
WORLD WAR II IN THE PACIFIC 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK THEME STUDY 

INTRODUCTORY ESSAY 

The "World War II in the Pacific National Historic Landmark Theme Study" 
has been prepared for the Congress and the Secretary of the Inter ior 's 
Advisory Board in partial fulf i l lment of the requirements of P.L. 95-348, 
August 18, 1978. The purpose of the theme study is to evaluate all 
resources that relate to the theme of World War II in the Pacific and to 
recommend certain of these resources for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks. The events of the war are from 39 to 43 years away, but 
World War II is t r u l y of national significance; indeed, i t is one of the 
momentous events in human h is tory . This is recognized by Congress's 
authorizing the study and by the several wartime sites, listed below, that 
are already national historic landmarks or l isted on the National Register 
of Historic Places, 

The "World War II in the Pacific Theme Study" considered resources 
relating to the following general subthemes: 

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific 

B. The United States Home Front 

C. Alaska and the Aleutians 

D. The United States' Central Pacific Drive 

The theme study considered the millions of people, civi l ian and mi l i tary, 
both Japanese and Al l ied, who took part in the fateful years between 1941 
and 1945. Emphasis was placed on the events and the i r consequences, 
rather than on individuals. Certain leaders, whose actions were crucial 
to the success or fai l ture of endeavors, are recognized. Individuals 
recognized as heroes are generally not h ighl ighted; in combat, the 
conduct of all members of the uni t is vi tal to the outcome; also, many a 
t rue hero did not receive recognition for his deeds. Efforts were niade to 
avoid wartime j ingoism, rather to view events as objectively as possible. 
The geographical areas surveyed for this study are United States 
te r r i to ry and Trust Terr i tor ies of the Pacific Islands, which continue to 
be administered by the United States. 

THE PACIFIC WAR IN OUTLINE 

European powers and their colonies had been at war more than two years 
when Japan carried out a devastating surprise attack on Hawaii's Pearl 
Harbor naval base and army and navy airf ields on December 7, 1941. For 
the next several months, Japan continued strongly on the offensive in 
China, Thai land, Malaya, Guam, Philippine islands, Wake, Gilbert Islands, 
Burma, Bri t ish Borneo, Bismark Archipelago, Netherlands East Indies, 
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Singapore. At the same time, the 



United States developed supply lines in the eastern Pacific and rushed 
land, sea, and air reinforcements to Australia and the South Pacific. In 
Apr i l 1942, Gen. Douglas MacArthur became Supreme Commander, 
Southwest Pacific Area, with headquarters in Austral ia; and Adm. Chester 
W. Nimitz became Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area, with 
headquarters in Hawaii. Also in Ap r i l , L t . Col. James H. Doolittle led 
the f i r s t air attack of the war on Tokyo, Japan, an important incident for 
American morale. The naval battle of Coral Sea took place in May 1942, a 
tactical v ic tory for Japan but a strategic v ic tory for the 
Allies — Australia's security was now assured. The batt le also marked the 
end of the Allies' defensive posture. 

1942-1943 

On June 4 , 1942, the Battle of Midway proved to be the turn ing point in 
the Pacific War. A i rc ra f t from three American carr iers destroyed four 
crack Japanese carr iers , decisively defeating the enemy. At the same 
time, Japanese carr ier planes carried out a two-day attack on Dutch 
Harbor in the Aleutians. A Japanese task force occupied Kiska and A t tu 
in the western Aleutians three days later, the only North American 
ter r i to ry to be occupied by Japan. 

The Allied offensive in the Southwest Pacific got underway in August 1942 
when U.S. Marines landed in the Solomons, beginning the bi t ter battle for 
Guadalcanal. On New Guinea, the Allies engaged in hard f ight ing against 
strong Japanese forces, only slowly gaining an upper hand and defeating 
the Japanese in the Papua Campagin in December 1942 and January 1943. 
Also in January 1943, an international conference of the United States and 
Great Bri tain at Casablanca reached agreement to advance toward the 
Philippines through the Central and Southwest Pacific. 

