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Introduction

Masses of geologically young raw peaks rear skyward. Immense
valleys, U-shaped by glaciers, channel swift-flowing streams.
Green-black forests protect mosses and flowers. Blue glaciers
strain as they tear at granite rock. A notched log decays slowly
as a pioneer's cabin returns to the earth. These are the North
Cascades, a wondrous, dynamic parkland.

The National Park complex consists of the North Cascades
National Park proper, Ross Lake National Recreation Area, and Lake
Chelan National Recreation Area.l The Park proper is divided into
two separate areas. The northern portion, which leans against the
Canadian border, is centered on Mount Shuksan and the Picket Range.
The southern unit, which includes Eldorado Peak (a mountain that
rises 7,000 feet in less than two miles), Boston Peak, and dozens
of other mountains, is separated from the northern one by Ross Lake
National Recreation Area. This narrow ribbon includes the Skagit
River and seventeen miles of Ross Lake, once a part of the river
itself. The southeastern end of the complex is called Lake Chelan

National Recreation Area. It encompasses the lower part of the

1. Each specific unit will be mentioned in the report where such
information is essential; the terms "National Park" and "National
Park complex" will be used liberally in the generic sense throughout.
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* Stehekin River and the upper end of 50-mile long'Lake‘Chelan, the
product of a mighty tongue of glacial ice.

The mountains do not ‘'stop at the park boundaries.’ To the
west and south lies Mount Baker National Forest whose namesake is
the tallest peak in Washington north of Mount Rainier. To the east
is the Paysayten Wilderness located in both Mount Baker and Okanogan
nat ional forests. South of the park, Glacier Peak Wilderness covers
parts of both Mount Baker and Wenatchee National Forests. The United
States Forest Service administers all these surrounding lands.

Within the park complex the high country, composed of dozens
of wild mountains, glaciers, snow, and delicate plants, and some of
the valleys, guarded by tangled growths of poplars and stinging
nettles as well as forest giants of cedar and Douglas fir, long defied
the advances of man. Even today, it is said, remote corners of the
park have yet to feel the boots of modern man. But along the rivers--
Skagit, Baker, Chilliwack, Big Beaver, Ruby, Cascade, Stehekin, and
more--man came ages ago and has left his slight imprint upon the land.
Indians and the late-comers unlocked the secrets of travel through
this mighty barrier, captured the energy of its rivers, and conquered
its highest peaks. The Skagit no longer runs wild. The mountains
have yielded their thin ores. §Still, history has made its impression
on only a small part of the whole park.

Although advantages would occur if the history of each unit of
the park complex appeared separately, the report will develop along

the line of themes. For example, mining affected all the areas and
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the degree of significance of individual sites can best come to
light in one general thematic discussion rether than four separate
reports on mining activities. Also, some themes, such as Indians
and shipping on Lake Chelan, will lead the reader outside the
boundaries of the park. The National Park has no Berlin-type walls
around it; it is part of the larger enviromment--the North Cascade
Range and the Pacific Northwest.

Finally, some subjects are so interrelated that it will become
necessary to mention some sites more than once. However, the specific
districts, sites, and structures will each be discussed in detail but
once, each under its major theme. Following most of these will appear
evaluations and recommendations concerning planning, preservation, and

interpretation.

xii



Chapter 1

THE INDIANS

The North Cascades present a barrier to moisture-laden winds
from the Pacific Ocean. Consequently the western side of the
range has a high rainfall and dense vegetation (up to 190 inches
of rainféll annually on the slopes). When whites first came to
the area, the level land along the coast, particularly the delta
of Skagit River and the lower river itself, was covered with
forest. Along the shore of Puget Sound and the banks of the river
the Indians erected their villages in scattered clearings. They
traveled mostly by water because of the thick vegetation. The sea
provided an abundance of food, the climate was moderate, and the
Skagit Indians lived a life of relative wealth and ease.

Across the mountains, on the semi-arid plateaus of the Columbia
Basin, the Indians knew a somewhat harder life. The Thompson, Okano-
gan, Methow, Wenatchee, and other groups worked harder for their
subsistence. Influenced by the open grasslands and the horse'(acquired
in the eighteenth éentury), they evolved a way of life somewhat
different from that of the coastal tribes.

Yet from times unknown the interior Indians made contact with
the coastal tribes. Each influenced the other. They exchanged ideas
and trade goods. Each too felt the influence of other neighbors.

1



The Puget Sound Indians had had many grim experiences at the hands

of the powerful, war-like Haidas from the northern coast of British
Columbia. The plateau tribes knew their neighbors to the east: the
Yakimas, Nez Perces, Sanpoils, Kalispels, etc., and were influenced

by the Indians of the buffalo country still farther east.

Skagit Indians

The shores and islands of Puget Sound and the many rivers that
drain into it contained a large number of small tribes or groups.
Most of them belonged to the coastal branch of the Salishan linguistic
stock. However; it was not uncommon that the various groups found it
difficult to understand one another, so different were their dialects.
Along the east side of the Sound lived such tribes as the Semiahmoo,

Swinomish, Nooksack, Lummi, Samish, Snohomish, and Skagit.

Villages
Different students have described the small Skagit tribe in
different ways. Edward S. Curtis wrote that these Indians lived on
the lowlands of the Skagit delta, along the wash in that vicinity,
on the northern half of Camano island, on the upper eastern shore of
Whidbey island, and on the eastern part of Swinomish island.2 John B.
Swanton described their locations as being on the Skagit and Stilla-

guamish Rivers, "except about their mouths." At the mouth of the

2. Edward 8. Curtis, The North American Indian, 9 (Norwood, Mass.,
1913), p. Th. The Skagit News, June 10, 188k, reported that it had
tried to learn the meaning of Skagit but could find no Indians who
knew. The Indians interviewed believed that the name was first
applied to themselves, then later to the river.
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Skagit he placed the Swinomish group, which he said was sometimes
considered to be a subdivision of the Skagits.3
This seeming confusion is due possibly to the Skagits' possessing
only vague concepts of being a tribe. They referred to themselves
as "the people" (Hum-a-luh). More properly they were a collection of
bands or villages by no means united into one political system. Only
rarely, such as in the face of an enemy, did they ally to serve a
common interest. Swanton has identified ten subdivisions of the group:
Baseleltsed,'on the Skagit, from present Van Horn to three miles
above Rockport and Sauk river, almost to the mouth of Suiattle Creek,

including the village of Tcagwalk at the mouth of the Sauk river.

Baskadsadsiuk, on the south bank of the Skagit, from Hamilton

to Birdsview, including a village opposite Hamilton.
Basekwiuk, on the Skagit, above Rockport,“including a village
at Marblemount (presently a district ranger station, but outside
the park boundary) at the mouth of the Cascade.
Basohalok, on the north bank of the Skagit, from Hamilton to
Birdsview, including a settlement at Hamilton.

Nookachamps, on the Skagit, from Mount Vernon to Sedro Woolley

and Nookachamps river drainage, including Tslatlabsh on Big Lake, and

3. dJohn R. Swanton, The Indian Tribes of North America, Smithsonian
Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 145 (Washington,
1962), pp. 441-42 and 448, John Osmundson, "Camano Island--Succession
of Occupation From Prehistoric to Present Time," in "Washington
Archeologist," 5 (April 1961), 5, says that a subdivision of the
Swinomish, the Kikialos, lived on Camano Island and were oriented to
the Skagit River, thelr ties being mostly with the lower Skagit
Indians. 3




a village back of Mount Vernon.

Sauk, on the Sauk, above confluence of Sulattle, including a
settlement on Sauk prairie above Darrington.

Sbaleuk, on the Skagit, from above Birdsview to above Concrete,
including a village at Concrete.

Sikwigwilts, on the Skagit, from Sedro Woolley to below Lyman,
including a village on the flats near Sedro Woolley.

Suiattle, on the Suiattle,.including a village near its mouth.

Tcubaabish, én the Skagit, from Lyman to below Hamilton, including
Da& Creek drainage and a village at the mouth of Day.

Accurate census figures of the Skagits are difficult to find.
When the first white explorers arrived foward the end of the eighteenth
century, perhaps as many as 1,000 Indians occupied this area. Gov. I.I.
Stevens reported in 1855 that there were then only 300 Skagits. In
1877, the same number had survived the rigors of civilization. The
1910 census could account for only 56, the lowest number in modern
times. Since then the number has increased, as with other Indians
throughout the nation. The population of the group today, on and
off the reservations, is probably more than 250.)+

The Puget Sound Indians, including the Skagits, lived in permanent
villages. But the people themselves were inveterate travelers. By

canoes, where possible, and by foot trails, where necessary, they

4, Swanton, pp. 441-L42; House Ex. Doc. 129, 334 Cong., lst sess.,
"Report of . . . the Several Pacific Railroad Explorations" (Report
of Governor Stevens), 1 (Washington, 1855), p. 465; University of
Chicago, Map, "The North American Indians, 1950, Distribution . . .
(Dec. 1960). L
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visited neighboring tribes along the sound and climbed into the
Cascades to hunt and to collect berries and root foods at the appro-
priate seasons. They used the abundant and easily-split cedar to
construct their homes in the permanent villages. Each of these

large structures held a number of families, each family having its
own partitionéd room and separate entrance. Occasionally these
houses were square, but more commonly they were rectangular build-
ings, 30 to 4O feet wide and up to 100 feet long. Sleeping platforms
ran around the robm while reed mats covered the floor. A rich man
might also line his walls with mats. The roofs of the Skagits' houses
are said to have had a single pitch, that is, a shed roof. This
type of construction differed from the houses of many other Sound
tribeg which had a gable roof. During their summer trips into the
mountains, the Skagits erected temporary shelters of poles and mats

made of bullrushes.5

Political Organization

Politically, the Skagits were but loosely organized as a group
or tribe. FEach band or village was independent of the others, allying
only when threatened by external dangers or, rarely, when intent on
some common cause such as an offensive against another tribe. In-

ternally the organization of a band was complex. Every man had

5. Hubert Howe Bancroft, The Native Races of the Pacific States of
North America, 1 (1874), p. 211; Curtis, p. 157; Albert Buell Lewis,
"Tribes of the Columbia Valley and the Coast of Washington and
Oregon," Memoirs of the American Anthropological Association, 1,
part 2 (Sept. 1906), pp. 157 and 159. -
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his place in the social structure, acquired through inheritance,
and no two men were exactly equal. -Although houses, canoes, and

so forth were held in common, the concept of wealth played an
important role. Gained through inheritance or in warfare, one's
wealth reflectedlone's gocial status. The "privileged ones,' -the
chiefs and nobles, possessed the greater share of wealth, be .it
copper, furs, or rare shells. These leaders maintained their
positions through.such things as ostentatious potlatches or a large

number of slaves.

Slaves
The Sound Indians acquired their slaves by warring on neigh-
boring groups or by kidnapping. A slave possessed no status
whatever. An owner might decide to kill g number of them for the
purpose of displaying his nobility by giving up his property so
readily. Adult males captured in %arfare were usually promptly
butchered anyway; otherwise these captives would try to escape

eventually.

Potlatches, etc.

Like other Indians of the Northern Pacific coast, the Skagits
erected memorial (totem) poles, carved wooden masks, decorated house
timbers, made wooden boxes, bowls, and household utensils. In all

these activities,. however, they were much less active than the

6. Philip Drucker, Cultures of the North Pacific Coast (San Francisco,

1965), pp. 46-52.
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Indians farther north, along the British Columbia coast. They also
indulged in the potlatch, a feast whereat the host proved his wealth
and generosity by giving away his possessions. In some of the larger
villages along the Sound stood large potlatch houses, one of which
was said to be over 500 feet long. A round or oval hole covered by

a suspended board marked the entrance to these cedar structures;
often too the timbers were carved and painted. The Skagit News,

in 1885, described a late-day potlatch:

Last Sunday the Skagit Indians inaugurated a great
"potlatch" on the upper river above Sauk. The maker
of the potlatch gathers up his wealth and treasures of
blankets, horses, guns, etc., and when he has sufficient
wealth he announces a grand potlatch (gift), to which all
the allied tribes may come. . . . as the day approaches,
hundreds of canoes are seen going to the potlatch house.
Here there is a general making of presents. The potlatch,
is given to aid an aspirant to political honors or on
general principles. When one Indian becomes too wealthy,
a potlatch is obligatory.

Another issue of the paper referred to an "old potlatch house,”
saying that the Indians had painted the image of "the old serpent" on

7

its posts.

7. Lewis, pp. 155-60 and 172; Paul Kane, Wanderings of an Artist
Among the Indians of North America (Tokyo, 1968), p. 153 (Kane
discusses potlatches on Vancouver Island.s; The Skagit News, June 10,
1884, and March 10, 1885. The potlatch and other features of Coastal
Indians' daily life are discussed in depth in Drucker, pp. 5565,

and in Tom McFeat, editor, Indians of the North Pacific Coast
(Seattle, 1966).




Physical Characteristics

Physically the Skagits were short but thick-set, their limbs
strong but bow-legged. They had broad faces, widely spaced eyes,
and prominent noses. They wore their hair long and usually loose.
Along the Sound, the Indians wore ear ornaments, rings, and necklaces,
but probably did not pierce their noses. They tattooced their bodies,
but not fo the extent of some other coastal tribes. One of the best
known customs of these people was that of flattening their foreheads.
It was this custom, mistakenly attributed to the misnamed Flathead
tribe of Idaho and western Montans (who did not flatten their heads),
that lead to the Protestant missionary endeavor in the Pacific
Northwest in the 1830s and 1840s.
Paul Kane described the process:
The Indian mothers all carry their infants strapped
to a plece of board covered with moss or loose fibres
of cedar bark, and in order to flatten the head they
place a pad on the infants' forehead, on the top of
which is laid a piece of smooth bark, bound on by a
leathern band passing through-holes: in the board on
either side, and kept tightly pressed across the
front of the head.. . . The process commences with
the birth of the infant, and is continued for a period
of from eight to twelve months, by which tgme the head
has . . . acquired /The shape/ of a wedge.
Clothing

Both men and women wore little clothing. In contrast to the

elaborate dress of the interior tribes, the men wore simply a

8. Bancroft, 1, p. 210; Lewis, p. 168; Kane, p. 123.



blanket made of dog hair, sometimes mixed with bird's down and
bark fiber, animal skins, or goat wool. They fastened this at
the neck with a wooden pin. The women were a little more modest,
wearing a bark "apron" under their blanket. Both sexes wore cone-
shaped, waterproof hats made of colored grasses as protection against
the ever-lasting rains. Both went barefooted. Some of them traded
for the tailored skin clothing made by the interior tribes; these
they reserved for winter use.9 .
Weapons

Originally the Skagits' weapons consisted of the bow and arrow
and war clubs, made of wood, bone, or stone. Captain George Vancouver,
RN, described a bow of very fine workmanship that he saw. It was 2%—
3 feet long, made from a naturally curved yew, and backed with a strip

of elastic hide or snake skin firmly cemented.

Canoes
Myron Eells, a missionary among the Puget Sound Indians, described
at length the canoces of these people. Before turning to Eells' account
one should note that the Puget Sound Indians did not build nor use
the fabled ocean-going war canoes of the Haidas of northern British

Columbia. However, they did employ three different kinds: 1. The

9. Bancroft, 1, p. 211; Lewis, pp. 156-66; Drucker, pp. 38-k2.

10. Lewis, p. 169; Bancroft, 1, p. 21k.



large or Chinook canoe, 2. The Twana fishing canoe, and 3. The shovel
canoce. All-were dugouts made from the cedar. The Indians burned

the log out, then finished the interior and exterior with stone hand
adzes. Next they steamed the log by filling it with water and hot
stones: . This caused the hollowed log to spread at which time the"
maker fastened in cross-pieces, or thwarts, about 14 inches’in diameter.
Cedar rope passed through the ends of the crosspieces and the sides of
the canoe holding the crosspiece in place. A one-inch rim of fir ran-
around the edge of the canoe as.protection against wear from paddling.
In the early historic period, the Indians-charred and polished the
outside of canoces and painted them red.

The Chinook canoes generally came from British Columbia through
trade. They could carry large loads and were used for travel on open
seas. These canoes were about 35 feet long, five feet wide at the
center, three feet high at the stern, and about four and one-half feet
high at the bow. In the middle and near the bow were places for masts.
A steersman sat near the stern.

The Twana Fisghing canoes plied all the rivers in the ‘Sound area.
They too had an ‘added rim“that could be replaced when worn. They
ranged from 12 to 30 feet in length, 20 to 48 inches in‘width, and
were from 9 to 20 inches deep in the center. The shovel canoce, also
very common on the Skagit, was the same as the Twana except that its
ends were blunt (1 to l%-feet wide) instead of coming to a point.

Canoe equipment included locally made paddles of maple wood,

a man’s paddle being about L4 feet long, with a 2%-foot blade that
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was five inches wide at its widest point. The woman's paddle was
both broader and shorter. The Sound Indians also imported the Makah
paddles, 5 feet long, 3-foot blade, and T inches wide, made of yew.

A variation on paddles was called the Chelalis or river paddle. Its
blade ended in an inverted U, which was used to push against logs. To
travel upriver, the Indians used simple poles about 12 to 15 feet in
length. They bailed by means of a wooden dipper, alder being the
preferred wood. They made anchors by simply grooving a rock or

drilling a hole through it.-™

Food

The sea provided the Skagits with abundant food, especially
salmon and shellfish. The men also hunted deer and other animals.
Women picked berries and dug edible roots. They boiled fish and
game in baskets or wooden troughs heated byihot rocks, roasted the
same on open fires, baked rooté and acorns in pits, and dried both
fish and berries. So abundant was food, particularly salmon, that
a family could obtain several months' supply in just a few days'
work. As a result, the Skagits had considerably more time for

leisure than the interior tribes.12

1

11. Myron Eells, "Puget Sound Indians," in "Washington Archeologist,"
7 (Jan. 1963), pp. 19 and 23-25; Bancroft, 1, p. 216.

12. Lewis, pp. 158 and 161; Osmundsoh, p. 5; Bancroft, 1, pp. 212-
13 and 218. ' Sources of food are fully discussed in Drucker, pp. 9-21.

11



Fish Heirs

A description of one of the more common types of fish weirs
employed records that these were built across a stream where it
was shallow, narrow, and not too rapid. The Indians drove a series
of stakes into the stream bed in sets of three, each set forming a
tripod. Two of them slanted upstream, the third (slightly longer)
leaned downstream and was braced against the other two, the set being
lashed together at the tops. They then lashed three horizontal poles
(one on the stream bed, one at fhe surface, and the third halfway
between) to the upstream side. They laid latticework against this
frame, the lattice work being cedar laths bound together. The current
held this in place. Salmon congregated against the lattice and the

13

Indians caught them with dip net, harpoon (spear), or gaff.

Burials

Besides houses, canoes, and fish weirs, the early whites were
impressed too with the "dead places" or burial sites they saw along
Puget Sound. The Skagits and their neighbors placed their dead in
canoes or elaborate boxes which in turn rested some three feet off
the ground on stake frames. The deceased’s relatives wrapped the
bedy in reed mats and placed wood and bone utensils, dishes, cloth,
and other objects in the cance to accompany the spirit of the dead

one. All these objects were broken or mutilated in some manner.

13. Del Norquist, "A Fish Weir Fragment From 45SN100," in "Washington
Archeologist," 5 (Aug.-Sept. 1961).
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It apparently was not unusual for slaves to be sacrificed at the
death of a wealthy person. Wary of the ghosts of the departed,

14
the Skagits took good care of the burial sites.

Legends

The Skagits shared with other groups a belief in supernatural
beings who lived in the physical world around them: the mountains,
the sky, and the forests. These spirits included both'guardians and
monsters. Those who lived in physical objects could assume the form
of animals; those who dwelt in animals, such as in the salmon, could
Just as readily take the form of man. One of the best collections of
the folk tales of the coastal Salish is Thelma Adamson, Folk-Tales

of the Coast Salish. A less scientific but interesting gathering

was done by Ella E. Clark, Indian Legends of the Pacific Northwest.

