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Gertrude S. Cooper, 1940, Superintendent, Vanderbilt Mansion National 
Historic Site, 1940-1945. Mrs. Cooper was the first woman superintendent in the 
National Park Service. However, unlike the normal procedure of being elevated to 
this position through the Director's office, she was appointed by President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt on 16 July, 1940. This has spawned a constroversy as to whether 
she or Wilhemina S. Harris, who became superintendent at Adams National Historic 
Site, 1950-1968, should be considered the first female superintendent of a National 
Park. 
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Marion Riggs, Philadelphia, 1970. Riggs, now Durham, is wearing the tunic 
with culottes and "Go-Go" boots at the Freedom Week unveiling of the new 
women's uniforms at Independence National Historical Park, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, June 27,1970. The regulations simply classified the footware as 
boots, but they quickly acquired the appellate of "GO-GO" because they 
resembled those worn by the exotic dancers of the period. There weren't 
enough of the new lightweight felt women's hats for all the models, so she bor­
rowed a summer sraw hat from one of the men rangers. 

NPSHPC-Cecil W. Stoughton Photo-HFC#70-253-96 
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Introduction 

The National Park Service has, for most of its existence, 
been a male dominated organization. Women's role in the 

Service was never clearly defined until the 1960's, at which time a 
Victorian mentality prevailed, treating them as objects to be protect­
ed, instead of the ranger status to which they aspired. 

Women have been on the Service payroll since 1918, for the 
most part as ranger-naturalists, although many of them occasionally 
performed actual ranger duties. 

It is somewhat ironic that women in the parks should have 
worn men's pattern uniforms at the beginning of their involvement 
with the Service and after many years of finagling with a uniform of 
their own, end up looking like their male counterparts, or should we 
say, like a ranger. 

In between they were dressed like WAAC's (Women's 
Auxiliary Army Corps), then a couple variations of airline stew­
ardess, followed by a collage of fashion plates, all of which, while 
reasonably suitable for the Service's idea of the woman's role (teach­
ing, receptionists, and other Visitor Center duties), were totally inad­
equate for that aspect of service desired by Jhe women themselves, 
primarily field duty. 

Even the outdoor functions assigned to female ranger-natural­
ists, such as trail guides and nature walks and talks in the woods 
found the clothing wanting. So much so, that women in some of the 
parks, notably Yosemite, with their superintendent's collusion, pur­
chased and wore men's clothing while performing these duties. 

Women have fought hard and served well as they worked 
toward their goal of equality with their male counterparts. At times, 
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it seemed the Service was acquiescent, only to be saddled with cloth­
ing less suitable than that in use. This was a frustrating period in the 
lives of uniformed female personnel. 

In all fairness to the Park Service, while some may have been 
attempting to elevate the women on a pedestal most did not seek, nor 
wish, others simply miss-read the desires of those women in the field 
who would be wearing the prescribed clothing. 

It took fifty years for women in the Service to achieve the true 
status of Ranger and another ten to acquire all the trappings thereof. 
But in the end, those women who fought the good fight and those that 
followed were rewarded for their perseverance. 

As with the previous books in this series, this volume has been 
a group effort and I would like to thank all those people, in and out 
of the National Park Service, whose immeasurable and unstinting 
assistance have made this publication possible. I would especially 
like to thank Gary Cummins, Manager, Harpers Ferry Center, and 
Michael Alvarez for helping me maneuver through the bureaucracy 
to get this published; Polly Kaufman for allowing me access to her 
research on women in the parks; Tom DuRant, that denizen of the 
National Park Historic Photo Collections for his assistance in locat­
ing many of the images used; and last, but by no means least, I wish 
to thank the many unsung heroes, too many to name, that dwell in the 
depths of archives throughout the Park System. 

R. Bryce Workman 
Harpers Ferry Center 
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Breeches, Blouses and Skirts 
Women's Uniforms in the National Park Service 1918-1991 

Although women married to National Park Service person­
nel had assisted their husbands for years as unpaid help 

(like the military, it came with the territory), their first appearance as 
"official" employees of the National Park Service occurred in 1918. 

