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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE/SITE

DATE OF SITE ID. NO.
(Building) DESOLATION PEAXK LOOKOUT CONSTRUCTION ook 1ok o
SCALE QUAD NAME
SITE ADDRESS/LOCATION 0y Dpesolation Peak, elevation 6085, 1932 1:24000 Hozomeen Mountain
zzzdzﬁfgﬁidﬁike’ six miles south of ||, 0iriones) | UTM ZONE EASTING NORTHING
| el4]514141015]2] A 21 5 Il
DISTRICT COUNTY STATE CROSS REFERENCE yocy B1dg. #1227/11-__5
Skagit Whatcom Washington
SNCR RSN ATORE - - MCONTRIBUTING || DANGER OF DEMOLITION? OYES
DRESS National Park Service i (SPECIFY THREAT) Ono
CONTRIBUTING B UNKNOWN
DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S), CURRENT USE ORIGINAL USE
PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, IMPORTANT i
BUILDERS,ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC. Not used Firewateh/lookout
Cabin.

Wood frame set on concrete pier foundation; square

(14'6" x 14'6"); 5 bays wide; 1-story; shiplap siding; wood-shingled hip roof; off-center entrance on south with wood panel

and glass door; metal stovepipe on north slope. Exterior features include 2/2 hinged sash on each facade; simple molded
cornice; cormer boards; wood panel hinged shutters with diagonal bracing.

The U.S. Forest Service erected fire lookouts as part of their fire protection system for the forests. Most of the lookouts
were built between 1929-1935. W.W. II brought a perceived threat from across the Pacific and this led to the manning of
some lookoute as part of the military's Aireraft Warning System. After the war, aerial surveillance and other technological
advances rendered the old lookoute obsolete. Many were torn dowm in the 1960s. Desolation Peak Lookout was constructed by
USFS employee Oscar Banner in 1932. One of Desolation's past lookouts was writer Jack Kerouac whose book Desolation Angels

describes the summer he spent there in 1956. A new roof was installed in 1980 by the NPS. This lookout is similar in
appearance to Sourdough Mountain Lookout.

PUBLIC B vYes, LUMITED YES, UNLIMITED [|-EXISTING ONR OHABS HLCS (JSTATE CJLOCAL
ACCESSIBILITY [ NO UNKNOWN SURVEYS ONHL CONPs OcounTy [JOTHER
LOCATED IN AN (] ves B No CONDITION [J EXCELLENT [ FaR [J rUINS
HISTORIC DISTRICT?  [] NAME B coop [0 DETERIORATED

SIGNIFICANCE Eligible under Nat. Reg. Criterion A: for its association with USFS stewardship of National Forests, and under
Criterion C: as an emample of a distinet type of construction and architectural expression. Of the 43 lookouts erected by

the USFS in the Mt. Baker National Forest sinde 1915, only three are extant within NOCA. This is a good example of the type
of structure designed by the USFS in the 1930s for their fire protection system; and Desolation Lookout was used as an

Airqraf% Warning System station during WW II. It varies from Copper Lookout in its roofline. It possesses integrity of
design, location, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. .
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY REPORT

REFERENCE No.:

PROPERTY NAME:

OTHER NAME/
SITE No.

MULTIPLE NAME:

ADDRESS/
BOUNDARY

Restricted Location Information:

Contributing

Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects

Nomination/Determination Type:

Nominator:

Federal
Agency:

NPS Park Name:

Certification:

Other
Certification:

Historic
Functions:

Historic
Subfunctions:

Current
Functions:

Current
Subfunctions:

Level of
Significance:

Significant Person’s Name:

Criteria Considerations:

FEDERAL AGENCY

88003451 Control No.: 890104/jps
Desolation Peak Lookout

NOT APPLICABLE

North Cascades National Park Service Complex MRA

On Desolation Peak E of Ross Lake, 6 mi. § of Canadian borde
r
CITY: Hozomeen VICINITY
COUNTY: Whatcom STATE: WASHINGTON
Owner: FEDERAL Resource Type: BUILDING

Noncontributing

OO0 O =
OO OO

MULTIPLE RESOURCE

NOT APPLICABLE )

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Ross Lake

DATE RECEIVED/PENDING NOMINATION Date: 12/29/88
NOT APPLICABLE == 2/"’!?7
—//

RECREATION AND CULTURE

OUTDOOR RECREATION

VACANT/NOT IN USE

NOT APPLICABLE

LOCAL EVENT

ARCHITECTURE/ENGINEERING

Applicable Criteria:

NOT APPLICABLE

NOT APPLICABLE



ARCHITECTURE
CONSERVATION

ATea of S1gniflcance:

Periods of: 19251949

Significance:
Architect/Builder/Engineer/
Designer:

US Forest Service

Other Documentation:

NOT APPLICABLE

HARS No. N/A

Architectural NO STYLE LISTED

Styles:
Describe Other Style: NOT APPLICARBLE

Foundation Materials: CONCRETE

Wall Materials: WEATHERBOARD

Roof Materials: SHINGLE

Other Materials: METAL

Acreage: 0.9

UTH Zone Easting Northing
Coordinates: 10/ 76 45 440/ /54 19 31%S

Girca:
193¢
Cultural Affiliation:

NOT APPLICABLE

HAER No. N/A

Zone Easting Northing

7 vz

Specific Sig.

Years:



