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NOTE TO FIFTH EDITION 

T 
H E first edition of the National Parks Portfolio, which numbered 

275,000 copies, was issued by the Department of the Interior in 
June, 1916. The second edition, brought up to date by the sub­
stitution of later photographs and enlarged by the addition of 

thirty-six pages, was one of the hrst publications of the new National Park 
Service which Congress created August 25, 1916. The third edition, published 
in 1921, contained twenty-two additional pages of pictures. The fourth edition, 
issued in 1925, contained information regarding ten new national monuments 
created after the publication of the third edition, including three new pictures. 
This, the fifth edition, is a thorough revision of previous issues, both in text 
and illustrations. In all, ninety-two new pictures have been used. This 
revision was made necessary by the many changes t ha t have occurred in the 
national park system during the past twelve years, and by the changing styles, 
which made obsolete many of the pictures with a human-interest note. 

Acknowledgments are due to the many photographers, professional and 
amateur, who contributed some of the best examples of their work to this 
Portfolio; to the United States Geological Survey for assistance and hearty 
cooperation; to many helpful individuals; and to seventeen western railroads, 
whose contribution of forty-three thousand dollars made possible the preparation 
and publication of the hrst edition. 

T H E EDITOR. 

FOR SALE BY SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
BOOK BOUND IN CLOTH O N E DOLLAR 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

HUBERT WORK. SECRETARY 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
S T E P H E N T. M A T H E R , DIRECTOR 

INTRODUCTION 

M 
AN'S ingenuity has led him into many diverse lines of thought. One 

of the most remarkable products of his mathematical mind was the 
discovery of the chronological cycles. These cycles are based on 
the recurrence of the same astronomical event after the lapse of a 

regular period of years. They cause us to realize t h a t our universe is laid out 
according to a definite plan and help establish our faith and respect for the 
Architect. 

The history of the United States has been a human struggle to subdue 
the wilderness. After a century and a half civilized communities have sprung 
up on every hand. Great masses of population have congested themselves in 
cities. We have established an artificial life dependent on the indoors until 
now to complete the cycle we are turning back to the simpler pleasures found 
in the woods in contact with nature. There is no action without reaction. 
With this returning cycle our people are being drawn from the convenience of 
modern homes, which it has taken so long to design and build, to the more 
natural surroundings of the outdoors. 

Twelve years ago the Federal Government took cognizance of this move­
ment to commune with nature through the creation of the National Park 
Service in the Department of the Interior, which was placed in complete con­
trol of scenic and recreational areas on the public domain and reserved for the 
benefit of the people. The first step necessary in the development of a national 
park system was the preservation of the primeval beauty of the parks and 
monuments and at the same time the provision of accommodations for the 
hundreds of thousands of visitors. Roads were built to the scenic points of 
interest and trails were constructed to outlying sections of wilderness without 
marring the landscape. Hotels and camps were also provided by public oper­
ators under contract with the Government. Free public camp grounds were 
built for the use of the motorists. This program has resulted in a unified park 
system. 
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The National Park Service, however, did not confine itself exclusively to 
providing outdoor recreation for the American people. I ts functions became 
also educational in character. Many of the national parks and monuments 
are natural laboratories for the s tudy of science. No better examples of glacia-
tion, erosion, and other metaphysical reactions may be found anywhere, and 
every facility is offered to scientists to obtain knowledge for educational pur­
poses. The flora and fauna are preserved for the biologists and botanists, 
while the archeologists and ethnologists are enabled to s tudy prehistoric people 
in the ruined homes and cliff dwellings contained in the national parks and 
monuments. 

Field trips conducted by nature guides competent to explain every subject 
of natural history along the trailside have been arranged through the educa­
tion branch of the bureau under the direction of a cliief naturalist. Camp-fire 
lectures on birds, geology, or any other phases of nature exemplified in the 
parks are also given for the benefit of the visitors. Museums have also been 
established containing collections of materials of educational interest. Other 
educational facilities are offered through field courses in the various branches 
of natural history offered by the Park Service in cooperation with universities 
and other institutions. 

The national parks are playing a prominent role in our national life. They 
are giving the people a glimpse of the simpler things of life and are increasing 
our appreciation and understanding of nature. They are providing educational 
opportunities tha t otherwise would not exist. And finally they are bringing 
us closer to the scheme of creation and educating our children " through nature 
up to nature 's God." 