The first two "Rangerettes", as these early women were 
known, were Clare Marie Hodges (Wolfson) and Helene Wilson. 
They were hired as temporary employees to fill vacancies left by men 
who responded to their country's call to arms to "save the world" in 
Europe. Helene Wilson, from Los Angles, checked in vehicles in 
Mount Rainier National Park, while Hodges, a local grade school 
teacher, performed ranger service at Yosemite from May 22 to 
September?, 1918. 

It is not known what type of uniform, or identification, if any, 
that Wilson wore. There are, however, at least three photographs of 
Clare Hodges while on duty. She is mounted on horseback in all of 
them. One is a group shot of the Yosemite ranger force in which it is 
difficult to distinguish her clothing. The other two images are of her 
and her mount. Both appear to have been taken at or around the same 
time. From these she appears to have worn what was referred to at 
that time as "camping clothes". There are no pieces of regulation uni­
form evident, except for a badge and perhaps her hat. 

In the early years, women found it very difficult to penetrate 
the male dominated National Park Service. It was only through the 
foresight of people like Horace Marden Albright, then superintendent 
of Yellowstone, and Washington Bartlett "Dusty" Lewis, superinten­
dent of Yosemite (who hired Hodges), plus a few others that women 
were given a chance to show that they could perform the required 
duties as well as their male counterpart. Even so, it would be decades 
before this was truly put to the test. 



Albright hired Isabel D. 
Bassett as a guide at Yellowstone in 
1920.1 This started a trickle of 
women into the service. Marguerite 
Lindsley Arnold) and Frieda B. 
Nelson were hired in 1925; Frances 
Pound (Wright), 1926; and Herma 
Albertson (Baggley) in 1929. Only 
temporary, or seasonal, to use 
today's vernacular, female em­
ployees were hired to perform 
ranger duties. All permanent posi­
tions for women were classified as 
naturalists, even though some of 
them did occasionally perform 
ranger duties. 

Apparently due to proximity, 
and shared interests, most of the early Park Service women tended to 
marry fellow employees. Even so, these ladies had a "tough row to 
hoe". The National Park Service had no provisions, uniform or other­
wise, for women. Consequently, they were left, pretty much, to their 
own devices as to what they were to wear. Herma Albertson wore the 
standard ranger uniform, including the hat, tailored to fit her, while 
Frieda Nelson and Margaret Fuller wore the same standard uniform, 
but tailored for women, (buttoned right to left) Others attached their 
badges to formal hunting coats, sweaters, or any other article of 
clothing that struck their fancy. 

One of the photos of Marguerite Lindsley show her wearing a 
ladies riding coat and jodhpurs with a ranger badge, but in the major­
ity of existing images, she is wearing civilian garb without even a 
badge to denote her Park Service affiliation. 

Martha Sophia Bingaman, who assisted her ranger husband 
John W. Bingaman as a temporary, wore her badge on a loose civil­
ian vest to show that she was part of the Service. 

Francis Pound, on the other hand, wore what appears to be a 
uniform of her own design. It consisted of the standard boots, breech­
es, shirt and tie, but with a very long coat, almost to the knees, with 
slash pockets. Two bottom and one upper on left. It may have been a 
regular civilian variety, although it appears to be the same material as 
the breeches, which were probably the standard forest green. 
Although not shown in any of her photographs, she is known to have 
occasionally carried a sidearm.2 

Clare Marie Hodges, 
1918, Temporary ranger, 
Yosemite National Park. 
Hodges, a local grade 
school teacher in the val­
ley, was one of the first 
two women to be hired by 
the National Park Service. 
Since a uniform was not 
specified for women, she 
is shown wearing what 
were termed "camping 
clothes" at that time, with 
only a badge to indicate 
her Park Service affilia­
tion. 

NPSHPC-HFC/YOSE#931 
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Marguerite "Peg" 
Lindsley, c.1925. 

