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The bishops who succeeded Innocent (Veniaminov) lacked his administra-
tive finesse and zeal, and the clergy dwindled in number and training.
Following the sale, the diocesan seat was removed from Sitka to San
Francisco, and the bishops resided there, making occasional journeys to
the most accessible parishes in Alaska. In the early 1880's, however, a
bishop took special interest in Alaska and saw U glaska as an especially
dynamic site which had had continuing pastoring. From an account in
the official Russian church publication, we have the following report on
the decision which led to the construction of the Bishop's House, which
still stands in Unalaska and is part of this National Historic Landmark:

During the inspection of the Aleutian Diocese in the year
1880, His Eminence Nestor, im person and on the spot, dis-
covered that in some parishes the housing for the clergy was
very decrepit and inconvenient, in danger of collapse and that
it was impossible {for the clergy] to continue to reside
therein; in other localities there was no housing whatsoever,
either for the priests or for the songleaders. The situation
demanded that either repairs be undertaken or new construction

. begin.

Moreover, he considered the Island of Unalashka the focal
point of the diocese from which it was possible to maintain
communications with other islands of the Aleutian archipelago
as well as with the localities on the mainland, that is, with
the Alaska Peninsula, the shore of Bristol Bay and Kuskokwim
Bay, His Eminence, [therefore], held it imperative as well as
functional to construct at Unalashka a small house for the
Archhiaereus {Bishop]. He himself could reside in this house
temporarily while touring from time-to-time his far-flung
bishopric.

In 1880, in the absence of such a facility, His Eminence was
forced to take up quarters in the house of the Alaska
Commercial Company, sharing them with all the employees and
skilled laborers. Out of the 56 days he spent there, there
were hardly five when, by ten o'clock in the evening, silence
descended following a full day's labors.

The reader of the Unalashka church, subsequently consecrated
priest, lived at that time in a so-called barabora, an earthen
hut with but a single window. His Eminence ordered that a
small but suitable house be built for the Reader, at a cost of
$600. ‘
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Further, in the opinion of His Eminence, it was absolutely
necessary to comnstruct at Unalashka a school, ., .

Keeping all these considerations in mind, and wanting to allay
the situation which had reached the point of Ycrying sorrow,"
His Eminence entered into an agreement with a Mr. Newbaum,
Director of the Alaska Commercial Company [to build the
structures according to plans approved by Bishop Nestor, at
locations which he designated, at a total cost not to exceed
$15,000, and with money loaned by the Company at 5% interest].
The Holy Synod [in St. Petersburg], having heard the proposal
. . . rendered the following resolution: "The conclusion
reached by the Economic Department [confirming the Bishop's
proposal of a contract with the Alaska Commercial Company and
allocigion of diocesan funds] is to be approved". . .(3 March
1881)

Regarding the school, this account continues:

In a second representation to the Holy Synod, also dated
November 11, 1880, His Eminence Nestor reports as follows:

In order to act effectively among the native population, it is
imperative that Orthodox clergy, but especially the priests
themselves, know the local native languages, His Eminence,
having command of English and French languages, personally
experiences the inconvenience of such lack of knowledge of .the
Aleut language when on tour of his bishoprie. . .

Considering all this, His Eminence held it necessary to
establish on the island of Unalashka a school for preparation
of future priests and preachers of the Word of God from among
the natives [emphasis in original].

His Eminence proposed to enroll in this school initially at
least two boys from each people [tribe - plemia], so that each
would be able to converse in his native language and not
forget it. It was planned that they be instructed in God's
Law and the Russian language, as well as English, and gradu-
ally to prepare them to become preachers of the Word of God in
the language of their birth. The boys assembled at Unalashka,
the central point of the Aleutian archipelago, would remain in
a familiar climatic environment, to which they are accustomed
in their homeland, and would have the same food and clothing .
as they use at home.
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He proposed that the Unalashka school should have a supervisor
as well as a teacher, a native who knows Russian and Aleut
languages, and has had a proper preparation. He would be
under immediate supervision by the local priest.

Should the experience prove it necessary, the Unalashka
students could alwyas later on be sent to the San Francisco
school to complete their education. . . .

The Holy Synod, absoclutely recognizing the cogency of His
Eminence's Aleutian proposal, in the decisionfs] rendered June
24 to July 17, 1881, determined that His Eminence Nestor be
give permission to develop the school on the island of 18
Unalashka as an experiment along the lines suggested by him.
The residence and school were built for the Orthodox diocese by the
Alaska Commercial Company in 1882, according to plans of a San Francisco
architectural firm commissioned by Bishop Nestor (see attached draw-
ings}. Bishop Nestor, however, did not live to see the completion of
. his proposal, nor was the school operative along the lines he suggested
until the next decade, He died at sea off the coast of Norton Sound
while on a pastoral journey around the diocese. His body was recovered,
and in 1883 he was buried near the porch of the Church of the Holy
Ascension in Unalaska. A large marble marker was supplied by the Alaska
Commercial Company; it is still north of the entry to thelgresent
church, although the grave itself is now under the porch. The Company
also supplied the grave marker for EBe venerable priest, Rev. Innokenty
Shaiashnikov, who had died in 1883.

Although the residence, popularly known as the Bishop's House, and the
school were built as ordered, the idea of a true pastoral school lay
dormant until 1893, and the administrations of Rev. Nicholas Rysev and
Rev., Alexander Kedrovsky. Under the direction of the Aleut priest, Rev.
Rysev, an orphanage for boys was attached to the primary school and the
curriculum enlarged to prepare these young men for service to the
church. Reverend Rysev also had successfully petitioned the Holy Synod
in St. Petersburg for permission to build a new church, the 1838 struc~
ture having also fallen victim to the harsh Aleutian weather.  Although
the authorization was given, Rev. Rysev was transferred, and the over-
sight of construction and development of the school fell to a new
priest, a graduate of Vologda Theological Seminary in Russia.

Reverend Alexander Kedrovsky arrived as a young man at Unalaska in 1894.
The church which arose during the first years of his administration was
. an imposing edifice, having three altars. Only St. Michael's Orthodox
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Cathedral in Sitka could rival it in size, design, and religious treas-
ures. The bishop of that day, Nicholas, in greeting the congregation
during a visit to Unalaska in 1897, shortly after the church had been
formally consecrated, is reported by his secretary to have said, "The
church at Unalaska is really the best among all the Alaskan churches. .

. It contaiﬁf both] beautiful art work and pure Russian
architecture."

The reason for the construction of such an imposing church in a small
Aleutian village may be found in the importance of Unalaska as an
economic center and in the adiminstrative changes within the Orthodox
diocese. Following the sale of Alaska to the United States, the Alaska
Commercial Company took over most of the commercial activity of the
Russian~American Company. Ships traveling between the mainland and the
other islands, notably the Fur-Seal Islands (the Pribilofs), had to stop
at Unalaska. In the 1880's Dutch Harbor, adjoining the village, became
a major coaling center for the ships plying the Bering Sea for whale,
fish, and other marine resources. The community had grown encugh so
that by 1900 it was reported to have a thel and dance hall, 12 saloons
and to be an active shipbuilding center. After the turn of the .
century, fish processing began as an industry on the island itself. In
other words, the island economy was good, as witnessed by the size of
the brotherhood treasury, which will be discussed below. The Orthodox
church also made Unalaska an administrative center for all of northern
Alaska, Beginning in 1893, the priest in residence there was also the
dean of a new district which included not only the Aleutian parish and
the two parishes of St. George and Sts. Peter and Paul on the Pribilof
Islands, but also Belkovsky on the Alaska Peninsula, St. Michael on
Norton Sound, Nushagak on the Bering Sea Coast agg the Yukon and
Kuskokwim parishes in southwest interior Alagka. There were only two
administrative districts for Alaska within the diocese, Sitka, which had
a cathedral, and Unalaska. The new church at Unalaska provided an
equivalent prestige to that community. It is to this day the only
church with three altars, besides the cathedral in Sitka, and may
technically be termed a cathedral because of the number of altars. The
new priest in charge of the construction has provided an account of the
building of this church:

In 1894, from June to October, yet another church rose in

place of the older, deteriorating one, [this] with two side

chapels, through the efforts, diligence, and care for the

glory of God of the local parishioners, costing them more than

$9,000, This most recent church to the glory of the Holy

Ascension of Our Lord is constructed of siding (redwood) with

a shingle roof and two cupolas (one atop the belltower and the .
other over the main body of the church). . . .
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The right chapel [of St. Sergius] was consecrated on September
4, 1894, the left on January 30, 1895, and on August 18, 1896
the church and all the altar tables were consecrated by His
Eminence Nicholas, Bishop of the Aleutians and Alaska. For
the main church, ikons on linen for the ikonostasis were
purchased, costing $535. In memory of the sacred coronation
of the Tsar and Lord of all the Russias, Nicholas II (14 May
1896), . . . the grateful parishioners of Unalaska parish have
expressed a wish to acquire ikons on canvas for the second
tier of the ikonostas of the main church in order to include
in the number of ikons those which would portray St. Nicholas
the Miracle-worker and the Holy Tsaritsa Aleksandra, patron
saint of the Tsar and Ruler of All the Russias, now happily
enthroned; before these ikons at every service a lamp would be
lighted, the o0il for which would always be provided by the
parishioners.

There is attached to the church an ikon, "Transfiguration

Our Lord," on wood, covered by a silver frame (7x6 verskov® '),
sent with the blessings of Metropolitan Innokentii
[Veniaminov], with his own inscription [dated] June 27, 1870.

