WORLD WAR Il IN THE PACIFIC
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK THEME STUDY

INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

The "Wortd War |} in the Pacific National Historic Landmark Theme Study"
has been prepared for the Congress and the Secretary of the Interior's
Advisory Board in partial fulfillment of the requirements of P.L. 95-348,
August 18, 1978. The purpose of the theme study is to evaluate all
resources that relate to the theme of World War Il in the Pacific and to
recommend certain of these resources for designation as National Historic
Landmarks. The events of the war are from 39 to 43 years away, but
Worid War 1] is truly of national significance; indeed, it is one of the
momentous events in human history, This is recognized by Congress's
authorizing the study and by the several wartime sites, listed below, that
are already national historic landmarks or listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

The "World War 1l in the Pacific Theme Study" considered resources
relating to the following general subthemes:

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific

B. The United States Home Front

C. Alaska and the. Aleutians

D. The United States' Central Pacific Drive

The theme study considered the millions of peopie, civilian and military,
both Japanese and Allied, who took part in the fateful years between 1941
and 1945, Emphasis was placed on the events and their consequences,
rather than on individuals. Certain leaders, whose actions were crucial
to the success or failture of endeavors, are recognized. Individuals
recognized as heroes are generally not highlighted; in combat, the
conduct of all members of the unit is vital to the ocutcome; also, many a
true hero did not receive recognition for his deeds. Efforts were made to
avoid wartime jingoism, rather to view events as objectively as possible.
The geographical areas surveyed for this study are United States
territory and Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands, which continue to
be administered by the United States.

THE PACIFIC WAR IN QOUTLINE

European powers and their colonies had been at war more than two years
when Japan carried out a devastating surprise attack on Hawaii's Pearl
Harbor naval base and army and navy airfields on December 7, 1941. For
the next several months, Japan continued strongly on the offensive in
China, Thailand, Malaya, Guam, Philippine Islands, Wake, Gilbert Islands,
Burma, British Borneo, Bismark Archipelago, Netherlands East indies,
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Singapore. At the same time, the



United States developed supply lines in the eastern Pacific and rushed
land, sea, and air reinforcements to Australia and the South Pacific. In
April 1942, Gen. Dougilas MacArthur became Supreme Commander,
Southwest Pacific Area, with headguarters in Australia; and Adm. Chester
W. Nimitz became Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area, with
headquarters in Hawaii. Also in April, Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle led
the first air attack of the war on Tokyo, Japan, an important incident for
American morale. The naval battle of Coral Sea took place in May 1942, a
tactical wvictory for Japan but a strategic victory for the
Allies--Australia's security was now assured. The battle also marked the
end of the Allies' defensive posture.

1842-1943

On June 4, 1942, the Battle of Midway proved to be the turning point in
the Pacific War. Aircraft from three American carriers destroyed four
crack Japanese carriers, decisively defeating the enemy. At the same
time, Japanese carrier planes carried out a two-day attack on Dutch
Harbor in the Aleutians. A Japanese task force occupied Kiska and Attu
in the western Aleutians three days later, the only North American
territory to be cccupied by Japan.

The Allied offensive in the Southwest Pacific got underway in August 1942
when U.S, Marines landed in the Solomons, beginning the bitter battle for
Guadalcanal. On New Guinea, the Allies engaged in hard fighting against
strong Japanese forces, only slowly gaining an upper hand and defeating
the Japanese in the Papua Campagin in December 1942 and January 1943.
Also in January 1943, an international conference of the United States and
Great Britain at Casablanca reached agreement to advance toward the
Philippines through the Central and Southwest Pacific.

In the North Pacific, U.S5. Army troops made an amphibious ilanding on
Attu in May 1943, recapturing the island after hard fighting. Two
months later, the Japanese secretly withdrew from Kiska in a brilliant

maneuver and the Aleutians returned to American control. During the
summer of 1943, Allied advances in New Guinea continued and U.S$. forces
captured New Georgia and other isiands in the Solomons. in the Central

Pacific, Admiral Nimitz gathered his forces and planned the invasions of
the Gilbert and Marshall islands.