Naturalist, Yellowstone 
National Park. Peg was 

the daughter of Chester 
A. Lindsley, acting super­

intendent, Yellowstone 
National Park, 1916-1919, 

and the first permanent 
female naturalist in 

National Park Service. 

Peg and her horse Rex. 
Lindsley is wearing a 

hunting coat, probably 
red, with a badge and 

USNPS collar ornaments. 
She also, apparently wore 

the hat, as evidenced by 
the one on the ground. 

NPSHPC-HFC/93-326 

But this is how she 
dressed most of the time 

when working. 

NPSHFC-YELL/130,391 

Pauline "Polly" Mead 
(Patraw) also wore the standard 
NPS uniform, but sported a wide 
floppy brimmed hat, patterned after 
those worn by the Harvey girls, on 
her head. 

Although during these early 
years there was an occasional cry in 
the wilderness concerning the uni­
forming of women in the Service,3 

nothing was done until Carlsbad 
Caverns and other parks that uti­
lized women for guides and posi­
tions that brought them into contact 
with the public, came under the 
influence of the National Park 
Service. 
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Among the recommended 
changes to the regulations submit­
ted by the uniform committee in 
1927 were two that would have 
effected women had they been 
implemented. One called for them 
to wear the regulation uniform, at 
the desecration of the director or 
park superintendent. The other 
though, would no doubt have cre­
ated quite a furor if it had been 
included in the new regulations. It 
called for female employees not re­
quired to wear a uniform to wear a 
collar ornament [USNPS] "conspic­
uously on the front of the waist of 
the dress".4 

Even when the changes were 
made, they only replaced breeches 
and boots with skirts and shoes and 
possibly eliminated the hat. Photo­
graphs show that there were two 
styles of skirt worn during this peri­
od. One type had wide box pleats 
and the other appears to be simply a 
full skirt with natural fall pleats. 
The coats were the standard male 
style, tailored to fit, although, some 
were cut on the female pattern. 

The majority of existing 
photographs showing women in 
Park Service uniforms from this 
period are from Carlsbad Caverns. 
These show that when hats were 
worn, at least at that location, they 
ran the gamut from chic little light 
colored items perched on the side of 
the ladies heads, to standard military overseas patterns of forest green 
wool. 

In the spring of 1940 the Fechheimer Brothers Company for­
warded drawings for a distinctive uniform for Park Service women to 
the uniform committee chairman for the committee's perusal.5 It is 
not known whether these were solicited or just a bit of entrepr-
eneurship on the part of Fechheimer. Fechheimer was a very aggres­
sive company and usually attended the conferences in order to 

Gov. Nellie Ross, Freida 
Nelson & Supt. Albright, 
1925, Yellowstone 
National Park. Ross was 
governor of Montana at 
the time and Horace M. 
Albright, park superinten­
dent. Nelson is wearing 
the standard men's uni­
form, cut for a woman, 
with riding boots and 
women's gloves. 

NPSHPC-YELL/131,465 

Frances Pound, 1925, 
Yellowstone National 
Park. Pound was another 
child of the parks, grow­
ing up and sometimes 
patrolling with her ranger 
father, before joining the 
service herself. Here is 
another case where, due 
to the lack of uniform reg­
ulations covering women, 
the ranger was left to her 
own devices. Her knee 
length coat with slash 
pockets is undoubtedly of 
the standard forest green 
material. For decoration, 
she has a badge, sleeve 
brassard, and a pair of 
collar ornaments at the 
points of her lapels. 

NPSHPC-YELL/130,375 
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Mr. & Mrs. Charles McNally -
Rangers at Tuolumne Meadows, 

YNR 1926. Eva Cora McNally and her 
husband Charles A. were a husband 

and wife team of temporary rangers at 
the Tuolumne Meadows checking sta­

tion, Yosemite National Park. Eva is 
wearing a military web belt with a hol­
ster for an Army 45 cal. automatic pis­

tol, although the butt protruding from it 
appears to be a revolver. Her only 

signs of authority are her badge and 
the sidearm on her hip. She's probably 

only wearing the weapon for the pho­
tograph. 