H U B E R T W O R K , 

Secretary of the Interior. 
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T 
PRESENTATION 

HIS Nation is richer in natural scenery of the first order than any 
other nation; bu t it is only recently tha t our people have begun to 
realize this fact. In its national parks i t owns the most inspiring 
playgrounds and the best equipped natural schools in the world; 

and these are an economic asset of incalculable value. 

When the first edition of this Portfolio was issued in 1916 comparatively 
few people were aware tha t the country possessed this empire of grandeur and 
beauty; and still fewer realized the economic value of our scenery. Individual 
features of several of our national parks were known the world over, bu t few to 
whom the Yosemite Valley was a household word knew tha t its seven wonderful 
miles were a par t of a scenic wonderland of eleven hundred square miles called 
the Yosemite National Park. So with the Yellowstone; all had heard of its 
geysers, but few indeed of its thirty-three hundred square miles of wilderness 
beauty. Some of the finest of our national parks pictured in this Portfolio had 
never been heard of by many. The Sequoia National Park, a hundred miles 
south of the Yosemite, one of the noblest scenic areas in the world, is the home 
of thousands of sequoia trees over ten feet in diameter, the celebrated Big 
Trees of California; bu t even its name was known to few. Crater Lake National 
Park, which incloses a marvelous deep blue lake surrounded by walls of fretted 
lavas of indescribable beauty, was probably one of the least known of all. 

In that year, 1916, only 356,097 people visited the national parks. Since 
then, however, the visiting list has steadily mounted higher and higher, until in 
the 1927 travel year 2,354,643 visitors saw the national parks. In addition to 
the park travel the national monuments last year drew 443,197 visitors. 

The main object of this Portfolio is to present to the people of our country 
a panorama of our national parks and national monuments, set aside for study 
and comparison. Bach park will be found highly individual, with distinct 
characteristics. The whole, taken together, will be a revelation and should 
draw a still greater number of visitors to these reservations. 

To all of our park visitors, and to the American people generally, this 
Portfolio is dedicated. 

STEPHEN T. MATHER, 

Director, National Park Service. 
JANUARY 4, 1928. 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A NATIONAL PARK 
AND A NATIONAL MONUMENT 

T 
H E difference between a national park and a national monument 

is not always easy to define. A national park is created by Con­
gress with the implied purpose of development by appropriations for 
the public enjoyment. A national monument is proclaimed by the 

President to conserve some historical structure or landmark, or some restricted 
area of unusual scientific value. 

A national park is supposed to have parklike area, bu t several are very 
small. A national monument is supposed to be confined to the object con­
served, bu t several have large areas. 

The act of August 25, 1916, creating the National Park Service, and recent 
appropriations for the development of several national monuments tend to 
further extinguish differences. 

For travel purposes it may be assumed tha t all national parks within the 
United States are ready for all visitors, including motorists in their own cars. 
One can comfortably reach and see many of the national monuments, bu t i t 
will be. safer to make special inquiry in advance of starting. 
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THE NATIONAL PARKS AT A GLANCE 
[Number , K>; total area, 11,817 square miles. Arranged chronologically in t he order of their creation] 

NATIONAL PARK 
and Date 

H O T .SPRINGS 

1832 

YELLOWSTONE 
1872 

YOSEMITE 
1890 

SEQUOIA 
1890 

GENERAL GRANT 
1890 

M O U N T R A I N I E R 
1899 

CRATER LAKE 
1902 

PLATT 
1902 

WIND CAVE 

Woo 
SULLYS HILL 

1904 

MESA VERDE 
1906 

GLACIER 
191c 

R O C K Y M O U N T A I N 

1915 

HAWAII 
1916 

LASSEN VOLCANIC 
1916 

MOUNT MCKINLEY 
1917 

G R A N D C A N Y O N 
1919 

LAFAYETTE 
1919 

ZlON 
1919 

LOCATION 

Middle 
Arkansas 

North­
western 
Wyoming 

Middle 
eastern 
California 

Middle 
eastern 
California 

Middle 
California 

West 
central 
Washington 

Southern 
Oregon 

Southern 
Oklahoma 

South 
Dakota 

North 
Dakota 

Southern 
Colorado 

North­
western 
Montana 

Northern 
Colorado 

Hawaii 

Northern 
California 

South 
central 
Alaska 

Northern 
Arizona 

Maine 
Coast 

South­
western 
Utah 

AREA 
in 

square 
miles 

3.34S 

1,12s 

604 

4 

325 

249 

*% 

W 

i'/s 

77 

i,534 

378 

242 

124 

2,645 

1 , 0 0 9 

1 2 

1 2 0 

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 

46 hot springs said to possess healing properties—Many 
hotels and boarding houses in adjacent city of Hot 
.Springs—-Bathhouses under public control. 