In the North Pacific, U.S. Army troops made an amphibious landing on 
Attu in May 1943, recapturing the island after hard f igh t ing . Two 
months later, the Japanese secretly withdrew from Kiska in a br i l l iant 
maneuver and the Aleutians returned to American contro l . During the 
summer of 1943, Allied advances in New Guinea continued and U.S. forces 
captured New Georgia and other islands in the Solomons. In the Central 
Pacific, Admiral Nimitz gathered his forces and planned the invasions of 
the Gilbert and Marshall islands. 

Autumn 1943 brought signif icant gains for Allied forces: November 1 , 
U.S. Marines invaded Bougainville in the Northern Solomons; November 
20, U.S. forces landed on Makin and Tarawa atolls in the Gilberts; and, 
December 26, U.S. Marines landed on Cape Gloucester, Bismark 
Archipelago. At an international conference at Cairo in December 1943, 
Br i t ish and United States delgates reached agreement on Pacific objectives 
for 1944: Seizure of the Marshall Islands and New Br i ta in in January, 
Hotlandia in New Guinea in June, and the Mariana Islands and the 
liberation of Guam in October 1944. 
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1944 

The year began with continuing land f ight ing in the Solomons and New 
Guinea. The Central Pacific d r ive began at the end of January when 
U.S. Marine and Army troops stormed ashore on Roi-Namur and Kwajalein 
islands in Kwajalein Atoll and on Majuro Ato l l , ail in the Marshall Islands, 
successfully completing the entire operation in f ive days. Two weeks 
later, U.S. forces captured Enewetak Ato l l , also in the Marshalls, while 
carr ier planes from an American task force- reduced the fabled Japanese 
"Gibral tar" of T r u k Atoll in the Central Caroline Islands. While Army Air 
Force and naval carr ier planes continued their neutralization attacks on 
other Japanese islands in the Marshalls and Carolines, the Central Pacific 
amphibious forces prepared to assault Japan's inner defense l ine, the 
Mariana Islands. In the Southwest Pacific, General MacArthur's forces 
subdued western New Br i ta in and occupied the Admiralty Islands north of 
New Guinea. In A p r i l , the landings at Hollandia began. 

On June 15, U.S. Marines, followed by army troops, invaded Saipan In 
the Marianas. A few days later, carr ier aircraf t from U.S. Task Force 58 
engaged Japanese carr ier planes in the Battle of the Philippine Sea. Two 
Japanese carr iers and more than 400 of their planes were destroyed as 
were Japanese hopes to reinforce the Marianas. Saipan gained, U.S. 
Marines landed at Guam and, a few days later, on T in ian. While f ight ing 
continued in the Marianas, President Franklin D. Roosevelt arr ived in 
Hawaii and met with MacArthur and Nimitz to discuss fu ture moves in the 
Pacific war. Following the meetings, the ailing President sailed to the 
Aleutians to greet the lonely soldiers of the "Forgotten War." U.S. Army 
and Marine Corps troops completed the liberation of Guam in early 
August . American Seabees and Army Engineers constructed immense B-29 
bomber fields on Guam, T in ian, and Saipan for the long-range bombing of 
the Japanese homeland. 

American forces invaded Japan's Patau Islands, the Gateway to the 
Phil ippines, in mid-September, with army troops assaulting Angaur while 
Marines land on Peleliu, beginning one of the most f iercely fought battles 
in the Central Pacific. An army force also occupied Ul i thi A to l l , which 
was converted into a crit ical staging area for future Pacific battles. 
Although Peleliu was not secured unti l November 1944, the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff decided to proceed with the invasion of the central 
Phil ippines, advancing the target date two months. On October 20, 1944, 
the U.S. Sixth Army invaded Leyte, the f i r s t step in l iberating the 
Philt iplnes. At Saipan, 111 B-29 bombers l i f ted off on November 24 to 
attack Tokyo, the f i r s t of many such raids on Japan's Home Islands. 