The property of the church, according to the inventory com-
piled in 1896, consists of $18,316.81. In the accounts of the
Ecclesiastical Administration of the Holy Synod there is a
church sum of $1,185.59 and a chapel account of $907.93, for a
total of $2,093.52.

#

The church also has the archbishop's charter on the occasion
of the consecration of the first (1824) church, given by
Bishop Mikhail of Irkutsk, Nerchinsk and Yakutsk, to Fr. Iloann
Veniaminov. On this charter are noted the consecrations of
all the subsegquent churches,

The Unalaska church abounds in every type of property which
could be of use to the church.

Inside and outside, the church is painted with white oil-
[based] paint; in the main church there is a choir loft above
the entrance Eg the church, The church is enclosed by a
wooden fence,

It is not clear from either the official church register526 or Rev.
Kedrovsky's published account whether the new church was on the precise

. site of the 1858 church, although that seems probable.

The altar site
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of the first church, built by Veniaminov in 1825-26, which had been ‘
covered by a memorial structure, is no longer evident, and very likely

was incorporated within the altar of the Chapel of St. Innocent, which |
like the first church, is north of the nave of the present church, It ]
also seems that the chapels were not merely added to to the existing

structure, as the lgtter was described in the church registers as being

badly deteriorated; further, the dimensions of the church were consid- 1
erablyzéarger than the old, the nave of the old being 31% feet [13%

arshin“"] long x 24% feet [10% arshin] wide, while the new nave was 63

feet 4% inches long by 37 feet 7 inches wide. 1In all probability, the

0ld church was demolished, except for the altar, which was protected and

used during construction, and a larger, more grand edifice emerged in

place of and on the site of the old church. Some of the timbers of the

old church may have been used in the new, as was customary. The

documents also do not guide us in the matter of the ikonostasis which

had been in the 1858 church. Rev. Shaiashnikov in his report on the

construction of the church in 1858, noted:

The i1konostasy is of wood, carved, of local craftsmanship,
painted white, and in appropriate places decorated with gilt. .

- » .

The ikonostasy was made at the time when the first church was
built, It was made by local parishioners. When the new
church was built, the ikonostasy was2§enewed, that is, some-
what touched up with paint and gilt.

Local tradition at Unalaska, and the style of the ikonostasis itself,
suggest that the ikon screen created in 1824 by Aleut craftsmanship is
now in the Chapel of St. Innocent. A further indicator is that the
chapel is only slightly narrower than the width of the old church (20
feet for the chapel, 24% feet for the church); hence, the ikonostasis
would have fit with only minor trimming.

The Church cf the Holy Ascension built during 1894-1895, being the third
church of that name in the village of Unalaska, is still standing in
1984, having required only normal structural repair of the roof and the
belltower and one replacement of the cupolas in ninety years. It was
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1971.

The immediate parish served by this fine church consisted in 1894 of

eight villages within the Aleutian archipelago, in addition to Iliuliuk
(Unalaska), with 889 communicants. The village of Iliuliuk was by far

the largest with 230 individuals on the church rolls, of which 108 were

creoles (of mixed Russian and native parentage) and 122 were Aleuts.

Besides the Orthodox church, there was by 1894 an active Methodist .
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mission with an orphanage for girls in the village; the American public
school was also lodged at the mission. Rev. Kedrovsky reported that in
1897 there were, therefore, "as many as 40 heterodox [non-Orthodox]
(Protestants of vag}ous sects), almost all men (there are only 3 or 4
heterodox women)."

The Reverend Kedrovsky brought great energy to the Unalaska parish. In
addition to direction of the church comstruction, he organized a
Temperance Society in 1895 and a parish brotherhood in 1898. He also
assumed direction of the school, which was dedicated as the

Ioann Veniaminov Missionary School, and sought to incorporate many of
the ideas of Bishop Nestor into its format. The teachers for the school
were both educated local people, such as the interpreter

Leontii Sivtsov, and also Russians properly trained in theological
seminary. The deacon, Vasilii Kashevarov, a creole and son of the
priest at Kodiak, was educated at the San Francisco Cathedral School; he
was a teacher in the Veniaminov Missionary School and wgs also ordained
a priest, completing his years in the Nushagak parish.

Reverend Kedrovsky also initiated a weekend school for the children in
the American school33nder direction of the Methodist mission, all of
whom were Orthodox. Further, he began evening classes for adults to
deepen their understanding of church ritual, history, and teaching. The
graduates of the Veniaminov School often went on to higher education or
to service in other parts of Alaska or the continental United States.
Among these was Nikifor Amkan, an Eskimo who came to the Veniaminov
Schocl as a boy from the Nushagak region on the Bering Sea coast, and
after graduation from the Veniaminov School was apprenticed to the
priest at the Yukon Mission; within only a few years he was ordained a
priest and served t%i Yukon and Kuskokwim missions for many years in the
early 20th century. Similarly, Daniil Yachmenev, §55tudent at the
school went on to become a priest in the "Lower 48."

The Temperance Society, formed in 1895, provided both lectures and
published materials for the school on the evils of alcohol. 1In 1907 the
Bishop commended the parish for publishing a special Temperance Handbook
with illustrations and quotations from the Scriptures and the Church
Fathers regarding sobriety. The bishop explained the significance of
this project: '

This [booklet] was created in Unalaska, translated into the
Aleut language and published by our diocesan press on beauti-
ful paper with vignettes as well as ikons of Christ the
Saviour, in an edition of 1200. Following the example of the
Unalaskans, this {[booklet] was taken by the people of Tatitlak
{on Prince William Sound], who published it in Tlingit and
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English in the same gquantity. The Kodiak, and finally the
Afognak [peoples], follggeé suit, publishing it in English and
the language of Kodiak.

Further, one of the finest ikons in the church, that of St. Panteleimon,
patron s§§nt of the Society, was donated to the church in 1896 by its
members.

The parish brotherhood also had vigorous and beneficial activity during
the years around the turn of the century. Reverend Kedrovsky, in a
report in 1904 on the organization's fifth anniversary, demonstrated how
its two aims of moral edification and charitable works were carried out.
It had provided financial support for the orphanage, a lying-in home for
expectant mothers and the services of a mid-wife, the training of girls
in handiwork which might be sold for income, burial of the dead, and aid
for widows. The financial base for these charitable works came from the
brotherhood treasury, which in its first five years collected $117! from
dues, donations, and fines, while there were $944 in expendirures. 1In
addition to charitable works, there were purchases for the beautifica-
tion of the church: the ikon of the Last Supper, which is on the second .
tier of the ikonostasis of the nave (1902), ikons for the deacon's doors
in the Chapel of St. Innocent (1900), and an enclosed frame for the ikon
of "Qur Lady" (1901), which had been given to the church by the monks of
Mt. Athos in Greece. They also rotated detg%l for the upkeep and
maintenance of the church and the cemetery.

In the 33 years between the end of Alexander Kedrovsky's administration
as priest and dean at Unalaska in 1908, and the Second World Waz, there
were a number of individuals who continued the tradition of Unalaska's
dominance, although hard times fell on the village itself as the mari~-
time trade and economy shifted and the Russian Revolution ended
financial support for Orthodox churches in North America. The most
notable individual in these interim years was Rev. Alexander Panteleev,
who was priest at Unalaska for four years between 1909 and 1913. This
Russian has left us a charming and informative account of his travels
about tgg parish, reflecting unabashed delight in the Aleutians and the
Aleuts. He later became Bishop of Alaska, with the new name of
Alexei, and returned to spend several vears at Unalaska in the late
1930's. He is warmly remembered by older persons in the Unalaska
community., One of his legacies is the transcription of a number of
Orthodox hymns into Aleut, and the composition of original religious
choral music in Aleut. These are still sung in Aleut congregations
today.

World War I1 wreaked havoc on the Aleutians, whole villages being
evacuated to camps in southeastern Alaska. The chapels at Attu and Atka
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were totally destroyed during the war, the latter being burned along
with the other structures in the village in a scorched earth defense
against Japanese invasion. Many of the other chapels were looted and
the buildings desecrated. The situation at Unalaska was dire. The
natural amenities of the harbor provided the base for an immense mili-
tary establishment at Dutch Harbor, where at one time 60,000 troops were
based, poised for service in the War in the Pacific. In July, 1942, the
111 Aleut villagers were relocated to an abandoned cannery on Etolin
Island in Southeast Alaska, With only a few hours' notice, the village
managed to remove every sacred item, including the immense chandelier,
from the church and put them in safe-keeping. Two different accounts
are told of this operation, one party who was present saying the treis—
ures were crated and shipped with the villagers to Southeast Alaska,
another attesting that gYerything was buried in trenches on the grounds
surrounding the church, Virtually every item, however, was preserved,
and restored to the church after the war.

The Bishop's House was fully utilized during the war years, although not
as a school, The orphanage and parochial school had continued into the

. 1930's, and served as the residence of the priest until the beginning of
the War in the Pacific, Father Dionysius was the last Orthodox priest
to live in the Bishop's House, in 1940-41. While the military held sway
in Unalaska~Dutch Harbor, the facilities 25 the residence and orphanage
were used as apartments for the officers. After the war, the building
stood empty. The priests lived in a small dwelling between the House
and the church, and the church school was taught in the priest’s home.
In 1960, Rev. Basil Nagoski was restoring the old school to make it
usable once again, when on the very day of the dedication, the school
burned to the ground and the west elevation of the Bishop's House to
which it was attached was seriously damaged. At that time, then, the
Bishop's House was boardeg3up and stood unattended until attempts in the
late 1970s to restore it,

The story during the years since World War II has been one of survival,
rather than of growth. When the people returned to Unalaska, they
painted the great old church, repaired its roof, replaced the damaged
cupolas entirely, re-hung the ikons, and resumed worship, For a number
of years, however, Unalaska did not have a permanent priest. This
situation was remedied in 1967, when Father Ishmail Gromoff, a native of
St. Paul Island, was assigned to the parish. He is there today. On May
10, 1970, the Church of the Holy Ascension was designated a National
Historic Landmark.