Autumn 1943 brought significant gains for Allied forces: November 1,
U.5. Marines invaded Bougainville in the Northern Solomons; Nowvember
20, U.S, forces landed on Makin and Tarawa atolls in the Gilberts; and,
December 26, U.S. Marines landed on Cape Gloucester, Bismark
Archipetage. At an international conference at Cairo in December 1943,
British and United States delgates reached agreement on Pacific objectives
for 1944: Seizure of the Marshall Islands and New Britain in January,
Hoilandia in New Guinea in June, and the Maritana Islands and the
liberation of Guam in October 1944,



1944

The year began with continuing land fighting in the Sclomons and New
Guinea. The Central Pacific drive began at the end of January when
U.S. Marine and Army troops stormed ashore on Roi~-Namur and Kwajalein
islands in Kwajalein Atoll and on Majuro Atoll, all in the Marshall Islands,
successfully completing the entire operation in five days. Two weeks
later, U.S. forces captured Enewetak Atoll, aiso in the Marshalls, while
carrier planes from an American task force reduced the fabled Japanese
“"Gibraltar" of Truk Atoll in the Central Caroline Islands. While Army Air
Force and naval carrier planes continued their neutralization attacks on
other Japanese islands in the Marshalls and Carolines, the Central Pacific
amphibious forces prepared to assault Japan's inner defense line, the
Mariana Islands. In the Southwest Pacific, General MacArthur's forces
subdued western New Britain and occupied the Admiraity Istands north of
New Guinea. In April, the landings at Hollandia began.

On June 15, U.S. Marines, followed by army troops, invaded Saipan in
the Marianas. A few days later, carrier aircraft from U.S. Task Force 58
engaged Japanese carrier planes in the Battle of the Philippine Sea. Two
Japanese carriers and more than 400 of their planes were destroyed as
were Japanese hopes to reinforce the Marianas. Saipan gained, U.S.
Marines landed at Guam and, a few days later, on Tinian. While fighting
continued in the Marianas, President Frankfin D. Roosevelt arrived in
Hawaii and met with MacArthur and Nimitz to discuss future moves in the
Pacific war. Following the meetings, the ailing President sailed to the
Aleutians to greet the lonely soldiers of the "Forgotten War." U.S. Army
and Marine Corps troops completed the liberation of Guam in early
August. American Seabees and Army Engineers constructed immense B-29
bomber fields on Guam, Tinian, and Saipan for the long-range bombing of
the Japanese homeland.

- American forces invaded Japan's Palau Islands, the Gateway to the
Philippines, in mid-September, with army troops assaulting Angaur while
Marines land on Peleliu, beginning one of the most fiercely fought batties
in the Central Pacific. An army force also occupied Ulithi Atoll, which
was converted into a critical staging area for future Pacific battles.
Although Peleliu was not secured until November 1944, the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff decided to proceed with the invasion of the central
Philippines, advancing the target date two months. On October 20, 1944,
the U.S. Sixth Army invaded Leyte, the first step in liberating the
Phillipines. At Saipan, 111 B-29 bombers lifted off on November 24 to
attack Tokyo, the first of many such raids on Japan's Home Islands.

1945

Fighting wound down on Leyte as the new year began and, on January 9,
American troops landed on Luzon. The U.5. fast carrier Task Force 58
carried out air attacks on Formosa, Okinawa, and Hong Kong. U.S.
Marines began the bitter battle for iweo Jima, north of the Marianas, on
February 21, raising the American flag on Mount Suribachi two days
later. While fighting continued to rage on two Jima, U.S. Army trcoops
completed the liberation of Manila and cleared Corregidor of the enemy.



Easter Sunday, April 1, 1945, witnessed the U.S. Tenth Army (Marines
and soldiers) landing on the beaches of Okinawa. Thus began the last
battle of the Pacific War. While the battle raged on Okinawa, Japanese
forces continued to hoid out in the Philippine islands, particularly in
Luzon and in the south. The two great captains of the Pacific War,
MacArthur and Nimitz, became, respectively, commander in chief of alil
U.S. Army forces in the Pacific and commander of all U.5. Navy forces in
the Pacific on April 3.

General MacArthur established his headquarters in Manita, whiie Admiral
Nimitz continued to command from Guam. In the Battle of the East China
Sea on April 7, Task Force 58's planes sank the great Japanese
battleship, Yamato. Japanese suicide planes sank or damaged large
numbers of American ships off Okinawa through April and May. Finally,
on June 22, the U.S5. Tenth Army completed the capture of Okinawa.
Casualties on both sides were extremely heavy.

