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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARKS PORTFOLIO

INTRODUCTION

[AAIRNO build a railroad, reclaim lands, give new impulse to enterprise,
and offer new doors to ambitious capital—these are phases of
the ever-widening life and activity of this Nation. The United
States, however, does more; it furnishes playgrounds to the peo-
ple which are, we may modestly state, without any rivals in the world. Just
as the cities are seeing the wisdom and necessity of open spaces for the chil-
dren, so with a very large view the Nation has been saving from its domain

the rarest places of grandeur and beauty for the enjoyment of the world.

And this fact has been discovered by many only this year. Having an
incentive in the expositions on the Pacific coast, and Europe being closed,
thousands have for the first time crossed the continent and seen one or more
of the national parks. That such mountains and glaciers, lakes and canyons,
forests and waterfalls were to be found in this country was a revelation to
many who had heard but had not believed. It would appear from the ex-
perience of the past year that the real awakening as to the value of these parks
has at last been realized, and that those who have hitherto found themselves
enticed by the beauty of the Alps and the Rhine and the soft loveliness of the
valleys of France may find equal if not more stimulating satisfaction in the
mountains, rivers, and valleys which this Government has set apart for them
and for all others.

It may reconcile those who think that money expended upon such luxuries
is wasted—if any such there are—to be told that the sober-minded traffic men
of the railroads estimate that last year more than a hundred million dollars
usually spent in European travel was divided among the railroads, hotels, and
their supporting enterprises in this country.

There 1s no reason why this nation should not make its public health and
scenic domain as available to all its citizens as Switzerland and Italy make



theirs. The aim is to open them thoroughly by road and trail and give access
and accommodation to every degree of income. In this belief an effort is
making this year as never before to outfit the parks with new hotels which
should make the visitor desire to linger rather than hasten on his journey.
One hotel was built last year on Lake McDermott, in Glacier Park, one is now
building on the shoulder of Mount Rainier, in Paradise Valley, another in the
Valley of the Yosemite with an annex high overhead on Glacier Point, while
more modest lodges are to be dotted about in the obscurer spots to make
accessible the rarer beauties of the inner Yosemite. For, with the new Tioga
Road, which, through the generosity of Mr. Stephen T. Mather and a few
others, the Government has acquired, there is to be revealed a new Yosemite
which only John Muir and others of similar bent have seen. This 1s a
Yosemite far different from the quiet, incomparable valley. It is a land of
forests, snow, and glaciers. From Mount Lyell one looks, as from an island,
upon a tumbled sea of snowy peaks. Its lakes, many of which have never
been fished, are alive with trout. And through it foams the Tuolumne
River, a water spectacle destined to world celebrity.  Meeting obstructions
in its slanting rush, the water now and again rises perpendicularly, forming
upright foaming arcs sometimes fifty feet in height. These “water-wheels,”
a dozen or more in number, soon will be made accessible by trail.

While as the years have passed we have been modestly developing the
superb scenic possibilities of the Yellowstone, nature has made of it the largest
and most populous game preserve in the Western Hemisphere. Its great size,
its altitude, its vast wildernesses, its plentiful waters, its favorable conforma-
tion of rugged mountain and sheltered valley, and the nearly perfect protec-
tion afforded by the policy and the scientific care of the Government have
made this park, since its inauguration in 1872, the natural and inevitable cen-
ter of game conservation for this nation. There is something of significance
in this. It is the destiny of the national parks, if wisely controlled, to
become the public laboratories of nature study for the Nation. And from
them specimens may be distributed to the city and State preserves, as is
now being done with the elk of the Yellowstone, which are too abundant, and
may be done later with the antelope.

If Congress will but make the funds available for the construction of roads
over which automobiles may travel with safety (for all the parks are now open
to motors) and for trails to hunt out the hidden places of beauty and dignity,
we may expect that year by year these parks will become a more precious
possession of the people, holding them to the further discovery of America
and making them still prouder of its resources, esthetic as well as material.

FrankrLiN K. LANE,
Secretary of the Interior.

PRESENTATION

ENHTS Nation is richer in natural scenery of the first order than any
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iy B other nation; but it does not know it. It possesses an empire
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schools in the world and is serenely ignorant of the fact. In its national

the most inspiring playgrounds and the best equipped nature

parks it has neglected, because it has quite overlooked, an economic asset of
incalculable value.

