1. This
unlined was ditch was used to carry off excess irrigationrngatéhat deleterious minerals did not build up in the
soils.

Garage Area:In the Garage Area, there are two relocationbeiitdings, three concrete slabs, a loading ramp,
and landscaping from the Relocation Center. One dbdiidings, the Machine Shop, is in remarkably good
condition with exceptional integrity (Photograph 16).

Machine Shop, Building 4G (Poston 2006 A-61), 1942 Machine Shop, a wood frame building with wood
siding and its original windows and doors, has two shefied extensions on the north side (Photograph 17). The
interior has massive concrete support pillars. Oversdl isi 40 feet 6 inches by 102 feet 6 inches. The building
appears to be almost unchanged from its relocatioagaarance, and is still used by the BIA for the same
function, with lathes and other original machinersidle (Photograph 18; Historic Photograph 9). The only
obvious change is the replacement of origslialing garage doors with overhead roll-up doors.

Gasoline Station, Building 1G (Poston 2006 A-62), 1@tihcrete slab and concrdtel pump island. Building
gone, slab now used for parking and storage.

Motor Pool, Building 3G (Poston 2006 A-63), 1942arge concrete slab, the shydortion of which is covered by
a modern building. To some degree echoing its aaldimction, the slab is now used for parking.

Motor Repair Shop, Building 5G (Poston 2006 A-64), 1@tihcrete slab partiallgovered by modern building.
Fenced, the rest of the slab is now used for storage.
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Loading Ramp, Building 7G (Poston 2006 A-65), 1R&nnant of concrete loading ramp, 35 feet long by 3 feet
high.

Wash Rack, Building 10G (Poston 2006 A-66), 1@tihcrete slab approximately 20 feet by 80 feet with post
supports along the east and west sides, although tlotusérthe posts supported is gone. Hoses at the feature
indicate that the slab is still used as a wash rack t@dagpdjacent palm tree may date to the relocation center.

Paint Shop, Building 9G (Poston 2006 A-67), 194&0d frame building 20 feet by 30 feet with concrete slab
floor. Doors and windows appear to be original, but plgd/siding is new. The building is still used for paint
storage.

Trees (Poston 2006 A-341), c. 194arge trees at Garage Area entrance.

Administration Housing: The former administration housing area includes original roads and palm trees, a
relocated WRA building, a remnant of the sewer system, and scattered artifacts.

Relocated WRA Building (Poston 2006 A-151), 194&8od frame building 20 feet 2 inches by 60 feet 5 inches
with gable roof and plywood siding appears to be a portion of a relocated WRA building (with new siding). It is
now abandoned.

Roads and Palm Trees and other vegetation (Poston 2006 A-149 ), cRt2i3. lined with large mature palm
trees are still present in the former Administration Housing Area. WRA buildings were depicted on the 1970
USGS map, but have since been removed.

Administration Housing Area Site (Poston 2006 A-381), 1B4#dings, shown on the 1970 USGS map, are now
gone, but some of the scattered artifacts in the area may date to the World War Il era.

Concrete Feature (Poston 2006 A-150), 1942oncrete box 5 feet by 7 feet by 1 foot 9 inches high, located
adjacent to Administration Housing Area, was likely part of the sewage system.

Garnishing Plant: Four large slab foundations and two small ceteefeatures remain at the Garnishing Plant,
where camouflage nets were manufactured. The dinkiand barbed-wire fence surrounding the garnishing
plant area appears to date to the relocation ceaiteough many of the posts have been recently replaced.

Weaving Shed, Building 2T (Poston 2006 A-154), 1B4Rding gone. Concrete slab foundation, 26 feet 6 inches
by approximately 240 feet (Photograph 19).

Weaving Shed, Building 2T (Poston 2006 A-155), 1BdRding gone. Concrete slab foundation, 26 feet 6 inches
by approximately 240 feet.

Cutting Shed, Building 3T (Poston 2006 A-156), 1B1lding gone. Concreteal foundation, approximately

50 feet wide. Length not measured. An open shed / ragtaddure covers part of the slab, and there are several
other connecting slabs and walkwaysparently modern, that connect to the weaving shed slab and a modern
building.

Warehouse, Building 1T (Poston 2006 A-157), 18tlding gone. Concrete sldbundation approximately 60
feet wide. Length not measured. There arepast-1970 buildings and equipment on the foundation.

Possible fence post foundation (Poston 2006 A-158ljsplaced concrete blockf@ot 6 inches square by 1 foot
6 inches high with metal post may be a gate support remnant.
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Sewage System RemnéPoston 2006 A-159), 1942 .hole in the ground, about 18 inches in diameter and lined
with concrete, appears to have been part of thagewystem, perhaps a clean-access port. Cracks in the
concrete suggest the pit was lined witicks before being plastered with concrete, a construction method similar
to that used for manholes. The bottom of the featunetigisible; fill inside is about a foot below the ground
surface.

Fence (Poston 2006 A-160), 1942chainlink fence 5 feet 6 inches high and topped with 3 strands of barbed
wire surrounds the Garnishing Plant. Nesncrete footings and posts, but thetrof fence appears to date to the
relocation center. Original posts rusted out at grounel.Ié\ gate on the west side appears to be original
(Photograph 20).

Military Police Compound: Of the original 12 buildings in the military police compound, located east of
Mohave Road, one slab foundation remains.

Garage, Building 9Z (Poston 2006 A-146), 19AZoncrete slab foundation remains from the garage; it is
approximately 30 feet by 92 feet in size, but the exact dimensions are obscured by sediments burying the edges. A
row of center post supports, slightly higheairitthe slab, were probably poured first.

Sewage Treatment PlantThe sewage treatment plant, which was located just southwest of the barracks area,
retains two of its major features, a clarifier and a digester (Photograph 21).

Clarifier, Building 2S (Poston 2006 A-169), 194Ais large concrete structure is over 18 feet high and
approximately 65 feet in diameter. The metal ladder and some of the machinery are still present.

Digester, Building 3S (Poston 2006 A-170), 19/s large concrete structure over 7 feet high and
approximately 42 feet in diameter still has machinery present.

POSTON 2

World War Il features at Poston 2 are concentrated at the former high school area, the dry goods store vicinity,
and the sewage treatment plant (Maps 4 and 5). Relpodsginally at the Poston 1 hospital, two WRA

buildings located in the former staff housing area are wtlyrased by one of the churches. One of two original
garnishing plant slab foundations remains.

High School: The high school, constructed by the interneesdobe, was located west of the residential area.
The buildings were depicted on the 1970 USGS mapgatidg they lasted many years after the Relocation
Center closed. None of the buildings remain, bukways and other features reflect the original layout
(Photograph 22).

High School Site (Poston 2006 A-382), 198kared areas and scattered artifacts, with several features
(described below).

Walkway with Inscriptions (Poston 2006 A-171), 1980 sections of concretealkway (Photograph 23). The
east one is 7 feet 9 inches by 30 feet with inscriptiahs”, “221", “299", “CK”", and possibly others. The west
one is 7 feet 9 inches by 12 feet 8 inches. Otherasexctiave been removedcinding a section reportedly with
Japanese inscriptions.

Walkway (Poston 2006 A-172), 19&hort section of concrete walkway 8 fbgt32 feet 3 inches. This walkway
abuts a modern concrete parking lot, wheeerttst of the walkway was apparently removed.
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Walkway (Poston 2006 A-173), 19&hort section of concrete walkwaye®t by 46 feet. This walkway crosses
what was the site of the auditorium building, indicgtit was built before the auditorium. The walkway has been
cut by a waterline trench, and other sections of it have been removed.

Manholes (Poston 2006 A-174 and A-175), 19480 manholes with iron covers, part of the Sewage System
(Photograph 24).

Trees (Poston 2006 A-178), c. 194arge trees within the Poston 2 High School complex likely date to the
Relocation Center.

Other Central Area: Besides the remains at the high school dheacentral area of Poston 2 includes original
WRA-era farm fields, irrigation canal sections, and partb@imain drain, all still in use. Other features from the
Relocation Center include trees, intact slab foundatindsagicnic table, and displaced features cleared from the
internee residential blocks. Although few features areridfie residential blocks, they are now mostly farm
fields, so Relocation Center-era artifacts may still be present (see Photograph 22).

Residential Blocks, 194Rlow mostly farm fields.

Manholes and Debris (Poston 2006 A-386), 1¥42e pulled manholes and other concrete debris at the eastern
edge of the farm field that now occupies the residebliieks; these features were apparently displaced from the
residential blocks when the field was cleared.

Cold Storage Building (Poston 2006 A-387), 194ancrete slab, measuring 20 feet by 100 feet, now used for
bailed hay storage (Photograph 25).

Dry Goods Store and Canteen Building (Poston 2006 A-384), 1942ated in the fire break between the
Administration Area (Block 218) and an internee barsdakck (Block 219), the Dry Goods Store and Canteen
Building is depicted on the 1945 WRA map. The aete slab foundation measures 20 feet by 100 feet.

Concrete Table (Poston 2006 A-385), c. 1942)ound concrete table, 6 feet in diameter and 2 feet 3 inches high
(Photograph 26). It is located near the Dry GoodseSiod Canteen Building and was likely associated with an
internee picnic area.

Trees (Poston 2006 A-258), c. 194arge trees at the former location of the Poston 2 Dry Goods Store and
Canteen Building.

Trees (Poston 2006 A-351), c. 1943rge trees at the location of the Poston 2 swimming pool. The trees are
located at what would have been the north and south sides of the pool.

Farm Fields (Poston 2006 A-372 and A-373), c. 1942-194/l. WRA farm fields within Poston 2.
Approximately 9 and 20 acres in size, both are still under cultivation.

A-73 Canal and Laterals. (Poston 2006 A-377), c. 1942-194bin use, portions of the concrete-lined main
canal and laterals are within the boundaries of Poston 2.

Main Drain (Poston 2006 A-376), c. 1942-19&4ill in use, part of this unlined ditch is located within Poston 2.

Staff Housing: East of Mohave Road, adjacent to the fermdministrative personnel housing area, are two
Relocation Center buildings, moved to this area soon after 1945.
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Relocated WRA Building (Poston 2006 A-220), 18&hortedly from the Poston 1 Hospital, this wood frame
building has a low-pitched gable roof and wood siding (Photograph 27). It measures 20 feet by 100 feet.

Relocated WRA Building (Poston 2006 A-221), 194is 30 feet-by-70 feet wood frame building has two
sections, both with low-pitched gable roofs. The smadlenthern section of the building, about 20 feet by 20 feet
in size, was reportedly part of a hospital bimigdfrom Poston 1, moved to this location ca. 1946.

Garnishing Plant: A foundation for one of the two weaving shedshe garnishing plant, where camouflage nets
were made, is still present, near the southeastern end of Poston 2.

Garnishing Plant Weaving SheBlyilding 2T (Poston 2006 A-179), 194this concrete slab, 26 feet 8 inches by
250 feet, has raised concrete mgiports along its north and soutlges. Three large concrete piers,
approximately 5 feet high, 7 feet square at the base and 2 feet by 3 feet at top, are located at three of the four
corners of the foundation (Photograph 28). The slab is now used for temporary hay storage.

Sewage Treatment PlantSouthwest of the former residence barracks blocks, the clarifier and digester still
remain at the sewage treatment plant for Poston 2, as well as remnants of the pump house, a manhole, and other
concrete features (Photograph 29).

Digester, Building 2S (Poston 2006 A-182), 194#%ge concrete structure approx 42 feet in diameter and 18 feet
high. The ladder is gone, but otherwise the structure appears intact.

Pump House, Building 3S (Poston 2006 A-183), 184ikicrete slab, 21 feet 8 inches by 28 feet 6 inches, with
equipment mounts, over a large dividedf@0t-deep tank accessed by concrete stairs.

Clarifier, Building 4S (Poston 2006 A-184), 1942rge concrete structure 48 feet diameter and approximately 6
feet 6 inches high, with two attached concrete boxes measuring 2 feet 6 inches by 3 feet.

Manhole and Debris (Poston 2006 A-185), 198dlled concrete and brick manba@nd other concrete debris.
The manhole cover is missing.

POSTON 3
Three of the seven relocation center features recorded at Poston 3 atldoelatesewage treatment plant (Maps
6 and 7). The others include a farm field, the residebltigks, remnants of the original entrance, and canals.

Central Area: The central area of Poston 3 includes a faahd fand canals, still in use, and road traces and
vegetation from the relocation center era.

Farm Field (Poston 2006 A-378), c. 1942-19%WRA farm field within Poston 3, approximately 14 acres, still
under cultivation (Photograph 30).

Residential Blocks, 194Zhe 18 residential blocks at Poston 3 are now farm fields (Photograph 31).
Entrance Road (Poston 2006 A-189), 1942 .abandoned road lined by a few stunted mulberry trees and some
concrete debris remain at the original relocation center entrance road, now at the south edge of a farm field

(Photograph 32).

A-73 Canal and Laterals (Poston 2006 A-377), c. 1942-1Bd&ion of the concrete-lined main canal plus
laterals are within Poston 3. The canals and laterals are still in use.
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Sewage Treatment PlantTo the west of the southernmost imiee barracks area was the sewage treatment
plant, where the clarifier, the digester, and the foundation for the pump house are still present (Photograph 33).

Digester, Building 1S (Poston 2006 A-186), 194#ge concrete structure approximately 42 feet in diameter by
18 feet high. Ladder gone.

Pump House, Building 2S (Poston 2006 A-187), 184ikcrete slab 21 feet 8 inches by 28 feet 6 inches with
equipment mounts; below the slab is a divided caadenk accessed by concrete stairs. Water in the tank
prevented accurate measuring, but it is estimated 10 lieet deep, as is the Pump House tank at Poston 1.

Clarifier, Building 3S (Poston 2006 A-188), 1942rge concrete structure 48 feet in diameter and approximately
6 feet 6 inches high. Two attached concrete boxes are2daeh 6 inches by 3 feet. The original equipment has
been removed, but there is a concregmhole and other conteedebris within.

HOG FARM AND CENTRAL FIELDS

The Hog Farm and Central Fields were located betweston 1 and 2 (Maps 8 and 9). Unlike the fields at the
other nine Relocation Centers, the agricultural fields at Poston were within the security fence. Hogs, which
subsisted mostly on mess hall garbage, pievimportant nutrition for the internees.

Hog Farm: The hog farm, located northwest of the intersectf Mohave and Polacca Roads, includes visible
foundation remnants of many of the original buildiagsl structures; other foundations may be present but buried
(Photograph 34). Parts of the Hog Farm area were recently cleared of brush.

Processing House, Building 10 (Poston 2006 A-207), 1BA2.30 foot-by-40 foot concrete slab foundation
remains, partially buried.

Motor House, Building 11 (Poston 2006 A-206), 192 concrete slab foundation for this structure is
approximately 10 feet by 20 feet (Photograph 35). Theislaiostly buried by sediments, and a tree is growing at
its edge.