While armadas of B-29 bombers continued to raid Japanese cities, the
United States exploded the world's first nuclear device in New Mexico on
July 16, 1945. Ten days later, the Potsdam ultimatum called for Japan's
unconditional - surrender or face utter destruction. B-29 bomber Encla
Gay dropped a nuclear weapon on Hiroshima on August 6. The Soviet
Union declared war on Japan on August 8. The next day, B-29 Bock's
Car hit Nagasaki with the only other nuclear weapon in the United States
arsenal. Japan accepted the Allied surrender terms on August 14. The
Pacific War officially ended on September 2, 1945, when Japanese officials
signed the instrument of surrender aboard USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific

Hickam Field, Hawaii
Wake Island
Attu Island
Kiska lIsland

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic
Landmarks because they represent Japan's amazingly swift military
expansion the length and breadth of the Pacific Ocean in fate 1941 and
early 1942. Hickam Field was Hawaii's largest and most important army
airfield and, on December 7, 1941, the only field in Hawaii large enough
on which to land B-17 bombers. Japanese carrier planes succeeded in
destroying American planes on the ground at Hickam and at other fields,
thus gaining air superiority to proceed with the attack on American
warships in Pear| Harbor.

Wake Island became a symbol of hope for Americans in the dark days
following Pearl Harbor when its small defense force beat back Japan's
first attempt to capture the island, the only incident in the Pacific War
where coastal defenses thwarted a landing force. When Japan captured
the island in a second attempt, "Remember Wake" became a rallying cry
for Americans determined to reverse the course of events in the Pacific.

4



Attu and Kiska islands at the western end of the Aleutians were the only
North American territory that Japan seized in World wWar I, Their
capture was Japan's only morsel of success ta come out of the
. simultaneous Battle of Midway where heavy Japanese losses proved to be
the turning point in the Pacific War. The successful recapture of Attu
by American forces, fighting in the area of the worid's worse weather,
forced the Japanese to withdraw secretly from 'Kiska in a brilliant
maneuver. American airfields developed on Attu allowed for the bombing
of the Kurile Istands in northern Japan at a time when Japan was
otherwise beyond the range of Allied planes.

B. The United States Home Front

San Francisco Port of Embarkation, California

Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base Landing Beaches, California
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Washington

Japanese-American Internment Camp, Manzanar, California

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic
Landmarks because they represent various aspects of the nation's efforts
to deal with the war both at home and in support of the fighting forces
in the Pacific.

San Francisco Port of Embarkation was the principal port on the West
Coast for delivering the personnel, materiel, weapons, and ammunition to
the fighting fronts in the North, Central, South, and Southwest Pacific. .
it overcame great adversities in vast distances and rapidly changing
strategic situations to achieve its mission which was vital to Allied
success.

The Landing Beaches at Camp Pendleton are prime representatives of the
many sites in the United States and overseas at which the U.5. Marine
Corps developed and perfected the doctrine and training techniques of
amphibious warfare, the warfare that succeeded time after time, island
after island, and landing after landing in the Pacific.

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, during worid War |i, had drydocks large
enough to accommodate the largest battleships and aircraft carriers. The
battleships damaged in the Pear! Harbor attack were repaired here.
During the war it repaired and returned to duty 31 battleships, 18
carriers, and dozens of smaller warships. its accomplishments
contributed to the successes of American task forces.

The Japanese-American Internment Camp at Manzanar was the first of ten
such camps to be established in the United States in World War {l. From
a background of racial prejudice, mistrust, and fear, American citizens
were uprocted from their homes, denied their constitutional rights, and
herded into primitive camps in isolated areas for most of the duration of
the war. Manzanar is representative of the ten camps.



C. Alaéka and the Aleutians

Sitka Naval Base and Coastal Defenses

Kodiak Naval Base and Coastal Defenses

Dutch Harbor Naval Base and Coastal Defenses
Ladd Field

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic
Landmarks because they represent the build-up of Alaska's defenses from
almost nothing in 1938 to a position of increasing strength by the time of
the Japanese attack on Dutch Harbor and occupation of the western
Aleutians in 1942.

Sitka's role in Alaska's defenses was important in the first months of the
war. The naval air station was the only defensive base in all of
Southeast Alaska in the months following Pear! Harbor. Its patrol planes
ranged the coastal fiords and the Guif of Alaska during the uncertain
months following Pearl Harbor.

Kodiak, defended by coastal artillery, grew into a strong advanced naval
base in time for the Japanese attack on the Aleutians. When the attack
came, Kodiak became the advanced command post for the army, army air
force, and navy in Alaska. After these command posts moved forward in
1943, Kodiak continued to make air, ship, and submarine patrols in the
North Pacific.