The Nation must awake, and it now becomes our happy duty to waken it
to so pleasing and profitable a reality. This portfolio is the morning call to
the day of realization.

Individual features of several of our national parks are known the world
over; but few to whom the Yosemite Valley is a household word know that
its seven wonderful miles are a part of a scenic wonderland of eleven hundred
square miles called the Yosemite National Park. So with the Yellowstone;
all have heard of its geysers, but few indeed of its thirty-three hundred square
miles of wilderness beauty. Some of the finest of our national parks here
pictured you probably have never even heard of. The Sequoia National
Park, a hundred miles south of the Yosemite, one of the noblest scenic areas
in the world, is the home of more than a million sequoias, the celebrated Big
Trees of California; but even its name i1s known to few. The Crater Lake
National Park incloses the deepest and bluest lake in the world surrounded
by walls of pearly fretted lavas of indescribable beauty—a very wonder spot;
but it is probably least known of all.

The main object of this portfolio, therefore, is to present to the people of
this country a panorama of our principal national parks set side by side for
their study and comparison. Each park will be found highly individual. The
whole will be a revelation.

This 1s the first really representative presentation of American scenery
of grandeur ever published, perhaps ever made. The selection, which, with
the text and form, is by Robert Sterling Yard, is from photographs col-
lected during a period of many months from all available sources, and rep-
resents the most striking work of many photographers.

The portfolio is dedicated to the American people. It is my great hope
that it will serve to turn the busy eyes of this Nation upon its national parks
long enough to bring some realization of what these pleasure gardens ought to
mean, of what so easily they may be made to mean, to this people.

STEPHEN T. MATHER,
dssistant to the Secretary of the Interior in Charge of National Parks.
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Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
THE GREAT FALLS OF THE YELLOWSTONE, NEARLY TWICE As HIGH As Nr1acara

Below these falls the river enters the gorgeously colored Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone

Copyright, 1906, by I. S. Berry
‘ ANTELOPE

THE LAND OF WONDERS

brated of our national parks. It 1s a wooded wilderness of thirty-
three hundred square miles. It contains more geysers than are
found in the rest of the world together. It has innumerable boil-
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ing springs whose steam mingles with the clouds.

It has many rushing rivers and large lakes. It has waterfalls of great
height and large volume. It has fishing waters unexcelled.

It has canyons of sublimity, one of which presents a spectacle of broken
color unequaled. It has areas of petrified forests with trunks standing. It
has innumerable wild animals which have ceased unduly to fear man; in fact,
it 1s unique as a bird and animal sanctuary.

It has great hotels and many public camps. It has two hundred miles of
excellent roads.

In short, it is not only the wonderland that common report describes; it is
also the fitting playground and pleasure resort of a great people; it is also the

ideal summer school of nature study.



Photograph by George R. King
Tre Uprer FaLLs oF THE YELLOWSTONE, A FEw MiLes BELow YELLowSTONE LAKE

Above these falls the rushing river lies nearly level with surrounding country; below it begin the canyons
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Photograph by George R. King - 5
CresT oF THE UppER FALLS

THREEFOLD PERSONALITY

pAWd Thousands even of those who, watches in hand, have hustled
Y7 : : ;

: from sight to sight over the usual stage schedules, bring home
¢

N
MG

There never was a greater mistake. Were there no geysers, the Yellow-

vivid impressions' of little else.

stone watershed alone, with its glowing canyon, would be worth the national
park. Were there also no canyon, the scenic wilderness and its incomparable
wealth of wild-animal life would be worth the national park.

The personality of the Yellowstone is threefold. The hot-water manifes-
tations are worth minute examination, the canyon a contemplative visit, the
park a summer. Dunraven Pass, Mount Washburn, the canyon at Tower
Falls, Shoshone Lake, Sylvan Pass—these are known to very few indeed.
See all or you have not seen the Yellowstone.



Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
CastLe WELL, ONE oF THE INNUMERABLE Hor SpriNGs

These springs, whose marvellously clear water is a deep green, have an astonishing depth

)

Photograph by Edward S. Curtis Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Tue CArvED AND FrRETTED TERRACES AT MammorH HoT SPrINGS

These great white hills, deposited and built up by the hot waters, sometimes envelope forest trees

Tae Giant GEYsER, IN MaNy REespEcts THE GREATEST oF ALL

It spouts for an hour at a time, the water reaching a height of 250 feet. Interval, six to fourteen days



Copyright by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul

THE Norris GEYSER Basin

GEYSERS SPOUT AND STEAMING VAPORS RISE

sation never to be forgotten. Early explorers

imagined they smelled brimstone. Early lecturers

were hissed and sometimes even stoned in the
streets as impostors. Certainly the imaginative beholder

acquires thrills he never before experienced.

Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Tue Specracurar Fountain GEYSER, SELpom 1N ErUPTION

There are more than forty geysers accessible in the three
large basins on the west side. Some spout every few
seconds, some every few minutes, others at intervals of hours
or days, a few at irregular intervals of weeks. The erup-
tions vary from several feet to two hundred and fifty feet.

But the whole region bubbles and hisses and steams.

Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Tae LiveLy Riversipe Geyser WHicH Pravs Every Few Hours



Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
Evectric PEak, A SuPERB LANDMARK oF THE NORTH SIDE

MANY-COLORED CANYON

%‘lfﬁ(@) Inspiration Point, looking a thousand feet almost vertically
<4 down upon the foaming Yellowstone River, and southward three

miles to the Great Falls, the hushed observer sees spread before
AN him the most glorious kaleidoscope of color he will ever see in
nature. The steep slopes are inconceivably carved by the frost and the ero-
sion of the ages. Sometimes they lie in straight lines at easy angles, from
which jut high rocky prominences. Sometimes they seem carved from the
side walls. Here and there jagged rocky needles rise perpendicularly like
groups of gothic spires.

And the whole 1s colored as brokenly and vividly as the field of a kaleido-
scope. The whole is streaked and spotted and stratified in every shade from
the deepest orange to the faintest lemon, from deep crimson through all the
brick shades to the softest pink, from black through all the grays and pearls
to glistening white. The greens are furnished by the dark pines above, the
lighter shades of growth caught here and there in soft masses on the gentler
slopes and the foaming green of the plunging river so far below. The blues,
ever changing, are found in the dome of the sky overhead.
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Copyright by Gifford
View rrom Mount WASHBURN SHOWING YELLOWSTONE LAKE IN DISTANCE

The northern east side is a country of striking and romantic scenery made accessible by excellent roads

s 2 'l(.‘._‘
Copyright by Giflord

TROUTING IN THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER
One of the great trout rivers of the world. The fish run large. They are taken with spoon and fly



Copyright by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul

STANDING UPON ArTisT's Point, WaicH Pusues Our Aimost OvEr THE Foaming River A Trousano Feer Berow, THE IncomparRABLE CANYON OF THE YELLOWSTONE WIDENS BEFORE
You into THE Most Grorious KarLeiposcoreE oF CoLor You WiLL Ever See 1N NATURE
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Copyright by S. N. Leck
Tairty TrHOUsAND ELk Roam This SancTuarRy WILDERNESS

Photograph by Schlechten
It Is THE NaTUrRAL HoME oF THE CELEBRATED BIGHORN, THE RockY-MOUNTAIN SHEEP

Photograph by G. Swanson
Deer Make UNEXPECTED SILHOUETTES AT FREQUENT INTERVALS

GREATEST ANIMAL REFUGE

EEIRNHE Yellowstone National Park is by far the largest and most suc-
cessful wild-animal preserve in the world. Since it was estab-
lished in 1872 hunting has been strictly prohibited, and elk, bear,
deer of several kinds, antelope, bison, moose, and bighorn mountain

sheep roam the plains and mountains in large numbers. Thirty thousand elk,
for instance, live in the park. Antelope, nearly extinct elsewhere, here abound.

These animals have long since ceased to fear man as wild animals do every-
where except in our national parks. While few tourists see them who follow
the beaten roads in the everlasting sequence of stages, those who linger in the
glorious wilderness see them in an abundance that fairly astonishes.

