






National Advisory Board 

John Hope Franklin 
Durham, North Carolina 

CHAIRMAN 

Citizen advisors chartered by Congress to help the National Park Service care for 

special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

August 1,2001 

Robert S. Chandler 
Tehacapi, California 

VICE CHAIRMAN 

Marie W. Ridder 
McLean, Virginia 

SECRETARY 

Dear Colleague: 

Please find enclosed a vision of America's national parks in the new century that 
was produced by the National Park System Advisory Board at the request of the 
Director of the National Park Service. The Board is a citizen's advisory body 
chartered by Congress and appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Margaret L. Brown 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Sylvia A. Earle 
Oakland, California 

Javier M. Gonzales 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Charles R.Jordan 
Portland, Oregon 

Shirley M. Malcom 
Washington, DC 

Gary Paid Nabhan 
Flagstaff Arizona 

Stanley Selengut 
New York, New York 

Parker Westbrook 
Nashville, Arkansas 

Thomas B. Williams 
McLean, Virginia 

We believe that national parks are increasingly important to society. As the 
complexion of the nation changes, our experiences as a people are becoming more 
diverse. Park historic sites and monuments encourage understanding of our single 
national heritage and the American journey of liberty and justice. As our numbers 
and influence on natural systems grow, parks offer enlightenment about 
humanity's relationship to nature, while ensuring that unique lands, waters and 
wildlife are conserved for the enjoyment of posterity. Of growing significance is a 
portfolio of programs administered by the National Park Service that offers 
support to local citizens nationwide to protect their own community heritage and 
recreation lands. 

We hope our vision of the national parks will assist the Park Service in preparing 
for the future. 

Sincerely, 

John Hope Franklin 
Chairman 

Enclosure 
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