T@e parish which Rev. Gromoff now visits by commercial and chartered
. airlines is much diminished from its height at the turn of the century.
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were totally destroyed during the war, the latter being burned along
with the other structures in the village in a scorched earth defense
against Japanese invasion. Many of the other chapels were looted and
the buildings desecrated. The situation at Unalaska was dire. The
natural amenities of the harbor provided the base for an immense mili-
tary establishment at Dutch Harbor, where at one time 60,000 troops were
based, poised for service in the War in the Pacifiec. 1In July, 1942, the
111 Aleut villagers were relocated to an abandoned cannery on Etolin
Island in Southeast Alaska. With only a few hours' notice, the village
managed to remove every sacred item, including the immense chandelier,
from the church and put them in safe-keeping. Two different accounts
are told of this operation, one party who was present saying the treaa—
ures were crated and shipped with the villagers to Southeast Alaska, R
another attesting that syerything was buried in trenches on the grounds
surrounding the church. Virtually every item, however, was preserved,
and restored to the church after the war,

The Bishop's House was fully utilized during the war years, although not
as a school. The orphanage and parochial school had continued into the
1930's, and served as the residence of the priest until the beginning of
the War in the Pacific, Father Dionysius was the last Orthodox priest
to live in the Bishop's House, in 1940~41. While the military held sway
in Unalaska-Dutch Harbor, the facilities 2§ the residence and orphanage
were used as apartments for the officers. After the war, the building
stood empty. The priests lived in a small dwelling between the House
and the church, and the church school was taught in the priest's home,
In 1960, Rev. Basil Nagoski was restoring the old school to make it
usable once again, when on the very day of the dedication, the school
burned to the ground and the west elevation of the Bishop's House to
which it was attached was seriously damaged. At that time, then, the
Bishop's House was boarde23up and stood unattended until attempts in the
late 1970s to restore it.

The story during the years since World War II has been one of survival,
rather than of growth. When the people returned to Unalaska, they
painted the great old church, repaired its roof, replaced the damaged
cupolas entirely, re~hung the ikons, and resumed worship. For a number
of years, however, Unalaska did not have a permanent priest. This
situation was remedied in 1967, when Father Ishmail Gromoff, a native of
St. Paul Island, was assigned to the parish. He is there today. On May
10, 1970, the Church of the Holy Ascension was designated a Natiomal
Historie Landmark.

The parish which Rev. Gromoff now visits by commercial and chartered
airlines is much diminished from its height at the turn of the century. .
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After World War II, the villagers of Attu, Kashega, Chernovskii, and
Makushin were relocated to Atka and Unalaska and the former villages
allowed to disintegrate. There are no longer chapels in these villages
nor at Bicrka. The ikons in these abandoned chapels were gathered up by
the Unalaska priest, Rev. Nagoski, in the 1950's and may today be seep,
around the walls of the Chapel of St. Sergius in the Unalaska church.
Besides Unalaska, only Atka, Akutan, and Nikolski (on Umnak Island), of
the old parish entities remain. Several communities in the old
Belkovsky parish on the Alaska peninsula have now come under the juris-
diction of the Unalaska priest, Rev. Gromoff now calls, on request, at
King Cove, False Pass, and Sand Point for religious services. Of these
three, only Sand Point has a reader to sustain religious observances in
the priest's absence, and all three communities meet in private homes,
rather than in a chapel. 1In all, there are today some 450-475 persons
in the far-flung Unalaska parish.

Whether they meet in a home or chapel, or attend services infrequently,
the Aleuts of the Chain still look to the Church of the Holy Ascension
as their cathedral and consider it an especially significant part of
. their heritage, as Orthodoxy itself is deemed an inextricable part of
what it means today to be Aleut. Today, however&6the Aleuts living in
Unalaska are a minority of the population of 1400, ~ and the numbe£7of
parishioners available to keep up the church is small and elderly.
There are now two other religious congregations on the island which
compete for loyalty., The commitment to the Church of the Hely Ascension
is intense, however, and the church is regularly painted both inside and
out by the parishioners, and its grounds are well-maintained, Costs of
heavy maintenance, such as foundation, roof and cupola repair axe,
however, beyond the means of this population. Historic Preservation
Funds in 1978-79 accomplished roof repair and some work on the cupola
over the nave, but the ravages of weather are unceasing. Nonetheless,
the Churgh of the Holy Ascension, now among the oldest churches in
Alaska,  and the oldest of the cruciform style, is a living institu-
tion, and a visual reminder of the important role of both Russian
contact and the Orthodox religion, not only among the Aleuts, but in
North America as well.
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Endnotes

lSvetlana G. Federova, The Russian Population in Alaska and California
~~ Late 18th Century - 1867, trans. and ed. by Richard A. Plerce and
Alton S. Donnelly, Materials for the Study of Alaska History, No. 4
(Kingston, Ontario: Limestone Press, 1973), 110-114.

2Alexander Kedrovsky, "Istoriko-statisticheskoe opisanie Unalashkinskago
Voznesenskago prikhoda [Historico~statistical Description of the
Unalaska Holy Ascension Parish],” Amerikanskii pravoslavnyl vestnik
["Russian Orthodox American Messenger"}, I (June 13-27, 1897), 418.

This article is the first of a four-part series in Numbers 20-23 of
volume I (1896/1897). The pages are sequential throughout the volume.
This journal will be cisted hereafter as, ROAM, with page nunmber(s).

3Federova, Russian Population, 111.

4Lydia T. Black, "The Church of Father Iocann" (unpublished manuscript,

1978), 1-3. This manuscript is the most complete history available on .
the early churches at Unalaska, containing several translations from

Russian church documents.

5Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description,' ROAM, I, 440.

6Robert Nichols and Robert Croskey, eds., trans., "The Condition of the
Orthodox Church in Russian America: Innokentii Veniaminov's History of
the Russian Church in Alaska,'" Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 43 (April
1972), 42.

7Ibid., 41. The editors describe Veniaminov's history as "a basic

source for the early history of the Russian Orthodox church in Alaska."

8Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Alaska, 1730~1885 (Darien, Conn.:
Hafner Publishing Co., 1970; originally published 1886), 701, fn. 6,
comments, ''In his Letters [sic] Concerning the Islands of the Unalaska
District . . ., Veniaminof shows that he had become thoroughly
acquainted with the Aleuts, their language, customs, and history, and
his work is the most reliable book on the subject.

9Federova, The Russian Population, 19: "Veniaminov's work is a thorough
and serious investigation, containing priceless material on the history,
ethnography, linguistics, minerology, flora and fauna of the Aleutian
Islands . M
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l{)E»lack, "The Church of Father Ioann," 6~7.

llIoann Veniaminov, Zapiski ob ostrovakh Unalashkinskogo otdela [Notes
on the Islands of the Unalaska District], (3 vols. in 2; St. Petersburg:

The Russian American Company, 1840), I, 174; cited in Lydia Black, "The
Curious Case of the Unalaska Icons," Alaska Journal, 12 (Spring 1982),

10.
12

Black, "The Curious Case of the Unalaska Icons," 10.

13Church of the Holy Protection, Mikhailovskii Redoubt (St. Michael),
Archives of the Alaska Diocese, Kodiak Alaska, microfilm No. 9; see
Barbara S. Smith, Russian Orthodoxy in Alaska: A History, Inventory, and
Analysis of the Church Archives in Alaska with an annotated bibliography

(Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Historical Commission, 1980), 88, for listing
of contents of the records of Rev, Gregory Golovin,

14Holy Ascension Orthodox Church, "Vedomost' o tserkvi...1879 [Register
of the Church...1879]," Alaska Church Collection, Library of Congress,
Washington, D. C., cited in Black, "The Church of Father Ioann," 93
hereafter, "Shaiashnikov 'Register'," in Black, "Church of Father
Ioann."

15Barbara S. Smith, "Cathedral on the Yukon," Alaska Journal 12 (Spring,
1982), 52-53.

16Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description,’ ROAM, I, 465-466,
gives the following list of clergy with their dates: .

Ioann Veniaminov, 1824-1834

Grigorii Golovin, 1834-1844

Andrei Sizoi, 1844-1848

Innokentii Shaiashnikov, 1848-1883.

Nicholas Rysev, 1885-1893

Hieromonk Mitrofan (Guselnikov), 1893-1894

Alexander Kedrovsky, 1894~

17"Measnres Undertaken by His Eminence Nestor, Subsequent to the
Diocesan Inspection," trans, by Lydia T. Black from undated clipping in
Archives, Alaska Diocese, Kodiak, Alaska. It is from a Russian
periodical, probably the official journal of the Russian Holy Symod,
Tserkovnyi pravoslavnyi vestnik [Orthodox Church Messenger], 3-14. From

internal evidence, the date of publication would be 1881 or 1882, as
this is a report of actiomns by the Holy Synod,
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19Ray Hudson, in interview with author, Anchorage, Alaska, August 18,
1984.
20

Kedrovsky, "Historico~statistical Description,' ROAM, I, 442.