One of the Clark legends came from a Skagit named Andrew Joe. In the
tale Joe told of Doguebuth, the Creator and the Transformer of the
land of the Skagits. His story imparts the concepts that the Skagits
had of the world about them. It also illustrates that the Skagits
were not insulated from other tribes, both coastal and interior;
there is great similarity between it and the stories of creation

told by other groups:

In the beginning, Raven and Mink and Coyote helped the
Creator plan the world. They were in on all the argu-
ments. They helped the Creator decide to have all the
rivers flow only one way; they first thought that the

14, Kane, pp. 139-40; Bancroft, 1, p. 220.
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water should flow up one side of the river and down on
the other. They decided that there should be bends in
the rivers, so that there would be eddies where the

fish could stop and rest. They decided that beasts
should be placed in the forests. Human beings would have
to keep out of their way.

Human beings will not live on this earth forever,
agreed Raven and Mink, Coyote, and 0ld Creator. They
will stay only for a short time. Then the body will go
back to the earth and the spirit to the spirit world.
All living things, they said, will be male and female--
animals and plants, fish and birds. And everything will
get its food from the earth, the soil.

The -Creator gave four names for the earth. He said
that only a few people should know the names; those few
should have special preparation for that knowledge, to
receive that special spirit power. If many people should
know the names the world would change too soon and too
suddenly. One of the names is for the sun, which rises
in the east and brings warmth and light. Another is for
the rivers, streams, and salt water. The third is for
the soll; our bodies go back to it. The fourth 1s for
the forest; the forest is older than human beings, and
is for everyone on the earth. '

After the world had been created for a while, every-
one learned the four names for the earth. Everyone and
everything spoke the Skagit language. When the people
began to talk to the trees, then the change came, The
change was a flood. Water covered everything but two
high mountains--Kobah and Takobah. Those two mountains--
Mount Baker and Mount Rainier--did not go under.

When the people saw the flood coming, they made a
great big:.canoe. They loaded it with two of everything
living on earth, with the male and female of every animal
‘and plant. When the flood was over, the canoe landed on
the prairie in the Skagit country. Five people were in
the cance. After the flood, when the land was dry again,
they made their way back here.

A child was born to the man and his wife who had been
in the canoce. He became Doquebuth, the new Crestor. He
created after the flood, after the world changed.

When he wag old enough, Doquebuth was told to go to
the lake--Lgke Campbell it is called now-~to swim and fast
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and get his spirit power. But the boy played around
and did not obey orders. Coyote fed him, and the boy
did not try to get his spirit power. So his family
deserted him. When he came home, no one was there.

His family had gone and had taken everything with them
except what belonged to the boy. They left his dog be-
hind and the hides of the chipmunks and squirrels the
boy had shot when hunting. His grandmother left fire
for him in a clamshell. From the skin which he had
dried, the boy made a blanket.

When he found that his family had deserted him, he
realized that he had done wrong. $So he began to swim
and to fast. For many, many days he swam and fasted.
No one can get spirit power unless he is clean and his
stomach.is empty.

One day the boy dreamed that 0ld Creator came.

"Take my blanket," said 0ld Creator. "It is the
blanket of the whole earth. Wave it over the waters,
and name the four names of the earth, Then there will
be food for everyone."

That is how the boy got his spirit power from 0ld
Creator. He waved the blanket over the water and over
the forest. Then there was food for everyone. But there
were no people yet. The boy swam some more and kept on
fasting. \

0l1d Creator came to him again in a dream.

"Gather together all the bones of the people who
lived here before the flood. Gather all the bones
and pile them into a big pile. Then wave my blanket
over them, and name the four names of the earth."

The young man did as he was told his his dream, and
people were cregted from the bones. But they could not
talk, They moved about but were not quite completed.

The young Creator swam some more. A third time 0Old
Creator came to him in a dream. This time he told the
young man that he should make brains for the new people.
So he waved the blanket over the earth and named the four
names of the earth. That is how brains were made, from
the soil of the earth.

Then the people could talk. They spoke many different
languages. But where they should live the young Creator
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did- not know. S0 he swam some more. In his dream,
0ld Creator told him to step over the big:island,
from ocean to ocean, and blow the people back where
they belonged. $So Doguebuth blew the people back to
the place where they had lived before the flood.

Some he placed in the buffalo country, some by the
salt water, some by fresh water, some in the forests.
That is why the people in the different places speak
different languages.

The people created after the flood prophesied that
a new language would be introduced into our country. It
will be the only language spoken, when the next change
comes, When we can understand animals we will know that
the change is halfway. When we can talk to the forest
we will -know that the change has come.

The flood was one change. Another is yet to come.

The world will change again., When+ it will change, we
do not know.l

Historical Period

As a result of Gov. I. I. Stevens' efforts to place all of
Washington Territory's Indians on reservations in 1855, most of
the Skagits eventually ended up in' one or the other of two small
reserves. These were the Swinomish Reservation near La Conner,
Skagit County (Suiattle, Kiﬁiallus, Swinomish, and Skagit Indians),
and the Tulalip Reservation near Everett, Snohomish County (Snohomish,

16
Snoqualmie;- Suiattle, Semish, Skagit, and others).

15. Drucker, pp. 84-85; Thelma Adamson, Folk-Tales of the Coast
Salish (New York, 1934); Ella E. Clark, Indian Legends of the
Pacific Northwest (Berkeley, 1953), pp. 138-L1. Clark's version
of the legend should be regarded as one that has been filtered
through white logic and thought processes.

16. U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Indian Reservations of the Northwest, Idaho, Oregon, Washington,
The People, Their Land, Their Life (1960), pp. 67-7l. (Hereafter
cited as USDI.)
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Despite this attempt to concentrate the Indians within specific
areas, a number of Skagits continued to visit the mountains of the
upper Skagit each summer and even to maintain homes along the -lower
reaches of the river. This was particularly true to those who had
not signed the treaty and who did not believe themselves obligated
by their fellow-tribesmen's marks. Not until whites began settling
on clearings at the mouth of the Skagit and making tentative reaches
up the river did the two cultures come into contact. As American
settlement expandéd, an increasing number of Indians married into
and were absorbed by the white community. Others moved reluctantly
to the reservations. A few continued to take advantage of the rugged
upper country in order to hold on to their freedoms.

As the logging industry expanded and even after the first gold
"rush" of the late 1870s, a few Skagits were still to be found along
the river. As in other places throughout the west, incidents occurred.
But the decimated Skagits were never a real threat to the invading
whites--they were simply too few in number,

The most important contribution the Skagits, and the interior
tribes, made to the exploration and opening of the North Cascades
was the trails they developed over the centuries. Relatively few
passes and canyons lend themselves to tramontane communication within
the limits of today's park. Those that do exist had long been known
and used by the Indians. When Alexaﬁder Ross, North West Company,
attempted to cross the North Cascades from east to west in 181k
(see Fur Trade, below), he took with him an Indian guide who knew the
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country. Unfortunately the guide became ill before completing
the journey; yet it is significant that Ross was able to find a
person, in this case an interior Indian, acquainted with the
mountains.

In 1853, Capt. George McClellan, USA, looking for potential
routes through the North Cascades, learned at Fort Okanogan that
a trail led across the mountains from the Methow River on the east
side to Puget Sound. With his characteristic hesitancy, McClellan
did not investigafe the trail; he assumed it would be unsatisfactory
for a railway.18 Possibly, but beyond proof, this trail lay
through the Stehekin Valley, Cascade Pass, and along the Cascade
River, the same route that most students believe Ross traveled.

In 1877, a group of would-be prospectors traveled this same
route from west to east. Both when traveling up the Cascade Valley
and when going down the Stehekin these men said that they followed
Indian trails. When they reached the head of Lake Chelan they found
two canoes that the Skagit Indians kept there for travel down the
lake when trading with the interior Indians. Otto Klement, one of
these travelers, noted that the Indians tended to keep their trails
to the high country where possible, rather than through the thick
growth of the'valley bottoms. Klement also notediseeing a band of

30 Indian horses in the Cascade valley. This was a rare occurrence,

17. Alexander Ross, The Fur Hunters of the Far West, edited by Kenneth
A. Spalding (Norman, 1956), pp. 36-L2.

18. Bruce Mitchell, By River, Trail, and Rail (Wenatchee, 1968), p. 5.
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for the coastal Indians, unlike those on the plateau, had very
19

little need for horses in thelr forest environment.
The American and British International Boundary Commissioners,

1858-59, made extensive use of Indian guides (both coastal and

interior) for that section of the 490 north latitude that now

marks the northern boundary of the park. One of these guides,

Thiusoloc, a chief of "Samonas" (not listed by Swanton), drew an

accurate map for the American commission showing the main rivers

énd routes of tra&el for the wilderness between the Fraser and Skagit

rivers. One of the American surveyors, Henry Custer, wrote:

Part of these reconaissances, in fact all those on the
western slope of the Cascade Mts and in the Cascade
Mts itself were made on Foot, with the help of Indians
belonging to the various tribes of the vicinity, as

the Semiamoos, the Loomis, the Sumas, the Chiloweyuks,
the Somanos, ect. ect. 15127, the services of these
Indians were very valuable.. . . By employing them, we
secured the good will of these tribes, so necessary to
our success. Most all the First information of the
topographical features (of the country), was also
obtained by & from Indians, who all may be said to have
a geographical Range, some small, some larger . . . &
the most minute topographical knowledge, of a certain
portion of the country generally well defined. Outside
of these limits, the country is perfect terra incognita
to them, which they neither need nor care, or have the
curiosity to explore.

White invasions caused a brief flurry of excitement about

19. Otto Klement, "Early Skagit Recollections,” typescript, p. 8.
Jimmy Jones, a Skagit Indian, said many years later that the
Skagits got their horses from the Columbia basin by way of Cascade
Pass. Burlington Farm Journal, Dec. 6, 1961.

20. National Archives (Hereafter, NA), Record Group (Hereafter, RG)
76, North West Boundary Survey, Envelope L4, Report of Henry Custer,
May 1866.
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1876 at the junétion of the Skagit and Baker (Nahcullum) rivers.
Five whites took out claims at that site. The Skagit Indians still
living there objected. Both sides remained calm, but the whites
sent to the Tulalip Indian-Agency for assistance. An‘employee,
John P. McGlinn, arrived, transported in a shovel-nosed canoe manned
by two Skagits. When McGlinn requested that the Indians gather for
a council, they arrived under their local chief, John Wha-wit-can.
McGlinn informed the Skagits that they had ceded these lands by the
Treaty of 1855 and should move fo the reservations. The Indians
demurred, saying that none of them had personally signed the treaty.
They repeated their demands that whites remain'belOW thig point on
the river. The council settled nothing.

Four years later, 1880, near the same location, a settler
named Amasa Everett got into an argument with an Indian. ZEverett
shot the Indian in the mouth, but not fatally. The Skagit's friends
became aroused and Everett fled down the river. A party of troops
arrived; their brief visit quieted the turmcil peacefully. The
next summer, some Skagits interfered with the work of government
surveyors on the upper river. Again troops arrived, from Fort Town-
send. Some firing occurred but no casualties resulted. In 1882,
troops visited the Sauk river to impress the Indians of that area.
These incidents seem to have caused the Skagits to realize that

their way of life was forever doomed. No more trouble occurred.

21. John P. McGlinn, "Reminiscences of an Ex-Indian Agent," in
Interstate Publishing Company, An Illustrated History of Skagit and
Snohomish Counties, pp. 472-73.
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Down through the present century a few Skagits have continued
to live on public domain lands in the vicinity of the river
that bears their Jcts.me.22

Within the park today little trace of the Skagit's wanderings
exists. Hikers still cross Cascade Pass, but now on a trail that
has been rerouted in large part. Reflector Bar, on Stetattle
Creek, just above its junction with the Skagit and immediately
below the town of Diablo, was, according to the Skagits, the Spirit
Boundary. The Indians, at the time they were concerned about whites
entering the upper country, explained that the "country ghosts" would
inflict harm on any hunters or miners who entered the high country.
According to the story, a huge forest fire swept down upon the
miners' cabins about 1880, as if the country ghosts were inflicting
their vengeance. The story is probably apocryphal, yet it symbolizes
the last effort of the small Skagit tribe to preserve itself against
the waves of change.2

A final Skagit story, beyond challenge by modern historiography,
also occurred within the park boundaries. A Skagit family was
camped on the river above present Newhalem. A daughter, who had

married a Thompson Indian of British Columbia, came there to visit.

22. Klement, pp. 5-6; Interstate, pp. 122 and 473; University of
Chicago, Map. On March 25, 1884, the Skagit News reported a rumor
that the Skagits were uneasy about a new survey--which stopped,
however, because of lack of funds.

23. Work Projects Administration, Washington, A Guide to the Evergreen
State (Portland, 1941), p. 51k.
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With her was her husband and two of his brothers. An argument
occurred and a Skagit killed one of the brothers. The Thompsons
left for their northern home by way of Stetattle Creek. The next
summer the Skagit family returned to the same camp. A daughter-in-
law, who was a prophet, warned the group that the Thompsons would
return seeking revenge. She and her husband fled downstream to
Bacon Creek (today's boundary). The Thompsons returned, attacked
the cedar-plank shelter and destroyed all the family but one son.
This young man fled to tell his brother at Bacon Creek of the disaster.

The next summer these two brothers and several of their friends
again went up the river where they found the Thompsons camped at
the mouth of Goodell Creek. The Skagits attacked, destroying most
of the enemy.

According to Skagilt memory, this type of behavior was typical
of the Thompsons whom they regarded as thieves and worse. A common
saying in the tribe, when something was missing, was "The Stetattles

2 -

ZThompsoq§7 must have been around."

Other Coastal Indians

Between the Skagit River and the Canadian boundary at least
four other igroups of the Salighan linguistic family lived down into
the historic period: Samish, Lummi, Nooksack, and Semiahmoo tribes.

Of the four, the Nooksacks probably had the most intimate knowledge

2L, Nels Bruseth, "The Duhkwautsub War," typescript.
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of the mountains. This group lived along the Nooksack River which
rises at the base of Mt. Shuksan. Their name means "mountain men."
Today the Lummis live in a reservation (population 827) named after
themselves in northwestern Washington; the Samish and Semiahmoo
Indians have almost disappeared as identifiable groups; while the
Nooksacks (population 300) live on public domain allotments along
the Nooksack River in Whatcom County. The culture of these groups
was similar to the Skagits!, thus the various subjects discussed

in the preceding pages are equally applicable to them.25

The Inland Indians

The tribes living along the eastern base of the North Cascades
were also members of the Salishan linguistic family, sometimes being
referred to as the "interior division." From north to south, those
groups who felt the mountains' influence were the Thompsons, Okano-

gans, Methows, Chelans, and Wenatchees.

Thompson Indians

To the north of the North Cascades, along the Thompson and Fraser
rivers in British Columbia, lived the (Ntlakyapamuks), popularly
called the Thompsons. First visited by Simon Fraser, North West
Company, in 1799, the Thompsons experienced the effects of a great
influx of miners in their homelands during the gold rush of 1858.

They hunted in the North Cascades dufing the summers, especially

25. Swanton, pp. 427, 430, 437, and 440; USDI, pp. 55-60; University
of Chicago, Map. ‘
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along the upper Nooksack and Skagit rivers. As noted above,
they traded and sometimes fought with their coastal cousins.
Although influenced by the coastal culture, the Thompsons' way
of life more closely resembled that of the numerous tribes living
in the great Columbia Basin.

Before coming into contact with whites, the Thompsons were a
considerable tribe, their population around 1780 being estimated
at 5,000. Like so many tribes they suffered from smallpox and other
diseases introducéd by fur traders and gold miners until, by 1900,

26
they numbered less than 2,000.

Okanogans.

To the south of the Thompsons, the next large group was the
Okanogan tribe, located principally on the Similkameen, Okanogan
and Columbia rivers, and around Okanogan Lake, and on both sides
of thé international boundary. Those living south of the 4Oth
parallel also went by the name of Sinkaieth ("people of the water
that does not freeze"). They numbered approximately 2,200 in 1780,
but by 1906 had dwindled to little more than 500 in the American band.
The remnants of the tribe live today on the Colville Reservation in

27

northeastern Washington as part of the Confederated Tribes.

26. Swanton, pp. 589-91; James Teit, The Thompson Indians of British
Columbia, in Memoirs of the American Museum of Natural History, 2
(April 1900), pp. 168, 268, 270, and 390. Teit's account is a thorough
anthropological view of the Thompsons.

27. Swanton, pp. 430-33; USDI, pp. T7-82; Jessie A. Bloodworth,
"Human Resources Survey of the Colville Confederated Tribes" (June
1959), pp. 3-4. Bloodworth is more valuable for her statistics
than for historical accuracy.

24



Methows & Chelans

The Methows were & small group that lived on the Methow and
Okanogan rivers, and on the Columbia between the two. Hardly
lafge enough to be recognized as a separate tribe, these Indians
were closely related to the Okanogans. Farther south, around
the outlet of Lake Chelan, was another very small group, the Chelan
Indians. Citizens of that area often refer to them today as the
Wapatoes. The Chelans spoke the Wenatchee dialect and were closely

related to that tribe as well as with the Methows.28

Wenatchees

The Wenatchees (also spelled Wenatchi) lived along the lower
Methow and Wenatchee rivers and at the confluences of these streams
with the Columbia. Their descendants today live on both the Yakima
and Colville Reservations. Numbering at least l,hOO in 1780, they
had almost disappeared by 1906, thére being only 52 accounted for
by that time.29

All these groups shared the characteristics of the Columbia
basin culture, along with such Shahaptian tribes as the Yakimas,
Walla Wallas, and Nez Perces. In contrast to the wet forests of the
coast, milés of grasses covered the great rolling plain, which was

slashed by gaunt coulees. Basaltic rock outcroppings, semi-desert

28. Swanton, pp. 416 and 428; Bloodworth, pp. L-5.

29. Swanton, pp. 448-49; USDI, pp. T7-82; Bloodworth, p. 5.

25



vegetation in the rain shadows, and exceedingly hot summers created
a harsh environment in which the plateau tribes 1lived a more Spartan
life than their coastal relatives. Living along the eastern base

of the Cascades, they had the most contact of the plateau people
with the coast. They acted as middlemen in trading goods and ideas
between the two areas.

The interior Salish lived in semi-permanent villages located
along the Columbia and its tribgtariés. In contrast to the coast,
houses, or 1odges; in the interior were easily transported. The
entire village could pack up and move according to the season.
However, each band usually reestablished itself at the same sites
year after year, such as at its favorite fishing area along a river

in early summer.

Houses

The lodges, like those along the Sound, sometimes reached great
lengths, well beyond 200 feet. A number of families, sometimes an
entire village, each with its own fire, would occupy a lodge. They
did not partition the interior, however. Lacking cedar, they built
the lodge of finely-woven reed mats hung on a log frame. The sides
sloped, almost reaching at the top, but leaving an opening along
the ridge so that smoke might escape. 1In the winter they often sunk
their shelters into the ground by excavating a few feet, then covering
the exterior with.grass and earth. About the beginning of the 19th

century, after acquiring the horse, these tribes borrowed the
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concept of the skin lodge, popularly celled the tipi, from the Great

Plaing Indians who lived among the great buffalo herds.

Horses

The introduction of the horse from the Southwest in the 18th
century revolutionized the life of the plateau tribes. Greatly
~increasing their mobility, they traveled far and wide, picking up
particularly the ideas of the Great Plains and its buffalo-centered
life. The horse represented wealth, aﬁd the leaders of these eastern
Cascades groups strove to acquire large herds. The grasslands of
the Columbia proved to be nutritious and they were easily traveled,
in contrast to the dense forests along the coast. However, as
important as the horse became, the groups along the foothills of
the‘North Cascades did not acquire horse herds nearly as large as

did the Indians farther east, such as the Cayuses and Nez Perces.