Cold Storage, Building 12 (Poston 2006 A-205), 194t concrete perimeter foundation remaining from this

building is 16 feet by 24 feet, with an opening 4 feet 6 inches wide on the north side. The floor of the structure is
buried.

Latrine, Building 15 (Poston 2006 A-202), 19&ancrete slab approximately 14 feet by 16 feet, partially buried.

Water Tank, Building 16 (Poston 2006 A-201), 19A&0 concrete footings 16 feet apart. One is 2 feet square
and the other is 1 foot 6 inches by 2 feet. Others may be buried.

Pump House, Building 17 (Poston 2006 A-200), 1@4hnected concrete slabs 10 feet by 23 feet in overall size,
with an inscription “Div. of Soil 3/27/43” ( Photograph 3%here is a tree growing at the edge of the feature.

Garbage Can Washing StatioBuilding 18 (Poston 2006 A-204), 1942oncrete slab, 20 feet by 30 feet,
partially buried.

Transformer, Building 20 (Poston 2006 A-203), 19&&all concrete slab, 4 feet 6 inches by 12 feet 2 inches,
partially buried.

Vertical Hole (Poston 2006 A-208), c. 1942small metal-lined hole in the ground just south of the Cold Storage
Building foundation may have been a well, or possibly part of the sewage system.
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Trees (Poston 2006 A-209), c. 1943arge mature trees at the Hog Farm probably date to the Relocation Center.

Hog Farm Entrance Road (Poston 2006 A-210), 194t gravel road to the Hog Farm is still used and
maintained as a road.

Central Fields: The central fields of the Relocation Center, adjacent to the Hog Farm, are still in use, still
watered by the A-73 Canal and its lateralsd still drained by the “Main Drain.”

Farm Fields (Poston 2006 A-370 and A-371), c. 1942-1948A farm fields east and west of Mohave Rd
(approximately 500 and 330 acres respectively) . Nelirbf this acreage is still under cultivation (Photograph
37).

A-73 Canal and Laterals. (Poston 2006 A-377), c. 1942-194bin use, portions of the concrete-lined main
canal and laterals are within the central fields (Photograph 38).

Main Drain (Poston 2006 A-376), c. 1942-1946portion of this unlined ditch is within the central fields
(Photograph 39), and is still used to dragids of excess or salt-laden irrigation water.

PARKER WAREHOUSES
Just east of the town of Parker, the Parker WarsmArea retains sixteen features, including foundations and
standing fire hydrants, that relate to the relocation center (Maps 10 and 11).

Parker Warehouses Site (Poston 2006 A-392), c. XOK3red areas and scattered artifacts, in addition to the
features listed below.

Warehouse No. 6 (Poston 2006 A-236), c. 194 3his Warehouse location isveood post, set in concrete, that
has been pulled from the ground.

Fuel Oil Storage Tanks (Poston 2006 A-224), c. 1@4#hcrete slab foundation, measuring 25 feet by 38 feet 6
inches (Photograph 40). The storage tanks are gone, buf®ix-6-inch-diameter metal stains from the tanks are
still visible.

Fuel Oil Dump (Poston 2006 A-229), c. 1943mostly buried concrete slaB feet wide by approximately 12
feet long, and a concrete equiprharount remain at this location.

Pump (Poston 2006 A-227), c. 194&3ncrete slab foundation withvioperimeter wall sill and concrete

equipment mounts. Large pipes and part of a pumtdl present (Photograph 41). Overall size is 11 feet 8
inches by 14 feet 8 inches.

Ground Storage Tank (Rton 2006 A-226), c. 1948oncrete slab 25 feet in diameter (tank itself is gone).

Water Tower (Poston 2006 A-228), c. 19B8ur 2 foot-square concrete footings approximately 22 feet apart;
lower concrete walls or foundations, the tops of which are level with the ground surface, connect the footings,

likely to provide more stability to the tower. The water tower is now gone.

Auxiliary Pump (Poston 2006 A-225), c. 19€&ncrete slab 8 feet by 20 feeith concrete equipment mounts
and part of a pump still in place.

Substation (Poston 2006 A-230), c. 19@8ncrete slab 6 feet by 12 feet in size; equipment has been removed.
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Fire Hydrants and Wood Posts (Poston 2006 A-231 to A-235), c. Thé& are still five fire hydrants along the
road that date to the relocation center, some still withd post barriers (Photograph 42). The fire hydrants are
embossedJAMES JONES COL.A. CAL.”

Railroad Siding (Poston 2006 A-237), c. 1948e original railroad grade is indicated by cinders; the track and
ties have been removed (Photograph 43).

Road (Poston 2006 A-238), c. 1948rt and gravel road, still used.

Rock Ring and Fencing (Poston 2006 A-239), c. 19ABee-foot-diameter rock ring, with a piece of decayed
wood next to it, suggesting the rocks nieyve been around a tree. Nearby fenfiagments may be from the
substation.

NORTH FIELDS
Located northwest of Poston 1, all the relocation-ermdhNeéields are still under cultivation and all of the main
canals and many of the laterals, although modified, are still in use (Maps 12 and 13).

Farm Fields (Poston 2006 A-368), c. 1942-194pproximately 580 acres, all still under cultivation.

Main Canal, A-87 Canal, and Laterals (Poston 2006 A-375), c. 1942-FP&tions of the concrete-lined canal
and laterals are located within the North Fields, and are still in use.

Main Drain (Poston 2006 A-376), c. 1942-1946segment of this unlined ditch is in the North Fields, and is still
in use.

SOUTH FIELDS
Located between Poston 2 and 3, nearly all the relocation-era South Fields are still under cultivation and all of the
main canals and many of the laterals, although modified, are still in use (Maps 14 and 15).

Farm Fields (Poston 2006 A-374), c. 1942-19BRA farm fields. Approximately 275 acres, nearly all still
under cultivation.

A-73 Canal and Laterals. (Poston 2006 A-377), c. 1942-1BdRBions of the concretlaed canal and laterals are
located within the South Fields, and are still in use.

Main Drain (Poston 2006 A-376), c. 1942-1946segment of this unlined ditch is in the South Fields, and is still
in use.

NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

The non-contributing resources within the Poston Relocafienter National Register District include farms,
houses, schools, and businesses. These are small in sip&red to the District, and 63 are mobile homes or
modular structures, with little lasting impact on the landscape.

POSTON 1

All of the original internee residential area is now fdiglds. Modern development in the area includes two small
trailer parks, a 50-house residential subdivisiommercial buildings and community services along Mohave
Road, scattered houses, and the Poston Memorial Monuftreang the historic elementary school buildings are
more-modern buildings, and across the road from temeé&htary School area is a small housing development
composed mostly of mobile homes. The Poston Memorizdtéal along Mohave Road next to a fire station, is a
large monument and kiosk, with sidewalks, palees; sitting areas, and a water fountain. The monument,
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dedicated in 1992, consists of a 30-foot-high concrete column wiflo@t-wvide hexagonal base shaped like a
Japanese stone lantern (Photograph 44). The kioskadediin 1995, is four-sided with an overhanging
pyramidal roof. Both the monument and kiosk have im&giye signs which discuss the history of the relocation,
Japanese-American military service, and the Colorado River Indian Tribe reservation.

A farm, with a mobile home and outbuildings, is locateth#nsouthern half of the High School area. Commercial
buildings along Mohave Road and a mobile home pegknon-contributing features within the Administration
Area.Some post-WRA large metal buildings and smaller slveder parts of the relocation-era slabs in the
Garnishing Plant Area, and farm equipment is stored in the area. A 50-home subdivision is adjacent to Staff
Housing Area (Photograph 46).

POSTON 2

Most of Poston 2 is now farm fields; the Le Pera Scheatodern elementary school built in the 1980s, is located
near the center of the area, mostly within a fornrebfieak. The school’s auditorium, located at the Poston 2
High School, was built in 1953 (Photograph 47). Most ofinkernee residential area is now farm fields. There
are post-World War Il industrial developments, hagsiand churches along Mohave Road (Photograph 48).

POSTON 3
Modern developments include a small industriebasind a few houses along Mohave Road (Photograph 49).

HOG FARM AND CENTRAL FIELDS

Modern features at the Hog Farm include two mobile homes at the west end. In April 2006 much of the packing
plant area was bladed, damaging some features. A loplditigrm incorporates a displaced relocation center era
slab. In the central farm fields, there are twedgattered houses, one of which is a mobile home.

PARKER WAREHOUSES
The northern half of the Parker Warehouses Area is now an automobile dealership.

NORTH FIELDS
There are no modern intrusions in the North Fields.

SOUTH FIELDS
There are four houses (including one mobile home) isdhithern farm fields, one in the center and three along
the northern boundary (Photograph 50).

INTEGRITY

The Poston Relocation Center National Register Digeietins a high degree of integrity of location, design,
setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and associdiiaoh of these elements is further discussed below. Of
the 391 separate resources listed in the Historic Resources Inveh8@re contributing resources associated
with the Poston Relocation Center. These World War Ifeatures include intact standing buildings, structure
foundations, fence remnants, artifact scatters, canals fiields, and other features that convey the historic
significance of the district. The non-contributing resourceg@atively small in scale and for the most part are
consistent with, or a result of, the historic-period use.

Location: The district is in its original location, and madtthe contributing resources are in their original
locations, verified by the 1945 WRA maps. Three Gbuating relocation center buildings, although moved from
their original locations, remain within the relocation center boundaries.

" Burton, op. cit.
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Setting:The setting, with its broad open views and ruggesed mountains in the distance, remains virtually
unchanged since the relocation center era. With wide spaces, sparse natural vegetation, and rich soail, it is

easy to imagine why this valley was chosen as dait@ relocation center, fitting the military’s criteria of
remoteness and isolation while still having potential for self-sustaining farming. Most of the large trees within the
National Register district boundary are from the Relocation Center era. The major change in the setting is the
expansion of the farm fields begun by the internees, butteiseohange was part of the Office of Indian Affairs

and WRA's original intent and design. Although outsidi¢he National Register District boundaries and not
considered contributing resources, relocated buildirggs the Relocation Center in the surrounding area and in

the town of Parker do enhance the setting, evoking ngttbhaloriginal architectural styles at the camp but also
demonstrating the common practice of recycling and ngpluildings after camps closed. Some still have their
distinctive double roofs and other evidence of theirinalgconstruction: for example, a barracks now within

Parker has a double roof and tin can lid patcheslkawarholes. The Colorado River Indian Tribe’s old Head

Start school, although lacking the double roof, was oncda&@n Center building. In addition to the two
Relocation Center hospital buildings at Poston 2, there is another hospital building still in use a little over 2 miles
north of Poston 1.

Materials: The National Register district retains integritynaditerials in extant buildings, in features, and in
archaeological deposits. For example, the Poston 1 Machine Shop not only retains its original wood siding,
windows, doors, and interior concretgport pillars, it has most of the original lathes and other machinery inside.
The Poston 1 Paint Shop has new siding, but the doors addws appear to be original. Original concrete slab
and perimeter foundations, sewage plant features, andoewgos and fire hydrants are still present. In some
cases, the original materials have particular symboltent. For example, the relocation-era buildings at the
Poston Elementary School have survived over 60 ygarst the time of construction, internees considered

adobe an inferior material and too labor-intensidee difficult work was exacerbated by the 115-degree
temperatures, and the fact that the adobe ruined their édbifficulties in the adobe construction led to one of

the first labor strikes at Postdn.

Design:The historic-period design of the Poston Relocation Center is apparent in the overall layout and the
individual features within the National Register Disthcundary. For example, the original layout, spacing, and
orientation are evident at the Elementary School abRdstwhere 11 of 12 original buildings are still standing.
Designed and built by internees, the elements comimdapanese architecture atdl evident in the school
buildings, as described abd%eWNalkways and other features reflect the original layout at the Poston 2 High
School, and foundation slabs, roads, walkways, andtraads indicate the original layout at the Parker
Warehouse Area. The extant WRA buildings exhibit taadard dimensions andwdow and door spacing of the
military plans adapted for Relocation Centers. Maatdres of the sewage treatment plants, a necessary design
feature for the large concentration of people, are still present.

WorkmanshipThe fact that there are so few examples of thenietebarracks left is an indication of the designed
obsolescence of those structures, which were intendaa temporary. However, there are intact examples of
internee-built structures within the National Regif#strict, including the Poston 1 Elementary School and
walkways, the Poston 1 Machine Shop, and the walkagaffse Poston 2 high school. The most substantial

8 Leighton, op. cit.

° Donald H. Estes, “A Place Called Poston, Timnsforming Barbed Wire: The Incarceration of Japanese Americans in
Arizona During World War lledited by Thomas Nakayama (Arizona Humanities Council), p. 5.

% Tanaka, op. cit.
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workmanship is at the state-of-the-art sewage treatptents, a recognition of the impact that 17,000 residents in
confined spaces would have on the environment.

Feeling: The district eloquently expresses the history ofréth@cation center. The climate and terrain still provide
stark contrast to the California communities and cfties which the internees came. The vast spaces, the large
size of warehouse slabs and other features, and thersiddgiEmains of the sewage treatment plants convey the
immensity of the WRA's internment of over 17,000 peogl Poston. The non-contributing resources within the
boundaries of the former relocation center, which postdédrld War 11, include farms, residences, schools,
commercial buildings, and maintenance facilitiedy@ligh modern, in many cases these non-contributing features
do perpetuate the original historic uses and functiotiseotructures that were built for the Relocation Center.