21"Puteshestvie Ego Preosviashchestva Preosviashchenneishago Nikclaia,
Episkopa Aleutskago i Aliaskinskago, po Aliaske [Travels of His Eminence
Nicholas, Bishop of the Aleutians and Alaska, Around Alaskal,”™ ROAM, I (
August 1-13, 1897), 485.

ZMurray Morgan, Bridge to Russia, Those Amazing Aleutians (N, Y.:
E. P. Dutton & Co, 1947), 130-132, cited in CNL Designs, '"The Bishop's
House, Unalaska: A Preservation Project (unpublished report; Anchorage,
Alaska, 1979).

23Kedrovsky, "Historico~statistical Description,” ROAM, I, 466.
Zz‘vershok (pl. verskov) equals 1 3/4 inches. .

25Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 441-442,

26Holy Ascension Orthodox Church,'Vedomost' o tserkvi . . .
1894...1895...1899 [Register of the Church . . . for
1894...1895...1899], Box D95, Alaska Church Collection, Library of
Congress, Washington, D. C. (Hereafter, "Unalaska Church Regisger,"

with date.)

The accounts from the Kedrovsky years use the formula phrase "v meste i
na meste [in place of and on the site of]" without the precision of
either Veniaminov or Shaiashnikov, who clearly indicate the location of
the new construction to the old, The confusion arises because this
stock phrase is used in describing the location of the Shaiashnikov
church in the historical section of the registers of the 1890s, whereas
Shaiashnikov himself in his own account of 1879 (see note l4 above)
clearly states that his new church was slightly to the south of the
former. Hence, the phrase in the later registers is unreliable.

27"Unalaska Church Register,'" 1895.
2Barshin equals 28 inches.

29nghaiashnikov Register'," in Black, "The Church of Father Ioann," 10. .
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3O"Unalaska Church Register," 1894, 22 and verso.

31Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description,’ ROAM, I, 439.

32Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 466.

33Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description,' ROAM, I, 495.

3‘:}"'I'rax.rels of [Bishop]... Nicholas...Around Alaska, ROAM, I, 485. There
are many references in ROAM to Amkan, through 1917.

35Daniil Yachmenev, "0Of Blessed Memory" (re: Fr. Apollinary Kedrovsky),
ROAM, 19 (1916), 474, describes his experience at the Veniaminov School
eight years after leaving Unalaska.

36Bishop Innokentii (Pustynskii), "Otchet o sostoianii Aliaskinskagg
vikariatstva za 1906 god [Report on the Condition of the Alaska
Vicariate for 1%06], ROAM, 11 (May 1-14, 1907), 169.

. 3?Personal observation by the author. A plaque on the ikon so states,

38Alexander Kedrovsky, "Piatiletie tserkovno-prikhodskago Bratsva na
ostrove Unalashke (1898 g. - 6 Dekabria - 1903 g. [Five Years of the
Church-parish Brotherhood on the Island of Unalaska (December 6, 1898 -
1903) 1", ROAM, 8 (April 1-14, 1904), 137-140.

39Panteleev, Alexander, "Pokhodi po Aleutskim ostrovam [Journeys Among
the Aleutian Islands], ROAM, 14 (1910), 270-272, 286-288, 304-306,
317-319; 15 (1911) 56-59%9, 77~78, 95-96, 170-171, 336-339; 16 (1912),
372.

éOPersonal interview with Walter Dyakanoff (Unalaska, July 21, 1984),
village elder and church starost’' (caretaker, sexton) for many years.

41Personal interview with Philemon Tutiakoff (Unalaska, July 22, 1984},
village elder and presently church reader,

azPersonal interview with Ray Hudson, August 18, 1984 in Anchorage,
Alaska. Mr. Hudson is a teacher in the public schools of Unalaska, and
an authority on Unalaska history.

43CNL Designs, "The Bishop's House, Unalaska."” An excellent history of
the Bishop's House and its importance to the Aleut community is
contained in a background report done by Carrie Reed for the

. architectural firm, CNL Designs, of Anchorage, Alaska., Copies of this
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report are available from the Unalaska Aleut Development Corporation,
Unalaska, Alaska or from the Office of History and Archeology of the
State of Alaska, Division of Parks, Anchorage, Alaska.

ééPersonal interview with Ray Hudson, August 18, 1984, in Anchorage,
Ataska,

»
4400 this point, see Richard Dauenhauer, "The Spiritual Epiphany of
Aleut" (unpublished manuscript; Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Native
Foundation, Center for Equality of Opportunity in Schooling, 1978), as
well as CNL Designs, "The Bishop's House, Unalaska," section on
"Community Profile and Hitoric Resources Inventory."”

46City of Unalaska, Planning Department, Draft, 4.

4?Ac:cors:ii.ng to Rev. Ishmail Gromoff, the present number of people on the

church rolls is 175-200. 1In a personal interview, Walter Dyakanoff told

the author (July 21, 1984) that, as caretaker, he finds it hard to find

enough parishioners willing to work on the church. .

48The oldest standing Orthodox church is at Belkovsky on the Alaska
Peninsula. It was built in 1881, but has been out of use for many
years. Both the church at Juneau (1894) and Kenai (1895) are roughly
contemporaneous with the Unalaska Church of the Holy Ascension, and all
three have active congregations. The Unalaska church, however, is of a
scale and richness far exceeding the smaller churches.
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10. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification - Continuation Sheet

The Holy Ascension Orthodox Church National Historic Landmark, at
Unalaska, Alaska, is on Tracts A, B, and C of the Russian Greek Mission
Reserves, persuant to Act of Congress, June 6, 1900, and recorded on U.
S. Survey No. 853, Nov. 12, 1908.

Beginning . . .

The boundaries of the Holy Ascension Orthodox Church National Historic
Landmark conform to the historic plat being tracts A, B, and C of the
Russian Greek Mission Reserves. The Church is on tract A, the Bishop's
House on tract C; tract B, a vacant lot, comnects the two structures.
There is one non-contributing structures on the site, a small furnace
house to serve the Bishop's House, which is constructed in a like style
and does not impair the integrity of the property.

10.a. The boundaries of the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church National
Historic Landmark conform to the historic plat contained in the U. S.
Land Survey of 1908. Within the site, there is a modern log structure,
which houses the Kenai Museum; it contains pertinent exhibits but is not
a historic building. There also is a temporary structure used for
storage near the rectory, but it does not have a permanent detrimental
effect. These two non-contributing structures do not impair the
integrity of the site.






o

S

\ et na
\\ sarLASES ’
g
N
.

i ”

R

-~

AMAKWAR IRLAND

Wosissss Bay

Dates Marbes

|
)

LESRNG

AMPORT MIBNWAY
SECONBARY NOADS
PRIV ATR/LOCAL
LYYy

< —B—

CITY

OF UNALASKA
AREA MAP

SBCALE=: 1"s800°

.o M - Tane 1088 ose
> lA: a;ti

1z







1o

e

\\\\‘\.\M\
T
ey,
\
Anat Coanmel
Mo
4 o (P rsrine-rems seavies
kL o, Simen
LBEAION S48T0N
,
STNE
o~
7 N\,

: S
,'/ A V\I\-
Lol ))f‘”"“ L9

N~ e

#MITENBAL

$ear00dd < o

-,
scten exsane
Enuy werign

UNALASKA I1BLAND

S
1
\
i\
\§§\

Captain's Bay \\_\

L@






i ’ ‘g;bnA
PLAT

— ) P e

US.Survey No.«#ss

— O THE

RUSSIAN- GRELK
MISSION RESERVES

~— Situate at —

UNALASKA
DISTRICT OF ALASKA

AREA:.
TQACTA 0.60 acres
. B 032 .
hop
. E 19 .
\FOTO}Afedf 552 Acres
cole. '"\(h « | Chain
Vanaton- 1200 East:

Surmyed under(onkact Nof2duted Dacl o6

by
John A MQuinn.
U,SDcpuhg Surveyor.
Sept£3-27 190¢

USSurveyorGenemis Ottice.
JunvouAloska tiey, 12, 1908

Fa map Aeeon delinesres of e
Russron Greesx Mssron Reserves ar
Unolasko. Akasko. 15 sttty con-
formoble Yo the trek? nores or e
Survey rthereor- on Yite 1y 1513 office.

which hove boen exarrmined and gp-
pProved

- . A= ey
‘ N 4 )
: S "\ ’ ) @oﬁémem/ ror
N ‘ . s .  Secqle of Chope. N . b v b N

A ALASHA







SHILIN or oz 0

o
1334 0% oo 0% o

Obed »3TYDS
(3w LUHGEE 'N W IB0L6S 'S 3INOZ nLn)

—~YMNSVIVYNN—
NOISNIDSY
X70H 3IH1 30 HOHNHD

3 Lo e Fesy Za 25







Seal Islands

229







230






NPE Form 10-900
. ( V , OMR No. 1024-008
Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
.National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic The Seal Islands {Fur Seal Roockeries NHL)

and or common FPribilof Islands

2. Location

street & number N/A — not tor publication
city, town St. Paul & St. Geo. Islandgicinity of
state Alaska code county code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X_district —_ pubiic _X_occupied —. agriculture — museum
~ building(s) ... private -— Unoccupied _X_ commercial . park
. — Structure _X_both ’ e WOTK in progress —. educational X private residence
- Site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertginment _X. religious
—__ object /A _in process _X_ yes: restricted X _government — scientific
—— Deing considered —— yes: unrestricted —— industrial — transportation
— o —_ military e OTHOE:

4. Owner of Property

name See Continuation Sheet 1

street & number

city, town e YiCinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. U.S. Bureau of Land Management

street & number 701 C Street

city, town Anchorage state Alaska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte See Continuation Sheet 2 has this property been determined eligible? X _yes ___no

. date . federal ___state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent _X deteriorated _X_unaltered X original site
— good _A& ruins X attered . moved date
<> tair . UNEXpOSed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

ITEM 7. Description

HISTORIC DISTRICT OVERVIEW -

Two hundred and fifty miles north of the Aleutian Chain, three hundred miles west
of the Alaska mainland, separated by forty-five miles of Bering Sea, are the
Islands of Saint George and Saint Paul. They are the largest islands of the
Pribilof group, thirty-six and fourty-four square miles respectively. The
Historic District camprises about one-fourth of this area, including rookeries,
killing grounds, ard settlement areas. Within the Historic District there are
106 contributing buildings, two contributing structures, 12 historic sites °
(rookeries) and nine archeological sites already listed on the Alaska Heritage
Resources Survey (AHRS).