Political Organization

Again, the band or village was the important element in the
political organization of the tribes. Larger groups might come
together at the fishing places, but no central governmental organiza-
tion would emerge. In warfare, a number of bands might unite, but
each remained independent with regard to tactics and leadership.
Leaders might inherit their positions, but they would have to prove
themselves in order to retain it. It was common to center around
a proven warrior in time of war, then to look to different leaders
for the hunt or at fishing time. Extremely independent, each man
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was a law unto himself and to his family. They did not observe the
potlatch to any important degree, although gatherings for great
feasts occurred in times of plenty. They rarely practiced slavery,

although they retained women and children captured in battle.

Clothing

The plateau people were more modest than those on_the coast.
During the hot summers, the men wore little more than breechclouts
and moccasins. The women usually covered themselves with a skin
dress. In colder weather, both sexes wore the elaborately tailored,
soft, skin clothing, so popularly associated with Indians by today's
public. Shirts, leggings, and moccasins were decorated with porcu-
pine quills, shells, and dyes (later, with beads). They illustrated
a degree of sophistication about clothing lacking in the more casual
coastal tribes. After whites began trading in the country, no

Indian would be seen without a wool blanket during the cooler seasons.

Canoes
Canoes of course were much less important a means of trans-
portation in the interior, especially after the introduction of
the horse. Nonetheless, these Indians were skilled at hollowing
out logs; and small dugouts plied Lake Chelan, the Columbia, and

the other rivers.

Food

Their diet differed little from the groups along the Sound.
They did not have access to much shellfish but, in June each year,
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salmon began running the rivers. Then a great flurry of fishing
activity took place. They caught and prepared fish in the same
manner as those on the coast. A difference in emphasis, perhaps,
was that these people along the Columbia were extremely skilled

at spearing salmon from wooden platforms at such great fishing
centers as The Dalles and Kettle Falls, both on the Columbia. They
too climbed into the higher country at the appropriate seasons to
collect berries and dig roots, especially camas, a root food that
has a strikingly handsome flower in early summer. Skilled in the
use of bow and arrow, the plateau Indians were great hunters. Deer,

antelope, and smaller animals provided both food and clothing.

Historical Period

The first white to visit the Okanogans, etc., was the North
West Company's great explorer, Dav;d Thompson. He crossed the Canadian
Rockies and, in 1811, traveled down the Columbia, visiting each tribe
enroute to the mouth of the "River of the West." He traded for food
with the Okanogans. He described a Wenatchee lodge that was 240
feet long. He said that the Wenatchees were well dressed, wearing
skins of antelope, mountain sheep, and mountain goat.

Later that same year, David Stuart and Alexander Ross, members
of John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur Company, came up the Columbia and
established Fort Qkahogan, a mere thirty miles by the river from
present Chelan. Dﬁring the War of 1812, the.North West Company
acquired the post. It was from Fort Okanogan that Alexander Ross,
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who had transferred to the North West Company, set out in 181k to
become the first white to cross the North Cascades. The post
introduced many new ldeas and products to the tribes along this
portion of the Columbia. Such items as guns, blankets, and steel
traps quickly became necessities. Just as quickly, liquor and
diseases became the scourges of the tribes.

In the early 18505, the railroad surveyors passed by. Later
in the same decadg, a stream of miners moved up the Columbia toward
the supposed riches of gold in northeastern Washington. Territorial
then state governments came into being. Steamboate plied the Columbia.
White settlements sprang up, especially after whites discovered in
the 1870s that this semi-arid land would grow wheat, cattle, and
apples. Chinese miners panned the gravel bars--and occasionally
the Chelans and others attacked them. For a brief time in 1880,
the Army occupied Camp Chelan at the outlet of the great lake that
flows from the heart of the North Cascades.

All this time the Chelans, Wenatchees, Methows, and Okanogans
constantly decreased in numbers. They did not offer resistance to
white encroachments as did the Yakimas, Cayuses, and Nez Perces.
Today, the Thompsons still live on their homelands. The others have
left their river valleys and mountains. In 1879 and 1880, reserva-
tions were created west of the Okanogan and Columbia rivers as far
as Lake Chelan and the eastern slope §f the Cascades. In succeeding
years, these reserves were reduced in size as white settlement
increased. Today nearly all the American Okanogang, Methows,
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Chelans, and Wenatchees are parts of the Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation in northeastern Washington. (Some of
the Wenatchees have gone their separate way and live on the Yakima
Reservation.) Of the total population of 3,000 on the Colville
Reserve, less than 400 are Okanogans; about 140 call themselves
Methow; and a little over 150 are from the Wenatchee tribe. The
Chelans are small enough and integrated enough to escape most

30

censuses.

As on the weetern side, few traces of the eastern Indians are
to be found in the park today. The Thompsons' trail down the
Skagit is now under water. Other trails that originated with
the Indians are still to be found, although often greatly changed.
An example of this latter may be illustrated by the Stehekin valley
where the lower part of the trail was converted into a road in the
early mining days. Their names aré still on the land: Chelan,
(deep water), and Stehekin (the way through the mountains). At
the head of Lake Chelan, across the lake from Stehekin Landing.

pictographs still stick to the sheer granite walls. Although

30. The above summary of these tribes comes from numerous sources.
Among them are: An Illustrated History of Stevens, Ferry, Okanogan,
and Chelan Counties, State of Washington (Spokane, 1904); Edgar I.
Stewart, "Alexander Ross, in Le Roy Hafen, ed., The Mountain Men

and the Fur Trade of the Far West, 6 (Glendale, 1968 ), pp. 357-97;
Ross, The Fur Hunters; Edson Dow, Passes to the North, History of

the Wenatchee Mountains (Wenatchee, 1963); J. Neilson Barry, "The
Indians in Washington, Their Distribution by Languages,' Oregon
Historical Quarterly, 28 (1927), pp. 147-62; Mary W. Avery, Washington,
A History of the Evergreen State (Seattle, 1961), Bancroft, The Native
Races of the Pacific States, 1; Bloodworth; and USDI, Indlan Reserva-
tions of the Northwest.
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damaged beyond recall by vandals, this record of occupation,
possibly predating the Chelan Indians, testifies that the Indians
have been acquainted with this land since long before the historic

1
period.3

Evaluation and Recommendations, Both Coastal and Inland Indians

Relatively little trace of the Indians' travels apd occupation
of the present park complex is to be found. Yet a knowledge of the
Indians' familiarity with and ability to penetrate this mighty range
is essential to an understanding of man in this magnificent environment.
Also important is a knowledge of how the mountains influenced the two
different ways of life: the coastal, damp, and forested world of
the Indians along Puget Sound; and the grass-covered, dry land of
the Interior Indians.

The stories of these two differing ways of life may best be
told in visitor centers, through museum exhibits, audio-visual
programs, and perhaps demonstrations where feasible.

The few specific sites known, such as the pictographs at the
head of Lake Chelan, already badly damaged, should be preserved.
Until protection can be guaranteed, this particular site should be
interpreted with care, if at all.

Residents of the Stehekin Valley, and undoubtedly elsewhere,

31. Edmond S. Meany, "Washingbton Geographic Names," Washington
Historical Quarterly, 8-1h (1917-23); Edmund S. Meany, History
of the State of Washington (New York, 1909), pp. 357-59; Grant
McConnell, "The Cascades Wilderness," Sierra Club Bulletin, 41

(Dec. 1956), p. 25.
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have recovered several excellent examples of Indian stonework.
One expects that equally valuable finds will be made. These arti-
facts should be collected where possible, catalogued, studied, and
exhibited.

In connection with the above, an archeological survey should
be made of the park with particular attention being given to the
river valleys that have not been flooded, such as the Btehekin,
the middle Skagit, Big and Little Beaver Creeks, Chilliwack River,
‘the North Fork of.Cascade River, Bridge Creek, and elsewhere. Plans
exist for flooding the lower portions of Big Beaver and Thunder Creeks.

These two should be surveyed well in advance of any dam construction.
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Chapter 2

FUR TRADING AND TRAPPING

The story of the fur trade in the North Cascades National
Park does not constitute one of the more important themes of the
park's history. Some writers, through misunderstandings of the
manner in which the fur-trade operated in 1ts hey-day, have hinted
at the remains of Hudson's Bay.trappers' cabins in the interior of
the range. Cabin ruins do exist; but they are of a later period
than that of the great fur trading companies when they dominated
the history of the Pacific Northwest.

The only fur trading post in the vicinity of the present park
was Fort'Okanogan, near the confluence of the Okanogan and Columbia
rivers. Erected in 1811, this post belonged to the Pacific Fur
Company, the North West Company, and the Hudson's Bay Company, in
that order. One of its founders and better known factors (i.e.,
superintendent) was Alexander Ross, a Scotsman born in 1783. First
immigrating into Canada, Ross taught school there for several years.
In 1810, he joined John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur Company. He arrived

at the mouth of the Columbia aboard the Tonquin in 1811. That same
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year he and others traveled up the Columbia and established Fort
Okanogan in an effort to gain supremacy over the North West Company
in the interior.l

This "Okanogan Post" represented the first American settlement
in the present State of Washington. It proved to be a profitable
location. In one season Ross collected over 1,500 beaver pelts.

It must be noted, however, that the employees of these companies
usually did not go out and catch beavers themselves; although there

are some exceptioﬁs to this, particularly in the Snake River country.
Instead, they taught the Indians how to use the traps and the principles
of trading pelts for the wanted goods carried by the trading posts.

Such teaching was not always easy, for Indian men tended to look

upon such an occupation as trapping as beneath their dignity. The
employees of the companies did not, as a general rule, wander up

the mountain streams of the North Cascades, build cabins there, or
catch beavers themselves.

One important duty the partners and clerks of the North West
Company and the Hudson's Bay Company did perform was to explore the
country surrounding their posts. They searched for virgin hunting
territory and encouraged the Indians to trap along those streams.

And they looked for likely locations for new posts in order to stay

1. Stewart, pp. 387-97. Ross transferred to the North West Company
in 1813. He continued to serve in the Columbia Basin: Fort Kamloops,
Fort Nez Perce (Walla Walla), Snake River Expeditions, and Flathead
Post. He eventually retired to the Red River Settlement. A critic
described him as a man possessing almost every virtue except charity.
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close to the nomadic Indians and to deny the site to any possible
opposition. Always, they searched for better routes of communication.

This last was the principal objective of Alexander Ross when,
in 181k4, he set out to cross the unknown country of the North
Cascades. His purpose was to determine if a feasible route lay
between the North West posts in the interior and Puget Sound. Until

then one had to travel a roundabout Journey down the Columbia to
Astoria, then up the coast (preferably by sea) to reach Vancouver
Island and Puget éound.

Unfortunately, Ross, in his otherwise detailed account, failed
to note many Indian place names along his route. Students today
belong to one of two schools as to his route. Both agree that he
traveled up the Methow River. One school has concluded that he
then crossed over Twisp Pass, up Bridge Creek, through Rainy
Pass, then down Granite and Ruby Creeks toward the Skagit River.

The other, and more numerous, school believes that Ross, after
crossing Twisp Pass, traveled down Bridge Creek, then up the Stehekin
River, over Cascade Pass, and down Cascade River toward the Skagit.
The argument will probably never be settled conclusively. It must

be ndted, however, that in the preceding chapter, it was evident

that the Indians had long possessed an intimate knowledge of a trail
along the Stehekin and over Cascade Pass.2

Regardless of Ross's route, he was the first white to cross

2. Robert C. Stevens, "Early Winters Visitor Center, A Feasibility
Study" (USFS), p. k2.
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the North Cascades, thereby earning himself a place in the region's
history. He did not, however, succeed in reaching Puget Sound

which was his objective: "I and others had contemplated for

some time before, that was of penetrating across land from Ockinacken
due west to the Pacific on foot." Employees were scarce that year,
thus Ross "determined on trying with Indians alone."

On July 25, Ross, accompanied by three Indians, one of whom
represented himseif as a guide, set out to cross the mighty range:
"Our guns in our hands, each a blanket on his back, a bottle, fire
steel, and three days provisions, depending upon our guns for our
substance.” They traveled down the west bank of the Columbia, then
turned up the Methow, "but from its rocky sides . . . we were unable
to follow it." They moved away from the river and struck off for
the west: ‘

The first mountain on the east side is high and
abrupt. Here our guide kept telling us that we
should follow the same road as the Red Fox chief

and his men . . . . Seeing no track . . . I asked him

. where the Red Fox road was; "This is it that we are
on," said he, pointing before us. "Where?" said I. "I

see no road here." ., . . "Oh! there is no road," said
he, "But this is the place where they used to pass."
Ross explained that Red Fox was a former Okanogan chief who
had traded hemp to the coastal Indians in exchange for marine shells.
Early on the second morning, they entered a "dark and gloomy forest"
where he found it-difficult to use a compass, "as we could not in

many places travel fifty yards in any one direction.” Still, he had
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faith in his guide to lead them correctly.

The party made little progress on the third day because of
bad weather. But on the next day they covered 18 miles, shooting
a deer and several partridges enroute "so that we had always
plenty to eat." They also ran into some snow on this day. The
fifth morning brought them again into a gloomy forest. Ross's
.description sounds familiar to today's wanderer:

A more difficult route to travel never fell to man's
lot. On the heights the chief timber is a kind of
spruce but not very large, only two or three feet in
diameter. The valleys are filled with poplar, alder,
stunted birch and willows.

The tracks of wild animals cross our path in every
direction. The leaves and decayed vegetation were
uncommonly thick on the surface of the ground, and
the mice and squirrels swarmed, and have riddled

the earth like a sieve. The fallen timber lay in a
heap, nor did it appear that the fire ever passed in
this place.

That evening, "we reached a height of land which on the east
side is steep and abrupt. Here we found the water running in an
opposite direction." Those who believe that Ross traveled through
Cascade Pass conclude that he had now reached that point. Misfortune
came that night when the guide became ill. The group camped at the
pags for two days walting for him to recover. They marched again,
but the guide quickly gave out: "We were still among the rugged
cliffs and groves of the mountain." (North Fork, Cascade River?)

Ross decided to leave the guide and one of the other Indians
here, while he and his remaining partner continued on. As he moved

down the valley he blazed the trees as an aid to finding the way back.
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On August 4, the pair traveled 22 miles, crossing the stream they
were following many times. Cascade River and the Granite--Ruby
course are about equal lengths, both being approximately 20-25
miles long. In either case, Ross was getting near to the Skagit.

The next day brought them to "a delightful country of hill
and dale, wood and plains.”" But that afternoon; Ross and his
companion witnessed a most frightening event:

We were disturbed . . . by a fearful and continuous
noise in the air, loud as thunder, but with no
intervals. Not a breath of wind ruffled the air; but
towards the southwest, from whence the noise came, the
whole atmosphere was darkened, black and heavy . . . .
We stood and listened . . . for nearly half an hour,
the noise still increasing and coming . . . hearer
and nearer . . . till it came near to where we

stood, when in a moment, we beheld the woods before

it bending down like grass before the gcythe! It

was a wind accompanied with a torrent of rain;

a perfect hurricane . . .

The crash of falling trees, the dark and heavy

cloud, like a volume of tondensed smoke, concealed
from us at the time its destructive effects.

The storm passed an hour later. Ross remarked that although
he was only one-quarter of a mile from it, no wind and only a few
drops of rain hit him. When the air cleared, "we perceived the
havock ZE;g7 it had made by the avenue it left behind, having
levelled everything in its way."

The Indian was nearly paralyzed with fear. He determined that
he was turning back. Ross finally persuaded him to remain and they
camped on the edge of the fallen trees. Ross did not forget to

describe the river at this point: '"The little river . . . seemed

to take a bend nearly due north and was 22 yards wide and so deep
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that we could scarcely wade across it. I gave it the name of 'West
River'. Here the timber was much larger than any we had yet seen;
some of the trees measuring five and six feet in diameter."  He
commented too on the large number of deer and beaver.

The next morning Ross awoke to find theat his companion had
fled. Regretfully heﬂconcluded that "there was no alternative but
to yield to circumstances and retrace my steps." He was acutely
disappointed, for he reglized that he was close to the Pacific.
Three days later,>hungry and tired, he reached the pass where he
had left the sick guide. The missing Indian was already there
and "the men were in the act of tying up their bundles and preparing

to start on their homeward journey." They had been prepared to

leave him behind. Ross admitted that he was not in good humor and that
he felt "hungry, angry, fatigued, and disappointed." A glum, quiet
party reached Fort Okanogan on August 22. Once home, the guide told
Ross that "in four days from Point Turn Around, had we continued,

we should have reached the ocean."

The location of Point Turn Around is fully a matter of conjecture.
Assuming that Ross descended the Cascade River, his estimated mileage
of 22 for August L4 implies that he reached a point close to the
confluence of the Cascade and the Skagit when the storm struck.

The North West Company did not follow up Ross's expedition.

For the rest of the fur trade era, thé snowy range remained an

unknown country. One might assume that Indians, particularly those

who traded at Fort Okanogan, made their way up the nearby accessible
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streams along the eastern slope of the range in their search for
beaver. Otherwise, the impact of the fur trade on the North
Cascades remained slight. In 1855, however, Ross published The

Fur Hunters of the Far West, in which he publicized his historic

3

Journey across the mountains.

In more recent times, as white settlement filled up the lowland
valleys, a number of men made their living by trapping in the
mountains. These were individugl efforts and belonged to a different,
later era than thét ofrthe giant companies. A few of these trappers
still live in communities around the North Cascades.

There are no traces of the North West or Hudson's Bay Companies'
activities in the park complex. In 1908 someone foﬁnd a beaver trap
on the bank of the Stehekin River. The restaurant at Stehekin
displays the trap among its relics today. An expert might be able

to ascribe a date to the trap.

Evaluation and Recommendations
The discussion concerning Ross's route wili probably continue
as long as people are interested in his account. The writer, as
the above paragraphs might indicate, belongs to the school that
Ross probably came down Bridge Creek, up the Stehekin River, through
Cascade ‘Pass, and down the Cascade, which he named West River.

The era of the three major fur companies, 1811-1846, is but

3. Ross, pp. 36-42; Keith A. Murray, "Building a Wagon Road
Through the Northern Cascade Mountains," Pacific Northwest
Quarterly, 56 (April 1965), p. 49.
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a minor theme in the history of North Cascades National Park.
Had it not been for Alexander Ross's explorations, the fur trade
could hardly be considered a theme at all., Similarly, the more
modern trapper's contribution to the park's history appears to be
a minor story.

Recommend that Ross's adventures be interpreted in the
'visitor centers. Although primarily associated with the fur trade,
his Jjourney is also highly important to the themes of exploration
and communicationé. Should any on-site interpretation be done on
the present trail over Cascade Pass, recommend that Ross's experiences
be a part of this. (This trail will be further discussed in this
report.)

Also recommend that interpretive personnel interview and tape
the survivors of the one-man trapping operations. Many a good story,
and good history, may lie unknown of these individualists' adventures

in the wild mountains. Thelr number 1s rapidly diminishing.
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Chapter 3

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY

The northern boundary of North Cascades National Park coincides
‘with the international boundary between Canada and the  United States,
the h9o north latitude. Great Britain and the United States had
agreed by the Treéty of Washingfon in 1846 that this parallel
would mark the boundary from Lake of the Woods to the Strait of
Georgia. Britain was to have all of Vancouver Island, which
dips below the h9q The boundary in this area would run south and
west from the Strait of Georgia following the center of the main
channel between the U.S. mainland and Vancouver Island.

Unfortunately, two substantial channels, separated by the San
Juan Islands, paralleled each other in this area. The British,
through the Hudson's Bay Company, claimed that the treaty meant
the eastern channel, Rosario Strait, which would have placed all
the San Juans on the British side of the line. The Americans, not
to be outdone, argued that thé treaty really meant Haro Strait which
runs closer to Vancouver Island, thus making the islands U.S. terri-
tory.
| The boundary .dispute dragged on SOmewhat desultorily into the
1850s. The national governments were slow to act. Not until 1856
did the U.S. Congress finally authorize a United States North West
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Boundary Commission to survey the h9o from the ocean to the Rocky
Mountains and to attempt to find a solution for the disputed

water boundary. Archibald Campbell received his appointment as

U.S. Commissioner in February 1857. He immediately set out to
build his team of surveyors, astronomers, and clerks. His responsi-
bilities included both the land and water boundaries. The British
decided to appoint separate commissioners: Capt. James C. Prevost,
Royal Navy, to head the water survey commission; and Lt. Col. John
S. Hawkins, Royal Engineers, for the land survey.