Association:The National Register District is directly assoethtvith the Poston Relocation Center, and provides
a tangible link to the history of the Japanese American relocation during World War Il. Part of a plan by the
Office of Indian Affairs to “colonize” this part of theéolorado River Indian Reservation, the District is also
associated with the federal government’s abrogation @ltriphts, and the Tribes’ eventual reassertion of their
sovereignty, when in 1964 they won a court case that recognized their title to the land. Finally, the District is
associated with Del Webb, the contractor who built thecation center. Webb's company used similar strategies
to help meet the huge demand for affordable housieg e war, and went on to become the largest home
developer in the country.
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Table 1. Poston Relocation Center Historic Resourcés.
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N/A  |Internee Residential Area and Other Developed Area$ Postop 1 Site 1042 Goo(
N/A Internee Residential Area and Other Developed Area$ Postop 2 Site 1p42 Goo(
N/A |Internee Residential Area and Other Developed Area$ Postoh 3 Site 1p42 Fair
N/A  |Hog Farm and Agricultural Fields Central Fields Site 1942-1945 QGood
N/A  |Parker Warehouses Area Parker Whises Site c. 1943 (Good
N/A | Agricultural Fields North Fields Site 1942-1945 Goqd C
N/A  |Agricultural Fields South Fields Site 1942-1945 Gogd
1 Adobe Building (Elem. School Office, Bldg 49E) Poston ] Buildihg 1943 Hoor
2 Adobe Building, (Elem. School Library, Bldg 50E) Poston 1 Building 1943 Jood
3 Adobe Building (Elem. School Auditorium, Bldg 51E) Poston 1 Building 19413 Roor
4 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston|1 Building 1943 Fair
5 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston|1 Building 1943 Fair
6 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston|1 Building 1943 Fair
7 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston|1 Building 1943 Fair
8 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston|1 Building 1943 500d
9 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston|1 Building 1943 500d
10 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston| 1 Building 19413 500d
11 Adobe Building (Elem. School Classroom, Bldg 52E) Poston| 1 Building 19413 500d
12 Adobe Building (Elem. School Wood Shop, Bldg 53E Poston|1 Building 1943 Poor
13 Adobe Building (Elem. School Supplies/Craft, Bldg 54E) Poston| 1 Building 1943 500d
14 Walkways and Inscriptions at Elementary School Postor 1 Strugture 1943 Good
15 Cafeteria Building at Elementary School (abandoned Poston 1 Building 195%-1970( Poo

O o o

0O 0o 0o oo o oo oo 060 00

Z
o) (@)

1 Notes: Resource numbers are from Burton, op. cit..Chatributing Status” column denotes whether a resource is
contributing (C) or non-contributing (NC) to the National RegiBtstrict (C) or it denotes important features that contebut
to the overall significance of the district, yet are notuded in the overall count of contributing resources (C*) or
identifiable resources that do not contribute to the overall significance of the site (NC*).
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16 Metal Building at Elementary School (abandoned) Postor 1 Builging 1970r1994 | Fair| NC
17 Quonset Hut Foundation at Elementary School Postonp 1 Feqture 195p-1970| Poor NC*
18 Foundation at Elementary School Poston [L Feature 197011994 | Fair | NC*
19 Foundation at Elementary School Poston [L Feature 1955t1970 | Fair | NC*
20 Ramada and walkway at Elementary School Poston 1 Strupture 1970-1994| Poof NC
21 Basketball Court at Elementary School Poston|1l Strudture 1945-1994 |Good NC
22 Basketball Court at Elementary School Poston|1 Strudture 1945-1994 |Good NC
23 Basketball Court at Elementary School Poston |1 Strudture 1945-1994 |Good NC
24 Slab with Inscriptions at Elementary School Poston|1 Strudture 1968 Fair | NC
25 Slab with Inscriptions at Elementary School Poston|1 Feature 1945+ Fair | NC*
26 Slab with Inscriptions at Elementary School Poston|1 Feafure 1964 Good| NC*
27 Fire Hydrant at Elementary School Poston [L Featyre C. 1P42 Fair | C
28-29 | Fire Hydrants at Elementary School Poston|1 Feafure c. 1969 |Good] NC
31 Foundation (USO, Bldg 46E) Poston 1 Featyre c. 1943 Good | C*
32-36 | Houses Poston 1 Buildingg 1955-1970 Gogd NC
37 Building Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
38-57 | Mobile Homes Poston 1 Buildingg 1955-1970 Gogod NC
58 Gas Tank Poston 1 Object | 1970-1994 Go¢d NC
59 Road Poston 1 Structure 1942 Gogod C
60 Trees at Elementary School Poston L Landspcape c. 1943 |Good| C*
61 Machine Shop (Bldg 4G) Poston 1 Building 1943 Good |C
62 Foundation (Gasoline Station, Bldg 1G) Poston |1 Feature 1943 Poor| C*
63 Slab (Motor Pool, Bldg 3G) Poston 1 Featufe 19413 Hoor |C*
64 Slab (Motor Repair Shop, Bldg 5G) Poston 1 Featlire 1943 Poor | C*
65 Loading Ramp (Bldg 7G) Poston 1 Structyre 1948 Poor | C
66 Wash Rack (Bldg 10G) Poston 1 Structdre 19413 Hair
67 Paint Shop (Bldg 9G) Poston 1 Building 1943 Poof @
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68-69 | Modular Offices at Garage Area Poston 1L Building 1970-1994 Good | NC
70 Metal Storage Container at Garage Area Poston 1 Oblect mopern |Good NC
71 Building at Garage Area Poston 1 Building 1970-1p94 Glood |NC
72 Building at Garage Area Poston 1 Building 1970-1p94 Good |[NC
73 Open Shed at Garage Area Poston |1 Building 1996-P004 (sood| NC
74 Slab, Gas Pump, and Fuel Tanks at Garage Area Postgn 1 Fgature 19P6-200#4 Gopd NC*
75 Slab at Garage Area Poston 1 Feature unk Goqd NC*
76 Water Tower Poston 1 Structurg 1945-1955 Gopd NC
77 Water Tank Poston 1 Structurg 1970-1994 Gopd NC
78 Fence at Garage Area Poston 1 Structurd unk Goqd NC
79 Basketball Court Poston 1 Feature| 1996-20p4 Gopd NC*
80 Storage Containers Poston 1 Building| 1996-2004 Goqd N[
81 Concrete Vault (Post Office, Bldg 4A) Poston 1 Building 194p Gpod | C
82 Concrete Footings (Post Office, Bldg 4A) Poston [L Feature 19¢42 Good| C*
83 Slab (Print Shop, Bldg 5A) Poston 1 Featufe 194p QJood | C*
84 Foundation (Sewage Pump, Bldg 6A) Poston |1 Feature 1942 Poor| C*
85 Service Station Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Faif NC
86 Telephone Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N
87 Building Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
88 Restaurant Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
89 Building Poston 1 Building] modern| Good NC
90-116 | Mobile Homes Poston 1 Buildingg 1970-1994 Go¢od NC
117 Store Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N
118 Building (abandoned) Poston 1 Building 1970-1p94 Hair [NC
119 Modular Office (CRIT EPA) Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Ggod NC
120 Fire Station Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N
121 Slab (Morgue, Bldg 12H) Poston 1 Featule 194p Good | C*
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122 Foundation at Hospital Poston 1 Feature c.1942 Good | C*
123 Slab (Hospital Boiler House, Bldg 13H) Poston 1 Featyre 19412 500d | C*
124 Foundation at Hospital Poston 1] Feature 194p? Fair | C*
125 Small Basement at Hospital Poston 1 Featlire c.1p42 (ood| C*
126-127 | Debris at Hospital Poston 1 Feature| 1942-1995 Fgir (¢€*
128 Palm Tree at Hospital Poston 1 Landsdape c. 1943 500d | C*
129 Hole at Hospital (Sewage System) Poston|1 Feafure 1942 Fair | C*
130 Slab (Refrigerated Warehouse, Bldg 36W) Poston| 1 Feafure 1942 Good C*
131 Foundation (High School Office, Bldg 56E) Poston 1L Feafure 1943 50o0d| C*
132 Foundation (High School Classroom, Bldg 59E) Poston 1 Feature 1943 Good C*
133 Foundation (High School Auto/Wood/Crafts, Bldg 60k) Poston| 1 Fea’:ure 1943 Fair| C*
134 | Walkways at High School Poston 1 Structlllre 19483 Jood | C
135 Mobile Home at High School Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Good |NC
136 Building at High School Poston 1 Building 1994-1996 Gg¢od NC
137 Open Shed at High School Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Good | NC
138 Chicken House at High School Poston 1 Buildihg  modérn Fair  [NC
139 Debris at High School Poston 1 Featufe 1942-1945 [Poor | C*
140 Trees at High School Poston 1 | Landscape «c.1948 Gdod €*
141 Foundation (Sewage System) Poston [1 Feature 1942 Good| C*
142 Debris (Sewage System) Poston 1 Featjire 1942 Poor | C*
143 Manhole (Sewage System) Poston I Featpre 19012 Sood| C*
144 Slab and Machinery (Sewage Pump) Poston|1 Strugture 1942 Good C
145 Slab and Machinery (Pump) Poston 1 Structure 1942 Good | C
146 Slab (Military Police Area Garage, Bldg 92) Poston L Featpre 1942 5o0d| C*
147 Refuse Transfer Station Poston 1 Buildings 1994-1996 Good | NC
148 Community Dump Poston 1 Feature| 1970-1980s Fair NC*
149 Roads and Palm Trees in Administration Housing Arg¢a Postop 1 Strycture  ¢.[1943 | Good
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150 Foundation (Sewage System) Poston |1 Feafure c. 1942 |[Good| C*
151 Relocated WRA Building, Placed Between 1945-195% Poston 1 Building  c. 1942 Fair R
152 Open Shed Poston 1 Building| 1945-1995 Faif NC
153 Baseball Field Poston 1 Structurg 1945-1994 Gopd NC
154 Slab (Garnishing Plant Weaving Shed, Bldg 2T) Postor 1 Fedture 1p42 Good C*
155 Slab (Garnishing Plant Weaving Shed, Bldg 2T) Poston 1 Fedture 1p42 Gooqg C*
156 Slab (Garnishing Plant Cutting Shed, Bldg 3T) Poston| 1 Feafure 1942 Poor| C*
157 Slab (Garnishing Plant Warehouse, Bldg 1T) Postor| 1 Fegture 1p42 Poonp C*
158 Concrete Block at Garnishing Plant Poston L Feature 1942 Fair [ C*
159 Hole at Garnishing Plant (Sewage System?) Poston 1 Fedature 1942 Fain C*
160 Fence at Garnishing Plant Poston L Strucjure 1942 Fair | C
161 Connecting Walkways at Garnishing Plant Poston|1 Strugture upk Good| NC
162 Mobile Home at Garnishing Plant Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 [Fair |NC
163 Open Shed at Garnishing Plant Poston|1 Building 197041994 {Good| NC
164 Shed at Garnishing Plant Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Good | NC
165 Open Shed at Garnishing Plant Poston|1 Building 197041994 (Good| NC
166 Modular Office at Garnishing Plant Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Good | NC
167 Loading Platform at Garnishing Plant Poston [L Strucfure unk 500d | NC
168 Slab at Garnishing Plant Poston ] Structpre unkK Good | NC
169 Clarifier (Bldg 2S) Poston 1 Structurd 1942 Gogod C

170 Digester (Bldg 3S) Poston 1 Structurd 1942 Good C

171 Walkway with Inscriptions at High School Poston 2 Structure 1943 Fair | C
172 Walkway at High School Poston 2 Structyre 1948 Rair

173 Walkway at High School Poston 2 Structdre 194B Rair

174 Manhole at High School (Sewage System) Poston 2 Fedture c. [L942 Gooqj C*
175 Manhole at High School (Sewage System) Postor] 2 Fedture c.[1942 Goocli C*
176 Le Pera School Auditorium Poston 2 Building 1953 Gpod |NC
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177 Le Pera School Auditorium Parking Lot Poston P Strucfure 195311994 [Good| NC
178 Trees at High School Poston 2 Landscage «c.1948 Gadod (C*
179 Foundation (Garnishing Plant Weaving Shed, Bldg 2T) Postop 1 Feature 1942 Goofl C*
180 | Well and Tank Poston 2 Structurg 1970-1994 Gopd NC
181 Pump House Poston 2 Structurg 1970-1994 Gopd NC
182 Digester (Bldg 2S) Poston 2 Structurd 1942 Gogd €
183 Well and Pump House (Bldg 3S) Poston 2 Structure 1942 500d| C
184 Clarifier (Bldg 4S) Poston 2 Structurd 1942 Gogod C
185 Manhole and Debris Poston 2 Feature 1942 Good @*
186 Digester (Bldg 1S) Poston 3 Structurd 1942 Gogd €
187 Pump House (Bldg 2S) Poston 3 Structpire 1942 Good | C
188 Clarifier (Bldg 3S) Poston 3 Structure 1942 Gogod C
189 Road Trace and Trees Poston 8 Landsfape 1942 Fair | C*
190-193| Houses Poston 3 Buildingd 1955-1970 Gogd NC
194 Building Poston 3 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
195 Metal Building Poston 3 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
196 Tank Poston 3 Object | 1970-1994 Go¢d NC
197 Open Shed Poston 3 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N
198 Slab Poston 3 Feature| 1955-19y0 Gopd NC*
199 Loading Platform Poston 3 Structurg 1970-1994 Gopd NC
200 Slab with Inscription (Pump House, Bldg 17) Hog Faim Feature 1943 Good| C*
201 Footings (Water Tank, Bldg 16) Hog Farm Featyre 1943 Good | C*
202 Slab (Latrine, Bldg 15) Hog Farm Feature 1948 Rair |C*
203 Slab (Transformer, Bldg 20) Hog Farm Featufre 1943 fFair [C*
204 Slab (Garbage Can Washing Station; Bldg 18) Hog Fdrm Fedture 1p43 Gooq C*
205 Foundation (Cold Storage, Bldg 12) Hog Farm Featpre 1903 5ood| C*
206 Slab (Motor House, Bldg 11) Hog Farm Feature 1943 Fair | C*
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207 Slab (Processing House, Bldg 10) Hog Faiqm Feature 1943 Good| C*
208 Hole at Hog Packing Plant Hog Farm FeatUre 1943 Fair | C*
209 Trees at Hog Packing Plant Hog Far||n Landsgape 1943 Fair | C*
210 Road at Hog Packing Plant Hog Farrln Structure 1943 Fair | C
211 Truck Scale at Hog Packing Plant Hog Farmm  Strucfure 1955}{1970 ([Fair | NC
212 Tank Supports at Hog Packing Plant Hog Faifm Feajure 19595-1970 | Fair| NC*
213 Loading Ramp at Hog Packing Plant Hog Farfm  Strucfure 1955{1970 |Poor| NC
214 Church Poston 2 Building| 1945-1955 Goqd N
215 Shed Poston 2 Building| 1945-1955 Goqd N[C
216 Building Poston 2 Building| 1945-1995 Goqd NC
217 Basketball Court Poston 2 Building| 1996-2004 Goqd N
218 Church Poston 2 Building| 1996-2004 Goqd N
219 Residence Poston 2 Building| modern| Good NC
220 Relocated WRA Building, Placed Between 1945-195% Postorll 2 Building 1942 Good
221 Relocated WRA Building, Placed Between 1945-195% Postor|1 2 Building 1942 Fair
222 Restroom Poston 2 Building unk Good NC
223 Basketball Court Poston 2 Building unk Googl NC¢
224 Raised Slab (Fuel Oil Storage Tanks) Parker Whses  Fedture c.[1943 | Goofl C*
225 Slab (Auxiliary Pump) Parker Whses  Featufe c. 1943 Good | C*
226 Slab (Ground Storage Tank) Parker Whses  Feature c. 1943 |Good C*
227 Slab (Pump) Parker Whseg  Feature c.194B Gqod [*
228 Footings (Water Tower) Parker Whses Featyre c. 1943 (Good| C*
229 Footing (Fuel Oil Dump) Parker Whges  Feature c. 1943 Fair | C*
230 Slab (Substation) Parker Whseg  Featurd c. 1943 Gqod [*
231-235| Fire Hydrants Parker Whseg  Featurd c.19483 Gqod [*
236 Pulled Concrete Block at Whse No. 6 Parker Whses  Fegture c. 1943 | Poof C*
237 Railroad Siding Parker Whseg Structure  ¢.1948 Gdod |[C