The District is made up of three non-contigquous wunits, each named for its most
praminent historic feature: (1) Saint George Village; (2) Saint Paul Village;
and, (3) Northeast Point, Saint Paul Island. The historic district boundaries
Saint Paul Island are drawn to exclude a section of the coastline so overwh

by development as to have lost visual integrity. The Saint George and Saint Paul
village sections contain the cammercial processing structures of the industry as
well as significant beaches, killing grounds, and old village sites. Northeast
Point contains significant beaches and rookeries, killing grounds, and old
village sites.

The boundary was drawn to include representative remants of both cammercial
harvesting and processing, significant historical and archeological  sites, and
the living history of the unique labor force. The propeosed boundaries are drawn
to eliminate areas not consistently associated with the industry or those which
have lost visual integrity. The interiors of both islands were excluded, as
sealing is a coastal industry, confined to beaches, adjacent killing grounds, and
the villages. The north shore of Saint Paul Island was excluded as the industry,
other than at Northeast Point, was primarily confined to the south shore after
1799. The historic district boundaries on Saint Paul Island are drawn to exclude
a section of the coastline so overwhelmed by development as to have lost visual
integrity. 2Zapadni on Saint George Island was also excluded, as construction of
a boat harbor has destroyed historic integrity.

Saint George Island

Saint George Island rises out of the Bering Sea, in same places as high as 1,000
feet. Only two and one-half miles of the island's twenty-one mile coastline
beaches; the rest of the shoreline is high cliffs. In the eighteenth century

See Continuation Page 3.
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Russians built barabaras at 2Zapadni on the southern shore, at Staraya Artil to
the east of the village, ard the permanent village of Saint George on the
northern shore. The boundary of the Historic District encloses the village of
Saint George on the south, then follows the road east of town tO its emnd one mile
out of town at East Reef Rockery. The boundary encircles the Rookery, then
follows the coastline back to the west, passing the comunity of Saint George on
the north, and proceeds along the oastline for another two miles to include
North Rookery and Staraya Artil Rookery. Here the boundary line turns inland,
encircling the archeological site, Staraya Artil, and then follows the rocad badk

to Saint George.

After the Alaska Purchase in 1867 the Alaska Commercial Campany, which owned
monopoly rights to the fur seal industry in the islands, destroyed all Russian
structures and replaced them with frame buildings, constructing a new village on
top of the old. In 1928 the United States Department of Commerce, then
administrators of the fur seal industry, continued the practice by systematically

. razing the village and constructing a new one on the foundations of the old. The
pattern still remains: orderly rows of houses nestled into the hillside, _
administrative and staff housing to cne side, and a commercial center at the
tottan of the hill near the sea. (M3; Pl13; Pl4) ’

Saint George the Great Martyr Orthodox Church is the center of the community.

The present structure, coumpleted in 1936, is the traditional frame building with
horizontal siding and narthex. The Church still has the traditional onion shaped
dome, although there is wind damage to its canvas cover. Just north of the
present structure within the churchyard is a cross that marks the altarplace of
the old nineteenth century church. (M3; P15; Pl6)

At the bottam of the hill between the Church and the sea is the commercial
center. Nine of the fourteen buildings in this area are identified as part of
the seal fur and carcass processing facilities: a long wooden frame structure
once used as a oal -house, nost recently used for storage; (P45; P46) the
Aleutian Bunkhouse, now the teacher's house; (P47} two small frame buildings next
to the dock; a two-story wood frame building (P32):; a large "U" shaped building
used as the kench house, blubbering house, and wash house with animal pens on the
exterior. This building is presently being converted into apartments and
laboratory space for National Marine Fisheries (NMF) personnel. This building
dominates the cammercial center toth by its size and visual interest. (P33} Last
in the area is the machine shop, a large cement structure. (P44) Pportions of the
waterfront area of Saint George were destroyed by fire in 1950. True to the
pattern, new buildings were built on the foundations of the old.
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Directly uphill from the cammercial center, with a camanding view of the dock,
is the old administrative core with staff housing. Fouke Coampany House,
presently the hotel, is the largest building. It was built into the hillside
with two stories on the south end and three stories on the north. It borders an
open field where the flagpole once belonging to Old Government House still
stands. (P22; P23) Uphill, above the field, is a row of one and one-half story
cement bungalows with a cement sidewalk running along the front. They originally
served as hames for the agent, storekeeper, physician, and schoolteacher.
Presently they are teacher's and NMF personnel housing. (P28)

Six rows of frame houses ascend the hillside southeast of the Church. Unlike
Saint Paul, where all houses face the same direction, the hames on Saint George
face each cother across the rovads, providing a less regimented, neighborhood
appearance. These were originally hames for resident Aleut laborers; they remain
the hames of the people of Saint George. (P48) Adajacent to the housing, below
the eastern bluff that supports the village, is the Comunity Center. A large
building, it was begun prior to World War II but was not campleted until after
the evacuation and return of the people to Saint George. It still functions as a
community center.

Non-historic elements of the village include: modern additions to the cammercial
center grouped to the east of the old cammercial buildings; three new modular
homes interspaced within the rows of houses on the hill; several new hames east
of the Community Center, under construction in 1986. The five homes nearest the
Camunity Center, although they appear newer than the hillside houses, are
contributing structures, as they were constructed under the administrators during
the period of significance. The recently constructed school, clinic, and
combination city offices, store and warehouse are non-contributing elements
within the District. The new subdivision south of the village is outside the
boundaries of the Historic District.

Outside the cammmity of Saint George, but within the Historic District, are

three historic Rookeries ard an old village site. The rocky beaches at East

Reef, North, and Staraya Artil Rookeries remain relatively unchanged over time.

(P50). There has not been a cammercial hunt on Saint George in over ten years, so

even the Killing grounds, usually readily visible because of the lush vegetation

fed by the results of the slaughter, are blending in with the countryside. The
landscape is characterized by moss covered rocks, high grasses, and flowers,

leading down to black rocky beaches covered with seals. In summer months the sea
is filled with swimming, diving, feeding seals as far as the eye can see. .

An old village site and rookery are located at Staraya Artil. (AHRS XPIO15)
(PS1) The two are linked by a tidal zone pond where bachelor seals station
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themselves, removed fram the harems in the rookery. In the muck arocund the pond
are seal, walrus, and whale bones, reamants of former occupations. East of the
pord, in the tall grass, are the barabara sites marking the old village of
Staraya Artil.

Saint Paul Island

The Saint Paul landscape is marked by weathered lava, scoria, ard sandy deposits.
Hills, remnants of explosion craters, dot the landscape. The Historic District
is located along the southern coastline. It begins at Zapadni Point and
stretches toward the City of Saint Paul three miles away, bordered on the south
by the coastline and on the north by the scoria-covered road. The boundary
follows the road to the base of Telegraph Hill, where the road and boundary line
separate. The boundary turns south, following the Polovina Turnpike as it curves
around the Salt Lagoon, then follows the dirt road leading to the Lukanin-Kitovi
Rookery on the coast. Iukanin Bay and Tonki Point ar=> excluded from the Historic

. District because development here has destroyed historical integrity. The
Historic District begins again at Halfway Point, bounded by the scoria covered
road on one side ard coastline on the other. At Polovina Hill the boundary
leaves the scoria road to twrn inland, following a dirt road bordering the sand
dunes to the sea. (M4)

Included in the Historic District on Saint Paul Island are five rookeries and
their historic killing grounds; six sites listed on the Alaska Historic Resources

- Survey (AHRS):; and the cammmity of Saint Pual. This is about one tenth of the
total area of the islard. '

The City of Saint Paul clings to a steep hillside with its back to the Bering Sea
on a narrow sandy peninsula on the extreme south end of the island.
Administrators in the American period created three distinct sectors to the
cammunity: the cammercial center, located along the shoreline and historic
killing grounds of the now extinct Village Cove Rookery: administrative buildings
and staff housing centrally located; and resident Aleut laborer housing laid out
in orderly rows on either side of the village center. Public buildings remain
near the group served. (PS5; P6; P57; P58)

Rebuilt in 1907, the Holy Martyrs Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church is the
center of the community. It is a traditional building except that the
characteristic wooden onion-~shaped dome, repeatedly destroyed by wind, was
replaced by a wrought iron onion-shaped configuration. The churchyard borders
the priest's house and cemetery. (P51; P52)
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Also bordering the churchyard at the center of the comunity are the
administrative buildings and staff quarters. 0ld Govermment House, presently the
offices of the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) Tribal Council and apartments, is
the most prominent of the administrative buildings. (P75:; P76) In close
proximity are Old Campany House, presently the King Eider Hotel (P78); the old
laundry, now abandoned (79); the old Fisheries Offices, presently a tavern (77);
three one and one-half story cement bungalows sitting in a row with front
sidewalks and sod, formerly known individually as "“Employee House" and "Teacher's
House," presently used for cammunity housing. (P71) Buildings serving the
camunity's social and medical needs are also located in this central area of the
village: the physician's residence and dispensery, now joined by an addition amd
used as the clinic (P80); the Recreation Hall, now the offices of City Government
(P8l):; and the old theater, now abandoned. (P82)

The seal processing camplex is a distinctive part of the Historic District.