The water survey quickly came to an impasse. The dispute over
the San Juan Islands would continue until 1872 before being decided
by international arbitration. Meanwhile, this dispute would involve
the serious crisis in 1859 known as the "Pig War," wherein Britigh
and American armed forces faced each other for a short but tense
time. It would also include a joint military occupation of San
Juan Island for more than a decade.

The land survey avoided these problems. In the beginning,
though, a certain friction developed between Campbell and Hawkins.
This antagonism rose in part from the deadlock over the water boundary
and in part because Campbell did not quite trust the British, any
British. Hawkins considered Campbell to be a most stubborn man,
but was determined to get along with him, and more or less succeeded.

Campbell's principal assistant Wés 1st Lt. John G. Parke, on
leave from the U.S. Topographical Engineers. Parke served as chief

astronomer and surveyor. Destined to become a major general in the

L6



Civil War, Parke proved to be an energetic, capable second-in-command.
Three additional members of the U.S. Commission must be mentioned:
Joseph S, Harris, assistant surgeon and naturalist, who later be-
came president of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad; James W.
Alden, an artist; and Henry Custer, topographer. Custer became
fascinated with the North Cascades and attempted to describe the
‘magnificence of the mountains as well as the mundane aspects of
his assignment., Alden, although employed only a short time, put
on canvas the firét illustrations of the national park.l

Despite the years of field work and compilation of reports,
statistics, and drawings, the U.S. Congress did not direct the
publication of a final report. Campbell, working in Washington,
D. C., finished a final draft in 1869. In the same year, he and
Hawkins signed their names to a final joint report. The Federal
Government published neither for réasons of economy. The Smithsonian
Institution acquired the manuscript of Campbell's report; then, in
1872, loaned it back to him. His report has been lost since that
time. Fortunately, some of the individual field reports have found
their way into the National Archives. By accident, a Canadian
official found a copy of the joint report in England in 1898. He

said that he had it published in 1899; but today copies of this

1. NA, RG 76, Northwestern Boundary, Euvelope 3, "List of Persons

. . .;" Herman J. Deutsch, "A Contemporary Report on the 49° Boundary
Survey," Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 53 (January 1962), p. 18;
Marcus Baker, Survey of the Northwestern Boundary of the United
States, 1857-1861, USGS Bulletin No. 1T7L (Washington, 1900), p. 1k.
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publication seem to have again disappeared.2

The two commissioners.prepared a protocol in August 1858.

This was well into the Americans' second season of survey, but
Colonel Hawkins had been quite lste in making his appearance.

The protocol established certain agreements as to how to mark the
boundary on the ground. They would determine astronomical points
at convenient intervals. When these points lay in forested country,
the crews would cut a track not less than 20 feet wide for at least
a half mile on either side of the point along the M9O. This swath
would also be cut where the line ran across major streams, trails,
or outstanding natural features.

Later on, after some bickering concerning size and style, the
commissioners agreed to place iron monuments where possible on the
boundary between Point Roberts at the western end and the crest
of the Cascades. Where the terrain was too rough to carry in and
place an iron monument, & mound of stones would be the marker.

These stone beacons were also to. be used from the crest of the range
eastward to the Rockies.3

The geography of the northern boundary of today's park, from
west to east, encompasses a variety of forms. The western end .

is mountainous, one of the largest peaks being Middle Peak. Then

2. Bsker, p. 1ll; Daniel T. Goggin, compiler, Preliminary Inventory
of the Records Relating to International Boundaries (Washington,
1968), p. 38; Otto Klotz, The Higtory of the Forty-Ninth Parallel
Survey West of the Rocky Mountains (New York, n.d.), reprinted from
The Geographical Review, 3 (May 1917), pp. 382-87.

3. Baker, pp. 19 and 32.
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comes the valley of Chilliwack River, which flows north into

Chilliwack Lake, Jjust north of the boundary in British Columbia,

then on to the Frazer River. To the east of this valley is

another mountainous complex, the highest peak being Mount Redoubt.

Then comes the Skagit River (now dammed to form Ross Lake), which
contrasts with the Chilliwack by running from north to south. The eastern
‘end of the line is again mountainous, marked by Hozomeen Mountain

a little south of the border.

The American survey parties reached the western slope of the
Cascades by the end of the season in 1857. They decided not to
tackle the forbidding complex of mountains head-on. Instead, in
1858, they traveled by boat up the Fraser River, then hiked up the
Chilliwack valley, and established a base camp at the head of Chilli-
wack Lake. From here they surveyed both east and west up the slopes
of the Vélley. At first, Campbell did not think that his men could
cross the Mount Redoubt area to the east. However, by dipping back
into British Columbia a little his men had surveyed the line
to the Skagit and beyond.

The earliest note of the rugged terrain appeared in Lieutenant
Parke's report of progress in December 1857. He felt that it would
be a difficult task to cross the range "whose rugged and snow capped
ridges, independent of the forests present serious and formidable

obstacles to the prosecution of Astronomical and Geodetic work."

L. NA, RG 76, Northwestern Boundary, Envelope 1, Lt. J. G. Parke,
Dec. 9, 1857, to Archibald Campbell.
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The progress of the survey was complicated in 1858 by the
discovery of gold in British Columbia. Campbell found it difficult
to persuade his employees to stay on the job. Nevertheless he
managed to recrui£ the nearly two hundred men required to support
and man the two astronomical parties and the three survey groups.
This small army included astronomers, surveyors, topographers,
vcomputers, chainmen, target men, instrument carriers, cooks, packers,
a surgeon, a geologist, a quartermaster, an artist, a chief guide,
axemen, laborers, and, as lmportant as any, Indian guides and
messengers. The number of Indians employed is difficult to ascer-
tain. But a record of man-days of their services was prepared:
1857-1,016; 1858-2,754; and 1859-3,063. These men received $1 per
day. Further on,'notice will be made of their valuable contributions
to the success of the reconnalssances made. Henry Custer relied
on them élmost completely during his wide-ranging trips through
today's park.5

G. Clinton Gardner, U.S. assistant astroncmer and surveyor,
visited Chilliwack Lake in advance of the main party in the spring
of 1858. Due to the steep hills along either side of the lake, he
traveled to its head on-a raft, as would all future surveying
parties. He reported that the Hudson's Bay Company had in the past

attempted to open a trail from the Fraser through this aresa to

5. Ibid., Envelope 3, "Statement of Service of Indians Employed
as Canoe-men, Pack-men, Expressmen, Guides, Etc."
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Fort Colville. However, the Company, after reaching the Skagit
River to the east, had given up the idea because of the cold weather
encountered.

Soon after Gardner's trip, the U.S. Commission established a
depot at the mouth of the Chilliwack, then began the difficult
task of moving supplies and equipment up to the lake on pack animals
‘and on the backs of Indians. Escorting the party were 25 soldiers
from the U.8. 9th Infantry. About this time, the Indians informed
Parke that he couid reach the heart of the Cascade range by traveling
down the Skagit. He was unable to proceed with this idea for the
moment; the Indians were more interested then in hiring out their
canoes to would-be miners than they were in escorting him on a
lengthy trip. Parke later gave up the idea altogether when he
learned that rapids barred use of the middle Skagit and that great
log jams stretched across the lower river. The Skagit would have
to wait another year for its explo_rer.T

.By the end of 1858, Parke was able to report that, from their
base camp at Chilliwack Lake, his men had succeeded in determining
the boundary as far east as the Skagit. He added that they had not
made a continuous survey because such would have cost too much

money and labor due to the ruggedness of the country. He was

6. Ibid., G. Clinton Gardner, April i7, 1858, to Lt. J. G. Parke.

7. 1Ibid., Envelope 1, Lt. J. G. Parke, Sept. 30, 1858, to Archibald
Campbell.
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satigfied that the boundary had been well-enough marked by astronomical
observations at three different points reached via the several north-
south valleys.8

In 1866 after the Civil War, when Campbell began pulling together
the work of the commission, he received a remarkable 4T7-page report
from Henry Custer, who signed himself as "Assistant of Reconnaissances."
In this document, Custer, describing the summer of 1859, establishes
himself as the pioneer explorer of much of the northern portion of
North Cascades Nafional Park. Through his eyes and enthusiasm,
the reader may readily see and experience the magnificent primeval
land.”

Custer first entered today's park by travelling up the head-
waters of Ensawkwatch Creek, just inside the northwest corner, a
still-remote area. He described the difficulty experienced in
breaking a trail--an experience today's trdveler may easily repeat:

Our march was a most tedious one, winding our
way along the steep slopes of the Mountains
bordering the Stream /Ensawkwatch.Creek/, or

breaking our way through dense tissues of bush.
- vegetation, always found in the bottoms of

8. Ibid., Lt. J. G. Parke, Dec. 23, 1858, to Archibald .Campbell.

9. 1Ibid., Envelope 4, Report of Henry Custer, May 1866. This
report was cited in Chapter 1 when describing the Indians' contribu-
tions to the success of the survey. Custer could not claim grammar
as his forte. Someone (Campbell?) heavily edited this report later.
Here I have used Custer's original constructions wherever posgible.
Minor punctuation has been added, but every effort has been made to
retain Custer's enthusiasm.
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these streams. They are the vine maple & another
bush whose name I do not know. They extend along
generally the margins of the Creek clear up to the
Mountain sumits Z§i£7, and their is no alternative,
but to break your way through it. To do so you have’
to work with hand & foot, to break, or hold away
the very elastic twigs of the bush, which if not
careful, will give you such a lesson, you will not
soon Forget. Add to this a most disagreeable
thorny plant with large leaves & red berries
/Devil's Club/, which obstructs itself continually
In your'way,_a boggy ground . . . and an intolerable
swarm of musquitoes. ’

Continuing up the creek, Custer carefully recorded the geography.

From here to the 2 principal headforks of the Creek
is but a short distance, one of these 2 branches
heads in a SE direction, the other comes from the
Southwest, and takes its rise, as we subsequently
ascertained, in a small lake Z?ocket Lake, outside
the park/ in a rocky basin nearly on the sumit of
the Ridge to the West of us /Silesia Ridge/.

Custer decided to climb the peak to the east of Ensawkwatch
Creek. Today this mountain is called Middle Peak. The quotation
is lengthy; but its importance is great:

We had much hard climbing to do but fortunately the
higher we reached, the more the timber became clear
of underbrush . . . After having proceeded some

" distance on the summit of the ridge /probably the long
ridge extending from Middle Peak toward the south-
west/, we were compelled to descend again by some
ravine lateral to our course. After a somewhat
difficult descent, we finally reached the valley of
a little tributary Zﬁot named on USGS ma£7 of the main
creek coming from the Northeast, & hear we concluded
to camp. It was a most lovely spot, sunny & free of snow.
The grass had grown luxuriously, rare flowers . . .
everywhere, & fine alpine pasturage.

The next day he climbed the peak. His barometer showed the

height to be 7,000 feet. Middle Peak's height is today given as
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7,464 feet:

We found ourselves to be on the dividing ridge,
between the waters of the Eusanquatch & those

of the Klaheih Zfittle Chilliwack River/. The

3 principal forks of the latter were plainly visi-
ble. The Southwest Fork of it heads immediately
with the SE Fork of the Ensanquatch & . . . is
separated . . . only by Z§7 thin low Ridge.

The view from here was fine & extensive to
all directions of the compass. I leave it to a
better pen to describe the sublimity of true Mountain
scenery in the Cascade Mts . . . It must be seen, it
cannot be described. Nowhere do the Mountain
masses & Peaks present such strange, fantastic,
dauntless, & startling outlines as here. Whoever
wishes to see nature in all its primitive glory &
grandeur, in its almost ferocious wildness, must
go & visit these Mountain regions.

Toward the East the Mts reache a considerable
altitude, & for the first time glaciers . . . were
seen to cover the Mountain sides to a considerable
extent, dazzling in the reflected light of the
sinking sun. To the Southwest, Mt. Thuskan
/Shuksan/ & Mt. Baker elevate thelr hoary & icy
sumits, beautiful & majestic, from whatever Pt.
you may contemplate them.

Custer also noted an immense forest fire toward the east,
"sending up vast columns of smoke several 1000 feet high." This
fire burned most of the summer. Later on, Custer's report refers
to it several times because it interfered with his observations
from other peaks.

Descending the mountain, Custer's party came to a steep slope
covered with snow: "Sitting astraddle of our mountain sticks,
we slided down with great rapidity, everybody delighted with the

fun." From the Ensawkwatch, Custer crossed to the headwaters of

Little Chilliwack River. Still in a mountain-climbing mood
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(he never could resist a peak), he ascended a peak that, from the
description, was Copper Mountain or one of its spurs. The climb
was fatiguing and took several hours. He estimated the elevation
to be 7,000 feet; Copper Mountain is actually T,1lh42 feet:

Mts Baker & Thuskan were . . . visible, the later

appears from here not as an isolated peak, but as

an immense rocky perpendicular wall many thousands

feet elevated above the massive piramidical base

base of the Mt. Both of these peaks as I plainly

saw from here do not belong or lay in the main

body or Ridge of the Cascade Mts.

Custer then traveled down the Little Chilliwack, finding
less underbrush the farther he descended. Finally he reached the
Chilliwack River (also called Dolly Varden) which he described as
"the main Klaheih stream, a stream of some considerable size, flowing
in a comparatively wide valley, densely timbered." Following down
this river he reached "the vista of the Parallel," which had already
been cut where the Chilliwack crossed the 490. Here he passed the
already-abandoned U.S. astronomical station, then marched on to
Chilliwack Lake.

Custer's next assignment was to explore to the east as far as
the Skagit River, about which information "was very vague & meagre."
To do this he first ascended "Koechehlum" Creek in British Columbia,
where his Indian guide led the party along the traces of an old
Indian trail. They crossed a divide and reached the "Klegusnum."
After ascending this stream a distanée, Custer climbed another

mountain. From the peak he could see the Skagit Valley to the south-

east. Proceeding up the Kleguanum, he "struck a small stream,
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flowing in a -direction opposite . . . namely SE, & we found that
we had crossed unknowingly the here almost imperceptible divide
between the Fraser & Skagit rivers."

Very soon they came upon a "broad & well traveled trail"
which, Custer concluded, was the "Whatcom Trail." Finally, the
party reached the Skagit itself, some miles above the international
border. He saw that the river was

already a stream of considergble size, with
beautiful clear water, & gentle fall, apparently
fit for Canoe navigation. It flows in a valley
about 2 miles wide, which however becomes
narrower to the north or farther up River. We
crossed the river on a five foot log. On this
side of the stream Zgas§7, we found the whole
forest burned by late fires, ignited by persons
lately camped here. ©Smoke was still arising

in gll1l directions.

Custer did not say who the fire-setters were; he did comment
at this point that the Indians frequently set fires so as to clear
out underbrush and make travel easier when hunting. Again he
climbed a hill to see the surrounding country; but smoke from the
fire prevented him from getting a good view. "From here," he wrote,
"the Skagit flows almost due South in a broad valley densly timbered,
lately a trail has been cut by the U.S. Commission to the intersection
of the valley with the 49th Parallel some 14 miles from here." For
some unexplained reason Custer commented at this point on the lack
of geographical knowledge possessed by the officers of the Hudson's
Bay Company: "How little information of the Country they possessed,

even of the nearest vicinity of their Forts."
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On the way back to Chilliwack Lake, Custer went climbing

again. His description is too vague to determine which peak

he ascended. From the top he could see the Skagit wending "its

peaceful course through the dark masses of the woods." He said
that the mountains east of the Skagit rose to a considerable height:
"In the first Ridge we observe 2 Peaks especially prominent, the
‘Shawatan & the Hozomeen, the latter is a huge mass of grayish black
rock, ending in 2 sharp points of considerable altitude.”" The
Hozomeen still goés by that name and stands on the eaétern boundary
of Ross Lake NRA. Depending on Custer's location, the mountains
that he saw to the south may have been the Pickett Range:

Immediately to the South of us, the rocky, whitish
masses of the Chuch-check Mts. elevate themselves
far above the surrounding Mts., covered with ice,

& broken up in a thousand peculiar forms, castles,
colums & walls; they are broad & massive, & seem
properly to constitute the main matrix of these Mts.

Almost overcome by the grandeur surrounding him, Custer wrote:

No mortal pen could be found to describe these grand

& glorious scenery properly & justly. This endless
variety of shapes and forms, these thousands of
different shades and colors--here the green & black

of the endless forest, & the lovely mountain meadow,
here the gray in all its endless nuances, the blue, the
red, the daseling white of the snow & ice masses, reflect-
ing & breaking the steady rays of the midday sun, & the
whole wonderful landscape covered by a light mist, which
chastens down the color & gives the whole matchless view
an almost fairy like aspect.

After another rest at Chilliwack Lake, Custer's party (two other
whites and nine Indians) set out on a trip that would take them deep
into today's park. They first traveled up the Klaheih (Chilliwack)

River, following the short trail that ended at the astronomical station
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on the boundary. He mentioned seeing the vista and the monuments

at that point. He noticed that the principal tree in the river

valley was the cedar, "which grows to considerable size & height . . .,
when having attained considerable size, it begins strongly to lean, .
sometimes as much as,lOO-QOO, this is probably due to a want of
firmness in the roots, as also the immense weight of its bulky trunk,
& to the great number of branches . . . for the wind to act on."

Custer described his trip up the Chilliwack in some detail.

The party camped ﬁear a cedar-bark Indian hut soon after entering
today's park--indicating that the Indians were quite familiar with
the country. As was his custom, he climbed a spur of Copper Mountain.
From his viewpoint he spotted a mountain to the south that was
probably the Whatcom Pegk-~Mt. Challenger complex:
To the South we notice a Mt with a peculiar, sharply
defined, piramidal sumit, it lays nearly at the head
of our stream . . . it spreads itself fanlike into
many branches. This Mt. T concluded to be the Speech
Mt « o« o It lays in a tripple divide, between the
Chiloweyuck, the Nookaahk, & the Skagit rivers.

Leaving the Chilliwack, Custer and his men turned eastward,
climbing a steep ridge. They were now "entirely in unknown terri-
tory." Soon they reached a "point near the sumit of a Mountain
covered with meadow, of the most beautiful alpine pasturage, here
& there a cluster of dwarfish balsam firs, & scattered over the
whole gently inclined plain of vivid green, numerous small ponds."
One cannot be cerfain of Custer's route this'day, but it seems that

while on the Chilliwack he missed Brush Creek and continued on up

the river to Easy Creek. He then climbed the ridge between Easy
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and Brush where he found the "most beautiful alpine pasturage"
on top. (Perhaps today's names of "Brush" and "Easy" indicate
why he chose the latter.)

Reaching the "sumit" of this ridge early the following morning
("a regular alp"), Custer could see to his great satisfaction that
of f to the northwest "a gorge . . . extended from the northern foot
of this Mt, clear through to another Valley lateral, into which we
can see some distance, & which can be no other than the Skagit valley."
That day an Indiaﬁ killed a mountain goat. A great feast was had,
ending with the Indians singing, "accompanied by music, with a stick
aplied vigorously to a tin kettle."

The next morning, the party descended "Goat Mountain,” as
Custer named it (Easy Ridge, today?), "a dangerous descent of some
2,000-3,000 feet," and reached the headwaters of Brush Creek.
Custer christened the stream "Red Mt. Creek" because of the reddish
colored mountain to the north, today called Red Face Mountain. A
short distance further up the creek, a tributary came in from the
north, "forming a pretty Cascade of some 20-30 feet high."

Continuing, they entered Whatcom Pass. Although Custer made
no attempt to name it, this marks the first known crossing of this
pass. Instead of following the route of the present trail, they
climbed one of the creeks that drain Tapto Lakes on Red Face
Mountain, 1.e. they continued to follow the headwaters of Brush
Creek. Working their way eastward they came to the steep canyon

that contains upper Little Beaver Creek, on the east side of
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Whatcom Pass. This creek would lead them to the Skagit. But
before descending the canyon wall, Custer took note of a magnificent
glacier:

Nothing ever seen before could compare to the

matchless grandeur of this feature in nature. All

the glaciers in the surrounding Mts to the East

of us, & there are many of them, vanish before it

into insignificance, in comparison with this

clossli§7 of glaciers.