Poston Relocation Center, La Paz County, Arizona

Page 28

E
o
S @ %
% Name Location Type S .é E
: | E|E
i S | 8|3
238 Road at Parker Warehouses Parker Whses Strugture  c. 1943 Fairl] C
239 Rock Ring and Fencing Parker Whges Featyire c. 1p43 Fair [ C*
240 Fire Hydrant Parker Whseg  Featurd c.196ff Gqod NC*
241 Car Dealership Parker Whsegs Building 1970-1994 Gopd NC
242 Pumphouse Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[C
243 Buildings Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[C
244-245( Houses Poston 2 Buildingg 1970-1994 Go¢d NC
246 Building (Dune Co.) Poston 2 Building| 1945-1995 Goqd N[
247 Open Shed Poston 2 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[C
248 Residence Poston 2 Building| 1945-1995 Goqd N[C
249 Building Poston 2 Building| 1945-1970 Goqd N[
250-254| Houses Poston 2 Buildingg 1970-1994 Go¢d NC
255 Water Tower Poston 2 Structurg 1945-1955 Gopd NC
256 Pumphouse Poston 2 Building| 1945-1994 Goqd N[C
257 Two Trailers Poston 2 Building unk Poof NC
258 Building Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
259 Sewage Ponds Poston 2 Structurg 1970-1994 Gopd NC
260 Residence Poston 2 Buildingg 1970-1994 Good NC
261 Church Poston 2 Building| 1945-1955 Goqd N
262 Residence Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
263 Shed Poston 2 Building| 1996-2004 Goqd N[C
264 Open Shed Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N
265 Mobile Home Poston 1 Buildingg 1955-1970 Go¢gd NC
266 Residence Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
267 Residence Poston 1 Buildingd 1955-1970 Gogd NC
268 Mobile Home (destoryed) Poston 1] Buildings 1955-11970 Qood |NC
269 Residence Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N
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270 Mobile Home (burned) Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Hair NC
271 Mobile Home (burned) Poston 1 Building 1970-1994 Gpod [|NC
272 Open Shed Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N
273 Quonset Hut Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
274 Slab Poston 1 Feature] 1970-19p4 Gopd NC*
275 Building Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Faif NC
276 Building Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N
277 Building Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
278 Open Shed Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[C
279 Pumphouse Poston 1 Building| 1945-1995 Goqd N[C
280 Open Shed Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
281 Open Shed Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
282 Residence Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[
283 Residence Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N[C
284 Mobile Home Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N
285 Shed Poston 1 Building| 1955-1970 Goqd N
286-336 | Houses Poston 1 Buildingg 1970-1994 Goaod NC
337 Building Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd NC
338 Covered Patio Poston 1 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
339 Basketball Court Poston 1 Feature| 1970-19p4 Gopd NC*
340 Slab Poston 1 Feature] 1970-19p4 Gopd NC*
341 Trees at Garage Area Poston 1 Landscage c.1948 Gogod C*
342 Substation Poston 1 Structurg 1970-1994 Gopd NC
343 Residence Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[
344 Residence Poston 2 Building| 1970-1994 Goqd N[C
345 Open Shed Hog Farm Building | 1955-1970 Gogd N
346 Residence Hog Farm Building| 1955-1970 Goagd N
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347 Mobile Home Hog Farm Building [ 1955-1970 Gogd N
348 Mobile Home Hog Farm Building | 1955-1970 Fai NC
349 Le Pera School Poston 2 Buildingd 1980+| Goagd NC
350 Le Pera School Track Poston 2 Structurg 1980-19p4 Gopd NC
351 Trees at Swimming Pool Poston 2 Landsgape c.1943 (Good| C*
352 Poston Memorial Monument and Kiosk Poston L Objgct 1992 Good | NC
353 Residence Central Field§ Building| 1945-1955 Goqd NC
354 Residence Central Field§ Buildingg 1970-19%4 Go?d NC
355 Residence Central Field§ Buildingg 1945-19%5 Go<l)d NC
356 Residence Central Fieldg Buildingy 1945-19%5 Go+d NC
357 Residence Central Field§ Buildingg 1970-1994 Go<i)d NC
358 Residence Central Field§ Buildingg 1945-19%5 GO(I)d NC
359 Residence (abandoned) Central Figlds Buildjng 1945-1955 [Fair | NC
360 Residence Central Fieldg Building] 1970-1994 Gogd NC
361 Residence Central Field§ Building| 1970-1994 Goqd NC
362 Building Central Field§ Building| 1945-1955 Fair NC
363 Residence Central Field§ Buildingg 1970-1994 Popr NC
364 Shed South Fields| Buildingd 1945-19%5 Goq)d NC
365 Residence South Fields| Buildingg 1970-1994 Go<i)d NC
366 Residence South Fields| Buildingd 1945-195%5 Go«*)d NC
367 Mobile Home South Fields| Buildingg 1945-19%5 GoJ)d NC
368 WRA Farm Fields, Under Cultivation North Fielfls Landsdape 19421945 (sood| C*
369 WRA Farm Fields, Under Cultivation Poston 1 Landsqape 194211945 [Good| C*
370 WRA Farm Fields East of Mohave Rd, Under Cultivafion Central Helds Landscape 1942-1945 Goqd C*
371 WRA Farm Fields West of Mohave Rd, Under Cultivgtion Central Helds Landscape 194P-1945( Good C*
372 WRA Farm Fields, Under Cultivation Poston 2 Lands¢ape 194211945 [Good| C*
373 WRA Farm Fields, Under Cultivation Poston 2 Landsqape 194241945 [Good| C*
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374 WRA Farm Fields, Under Cultivation South Fields Lands¢ape 194211945 |Good| C*
375 Main Canal, A-87 Canal, and Laterals,d¥im Use North Field§ Structurp 1942-1945 Gqod |C
376 Main Drain, In Use Throughout | Structurq 1942-1945 Gopd
377 A-73 Canal and Laterals, Most In Use Throughgut  Strucfure 194211945 |Good| C
378 WRA Farm Field, Under Cultivation Poston 3 Landsgape 194241945 (Sood| C*
379 Mobile Home Central Fieldg Building] 1996-2004 Gogd NC
380 Hospital Area Poston 1 Feature 1942 Good (*
381 Administration Housing Area Poston 1 Featufe 19413 fFair |[C*
382 High School Area Poston 2 Feature 1943 Popr ({*
383 Pumphouse Poston 1 Building| modern Fai NC
384 Slab (Dry Goods Store, Bldg 23E) Poston P Featpre 19n2 500d| C*
385 Concrete Table Poston 2 Structurg c.1942 Gopd €
386 Manholes and Debris Poston 2 Feature| 1942-1945 Fgir C*
387 Slab (Cold Storage, Bldg 1W) Poston 3 Featyre 1942 Good | C*
388 Slab Poston 2 Feature unk Goqd NC*
389 House Site Poston 2 Feature] 1970-19p4 Gopd NC*
390 Residence Central Field§ Building| 1996-2004 Goqd NC
391 Fuel Tank Poston 1 Structure modern  Gopd NC
392 Parker Warehouses Area Parker Whses  Feajure c. 1943 Fair| C*
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

Architecture

_ A Property is associated with events that have made Military
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Social History
our history. Law

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
Property is:

T A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Politics/Government

Ethnic heritage- Asian

Ethnic heritage - Native American

Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance
1942-1945

1945-1964

Significant Dates
1942

Significant Person
Del E. Webb (1899-1975)

Cultural Affiliation
Japanese American

Mohave

Chemehuevi

Hopi

Navajo

Euro-American

Architect/Builder
Del E. Webb Construction Co.

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

War Relocation Authority

Office of Indian Affairs

Japanese American Internees
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Narrative Statement of Significance

As one of ten relocation centers where Japanese géamarivere interned during World War I, the Poston
Relocation Center qualifies for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A, B, C, and D. It meets
Criterion A, as a property “associated with events the¢ Imaade a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history,” for its association with the Japanese Ara@rRelocation, an infamous episode in our history in
which some 120,000 innocent Americans, most of them ¢iti8ens, were incarcerated for their ethnicity without
trial. With standing structures and integrity of locatisetting, association, materials, feeling, design, and
workmanship, Poston conveys this era of government-spethprejudice and racism. But in another way, Poston
is also a monument to the capacity of government to reevaluate and reform its own policies. In 1982, the
government itself determined that prejudice, wartimgtdnya, and politics all contributed to the relocatfon.
President Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberietsof 1988 which provided redress for Japanese Americans,
and the following year President George H. W. Bigshied a formal apology from the U.S. government.

Poston can also be considered significant under Gritékias a monument to the Colorado River Indian Tribes’
eventual establishment of legal sovereignty over their land. The Relocation Center’s placement on the Colorado
River Indian Reservation, against the Tribes’ wishaghllghts the fact that théapanese American internment

was not the first time the U.S. government sought towligalethnic or cultural differences by confinement of a
whole population. The Poston Relocation Center was panredDffice of Indian Affairs’ (OIA) plan to open the
Colorado River Indian Reservation to other tribes for “colonization.” Reuse of the Poston center, mainly by Hopi
and Navajo families recruited by the OIA (which becaneeBhbreau of Indian Affairs), resulted in the four-tribe
composition of the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) today. The CRIT Council challenged the authority of the
BIA to dictate reservation use and land distributiord kegal title to the reservation was settled in 1964 in favor

of the tribes?

Poston is also significant under Criterion B for its assam with Del Webb, the contractor who built the

relocation center. Although the Del E. Webb Constructiom@any was already one of the largest in Arizona by

the start of World War Il, the construction of haugsfor 20,000 people within a few months was the biggest
challenge Webb’s company had faced up until that timeatrg an entire city, with roads, utilities, and public
buildings, as well as houses, on previously barren land foreshadowed the kind of project that would make the
company famou¥ Organizing the 5,000 workers hired for the job was a logistical feat that helped prepare Webb
for future mass-construction projects that provided housing to meet the post-World War Il demand. Del Webb is
most famous for the creation of Sun City, a senaog-development, but his company is now the largest
homebuilder in the United States.

The Poston Relocation Center qualifies for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C in that it
embodies “the distinctive characteristics of a type guemr method of construction ...[or] that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose componentslatkyindividual distinction .” In their overall layout

12 Lane Ryo Hirabayashi and James Hirabayashi, “A Regeration of the United States Military’s Role in the
Violation of Japanese-American Citizenship Rights,Ethnicity and Waredited by Winston A.Van Horne and Thomas V.
Tonnesen (University of Wisconsin, American Ethnic Stu@iesrdinating Committee, Milwaukee, 1984), pp. 87-110, and
U.S. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of CivilRessonal Justice Denigivil Liberties Public
Education Fund and the UniversifWashington Press, Seattle, 1982).

BRuth Y. Okimoto Sharing a Desert Home: Life on the ColoradedRilndian Reservation, Poston, Arizona, 1942-
1945(News from Native California, Berkeley, 2001), p. 15.

14 Margaret FinnertyDel Webb: A Man, A Compariiieritage Books, Flagstaff, Arizona, 1991), p. 43, and Del Webb
Corporation, Company History (http://wwidelwebb.com/About/History.aspx, 2006).
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and design, the three Poston camps embody the distinctivectéristics of standard WRA plans. Elements of the
original road grid are still visible, and the remaining foundations are clearly oriented to the grid. In addition, the
surviving buildings illustrate the style and method of turedion used at the relocation center, reflecting standard
military architecture. Equally important, Poston exhidigsiations from the standard WRA designs, in internee-
constructed buildings with design features from traditional Japanese architgcture.

The Poston Relocation Center qualifies for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion D, because it
“may be likely to yield information important in pristory or history.” With scattered archaeological deposits
throughout the area, the National Register District hasnpiat to provide more information about how, in their
everyday lives, people coped with ethnic-based confinement.

PERIODS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first period of significance is from 1942, when thetBio Relocation Center was constructed, to 1945, when

it was closed. The World War 1l significance of the PoReiocation Center is clarified and enhanced by the
redress movement of the 1980s, which reexamined tleed&i®n in light of the U.S. Constitution and basic
American values. The second period of significance extends from 1945 until 1964, for Poston’s association with
the Colorado River Indian Tribes’ vindication of their tribal sovereignty.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Poston Relocation Center National Register Dis#rigignificant in the areas of Architecture, Military and
Social History, Politics, Government and Law, Asithnic Heritage, Native American Ethnic Heritage, and
Community Planning & Developmetft.

Architecture

Poston exemplifies standard World War Il military aretture in the two remaining hospital buildings, the

partial warehouse, the sewage treatment plant, arldytbet of Parker warehouses, as well as in the general
design of the three relocation center units. The Posttot&®n Center is distinctive among all the relocation
centers for its large number of surviving internee-tuiitdings: the Poston 1 elementary school, the machine
shop, and the paint shop. Poston also illustrates thepm@dion of Japanese architectural elements in the adobe
buildings at the Poston 1 Elementary School, an unconventional merging of Asian and southwestern U.S.
traditions.

Military and Social History

Representing an unprecedented movement and incarceratibizeris and legal residents, Poston is associated

with an unusual aspect of military history: the militaontrol of civilians (Historic Photograph 10). In the weeks
leading up to the Relocation, General John L. DeWidt,commander of the Western Defense Command and the
U.S. 4th Army, identified what he perceived as aarimal threat to national security. Through Presidential

Executive Order 9066, DeWitt secured the authorifetoove Japanese Americans from their homes and place
them in temporary assembly centers, like Poston, which eventually became a long-term relocation center. Today,
some of DeWitt's statements justifying the relocationrsl so absurd they would be comical, if not for the
relocation’s profoundly damaging effect on the Japanese American population. For example, his logic in arguing

15 Tanaka, op. cit.

16 Breckenridge, S. Curtis, Jeffery F. Burton, and MarnyFstrrell, Japanese Americans in World War 11: A National
Historic Landmark Theme Study (National Historic Landm&lsvey, National Park Service, Washington, D.C., 2004
[draft]). p. 42.
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that the Japanese Americans would be treasonous seems @rWiklBavery fact that no sabotage has taken place
to date is a disturbing and confirminglication that such action will be take.”

Even at the time, several advisors to President Robbsintuding Army General Mark Clark, argued against the
relocation. The military’s support of the relocation, even though it diverted manpower and resources away from
productive facets of the war effort, can be explained imntgrms of social history. DeWitt was personifying
long-held ethnic prejudices prevalent throughout sociEtgse prejudices originated in the late nineteenth

century and were exacerbated by the general saadad@nomic insecurity of the 1930s. Poston illustrates the
story of the treatment of minority populations on the adront during World War Il, as part of the general

history of minorities in the United States, and as part of the history of civil rights in the country.