1945 

Fighting wound down on Leyte as the new year began and, on January 9, 
American troops landed on Luzon. The U.S. fast carr ier Task Force 58 
carried out air attacks on Formosa, Okinawa, and Hong Kong. U.S. 
Marines began the b i t ter battle for I wo Jima, north of the Marianas, on 
February 21 , raising the American flag on Mount Suribachi two days 
later. While f ight ing continued to rage on iwo Jima, U.S. Army troops 
completed the liberation of Manila and cleared Corregidor of the enemy. 
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Easter Sunday, Apri l 1 , 1945, witnessed the U.S. Tenth Army (Marines 
and soldiers) landing on the beaches of Okinawa. Thus began the last 
battle of the Pacific War. While the battle raged on Okinawa, Japanese 
forces continued to hold out in the Philippine Islands, part icular ly in 
Luzon and in the south. The two great captains of the Pacific War, 
MacArthur and Nimitz, became, respectively, commander in chief of all 
U.S. Army forces in the Pacific and commander of all U.S. Navy forces in 
the Pacific on Apr i l 3. 

General MacArthur established his headquarters in Manila, while Admiral 
Nimitz continued to command from Guam. In the Battle of the East China 
Sea on Apr i l 7, Task Force 58's planes sank the great Japanese 
batt leship, Yamato. Japanese suicide planes sank or damaged large 
numbers of American ships off Okinawa through Apr i l and May. Finally, 
on June 22, the U.S. Tenth Army completed the capture of Okinawa. 
Casualties on both sides were extremely heavy. 

While armadas of B-29 bombers continued to raid Japanese ci t ies, the 
United States exploded the world's f i rs t nuclear device in New Mexico on 
July 16, 1945. Ten days later, the Potsdam ultimatum called for Japan's 
unconditional surrender or face utter destruct ion. B-29 bomber Enola 
Gay dropped a nuclear weapon on Hiroshima on August 6. The Soviet 
Union declared war on Japan on August 8. The next day, B-29 Bock's 
Car hi t Nagasaki with the only other nuclear weapon in the United States 
arsenal. Japan accepted the Allied surrender terms on August 14. The 
Pacific War officially ended on September 2, 1945, when Japanese officials 
signed the instrument of surrender aboard USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific 

Hickam Field, Hawaii 
Wake Island 
At tu Island 
Kiska Island 

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks because they represent Japan's amazingly swift mil i tary 
expansion the length and breadth of the Pacific Ocean in late 1941 and 
early 1942. Hickam Field was Hawaii's largest and most important army 
airf ield and, on December 7, 1941, the only f ield in Hawaii large enough 
on which to land B-17 bombers. Japanese carr ier planes succeeded in 
destroying American planes on the ground at Hickam and at other f ie lds, 
thus gaining air superior i ty to proceed with the attack on American 
warships in Pearl Harbor. 

Wake Island became a symbol of hope for Americans in the dark days 
following Pearl Harbor when its small defense force beat back Japan's 
f i rs t attempt to capture the is land, the only incident in the Pacific War 
where coastal defenses thwarted a landing force. When Japan captured 
the island in a second attempt, "Remember Wake" became a ral lying c ry 
for Americans determined to reverse the course of events in the Pacific. 
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Attu and Kiska islands at the western end of the Aleutians were the only 
North American te r r i to ry that Japan seized in World War I I . Their 
capture was Japan's only morsel of success to come out of the 
simultaneous Battle of Midway where heavy Japanese losses proved to be 
the turn ing point in the Pacific War. The successful recapture of Attu 
by American forces, f ight ing in the area of the world's worse weather, 
forced the Japanese to withdraw secretly from Kiska in a br i l l iant 
maneuver. American airf ields developed on At tu allowed for the bombing 
of the Kurile Islands in northern Japan at a time when Japan was 
otherwise beyond the range of Allied planes. 

B. The United States Home Front 

San Francisco Port of Embarkation, California 
Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base Landing Beaches, California 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Washington 
Japanese-American Internment Camp, Manzanar, California 

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks because they represent various aspects of the nation's efforts 
to deal with the war both at home and in support of the f ight ing forces 
in the Pacific. 

San Francisco Port of Embarkation was the principal port on the West 
Coast for delivering the personnel, materiel, weapons, and ammunition to 
the f ight ing fronts in the Nor th , Central , South, and Southwest Pacific. 
It overcame great adversities in vast distances and rapidly changing 
strategic situations to achieve its mission which was vital to Allied 
success. 