If one follows Custer's description of the location of this
glacier, some confusion emerges. The party was heading generally
in an easterly direction. Custer said that this glacier was to
their left, that is, to the north. Far to the northeast of his
position (about five miles) flows Redoubt Glacier. But Custer's
detailed description of the characteristics of the glacier indicates
that he was not observing Redoubt, but a glacier very much closer.
Later on in his account, another reference to seeing the glacier
when he was down in the Canyon of Little Beaver Creek completely
eliminates Redoubﬁ from consideration. One cannot doubt but that
Custer was gazing upon mighty Challenger Glacier to the south of
Whatcom Pass, that is, to the right of the party's direction of
travel, and less than two miles away.

Another phenomenon that caught Custer's attention was "peculiar
spots upcn the surface of the snow, some of a reddish, others of a
purple color. By closer examination these spots are found to be
caused by a fine éowder like substance strewn over the snow." He

1

did not know what to make of this "red snow," which today scientists
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have identified as algae that grow in snow.
The descent into the canyon of upper Little Beaver Creek
proved difficult. The party scrambled and slipped down over
3,000 feet of "almost perpendicular" wall. At the bottom they found
"a creek of considerable size" that had a "peculiar sky blue color"
turning darker blue downstream, a characteristic of streams that
‘originate in glaciers, Custer observed. He named it "Glacier
Creek." They found a good camp near the creek in an open forest:
Opposité us is the magnificient glacier Zﬁhallenge£7,
below it we see numerous cascades, hundreds of feet
high, sending their dust like waters over the rq[§7ky
precipitious cliffs of the adjacent Mts, all intent
to increase the volume of the creek near us.
Vine maple, a narrow canyon, Devil's Club, and alder made
the descent of Little Beaver quite toilsome. Farther down, however,
the valley widened and the explorers were able to travel more quickly.
Becoming worried about the possibility of running out of food, Custer
climbed a mountain near the creek to determine how far away the
Skagit lay. It proved to be near. A quick march brought them to
the river. Custer estimated, rather accurately, that he had reached
a point four or five miles south of the parallel. (The distance was
six miles.)
Crossing the Skagit, Custer struck an Indian trail on the east
bank. He turned north on the trail, eventually reaching the U.S.
astronomical station at the boundary; The explorer learned there

that Lieutenant Parke had left orders for him to explore the Skagit

ten miles in both directions from the border, as well as to inspect
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the country as far east as the Similkameen River. Custer directed
a Nooksack Indian in his group to build & light (8-man) canoe for
traveling on the Skagit. The party first traveled north of the 490
parallel, a trip that took them away from today's park and into
British Columbia.

On August 27, Custer again departed from the station, this
time traveling downstream both by a new canoce and by a part of his
group walking the Indian trail.. He himself and three Indians took
the canoe: "Some distance from the astron. Station, the river is
blockaded by large rafts ZBT fallen tre¢§7, over which we hauled

" Early in the second morning,

our canoe, with some difficulty.’
between the border and Little Beaver Creek, Custer noted that the
river divided into three channels, all blocked by log-Jjams. He
encountered similar difficulties for the next few miles. But

after passing the confluence of Little Beaver, the canoe had easier
traveling.

The third day, August 28, brought a pleasant journey on an
unobstructed river. '"Nothing can be more pleasant," wrote Custer,
"than to glide down a stream like this, the motion is so gentle,
the air on the water cool & pleasant & the scenery, which is
continually shifting, occupies mind & eye pleasantly.” They noticed
a large stream coming in from the east, which was possibly today's
Three Fools Creek. Farther on they ﬂit some. small rapids. Then,
at the end of the day, they passed "the bulky form of Nokomokeen Mt.,

with its snow & ice covered sumit." It is difficult to determine which
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peak this was, there being several on either side of the Skagit
in that general area.

From that evening's camp, Custer could see a large valley,
about elght or nine miles farther downstream, coming into the
Skagit from the east. Custer called it "East Fork." Today it
is known as Ruby Creek.

He had traveled far beyond the ten miles that Parke had
directed; yet Custer decided to go still farther down the river,
at least to the rapids and canyons where, he had heard, the river
breaks "through the Cascade Ridge." The next morning, Custer appointed
the Nooksack cance-builder as steersman, one Chilliwack Indian as
midship paddler, and a second Chilliwack as bow paddler:

Our downward course was with the speed of about
5-6 knots and more, the Indians delighted to
steer through the swiftest of rapids . . . shouting

~ and singing at the same time.. . . The river valley
begins to narrow gradually, the mountains shut in
closer and closer; the stream is clear of all
obstacles. After an hours navigation, we passed
the mouth of a large tributary from the West Zﬁig
Beaver Creek27, forming a wide . . . Ravine, which
extended to the foot of the main cascade Ridge.
From here the river bed assumes rapidly the Character
of & CaTlon . . . After another 3 hour navigation, we
rapidly enter the beginning of a canon; the river
flows here between rocky banks . . . which even makes
my expert Indian canoemen feel more or less uncomforta-
ble. From the anxious looks they cast around, I con-
clude that it is about time to look for a secure harbor.

They found such a harbor on the east side of the river, and
landed. And Jjust in time. Only 100 yards ahead roared a fall some
12-15 feet in height. From a view point on the river bank, Custer

could see the confluence of Ruby Creek ("East Fork") only a few
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hundred "steps" away. A fallen "fir" tree formed a bridge across
the mouth of Ruby Creek canyon, about 150 feet above the water
15137: "Over this primitive bridge, one of the Indians was rapidly
crossing & recrossing, looking with perfect coolness in[ﬂ§7 the
dizzy chasm below . . . He invited each of us to join him in turn,
but with little success."

Custer noted that at this point the Skagit turned sharply to
the west. He figured the latitgde to be 48° 43' 37" north--which
is reasonably cloée. He was now about twenty miles south of the
boundary, twice the distance directed by Parke, Custer began the
return journey up the Skagit, exchanging paddles for poles. Before
the end of that first day, however, Custer abandoned the canoce, and
the whole party traveled on the Indian trail.

Part way up, the explorers turned to the east, climbing
Kakoil péaks (Devil's Dome, or?) ih order to reach the Similkameen.
This route soon took them outside today's park complex and into
the Pasayten Wilderness. Custer traveled eastward as far as the
headwaters of either the Methow or the Pasayten rivers, then returned
to the Skagit, "As I considered the program of my orders more than
completely carried out." When they reached the astronomical station
they found it deserted.

Custer wanted to climb the dramatic Hozomeen Mountain as a
climax to his explorations. However,-"the whole Country is covered
with clouds & smoke," he wrote. Disappointed, he abandoned the

project. He summarized his remarkable trips by concluding that he
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had traveled over 300 miles and had reconnoitered "& made suitable
to be mapped" more than 1,000 square miles. He admitted that more
than topographical information appeared in his report, but he justi-
fied his extraneous observations in that he was the first white to
visit a large part of this country and to have described it in
writing.

Despite the amount of work accomplished by the U.S. Commission
in 1858, various parties returned to the North Cascades in the summer
of 1859, completiﬁg various measurements and placing monuments. The
survey itself proceeded eastward from the vicinity of the Skagit
River toward the Columbia. In the spring, Lieutenant Parke reported
on the impracticability of transporting and erecting cast-iron monu-
ments in the mountains. As a result, the commissioners ordered that
stone monuments be erected, each six to eight feet in height.lo

Uhdér the direction of Geologlst George Gibbs, crews reopened
the trail from Chilliwack River to the Skagit, through British Columbia.
The Americans complained that the British were slow about helping.ll
By September, however, the North Cascades were far behind. The work

parties had reached the Similkameen River, "the first stream encountered

10. NA, RG 76, Northwest Boundary, Envelope 1, Parke, May 17, 1859,
to Campbell; Senate Ex. Doc. No. 16, 37th Cong., lst sess., p. 3,
quoting Parke to Campbell, Nov. 12, 1859.

11. NA, RG 76, Northwest Boundary, Envelope 2, Campbell, June 30,
1859, to Lt. Col. Hawkins.
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whose waters flow into the Columbia."12

In 1860, the British, because of some low quality contract
work performed the preceding year, still found themselves in the
area between Chilliwack Lake and the Skagit. This same year found
James M., Alden employed by the U.S. Commission as an artist. Only
three of Alden's many excellent sketches concern the general area
of the North Cascades. They are included in this repoft: "Camp
Sumas, west of the Cascades," "Chilliwack Leke," and the "Summit of
Cascade Mountains, from trail looking west'--probably in the vicinity
of the dividing line between Whatcom and Okanogan Counties, east
of the park. One regrets that Alden had not been employed during
the 1858-59 seasons, when the commission was active in the present
park area.l3

The total number of miles surveyed by the Americans and the
British amounted to 409.5. The total cost to the American govern-
ment came to $600,000. The number of markers, iron and stone, totaled
161. The British nﬁmbered the markers from east to west; the Americans
numbered them in the order surveyed, from west to east. For the
United States, Number 1 was on the seaward side of Point Roberts.
The original marker still stands. According to Marcus Baker, in

1900, eight stone markers of the original survey then stood within

12. TIbid., Campbéll, Sept. 3, 1859, to Sec. of State Lewis Cass.

13. Deutsch, p. 20; NA, RG 76, James W. Alden, Landscape Views.
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the present park.lu

Amer. No.

Unknown Bench on hill, east side of Skagit Valley Long 121° 02! 26.6"

" Slope of mountain, west side " " 121 ok 22.6
" Base of mountain, base of camp " " 121 16 L1.h
" West of and near trail to Skagit River ’ 121 16 56.3
" Bagk ™ ¥ " ¥ " " " 121 18 57.3
5l East side of Klahaiku (Chilliwack) Valley 121 23 11.0
50 West " " " L " 121 23 L48.5
Unknown East of Ensawkwatch Creek 121 30 08.k4

As the years passed dissatisfaction grew concerning minor points
on the boundary. Starting in 1901, Canada and the United States began
field operations to resolve these issues. In 1908, a treaty was
signed aﬁ Washington calling for a complete resurveying and remarking.
With few exceptions, each year since then has seen continuing field
work. In 1937, the International Boundary Commission published a
report on activiéies up to that date. At the same time, a map consist-

15

ing of 59 sheets came out supporting the report in detail.

14. Baker, p. 3k.

15. International Boundary Commission (IBC), Joint Report upon the
Survey and Demarcation of the Boundary between the United States
Canada, from the Gulf of Georgia to the Northwesternmost Point of
Lake of the Woods (Washington, 193T7); Map, International Boundary,
From the Gulf of Georgia to the Northwesternmost Part of the Lake of
the Woods;" Sheets L4 and 5 include the northern border of North
Cascades NP.

67



As a result of this remonumenting, new markers replaced all
the original ones, except Monument No. 1 on Point Roberts and a
few where permanent monuments could not be maintained.l6 In the
whole breadth of the North Cascades, 21 stone cairns and one bench
mark that had been cut in rock (Nos. 44-65) had been placed in the
original survey. Of these, all were found except Nos. 4l and L5,
‘both to the west of the park, in Tamihi Valley, which had been
destroyed by falling trees and snowslides.lT
Following the example of the original commission, the new party
established a camp at the mouth of Depot Creek on Chilliwack Lake in
British Columbia in 1901. Here they found a headboard marking the
grave of an American soldier who had drowned in the lake in 1858
when his company has escorted the commission. By 1936, this head-
board had so badly decayed that a marble slab, paid for in part by
the same U.S. infantry company in which the soldier hed been assigned,
replaced it. The old inscription was transcribed to the new slab:
Michael Brown of County Galoway, Ireland, Co. F,

9th Inf., U.S. Army. Drowned in Chilliwack Lake

October 10, 1858, while serving with his comrades

as escort to the International Boundary Commission.

His body was recovered and interred herg by his

comrades June 15, 1859, Aged 26 years.l

Although the Army escorts are a part of the story of the first

16. IBC, p. 27.
17. Ibid., p. 30.

18. Ibid., pp. 37 and 3Tn. This marker is said to be still in place.

68



survey, their story is a minor pért of the whole. No evidence is
known to exist that the military escort entered the present park.
The 1901 surveyors found the old monuments 50 and 51 on either

side of the Chilliwack River. When new monuments replaced these

two, they became numbers 62 and 63. The surveyors also recut the
20-foot vista through the forest in this valley. Moving up Depot
‘Creek, they found old monument 52 in excellent shape. Later, it

was exchanged for new monument 65. Here too they reopened the

vista. On the western boundary of today's park, where Ensawkwatch
Creek (called Middle Creek in the 1901 report) crosses the 490 parallel,
the surveyors found old markers L8 (just outside the park boundary and
on the west side of the creek) and 49 (almost on the park boundary and
east of the creek). WNo. 48 was simply a mark chiseled on the face of
a rock; no. 49 consisted of a standard stone cairn. New monuments

57 and 58 now stand at the same sites.

To reach the boundary line where it crosses the Skagilt, the

1901 surveyors established a camp at Ruby Creek, from where they
traveled up the ékagit rather than pack through British Columbia

as had their predecessors. By then the upper Skagit had been well
explored and a trail well developed along the river. While these
surveyors could not experience the same thrill of discovery as had
Custer, they could still witness the same magnifiéent scenery. They
referred to the old Indian trail abo%e the Ruby as the "abandoned
Fort Hope trail," probably referring to its use as a route for pack

trains to the Ruby Creek mines in 1880.
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At the border, they found signs of the old vista and located
stone cairn 56. This latter was eventually replaced with monument
T2. TFor some unexplained reason they did not cross the Skagit on
this trip to inspect o0ld marker 55 on the west side (now monument T1).
(In more recent times the waters of Ross Lake flooded this section
of the valley. Monument T2 today is on the eastern shore of the
lake; no. Tl is %—% mile west of the western shore. Whether or not
these represent the original sites is difficult to ascertain, even
after examining maps drawn before the flooding of the area.)

In 1906, the commission had eleven new markers set in concrete
(new nos. 61-71). 8ix of these replaced old markers 50-55; the
other five were new ones, being additions rather than replacements--
61, 64, 68, 69, and 70. The next summer, new monuments 55-60 took
the places of old markers 47-49, three of the six being additions--
56, 59, and 60,19

Custer had had to abandon his plan to climb Hozomeen Mountain
in 1858; in 1904, a field report referred to a recently installed
triangulation ana traverse station on this peak. The station mark
consisted of an aluminum disk of the International Boundary Commission,
1904-05, set in a drill hole in solid rock, =0

One of the terms of the 1908 agreement was to cut vistas through
all the forested country along the border, rather than just in the

vicinity of the markers as had been practiced. These vistas still

19. Ibid., pp. 37-39, 43-LL4, and 81-89.

20. TIbid., p. 380.
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exist and a border patrol maintains them regularly.

Table of Boundary Markers, North Cascades NP

From West to East

1858-60 Location 1906-0T7
No. 48 W. bank of Ensawkwatch Ck. No. 5T
Just outside W. boundary of
park.
Lo E. bank of Ensawkwatch Ck. 58
Close to W. boundary of park.
. Middle Peak area o9
o Middle Peak area 60
- E. shore of Hanging Lake 61
50 About + mi. W. of Chilliwack R. 62
51 About 1/8 mi. E. of Chilliwack R. 63
. 64
52 ' E. of Depot Ck. 65
53 On a tributary of Depot Creek 66
54 On same tributary of Depot Ck. 67
-- About 2 mi. N. of Glacier Peak, 68
on a knob of this complex
i 69
- | 70O
55 W. side of Skagit Valley T1
56 ‘ E. bank of Ross Lake T2
-- Shoulder of Hozomeen Mtﬁ, about 73
1%+ mi. N. of peak
s E. park boundary Th
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Aluminum-bronze markers, set in concrete,

as established 1906-0T7, etc.

Evaluation and Recommendations

The marking of the internatiopal boundary across the North
Cascades took place at the time when the boundary in the area of
the San Juan Islands created a crisis in relations between Great
Britain and the United States--a crisis that threatened for a short
time to result in bloodshed. Yet the American and British commissioners
for the land survey succeeded in cooperating and they demonstrated that
the two nations had more in common than just a line. Today the 490
parallel is part of the long, peaceful boundary between Canada and
the United Statesf It is a symbol that two nations can live side
by side in harmony.

An important outcome of the boundary survey was the first

histofic exploration of the heart of the northern portion of the
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North Cascades National Park. The reconnaissances of Henry Custer
on Ensawkwatch Creek, Little Chilliwack River, Chilliwack River,
Copper Mountain, Whatcom Pass, Challenger Glacier, Little Beaver
Creek, and the upper Skagit River, brought the unknown country to
man's attention. Although the report of the U.S. Commissioner was
never published in full, thus delaying public knowledge of this
‘stupendous wilderness, today's scientists still find Custer's vivid
reports essential to an understanding of the area before development
and industrial uses. Indian place names, the extent and kinds of
vegetation, fires, meadows, all of management's concern today, were
noted by Custer and his associates, the first whites to see much of
this country.

For much of its 23% miles within the park complex, the inter-
national boundary is extremely difficult of access because of
mountains. Two points can be reached: By foot or horse on the
Chilliwack River trail to the point where the river crosses the
h9o parallel. Here the visitor would observe the vista and monument
51. A short hiké to the west, across the river, stands monument 50.
The second point is located where Ross Lake crosses the boundary.
This can be reached by boat. Monument T2 stands on the eastern
shore of the lake. Monument Tl, to the west, can be reached by a
short hike. A log boom stretches across the lake, marking the
boundary on the surface of the water;

Recommend that the international boundary on the north boundary

of North Cascades National Park and Ross Lake National Recreation Area
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be classified as Class VI land and be placed on the National Register
as a historic district (23% miles long, 10 feet wide on American side,
or about 28 acres).

Recommend that the internationsl boundary and its significance
be interpreted at the Chilliwack‘crossing and at Ross Lake.

Recommend that the larger story of the boundary, its signifi-
cance, and the explorations, particularly those of Henry Custer,
be a substantial theme for interpretation in a visitor center and/or

publications.
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Chapter 4

THE ARMY AND THE MOUNTAINS

The U.S. Army had little reason to penetrate the vast mountainous
‘region of the North Cascades. From time to time, troops did skirmish
along the borders of the fastness. The report has already noted
small patrols escérting the International Boundary Commission in
1858 and showing the rifle to Indians on the Skagit around 1880.
Three additional events involving the Army in the 19th century remain
to be noted: a survey for a route across the mountains, 1853; Camp
Chelan, 1880; and a significant reconnaissance by lst Lt. Henry
Hubbard Pierce in 1882, just one year before his death.

In 1853, President Franklin Pierce appointed I. I. Stevens
the first governor of the Territory, of Washington. Soon after
reaching the Territory, Stevens directed a brilliant young Army captain,
George Brinton M;Clellan, to explore for a wagon road passage through
the Cascade Mountains. In carrying out this task, McClellan displayed
the same cautious approach to the problem that he would later be
criticized for in the Civil War, when he was Commander in Chief
of the Union Army for a brief time.

In September- 1853, he led his eiploring‘party northward along
the eastern foothills of the Cascades. From Wenstchee Valley he

traveled along the west bank of the Columbia River. Turning more
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directly northward, he moved up either Navarre of Knapp Coulee

and reached the shore of Lake Chelan., He crossed the outlet of
the lake at its southern end and, again reaching the Columbia,
went into camp. A Spokan chief, Louis (or Quiltanee), told him
that the Indians of the area used a trail beginning at the head

of the lake to cross the mountains to the Skagit (Satchet) River.
Students agree that Quiltanee was most likely describing the trail
already noted that went up the Stehekin and over Cascade Pass.