Dutch Harbor, defended by Fort Mears, was the navy's farthest west
base in Alaska when war came. Bombed for two successive days in 1942
when the Japanese invasion of the western Aleutians occurred, Dutch
Harbor remained an important base throughout the war. Besides
patrolling the North Pacific and Bering Sea, it served as a control point
for Soviet ships carrying lend-lease supplies from North America to
Siberia.

Ladd Field began as an Army Air Corps cold-weather experimental
station. During the war, it became the critical transfer site for American
lend-lease planes from American crews to Soviet flyers. By 1945, nearly
8,000 military aircraft were transferred to the Soviet Union at Ladd Field
for duty on the Russian front.

D. The United States Central Pacific Drive

Kwajalein Island
Roi-Namur Islands
Truk Atoll

Saipan Island
Tinian Island
Peleliu 1sland

B-29 Enola Gay 2
B-29 Bock's Car

These sites and objects are recommended for designation as National
Historic Landmarks because they represent the most important incidents in
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the American drive across the Central Pacific, 1944-1945, which
contributed to the unconditional surrender of Japan.

Kwajalein Island was the sceme of the United States' most devastating
tand, sea, and air bombardment in the Central Pacific. U.S. Army
amphibious troops captured Kwajalein and nearby islands after four days
of bitter fighting in February 1944, its being the first Japanese territory
captured by the U.S. Army in combat,

Roi-Namur Islands were captured by a U.S. Marine Corps amphibious
force in the startling short time of less than two days. This was the
Marines' first conquest of Japanese territory. The swift capture of
Kwajalein Atoll allowed American forces to speed up the schedule for
future advances in the Central Pacific.

Truk Atell was long considered the Japanese Gibraitar of the Pacific. In
a two-day raid by carrier aircraft of the U.S. Navy, Truk's usefulness
as a base for the Japanese navy was forever destroyed. The
simultaneous American invasion of Enewetak Atoll in the Marshalls was
assured of success.

Saipan marked the United States' breaking the inner line of Japanese
defenses in the Pacific. After its conquest, Saipan became a base for
B-29 bombers for the long-range bombing of the Japanese homeland.

Tinian, the second of the Northern Marianas istands to fall to U.S.
forces, was the scene of the U.S5. Marine Corps' perfect amphibious
landing in the Pacific. American Seabees quickly constructed the world's
largest wartime airfield on Tinian for the bombing of Japan. From here,
two nuclear weapons were flown to Japan to destroy Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, events that contributed to Japan's surrender and the end of
the worldwide war.

Peleliu Island was the scene of the most protracted battie of the Central

Pacific. Here, Japanese forces skillfully arranged their defenses in
depth, in contrast to earlier battles, and inflicted heavy casualties on the
American invaders. In the end, the Americans won, bringing to a close

the Central Pacific drive that Admiral Nimitz's forces had begun a year
earlier.

B-29 Enola Gay carried out the grave mission of dropping the world's
first nuclear weapon on Hiroshima, Japan, in August 1845, an event that
ted to the conclusion of World War |l and forever changed the course of
world events.

B-29 Bock's Car dropped the United States' second, and last, nuclear
weapon on Nagasaki, Japan, bringing home to the Japanese government
the futility of continuing the war. Japan surrendered five days later.
The worid, at last, was at peace.




PREVIOUSLY DESIGNATED SITES

A. Nationa! Historic Landmarks

Alaska -- Skagway Historic District and White Pass, June 13, 1962.
Skagway was the ocean terminus of the White Pass and Yukon Route and
Canol pipeline, both of which contributed mightly to the construction of
the Alaska Highway and a system of airfields across northwestern Canada
to Alaska for the movement of aircraft and supplies for Alaska's and the
Soviet Union's defenses.

California--Mare Island Naval Shipyard, May 15, 1975. The first per-
manent U.S. naval installation on the Pacific Coast, Mare Island repaired
warships of the Pacific Fleet throughout the war.

Hawaii--U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, January 29, 1964. On December
7, 1941, a surprise Japanese attack destroyed American air strength in
Hawaii and sank or damaged the principal ships of the U.S. Fleet in the
Pacific, beginning the Pacific war. (Battleship USS Arizona at Pearl
Harbor has since become a national memorial in the national park system.)

New Mexico--Trinity Site, December 21, 1965. Here, the world's first
nuclear device was exploded in July 1945.

Texas--USS "Texas", December 8, 1976. Battleship Texas served in two
campaigns in the P}acific war, lwo Jima and Okinawa.

