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NOTE TO THIRD EDITION

HI{ first edition of the National Parks Portfolio, which numbered

275,000 copies, was issued by the Department of the Interior in
June, 1916. The second edition, brought up to date by the substi-

tution of later photographs and enlarged by the addition of thirty-
six pages, was one of the first publications of the new National Park Service,
which Congress created August 25, 1916. This, the third edition, contains
twenty-two additional pages of pictures. It shows fifty pictures not included
in former editions.

Acknowledgments are due to the many photographers, professional and
amateur, who contributed some of the best examples of their work to this
Portfolio; to the United States Geological Survey for assistance and hearty
cooperation; to many helpful individuals; and to seventeen Western railroads,
whose contribution of forty-three thousand dollars made possible its first
publication.

ROBERT STERLING YARD

FOR SALE BY SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Boox Bounxp v CrotH . . . v v v v v v v 0 v Oxe Dorrar



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
JOHN BARTON PAYNE, SkcRETARY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STEPHEN T. MATHER, Direcror

INTRODUCTION

O BUILD a railroad, reclaim lands, give new impulse to enterprise,

and offer new doors to ambitious capital—these are phases of
T the ever-widening life and activity of this Nation. The United
States, however, does more; it furnishes playgrounds to the peo-

ple which are, we may modestly state, without any rivals in the world. Just
as the cities are seeing the wisdom and mnecessity of open spaces for the chil-
dren, so with a very large view the Nation has been saving from its domain
the rarest places of grandeur and beauty for the enjovment of the world.

And this fact has been discovered only recently by many. Turope being
closed, thousands for the first time have crossed the continent and seen one or
more of the national parks. That such mountains and glaciers, lakes and can-
yous, forests and waterfalls were to be found in this country was a revelation to
many who had heard but had not believed. It would appear from the ex-
perience of the past year that the real awakening as to the value of these parks
has at last been realized, and that those who have hitherto found themselves
enticed by the beauty of the Alps and the Rhine and the soft loveliness of the
valleys of T'rance may f(ind equal if not more stimulating satisfaction in the
mountains, rivers, and valleys which this Government has set apart for them
and for all others. :

There is no reason why this Nation should not make its public health and
scenic domain as available to all its citizens as Switzerland and Ttaly make
theirs. The aim is to open them thoroughly by road and trail and give access
and accommodation to every degree of income. In this belief an effort is
making now as never before to outfit the parks with new hotels and public
camps which should make the visitor desire to linger rather than hasten on
his journey. One large hotel has been projected in the Valley of the Yosemite;
a fine new hotel stands on Glacier Point, while more modest lodges have
been dotted about in the obscurer spots to make accessible the rarer beauties
of the inner Yosemite. For, with the new ‘Tioga Road, which, through the
generosity of Mr. Stephen T. Mather and a few others, the Government has
acquired, there is to be revealed a new Yosemite which only John Muir and
others of similar bent have seen. This is a YVosemite far different from the
quiet, incomparable valley. Itis a land of forests, snow, and glaciers. From
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Mount Lyell one looks, as from an island, upon a tumbled sea of snowy peaks.
Its lakes, many of which have never been fished, are alive with trout. And
through it foams the Tuolumne River, a water spectacle destined to world
celebrity.

A new hotel, accompanied by adequate camping facilities, has been built
on a shoulder of Mount Rainier, in Paradise Valley; and roads are projected to
open up the northern side of this wonderful ice mountain. New roads and
trails are building in the Glacier National Park, and new hotels are projected to
make accessible portions of this scenic wilderness of incomparable magnificence.

While as the years have passed we have been modestlv developing the
superb scenic possibilities of the Yellowstone, nature has made of it the largest
and most populous game preserve in the Western Hemisphere. Its great size,
its altitude, its vast wildernesses, its plentiful waters, its favorable conforma-
tion of rugged mountain and sheltered valley, and the nearly perfect protec-
tion afforded by the policy and the scientific care of the Government have
made this park, since its inauguration in 1872, the natural and inevitable cen-
ter of game conservation for this Nation. There is something of significance
in this. It is the destiny of the natiomal parks, if wisely controlled, to
become the public laboratories of nature study for the Nation. And from
them specimens may be distributed to the city and State preserves, as is
now being doune with the elk of the Yellowstone, which are too abundant, and
may be done later with the antelope.

If Congress will but make the funds available for the construction of roads
over which automobiles may travel with safety (for all the parks are now open
to motors) and for trails to hunt out the hidden places of beauty and dignity,
we may expect that year by year these parks will become a more precious
possession of the people, holding them to the further discovery of America
and making them still prouder of its resources, esthetic as well as material.

JouN BARrRTON PAYNE,

Secretary of the Interior.
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PRESENTATION

HIS Nation is richer in natural scenerv of the first order than any

other nation; but it does not know it. It possesses an empire
T of grandeur and beauty which it scarcely has heard of. It owns
the most inspiring playgrounds and thie best equipped nature
schools in the world and is serenely ignorant of the fact. In its national
parks it has neglected, because it has quite overlooked, an economic asset of
incalculable value.