As the relocation center that generated the most draft resisters, Poston also illustrates how the country’s social
consciousness evolved, within a period of only 2% y&sisters generally did not oppose the draft, in itself, but
hoped their opposition to it would allow them to protest the internment in court; many would have gladly served
in the military if their families were released from the camdirst, this protest fell on deaf ears: the first Poston
resisters were sentenced to 3 years in federal priséprinof 1944. As the courts and the country as a whole

grew to understand the unfairness of the internment, attitbdesgjed: the last Poston resisters, who were tried in
October of 1946, were fined one cent each and released.

Politics, Government and Law

As one of ten “Relocation Centers,” Poston is a physaralnder of the fragility of the U.S. Constitution, and the
potential for the federal government to forsake civil rightsthe time, the incarceration of United States citizens
and lawful permanent residents, without charges, witeeigience, without trial, and in violation of every basic
constitutional right, was justified as a military necess$tyston, along with the other relocation centers, embodies
the political and cultural idea that safety and securitybeafound only in segregation and confinement of those
perceived to be dangerous mainly because they dfer&tit.” This idea occasionally resurfaces in spite of its
inconsistency with important and basic American idstdted in the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution. However, even as the Relocation Centers b&ing constructed, dlfederal government lacked
evidence that the internment was warranted, and irtfaanost credible evidea available to the military
suggested it was not. A concrete result of West Guagidice and wartime hysteria, Poston illustrates the role
that local and regional political pressures can play in Federal decisions.

Poston also illustrates government policies and practices: Poston differs from other WRA camps in the intense
and active involvement of the Office of Indian Affairs (OIA, today’s Bureau of Indian Affairs), which wanted to
use internee labor to develop the agricultural potential of the Colorado River Indian ResétVatitimer, the
placement of the Poston Relocation Center within the Raisen, without the Tribes’ consent, is emblematic of

the problematical relationship between the Federal governamel Indian tribes. At Poston, the sovereignty of

the Colorado River Indian Tribes was undermined by wédrtioned officials of the Office of Indian Affairs.

The Tribes’ Poston experience suggests that thehawever, can eventually prevail: in a court case finally
decided in 1964, the Tribes’ right to control their own land was affirmed.

7 Ibid., p. 44.

18 Donald H. Estes, The Road to Poston: A Brlistorical Summary (Poston Restoration Project,
www.postonproject.org/assets/nikkeisummary.pdf/, 2006).
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Asian Ethnic Heritage

Poston is a physical symbol of the prejudice and idnscation that Japanese immigrants experienced, which
culminated in the relocation. In fact, Chen and®@entend that recognition of the physical places where
internment occurred is integral to this part of JapaA@serican history. Geographic place, they argue, “had long
served as a secure anchor to stabilize personal idantitpffer a sense of security in the face of everyday
racism.® Thedislocation of the Relocation, then, causedpture of identity, sometimes disguised in the

personal narratives that end happily with a return to home and freedom. Places like Poston, with their physical
remains, can reify the trauma that needs to beeaddd in order to achieve personal and political ch@nge.

Nevertheless, even in the face of discriminationyivges maintained aspects of diagse culture and values, still
evident in the architectural details at the Postoreirteintary School. The presence of scattered trash suggests that
Poston may have potential to examine the resurgeint@panese American culeufrom an archeological

perspective, too; archaeological studies at othecaéitin centers have providl@seful information about

ethnicity, confinement, and identify.

19 Fu-jen Chen and Su-lin Yu, “Reclaiming the SouthwasEraumatic Space in the Japanese American Internment
Narrative,”Journal of the Southwe4¥ (2005), pp. 551-570.

20 |pid, p. 559.

21 |bid.

22 3ee Jeffery F. Burton, Three Farewells to ManzanarATFtieeology of Manzanar NatiohHistoric Site, California
(Western Archeological and Conservation Center Publication in Anthrop@dgMational Park Service, Tucson, Arizona,
1996), Ethnicity and Confinement: The Imprisonment of dapa Americans in Arizona During World War Il (Paper
presented at the Second Conference on Research in @ofitieona National Parks, Tucson, Arizona, 1997), Fate of
Things: Archeological Investigations thie Minidoka Relocation Center Dumyéstern Archeological and Conservation
Center Publications in Anthropolo@p, 2005), Archeological Investigationstla¢ Administration Block and Entrance Area,
Manzanar Relocation Center (Western Archaeological amdé&vation Center, Tucson, Arizona, 2005); Jeffery F. Burton,
Bergstresser and Anna Tamura, Archeology at the Gateeglafical Investigations at the Entrance of the Minidoka
Relocation Center, Minidoka Internment National Monumenti@idal Park Service, Tucson, 2003); Jeffery F. Burton, and
Mary M. Farrell, This is Minidoka: An Archeological &y of Minidoka Internment National Monument, IdaN@estern
Archeological and Conservation Center Publications in Anthropo8figyNational Park Service, Tucson, 2001); Richard F.
Carrillo and David Killam, Camp Amache (5PW48): A Class téisive Field Survey of the Granada Relocation Center,
Powers County, Colorado (Cuartelejo HP Associatesubta,]Colorado, and RMC Consultants, Lakewood, Colorado,
2004); Richard W. Effland and Margerie Green, Cultural ResoAssessment for the Gila River Farms Indian Community,
GRIC. (Archaeological Consulting Services, Ltd., PhoeAigzona, 1983); Sheri Murray Ellis, Site Documentation and
Management Plan for the Topaz Relocation Center, Miltardnty, Utah (SWCA Environmental Consultants, Salt Lake
City, Utah, 2002); Thomas K. Larson, Dori M. Pennychéiel Andrews, and James O. Rose, Cultural Resources
Investigations at the Heart Mountain Relocation Center, Wiygrti?aper presented at the Society for Historic Archaeology
28th Annual Conference on Historical and Underwater ArdbggpWashington, D.C., 1995); Dori M. Penny, Thomas K.
Larson, Jim C. Miller, and Keith H. Dueholm, Results @fudtural Resource Inventory of Five Bureau of Reclamation
Parcels in Park County, Wyoming (Bureau of Reclamatitontana Project Office, Billings, 1990); James O. Rose, An
Assessment of the Heart Mountain Relocation Center, Park County, Wyoming (Bureau of Reclamation, Montana Project
Office, Billings, 1992); Monique Sawyer-Lang, Recovery afd#ional Information from the Gila River Farms Expansion
Area: A Study of a Japanese-American Relocation CeGtétural Resources RepdsB. Archaeological Consulting
Services, Ltd, 1989); Mary Sullivan, Monique Sawyer-Langhgid W. Effland Jr., and Magge Green, An Archaeological
Survey of the Gila River Farms Expansion, Pinal Coulatizona (Archaeological Consulting Services, Ltd., 1987); and
James M. Welch, Robert G. Rosenberg, and Michael A.,N&aks Il Cultural Resource Inventory of Shoshone Municipal
Water Supply Project, Park and Big Horn Counties, Wyoming (Frontier Archaeology, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 1988).
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Native American Ethnic Heritage

The Poston Relocation Center National Register Disthirt symbolizes an important episode in the Colorado

River Indian Tribes’ history. As Jay Cravath of the CRIT Education Department expldiesQffice of Indian

Affairs (OIA) had justified placing the relocation cemé¢ Poston over the objections of the Colorado River

Indian Tribes by contending that the relocation center would benefit not only the Mohaves and Chemehuevis, but
also other tribes from tributaries of the Colorado Ridapanese Americans would provide the labor necessary to
complete the irrigation systems promised to theé&ilyhen the reservation was established. Once the Japanese
Americans left, the OIA began their Colonization Pldowever, the CRIT objected to this usurping of their
sovereignty, and challenged the OIA’s authority to distribute reservation land to other tribes in court.

Community Planning & Development

On a practical level, the entire Poston Relocation Cémntan example of community planning and development.
Intended to be self-sufficient, Poston included residendfises, warehouses, factories, and agricultural fields.
Many necessary facilities were missing from the origitesign, such as schools, churches, stores, and
barbershops, but internees retrofitted relocation centerihgsldor new functions azonstructed new buildings

to fill their needs. Some of the agricultural facilities built by the internees to support the camp are still in use.
Other facilities, like the now-abandoned Hog Farroyfite examples of features not well represented in
historical or archaeological survey records in Arizéha.

On a theoretical level, Poston was the site ohisitee social sciences applied to community planning and
development, although the community in question was aalificcreated by force rather than by choice. The

Navy, Office of Indian Affairs, and the War Relo@atiAuthority jointly sponsored applied psychology and

social anthropology research at the Poston Relocation Canperrt to help in the administration of the center,

and in part to provide information on general admiat&in in occupied areas (especially Japan) once the war

was over?® The relocation centers never became the free, model farming communities envisioned by the WRA'’s
first director, but at least the frustration, fear, aryxiand anger produced by confinement are well documéhted.
The fact that the Assistant Project Director listeneithése researchers to avoid the escalation of tensions during
the strike of November 1942 indicates their influence and effectiveness.

The association of Poston with Del Webb, the contrachar constructed the relocati center, illustrates another
facet in the history of community planning and develepmWebb's work at Poston gave him experience in a
massive construction project with an extremely acceldrtinetable. The Poston structures, with an expected
temporary use-life, were primitive compared to thedesun Webb's later developments, and the roads, water
system, and sewage treatment plants were designeektonmmimal military requirements. However, Poston did
exemplify some of the characteristics that Weblr lased to respond to the post-war demand for housing in
Arizona: rapid construction, efficient magement of a large work-force, expedient use of available materials, and
concurrent construction of infrastructure. For egbanafter the war Webb built the first frame-and-stucco

z Jay Cravath, Poston Restoration Project Welpaev.postonproject.org/generalHistory/crit2.htm, 2006)

24 Michael Sullivan and Carol GriffittDown in the Dumps: Context Statement and Guidance on Historical-period
Waste Management and Refuse Dep@Sitstributions from the SHPO Advisory Committee on Historical Archaeology
State Historic Preservation Officehoenix, Arizona, 2005). p. 38.

25 | eighton, op. cit.
% see, for example, Richard S. Nishimdtwside an American Concentration Camp: Japanese American Resistence at

Poston, Arizonalniversity of Arizona Press, Tucson, 1995)ddorothy S.,Thomas and Richard Nishimdtbe Spoilage:
Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement During World \({amillersity of California Press, Berkeley, 1969).
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housing development in Tucson, at a much lower cast ttaditional adobe, block, or brick. At Sun City, he
constructed buildings for grocery stores and other ces\vat the same time as houses, so the community could be
self-contained from its start. Although an ignominious model, Poston is in some respects a prototype for the large
housing developmentsilsbeing built today.

HISTORIC BACKGROUND

In 1942, some 120,000 Japanese Americans were foraadHher homes in California, southern Arizona, and
western Oregon and Washington in the single largesedorelocation in United States history. Most of these
internees, three-quarters of them U.S. citizens, wowdddsthe next three years in one of the ten “Relocation
Centers” across the country run by the newly-formed Ré&ocation Authority (WRA). The Relocation Centers
were located in remote areas, on Federal or tribal pmeviously considered too dry or too swampy for
development. Since all Japanese Americans on the Wast @ere affected, including the elderly, women, and
children, Federal officials attempted to conduct the naasecarceration in a humane manner. However, by the
time the last internees were released in 1946, the Japanese Americans had lost homes and businesses estimated |
be worth, in today’s values, 4 to 5 billion dollars.|&erious effects on Japanese American individuals, their
families, and their communities were immeasurable.

The history of Anti-Asian prejudice in the American West provides important background for understanding why
the United States government decided to remove Japanesgcans from the West Coast at the start of World

War Il. The cultural and economic forces that led toathi-Japanese feelings are discussed in detail by Dahiels,
and summarized here. Anti-Asian prejudices, especially in California, began as anti-Chinese feelings. Chinese
immigration to the U.S. began about the same time as the California gold rush of 1849. During the initial phases
of the economic boom that accompanied the gold rusine€h labor was needed and welcomed. However, soon
white workingmen began to consider the Chined® im 1870 comprised about 10 percent of California’s
population, as competitors. This economic competition ha@ased after the completion of the trans-continental
Union-Central Pacific Railroad in 1869, which hadptmged around 10,000 Chinese laborers. Chinese labor was
cheap labor, and this economic grievance became amigeof Asian inferiority similar to existing American

racial prejudices. Discrimination became legislatelodih the state and federal level, including a Chinese
immigration exclusion bill passed in 1882 by the U.S. Congress.

The experiences of Chinese immigrants foreshadahesk of Japanese immigrants, who began arriving about

the same time the Chinese exclusion bill was passed. Anti-Japanese movements began shortly after Japanese
immigration began, arising from existing anti-Asfejudices. However, the anti-Japanese movement became
widespread around 1905, due both to increasing immigration and the Japanese victory over Russia, the first defeat
of a western nation by an Asian nation in moderregnDiscrimination included the formation of anti-Japanese
organizations, such as the Asiatic Exgibn League, school segregation, and a growing number of violent attacks
upon individuals and businesses.

In 1913, California passed the Alien Land Law which prohibited the ownership of agricultural land by “aliens
ineligible to citizenship.” In 1920, a stronger Alien Land Act prohibited leasing and sharecropping as well. Both
laws were based on the presumption that Asians weresaitieligible for citizenship, which in turn stemmed

from a narrow interpretation of the naturalization statilihe statute had been rewritten after the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution to permit naturalizatiofwdiite persons” and “aliens of African descent.” This
exclusionism, clearly the intent of Congress, was legitimized by the Supreme Court in 1921, when it denied
citizenship to Takao Ozawa, even though, as the Sep@ourt decision read, he had “continuously resided in

2 Roger DanielsConcentration Camps, North America: Japanese in the United States and Canada During World War
Il (Krieger, Malabar, Florida, 1989).
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the United States for 20 years. He was a graduate &dtley, Cal., high school, had been nearly three years a
student in the University of California, had educdtedchildren in American schools, his family had attended
American churches and he had maintained the ugedinglish language in his home. That he was well

gualified by character and education for citizenship is conceded.”

Therefore, Japanese immigrants (“Issei”) remained al@mren if they settled permanently in the United States.
However, the second generation (“Nisei”) were citizens b 6o parents would often acquire land in the names
of their children. The Immigration Act of 1924 prohibitdtfarther Japanese immigration, with the side effect of
making a very distinct generation gap between the Issei and Nisei.