The Landing Beaches at Camp Pendleton are prime representatives of the 
many sites in the United States and overseas at which the U.S. Marine 
Corps developed and perfected the doctrine and t ra in ing techniques of 
amphibious warfare, the warfare that succeeded time after time, island 
after island, and landing after landing in the Pacific. 

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, dur ing World War I I , had drydocks large 
enough to accommodate the largest battleships and a i rcraf t carr iers. The 
battleships damaged in the Pearl Harbor attack were repaired here. 
During the war it repaired and returned to duty 31 battleships, 18 
car r iers , and dozens of smaller warships. Its accomplishments 
contr ibuted to the successes of American task forces. 

The Japanese-American Internment Camp at Manzanar was the f i rs t of ten 
such camps to be established in the United States in World War I I . From 
a background of racial prejudice, mistrust , and fear, American citizens 
were uprooted from their homes, denied their constitutional r igh ts , and 
herded into primit ive camps in isolated areas for most of the duration of 
the war. Manzanar is representative of the ten camps. 
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C. Alaska and the Aleutians 

Sitka Naval Base and Coastal Defenses 
Kodiak Naval Base and Coastal Defenses 
Dutch Harbor Naval Base and Coastal Defenses 
Ladd Field 

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks because they represent the bui ld-up of Alaska's defenses from 
almost nothing in 1938 to a position of increasing strength by the time of 
the Japanese attack on Dutch Harbor and occupation of the western 
Aleutians in 1942. 

Sitka's role in Alaska's defenses was important in the f i rs t months of the 
war. The naval air station was the only defensive base in all of 
Southeast Alaska in the months following Pearl Harbor. Its patrol planes 
ranged the coastal f iords and the Gulf of Alaska dur ing the uncertain 
months following Pearl Harbor. 

Kodiak, defended by coastal a r t i l le ry , grew into a strong advanced naval 
base in time for the Japanese attack on the Aleutians. When the attack 
came, Kodiak became the advanced command post for the army, army air 
force, and navy in Alaska. After these command posts moved forward in 
1943, Kodiak continued to make ai r , ship, and submarine patrols in the 
North Pacific. 

Dutch Harbor, defended by Fort Mears, was the navy's far thest west 
base in Alaska when war came. Bombed for two successive days in 1942 
when the Japanese invasion of the western Aleutians occurred, Dutch 
Harbor remained an important base throughout the war. Besides 
patrol l ing the North Pacific and Bering Sea, it served as a control point 
for Soviet ships carry ing lend-lease supplies from North America to 
Siberia. 

Ladd Field began as an Army Air Corps cold-weather experimental 
station. During the war, it became the cri t ical t ransfer site for American 
lend-lease planes from American crews to Soviet f l yers . By 1945, nearly 
8,000 mil i tary aircraf t were t ransferred to the Soviet Union at Ladd Field 
for duty on the Russian f ron t . 

D. The United States Central Pacific Drive 

Kwajalein Island 
Roi-Namur Islands 
T r u k Atoll 
Saipan Island 
Tinian Island 
Peleliu Island 
B-29 Enola Gay 
B-29 Bock's Car 

These sites and objects are recommended for designation as National 
Historic Landmarks because they represent the most important incidents in 
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the American dr ive across the Central Pacific, 1944-1945, which 
contributed to the unconditional surrender of Japan. 

Kwajalein Island was the scene of the United States' most devastating 
land, sea, and air bombardment in the Central Pacific. U.S. Army 
amphibious troops captured Kwajalein and nearby islands after four days 
of b i t ter f ight ing in February 1944, its being the f i r s t Japanese ter r i tory 
captured by the U.S. Army in combat, 

Roi-Namur Islands were captured by a U.S. Marine Corps amphibious 
force in the start l ing short time of less than two days. This was the 
Marines' f i r s t conquest of Japanese te r r i t o r y . The swift capture of 
Kwajalein Atoll allowed American forces to speed up the schedule for 
fu ture advances in the Central Pacific. 