More geysers than in all rest of world together—Boiling 
springs—Mud volcanoes—Petrified forests—Grand 
Canyon of the Yellowstone, remarkable for gorgeous 
coloring—Large lakes and waterfalls—Wilderness in­
habited by deer, elk, bison, moose, antelope, bear, 
mountain sheep, etc. 

Valley of world-famed beauty—Lofty cliffs—Romantic vis­
tas—Waterfalls of extraordinary height—3 groves of big 
trees—Large areas of snowy peaks—Waterwheel falls. 

The Big Tree National Park—Scores of sequoia trees from 20 
to 30 feet in diameter, thousands over 10 feet in diameter— 
Includes Mount Whitney, highest peak in continental 
United States. 

Created to preserve the celebrated General Grant Tree, 40.3 
feet in diameter—6 miles from Sequoia National Park. 

Largest accessible single-peak glacier system—28 glaciers, 
some of large size—48 square miles of glacier, 50 to 1,000 
feet thick—Remarkable subalpine wild-flower fields. 

Lake of extraordinary blue in crater of extinct volcano, no 
visible inlet or outlet—Sides 1,000 feet high. 

Sulphur and other springs possessing curative properties—• 
Under Government regulation. 

Large natural cavern. 

Wooded hilly tract on Devils Lake. 

Most notable and best preserved prehistoric cliff dwellings 
in United States, if not in the world. 

Rugged mountain region of unsurpassed alpine character—• 
250 glacier-fed lakes of romantic beauty—60 small gla­
ciers—Peaks of unusual shape—Precipices thousands of 
feet deep—Fine trout fishing. 

Heart of the Rockies—Snowy Range, peaks 11,000 to 14,250 
feet altitude—Remarkable records of glacial period. 

Two active volcanoes, Mauna Loa, largest in the world, and 
Kilauea, whose lake of bubbling lava is world famed— 
A third volcano, Haleakala, crater 8 miles wide. 

Active volcano—Lassen Peak, 10,460 feet in altitude—• 
Cinder Cone, 6,907 feet—Hot springs—Mud geysers. 

Highest mountain in North America—Rises higher above 
surrounding country than any mountain in the world. 

Greatest example of stream erosion in the world—More than 
10 miles wide—More than 1 mile deep. 

Group of granite mountains rising upon Mount Desert 
Island. 

Magnificent gorge (Zion Canyon), depth from 1,500 to 2,500 
feet, with precipitous walls, of great beauty and scenic 
interest. 
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THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS AT A GLANCE 
Administered by National Park Service, Department of the Interior 

[Number, 32; total area, 3,681 square miles, or 2,356,036.8: acres; chronologically in order of creation] 

NAME 

DEVILS TOWER 

MONTEZUMA CASTLE 

E L MORRO 

PETRIFIED FOREST 

CIIACO CANYON 
(cha'ko) 

MUIR WOODS 2 

(inur) 

PINNACLES 

NATURAL BRIDGES 

LEWIS AND CLARK 
CAVERN -

TUMACACORI 
(tu-ma-ka'kd-re) 

NAVAJO (nav'a-ho) 
SHOSHONE CAVERN 

(sho-sho'-ne) 
GRAN QUIVTRA 
(gran ke-vu'rii) 

SITKA 

RAINBOW BRIDGE 

COLORADO 

PAPAGO SAGUARO 
(pa'pii-go sag-wii'ro) 

DINOSAUR (dl'no-sor) 

CAPULIN MOUNTAIN 
(k a-pud 111) 

V E R E N D R Y E 
(ver-roiFdrej 

CASA GRANDE 3 

(ka'sa griin'da) 

KATMAI (kat'ml) 