World War |l

After Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 18d Justice Department organized the arrests of 3,000
people whom it considered “dangerous” enemy alibal,of whom were Japanese. Of the Japanese, those

arrested included community leaders who were involved in Japanese organizations and religious groups. Evidence
of actual subversive activities was not a prerequisite for arrest. At the same time, the bank accounts of all Issei
(classified as enemy aliens) and all accounts in Agaetbranches of Japanese banks were frozen. These two

actions paralyzed the Japanese American community bivihepit of both its leadership and financial assets. In

late January 1942 many of the Japanese arrested bystiwe Idepartment were transferred to internment camps

in Montana, New Mexico, and North Dakota.

Politicians called for the mass incarceration of peopliapinese ancestry in Hawaii and on the West Coast. A
common sentiment was expressed by Hearst syndicaigdrust Henry McLemore, who wrote in January of
1942:

I am for immediate removal of every Japanese otWthset Coast to a point deep in the interior.
I don’'t mean a nice part of the interior eitherréHeem up, pack ‘em off and give ‘em the inside
room in the badlands. Let ‘ebe pinched, hurt, hungry and desglagainst it. Personally, | hate
the Japanese. And that goes for all of ti&m.

In Hawaii, the military resisted this idea: one-third of the Hawaiian population was of Japanese ancestry and the
military did not have enough soldiers to guarenthor enough ships to send them to the mairakthre

importantly, their labor was crucial to thailian and military economy of the islanéfsn the end, fewer than

1,500 Japanese Americans from Hawaii (out of a populafid0,000) were confined and eventually removed

to the mainland.

The Japanese American population on the West Coast suffene indiscriminate discrimination. Lt. General

John L. DeWitt, the commander of the Western Defense Command and the U.S. 4th Army, at first recommended
that only male enemy aliens over 14 years of age be removed from sensitive areas on the West Coast and held at
detention centers inland. Howewar February 11, DeWitt submitted his final recommendations in which he

called for the removal of all Japanese, native-born as well as alien, and “other subversive persons” from the entire

28 Editorial by Henry McLemore titled “This Is War! St¥jgorrying About Hurting Jap Feelings” (Seattle Times,
January 30, 1942).

2 Michi Weglyn,Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Cédipsow Quill, New York,
1976), pp. 87-88.

30 Roger DanielsPrisoners Without Trial: Japanese Americans in World W#&HIll and Wang, New York,1993).
p. 48.
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area lying west of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Mouft&esVitt justified this broad-scale removal on
“military necessity” stating “the Japanese race is an emao®/ and “the very fact that no sabotage has taken
place to date is a disturbing and confirming indication that such action will be tal@eshite opposition by

U.S. Attorney General Francis Biddle, the Japanese American Citizens League, and U.S. Army General Mark
Clark, on February 19, 1942, President Roosevelt sigmedutive Order 9066, authorizing the Secretary of War

to prescribe military areas in such places amslich extent as he or the appropriate Military
Commander may determine, from which any or all persons may be excluded, and with respect to
which, the right of any person to enter, rémia, or leave shall be subject to whatever

restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Commander may impose in his
discretion. The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for residents of any such area
who are excluded therefrom, such transportation, food, shelter, and other accommodations as may
be necessary in the judgment of the Secretary of War or said Military Commarider ... .

Following the signing of Executive Order 9066, Americidizens and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry living
in the designated exclusion areas were orderedattuate their homes and businesses and report to temporary
assembly centers located at fairgrounds, horse racetrackestteer make-shift facilities. Living conditions at the
assembly centers were chaotic and squalid. Existingibgddvere used, and supplemented with temporary
“theater of operations”-type army barracks, buildings divided into five rooms. These barracks were originally
designed for temporary use by combat soldiersfarotlies with small children or elderly people.

At racetracks converted to assembly centers, stabldsdeedhastily cleaned obéfore their use as living

guarters, but the stench remained. Still, the conversddiest were described as “somewhetter shelter than the

newly constructed mass-fabricated housé®rivacy at the assembly centers was next to non-existent, with
communal lavatories and mess halls and thin walls ibdnecks. Families were crowded into small apartments,
usually 20 by 20 feet. Shortages of food and other material and deplorable sanitation were common at many of the
centers®

To reduce the diversion of soldiers from combatydiah organization, the War Relocation Authority (WRA),

had been created on March 19, 1942. While the militAfestime Civilian Control Administration (WCCA) was
responsible for moving people out of the exclusi@aarand temporarily housing them in assembly centers, the
WRA was charged with providing for a more long-term sofu Milton S. Eisenhower, then an official of the
Department of Agriculture, was chosen to head theAWHEsenhower initially hoped that many of the internees,
especially citizens, could be resettled quickly. He expected that internees could be either directly released from
the assembly centers and sent back to civilian life away from the military areas, or sent to small unguarded
subsistence farms.

31 30hn Hersey, “A Mistake of Terrifically Horrible Proportions,"Ntanzanar: Commentary by John Hersey,
Photographs by Ansel Adanisy John Armor and Peter Wright (Times Books, New York, 1988), p. 43.

3 |bid., p. 44.

= Roger Daniels, The Decision to Relocate the Japakmseicans (Krieger, Malabar, Florida, 1975), pp. 113- 114;
and National Japanese American Historical Society, Japanese American Internment Curriculum
(http://bss.sfsu.edu/internment/executiorder9066.html, 1992).

34 carey McWilliams, “Moving the West Coast Japanebtipers Magazinerol. 185 (1942), p. 361.

= Weglyn, op. cit., pp. 80-82.
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However, after meeting with the governors and otfffécials from ten western states on April 7, Eisenhower
realized that anti-Japanese racism was not confm&alifornia. Governors did not want any Japanese
Americans in their states, and if any came, they ghtitem kept under guard. Eisenhower was forced to accept
the idea of keeping both the Issei and Nisei in cdimpihe duration of the war. The idea of incarcerating
innocent people bothered him so much, however hthagsigned in June 1942. He recommended his successor,
Dillon S. Myer, but advised Myer to take the position only “if you can do the job and sleep afhight.”

By June, there was a growing realization that life withim centers would be difficult and demoralizing even if

all physical facilities were adequéafeFurther, the ostensible rationdiée the Japanese Agrican evacuation

faltered after the defeat of Japan in the Battle afvixiy, June 4-7, 1942, because it became clear that a Japanese
invasion of the West Coast was unlikely if not impossibithough by then it was consided too late to reverse

the evacuation, Myer conceived of a generous lealieypto help Japanese Americafrelocate” to non-sensitive
areas in the West, Midwest, and Edstence the long-term internmenthtions were euphemistically called
“Relocation Centers,” although other terms, includicgncentration camps,” were also commonly used.

Over 300 possible sites were reviewed for suitability for the relocation centers; primary consideration was given
to locations with railroad access and agricultural potefitiite selection was made by the WRA, but site
acquisition was left to the War Department. The assen#iters at Manzanar and Poston were redesignated
relocation centers and eight new sites in seven statesselected. The relocation centers were primarily on
unused or underutilized federal lands. All were in splgrpopulated areas, making them some of the largest
“communities” in their respective states.

Poston, officially designated the Colorado Riverr\Ralocation Center, was on the Colorado River Indian
Reservation, which had been established in 1865 éoMibhaves and the Chemehuevis. Representatives from
these and other Colorado River area tribes had met wah&shPoston, the Superintendent of Arizona'’s Indian
Agency, to negotiate for a reservation. They agreedetogbervation lands in excharfge aboriginal lands being
relinquished, provided that the government build an irrigation sy8teni867 Congress authorized the
expenditure of $50,000 to constructiaigation canal on the Colorado River Indian Reservation, making this the
first federally funded irrigation project in the United Stdfddowever, the irrigation system promised by the

% Dillon S. Myer,Uprooted Americans: The Japanese AmericansthedVar Relocation Authority During World War
Il (University of Arizona Press, Tucson,1971), p. 3.

37 Page SmithDemocracy on Trial: The Japanese American Evacuation and Relocation in World {8andh and
Schuster, New York, 1995), p. 222.

38 |bid., p. 220.
*Ibid., p. 223.

40 Milton Thomas Madden, “A Physical History of the Jagse Relocation Camp Located at Rivers, Arizona” (Master's
Thesis, History Department, Univéysof Arizona, Tucson, 1969), pp. 23-25.

a1 Jay CravathColorado River Indian Reservation Historical Summary (www.postonproject.org/generalHistory/crit.htm,
2006).

42 Jessica R. Aberly and The Law Office of Daniel Haédr “Ten Tribes Partnership,” Colorado River Water Users
Association web site (www.crwuagicolorado_river/tentribes.htm, 2006).
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government was delayed, and disease, famine, egotfiailares, and population decline plagued the
community?®?

With the construction of Parker dam, completed985, and the completion of Headgate Rock dam in 1941,

water from the Colorado River was available for adtizal development. The WRA and the Office of Indian

Affairs (OIA, precursor to today’s Bureau of Indian Aff) believed that the relocation center could provide the
labor necessary to help in this developnféiihe WRA would pay for the operation of the internment camp, and

the OIA would hire the Poston Japanese Ameraetainees to work on the irrigation syst&rthe Colorado

River Indian Reservation Tribal Council opposed the use of their land for a relocation center, on the grounds that
they did not want to participate in inflicting the sameeayf injustice as they had suffered (Historical Photograph
11). However, the tribe was overruled by the Army #redOIA. In a verbal agement the WRA turned over
administration of the center to the OIA.

Poston was named after Charles Poston, the first Supeténtfor Indian Affairs in Arizona. La Paz County is a
fairly recent political entity; during World War 1l the Poston area was part of Yuma County. The Poston
Relocation Center consisted of three separate cantonmeinteexmile intervals. Known officially as Poston 1, 2,
and 3, the internees nicknamed them Roaston, ToastoDuwstoin. Guard towers were not constructed at Poston,
as they were at the other relocation centers; here they were considered unnecessary because of the isolated
location, in the desert at the end of a road.

Construction on Poston 1 begsliarch 27, 1942, with the contractor Del W later of Sun City fame (Historic
Photograph 12). Webb had a coustion job in progress at Blythe, and when he got the contract to build the
relocation center he diverted his crew to Paéth equipment brought up from Blythe, the initial ground
clearing was done in one day. Webb already had a large work force mobilized for military contracts; in March
1941 he had begun construction of thietfbuilding at what is now Luke Air Force Base. However, the Poston
Relocation Center was Webb's biggest challenge up to that time.

Using 5,000 workers on a double work shift, Poston 1 wasptaied in less than three weeks. The pine specified
for construction was in short supply, so heart rolivwas substituted. When the redwood shrunk much more
than expected, millions of feet of thin wostlips had to be ordered to fill the craékBecause of the heat in
Arizona, the standard tarpaper barracks constructiomedsfied so that the buildings had double roofs. A new
contract was awarded to Webb to céetg two additional units (that is, bwild Poston 2 and 3) within 120 days
(Historical Photograph 13).The pace of construction did not slow dovat Poston 3, on May 19, 1942, workers
set a record, constructing 16 buildings in 22 mintjtes.

43 Cravath, op. cit.

44 Bailey, op. cit., p.80.

> Estes, op. cit.

46 Finnerty, op. cit.

" Einnerty, op. cit.

“8 Fred Clark, Photo caption “Poston,iAr- (Site #3) — Workmen getting drinks after record breaking erection of 16

buildings in 22 minutes at this War Relocation Center faceees of Japanese ancest{Bancroft Library, Berkeley,
1942).
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The relocation center began operation May 8, 1942, with the arrival of 11 Japanese-American volunteers. Within
days there were 250 more volunteers, who cleaneddipr@pared the barracks for the arrival of over 7,000
internees over the next three we&kEhe maximum population for all three cantonments was 17,814, reached in
September 2, 1942 Poston was the largest relocation center ircthintry, and the third largest city in Arizona,

after Phoenix and Tucson. Over 11,000 internees were sent to Poston directly from their homes; the rest were
transferred from the Mayer, Salinas, Santa Anita, andd@ile assembly centers, or from Department of Justice
internment and detention facilities (Tables 2). Oveeiitdre span of occupation, Poston housed 19,534 internees,
including almost 800 babies born in the center, and 239 internees from southern Arizona (Fable 3).

In addition to cultivating the fields of the relocatioenter, internees helped tBelorado River Indian Tribes

with the cotton harvest. Because therk was near Poston, even high school students and boy scouts were
enlisted>® Seasonal leave was commonly granted to internees to help meet the labor shortages caused by the war.
Japanese Americans were recruited from Assembly Cantersbefore the relocation centers were established:

1,500 were at work in fields by tlead of June, and 10,000 by mid-Octotéroung men from Poston went to

Utah, Nebraska, Idaho, and Colorado to help in havasspite of sub-standard housing, long working hours,

and racial discrimination, many internees describet seasonal leave work as a positive experience because it
allowed a sense of freedom not attainable in the relocation céhters.

The three camps were administered by the Office ohmdiffairs (OIA), under contract with the WRA until the

OIA officially turned over the administration of ton to the WRA on December 31, 1943. The extra layer of
bureaucracy created by this arrangement increasedpedciused delays in acquisition of materials, and

provided internees and staff with confiligy regulations. Some of the temsiin the camp was generated by the
different visions each agency had for the future of the camp: OIA director John Collier had given a speech about
his plans for the long-term development of Poston ddianese American residents shortly before WRA director
Dillon Myer gave a speech about the new policy of mgvhternees out of the center into non-restricted areas in
the Midwest and East.It was not clear if internees should workingprove conditions at Poston better or prepare

for departure.

Temperatures were extreme, with highs of over 125decbin the summer and lows below 30 in the wirfter.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Poston reported an all-time high of 145 degrees on July TRVDHEK2.

on the irrigation canals planned by the Office of IndMiiairs was slowed by the high temperatures and dust, as
well as shortage of equipment. Internees resentedingpok a project for OIA’s benefit when their own

49 Leighton, op. cit.

0 War Relocation AuthorityThe Evacuated People, A Quantitative Descrip{@novernment Printing Office,
Washington, D.C., 1946).
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residential areas were not finished. Nevertheles&ugust of 1942 there were some 700 internees working on
irrigation-related project¥.

By the fall of 1942 heating stoves had not yet bestailed, so barracks and offices were unheated, and
extremely cold without wallboard or insulationtdmees huddled around makeshift bonfires within each block
for warmth. In addition, promised clothing and clathiallowances had not been delivered, and salaries had not
been paid. A strike initiated by adobe workers was settitdthe promise of a timely distribution of back pay.

However, the physical conditions at the camp remailiiidult, and morale was poor. The administration was

seen as curtailing the power of the internees’esgmtative council, misappropriating supplies meant for

internees, and fomenting paranoia by soliciting infaromeabout so-called troublemakers. The first of these
problems arose from a WRA rule that the Issei, the traditional leaders of the Japanese American community, as
enemy aliens were not allowed to participate ingaelf-government. Poston’s Community Council, therefore,

was composed entirely of Nisei, most of whom were young and inexperienced. The Issei Advisory Board was
formed in August, 1942, to bring Issei into the dexriginaking process, but the lack of power granted to this

group increased tensions. The Nisei-run Community Coandilthe Issei Advisory Board clashed, and people

seen as informers or lackeys for thenamistration were physically attacké&l.