NPSHPC-James V. Lloyd 
photo-HFCIYOSE#RL-7370 

Herma Albertson, 1929, ranger-natu­
ralist, Yellowstone National Park. 

Albertson was one of the women that 
wore the complete male-style Park 

Service uniform, including regulation 
boots. She married Chief Ranger 

George F. Baggley, while in the 
Service, and worked until the end of 

1933. 

NPSHPC-YELL/130,092 

Martha Bingaman, 1926, seasonal 
ranger, Yosemite National Park. She 

assisted her ranger husband, John W. 
Bingaman, who was assigned at the 

time to the Alder Creek Entrance 
Station. Unlike men, temporary women 

rangers were not required to wear a 
uniform. 

NPSHPC-HFC/YOSE#943 
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1929 
NPSHPC-HFC/WASO 1-393 

1930 
NPSHPC-HFC/WASC 1-392 

Pauline Mead, temporary ranger-naturalist, Grand Canyon National Park, 1929-1931. 
The first year, Mead wore civilian clothes with, maybe a USNPS collar ornament for deco­
ration. In 1930, however, she obtained a uniform on the man's pattern, but instead of the 
Stetson, the superintendent preferred she wear a soft brim hat, such as that worn by the 
Fred Harvey Girl Guides of the Southwest. Mead's employment ended after she married 
Assistant Superintendent Preston Patraw in 1931. 

Enid Reeves Michael, 
temporary ranger-natu­
ralist, Yosemite National 
Park. Michael was hired 
by Superintendent 
Washington Bartlett Lewis 
as a seasonal in 1921, 
and served in this capaci­
ty for over twenty years. 
She never wore a uni­
form. 

NPSHPC-HFC/77-63 
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Due to the lack of official 
guidance, early Park 
Service women wore 

whatever the park super­
intendent or their own 

whim dictated. Badges 
were pinned on all types 

of clothing to identify their 
association with the Park 

Service. 

NPSART-Gilbert B. Cohen, 
artist-HFC/ARM#GR-0002 

1 thru 5 

answer questions concerning uniforms as well as being there when 
decisions were made. 

At the Superintendent's Conference in January 1941, 
women's uniforms were on the agenda. It would seem logical that 
Fechheimer's sketches would have been presented at that time, but 
the tone of the official correspondence indicates otherwise. It refers 
to the distribution of the drawings after the conference. This of 
course does not preclude the possibility of them being discussed at 
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the meeting and distributed after­
ward. 

Unfortunately, since these 
drawings have not been located we 
have no way of knowing exactly 
what the uniforms looked like. 
From the correspondence it can be 
determined that they contained two 
different uniforms, "A" and "B"; 
that one of them, apparently "B", 
had a short coat, while "A'"s coat 
was of the longer variety, similar to 
the men's; and both included an 
"overseas" cap. A shirt with a high 
collar and a necktie were also de­
fined.6 This uniform sounds very much like that adopted in 1947. 

As word leaked out about the proposed uniforms, women be­
gan writing Fechheimer Brothers inquiring as to prices and material 
samples prompting Uniform Committee Chairman John C. Preston to 

Margaret Fuller Boos, 
c.1929, temporary 
ranger-naturalist, Rocky 
Mountain National Park. 
Boos worked two sea­
sons at the park, 1928-
1929. She wore the same 
uniform as the men in the 
park, except cut for a 
woman. 

Left to right: Edmund B. 
Rogers, supt; (?), 
Margaret Fuller Boos, (?), 
(?) 

NPSHPC-HFC/ROMO#581-2 

Ranger Naturalists and Naturalist Staff, 6/13/33, Yellowstone National Park. Herma 
Albertson Baggley is shown with the rest of the naturalist staff at Yellowstone during her 
last year with the Service. 

Left to Right: R. Spaulding, Frank Oberhansley, Herma Albertson Baggley, Charles 
Hutchins, H. Stagner, H. Lystrup, Dr. McDougall, Dr. CM. Bauer 

NPSHPC-HFC/WASO #70-53-2 
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