Along the bottom of the hill, at the end of Tolstoi Boulevard and on the sand
flats between the cammmity and Village Cove, stand the seal processing
buildings. Six large buildings still retain evidence of their functions in the
historic industry: the boxing shed, kench house, blubbering house, and the
bunkhouse for sealing assistants in one grouping, and the equipment garage and
machine shop in another. The boxing shed, kench house, and blubbering house were
built during the post World War I boom in the sealing industry. The boxing shed
and kench house were lengthened during the 1930s. The blubbering house has a
modern addition. Located in 2 row, almost identical in design and materials,
these three buildings retain historic character. (P83) All are underutilized and
in a state of disrepair. The former bunkhouse for sealing assistants, now the
Tanadgusix Corporation Offices and hotel annex, rounds out the group of buildings
tied direclty to the sealing industry. (P85) Buildings with functions supportive
of the industry, such as the machine shop ard equipment garage at the end of
Tolstoi Boulevard and the paint shop below on the sand (P86; P87) are consistent
in design ard materials with the seal processing buildings. All were constructed
in the 1930s. ’

Uphill from the industrial buildings and ranging on either side of the village
center are the orderly rows of housing for Aleut laborers. All houses face out

fram the hillside, owverlooking the historic killing grounds below. There are
thirteen houses of frame construction and similar design constructed between 1915
and 1935 (P91); nineteen concrete houses of a similar design to the frame houses
built between 1935 and 1955 (P92); and nine nearly identical houses with asphalt
siding built post-World War II. (P94) The order, repetition, and anonymity of

these houses serve to visually reinforce the company town character of the .
District.
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Below the village in Gorbatch Bay swim the seals of Reef Rookery. (PS9; P6Q)
Within the Historic District are nine rockeries and five old village sites. (M4)
Because Saint Paul is a volcanic island with little erosion over time and, until
recently, no development that was not related to the seal industry, the
landscapes remain relatively unchanged. Periodically, within recorded history,
the sea has reclaimed the narrow neck of land at Northeast Point, turning the
peninsula into an islard. The sand dunes around Big Lake shift, covering the
scoria and plank road with as much as three feet of sand. (M10) Otherwise,there
have been few changes over time in the landscapes of the Historic District.
Zapadni, Tolstoi, Reef, Kitovi and Lukanin Rookeries are similar black rock
beaches backed by low rocky cliffs covered with grasses and flowers. (P95; P96;
P97) Polovina, Polovina cliffs, and East arxd West Rookeries on the Northeast
Point sector are similar black rock beaches bordered by rising sand dunes dotted
with deep grasses. (pll5, P116) The adjacent killing grournds are readily
identifiable by the extremely lush vegetation fed by the slaughter. The old
. village sites of Vesolia Mista (AHRS XPI-016)(P99), and Zapadni (AHRS

XPI-007)(Pl0Ol; Pl02) are located within the District as well as the legendary
site of discovery at English Bay. (M9)

The two extant catwalks (of nine originally constructed) are contributing
structures, one at Reef Roockery (P95; P96; P97) and one at East and West
Rookeries. (P115; P116; P117) In the 1920s the U.S. Department of Cammerce
administrators constructed these catwalks over the rookeries to facilitate the
annual census of the seal herds. The design is simple: strategically placed
scaffolds with a wooden catwalk stretching from apex to apex. The ten foot high
walks are reached by climbing a ladder nailed to the side of the first scaffold.
Wooden railing along one side of the catwalk and a wire stretched along the other
serve as safety devices. They are in fair to poor condition..

Condition of Resources

Resource conditions vary widely in this Historic District. Buildings that retain
their historic functions or are valued by the community are in good condition.
Saint George the Great Martyr and Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Churches are
well maintained. However, within each are valuable books and icons that are in
need of specialized care and, in same instances, restoration. The King Eider
Hotel and the Saint George Hotel, as commercial enterprises, are well maintained
and recognized by the cammunities as historic assets. On the other end of the
spectrum are the buildings directly related to the sealing industry. Since
camnercial sealing ceased with the expiration of the North Pacific Fur Seal
. Convention in 1985, these buildings will no longer fulfill their historic
functions. Presently they are in a state of disrepair; same are in danger of
permanent loss. There is no camunity concensus on the historic value of these
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buildings, as exists for the churches and hotels. There are no local ordinances
or official protective management policies in effect for either historic
buildings or the old village sites. Same "potting" is occurring at known sites.
As new industries are developed to provide the econamic base needed to replace

the sealing industry, the District could be in real danger of losing its
integrity.

CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES
SAINT GEORGE ISLAND (Note: Lettering correspords to Map 3.)

Village Center: Administrative and Public buildings

Saint George the Great Martyr Church, 1936. (H) Listed on the Naticnal Register
of Historic Places. Significant objects within the Church include articles
dating to the previous nineteenth century Church: a chandelier, chalice and
crosses, 1845 (P19); five bells, 1875: a redwood cross fashioned fram wood from
the old church by Mr. Andronik Kashevaroff of Saint George. Ikons with
historical interest include “Saint Petroluman" from the old church and "Virgin
Mary" and "Our Lord Jesus Christ" worked by Father Theodosius. (P2l1) Handworked
altar cloths made by the wamen of Saint George date back fifty years (P18; P19).
This is only a representative sample of the treasures in this Church. The
building is well cared for on a routine basis but in need of structural repairs.

Campany House, 1930. (J) 56'0"x36'0". Three story, wood frame building with
horizontal siding and six-over-six windows. Upper floor: sleeping rooms and
bath (P26; P27); middle floor: sleeping roams, bath and library with built in
wood and glass bookcases, original books in place (P24; P25); ground floor:
kitchen and dining area. Recently, new wooden fire escapes were added, replacing
ladders nailed to the side of the building. Campany House was renamed Saint
George Roaming House in 1930 as the property of the Bureau of Fisheries; now
owned by Tanaq Corporation and used as a hotel

Cottages; ca. 1930s. (XK, L, M, N) One and one-half story cement bungalows

exactly alike. Originally hames for the agent, storekeeper, physician, and
schoolteacher. M was also the old hospital. Presently housing for NMMF personnel

and cammnity. (P30; P3l) .
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New Firehouse. (P) 20'3"x12'5". Wood frame with horizontal clapboard siding with
a bell tower rising from southwest corner. Remodeled as living quarters;
presently identified as Quarters No. 7.

New Firehouse. (Q) Wood frame with horizontal clapboard siding.

Cammercial Center:

Abandoned Pump House and Winch House, ca. 1951. (A, B) Two small buildings: A,
concrete and B, frame. Winch used to locad and unload materials ard boats at
townside dock. Severe beach erosion has undermined the foundations.

Plumbing and Electrical Shop, ca. 1951. (C) Two story, wood frame structure with
horizontal siding has severe structural deficiencies. Rebuilt after Saint George

fire of 1950. (P32)

Sealing Plant, 1951. (D) 128'9"X102'0". This camplex burned down in 1950 and
was rebuilt over the original foundation. A wood frame building with concrete
walls. Older methods of processing are reflected in this building and its extant
equipment: wash house, kench house with tables, brine tanks and blubbering house
(P38; P39), oooperage upstairs where same barrel staves remain. Skins were
placed in redwood vats with large metal waffle grates placed on top to hold them
down while they were flushed with sea water. These vats ramain in the wash house
as do the blubbering racks in the blubbering house. (P35; P36) The 12'X12' kench
tables, same still holding skins in salt for storage, are intact (P37). The
salting process was replaced by the newer brine process. Here skins were placed
in a redwood tank, agitated by a paddle wheel, hung to dry, packed in borax,
rather than salt, and then shipped to Fouke Campany. The extant redwood tank may
be the last of its kind. (P40: P4l) Cement tanks with slat boxes and a
re-designed paddle wheel replaced the redwood tank. (P42; P43) Presently National
Marine Fisheries (NMF) personnel are in the process of converting part of the
gourd floor into a laboratory with living quarters upstairs. Previously, NMF
personnel added same removable fencing in the wash house creating seal pens used
in conducting seal behavior experiments. Other than these changes to the
interior, which are consistent with is historic use, the seal processing facility
retains its historical integrity.

Machine Shop, 1948. (E) 44'0"X62'0". Concrete walls with reinforced steel, (not
“reinforced concrete"). Has a high gambrel roof. Presently a repair shop.
Similar in materials and design to the seal processing plant; good visual
integrity. (P44)
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Coal Shed, 1930s. (F) 80'X30'. Concrete walls up to fifteen feet high pocketed
into hillside, thus one side of the building is at grade near the eave line,
while the other side has full-height concrete walls. Most recently used for
storage. Needs structural repairs. (P45; P46)

Aleutian Bunkhouse, 1940. (G) 64'0"X20'3" Single story wood frame dwelling.
Originally housed Aleutian workers brought in for the seal harvest and
processing; presently the teacher's house. (P47)

Aleut Laborers’ Housing:

Housing on Saint George, in keeping with the campany town nature of the

comunity, came in two varieties: (I) Wood frame, one and one-half story with

gable roof and arctic entry; 1920s-1930s; (II) Same basic house type as (I), only
concrete; 1930s (only two of these built because St. George Island lacked gravel

for concrete); (III) larger frame houses, same basic type, all with green asphalt
siding; 1940s-1950s. .