Given the discontent, all that was needed was a spathdaenter to come close to open revolt. In November
1942 a suspected informer was beaten and administration officials arrested two Kibei men. Contending that the
arrests were unfair and illegal, workers went on siiké&ovember 19th to demand that the arrested men be
released, and the police station was picketed. The admiimistsaresponse to the strike is described in detail by
Alexander Leighton, a naval commander who had been assigned to Poston as a social'Sthenéissistant
director, in charge during the director’s absence, egsigtcommendations from some of his staff to call in the
military to break the strike, and negotiated with #sdiers of the protest. One of the two arrested men was
released for lack of evidence againghhirhe Project Director and Associate Director returned to Poston and met
with the Emergency Executive Council, composed of bexthi and Nisei, and the suspect, who requested a trial
rather than an unconditional release based on the internees’ géfittenstrike ended peacefully on November

24, when a compromise settlement was reached by the director and members of the internees’ Emergency
Executive Council. The Administration agreed to reskyffbs to ensure better work distribution and improve
efficiency. A workable self-government would inclutthe older Isseis, and the internees would assume the
responsibility of policing the comuamity and ending gang beatintsSThe suspect was released on his own
recognizance and the case was turned over to the ttdnédy, who later declined to prosecute the case.

Although it arose from deep-seated frustrations and resepttherstrike incident served to improve internal
cohesion at Poston. The Nisei and the Issei had waoigether during the strikeegotiations, and continued to
do so. The Council, from which Issei were excluded byAyRlicy, collaborated with the Issei Advisory Board

%8 Okimoto, op. cit., p. 14.
9 Estes, op. cit., p. 5.
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“and for all practical purposes the two bodies were onghe Isseis and Niseis worked together on equal terms
and in most cases managed to reach mutual agreeth@vitti new self-government, the Poston internees
worked together to improve conditions in Poston. Tiveye better able to disseminate information, reduce
juvenile delinquency, control gambliand drinking, secure nurses’ aids for the hospital, and find labor for the
completion of the adobe school buildings and other projfedsst of the administration staff who had advocated
a hard-line stance against the strikers soort4@#nsions slowly abated, and the internees and staff gradually
returned to their routines as conditions improved.

Nevertheless, life in all the relocation centers was diffiddtst of the internees haeén raised as U.S. citizens,
accustomed to the ideals of liberty and democracynaosl had achieved a good economic status, living in their
own homes, apartments, or farms. The flimsy bagacid public latrines and shower houses provided no privacy
and few conveniences. Those who were employed by the WRA in jobs critical to the operation of the relocation
center were paid $16-21 a month. The WRA employednlzge American doctors and nurses in the hospital, and
farmers at the farms, but many persons trainetifierent professions found themselves doing work they were

not accustomed to, like brush clearing or ditch digging. The community mess halls disrupted traditional family
life, and parents felt they were losing control of their children.

Additional problems arose when, in response tdipamd congressional criticism, the WRA attempted to
determine which of the internees were actually loyaih¢oUnited States with a poorly-worded questionnaire. The
guestionnaire had been developed by the Army to daterine loyalty of draft-age men. The WRA wanted to
use it to streamline the process of registering for finde leave clearance”; internees who received clearance
could go to work or school outside of the relocation centers, provided they did not return to the West Coast.
“Disloyals” would eventually be sent to Tule LaRelocation Center, which was converted to a maximum
security segregation center. The questionnaire aglspdbndents to list schools, jobs, residences, languages,
hobbies, and contacts in Japan, among other thingscdiitroversial questions were Numbers 27 and 28:

No. 27: Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States on combat duty,
wherever ordered?

No. 28: Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of America and faithfully

defend the United States from any and all attack by foreign or domestic forces, and foreswear any
form of allegiance or obedience to the JagsnEmperor, or any other foreign government,

power, or organization?

The first question was inappropriate for women and ttierii, and the questions were modified slightly for

females and Issel. Still, the second question was especially problematic for all. For the first generation of Japanese
Americans, who were not allowed to become Ameritinens, saying yes effectively left them without a

country. On the other hand, citizens and non-citizens aliieaiready felt loyal to the U.S. considered it to be a

trick question: if they said “yes,” they foreswear gigace to Japan, it would indicate they formerly did have
allegiance to Japan. Some wondered if a “yes” answer by young men would result in immediate conscription,
leaving their families behind in the relocation centeitiout the supplemental income and support provided by

the sons. Each family debated how to answer the questions. Many answered “no” in order to keep their families
together; others answered “no” to protest the relocation.

54 Leighton, op. cit., p. 223.
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The Loyalty Questionnaire was frustrating for manyrimées, who had not been able to prove their loyalty
through decades of exemplary living in the U.S., nor thraughths of applications for leave from the relocation
centers. Although the government considered those whoea@d\ino” to the two loyalty questions “disloyal,”
historian Daniel Collins, in a careful analysis of thgisgation crisis, concludes that “negative responses to the
loyalty questionnaires could more properly be attribitediscontent, fear, confusion, frustration, and
disillusionment than to disloyalty to the United Statgs.”

Early in 1942, Japanese American citizerese declared aliens not eligilfter the Armed Forces. Recruiters for

the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) happened to visit in November 1942, so their efforts to enlist Japanese
language speakers were hindered by the unrest associated with th¥ Btrike.spring of 1943, young Japanese
American male citizens were recruited for a segregated army unit. Over 200 young men from Poston volunteered
to enlist, but this number was less than half what the army had expected.

In January of 1944, it was announced that Japanese dansnvould be subject to the draft. Eric Mdfler
documents the complex and varied ways that Poston internees reacted to the draft. Although over 600 of the
internees did join the militar{f,over 100 young Poston men became “resisters of conscience,” one-third of the
resisters from all ten relocation centers combined. Muollgkes a good case that the scale of this resistence was
not due solely to the fact that Poston was the laagaap. Poston also had arguably the worst political climate of
any the centers, which increased interneeséntment of the government’s treatment of them. In addition, Poston
was one of the first relocation centers occupied: manlgeninternees came directly from their homes, rather than
from Assembly Centers, and Poston had a populationeaf7,000 internees by the end of May 1942. Not only
was the construction at Poston relocation center far from complete, the WRA had not clearly formulated its
policies. Further, conditions were exacerbated byexte level of bureaucracy and the contradictory messages
that arose from having the Office of Indian Affairs adisiier Poston under the ultimate authority of the WRA.

The first Poston resisters were sentenced to 3 yeéadanal prison in April of 1944; the last Poston resisters,
who had been released on bail and who were not tried until October of 1946, were fined one cent each and
released. Muller traces this discrepatmyghanges in the political situation and to the evolving legal
interpretations based on a growing understanding of the unfairness of intethmelt¢r considers the resisters
some of the most patriotic and optimistic of the inées) and for the most part, they answered “yes” to both
loyalty questions. Imbued with the lessons they learned in U.S. government and civics classes, the resisters
believed that by refusing to be drafted they woulcble to clarify their citizenship status in cofirt.
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It was not a draft resister but a young woman, Mitsuye Ehatbp ended up successfully challenging the
relocation in court. In December of 1944, the Supreme CouEndio v. United Statedlecided that loyal
internees could no longer be held in the Relocdfienters. On December 22, 1944, The War Department
revoked the civilian exclusion orders effective Janary945. The WRA announced that the centers would be
closed by December 31, 1945, and the WRA dissolved by June 1946.

As the Japanese American internees began leaving Ptmdnd|A decided that this was the time to move

forward with their “colonization” plan (Historic Photaph 14). According to the OIA plan, members of other
tribes along the Colorado River would be moved to the Colorado River Indian Reservation to help develop it. In
February 1945 The Colorado River Indian Tribal Cdluwas forced to sign Ordinance Number 5, which

provided that the reservation be divided into a 25,000Mdorthern Reserve for tribal members, and a Southern
Reserve for colonization by Walapai, Hopi, Apacheni, Papago, Havasupai, Quechan, and other Native
Americans, who would then become members of Colorado River Indian Reservatior*Trildday 1945, the

WRA released 2,000 acres of the relocation center to theé*X@A.September 1, 1945, the first Hopi colonists,

17 families totaling 78 people, were moved intoréieks at Poston 2, although over a thousand Japanese
Americans were still living ther€.The last Japanese American internees left Poston November 28/ 1945.

Navajo families began to arrive in 1947; many families lived in the Poston baft&tksever, the OIA’s
colonization program begged the question of who hejdl létle and ownership of the reservation. The Colorado
River Indian Reservation Tribes challenged the authofithe federal government to dictate land use on the
reservation, and legal title to the reservati@s\inally settled in 1964 in favor of the Trib@és.

The issue of the internment was also finally settlefhwor of the Japanese Americans. Forty years later, it was
discovered that the Justice Department had withheld evidence that the forced removal and internment of Japanese
Americans was unnecessdMA Federal commission determined thz internment was motivated racial

3 Mitsuye Endo was held at the Topaz Relocation Center in Utah.

" Cultural Systems Research, Inc., The Native Americadssifua Tree National Park an Ethnographic Overview and
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Archives, Record Group 210).
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prejudice, wartime hysteria, and failed political leader8hRresident Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberties
Act of 1988 which provided redress for Japanese Americans, and the following year President George H. W.
Bush issued a formal apology from the U.S. government.

81 U.S. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of CivilRessonal Justice Denigivil Liberties Public
Education Fund and the University of Washington Pressttl®, 1982), and Lane Ryo Hirabayashi and James Hirabayashi,
“A Reconsideration of the United States Military’s Roldhe Violation of Japanese-American Citizenship Rights,” in
Ethnicity and Waredited by Winston A. Van Horne and Thomas ¥niiesen (University of Wisconsin, American Ethnic
Studies Coordinating Committee, Milwaukee, 1984), pp. 87-110.
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Table 2.

1942 Poston Residents by County @rigin. %

California
Alameda
Colusa
Contra Costa
Eldorado
Fresno
Imperial
Kern
Kings
Los Angeles
Monterey
Orange
Placer
Riverside
Sacramento
San Benito
San Bernardino
San Diego
San Francisco
San Joaquin
San Luis Obispo
San Mateo
Santa Barbara
Santa Clara
Santa Cruz
Sonoma
Tulare
Ventura
Yolo
Yuba

Washington
Asotin
King

Oregon
Multnomah

Arizona
Cochise
Gila
Maricopa
Pima
Yuma

Other States

82 WRA, op. cit., Table 19.

BWRA, op. cit., Table 3.

94
3
6
4
1,590
1,512
811

2,750
1,506
1,636
10
503
561
430
374
1,883
62
20
104

44
463
1,222
14
1,952
32
10
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Poston Residents 1942 to 19%5.

Direct Evacuation 11,738
Transfers from Assembly Centers
Fresno 9
Mayer 247
Pinedale 693
Ponoma 9
Puyallup 3
Sacramento 7
Salinas 3,459
Santa Anita 1,573
Stockton 5
Tanforan 13
Tulare 2
Transfers from Institutions 69
Transfers from DOJ Camps 469
Return from Seasonal Work 150
Voluntary Residents 27
Births 793
Transfers from Relocation Centers
Gila River 67
Granada 32
Heart Mountain 40
Jerome 13
Manzanar 60
Minidoka 11
Rohwer 7
Topaz 7
Tule Lake 31
Total 19,655
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10. Geographical Data

The Poston Relocation Center National Register Hisiistrict consists of seven discontiguous properties

within the Colorado River Indian Reservation, La Paz County, Arizona. These include the three camps (Poston 1,
Poston 2, and Poston 3), the hog farm and agriculturdkfiahd the site of the Parker Warehouses. Information

on each of these properties is given below. Acreage and UTM references (NAD 1927) were computed using
ArcView® GIS 3.2 software.

Acreage of Property 3,593 acres

UTM References
Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing

See individual components below.

Verbal Boundary Description

The Poston Relocation Center National Register Hesfistrict boundary is delineated by polygons whose
vertices are marked by the UTM reference points lisetdw (Maps 16-22). The Historic District includes seven
separate properties: Poston 1, Poston 2, Poston 3, HogaRd Central Fields, Parker Warehouses, North Fields,
and South Fields. The properties are entirely within the Colorado River Indian Reservation.

Boundary Justification

The Poston National Historic Register District includ#®f the areas originally developed for the relocation
center, reflecting the entire original layout and desigth roads, residence and administrative areas, schools,
farms, factories, and sewage treatment plants. Within the boundaries there are many contributing resources,
including 16 in-situ historic buildings, most with grmhinimal modifications, and three additional buildings
moved from one part of the relocation center to another. The large number of in-situ internee-built buildings and
other resources is uniqgue among all of the relocatiotereenVith its compelling physical presence and setting,
the Historic District evokes the immensity of the activities that took place at Poston during World War Il. The
district also hold the potential for other, currently unkneesources. Modern development within the district has
been minimal, and more intensive survey is likelgnoounter additional artifacts and features related to the
periods of significance.
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POSTON 1

Acreage of Property 984 acres

UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing
11 733869 3765132
11 739092 3764870
11 740591 3764903
11 740444 3764521
11 741104 3764535
11 741104 3764079
11 740352 3763290
11 739968 3763281

Zone Easting  Northing

11 739693 3762557
11 739693 3762557
11 739495 3762854
11 738751 3762844
11 738715 3764168
11 738395 3764430
11 738709 3764437
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesnarked by the UTM reference points listed above
(Map 16).

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompasses all of the original areasibRd.. Included within the boundary are the internee
residential blocks, firebreaks, and schools, the hdspitaehouse, garage, administration, and staff housing
areas, the military police compound, the net factory, tiekeh farm, agricultural fields, the farm nursery, canals,
the sewage treatment plant, roads, and other developed areas.

POSTON 2

Acreage of Property 475 acres

UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing

11 737570 3759596 11 736839 3757420
11 737804 3759600 11 736839 3757790

11 737805 3759179 11 737072 3757793
11 738430 3759192 11 737074 3758038
11 738445 3758405 11 737277 3758038
11 738074 3758400 11 737270 3758381
11 737758 3757565 11 737030 3758380
11 737084 3757554 11 737030 3758904
11 737081 3757423 11 737355 3759162
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesnarked by the UTM reference points listed above
(Map 17).
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Boundary Justification

The boundary encompasses all of the original ar@sfon 2. Included within the boundary are warehouse,
garage, administration, and personnel housing areaisit¢ineee residential blocks, firebreaks, schools, the
swimming pool, the camouflage net factory, the chickemfagricultural fields, the farm nursery, canals, the
sewage treatment plant, roads, and other developed areas.