This information failed to arouse McClellan's curiosity. To
his mind, Lake Chelan was too great an obstacle: 'The lake itself
is some thirty miles long, and is shut in by high mountains, which
leave no passage along its margins." A few days later he traveled
a short distance up the Twisp River where he learned of another
trail "said to pass from this ravine, over a very difficult country,
to the stream emptying into the head of Lake Chelan /Stehekin River/,
then to cross very steep and lofty mountainé at the head of that
stream [Egain, Cascade Pas§7, and finally to reach the Skagit river
on the western slope."

Rather than explore this trail, McClellan continued up the
Columbia toward Fort Okanogan. In the end he pessimistically
reported to Stevens that no good, economical route lay across the
mountains. Disgusfed settlers later undertook the construction
of their own wagon road from Seattle %o Walla Walla, crossing the
Cascades considerably to the south of today's park. McClellan

missed an opportunity to see some outstanding scenery. Cascade
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Pass escaped from being considered for a highwa.y.l
Twenty-six years later, in 1879, the U.S. Army decided to
build a post on the newly-established Indian reservation that lay
to the west of -the Okanogan River. In August, Companies E and I,
24 Infantry, left Fort Colville in northeastern Washington for this
reservation. They camped for the winter at the confluence of the
‘Columbia and Foster Creek, about 35 miles up the river from the
outlet of Lake Chelan and near the present town of Bridgeport.
Lt. Col. Henry Clay Merriam named this temporary encampment "Camp
Chelan." Post Order No. 1 read: "Military post hereby established,
temporarily in the angle formed by the confluence of Foster Creek
and the Columbia River."
The following spring, Merriam decided to move the infantry to
Iake Chelan proper. ZFirst Lt. Thomas Symons, a young Engineer
officer Who had graduated first in his class at the Academy, left
a description of the search for a good site. He and Colonel Merriam
had already gone almost half-way up the lake itself:
I first visited Lake Chelan in the summer of

1879, when searching for a site for a military post.

Colonel Merriam of the Second Infantry, and I, with

In-no-mo-setch-a and one of his sons, paddled about

twenty-four miles up the lake Zirobably near Safety

Harbo£7 in a dug-out canoe, and found that the farther
up we went the more grand and beautiful the scenery

1. Mitchell, By River, Trail, and Road, p. 4; Philip Henry Over-
meyer, "George B. McClellan and the Pacific Northwest," The Pacific
Northwest Quarterly, 32 (1941); Senate Ex. Doc, T8, 334 Cong., 24
Sess., 1, pp. 196-97 (Pacific Railroad Survey).
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became. About its mouth there is a large area
of arable prairie land. The hills in the
vicinity are covered with trees, and the lake
shores, with the exception of those nearest the
outlet, are completely timbered. The shores

are in places exceedingly steep, the granite
walls rising smooth and shiny, without a tree or
blade of grass, for a thousand feet or more from
the water's edge.

Sometime between that trip and the spring of 1880, Colonel
Merriam made at least one more journey up Lake Chelan,'apparently
reaching its head, over 50 miles distant:

Colonel Merriam afterward went further up the lake,

and says that the timber becomes better and better

as the lake is ascended, and cedar is foudn ZE;E7
about the head of it, which region he describes as
being wonderfully grand. At the extreme upper end

he found solid vertical walls of rock, and on these,
several hundred feet above the water's edge, were a
large number of hieroglyphics written on a horizontal
line, evidently by people in boats when the waters

were at this higher level. Above the first line were
others at varying altitudes, but always in a horizontal
line. The present Chelan Indians could tell nothing
about them, but said they must have been made by people
who lived there long before they came there to reside.

Merriam may have stretched things a bit. But pictograrphs,
now almost wholly destroyed by vandals, still exist at the head of
Lake Chelan. A dam has raised the water level 17 feet in recent
years; even accounting for that, the pictographs are far from
"several hundred feet above the water's edge." Symons said that
he hoped to get up to the head himself to see the markings. A

record of this proposed trip has not yet been found.

The new camp stood on the site of the present town of Chelan.
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Symons wrote that it

was established just where the lake narrows into the
creek, on a beautiful bunch-grass-covered plateau on
the north bank, stretching back about a mile to the

rocky and timbered hills. Here the work of erecting
a saw-mill and building the post was carried on with
vigor and rapidity, considering that everything had

to be done by the labor of troops with a very little
assistance from outside.

First, the troops erected temporary shelters. They made
brick, cut timber, built and ran the sawmill, constructed a road
from the Columbia up the steep slope to the camp (a distance of
2% miles), "and a thousand other things." About the time that the
post began to take on a semblance of permanency, a visiting inspector-
general, Col. Edmund Schriver, recommended that it be abandoned. His
reason was the difficulty patrols experienced in reaching the vast
plain to the east of the Columbia. To get from the camp to the top
of the steep bluffs on the opposite side of the river presented,
as Symons said, many "drawbacks": '"the terrible road getting down
to the river from the Great Plain on the east, the descent being
about 2,500 feet; the crossing of the river where there was quite
a swift current; and the ascent of the hill to the lake."

As quickly as they had come, the infantrymen packed their bags
that fall and moved farther up the Columbia to found Fort Spokane,
today within Coulee Dam National Recreation Area. Camp Chelan's
active life had lasted less than half & year; but its structures

remained a little longer. In 1881, Symons, accompanied by a civilian

topographical engineer and artist, Alfred Downing, visited the
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site:
Procuring a couple of ponies . « . Z§é7 went up
the steep road and over the plain to pay a visit to
the lake and the old camp. ZEverything was about as
the troops had left it, and it certainly presented a
sorrowful appearance, with its tent and shanty frames
standing, the deserted sutler's store, and old tin
cans and commissary boxes innumerable. There was
quite an amount of Llumber piled up in good condition,
and everything was untouched and undisturbed by the
Indians; not an Indian was visible except an_old
squaw who had been . . . Zééthering7 a large basket
of elderberries.

One year after Symons gazed upon the deserted camp, another
lieutenant, Henry Hubbard Pierce, led a command across the North
Cascades, following closely if unintentionally the route taken by
Alexander Ross in 1814. Although this trail was known by then, if
not traveled often, Pierce's meticulous account is of value. Alfred
Downing accompanied him too, and prepared the first map of this
mountain. route.

The expedition left Fort Colville on August 1, 1882. 1In
addition to the half-breed guide, Joe LaFleur, the train included
1st Lt. George B: Backus, a Dr., Wilson, a detachment of enlisted men,
a competent packer, 15 Cayuse horses, and 1k pack mules. By August
17, the party had reached the Methow River. Pilerce traveled up it
to its confluence with the Twisp River, then up the latter. Reaching

an elevation high enough to see to the west a "majestic prominence",

he named it Cathedral Mountain (?). A trail led him on to the junction

2. This discussion of Camp Chelan comes from Senate Ex. Doc. 186,
47th,Cong., 1st Sess., pp. 39-41 and 105. See also Mitchell,
"By River, Trail, and Rail," pp. 16-18.
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of the Twisp's North Fork and War Creek. Along War Creek, the
trail became more difficult to follow and in some stretches
disappeared entirely. Finally, August 20, he reached a pass that
most likely was today's War Creek Pass, from where he could see
the head of Lake Chelan:

As I gazed westward from a height of 6,500 feet

above the sea, and 5,800 feet above the lake, a

scene of remarkable grandeur was presented. To

the south and west were the rugged peaks of the

Cascade Mountains covered with everlasting snow.

At our feet reposed Chielan, in color like an

artificial lake of thick plate glass, while Pierce

River Z§£eheki§7 brought its clay-tinted waters

with many a winding down the narrow canyon that

opened to the north. '

Pierce found the descent to the lake difficult: "A zigzag
path along the back of a narrow, rugged spur. After 9 miles,
knee deep in dust like ashes filled with sharp fragments of rock,
and constantly threatened by bowlders Z§i£7 tumbling from above,
the almost perpendicular slope was accomplished."

They pitched camp on the Stehekin, one mile from its mouth
(camp no. 18 on map). Pierce decided that the head of the lake in
no way represented the appearance that Colonel Merriam had suggested.
Erroneously, he concluded that Merriam had gone only to a false head,
twenty miles to the south, where the "Sta-he-kin River flows." Alas
for Pierce, he was at the Stehekin; and his own name, which he applied

3

to the stream, would not stick long as the river's label.

3. The Chelan Leader, Dec. 31, 1891, called the upper Stehekin the
Pierce.
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He described the valley bottom as "a dense jungle of cottonwood,
willows, firs, and underbrush, with frequent lagoons covered by
almost tropical growth of rush grass, ferns, and other marshy vegeta-

tion." A "most imperfect" trail took them up the valley. On the
right he saw three streams that he named Tda, Juanita, and Isabel.
Unfortunately, these names have also disappeared. Ida was probably
Rainbow Creek, for here he observed "a magnificent cascade . . .
with a sheer unbroken fall of 300 feet'--today's still-magnificent
Rainbow Falls. Hé also noted méuntain goats on the cliffs of the
valley and "lusty" trout in the river.

One of Pierce's names that is still on the map is Agnes Creek,
which the party passed on August 23. That same day, they reached
Coon Lake; however, Pierce did not give it any name. That night the
expedition camped (no. 20) at the junction of Bridge Creek (he called
it Backus Fork) and the Stehekin (above this point, Pierce named
the Stehekin as Symons Fork). Although the party forded Bridge
Creek, Pierce noticed that nearby there was "a rude bridge of drift-
logs, Jjoined with strings of cedar bark, and ballasted with stone,
built by the Indians, and doubtless often used by them instead of
risking the . . . current."”

They followed the trail along the upper Stehekin, but were not
favorably impressed with its quality: "Often progress was . . .
made by taking the actual bed of the creek." While it is difficult
to pinpoint their camp (no. 21) for the night of August 24-25, a

study of the map indicates that it must have been close to the
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Junction of the Stehekin and Horseshoe Creek.

The next morning Pierce and Downing set out ahead of the
train to ascend the steep trail to Cascade Pass. Before reaching
Lake Chelan they had met an old prospector, one of the earliest
notices of miners in the Stehekin Valley. Now, glancing up toward
the Pass, Pierce spotted him again:

With a look of utter discouragement upon his face.
Upon inquiry, he advised me . . . to return; saying
that ascent was impossible for packs /mules/, that
his best horse had tumbled from the cliffs ahead,
its body lying in the brush close by. . . .

Shaking hands with the old man, who bade me a
sorrowful farewell . . . we gained the height without
mishap, the last few hundred feet becoming exceedingly
treacherous by reason of a sleety shower.

Pierce and Downing built a fire "among the rocks of a heathery
ridge" near the pass and waited for the others. Soon, Lieutenant
Backus and Dr. Wilson joined them. Hours later, Joe LaFleur arrived
announcing that he could not get the mules up the slippery slope.
Reluctantly, Pierce ordered the train to go into camp, still on the
eastern side of Cascade Pass. Meanwhile, Backus had explored ahead;
he returned reporting to Pierce that beyond them was a small grassy
prairie but that the western slope of the mountain was "precarious,
if not wholly impossible." The storm, turning to snow, continued
through the night and into the morning of August 26: "Breakfast
over, the question of advance or return was formally submitted,

all, without exception, voting more or less decidedly for the

latter."
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Despite the vote, Pierce ordered the men with some of the
Cayuses to go forward. He directed the pack train to return vis
the head of Lake Chelan (where some animals and property had been
left) and to "proceed by the shortest route to Colville." The
men did not finish the repacking of supplies until late afternoon.
They then moved the camp to better shelter one-half mile nearer
the pass (camp no. 23). Here they found the remains of the old
prospector's hastily-abandoned camp, including his frying pan
and shovel.

Morale improved. The sky cleared. The reduced party crossed
Cascade Pass in the morning of August 27. They followed closely
the headwaters of Cascade River, crossing the expanse of loose rock
that the present trail also traverses. The men discovered "floating
specimens of rotten quartz, rich in gold" along the trail. Today,
one of the upper tributaries of the Cascade is called Soldier Boy
Creek, and one of the mining claims in that area was named the
Soldier Boy. Then:

The path wound its uncertain way for three miles
through an entangled growth of trailing alders

over seven feet high, emerging from which we came
upon the margin of a creek, in and out of whose
waters the footway led us blindly for a considerable
distance.

Through groves of gigantic cedars, often 4O feet
in circumference, with frequent patches of bewildering
fern and devil-club, the journey brought us past a
powerful waterfgll . . . to the track of an

avalanche 300 yards wide. . . .

We encamped close by the stream Zﬁascad§7 now
assuming large proportions, in the midst of a forest
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of white pine, red firs, and cottonwoods. This is
certainly one of the most magnificently timbered
regions in the world, the pines towering above our
heads, large, straight, and without & knot for perhaps
a hundred feet. :

The remainder of the trip down the Cascade was uneventful.

The trail often kept to the slopes rather than in the tangled growth
of the canyon bottom. Nevertheless, the soldiers had to chop away
‘an endless number of fallen trees.

Pierce camped the night of August 29-30 (no. 26) hbeneath
some moss-grown Ofegon maples that shaded an old Indian camp," still
on the Cascade. Nearby, two dugouts lay on the river's bank. The
pafty continued the descent for two more days, finding the fords
becoming increasingly more difficult as the river widened and its
current strengthened in its lower reaches.

Near the mouth of the Cascade, Lieutenant Backus located an
Indian summer lodge. LaFleur discovered that he could speak the
language (Skagit?) of the two Indian families camped there. Pierce
employed the Indians to take the party down the Skagit in their two
canoes. He abandoned the exhausted Cayuse ponies. At sundown,
September 1, the patrol reached Sterling, 12 miles above Mount
Vernon (near present Sedro Woolley): "A mere logging camp, with
two shanties and a saloon. After our half rations for a week, a
beautiful supper, hastily prepared by the red-shirted landlord,
was eaten . . . and camp was pitched émong the stumps."

In evaluating his successful reconnaissance, Pierce concluded

that the Army need not concern itself with developing a military
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road through that portion of the North Cascades. The mountain
range was a sufficient barrier in itself to keep the Interior and
the Coastal Indians separated and to prevent them from ever forming
a successful alliance. He believed that a small military force in
the Okanogan or Methow valleys would be sufficient to maintain the
peace of the area. In conclusion, he added that the old miner whom
he had met had told him of a better route across the mountains some-
place farther north, but Pierce was not able to describe the loca-
tion of this route in any detall. Apparently unaware of Ross's
adventures of an earlier era, Pierce wrote:
This reconnaissance of 295 miles, through a

territory never before traversed by white men, will,

I trust, add to a correct understanding of the geog-

raphy of the country and perchance attract attention

to fertile regions and pleasant landscapes hitherto

unknown.

Unlike the report of Henry Custer, Pierce's account gained
public attention. The Army's leaders, including Brig. Gen. Nelson
A, Miles and Gen. William T. Sherman, gave it their blessing and,
in 1883, it appeared in a Federal Government publication. General
Sherman wrote:

Further explorations will be made, and publication

of the information gained should be made, as it is

to the national interest that the timber and minerals
of that region should be brought within the reach of
the emigrants who will throng to Oregon and Washington
Territory as soon as the Northern Pacific Railroad is
completed. :

Immigrants were not waiting for the railroad's completion.

Gold had already been discovered in the North Cascades. The seekers
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of riches were already uncovering the deepest secrets of the

mountains.

Evaluation and Recommendations

The U.S. Army's role in the early history, except the Pilerce
expedition, is one of the lesser themes of the park's history. The
northern Pacific Railway Survey, Camp Chelan, the escort for the
Boundary Commission, and the patrols up the Skagit barely skirt the
park and its story. Pierce's expedition is, however, significant.
Although he was not the first figure in history to come this way,
his report and its map publicized the country. Through this recon-
naissance, the timber and mineral resources became known, for better
or worse, to a multitude of people.

Recommend that the railroad-wagon road survey of Captain
McClellan, the Boundary Commission escort, and the patrols up the
Skagit be mentioned in publications, films, and exhibits on explora-

tion, the Indians, and the international boundary.

Recommend, too, that the Park maintain contact with the appropriate

L. Henry H. Pierce, Report of An Expedition From Fort Colville to
Puget Sound, Washington Territory, by way of Lake Chelan and Skagit
River . . . August and September, 1852 (Washington, 1852), including
indorsements and maps; Alfred Downing, Sketch Book, Washington State
Historical Society, Tacoma, Washington.
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officials of the government of the Province of British Columbia
concerning the grave of Pvt. Michael Brown at Lake Chilliwack (see
preceding chapter). Its proximity to the park, on a trail that
will be traveled by visitors, will result in visitor interest, both
Canadian and American.

Recommend, finally, that considerable attention be paid to the
Pierce expedition in various interpretive media. Eepecially recommend
that interpretation be carried Qut alorig the trail, especially the
Stehekin Valley and vicinity of (Cascade Pass.

Additional recommendations concerning this trail and Pierce's
route are includéd in the chapter on transportation and communica-

tion to be found later in this report.
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Chapter 5

MINING

The story of mining in the North Cascades National Park complex
has many threads that crisscross in intricate detail. "The area has
almost 6,000 unpatented claims and almost 2,000 acres of patented
claims. This stofy is incomplete in that miners are still working
a few claims. This chapter attempts only to outline the mining history
and note some of its highlights.

Compared to other mineral regions in the West, the North Cascades’
mines have produced but little wealth, barely enough to keep the dreams
of elusive riches alive. The sale of claims has probably produced
more profit than the metals of thoge claims. Many men have gone
broke in these hills. Yet this mining history cannot be overlooked.

It has been one of the more active industries in the North Cascades;
it has resulted in the thorough exploration of the mountain wilderness;
and it contributed to the settlement and development of the surrounding

areas.

The Skagit
Documentation concerning the earliest prospectors is extremely
scarce. In 1858-59 an excited stampede of would-be miners poured
into southern British Columbia, creating a "gold rush" along the

Fraser River and its tributaries. This proved to be a short-lived
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rush and, by 1859, the disenchanted were drifting back to the States.
A portion of these men, traveling overland, skirted past the western
foothills of the North Cascades. A few probably ascended the Nooksack
and the Skagit rivers looking for gold on the sand and gravel bars of
these streams.

An early history of the country mentions that a party of pros-
pectors, including A. S. Buffington and J. K. Tukey, explored up
the Skagit in the summer of 1858: "They stated that in the first
twelve miles of the river they met with obstructions consisting of
three rafts ZIog jam§7, after passing which they prospected the
bars, and invariably found gold." This group is said to have gone
up the Skagit as far as the Baker River, then up the latter toward
Mount Baker until they "fell in with several Indian camps." From
that sketchy description, they probably did not enter today's park.l
An even more vague account guggests that returning prospectors found
gold on Ruby Creek in 1859. However, Henry Custer explored the junction
of the Skagit and Ruby Creek that summer and reported neither pros-
pectors nor gold;2

Not until 1872 did prospectors again travel up the Skagit.
Local tradition holds that in that year John Sutter, George Sanger,

and John Rowley reached Ruby Creek. Sutter found a ruby on the creek,

1. Interstate, p. 100; Concrete Herald, June 21, 1951, citing a
report by Maj. Van Bokkelen.

2. Marshall T. Hunting, Gold in Washington, Bulletin No. 42, Division
of Mines and Geology, State of Washington (Olympia, 1955), P. 29.
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thereby giving it its name.3 Three years later, 1875, Amasa Everett,
Lafayette Stevens, Orlando Graham, and (again) John Rowley, all settlers
around the mouth of the Skagit, prospected for gold near present
Marblemount. At this time, Rowley is said to have taken up a claim
near the Jjunction of the Skagit and the Baker.LL

In 1877, activity increased. That year, Otto Klement, Charles
von Presentin, John Duncan, Frank Scott, and Rowley traveled up the
river. At the yet-to-be-named Goodell's Landing they built a log
cabin and sluice boxes and began prospecting. Having little luck in
that area, they traveled up the river through Diablo Canyon, where
they described finding a natural bridge, and on to Ruby Creek. Here
their luck changed. They discovered "fine specimens of the precious
metal® before snow forced them to return to the coast.”