T ruk Atoll was long considered the Japanese Gibraltar of the Pacific. In 
a two-day raid by carr ier aircraft of the U.S. Navy, Truk 's usefulness 
as a base for the Japanese navy was forever destroyed. The 
simultaneous American invasion of Enewetak Atoll in the Marshails was 
assured of success. 

Saipan marked the United States' breaking the inner line of Japanese 
defenses in the Pacific. Af ter its conquest, Saipan became a base for 
B-29 bombers for the long-range bombing of the Japanese homeland. 

T in lan, the second of the Northern Marianas islands to fall to U.S. 
forces, was the scene of the U.S. Marine Corps' perfect amphibious 
landing in the Pacific. American Seabees quickly constructed the world's 
largest wartime airf ield on Tinian for the bombing of Japan. From here, 
two nuclear weapons were flown to Japan to destroy Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, events that contr ibuted to Japan's surrender and the end of 
the worldwide war. 

Peleliu Island was the scene of the most protracted battle of the Central 
Pacific. Here, Japanese forces ski l l fu l ly arranged their defenses in 
depth, in contrast to earl ier batt les, and infl icted heavy casualties on the 
American invaders. In the end, the Americans won, br inging to a close 
the Central Pacific dr ive that Admiral Nimitz's forces had begun a year 
earl ier. 

B-29 Enola Gay carried out the grave mission of dropping the world's 
f i rs t nuclear weapon on Hiroshima, Japan, in August 1945, an event that 
led to the conclusion of World War II and forever changed the course of 
world events. 

B~29 Bock's Car dropped the United States' second, and last, nuclear 
weapon on Nagasaki, Japan, br ing ing home to the Japanese government 
the fu t i l i t y of continuing the war. Japan surrendered f ive days later. 
The wor ld , at last, was at peace. 
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PREVIOUSLY DESIGNATED SITES 

A. National Historic Landmarks 

Alaska - - Skagway Historic Distr ict and White Pass, June 13, 1962. 
Skagway was the ocean terminus of the White Pass and Yukon Route and 
Canol pipeline, both of which contr ibuted mightly to the construction of 
the Alaska Highway and a system of airf ields across northwestern Canada 
to Alaska for the movement of a i rcraf t and supplies for Alaska's and the 
Soviet Union's defenses. 

California—Mare Island Naval Shipyard, May 15, 1975. The f i r s t per­
manent U.S. naval installation on the Pacific Coast, Mare Island repaired 
warships of the Pacific Fleet throughout the war. 

Hawaii — U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, January 29, 1964. On December 
7, 1941, a surprise Japanese attack destroyed American air strength in 
Hawaii and sank or damaged the principal ships of the U.S. Fleet in the 
Pacific, beginning the Pacific war. (Batt leship USS Arizona at Pearl 
Harbor has since become a national memorial in the national park system.) 

New Mexico—Trinity Site, December 21 , 1965. Here, the world's f i r s t 
nuclear device was exploded in July 1945. 

Texas—USS "Texas", December 8, 1976. Battleship Texas served in two 
campaigns in the Pacific War, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

B. National Register of Historic Places 

Alaska: Fort Abercrombie State Historic Site, October 27, 1970. 
P-38G Ligthning Fighter A i rc ra f t , A t t u , June 26, 1979. 
D-24D Liberator Bomber A i rc ra f t , A tka, July 26, 1979. 

California: Fort Mason, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 
Apr i l 25, 1972. 

Manzanar War Relocation Center, July 30, 1976. 

Guam: Agat Invasion Beach, March 4, 1975. 
Hill 40, March 4, 1975. 
Orote Field, June 18, 1975. 
Asan Ridge Battle Area, July 18, 1975. 
Asan Memorial Beach Park, August 7, 1975. 
Matgue River Valley Battle Area, Apr i l 3, 1975. 
Piti Coastal Defense Guns, December 22, 1976. 
Dungcas Beach Defense Guns, December 22, 1976. 
Matagua Hill Command Post, June 10, 1975. 
Asan Invasion Beach, February 14, 1979. 
Mount Tenjo Forti f ications, March 13, 1979. 
Japanese Light Tank, Model 95, December 19, 1979. 
Yokoi's Cave, January 16, 1980. 
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Hawaii: Palm Circle Historic Distr ic t , Fort Shatter, determined el igible, 
1981. 