B. National Register of Historic Places

Alaska: Fort Abercrombie State Historic Site, October 27, 1970.
P-38G Ligthning Fighter Aircraft, Attu, June 26, 1979.
D-24D Liberator Bomber Aircraft, Atka, July 26, 1979.

California: Fort Mason, Golden Gate National Recreation Area,
April 25, 1972.
Manzanar War Relocation Center, July 30, 1976.

Guam: Agat Invasion Beach, March 4, 1975.
Hill 40, March 4, 1975.
Orote Field, June 18, 1975.
Asan Ridge Battle Area, July 18, 1975.
Asan Memorial Beach Park, August 7, 1975.
Matgue River Valley Battle Area, April 3, 1975.
Piti Coastal Defense Guns, December 22, 1976.
Dungcas Beach Defense Guns, December 22, 1976.
Matagua Hill Command Post, June 10, 1975.
Asan Invasion Beach, February 14, 1979.
Mount Tenjo Fortifications, March 13, 1979.
Japanese Light Tank, Model 95, December 19, 1979.
Yokoi's Cave, January 16, 1980.



Hawaii: Palm Circle Historic District, Fort Shafter, determined eligible,
1981.

Kwajalein Atoll: Kwajalein Island Battlefield, determined eligible,
August 1980.
Roi-Namur Battiefield, determined eligibte,
August 1980, %

Majuro Atoll: Marshall Islands War Memorial Park, September 30, 1976.

Ponape: Japanese Artillery Road and Pohndolap Area, September 30,
1976.

Saipan: Banzai CIliff, August 27, 1976.
Suicide CIliff, September 30, 1976.
Isley Field, determined eligible, July 1980.

Tinian: North Field Historic District, determined eligible, August 23,
1982.

Truk Atoll: Japanese Army Headquarters, Dublon, September 30, 1976.

Tonotan Guns and Caves, Moen, September 30, 1976.
Truk Lagoon Underwater Fieet, September 30, 1976.

OTHER SITES STUDIED

Wheeler Field, Oahu, Hawail. Principal Army Air Force fighter base in
Hawati. Heavily attacked by Japanese aircraft on December 7, 1941.
Many aircraft destroyed on the ground and personnel casualties
contributed to Japanese air supremacy for the attack on the fleet in Pearl
Harbor,

Kaneohe Nawval Air Station, Oahu, Hawaii. Base for naval patrol planes,
nearly all of which were destroyed, along with hangars, by Japanese
planes on December 7, 1941, giving Japanese aircraft a free hand for
their attack on the fleet in Pearl Harbor.

Midway tsland, Failed objective of the Japanese fleet in 1942 when the
U.S5. Navy decisively defeated the Japanese at the Battle of Midway, the
turning point of the Pacific war. Midway was heavily bombed and strafed
during the bhattle.

Japanese Balloon-Bomb Site, Bly, Oregon. The site of the only North
American casualties resulting from Japan's 1944-1945 bailoon-bomb
operation -against the continent. Of the nearly 10,000 balloons launched,
only this one caused casualties, killing a woman and five children. The
site is called the Mitchell Recreation Area.

Whittier Cutoff, The Alaska Railroad. Constructed and operated by the
U.S5. Army to provide an alternative shorter railroad route from tidewater
to the interior military posts than that of the port of Seward.




Atka. 'The most westerly of the Aleutian Islands from which the Army
and the Navy removed the Aleut inhabitants and placed them in a foreign
environment in Southeast Alaska for the duration of the war.

Marks Field, Nome. Refueling and repair field for Soviet ferry pilots
flying nearly 8,000 lend-lease planes from Ladd Field near Fairbanks to
Siberia. Also used for the transport of diplomats and missions between
the United States and the Soviet Union.

Palm Circie, Fort Shafter, Hawaii. Headquarters (Pineapple Pentagon)
and residence of the Commanding General, U.5. Army Forces in the
Central Pacific Area. Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richardson, Jr., occupied the
position from 1942 to 1945. Fort Shafter is believed to be the site of an
army review for President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1944.

CINCPAC Headquarters, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Headquarters for Adm.
Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, from 1942 to 1344 when
he moved to Guam.

Enewetak Atoll, Marshall Islands. Captured by U.S. forces in February
1944, Enewetak became an important airfield for the neutralization bombing
of Japanese installations on Wake, Ponape, and Truk.