The next summer they resumed prospecting, stopping long enough
to build another cabin, the Tunnel House, located at the natural
bridge. They made only sufficient discoveries this year to encourage
them to come back in 1879. The third season provided the strikes
that set off the first gold rush in the North Cascades, a short-

lived scramble that hit its climax within twelve months. Albert

3. Mount Baker NP history files, Actg. Supervisor R.L. Fromme,
Nov. 23, 1937, to Regional Forester, Portland.

L, Herbert Hunt and Floyd C. Kaylor, Washington, West of the Cascades,
1 (Chicago, 1917), p. 434; Concrete Herald, June 21, 1951. Everett
later started a farm on the upper Skagit and grubstaked miners of the
Ruby Creek district. In 190k, he sold this land, where the Portland
Cement Company later erected its plant.

P

5. Interstate, p. 118; Concrete Herald, June 21, 1951.
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Bacon and some associates put in a wing dam on Ruby Creek, eight
miles above its mouth, and named this claim "Nip and Tuck." They
washed out $1,500 in gold dust. Rowley, Duncan, and others went
farther up the Ruby to its tributary, Canyon Creek., They took out
$1,000 in dust.6

By August 1879, 62 prospectors had fanned out along Canyon and
Ruby creeks, digging ditches and building flumes and sluices. And
still they came. _As soon as settlers on the Skagit Flats could
clear the log jams on the lower river, steamboats began plying the
lower fifty miles of the Skagit. Miners covered the next forty
miles of the river by canoe. But above Goodell's Landing, they had
to pack their food and supplies to the claims, some of them being
fifty miles farther on difficult trails.T

Seattle business men and investors, spotting their own gold mines
in outfitting and backing miners, held meetings to discuss financing
improvements to the trails to the mines. In December 1879, they met
in Squire's Opera House to plan fund-raising, collecting over $l,500
before the meetiﬁg was over.8 Other towns along the Sound followed
suit. All of them were concerned that the Canadian settlements along

the Fraser River, such as Fort Hope, would grab the larger share of

6. Interstate, p. 118; Concrete Herald, June 21, 1951; Paul Curtis
Pitzer, "A History of the Upper Skagit Valley, 1880-1924," (MA Thesis,
University of Washington, 1966), pp. 4-5.

7. Pitzer, pp. 6-7, quoting the Bellingham Bay Mail, April 19 and
August 2, 1879.

8. North Pacific Coast, Dec. 1879, p. 29.
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trade by transporting supplies down the Skagit to Ruby Creek.9

By the end of the year, the Sound newspapers were boasting,
with considerable exaggeration, that as many as 5,000 men had
gone to the Skagit mines. Many hundreds did go, despite the coming
winter storms and all the other hazards. Disasters occurred and lives
were lost. On one occasion, a canoce containing twelve men upset.
Six of the passengers drowned.lo

The year 188Q began with a continuing frenzy of excitement.
Demands for an improved trail continued to make themselves heard.

The North Pacific Coast estimated that a trail suitable for pack

trains could be constructed for $2,000. It also reported a Seattle
resident, C. D. Boren, as saying that "not only Chinamen but all
foreigners should be excluded from the mines." Men laid plans for
transporting in the iron and other materials needed for water-
powered sawmills. Although snow was still four feet deep at Ruby
Creek on March 15, LOO men were said to be bﬁsy at the strikes,

1

"and more going every day." A traveler to the mines about April

reported:

We passed up the entire length of Ruby and Canyon
Creeks as Tar as the "falls," and found every foot
of the way taken up, apparently; also many claims are
taken on Granite, Mill and Slate Creeks, tributaries
of Canyon Creek, as well as several claims off in

9. Pitzer, p. 12. In 1880, the transportation of supplies from
Goodell's Landing to Ruby Creek cost 25¢ per pound; from Fort Hope
to Ruby Creek was only 12%¢ per pound.

10. Interstate, p. 118,

93



Gatins creek.

By the time the rush had reached its zenith that year, the
miners had formed the Ruby Creek mining district and had elected
George Sawyer as the recorder. Surveyors plotted Ruby City--the
ground still covered with up to twenty feet of snow. Canadian
customs authorities surprised American business men by allowing
American goods to pass through British Columbia in bond. The

Bellingham Bay Mail said: "This is quite a concession and con-

venience to those going in from northern routes." Granite Creek
had 96 claims and Thunder Creek had 30, in addition to the Ruby
and its several tributaries. One company, the Skagit Mining Company,
organized in Portland, Oregon, in May, with a stock of $1,000,000,
and with a great many plans for development.12

Then, the rush was over. The bust came even more guickly than
the boom. Gold simply did not exist in sufficient quantity to
make placer mining profitable. Most of the men left. Ruby Creek
rushed toward the Skagit as before; but now abandoned equipment,
sluices, and winé dams littered its banks. Ruby City, except for

a small store, never had the opportunity to be built. The Puget

Sound Mail announced curtly on October 30, 1880, that "the Ruby

11. DNorth Pacific Coast, Feb. 1, 1880, p. 61; Mar. 15, pp. 111-12;
and May 1, p. 133. Pitzer, p. 15, estimates that the largest
number of men at any one time did not exceed 1,000-1,500.

12. Hunt and Kaylor, 1, p. 427; Pitzer, pp. 10-13.
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gold was over, and that it had been a failure."
Those men who remained in the upper country continued to take

out small quantities of gold during the 1880s. Jack Durand continued

to work the Colonial Mine on Colonial Creek, a tributary of Thunder

Creek., The Skagit News in 1884 told of four prospectors getting

"several colors of gold, but unfortunately brought none home to
relieve the monetary tightness now epidemic." Four other men,

L. S. Stevens, John Rouse, George Rowse, and F. Reese, reported
finding a quartz iedge "rich in gold and silver" on Cascade River
in 1885.

The placer mines having failed to produce, men now turned to
the idea of hard rock mining, and to planning a road that would
allow heavy machinery to be taken into the upper country. Hard
rock mining would mean the end to hordes of individual prospectors
roaming the country. The amount of capital required demanded the
formation of large companies. Yet the Ruby gold rush left its
mark. That portion of the North Cascades was now fully known. Men
were now familiaf with the wealth of timber and the agricultural
potential of the lower Skagit. The country would not be empty of
modern man again.llL

The decade of the 1890s witnessed a second "boom" in mining

on the upper tributaries of Ruby Creek and on a few other major

13. Pitzer, p. 13.

14. Interstate, pp. 118-19; The Skagit News, Sept. 8, 188k, and
Sept. 9, 1885; Pitzer, pp. 13-15.
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streams that flow into the Skagit. Companies, rather than individuals,
developed these hard rock mines having gold-bearing quartz ore. For
the most part, they brought their share-holders little profit.

The most successful of these strikes, the Barron mines, lay
outside today's park. In 1891, Alec Barron of Anacortes prospected
on Slate Creek near Hart's Pass. He struck gold, and the news of
the discovery set off the second "rush." By 1894, the town of Barron,
with a population of over l,OOO{ burst into existence. Miners reached
this district by trails from both the Skagit and the Methow rivers.
Visitors to the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893
could, if they desired, stare at a 400-pound of gold-bearing gquartz
from the Barron mines. This chunk of ore traveled from the mine,
down Slate, Canyon, and Ruby Creeks, over the Skagit Trail, then on
to the Pacific by cancs,™

Other developments included a mill on Mill Creek and a narrow-
gauge road from Mill Creek to Barron (both outside today's park),
built by the North American Mining Company about 1895. John Russner
and some associafes explored the headwaters of Thunder Creek in 1891,
and established several claims in that area. The next year, the
Skagit Mining and Milling Company bought out Russner and began ship-
ping out quartz ore to be refined. However, this first major effort

on upper Thunder Creek proved unprofitable rather quickly. Some

activity continued on the headwaters of Cascade River (see below).

15. Pitzer, pp. 16-1T7.
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Then, in 1897-98, came the Klondike gold rush in northwestern

Canada. The miners of the North Cascades, as elsewhere, dropped

their shovels and headed for Yukon Territory. Another quiet spell
16

fell on the mountains.

In 1897, an important little book, Mining in the Pacific

Northwest, appeared on the market. Designed to be a gulde for
anyone interested in mining activities in the North Cascades and
elsewhere, it gives an accurate picture of mining developments up
to that year. The editor, L. K. Hodges, discussed the area district
by district, including Ruby Creek, Thunder Creek, Cascade River,

and Stehekin River. Within each district he listed the claims by
number and, where applicable, by name. A map accompanied the text.
Here and there, however, names appear that are still well known.

Two years later, a Seattle firm published a similar map, on a larger
scale. Some differences exist between these two sources, such as
using different numbering systems. Together, they present a reasonably

17

accurate concept of mining up to the turn of the century.

Ruby Creek
At the mouth of Ruby Creek, 38 claims blanketed both sides

of the stream. Those named were: Rubber Neck, Hydraulic, Nugget,

16. Interstate, p. 479; Pitzer, pp. 16-18.

17. L. K. Hodges, editor, Mining in the Pacific Northwest (seattle,
1897); Kroll Map Company, 'The Cascade Portion of Skagit, Whatcom
and Okanogan Counties, Washington" (Seattle, 1899).
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0. K. No. 3, 0. K. No. 2, 0. K. No. 1, The Tramp, Noodrat,

and Paymaster.

Thunder Creek and Cascade River

On upper Thunder Creek and the North Fork of Cascade River,
their tributaries, and the mountain complex between them, a large
number of claims existed. Those named were:

Iceberg (upper Thunder Ck. area)
TOWS er " n " i
Hartford ” n : 1" "
Willis & Everett (West Fork, Thunder Ck.)
Boston (North Fork, Cascade River)
Chicago 1" 1" 1" u
Brooklyn
Franklin
Rainbow
Keystone
Diamond
Midas " "
Pride of
Kildare " b I
Pride of

W. Seattle " " "
Saratoga " " n "
Gold Run L
Golden Eagle" " "
Mountain

Chief 3 " " " 1"
North Star " " . "
Ventura 1" " n 1"

Soldier Boy (North Fork, Cascade River)
Tarcoo Union (Johannesburg Mtn. area, N. Fork, Cascade R.)
PI'OSpeCtOI"S Friend " 1" " " 1" n n
Johnsburg (or Johnsboro) '
Lookout !
Granite (Johannesburg Mtn. area, near park boundary)
Buckeye Boy 1" 1 " il 1 n

Ohio " . n " " " 1"
Roscoe Conkling " L " 1 ¥ o
Hoosier Gal
Michigan
Grand Republic
London

San Francisco
Lucky Boy (Location not shown)
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Gladstone (location not shown)
Fourth of July "

Eldorado (Roush Creek area, Eldorado Peak)
Daisy n " " " 1"
Pride of the
Mountain " " " " "
Rex (Eldorado Peak area)

"

King Solomon B u

Queen of Sheba " " " " "

Concerning the Cascade area, Hodges wrote:

Among the earliest mining discoveries in the
Cascade Range was the galena district at the head of
the Cascade River.. . . Tradition dates it back to
one of a party of soldiers, who were coming across the
summit from Fort Colville to Fort Vancouver, about twenty
years ago Zit. Pierce, 18827. This man found a piece
of rich float and afterwards returned and located the
Soldier Boy claim.

The discovery of the Cascade District was made by
George L. Rouse ZEOWSE7, John C. Rouse, and Gilbert
Landre in September, 1889 . . . The Rouses /sic/ located
the Boston claim and Mr. Landre the Chicago on its
west extension.

Hodges said also that the Boston had the greatest showing in
the district, and that the Silver Queen Mining and Smelting Company
had made the largest single investment in the district.

After the turn of the century, hopes for fortunes flared up
from time to time in the various districts. In the Ruby Creek
district the Eureka Company (owned by Charles D. Lane, San
Francisco) reported taking out a great amount of gold, particularly
on Slate Creek. In 1906, the Ruby Creek Mining Company began working
the gravel beds at the confluence of the Ruby and the Skagit. The
company erected a sawmill, bunkhouse, cookhouse, a four-mile wooden
flume, and a hydraulic plant. Almost immediately, the company went

broke and abandoned the site. Later, its buildings served as the

g9
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Ruby Creek Inn. Ross Lake now floods this area. However, rumors
persist that traces of a flume still remain on Ruby Mountain.
(Further reference to this flume is found in the chapter "Public
Domain.")

Also in 1906, O. B. Brown installed a Pelton water wheel and
a generator on Ruby Creek to serve several mines in the area., The
largest of these outfits was the Chancellor Gold Compény, which had
$200,000 in stock. But within a year this combine went broke also.
Someone removed the company's power plant later. A forest fire
eventually destroyed the buildings.l9

Thunder Creek witnessed a great increase in activity shortly
after 1900 with the discovery of lead and silver along with gold
ores on the upper tributaries. Several companies took up claims
here. One of these, the North Coast Mining and Milling Company,
incorporated in Tacoma in 1908, with a stock issue of $1,000,000.
Its major hope was the Colonial claim. But within a few years, this
company had virtually disappeared from the scene.gO

The Skagit Queen Mining Company, incorporated in 1905, was
equally ambitious on Thunder Creek area. It concentrated its
activities along Skagit Queen Creek (a patented mine of that name

still exists), where it discovered 29 separate lodes. The company

18. Pitzer, pp. 18-20.
19. Ibid., p. 20.

20. Ibid., p. 21.
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erected a substantial cemp: bunkhouse, messhall, storehouse,
powder house, and a barn. A U. S. surveyor described the set-up
in 1908:
Here is a 30" Pelton Wheel, operating under 150 ft.
head of water. This wheel runs a 15 H.P. Electric
Generator, which furnishes power for machine drills at
the mines, 5,000 feet distant, also light for mine and
camp.

Here is installed a 10 H.P. Induction Motor,
running an 8" x 43" Air Compressor. Two small machine
drills are at the mine, a Sinclair and a Hard-[illegi7.
With these facilities we /sic/ are making only fair
headway as the machinery is too light to advance the
tunnel rapidly.

To overcome this latter difficulty, the company planned to install
a U8-inch Pelton wheel with a 550-foot head, producing 250 horse-
power. Whether the company carried out this plan is not known.

An official of the company, George Senior, visited the mines
in 1908.. He reported that the supply base and corral were located
at Marblemount. Packtrains carried equipment and food up the Skagit
and Thunder Creek from there. He.passed the North Coast Company's
Colonial mine on his way up Thunder Creek; and he saw the Standard
Reduction & Development Company's claims on the hillside directly
above the Skagit Queen.

That fall, this company absorbed a small outfit named the
Protective Mining Company and renamed itself the Skagit Queen
Conscolidated Mining Company. By then, it had one tunnel bored to
a depth of 113 feet in the "Dude Ledge." Although the assays were
favorable ($200 per ton for silver, $9 for gold), the company

quickly came to grief when the veins invariably proved to be both
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narrow and shallow. Like its predecessors, this outfit soon fell
into monetary difficulties.

Located nearby was the British Mining Company. By 1912,
this organization held 31 claims and 4 millsites, totalling 654
acres. On an upper tributary of Thunder Creek, it built a dam,
laid over 1,400 feet of 20-inch pipe, installed a 36-inch Pelton
wheel with a 500-foot lead. Using air compressors, the miners
drilled a 660-foot tunnel. In 1913 the British Mining Company
absorbed the Skagit Queen Consolidated Mining Company and received
permission from the U. S. Forest Service to work the old Skagit
Queen holdings. However, 1t proved to be as unlucky as the others
and became broke, or nearly so.

Next to try its hand was the Thunder Creek Mining Company,
headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona. It acquired the machinery
left by its predecessors, includiné a power plant. This company,
perhaps needless to say, was also remarkably unsuccessful. A
forest ranger reported in 1920 that about all to be seen were
two cabins, one of which had fallen down, the other filled with
unused supplies. The remains of the power plant are still to
be found on Thunder Creek (see photographs). Today, a number of
patented claims still exist on both sides of Skagit Queen Creek
and are indicated on the USFS map, "Mount Baker National Forest. "1

Little wealth came out of the mines in the Skagit drainage.

21. Ibid., pp. 22-29.
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Those who made the most profit were the ones who sold their claims
to someone else to develop and flounder upon. Yet these pioneer
miners made known the country, built many of its early trails (some
gsince little improved upon), gave continuing life to the concept
of a road across these mountains, and provided the wealth of
characters and folklore that a respectable mountain mass should
have.

The Division of Mines and Geology, Washington State, surveyed
metallic deposits and mines in the North Cascades in 1956. Those
mines or claims that this report iisted as being located in the
Skagit drainage are extracted and shown below. The State report
made no attempt to describe the conditlions existing at the time
it was prepared. It does not indicate, for example, if a mine was

active or lay dormant:

Cascade River area

Alta., Approximately in Sec. 24, T35N, R13E. Headwaters of Boston

Creek. Four claims: Alta, Montreal, Cerrico, and Helena Butte.

A cross vein of the Boston vein. Arsenic, lead, silver, zinc.

Boston. Sec. 24, T35N, R13E, and Sec. 19, T35N, R14E. North

side of Boston Basin. Trail from end of the Cascade River Road.

Four patented claims. 1892, J. C. Rouse and G. L. Rowse. l93h,
Adolph Behrens & Sons estate. 35-foot adit and 60-foot lower adit.
Two tons shipped in 1890s. Lead, silver, zinc, gold, copper, arsenic,

Chicago. Sec. 24, T35N, RL3E. Western extension of the Boston
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Claim. Four claims: Chicago, Cincinnati, New York, Buffalo.

Owner (no date): "Gilbert, Landry /Landre?/, Landers & Co."
Lead, silver, gold, zinc, arsenic,

Elsie. SE i of Sec. 24, T35N, RL3E, in Boston Basin. Two

miles of trail. Two claims: Elsie and Pochantes. 1951, 0. W.

Marshall, Sedro Woolley. 50-foot adit. Copper.

Midas. W & of Sec. 25 and E % of Sec. 26, T35N, R13E, on

south side of North Fork, Cascade River. Five patented claims:

Midas, Diamond, Saratoga, Pride of Seattle, Pride of Kildare.

1951, A. G. Mosier and William Soren, Sedro Woolley. Several
crosscuts and drifts. Silver, lead, zinc, gold, copper.
Soldier Boy. SE + of Sec. 25 and NE 1 of Sec. 36, T35N, R13E,

southeast of Midas group. Five patented claims: Soldier Boy,

Gold Run, Golden Eagle, Mountain Chief, North Star. 1951, A. G.
Mosier, Sedro Woolley. Adit. Gold, silver, lead, zinc, copper.
Johnsburg (or Johnsboro). Sec. 27 and Sec. 3&, T35N, R13E.

Four patented claims: Johnsburg, Lookout, Tarcoo Union and

Prospectors Friend. 1892, Silver Queen Mining and Smelting Co.

1949-1954, Johnsburg Mining & Milling Co. 1954, Kaess Mining Co.,
Mount Vernon., 200-foot drift, 50-foot édit., 15-foot open cut.
Cabin. Aerial tramway was under conétruction in 1955. Lead,
silver, coppef, zinc, gold.

Ella Bea & Flaim. NE %-of NE %-of Sec. 35, T35N, R13E, west

of Soldier Boy Creek. Two claims: Ella Bea and Flaim. Open cuts.

Copper.
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Queen and Buchanan. NW + of SE i of Sec. 35, T35N, R13E.

Southwest side of Cascade River. Trail. Two unpatented claims:

Queen and Buchanan. 1939, Rupert Buchanan, Rockport. 80-foot

adit. Copper, lead.
Eldorado., Sec. 15, T35N, R13E. Cascade district. Silver,
gold, lead, zinc.

Sierra Grande. Sec. 19, T35N, R14E. Extension of Hartford

claim. Cascade district. One claim. 1892, Ferguson, Grant,
Getchell & Co. Lead, silver, gold.

Hartford. Sec. 19, T35N, R1LE. Eastern extension of the
Boston claim. 1892, George Sanger. Lead, silver, gold.

Friend. Sec. 26, T35N, R13E. Cascade district. 193k,
Adolph Behrens & Sons Estate. Silver, lead, zinc, gold.

Gold Run. SW + of Sec. 25, T35N, R13E. Boston Basin.
William Soren, Sedro Woolley. Opeﬁ cut and short adit. Gold.