Kwajalein Atol l : Kwajalein Island Batt lef ield, determined el igible, 
August 1980. 

Roi-Namur Batt lef ield, determined eligible, 
August 1980. 

Majuro Ato l l : Marshall Islands War Memorial Park, September 30, 1976. 

Ponape: Japanese Ar t i l l e ry Road and Pohndolap Area, September 30, 
1976. 

Saipan: Banzai Cl i f f , August 27, 1976. 
Suicide Cl i f f , September 30, 1976. 
Isley Field, determined eligible, July 1980. 

T in ian: North Field Historic Distr ic t , determined el igible, August 23, 
1982. 

Truk Ato l l : Japanese Army Headquarters, Dublon, September 30, 1976. 
Tonotan Guns and Caves, Moen, September 30, 1976. 
T ruk Lagoon Underwater Fleet, September 30, 1976. 

OTHER SITES STUDIED 

Wheeler Field, Oahu, Hawaii. Principal Army Air Force f ighter base in 
Hawaii. Heavily attacked by Japanese aircraf t on December 7, 1941. 
Many aircraft destroyed on the ground and personnel casualties 
contributed to Japanese air supremacy for the attack on the fleet in Pear! 
Harbor. 

Kaneohe Naval Air Station, Oahu, Hawaii. Base for naval patrol planes, 
nearly all of which were destroyed, along with hangars, by Japanese 
planes on December 7, 1941, giving Japanese aircraft a free hand for 
their attack on the fleet in Pearl Harbor. 

Midway Island. Failed objective of the Japanese fleet in 1942 when the 
U.S. Navy decisively defeated the Japanese at the Battle of Midway, the 
turn ing point of the Pacific war. Midway was heavily bombed and strafed 
dur ing the batt le. 

Japanese Balloon-Bomb Site, Bly, Oregon. The site of the only North 
American casualties result ing from Japan's 1944-1945 balloon-bomb 
operation against the continent. Of the nearly 10,000 balloons launched, 
only this one caused casualties, ki l l ing a woman and f ive ch i ldren. The 
site is called the Mitchell Recreation Area. 

Whittier Cutoff, The Alaska Railroad. Constructed and operated by the 
U.S. Army to provide an alternative shorter railroad route from tidewater 
to the inter ior mil i tary posts than that of the por t of Seward. 
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Atka. The most westerly of the Aleutian Islands from which the Army 
and the Navy removed the Aleut inhabitants and placed them in a foreign 
environment in Southeast Alaska for the duration of the war. 

Marks Field, Nome. Refueling and repair f ield for Soviet fe r ry pilots 
f ly ing nearly 8,000 lend-lease planes from Ladd Field near Fairbanks to 
Siberia. Also used for the transport of diplomats and missions between 
the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Palm Circle, Fort Shatter, Hawaii. Headquarters (Pineapple Pentagon) 
and residence of the Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces in the 
Central Pacific Area. L t , Gen. Robert C. Richardson, J r . , occupied the 
position from 1942 to 1945. Fort Shatter is believed to be the site of an 
army review for President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1944. 

CINCPAC Headquarters, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Headquarters for Adm. 
Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, from 1942 to 1944 when 
he moved to Guam. 

Enewetak Atol l , Marshall Islands. Captured by U.S. forces in February 
1944, Enewetak became an important airf ield for the neutralization bombing 
of Japanese installations on Wake, Ponape, and T r u k . 

Air f ie ld 2, Ponape, Caroline islands. Admiral Nlmitz's Central Pacific 
forces bypassed Ponape, but American air power continued to keep the 
island neutralized for the remainder of the war. Considerable evidence of 
this bombing is found at Japanese Air f ie ld 2. 

A i r f ie ld , Yap, Caroline Islands. Like Ponape, Yap was a bypassed 
island. Considerable evidence of the Japanese airfield remains: 
revetments, bomb craters, ant ia ircraf t guns, and f ive wrecked Zero 
f ighter planes. 