SCOTTS BLUFF 

YUCCA HOUSE ~ 

(yue'eiij 
FOSSIL CYCAD 

AZTEC RUIN 3 

HOVENWEEP 

PIPE SPRING 

CARLSBAD CAVE 

CRATERS OF THE MOON 

W U P A T K I 

GLACIER BAY 

LOCATION 

Wyoming 
Arizona 

New Mexico 

Arizona 

New Mexico 

California 

California 

Utah 

Montana 

Arizona 

Arizona 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 

Alaska 

Utah 

Colorado 

Arizona 

Utah 

New Mexico 

North Dakota 

Arizona 

Alaska 

Nebraska 

Colorado 

South Dakota 
New Mexico 
Utah-Colorado 
Arizona 

New Mexico 
Idaho 

Arizona 
Alaska 

AREA 
(acres) 

ii 152 
1 160 

240 

25 .625 

1 20, 629 

426. 43 

2, 980. 26 

1 3, 740 

160 

1 0 

1 3 6 0 

2TO 

I 5 6 0 

1 - . . 

l 6 o 

13. SS3 

i , 940. 43 

80 

68 r 

2 53- 04 

472- 5 

1 1 , 087, 990 

1, 893. 83 

9 . 6 

3 2 0 

4 . 6 

2 8 5 . 8 

40 

719.22 

24, 960 

2, 234. IO 

i , 164, 8oo 

SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Remarkable natural rock tower, of volcanic origin, 1,200 feet in height. 
Prehistoric cliff-dweller ruin of unusual size situated in a niche in face 

of a vertical cliff. Of scenic and ethnologic interest. 
Enormous sandstone rock eroded in form of a castle, upon which in­

scriptions have been placed by early Spanish explorers. Contains 
cliff-dweller ruins. Of great historic, scenic, and ethnologic interest. 

Abundance of petrified coniferous trees, one of which forms a small 
natural bridge. Is of great scientific interest. 

Numerous cliff-dweller ruins, including communal houses, in good con­
dition. Considerable excavation done at several of the ruins. 

One of the most noted redwood groves in California. Was donated by 
Hon. William Kent, ex-Member of Congress. Located 7 miles from 
San Francisco. 

Many spirelike rock formations, 600 to 1,000 feet high, visible many 
miles; also numerous caves and other formations. 

3 natural bridges, among largest examples of their kind. Largest bridge 
is 222 feet high, 65 feet thick at top of arch; arch is 128 feet wide; span, 
261 feet; height of span, 157 feet. Other two slightly smaller. 

Immense limestone cavern of great scientific interest, magnificently dec­
orated with stalactite formations. Now closed to public because of 
depredations by vandals. 

Ruin of Franciscan mission dating from seventeenth century. Being 
restored by National Park Service as rapidly as funds permit. 

Numerous pueblo, or cliff-dweller, ruins in good preservation. 
Cavern of considerable extent near Cody. 

One of the most important of earliest Spanish mission ruins in the 
Southwest. Monument also contains pueblo ruins. 

Park of great natural beauty and historic interest as scene of massacre of 
Russians by Indians. Contains 16 totem poles of best native work­
manship. 

Unique natural bridge of great scientific interest and symmetry. 
Height 309 feet above water, and span is 278 feet, in shape of rainbow. 

Contains many lofty monoliths and is wonderful example of erosion; of 
great scenic beauty and interest. 

Splendid collection of characteristic desert flora and numerous picto-
graphs. Interesting rock formations. 

Deposits of fossil remains of prehistoric animal life of great scientific 
interest. 

Cinder cone of geologically recent formation. 

Includes Crowhigh Butte, peculiar mountain formation, from which 
Explorer Verendrye first beheld territory beyond Missouri River. 

These ruins are one of the most noteworthy relics of a prehistoric age 
and people within the limits of the United States. Discovered in 
ruinous condition in 1694. 

Wonderland of great scientific interest in the study of volcanism. 
Phenomena exist upon a scale of great magnitude. Includes " Valley 
of Ten Thousand Smokes. " 

Region of historic and scientific interest. Many famous old trails 
traversed by the early pioneers in the winning of the West passed 
over and through this monument. 

Located on eastern slope of Sleeping Ute Mountain. Ruins of great 
archeological value, relic of prehistoric inhabitants. 

Area containing deposits of plant fossils. 
Prehistoric ruin of pueblo type containing 500 rooms. 
Four groups of prehistoric towers, pueblos, and cliff dwellings. 
Old stone fort and spring of pure water in desert region serves as memo­

rial to early western pioneer life. 
Limestone caverns of extraordinary proportions and of unusual beauty. 
Weird volcanic region containing remarkable fissure eruption, together 

with its associated volcanic cones, craters, lava flows, caves, natural 
bridges, and other phenomena. 