Airfield 2, Ponape, Caroline islands. Admiral Nimitz's Central Pacific
forces bypassed Ponape, but American air power continued to keep the
island neutralized for the remainder of the war. Considerable evidence of
this bombing is found at Japanese Airfield 2.

Airfield, Yap, Caroline Islands. Like Ponape, Yap was a bypassed
island. Considerable evidence of the Japanese airfield remains:
revetments, bomb craters, antiaircraft guns, and five wrecked Zero
fighter planes.

Ulithi Atoll Lagoon. Captured without opposition by U.5. Army forces,
Ulithi became an important fleet anchorage for the U.S5. Navy,
particularty for the invasion of Okinawa in 1945.

French Frigate Shoals, Hawaii. Refueling site for two Japanese aircraft
that made a nuisance raid on Qahu in 1942; later, a modest American
defense base.

Ewa Marine Corps Air Station, Oahu. Attacked by Japanese planes on
December 7, 1941, little remains of the station from that date. It is now
part of a larger naval air station.

Opana Radar Site, Oahu. Location of a mobile radar where two American
soldiers picked up the incoming Japanese planes on December 7, 1941,
Although the soldiers reported their observations, no action was taken at
military headquarters.

Johnston Isiand. Shelled several times by Japanese ships and
submarines in December 1941, tiny Johnston Isiand was later greatly
enlarged by dredging and became a ferrying and refueling stop for
aircraft flying to the South and Southwest Pacific.
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Fort Stevens, Oregon. A Japanese submarine shelled the fort at the
mouth of the Columbia River in June 1942. All shells missed their mark,

Japanese-American Internment Camps: Tule Lake, California; Minidoka,
idaho; Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Topaz, Utah; Grenada, Colorado; Poston
and Rivers, Arizona; and Rohwer and Jerome, Arkansas. While site
integrity wvaries from camp to camp, little evidence of the wartime
internments remains.

Fort Glenn, Umnak, Alaska. tts airfield was built in secrecy before the
1942 Japanese attack on nearby Dutch Harbor. Umnak's fighters engaged
some of the Japanese planes, shooting down three or four of them with a
loss of two of their own.

Amchitka, Alaska. This airfieid, close to Japanese-held Kiska, became
operational in February 1943. From then until the Japanese withdrew in
Juiy, Amchitka's planes bombed the enemy-held Aleutians.

Shemya, Alaska. Occupied by United States forces shortly after they
recaptured Attu, Shemya became an air base, sharing with Attu air raids
on Japan's Kurile Isiands. Alithough a 10,000-foot runway for B-29
bombers was constructed on Shemya, it was abandoned for the superior
flying conditions found in the Marianas when they were captured in 1944.

Harbor Defenses, Seward, Alaska. By the time the U.5. Army
completed construction of coastal batteries and harbor defenses at
Alaska's principal port and railroad terminus, the danger of Japanese
attack had greatly eased.

Majuro Atoll, Marshail Islands. Although Majuro was the first Japanese
territory to be captured in Worlid War |i, the fact that the Japanese had
abandoned it a year earlier diminished the significance of the event.

Rota, Mariana Islands. Rota was a bypassed island in the Central
Pacific Campaign. Some evidence of the Japanese period remains: sugar
mill ruins, a coastal gun, and a hospital cave.

Angaur, Palau. Near Peleliu, Angaur was invaded by U.S. Army troops
at the same time. Following the relatively easy capture of this istand,
the army force moved to Peleliu to complete the capture of that bloody
island.

Northwest Field, Guam. One of two 8-29 bomber fields constructed on
Guam for the long-range bombing of the Japanese homeland. The field
became operationat in early 1945.
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1. Name

historic Hickam Field

and &r cammen Hickam Air Force Base

2. Location

street & number not for publication
city. town X_ vicinity of Honolulu
state Hawaii code 15 county  Honolulu code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X__ district _X_ public _X occupied —__ agriculture —__ museum
_ . building(s) __ private — unoccupied - commercial ___park
— structure — both — work in progress _ . educational . private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment —__ religious
— object ____in process X yes: restricted ____ government ___ scientific
— being considered —_ .. yes: unrestricted ____ industrial — transportation
—_no X military — . other:

4. Owner of Property

P U.S. Department of the Air Force

street & number

city, town  Washington ____ vicinity of state D.C.

5. Location of Legal Description

U.S. Department of the Air Force

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number

city, town  Washington state D.C.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titie has this property been determined eligible? ____ yes

X no

depository for survey records

city, town state

date —_federal ___ state ___ county ___ local