Type I: 1,2,3,4,5,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,23,24

Type II: 4, 22
Type III: 31,32,34,35,36

Cammunity Hall, 1949. (0) Large frame structure with a double gable roof line.
Construction began in 1940 but was delayed by the evacuation of the islard in
1942. .

Non-Contributing Resources

Commercial Center: gas station; modern brick garage; Tanaq Fisheries; second
modern brick garage; powerhouse; four modular storage buildings.

Village Center: school; clinic; cambination city offices, store and warehouse;
house; NMF personnel apartments. :

Housing: three new modular hames; new hanes under construction.

Archecological Resources

Staraya Artil: (AHRS XPI-015) Russian, liberally translates “old association
for comon work."” Historic village site, reportedly one of the first Russian
settlements in the islands. (M2; PS51) .
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SATNT PAUL ISIAND (Note: Letters correspond to Map 5)

Village Center:

Administrative Buildings and Staff Residences

Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church, 1907. (A) Traditional building listed on
the National Register of Historic places. The 1907 church was built on the
foundations of the previous church, which was constructed in the mid-1800s.
Portions of the earlier church appear to have been incorporated into the new
buildings, as was custamary for both religious and practical reasons. The
iconostasis (the interior altar wall) and many of the icons and other articles
fram the nineteenth century church were installed in the 1907 building. The
church is well cared for and structurally sound, but subject always to the harsh
climate and limited funds for major repairs. (P63; P64; P65, P66; P67; P68; P69)

. Priest's House, 1929. (B) Frame structure with horizontal wood siding.
Horizontal gable roof with jerkinheads. Design is similar to Government House
across the churchyard. (P70)

Teacher's Houses, 1948. (C,D,E) Three houses exactly alike placed in a row.
One and one-half story cement bungalows with front sidewalks and sod yards.
Formally known as “Employees Houses," the group is informally known as "silk
stocking row." Presently one house is used by the tour guide in the summer; the
others are private hames. (P71; P72; P73; P74) .

Goverrment House, 1932. (F) Large frame building with cement foundation;
horizontal gable roof with cross gable ends; suffered interior fire damage in
1936. Presently used for apartments and business offices of the IRA Tribal
Council. (P75; P76)

Fisheries Office, 1930s. (G) Frame concrete building with jerkinheads and
cutside entrance to cellar or basement. Presently a tavern. (P77)

Campany House, 1923. (H) Three-story frame building with horizontal siding.
Sare modernization in 1932. Presently the King Eider Hotel. Upper floors are
sleeping rooms with central bath; main floor is the hotel lobby which was once
the library with built-in wooden shelves with glass doors. (P78)

Laundry, 1926. (I) Two-story cement building with horizontal gables.
. Originally used as a laundry for Comparny House; presently abandoned. (P79)
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Hospital, 1934. (J,K) Physician's house and dispensary (1929) and old hospital
(1934) joined by a modern addition (1974). J has a front stoop and dormers,

similar in design to Company House, and maintains the appearance of a residence.
K is a simple one story frame building. The addition is non-contributing. (P80)

Recreation Hall, 1948. (L) Replaced old recreation hall which burned in 1945.
Large two story frame building. Presently the offices of the City of Saint Paul.
(P81)

Theater, 1940s. (M) Single story wood frame building with a single gable roof
and horizontal siding; no windows. Originally a movie theater, then a dance
hall; presently abandoned. (P82)

Conmercial Center

Blubbering House, 1930s. (N) Frame building with horizontal clapboard siding; a .
Butler building type of addition runs perpendicular to and away from the
blubbering house. Presently used for storage. Needs structural repairs. (P83)

Kench House, 1930. 106'x 32' 10". Frame building with horizontal clapboard
siding. Building was lengthened in the 1930s. Originally the Xench house, then
drying shed (for drying seal skins); presently used for storage. Needs
structural repairs. (P83)

Boxing Shed, 1920s. (P) 160' 8" x 34' 6". Balloon framed, one and one-half
story, horizontal clapboard siding; same design and materials as Blubbering House
and Kench House. Building was lengthened in the 1930s. Originally a kench
house, later a barrel shed, presently storage. Needs structural repairs. (P83;
pP84)

Fouke Bunkhouse, 1932. (Q) Large frame building with horizontal siding of
similar design and materijals to other boam pericd buildings. Originally a
bunkhouse for sealing assistants, presently Tanadgusix Corporation (TDX) Building
and Hotel Annex. (P85)

Machine Shop. (R) Two-story, wood frame with large bow-string trusses. A ramp
built of rock leads to second floor storage. Originally machine shop, then fire
department, a non-campatible new addition joined the Machine shop and Equipment
garage in the 1980s. The new addition, which is neither the same material,

color, nor style as the two historic buildings it joins, does not destroy the
integrity of the two because of their obvious contrast and large size. (P86) .
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Equipment Garage, 1930s. (S) 100'X54' 6"; single-story wood frame building with
large bow string trusses; presently the tire shed.

Small frame structure. (T) May possibly be one of the houses constructed

pre-1918. Abandoned.

Paint Shop, 1930s. (U) 60'X28' 4"; wood frame shed with horizontal clapboard
siding, sawbuck doors, similar to boxing shed and kench house. Presently used
for the storage of paint and other highly flammable materials. Sand drifts form

around and in this building. (P87)

Six Car Garage, 1930s. (V) 73' 2"X28'; single-story wocd frame with horizontal
clapboard siding. Presently abandoned with sand drifts arcund and inside.

By-Products Plant, 1924. (W) Large frame structure with horizontal clapboard

. siding. Remodeled interior ard exterior in the 1930s; abandoned, reopened,

abandoned again, ard remodeled again; the interior was remodeled as recently as
the 1970s. Presently abandoned, it is in need of structural repairs.
By-products (products incidental to the fur seal industry) produced at one time
or another on Saint Paul include: fox food, dog team food, mink food, crab bait,
fertilizer, and oil. Between 1965 and 1975 a mink farmer removed old boilers to
install experimental freezing equipment. The exterior retains the historic
character of the 1930 seal processing building. (P88; P89)

Resident Aleut Laborers' Housing

Reflecting the campany town nature of the cammnity, houses on Saint Paul came in
three types: (I) 1920s through 1930s, one or one and one-half story frame with
horizontal wood siding, arctic entrance to one side, and side cellars; (P91)

(II) one and one~half story concrete with arctic entrance and side cellars;

(III) 1945-1950s. Larger one and one half story cement with green asphalt
siding. Same houses have small (10'X14") outbuildings which were originally
washhouses (1939); presently saunas or storage.

(I) Nos. 3, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 42, 48, 47(0), 46,
45(0), 44(0).
(II) Nos. 1,2,4,5,6(0),7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,41,40,39,38(0)},

37(0), 49.
(III) Nos. 53,54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61.
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Non-Contributing Resources

Village Center: school, "temporary building" housing church school, A-frame
shed; coffee shop; remodeled school district apartments; post office.

Commercial Center: coombination store, airline office, warchouse; carbination
hotel restaurant and Aleutian bunkhouse; metal storage building; gas station;
elephant hut; quonset hut; frame building hit by barge; storage building;
powerhouse; two storage buildings nearest to shore; ten storage tanks on
hillside; MMF buildings and apartments across Village Cove.

Housing: two teacher's houses next to school; bottam row and top row of new

ranch houses; house next to C, D, ard E; duplex arnd four cother houses belonging

to the old naval camplex; the old naval cammunications building; pastor's

residence and Assenbly of God Church; new subdivision on hillside east of town

under construction in the 1980s. .

Buildings outside the cammunity: dilapidated ice house at Ice Lane (Pl00);
dilapidated building at Webster Lake (P112); private residence at Webster Lake
(P108; P109) open plywood blinds at rookeries; enclosed viewing stand at Lukanin
Rookery.

Archeological resources: (Note: see map 4)

Zapadnie: (AHRS XPI-007) Twenty-three discernable pits on a consolidated
parabolic dune, measuring fram 15' x 12' to 18'-20' square, and two 35' x 15'
shallow rectangular pits surrourded by smaller pits. Soame pits may have been for
storage. Fourteen pits have discernable entrance passages. Three large pits
were interconnected by two lateral. passages (Pl0l; Pl02; Pl03).

School site: (AHRS-XPI-006) Thirteen ceramic sherds, one square nail and one
flenser were surface collected fram this location. Artifacts are accessioned to
University of Alaska Anchorage: UAA 83-3.

Webster Lake: (AHRS XPI-009) At least twenty-two house depressions situated on
two parabolic dunes. Midden consisting of sea mammal bones and historic debris
is exposed by extensive potting. Site was used prior to World War II as a
hunting and lockout (for walrus) camp (P110; Pl11l; P113; Pl114).

Polovina (Halfway Point}: (AHRS XPI-008) Eleven square to rectangular barabara
pits, measuring 12-18' on a side situated on a consolldated parabolic dune .
(P105).
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Lukanin Hill: (AHRS XPI-0Oll) Probable site disturbed by military use during
World War II and later. Historic debris, mammal bones, a bone projectile point,

and two fastened vertebrae were reportedly found (P99).