Photograph by S. N. Leck
In WinTeErR WHEN THE SNnows ARE DEEp Park RanGgers Leave Hay x
CONVENIENT SPOTS



Photograph by Edward S. Curtis

Tue WiLp Herp Has DeveLorED FrRoM A FEw ANIMALS
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ANIMALS REALLY AT HOME

Photograph by Edward S. Curtis
UNLikE THE GrizzLy, THE BRowN Bear Crmves TrREEs QuickLy anDp EasiLy

ERY different, indeed, from the beasts of the after-dinner story
and the literature of adventure are the wild animals of the Yel-
lowstone. Never shot at, never pursued, they are comparatively
as fearless as song-birds nestling in the homestead trees.

Wilderness bears cross the road without haste a few yards ahead of the
solitary passer-by, and his accustomed horses jog on undisturbed. Deer by
scores lift their antlefed heads above near thickets to watch his passing. Elk
scarcely slow their cropping of forest grasses. Even the occasional moose,
straying far from his southern wilderness, scarcely quickens his long lope.
Herds of antelope on near-by hills watch but hold their own.

Only the grizzly and the mountain sheep, besides the predatory beasts, still
hide in the fastnesses. But the mountain sheep loses fear and joins the others
in winters of heavy snow when park rangers scatter hay by the roadside.




Photograph by S. N. Leek.

THE PARADISE OF ANGLERS

AERIHE  Yellowstone 1s a land of splendid rivers. Three watersheds

& find their beginnings within its borders. From Yellowstone Lake

WY
s

Snake River; and in the western slopes rise the Madison and its many tribu-

flows north the rushing Yellowstone River with its many tribu-

taries; from Shoshone, Lewis, and Heart Lakes flows south the

taries. All are trout waters of high degree.
The native trout of this region is the famous cutthroat. The grayling is
native in the Madison River and its tributaries. Others have been planted.
Besides the stream fishing, which is unsurpassed, the lakes, particularly cer-
tain small ones, afford admirable sport.

Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul
A Bic Trour FroM SHOSHONE LAKE
The game cutthroat is the commonest trout in the Yellowstone, but there are six other varieties

Photograph by J. E. Haynes

CurraroaTs FROM ONE TO THREE orR Four Pounps ArRe TakeN IN LARGE NUMBERS
AT THE YELLOWSTONE LAKE OUTLET

Copyright by Gifford

Younc PELicans oN PrLican IsLanp 1N YELLOwSTONE LAKE
The Yellowstone pelicans are very large and pure white, a picturesque feature of the park
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Photograph by J. E. Haynes, St. Paul

Tre Lake HotEeL
Turee oF THE Five Larce HoteLs 1N THE YELLowsTONE NaTioNaL Park

Photograph by Shiplers, Salt Lake City
TuERE ARE ArLso More TuAN A Dozen Larce Pusric Campes

LIVING i the YELLOWSTONE

YHE park has entrances on all four sides. Three have railroad con-
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circuit connecting places of special interest.

from all entrances enter a central belt road which makes a large

Five large hotels are located at points convenient for seeing the sights, and
are supplemented by a dozen or more public camps at modest prices.

Transportation companies make the circuit on schedules which carry the
hurried visitor around the park in five days.

But the day of the unhurried visitor has dawned. If you want to enjoy
your Yellowstone, if, indeed, you want even to see it, you should make your
minimum twice five days; two weeks is better; a month 1s 1deal.

Spend the additional time at the canyon and on the trails. See the lake
and the pelicans. Visit Shoshone Lake. Climb Mount Washburn. Spend a
day at Tower Falls. See Fort Yellowstone at Mammoth Hot Springs. Hunt
wild animals with a camera. Stay with the wilderness and it will repay you a
thousandfold. Fish a little, study nature in her myriad wealth—and live.

The Yellowstone National Park 1s ideal for camping out. When people rea-
lize this it should quickly become the most lived in, as it already is one of the
most livable, of all our national parks. Remember that the Yellowstone is yours.