The Nation must awake, and it now becomes our happy duty to waken it
to so pleasing and profitable a reality. This portfolio is the morning call to
the day of realization.

Individual features of several of our national parks are known the world
over; but few to whom the Yosemite Valley is a household word know that
its seven wonderful miles are a part of a scenic wonderland of eleven hundred
square miles called the Yosemite National Park. So with the Yellowstone;
all have heard of its geysers, but few indeed of its thirty-three hundred square
miles of wilderness beauty. Some of the finest of our national parks here
pictured you probably have never even heard of. The Sequoia National
Park, a hundred miles south of the Yosemite, one of the noblest scenic areas
in the world, is the home of more than a million sequoias, the celebrated Big
Trees of California; but even its name is known to few. The Crater T,ake
National Park encloses the deepest and bluest lake in the world surrounded
by walls of pearly fretted lavas of indescribable beauty—a very wonder spot;
but it is probably least known of all.

The miain object of this portfolio, therefore, is to present to the people of -
this country a panorama of our national parks and national monuments set
side by side for their study and comparison. Fach park will be found highly
individual. The whole will be a revelation.

This is the first really representative presentation of Amierican scenery
of grandeur ever published, perhaps ever made. The selection is from photo-
graphs collected during a period of many months from all available sources,
and represents the most striking work of many photographers.

The portfolio is dedicated to the American people. It is my great hope
that it will serve to turn the busy eyes of this Nation upon its national parks
long enough to bring some realization of what these pleasure gardens ought to
mean, of what so easily they may be made to mean, to this people.

STEPHEN ‘I MATHER,
Director, National Park Service.

(s)



THE NATIONAL PARKS AT A GLANCE

Number, 19; Total Area, 10,859 Square Miles. Arranged chronologically in the order of their creation.

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS

46 hot springs possessing curative properties—Many hotels
and boarding houses in adjacent city of Hot Springs—
Bathhouses under public control.

More_geysers than in all rest of world together—Boiling
springs—Mud volcanoes—Petrified forests—Grand Canyon
of the Yellowstone, remarkable for gorgeous coloring—
Large lakes and waterfalls—Wilderness inhabited by deer,
elk, bison, moose, antelope, bear, mountain sheep, etc.

Valley of world-famed beauty—Lofty cliffs—Romatic vis-
tas—Waterfalls of extraordinary height—j3 groves of big
trees—Large areas of snowy peaks—Waterwheel falls.

The Big Tree National Park—12,000 sequoia trees over 1o
feet in diameter, some 25 to 36 feet in diameter.

Created to preserve the celebrated General Grant Tree, 35
feet in diameter—6 miles from Sequoia National Park.

Largest accessible single-peak glacier system—28 glaciers,
some of large size—48 square miles of glacier, 50 to 1,000
feet thick—Remarkable subalpine wild-flower fields.

Lake of extraordinary blue in crater of extinct volcano, no
visible inlet, or outlet—Sides 1,000 feet high.

Large natural cavern.

Sulphur and other springs possessing curative properties—
Under Government regulation.

1 Wooded hilly tract on Devils Lake.

Most notable and best preserved prehistoric cliff dwellings
in United States, if not in the world. *

Rugged mountain region of unsurpassed alpine character—
250 glacier-fed lakes of romantic beauty—6o small gla-
ciers—Peaks of unusual shape—Precipices thousands of
feet deep—Fine trout fishing.

Heart of the Rockies—Snowy Range, peaks 11,000 to 14,250
feet altitude—Remarkable records of glacial period.

Two active volcanoes, Mauna Loa, largest in the world,
and Kilauea,whose lake of bubbling lava is world famed—
A third volcano, Haleakala, crater 8 miles wide.

Active volcano—Lassen Peak, 10,437 feet in altitude—
Cinder Cone, 6,907 feet—Hot springs—Mud geysers.

Highest Mountain in North America—Rises higher above
surrounding country than any mountain in the world.

Greatest example of stream erosion in the world—More than
10 miles wide—More than 1 mile deep.

Group of granite mountains rising upon Mount Desert

Magnificent gorge (Zion Canyon), depth from 8oo to 2,000
feet, with precipitous walls, of great beauty and scenic

NATIONAL PARK AR
£ £y ‘. 1
and Date LOCATION sm:;re
‘ miles
Hort Springs Res- | Middle 115
ERVATION Arkansas
1832
YELLowsTONE | North- 3,348
1872 western
Wyoming
YOSEMITE Middle 1, 125
1890 castern
California
SEQUOIA Middle 252
1890 castern
California
GENERAL GrantT | Middle 4
1890 California
|
MounTt RaINIER | West 324
1899 central
Washington
CRATER LAKE Southern 249
1902 Oregon
Winp CAVE South 17
1903 Dakota
Prarr Southern 14
1904 Oklahoma
SuLLys Hiry, North 854 {
1904 Dakota
MEsA VERDE Southern 77 [
1906 Colorado |
GLACIER North- 1, 534 }
1910 western ’
Montana |
Rocky Mountain | Northern 308 ‘
1915 Colorado !
Hawan Hawaii 118
1916
LassEN Vorcanic | Northern 124
1916 California
Mount McKINLEY | South 2, 200
1917 central
Alaska
Granp Canvon | Northern 058
1919 Arizona
LAFAYETTE L Maine 8
1919 Coast Island.
Ziom South- 120
1919 western
Utah interest.
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A NATIONAL PARK
AND A NATIONAL MONUMENT