Uli thi Atoll Lagoon. Captured without opposition by U.S. Army forces, 
Ulithi became an important fleet anchorage for the U.S. Navy, 
part icular ly for the invasion of Okinawa in 1945. 

French Frigate Shoals, Hawaii. Refueling site for two Japanese aircraft 
that made a nuisance raid on Oahu in 1942; later, a modest American 
defense base. 

Ewa Marine Corps Air Station, Oahu. Attacked by Japanese planes on 
December 7, 1941, l i t t le remains of the station from that date. It is now 
part of a larger naval air stat ion. 

Opana Radar Site, Oahu. Location of a mobile radar where two American 
soldiers picked up the incoming Japanese planes on December 7, 1941. 
Although the soldiers reported their observations, no action was taken at 
military headquarters. 

Johnston Island. Shelled several times by Japanese ships and 
submarines in December 1941, t iny Johnston Island was later great ly 
enlarged by dredging and became a fe r ry ing and refueling stop for 
a i rcraf t f ly ing to the South and Southwest Pacific. 
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Fort Stevens, Oregon. A Japanese submarine shelled the for t at the 
mouth of the Columbia River in June 1942. All shells missed their mark. 

Japanese-American Internment Camps: Tule Lake, California; IV)inidQka/ 

Idaho; Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Topaz, Utah; Grenada, Colorado; Poston 
and Rivers, Arizona; and Rohwer and Jerome, Arkansas. While site 
integr i ty varies from camp to camp, l i t t le evidence of the wartime 
internments remains. 

Fort Glenn, Umnak, Alaska. Its airf ield was buil t in secrecy before the 
1942 Japanese attack on nearby Dutch Harbor. Umnak's f ighters engaged 
some of the Japanese planes, shooting down three or four of them with a 
loss of two of their own. 

Amchitka, Alaska. This a i r f ie ld , close to Japanese-held Kiska, became 
operational in February 1943. From then unti l the Japanese withdrew in 
July, Amchitka's planes bombed the enemy-held Aleutians. 

Shemya, Alaska. Occupied by United States forces short ly after they 
recaptured A t t u , Shemya became an air base, sharing with A t tu air raids 
on Japan's Kuri le Islands. Although a 10,000-foot runway for B-29 
bombers was constructed on Shemya, it was abandoned for the superior 
f l y ing conditions found in the Marianas when they were captured in 1944. 

Harbor Defenses, Seward, Alaska. By the time the U.S. Army 
completed construction of coastal batteries and harbor defenses at 
Alaska's principal port and railroad terminus, the danger of Japanese 
attack had greatly eased. 

Majuro Ato l l , Marshall Islands. Although Majuro was the f i rs t Japanese 
te r r i t o ry to be captured in World War I I , the fact that the Japanese had 
abandoned it a year earlier diminished the significance of the event. 

Rota, Mariana Islands. Rota was a bypassed island in the Central 
Pacific Campaign. Some evidence of the Japanese period remains: sugar 
mill ru ins , a coastal g u n , and a hospital cave. 

Angaur, Palau. Near Peleliu, Angaur was invaded by U.S. Army troops 
at the same time. Following the relatively easy capture of this is land, 
the army force moved to Peleliu to complete the capture of that bloody 
island. 

Northwest Field, Guam. One of two B-29 bomber fields constructed on 
Guam for the long-range bombing of the Japanese homeland. The field 
became operational in early 1945. 
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NPS Form in;900 
i3-82) NHL - WWII PACIFIC 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS U M only 

received 

date entered 

1. Name 
historic Hickam Field 

and or common H i c k a m A i r F o r c e B a s e 

2. Location 
street & number not for publication 

city, town _X_ vicinity of Honolulu 

state Hawaii code 15 county Honolulu code 003 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
X district X public 

building(s) private 
structure both 
site Public Acquisition 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 