Copyright by S. N. Leek
Tue Soutn EntrRance Is Near THE LoroLy TeToN Ranck, JusT OVER THE Bounpary

THE NATIONAL PARKS AT A GLANCE

Arranged chronologically in the order of their creation

[Number, 14; Total Area, 7,290 Square Miles]

AREA
A pese “RE | LOCATION | e DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS
miles
Hot Springs REser-| Middle 125 | 46 hot springs possessing curative properties—Many hotels
VATION Arkansas and boarding-houses in adjacent city of Hot Springs—
1832 bath-houses under public control.
YELLOWSTONE North- 3,348 | More geysers than in all rest of world together—Boiling
1872 | western springs—Mud volcanoes—Petrified forests—Grand Canyon
| Wyoming of the Yellowstone, remarkable for gorgeous coloring—
Large lakes—Many large streams and waterfalls--Vast
wilderness inhabited by deer, elk, bison, moose, antelope,
bear, mountain sheep, beaver, etc., constituting greatest
wild bird and animal preserve in world—Altitude 6,000 to
11,000 feet—Iixceptional trout fishing.
| . g =
YoseEMITE | Middle 1,125 | Valley of world-famed beauty—Lofty cliffs—Romantic vistas
1890 castern —Many waterfalls of extraordinary height—3 groves of
California big trees—High Sierra—Large areas of snowy peaks—
Waterwheel falls—Good trout fishing.
SEQUOIA | Middle 237 | The Big Tree National Park—12,000 sequoia trees over 10 feet
1890 castern in diameter, some 25 to 36 feet in diameter—Towering
California mountain ranges—>Startling precipices—I'ine trout fishing.
GeneraL Grant | Middle 4 | Created to preserve the celebrated General Grant Tree, 35
1890 castern feet in diameter—six miles from Sequoia National Park and
California under same management.
Mount Ramnier | West 324 | Largest accessible single-peak glacier system—28 glaciers,
1899 central some of large size—TIorty-eight square miles of glacier,
Washington fifty to five hundred feet -thick—Remarkable sub-alpine
wild-flower fields.
CraTER LAkE South- 249 | Lake of extraordinary blue in crater of extinct volcano, no
1902 western inlet, no outlet—Sides 1,000 feet high—Interesting lava for-
Oregon mations—Iine trout fishing.
Mesa VERDE South- 77 | Most notable and best-preserved prehistoric cliff dwellings in
1906 western United States, if not in the world.
| Colorado
|
Pratr Southern 1% Sulphur and other springs possessing curative properties—
1906 Oklahoma Under Government regulations.
GLACIER North- 1,534 | Rugged mountain region of unsurpassed Alpine character—
1910 western 250 glacier-fed lakes of romantic beauty—60 small glaciers
Montana —Peaks of unusual shape—Precipices thousands of feet
deep—Almost sensational scenery of marked individuality
—Fine trout fishing.
Rockxy Mountaixn | North 358 | Heart of the Rockies—Snowy range, peaks 11,000 to 14,250
1915 middle feet altitude—Remarkable records of glacial period.
Colorado

National Parks of less popular interest are:

Sully’s Hill, 1904, North Dakota
Wind Cave, 1903, South Dakota
Casa Grande Ruin, 1892, Arizona

................................... Wooded hilly tract on Devil’s T.ake.
................................... Large natural cavern.

.................................. Prehistoric Indian ruin.



HOW TO REACH THE NATIONAL PARKS
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NATIONAL PARKS

AND
PRINCIPAL RAILROAD CONNECTIONS \ Pl
. -

The map shows the location of all of our National Parks and their principal railroad connections.
The traveler may work out his routes to suit himself. Low round-trip excursion fares to the
American Rocky Mountain region and Pacific Coast may be availed of in visiting the National
Parks during their respective seasons, thus materially reducing the cost of the trip. Trans-
continental through trains and branch lines make the Parks easy of access from all parts of the
United States. For schedules and excursion fares to and between the National Parks write to the
Passenger Departments of the railroads which appear on the above map, as follows:

ArizoNna EasTerRN RarLroap - - < m e N w = fg - Tucson, Ariz.

Arcuison, Toreka & Santa Fe Rarnway - - - « = = -1119Railway Exchange, Chicago, Ill.
Cricaco & NortH WESTERN Rarnway - - - - - - - 226 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ill.
Cuicaco, BurrLingTon & Quincy Raimroap Co. - - - - 547 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ill.
Cricaco, MiLwAUKEE & St. Paun Raitway - - - - - - - Railway Exchange, Chicago, Il
CoLorapo AND SouTHERN Rarway - - - - - - - Railway Exchange Building, Denver, Colo.

ettt A5 S L) Equitable Building, Denver, Colo.
- Railroad Building, Fourth and Jackson Streets, St. Paul, Minn.
- - - = Galveston, Texas.