Prehistoric dwellings of ancestors of Hopi Indians. 
Contains tidewater glaciers of first rank. 

1 Estimated. 2 Donated to the United States. 3 From June 22, 1892, until Aug. 3, 1918, classified as a national park. 
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Photograph by J. E. Ilaynts, St. Paul 

T H E G R E A T FALLS OF THE YELLOWSTONE, N E A R L Y T W I C E AS H I G H AS NIAGARA 

Below these falls the river enters the gorgeously colored Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone 



Copyright, 1906, by 11'. S. Berry 
ANTELOPE 

THE LAND of WONDERS 

T 
H E Yellowstone National Park is the largest and most widely cele­

brated of our national parks. I t is a wooded wilderness of thirty-
three hundred square miles. I t contains more geysers than are 
found in the rest of the world together. I t has innumerable boiling 

springs whose steam mingles with the clouds. 

I t has many rushing rivers and large lakes. I t has waterfalls of great 
height and large volume. I t has fishing waters unexcelled. 

I t has canyons of sublimity, one of which presents a spectacle of broken 
color unequaled. I t has areas of petrified forests with t runks standing. I t 
has innumerable wild animals which have ceased unduly to fear man; in fact, 
it is unique as a bird and animal sanctuary. 

I t has several great hotels and lodges, and also many free public auto­
mobile camp grounds. I t has two hundred miles of excellent roads. 

In short, i t is not only the wonderland tha t common report describes; it 
is also the fitting playground and pleasure resort of a great people; i t is also 
the ideal summer school of nature study. 

no 



Photograph by George R. King 

T H E U P P E R FALLS OF THE YELLOWSTONE, A F E W M I L E S B E L O W YELLOWSTONE LAKE 

Above these falls the rushing river lies nearly level with surrounding country; below begin the canyons 
(M) 
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RAPIDS ABOVE UPPER FALLS 

THREEFOLD PERSONALITY 

T 
H E Yellowstone is associated in the public mind with geysers only. 

Thousands even of those who, watches in hand, have hustled from 
sight to sight over the usual stage schedules, bring home vivid 
impressions of little else. 

There never was a greater mistake. Were there no geysers, the Yellow­
stone watershed alone, with its glowing canyon, would be worth t he national 
park. Were there also no canyon, the scenic wilderness and its incomparable 
wealth of wild-animal life would be worth the national park. 

The personality of the Yellowstone is threefold. The hot-water manifes­
tations are worth minute examination, the canyon a contemplative visit, the 
park a summer. Dunraven Pass, Mount Washburn, the canyon at Tower 
Falls, Shoshone Lake, Sylvan Pass—these are known to very few indeed. 
See all or you have not seen the AYllowstone. 
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Photograph by J. E. Ilaynrs, St. Paul 

CRESTED POOL, O N E OF THE INNUMERABLE H O T SPRINGS 

These springs, whose rnarvelously clear water is a deep blue, have an astonishing depth 

Photograph by Edward S. Curtis 

T H E CARVED AND F R E T T E D T E R R A C E S AT MAMMOTH H O T SPRINGS 

These great white hills, deposited and built up by the hot waters, sometimes envelope forest trees 



Photograph by J. E. Hayr.es, St. Paul 

T H E G I A N T GEYSER, IN M A N Y RESPECTS THE GREATEST OF A L L 

It spouts for an hour at a time, the water reaching a height of 250 feet. Interval, six to fourteen days 
81741°—aS a (17) 

http://Hayr.es
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T H E N O R R I S G E Y S E R BASIN 

GEYSERS SPOUT AND STEAMING VAPORS RISE 
ijHB first view of the geyser basins affords a sen-

T sation never to be forgotten. Early explorers 
imagined they smelled brimstone. Early lecturers 

I were hissed and sometimes even stoned in the 
streets as imposters. Certainly the imaginative beholder 
accmires thrills he never before experienced. 

There are more than forty geysers accessible in the three 
large basins on the west side. Some spout every few 
seconds, some every few minutes, others a t intervals of hours 
or days, a few at irregular intervals of weeks. The erup­
tions vary from several feet to two hundred and fifty feet. 

But the whole reyion bubbles and hisses and steams. 
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