_X_ military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name U.S. Department of the Air Force 

street & number 

city, town Washington vicinity of state D.C. 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. u - s - Department of the A i r Force 

street & number 

city, town Washington state D.C. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined eligible? yes A no 

date federal state county — local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Chech one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site 

good ruins -X_ altered — moved date 
fair - . unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The A r m y A i r Corps establ ished Hickam Field southeast of Pearl Harbor Naval 
Base on Oahu , Hawai i , in 1935. The p r i nc ipa l a rmy f ie ld in Hawai i , Hickam was 
the on ly one large enough to handle the B-17 bomber . T h r e e runways formed a 
t r i a n g l e . Today , these runways are e i t he r tax iways o r a i r c r a f t pa r k i ng areas, 
o ther r unways in o the r locations now s e r v i n g the base. On the no r thwes t side 
of t he fo rmer no r theas t - sou thwes t r u n w a y are the p r inc ipa l fea tures and 
s t r u c t u r e s tha t were a t tacked b y Japanese a i r c r a f t on December 7, 1941. 
Ad jacent to the runway and paral le l to i t is the f l i g h t l i ne , on which a i r c r a f t 
were pa rked at the t ime of the a t t ack . 

Nor thwes t of the f l i g h t l i ne , f rom southwest to no r theas t are the fo l lowing 
s t r u c t u r e s : hangar 35, a h u g e , double hangar hav ing t w i n , rounded roo f s ; a 
row of s tee l - f rame hangars a r r anged in pa i r s—hanga rs 15 and 17, 11 and 13, 7 
and 9 , and 3 and 5; no r theas t of hangar 5 is the a i r operat ions b u i l d i n g ; and 
beyond i t is one more pa i r of h a n g a r s , 2 and 4. Al l t he hangars , i nc lud ing 
those damaged in the Japanese a t t a c k , are essent ia l ly as o r i g i na l l y c o n s t r u c t e d . 
Some of them reta in evidence of the at tack such as bu l l e t - sp l a t t e r s in concrete 
columns a n d , in one ins tance , a bu l l e t hole clear t h r o u g h a steel co lumn. The 
h a n g a r s , l i ke o ther ea r l y s t r u c t u r e s at H ickam, have elements o f t he a r t - d e c o 
s ty le of a r c h i t e c t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e i r c o r n e r s . 

Nor thwest of hangars 7 and 3 is the h u g e , r e i n f o r c e d - c o n c r e t e , t h r e e - s t o r y 
fo rmer a i rmen's b a r r a c k s , now t he headqua r te rs of the Paci f ic A i r Force as well 
as a personnel cen te r . In 1941 the ba r racks was home fo r 3,000 en l is ted men 
and was cal led Hale Makai . Japanese planes bombed and s t ra fed the b u i l d i n g , 
se t t i ng i t on f i r e . The bomb and f i r e damage has long s ince been r e p a i r e d , 
b u t a la rge number of spa t te r holes remain on the e x t e r i o r walls where bu l le ts 
h i t t he conc re te . Cer ta in modi f icat ions have been made to the s t r u c t u r e ' s 
ex terna l appearance. The most notable of these Is a b r o a d , t w o - s t o r y co r r i do r 
j o i n ing two wings at the no r theas t end of the b u i l d i n g , wh ich creates an 
impos ing , b u t compat ib le , en t rance to the Pacif ic A i r Force o f f i ces . 

In the square on wh ich t he a i r opera t ions b u i l d i n g is located, no r theas t of 
hangars 3 and 5, the A i r Force d isp lays a small co l lec t ion of a i r c r a f t . These 
planes do not p a r t i c u l a r l y re late to Wor ld War II and are no t inc luded in the 
recommendat ion. 

The recommended h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t inc ludes the f l i g h t t ine, h a n g a r s , a i r 
opera t ions b u i l d i n g , and the former b a r r a c k s . The d i s t r i c t and s t r u c t u r e s 
b o r d e r i n g on i t , together w i th the t rop ica l l andscap ing , make Hickam an area of 
d i s t i n c t v i sua l cha rm . Here , one cap tu res the fee l ing of the p re -Wor ld War I I 
m i l i t a r y env i ronment in Hawai i , as well as coming Into con tac t w i th the phys ica l 
damage of the s u r p r i s e a t t a c k . 