Dexver & Rio Granpe RaiLroan Co. -
GreaT NorRTHERN Ramnway - - - -
Gurr, CoLorapo & Santa Fe Rartway - -~ - - PR

Triinors CENTRAL RAILROAD = & = ‘e = m = = = = .= Central Statiog, Chicaga, Il
Missourt Pacrric Ramwway - - - - - - - . Railway Exchange Building, St. Louis, Mo.
NortaERN PaAciric Rammway - - - - Railroad Building, Fifth and Jackson Streets, St. Paul, Minn.
Sanx Pepbro, Los AnGeLes & Sart Lake Raitroap - - - Pacific Electric Building, Los Angeles, Calif.
SoutHERN Paciric CompPaNY - Flood Building, San Francisco, Calif.
Unrton Pacrric SysTem - - - - - - Garland Building, 58 East Washington Street, Chicago, Ill.
Wasase Ramway - - - - =« - - - - - - Railway Exchange Building, St. Louis, Mo.
WesteERN Paciric Rainway « = =« = =« = = = = = MillsBuilding, San Francisco, Calif.

For information about sojourning and traveling within the National Parks write to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for the Information circular of the Park or Parks in which you are interested.
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REMEMBER THAT

YELLOWSTONE BELONGS TO YOU

IT IS ONE OF THE GREAT NATIONAL PLAYGROUNDS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
FOR WHOM IT IS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

PRESS OF CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, NEW YORK
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Tue HicHEsT WATERFALL IN THE WORLD—THE YOSEMITE FALLS
The Upper Fall measures 1,430 feet, as high as nine Niagaras. The Lower Fall measures 320 feet.
The total drop from crest to river, including intermediate cascades, is half a mile
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Tue YosemiTE VALLEY FrROM INSPIRATION PoiNt, SHOWING BRIDALVEIL FALLS

LAND of ENCHANTMENT

HO does not know of the Yosemite Valley! And yet, how few
have heard of the Yosemite National Park! How few know that
this world-famous, incomparable Valley 1s merely a crack seven

miles long in a scenic masterpiece of eleven hundred square miles !

John Muir loved the Valley and crystallized i1ts fame in phrase.

But still more he loved the National Park, which he describes as including
“innumerable lakes and waterfalls and smooth silky lawns; the noblest forests,
the loftiest granite domes, the deepest ice-sculptured canyons, the brightest
crystalline pavements, and snowy mountains soaring into the sky twelve and
thirteen thousand feet, arrayed in open ranks and spiry-pinnacled groups par-
tially separated by tremendous canyons and ampitheaters; gardens on their
sunny brows, avalanches thundering down their long white slopes, cataracts
roaring gray and foaming in the crooked rugged gorges, and glaciers in their
shadowy recesses working in silence, slowly completing their sculptures; new-
born lakes at their feet, blue and green, free or encumbered with drifting ice-
bergs like miniature Arctic Oceans, shining, sparkling, calm as stars.”



Photograph by J. T. Boysen
TueE YoseMITE VALLEY FrROM GLACIER PoOINT Harr DoMe FroM NEarR WasHiNngToN COLUMN

The Upper and Lower Yosemite Falls are here shown in partial profile Its summit is 4,892 feet above the floor of the Valley
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EarLy MorniNGg BesipE Mirror Lake EL CaprtaN AT SUNSET

This lake is famous for its reflections of the cliffs. Mount Watkins in the background This gigantic rock, whose hard granite resisted the glacier, rises 3,604 feet from the Valley floor



THE VALLEY INCOMPARABLE

Photograph by H. T. Cowling

BeautiFuL VERNAL FaLLs

EEIIRNHE first view of most
spots of unusual
celebrity often falls
short of expecta-

A
.

tion, but this is seldom, if ever,
true of the Yosemite Valley.
The sheer immensity of the
precipices on either side of the
peaceful floor; the loftiness and
the romantic suggestion of the

numerous waterfalls; the maj-
esty of the granite walls; and
the unreal, almost fairy quality
of the ever-varying whole can-
not be successfully foretold.