Ventura. SW + of Sec. 36, T35N, RL3E. Cascade district.
Silver, lead, gold.

West Seattle. Sec. 24, T35N, R13E. Boston Basin, parallel

to Boston group. Three claims: West Seattle, Mitus, Diamond.

Lead, silver, zinc.
Kildare. Sec. 25, T35N, R13E. Cascade district. Two claims:
Kildare and Harrison. A cross vein of the West Seattle. Lead,
silver, zinc.
Granite. SW i of Sec. 34, T35N, R13E. Cascade district.

Lead,. silver.
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Grand Republic. Sec. 1, T34N, R13E. Cascade district. Lead,

gilver.

Thunder Creek area.

Diablo. Approximately Sec. 23, T3TN, R13E. Thunder Creek.
Chromium. |

North Coast. Approximately Sec. 29, T36N, R14E. About %
mile uphill toward Park Creek Pass from the flat on east side of
Thunder Creek. North Coast Mining and Milling Co. Gold, silver,
copper, molybdenum.

Logan No. 2. W % of Sec. 23, T35N, RLUE, One-quarter mile

NW of Park Creek Pass. Adit several hundred feet long. Silver,
lead, zinc, copper, gold.

Protection. Approximately NE corner of Sec. 16, T35N, RLLE.
One-quarter mile or less west of Thunder Creek. Mine and cabin.
500-foot adit. 19MO, Protection Mining Co. Lead, zinc, copper.

Skagit Queen. Sec.'s 5, 6, T, 8, 17, and 18, T35N, R1LE.

One mile by trail up Skagit Queen Creek. Thirty-two claims and
four millsites patented. Three unpatented claims. 1912, Puget
Sound, Chelan, and Spokane RR Co. 1952, British Mining Co. 670-
foot crosscut adit that failed to reach ore. Silver, lead, copper,

gold, molybdenum.

Willis & Everett. Sec. 12, T35N, R13E. Silver Basin, South
Fork of Thunder Creek. Nine claims. 1909-26, Thunder Creek Mining
Co.; 1918, Thunder Creek Transportation & Smelting Co.; 1918, Puget

Sound, Chelan, & Spokane RR; 1952, British Mining Co. Three veins.
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Has produced. Silver, lead, gold.
Stenmo. At Park Creek Pass, head of Thunder Creek. Two
claims. 1934, John Stemmo, Seattle. Lead, silver, zinc.

Thunder Creek (Dorothy). Approximately in Sec. 16, T35N,

R14E, two miles west of Park Creek Pass. Branch trail from Thunder

Creek trail. Six patented claims. Dorothy No. 1 to 6 and a mill-

site. 1928-52, Thunder Creek Mining Co. A ton or so of ore said
to be on the trail a mile or so below the mine. L25-foot adit and
a T60-foot adit. Lead, silver, zinc, copper, gold.

Skagit River.

Alvard. N % of NE + of Sec. 21, T36N, RL1E, between the highway
and the railroad, about four miles above Marblemount (possibly
outside park complex - map not clear). Reportedly leased by Skagit
Talc, Inc. Several branch adits driven from a quarry face. Nickel.

McMyrl - Wilson. NE i+ of Sec. 21, T36N, RL1E, 100 feet from

highway. Nickel.
Other areas.

Nooksack. Ruth Mountain Pyrite. Sec.'s 17 and 20, T39N,

R1ICE. Mount Baker district, Nooksack drainage. Trail from Ruth
Creek road. Abandoned, 1949. Short crosscut adit on 15-foot vein.

Said to be four veins. Iron, gold.

Sulphide Creek. Head of North Fork, Sulphide Creek, east
side of Mt. Shuksan. 1916, Joe Morovitz. 1917, Mount Shuksan

Molybdenite Mine and Milling Co. Charles Bagnell and Robert Johnson,
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Concrete . Molybdenum.22

Hundreds of claims, very few of them currently active
operations, are still to be found in the Skagit drainage. In
1965, at the U. S. Senate hearings concerning the North Cascades,
Ken St. Clair, representing the Silver Queen Mining Company,
incorporated in 1962, testified. Mr. St. Clair said that the
company had 119 stockholders and held 205 claims on 4,100 acres
in the Cascade and Thunder districts. In 1968, the Sunday
Olympian contained an article on Lowell Warner, "the last prospector.”
Warner told the reporter that he, his brother, and his sons had
formed the Thunder Mountain Mines, Inc., in 1966. This outfit was
said to hold 88 unpatented claims on 1,760 acres along Thunder
Creek.

Near the head of the foad oh the North Fork of Cascadé River
today, the shiny metal sheds of thé Value (formerly Diamond?) mines
gleam through the trees. Signs warn the hiker not to enter the
property, but from a distance one may observe miners going about
their work. Obviously, the mining history of these districts has

23

not yet come to a close.

22. Marshall T. Huntling, Inventory of Washington Minerals, Part II,
Metallic Minerals, Bulletin No. 27, Division of Mines and Geology,
State of Washington (2 vols., Olympia, 1956).

23. Sunday Olympian, Nov. 3, 1968; Senate, 90th Cong., lst Sess.,
The North Cascades, Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Parks and
Recreation . . . on S1321 (Washington, 1967), p. L1L.,
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The Stehekin and Lake Chelan

From the beginning of mining in the North Cascades, miners
could and did travel between the Cascade and Thunder districts
on one hand and the Stehekin on the other through Cascade and Park
Creek Passes. Records exist also of prospectors crawling up and
over the mountains between the districts, particularly over Sawtooth
Ridge above Horseshoe Basin. Generally, though, a distinction can
be made between the routes and mines of the Skagit and those of the
Stehekin, to the south. Most of the latter miners took their equip-
ment and supplies to the Stehekin district on boats up the Columbia
River and Lake Chelan. Although from 50 to 75 miles from the mines,
the town of Chelan was very much a mining community in its infancy.

The early claims in the Stehekin area tended to concentrate on
the upper Stehekin, particularly in the vicinity of Doubtful Lake
and Horseshoe Basin, and on the North Fork of Bridge Creek. Although
a Mr. McKee is said to have prospected in this area as early as 1875,
the first real excitement did not reach the Stehekin until the late
1880s and early 18905.2u

George Rowse and John Rouse, traveling from the west over
Cascade Pass in 1886, made the first major discovery when they loca-
ted ores on the edge of Doubtful Leke. They named their principal
claim the Quien Sabe. Other discoveries spread eastward when, in

1891, Albert Pershall and M. M. Kingman located the Blue Devil and

2k, TIllustrated History of . . . Chelan Counties, p. TO2.
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Black Warrior in the dramatically beautiful Horseshoe Basin. More
than gold was involved in these claims; the ores also contained
silver and lead as well as traces of copper. Ledges of galena,
containing these minerals, stretched along the mountains from
Cascade Pass eastward twelve miles to the headwaters of Bridge
Creek. Prospectors scrambled through this area establishing their
claims.25
To unravel the record of miners and mines, the rise and
collapse of companies, and aiscoveries and developments would be
an intricate task beyond the scope of this report. Instead, note
will be made of some of the history, the claims existing in 1897,

and conditions today.

The editor of the Chelan Leader paid two visits to the mines

in Horseshoe Basin and at Doubtful Lake in 1892 and 1897. Back

in his office after the first trip; he attempted to list the claims
and their owners for his readers. He said that Bridge Creek and

its North Fork each had about 20 good claims. However, he had not
vigited those areas. He had found the trail up the Stehekin as far
as the Bridge Creek confluence to be quite good, but considerably
less developed beyond that point to Horseshoe Basin., Apparently an
athletic man, he had climbed to the upper basin and even to the foot

- of the Sawtooth Ridge that encircles the basin.

25. TIbid., pp. TO4-05; Glee Davis, Sedro Woolley, oral interview.
Other names associated with Doubtful Lake at that time: Charles
Hudson, Gilbert Landre, and Jack (Empey?).
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In the lower basin, miners were busy drilling a tunnel at the
Black Warrior - Blue Devil claims. Danald Ferguson had purchased
these from Pershall and Kingman for $30,000. To the east lay the
White Cap and Opal claims - J. F. Samson, Lloyd Pershall, and E. F.
Christie. Beyond them were the Upper Ten and Last Chance, owned
by Charles Johnson and William Gibson. The eastern end of the lLast
Chance claim reached the ridge lying between Horseshoe Basin and
Park Creek. The Blue Devil, at the western end, climbed the divide
between Horseshoe Basin and Doubtful Lake.

In the upper basin, he had found the Upperside, belonging
to William Buzzard, H. C. Thomas, and Danald Ferguson. To the east
was the Cutlus, also Ferguson's. Farther up, i.e. to the north,
were the Black Bear ledge and the Tyee, both being Ferguson's. Above
them lay Ferguson's Crescent claim. West of the Crescent was the
Buzzard—;Buzzard, Ferguson, and Thomas. The Bullion lay to the east
of the Crescent, and belonged to E. B. and D, A. Vroman. Farther
to the northeast, on a spur, stood the Idaho, owned by A. M. Pershall,
Jack Empey, and Jack Marshall. The Waupaca lay to the northwest of
the Crescent; and east of the Waupaca was the Lake View claim, both
owned by Ferguson. North of them were the Summit, owned by Ferguson
‘and Buzzard, and, to its east, the Whistler, belonging to C. H. que.
Cole also.owned the Grand Central No. 2, located north of the Whistler.
At the very top of the crescent, aloné the sawteeth, Al Pershall and
M. M. Kingman, the original discoverers of the Horseshoe Basin ores,

owned the Red Mountain, Rusty, Horseshoe, and Davenport. On a spur
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to the south of these stood the Eclipse; but the editor did not
say who owned it. East of the Davenport, J. F. Samson, Lloyd
Pershall, and Ben F. Smith owned the Washington. Still farther
to the east, reaching the Park Creek summit, William Henry and
C. H. Cole had the Sawtooth claim.

The editor also noted several claims on the north side of
the mountains, that is, in the Thunder Creek drainage: Minnesota,
Montana, iceland,'Greenland, Gray Eagle, Golden Gate, Arizona, and
Little Boy. And in the Cascade district, he recorded the Boston
- with its two tunnels (4O feet and 60 feet), and the Chicago and
the Buffalo to the west of it. East of the Boston were the Sierra
Grand and the Ontario.26

On his second trip, in 1897, the editor visited the mines of
Doubtful Lake. He hiked up the Stehekin Valley, through which the
governmeht was then constructing a road in its lower reaches. He
stopped at Lloyd Pershall's cabin, by then a miner's ceamp on the
upper Stehekin, just below Horseshoe Basin. At the crossing of
~ Horseshoe Creek, he "concluded then to try the celebrated one-pole
bridge," which he maneuvered safely. A short distance beyond he
croésed "the great rock slide and opposite the 'switchback' made
by the McGraw /road/ commissioners." Rain beat down on the editor
without mercy. ©Soon he came to a couple of cabins. In the cabin

that had a stone chimney, he found George L. Rowse, the discoverer

26. Chelan Leader, Sept. 29, 1892.
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of the Doubtful Lake area, and his nephew, George Taylor:

Mr. Rowse first came to Doubtful lake with

his partner, Jack Rouse, in 1885 . . . they
located several important claims . . . the
Quien Sabe and extensions, and the Doubtful,

a parallel ledge. The former has a ledge
unbroken 25 feet in width, but its total width,
broken by granite horses, is 150 feet.

He visited the tunnel at Quien Sabe, by crossing Doubtful
Lake on a pole raft: "Arriving at 'Marmot' island, we climbed
over the snow bridge . . . thence up an incline of 45 degrees . . .
thence, through a hole in the snow th was Augus£7, into the tunnel."27
Completing his inspection, the editor made a fast and uneventful
trip back to Lake Chelan, passing through some of the continent's
most superiative scenery without making a single thought known about
the grandeur about him. That same year, he also described the Daven-

port mine:

A big galena proposition'in Horseshoe Basin . . . 24
miles above Lake Chelan, has been bonded from Pershall
& Kingman, the discoverers, by W. S. Norman and others,
of Spokane. The Davenport has a 50-foot tunnel, and
the ore assays variously at 60 to 90 ounces silver,

$3 to $5 in gold, and 40 per cent lead. It is high

up and hugs the glaciers.28

Another issue of the paper relayed activities on the North

Fork of Bridge Creek:

But the most work is now being done by Seattle parties
on the north fork of Bridge creek. ¥ ¥ *
Wm. Keo and Joseph Lathrop are doing assessment work

27. Chelan Leader, Aug. 31, 1897.

28. Ibid., May 21, 189T7.
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on the Minnesota . . . while the Seattle people
who own the Tiger group, Silver Star, Dexter,
Michigan, and the Anna Luna claims, are doing

a large amount of development work on the Tiger
and the Silver Star. They now have a tunnel of
4O feet on the Silver Star.

The work is under the management of Nelson Roos,
an experienced miner--not one of the yachting
cap and toothpick shoes variety, but a pusher
from away back.29

Tragedy hit at Horseshoe Basin in the summer of 1899 when
giant powder caps exploded in a blacksmith shop:

Rod Cameron was badly injured and Peter White
received some ugly flesh wounds . . . The

steamer Stehekin took Dr. Pierrot to the head

of the lake Zahelan7. . » Zaémeron'§7 wounds

are not necessarily fatal, but his constitution
being badly broken down by previous ill health
makes against him . . . one of the men was
sharpening drills, while the other had opened a
box of caps to adjust one to a fuse, setting the
box, open, on the bellows. A spark from the cedar
charcoal set off the box, which contained about 100
caps. The explosion tore down the shop and blew
the men clear outside it.

Dr. Pierrot was unable to save Cameron's life. He died
August 24 and "was buried near the cabin at that place;" No
further notice of Cameron's grave has been found. The next summer,
an.explosion at the Isoletta mine on the upper Stehekin seriously
injured Robert Pershall, one of Al's relatives. A horse carried
Pershall out to Lake Chelan, where a steamer took him down to Chelan

30

and recovery.

29. TIbid., Aug. 20, 1897.

30. Tbid., Aug. 25, 1899, and July 19, 1900.
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Hodges' 1897 book and Kroll's 1899 map listed the following

claims within or on the boundaries of the park complex:

On Stehekin River, Doubtful Lake, Horseshoe Basin, Etc.

Davenport (Horseshoe Basin - Doubtful Lake)
Berlin " " n "
Crescent
Rowena
Black Bear L " 1 n
Cultus u " n "
Doubtful " " " "
Quien Sabe
Queen of Sheba th " " "
Blue Devil i n " n
Black Warrior
White Cap u " n "
Opal " ' u " "
Little Boy " " o n
Arizona
Golden Gate " i " "
Grey Eagle
Isoletta (Upper Stehekin)

Summit (Doubtful Lake = Mix-Up Peak - Magic Mtn.)
Belcher | 1 " momoom n "
Grand Prize " " mon n n T on

Marlin n " n n " " "



Howard (Doubtful Lake - Mix-Up Peak - Magic Mtn.)
Taylor
Omoompo
Dal’ldy 1 1" 1" " 1 1" 1" .
Exceisior
Mal"y n 1" " " " 1" 1
Favorite
Mascot
Falls 1" " 1" " mn " "

Rowse (and Rowse
Mill Site) 1 " " 1" " " "

Quien Sa'be NO 2 1 " 1 " " 1" 1"
Flamingo (Upper Stehekin)
Follies " "

Lake Shyall o !

North Fork, Bridge Creek

Normanda Franklin
Tiger Minneapolis
Badger Silver Star
Canyon Anna Lima
16 - 1 Michigan

Defender Detroit

At least two more developments concerning the claims at
Doubtful Lake and Horseshoe Basin must be noticed. In 1901,

with £ongue in cheek, the Chelan Leader reported that Pershall
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and Kingman were busily erecting a "rawhide tramway'" in Horseshoe
Basin:

Instead of a steel cable and buckets they will use
ropes and a sort of basket fashioned out of rawhides.
The rope will run through pulleys at either end and
the ore, laced up tightly in the rawhides, will slide
down over the glaciers, instead of being suspended in
the air . . . The descending load of ore will be used
to carry up timbers in the ascending baskets.

On a firmer basis, the Baker Bulletin, in 1908, noted that

the Cascade Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company had built a
water-poﬁered sawmill at Doubtful Lake and was piping water several
hundred feet to supply air compressors. Industrialization was fast
overtaking mining operations. Yet, here, as on the other side of
the mountains, few companies were taking out profits.3

Again quoting from the list of mines prepared by the Division
of Mines and Geology, Washington State, 1956, the following were
located in the Stehekin drainage. Added, within brackets, are

gleanings from the Chelan Leader concerning some of these mines:

Quien Sabe. Near center of Sec. 31, T35N, RL5E, on

east side of Doubtful Lake Basin. Two patented claims: Quien

Sabe and Quien Sabe No. 2. 250-foot drift. 1897, M. M. Kingman

and Albert Pershall. Said to be a 60-foot vein. Lead, silver,
gold, copper. Zﬁiscovered by Rouse and Rowse, 1885. Two cabins
at lake outlet, 1897. George Rowse said that he invested $800 in

development on the two claims, 1892-96. 1In 1901, Rowse organized

31. Chelan Leader, Aug. 29, 1901; Baker Bulletin, Oct. 5, 1908,
quoted in The Concrete Herald, June .21, 1951.
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the Doubtful Lake Mining Co. in Seattle./

FlagSfone. SW %—of Sec. 30, T35N, Rl6E, on west side of the
North Fork of Bridge Creek. Three short adits and an open cut.

E. O. Blahkenship and Guy Imas, Stehekin. Lead, silver, gold,
Z1HC |

Doubtful. Sec. 31, T35N, R15E. South of Quien Sabe and
north of Falls prospect. Two adits, 30 and 100 feet long. Lead,
silver, copper, gold. Zfocated by Rouse and Rowse;7

Blankenship. Sec. 10, T33N, R16E, at mouth of Agnes Creek.
Seven claims, 1 millsite. 1930, E. O; Blankenship. Copper.

Flamingo. Sec. 9, T34N, R15E. 1897, J. M. Scheuyeauelle,
et al. Copper, gold, silver.

Lottié‘S. Adjoining the Flamingo prospect. 1897, J. M.
Scheuyeauelle, et. al. Copper, silver.

Lake Shyall. NW % of Sec. 16, T3HN, R15E, on Trapper Lake.
1897, J.-M. Scheuyeaulle. Copper, gold, silver.

Defender. NE i of Sec. 28, T35N, R1L6E, on Grizzly Creek.
Three claims. 1897, M. A. Allmandinger, Daniel Devore, and others.
Copper, silver, lead.

Minneapolis.. Sec. 32, T35N, R16E. One claim. 1897, William
Keho and Joseph Lathrop. Gold, silver, copper.

Tiger. Sec. 4, T34N, R16E, on North Fork, Bridge Creck. Seven
claims. 1897, E. S. Ingraham, H. O{ ﬁollenbeck, Van Smith, Prof.
Piper, Géorge Young, and H. H. Carr. Several open cuts and a shallow

drift. Gold, lead, copper, silver. Zﬁeveloped by its Seattle owners,
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1897.7

Davenport. ©Sec. 29, T35N, R15E, upper Horseshoe Basin.
1907-08, Cascade Copper Co. 1949, Horseshoe Basin Mining &
Development Co. More than 500 feet of adit. One ton produced
prior to 1901. Copper, silver, lead, gold. ZT899, still being
worked by Pershall and Kingman. 1901, they worked on an extension
to claim. About 1903, Davenports No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 said to
have been owned by Horseshoe Basin Mining & Development Co., T. S.
Burgoyne, President;7 '

Galena. Sec. 29, T35N, R15E, adjacent to Quien Sabe claim.
Two claims. 1948, Kenneth and Keith Kingman, Chelan, and E. W.
Davis, Los Angeles. l9h9, Horseshoe Basin Mining & Development
Co. Open cut 7 feet long. Lead, silver, zinc, gold, copper.

Texas Jack. Sec. 29, T35N, R15E, in upper Horseshoe Basin.
One claiﬁ. 1901-08, Chelan Copper Co. Vein contained <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>