HI; difference between a mnational park and a national
I monument is not always easy to define. A national park
is created by Congress with the implied purpose of devel-

opment by appropriations for the public enjoyment. A

national monument is proclaimed by the President to conserve some
historical structure or landmark, or some restricted area of unusual
scientific value; there is no presumption of development.

A national park is supposed to have park-like area, but several are
very small. A mnational monument is supposed to be confined to the
object conserved, but several have large areas.

The act of August 25, 1916, creating the National Park Service and
recent appropriations for the development of several national monuments
tend to further extinguish differences.

For travel purposes it may be assumed that all national parks within
the United States are ready for all visitors, including motorists in their
own cars. One can comfortably reach and see many of the national
monuments, but it will be safer to make special inquiry in advance of
starting.
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Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul OLD FAITHFUL
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Photograph by J. E. Ilaynes, St. Paul
Tue Great Farrs ofF THE YeLLowsTONF, NEArRLY Twice as Hicn as Niacara

Below these falls the river enters the gorgeously colored Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone
(12)



Copyright, 1906, by W.S. Berry

ANTELOPE

THE LAND of WONDERS

HE Yellowstone National Park is the largest and most widely- cele-
brated of our national parks. It is a wooded wilderness of thirty-
three hundred square miles. It contains more geysers than are

found in the rest of the world together. It has innumerable boiling
springs whose steam mingles with the clouds.
It has many rushing rivers and large lakes. It has waterfalls of great

height and large volume. It has fishing waters unexcelled.

It has canyons of sublimity, one of which presents a spectacle of broken
color unequaled. It has areas of petrified forests with trunks standing. It
has innumerable wild animals which have ceased unduly to fear man; in fact,
it is unique as a bird and animal sanctuary.

It has great hotels and many public camps. It has two hundred miles of
excellent roads.

In short, it is not only the wonderland that common report describes; it is
also the fitting playground and pleasure resort of a great people; it is also the

ideal summer school of nature study.
(13)



Photograph by George R. King
Tue Upper FaLLs oF THE YELLOWSTONE, A FEw MiLes BeLow YEeLLowsTONE LAKE

Above these falls the rushing river lies nearly level with surrounding country; below it begin the cany
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Photograph by George R. King

CresT oF THE Lower IFaLLs

THREEFOLD PERSONALITY

HI{ Yellowstone is associated in the public mind with geysers only.
Thousands even of those who, watches in hand, have hustled
from sight to sight over the usual stage schedules, bring home
vivid impressions of little else.

There never was a greater mistake. Were there no geysers, the Yellow-
stone watershed alone, with its glowing canyon, would be worth the national
park. Were there also no canyon, the scenic wilderness and its incomparable
wealth of wild-animal life would be worth the national park.

The personality of the Yellowstone is threefold. The hot-water manifes-
tations are worth minute examination, the canyon a contemplative visit, the
park a summer. Dunraven Pass, Mount Washburn, the canyon at Tower
Falls, Shoshone Lake, Sylvan Pass—these are known to very few indeed.
See all or you have not seen the Yellowstone.
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Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Castie WeLL, One oF tue InnumerasLE Hor Springs

These springs, whose marvelously clear water is a deep blue, have an astonishing depth

Plzo_!(mr{; Nle)ﬁ?d:zra rd S. Curlis
Tue Carvep AND FreTTED TrERrRACES AT Mammorn Hot Sprines

These great white hills, deposited and buiit up by the hot waters, sometimes envelope forest trees
g s dej P by s
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Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Pau!
Tur Giant GeYSer, IN MaNy Respecrs THE GREATEST OF ALL
Tt spouts for an hour.at a time, the water reaching a height of 250 feet.  Interval, six to fourteen days

65163°—21——2 (x7)



Copyright by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul

Tuae Norris GEYser Basin

GEYSERS SPOUT AND STEAMING VAPORS RISE

HI{ first view of the geyser basins affords a sen-
. sation mnever to be forgotten. Iarly explorers
T imagined they smelled brimstone. Ijarly lecturers
were hissed and sometimes even stoned in the

streets as imposters. Certainly the imaginative beholder
acquires thrills he never before experienced.

There are more than forty geysers accessible in the three
large basins on the west side. Some spout every few
seconds, some every few minutes, others at intervals of hours
or days, a few at irregular intervals of weeks. The erup-
tions vary from several feet to two hundred and fifty feet.

But the whole region bubbles and hisses and steams.
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Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Tue Spectacurar Fountain GEYSER, SELDOM

IN ErurrioN

Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Tue Livery Riversive Gevser WaicH Prays Every Few Hours