This valley was once a tor-
tuous river canyon. So rapidly
was 1t cut by the Merced that
the tributary valleys soon re-
mained hanging high on either
side. Then the canyon became
the bed of a great glacier. It
was widened as well as deepened,
and the hanging character of the
side valleys was accentuated.

This explains the enormous
height of the waterfalls.

The Yosemite Falls, for in-
stance, drops 1,430 feet in one
sheer fall, a height equal to
nine Niagara Falls piled one on
top of the other. The Lower
Yosemite Fall, immediately be-
low, has a drop of 320 feet,
or two Niagaras more. Vernal
Falls has the same height. The
Nevada Falls drops 594 feet
sheer, and the celebrated Bridal-
veil Falls 620 feet. Nowhere
else in the world may be had a
water spectacle such as this.
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Its Name Is SeLr-EviDENT—THE BRIDALVEIL FaLLs



MirrROR LAKE
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Photograph by A. C. Pillshury
Tue Sueer IMMENsiTY oF THE Precipices oN ErTHER Sipe THE VALLEY's Peacirur Froor, THE Romantic Majesty oF THE GRANITE WALLS, AND THE UNREAL, ALMOST FAIRYLIKE
QuaLity oF THE EVER-VARYING WHOLE, ATTEST IT INCOMPARABLE



CHARM OF THE SCENIC WILD
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THe GrizzLy GIaNT, THE BIGGEST
YosEMITE SEQuUOIA

UMMER in the Yosemite is
unreal. The Valley, with its
foaming falls dissolving into
mists, its calm forests hiding

the singing river, its enormous granites
peaked and domed against the sky, its
inspiring silence haunted by distant wa-
ter, suggests a dream. One has a sense
of fairyland and the awe of infinity.

Imagine Cathedral Rocks rising
twenty-six hundred feet above the wild
flowers, El Capitan thirty-six hundred
feet, Sentinel Dome fouyr thousand feet,
Half Dome five thousand feet, and
Cloud’s Rest six thousand feet! And
among them the waterfalls!

Even the weather appears impossible;
the summers are warm, but not too
warm; dry, but not too dry; the nights
cold and marvellously starry.

A few miles away are the Big Trees,
not the greatest groves nor the greatest
trees, for those are in the Sequoia Na-
tional Park, a hundred miles south, but
three groves containing monsters which,
next to Sequoia’s, are the hugest and the
oldest living things. Of these the Grizzly
Giant 1s king—whose diameter is nearly
thirty feet, whose girth 1s over ninety-
nine, and whose height is more than two
hundred. Their presence commands the
silence due to worship.

Winter i1s becoming a feature in the
life of the Valley. Hotels are open to
accommodate an increasing flow of visit-
ors. The falls are still and frozen, the
trees laden with snowy burdens. The
greens have vanished; the winter sun
shines upon a glory of gray and white.

Winter sports are rapidly becoming
popular on the floor of the Valley.
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WINTER IN THE YOSEMITE VALLEY
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SKIING IN THE YOSEMITE VALLEY

Winter sports are rapidly becoming popular on the floor of the Valley



LIVING IN THE WILDERNESS
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Yosemite. Four roomy public

camps, two excellent hotels,

the visitor a choice of kind and price.
New hotels are building to replace the old.
Other lodges are planned for regions far
from the Valley.

These improved conditions begin the
larger development of the Yosemite Na-
tional Park which the Department of the
Interior has planned so long and so care-
fully. It has there inaugurated a model
policy for all the national parks. The
Yosemite is reached from Merced.

The Yosemite i1s an excellent place to

camp out. One may have choice of many

kinds of mountain country. Nearly every-
. - : where the trout fishing 1s exceptionally
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Wein's Comng i fine. Camping outfits may be rented and

supplies purchased in the Valley. Garages

for motorists and rest-houses for trampers
will be found at convenient intervals.

TIOGA ROAD

valle) the old lloga Road,
which the Department of the

Interior acquired in 1915 and
put into good condition, crosses the park
from east to west, affording a new route
across the Sierra and opening to the pub-
lic for the first time the magnificent scenic
region in the north.

Th