POSTON 3

Acreage of Property _377 acres

UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing
11 735137 3754443 11 736206 3753530
11 735745 3754455 11 735763 3753528
11 735743 3754703 11 735767 3753301
11 736161 3754712 11 734818 3753269
11 736166 3754314 11 734810 3753815
11 736506 3754318 11 735157 3753832
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesarked by the UTM reference points listed above
(Map 18).

Boundary Justification
The boundary encompasses all of the original areasibR®. Included within the boundary are the internee
residential blocks, firebreaks, and schools, the warehgasage, and administration areas, the net factory, the

chicken farm, agricultural fields, the farm nursery, carithks sewage treatment plant, roads, and other developed
areas.

HOG FARM AND CENTRAL FIELDS

Acreage of Property _840 acres

UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing
11 739653 3762470 11 738017 3759211
11 740389 3762480 11 737994 3760414
11 740420 3761277 11 738394 3760421
11 739579 3761260 11 738376 3760831
11 739619 3760047 11 737991 3760828
11 738708 3760029 11 737975 3761210
11 738394 3759213 11 739172 3761235
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesnarked by the UTM reference points listed above
(Map 19).
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Boundary Justification
The boundary encompasses the site of the Poston Hogfarall of the original agricultural fields located
between Poston 1 and Poston 2.

PARKER WAREHOUSES

Acreage of Property 26 acres

UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing
A 11 750794 3780497 D 11 750922 3779938
B 11 750884 3780549 E 11 750891 3780168
C 11 751201 3779947 F 11 750845 3780347

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesnarked by the UTM reference points listed above
(Map 20).

Boundary Justification
The boundary encompasses the entire agiite of the Parker Warehouses.

NORTH FIELDS

Acreage of Property _602 acres

UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing Zone Easting  Northing
11 737074 3765175 11 737907 3764424
11 738669 3765751 11 737912 3764032
11 738663 3764863 11 736311 3763995
11 738262 3764855 11 736291 3764804
11 738274 3764431 11 737091 3764828
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Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesnarked by the UTM reference points listed above
(Map 21).

Boundary Justification
The boundary encompasses all of the originakagtiral fields located west of Poston 1.

SOUTH FIELDS

Acreage of Property 289 acres
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UTM References
Zone Easting  Northing
A 11 736080 3756743
B 11 736891 3756759
C 11 736938 3755554

Verbal Boundary Description

Page 60

Zone Easting  Northing
11 736554 3755549
11 736571 3755144
11 736124 3755132

The boundary is delineated by a polygon whose veréicesnarked by the UTM reference points listed above

(Map 22).

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompasses all of the original agri@llfields located between Poston 2 and Poston 3.

11. Form Prepared By

namel/title Jeff Burton and Mary Farrell, Archeologists

organization Western Archeological and Conservation Center

street & number 255 N. Commerce Park Loop

date July 28, 2006

telephone 520-670-6501

city or town _Tucson state _Arizona

Zip code 85745

Property Owner

name Colorado River Indian Tribes

street & number Route 1, Box 23-B

city or town _Parker state _Arizona

telephone 928-669-9211

Zip code 85344

Additional Documentation

Maps

Figures (WRA Blueprints)
Historical Photographs
Photographs
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Maps

. Location.

. Poston 1 Historic Overlay.

. Poston 1 Contributing Resources.

. Poston 2 Historic Overlay.

. Poston 2 Contributing Resources.

. Poston 3 Historic Overlay.

. Poston 3 Contributing Resources.

. Hog Farm and Central Fields Historic Overlay.

. Hog Farm and Central Fields Contributing Resources.

. Parker Warehouses Historic Overlay.

. Parker Warehouses Contributing Resources.
North Fields Historic Overlay.

North Fields Contributing Resources.

South Fields Historic Overlay.

South Fields Contributing Resources.
Poston 1 UTM Reference Points.

Poston 2 UTM Reference Points.

Poston 3 UTM Reference Points.

Hog Farm and Central Fields UTM Reference Paints.
Parker Warehouses UTM Reference Points.
North Fields UTM Reference Points.

South Fields UTM Reference Points.
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Map 1. Location
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Figures (WRA Blueprints)

. Exhibit A: Key Map - War Relocation Authority, Colorado Indian Reservation.
. Exhibit B: Parker Warehouse Area.

. Exhibit C: Poston - Unit 1 Area.

. Exhibit D: Hog Farm Area.

. Exhibit E: Poston - Unit 2 Area.

. Exhibit F: Poston - Unit 3 Area.

. Exhibit G: Roads & Land Improvements.

. Exhibit H: Canal System.
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Figure 1. Exhibit A: Key Map - War Relotan Authority, Colorado Indian Reservation
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Figure 5. Exhibit E
Poston Relocation CentBlational Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Figure 6. Exhibit F: Poston - Unit 3 Area
Poston Relocation CentBlational Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona



Poston Relocation Center, La Paz County, Arizona Page 92

Figure 7. Exhibit G: Roads & Land Improvements
Poston Relocation CentBlational Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Figure 8. Exhibit H: Canal System
Poston Relocation CentBlational Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
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Historic Photographs

. View from water tower.

. Poston in 1945.

. Adobe Factory.

. School Buildings under construction.

. New adobe school building.

. New adobe school building.

. Hospital under construction.

. Sign on barber shop door, Parker, Arizona.

. Taketora Yamamoto at work in the machine shop.
10. Military Police guard at Poston 1.

11. Henry Welch, Tribal Chairman, Colorado River Indian Tribes.
12. Del E. Webb.

13. Barracks construction at Poston 3.

14. Deserted barracks.
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Historic Photograph 1

View from water tower

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Fred Clark, June 1, 1942

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 2

Poston in 1945

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
War Relocation Authority, 1945

Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley
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Historic Photograph 3

Adobe Factory

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Francis Stewart, January 3, 1943

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 4

School buildings under construction

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Francis Stewart, January 4, 1943

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 5

New adobe school building

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Pauline Bates, August 18, 1943

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 6

New adobe school building

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Pauline Bates, August 18, 1943

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 7

Hospital under construction

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Fred Clark, May 12, 1942

Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley
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Historic Photograph 8

Sign on barber shop door, Parker, Arizona

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
War Relocation Authority, 11-9-1944

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 9

Taketora Yamamoto, formerly a mechanic at Winslomtlie Santa Fe Railroad, at work in the machine shop
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Francis Stewart, May 4, 1943

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 10

Military Police guard at Poston 1

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Fred Clark, May 10, 1942

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 11

Henry Welch, Tribal Chairman, Colorado River Indian Tribes

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Clem Albers, April 10, 1942

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 12

Del E. Webb

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Del Webb Company, c. 1940

Margret FinnertyDel Webb: A Man, A Compaiiliieritage Books, Flagstaff, Arizona, 1999)
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Historic Photograph 13

Barracks construction at Poston 3

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Fred Clark, May 19, 1942

National Archives
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Historic Photograph 14

Deserted barracks

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
War Relocation Authority, 1945

National Archives
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Photographs

. Aerial view of Poston 1 Elementary School.

. Poston 1 Elementary School Office (Poston 2006 A-1).

. Poston 1 Elementary School Auditorium (Poston 2006 A-3).

. Poston 1 Elementary School classroom interior (Poston 2006 A-4).

. Poston 1 Elementary School Classroom (Poston 2006 A-9).

. Poston 1 Elementary School Supplies and Craft Building (Poston 2006 A-13).

. Covered walkway at the Postotlementary School (Poston 2006 A-14).

. Poston 1 High School Office foundatiand walkway (Poston 2006 A-131 and 134).
. Aerial view of Poston 1 Administration and Hospital Areas.

. Concrete vault at the Post Office in the Poston 1 Administration Area (Poston 2006 A-81).
. Morgue slab at the Poston 1 Hospital (Poston 2006 A-121).

. Hospital Boiler House slab (Poston 2006 A-123).

. USO building foundation at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-31).

. Refrigerated Warehouse slab at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-130).

. Pump at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-145).

. Aerial view of Poston 1 Garage Area.

. Poston 1 Machine Shop (Poston 2006 A-61).

. Interior of the Poston 1 Machine Shop (Poston 2006 A-61).

. Weaving Shed slab at the Poston 1 Garnishing Plant (Poston 2006 A-154).

. Fence and gate at the PostdBarnishing Plant (Poston 2006 A-160).

. Poston 1 Sewage Treatment Plant (Poston 2006 A-169 and 170).

. Aerial view of Poston 2 High School Area.

. Walkway remnant and historic trees & Boston 2 High School (Poston 2006 A-171 and A-178).
. Manhole at the site of the Poston 2 High School (Poston 2006 A-174).

. Dry Goods Store slab at Poston 2 (Poston 2006 A-384).

. Concrete table at Poston 2 (Poston 2006 A-385).

. Relocated hospital building in the Postdbtaff Housing Area vicinity (Poston 2006 A-200).

. Weaving Shed slab and concrete pier blddke Poston 2 Garnishing Plant (Poston 2006 A-179).
. Poston 2 Sewage Treatment Plant (Poston 2006 A-182 to 185).

. Aerial view of Poston 3 central area.

. Poston 3 Internee Residential Area.

. Road trace and trees at the original entrance to Poston 3 (Poston 2006 A-189).

. Clarifier and digester at the Poston &/&ge Treatment Plant (Poston 2006 A-186 and A-188).
. Aerial view of Hog Farm.

. Motor House foundation at the Hog Farm (Poston 2006 A-205).

. Inscription at the Hog Farm (Poston 2006 A-200).

. Typical field in the central farm area (Poston 2006 A-371).

. Canal A-73 (Poston 2006 A-377).

. Main drain (Poston 2006 A-376).

. Foundation for Fuel Oil Storage Tarskshe Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-224).

. Pump at the Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-227).

. Typical fire hydrant at the Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-231-235).

. Abandoned railroad siding at tRarker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-237).

44. Monument and kiosk at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-352).

. Abandoned Gas Station at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-85).

. Typical residence in 50-home subdivision at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-286-340).

. Le Pera School Auditorium at the gifethe Poston 2 High School (Poston 2006 A-176).
. Church in the Poston 2 Staff Housing Area vicinity (Poston 2006 A-214).

. Warehouse at Poston 3 (Poston 2006 A-195).

. Residence in the South Fields (Poston 2006 A-366).
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Photograph 1
Aerial view of Poston 1 Elementary Schoabiftributing resources numbered, photo date 4-14-2004)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Google Earth 2006
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Photograph 2

Poston 1 Elementary School Office (Poston 2006 A-1)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 3

Poston 1 Elementary School Auditorium (Poston 2006 A-3)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, April 2006
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Photograph 4

Poston 1 Elementary School classroom interior (Poston 2006 A-4)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 5

Poston 1 Elementary School Classroom (Poston 2006 A-9)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 6

Poston 1 Elementary School Supplies and Craft Building (Poston 2006 A-13)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 7
Covered walkway at the Poston 1 Elementary School (Poston 2006 A-14)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, April 2006
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Photograph 8

Poston 1 High School Office foundatiand walkway (Poston 2006 A-131 and 134)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 9
Aerial view of Poston 1 Administration and Hospital Areas (4-14-2004)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Google Earth 2006
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Photograph 10

Concrete vault at the Post Office in the Poston 1 Administration Area (Poston 2006 A-81)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006



Poston Relocation Center, La Paz County, Arizona Page 120

Photograph 11

Morgue slab at the Poston 1 Hospital (Poston 2006 A-121)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 12

Hospital Boiler House slab (Poston 2006 A-123)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 13

USO building foundation at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-31)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 14

Refrigerated Warehouse slab at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-130)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 15

Pump at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-145)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 16
Aerial view of Poston 1 Garage Area (4-14-2004)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Google Earth 2006
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Photograph 17

Poston 1 Machine Shop (Poston 2006 A-61)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 18

Interior of the Poston 1 Machine Shop (Poston 2006 A-61)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 19

Weaving Shed slab at the Poston 1 Garnishing Plant (Poston 2006 A-154)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 20

Fence and gate at the Poston 1 Garnishing Plant (Poston 2006 A-160)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 21

Poston 1 Sewage Treatment Plant (Poston 2006 A-169 and 170)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 22
Aerial view of Poston 2 High School Area (4-14-2004)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Google Earth 2006
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Photograph 23
Walkway remnant and historic trees at Baston 2 High School (Poston 2006 A-171 and A-178)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, April 2006
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Photograph 24

Manhole at the site of the Poston 2 High School (Poston 2006 A-174)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 25

Dry Goods Store slab at Poston 2 (Poston 2006 A-384)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 26
Concrete table at Poston 2 (Poston 2006 A-385)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 27

Relocated hospital building in the PostoStaff Housing Area vicinity (Poston 2006 A-220)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 28

Weaving Shed slab and concrete pier blacthe Poston 2 Garnishing Plant (Poston 2006 A-179)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 29

Poston 2 Sewage Treatment Plant (Poston 2006 A-182 to 185)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 30
Aerial view of Poston 3 central area (4-14-2004)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Google Earth 2006
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Photograph 31

Poston 3 Internee Residential Area

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 32

Road trace and trees at the original entrance to Poston 3 (Poston 2006 A-189)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, April 2006
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Photograph 33

Clarifier and Digester at the Poston 3 Sgevdreatment Plant (Poston 2006 A-186 and A-188)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 34
Aerial view of Hog Farm (4-14-2004)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Google Earth 2006
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Photograph 35

Motor House foundation at the Hog Farm (Poston 2006 A-205)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 36

Inscription at the Hog Farm (Poston 2006 A-200)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 37

Typical field in the central farm area (Poston 2006 A-371)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 38

Canal A-73 (Poston 2006 A-377)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 39

Main drain (Poston 2006 A-376)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006



Poston Relocation Center, La Paz County, Arizona Page 149

Photograph 40

Foundation for Fuel Oil Storage Tanks at the Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-224)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 41

Pump at the Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-227)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 42

Typical fire hydrant at the Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-231-235)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 43
Abandoned railroad siding at the Parker Warehouses (Poston 2006 A-237)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 44

Monument and kiosk at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-352)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 45
Abandoned Gas Station at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-85)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Jeffery F. Burton , March 2006
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Photograph 46
Typical residence in 50-home subdivision at Poston 1 (Poston 2006 A-286-340)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Jeffery F. Burton, April 2006
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Photograph 47

Le Pera School Auditorium at the sitethe Poston 2 High School (Poston 2006 A-176)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006
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Photograph 48
Church in the Poston 2 Staff Housing Area vicinity (Poston 2006 A-214)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Jeffery F. Burton, March 2006
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Photograph 49
Warehouse at Poston 3 (Poston 2006 A-195)
Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona

Jeffery F. Burton, April 2006
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Photograph 50

Residence in the South Fields (Poston 2006 A-366)

Poston Relocation Center National Register Historic District, La Paz County, Arizona
Richard W. Lord, March 2006



Ayako Nakamura and June Ibe, June 4, 1942
Colorado River Relocation Center, Poston, Arizona.
National Archives