Vesolia Mista: (AHRS XPI-0l6) Russian, translates as a "happy place,” reportedly
located just northeast of Big Lake on northeast coast of island; reported one of
the first settlements on the island, position indicated by Elliott. Area covered

with blowing dunes (Pl06).
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. .. invention — Other {specity)
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

ITEM 8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sumary

The Seal Islands possess outstanding historical significance to the themes of
industry, conservation, and ethnic heritage. 1786-1959, the period of
significance, encampasses a consistent pattern of development, administration,
and concerns in the industry from discovery to Alaska statehood.

Discovered in the 1780s as the hame of the world's largest single herd of
marmmals, the northern fur seal, the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, the
Seal Islands, remain the primary site of the world's fur seal industry. This
industry generated conflict between nations and peoples for the last two hundred
years and dominated the islands fram discovery in 1786 until Alaska statehood in
1959. The islands were the major focus of international conservation
policymaking in its infancy late in the nineteenth century. The North Pacific
Sealing Conventicn of 1911 was a pioneering effort involving many years and four
great powers: the United States, Great Britian, Japan, and Russia. Campared to
the other international conservation treaties of the period, for example, the
Niagara Falls treaty, the Sealing Conwvention was the nost significant agreement
of its time. The controversy continues with the present turmoil surrounding the
expiration without renewal of the Northern Fur Seal Convention. The site is
associated as well with a unique chapter in the history of the Aleut pecple, the
hamogeneous permanent population of the islands and the lakor force of the fur
seal industry from its inception to its recent demise as a commercial enterprise.
Because the site is remote, the enviromment harsh, and the sealing industry, with
all its conflicts is still a pervasive presence, there is a unique sense of
historical cchesiveness on Saint Paul and Saint George Islands.

Historicel Context

It was the lure of furs, rather than empire, that enticed the pramyshlenniki, the
Russian equivalent of the American mountain men, eastward across the expanse of

the Russian frontier in Siberia, Kamchatka and into the Bering Sea. Between 1743
and 1780 this advance progressed along the Aleutian Chain involving as many as
forty-two different fur companies and over one nundred voyages. In the 1780s a

new era in the history of the Russian fur trade began. Grigorii Ivanovich

Shelikov and Ivan Golikov had the imagination to envision, through the .

establishment of permanent settlements under their fur campany, a colonial
structure. In 1788 Tsarina Cathrine II rewarded their vision with a sword and a
medal of recognition. (1) :

See Continuation page l6.



NPS Form 10-900-8 OME No. [024-0018
Expires 10=31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number 8 Page 16

In 1786 and 1787, after years of searching the fogs of the Bering Sea, Gerasim
Pribilov of the Lebedev-lLastochkin Fur Campany discovered and named the legendary
uninhabited seal islands: Saint George and Saint Paul. The first two seasons
the Campany established crews of one hundred thirty-seven promyshlenniki and
native Aleuts from Unalaska and Atkha in the Aleutian Islards. They built
barabaras, partially underground sod huts, establishing hunting villages at
Zapadni, Staraya Artil, and Garden Cove on Saint George Island and on the south
shore of Saint Paul Island. In the following seasons rival fur campanies
established Maroonitch on the north shore and Vesolia Mista in the sand dunes
near Big Lake on Saint Paul Island. Because of this campetition, the
Lebedev-Lastochkin Campany established hunting villages at Polovina and Zapadni.
In 1799 the Campany, now the Russian American Company, received more substantial
royal recognition when Tsar Paul issued a twenty year charter granting them
monopoly rights to the Colony. This eliminated campetition and with it the need
for so many hunting villages. The people of Saint Paul were all drawn together
for "econamy and warmth" at Polovina. The present site of the village of Saint
George was chosen as "the best place, geographically, for the business of
gathering the skins and salting them down".(2) This began a pattern of
settlement and development daminated by the concerns of the fur seal industry.

The Campany continued to administer the Colony through the First Charter,
1799-1819, the Second Charter, 1821-1842, and the Third Charter, 1842-1867.
Exploitation of the resource was the first and only consideration during the
period of discovery and settlement. ILater, after the turn of the eighteenth
century, during the period of the First Charter, Nikolai Petrovich Rezanov, heir
to Shelikov's Campany and vision, tempered this singleminded dedication to profit
through establishment of permanent settlements, churches, schools--in short, the
Russian-American Colony.

In 1867 the Russian government sold the Russian-American Colony to the United
States of America. Through the Army, the War Department administered Alaska fram
the purchase in 1867 until 1877, except for the Seal Islands, which were declared
a special reservation for govermmental purposes and placed under the control of
the Department of Treasury. Consistent with American laissez~-faire econamic
principles in 1870, the govermment granted the Alaska Conmercial Company a twenty
year lease for the exclusive rights to the resources of the Seal Islands.

Between 1877 and 1884 the Navy and Customs Office administered Alaska. In 1884
“An Act Providing a Civil Government for Alaska" provided for the Presidential
appointment of a Governor and for a district court and officials. But the Seal
Islands remained under the control of private enterprise. In 1890 the North
American Commercial Campany won the lease over the seal industry and the
administration of the islands.
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In 1912 "A Bill to create a Territorial Legislature in the Territory of Alaska,
to confer legislative powers thereon and for other purposes” established a
territorial form of government that lasted until statehood in 1959. The Pribilof
Islands were again an exception. In 1903 the administration of the “"seal
islands" was transferred fram the Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of
Camerce and Labor, who placed the islands under the direct control of the
Camissioner of Fisheries in 1908.(3) The 1910 Fur Seal Act ended the private
lease system and placed the Pribilofs under the jurisdiction of the Federal
goverrment. The Department of Commerce and Labor and its Bureau of Fisheries
were responsible for the seal industry. In 1940 the Bureau of Fisheries was
removed from Cammerce and placed in the Department of Interior. The Camissioner
of Fisheries continued responsibility for the islands. In the post-war years
management was transferred to the Seattle office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.(4) In 1958 the industry was considered important enough that the
Federal Government retained scvereignty over the Pribilof seals, agreeing to pay
the new State of Alaska seventy per cent of the net proceeds from the seal
industry. But the islands became part of the new State of Alaska and the old .
pattern of administration disappeared.

Industry

The fur seal industry itself was the most profitable fur resource for the
Russians. During the First Charter fur exports fram the colonies were: fur
seals, 1,232,274; sea otters, 72,894; beaver tails, 59,530; and blue polar foxes,
36,362. During the Third Charter the depleted herds still yielded 277,788 fur
seals from Saint Paul and 31,923 fur seals from Saint George. (6) At the time of
the Purchase the seal herds were considered the only resource of real econamic
value in the territory. (7) This industry alone repaid the American government
many times over the purchase price of Alaska. During the tenure of the Alaska
Camercial Campany the seal industry yielded annual profits to the U.S.
Government alone of $2,500.000. As an international industry, the profits
extended fram the campany to the European fashion industry that purchased the
processed pelts at London auctions. (8) The North Pacific Sealing Convention of
1911 mandated a moratorium on sealing that eliminated the entire industry until
after World War I.

In the 1920s the sealing industry boomed. As a result of the moratorium the

herds increased dramatically in size. In 1921 catwalks were built, nine on Saint
Paul and one on Saint George, to facilitate the seal census. The Bureau of

Fisheries in the Department of Commerce reported 581,443 animals of all ages. (9)

In 1923 15,920 animals were killed with 10,000 males reserved as breeders. In

1930 the Cammissioner of Fisheries reported herd population at 971,527, much .
smaller than the millions reported in the nineteenth century, yet sales reported



OMB No. 1024~-0018
Expires 10-3)1-87

NPS Form 10-900-2
o8

United States Department of the Interior -
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet item number 8

still neared the $1,000,000.00 mark. (11} The pattern that followed over the
next decade was an increase in the number of animals taken and a decrease in the
number of breeders retained. By 1940 the yearly kill quota had increased four
times while the breeder group, which had decreased twenty percent by 1929, was
simply reported as "sufficient reserve for breeding.” (12) During the 1940s the
annual yield of sealskins leveled off. By 1952 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Biologists determined that the herd had reached, or was near, its peak of
development numbering 1,500,000 animals. (13) The herds of the Pribilof Islands
camprise about 85% of the world's fur seals. In 1967 the industry was still
profitable; the seal skins fram the Pribilofs sold for $2,839,682. (14) Bowever,
the industry essentially disappeared when the Northern Fur Seal Convention
expired without renewal in 1985.

Conservation

Conservation measures for the seal herds began early in the Russian periocd of
Alaskan History. 1In 1803 and again in 1805 the Board of Directors of the Russian
American Campany ordered a temporary halt on the fur seal catch. Oversupply of
furs caused the first order. 1In 1803 280,000 fur seal pelts were taken while
500,000 were still in warehouses. Rezanov, who issued the second order upon his
visit to inspect the islands, reported to Tsar Paul that while the seal herds
seemed large, there.were "only a tenth as many as there used to be," as more than
a million seal skins had been taken on the islands. (15) This was the first
attempt to apply conservation principles to the seal harvest. The hunters and
Alexander Andreevich Baranof, colonial manager, paid little or no heed to the
orders. During the Third Charter, 1844-1861, the Campany considered conservation
measures successful. During this period the Campany tried to refine and define
established procedures. The Campany sent an experienced hunter to Saint Paul
Island "to teach the method of closed seasons employed on the Cammander Islands”
in hopes of saving the seal herds from extinction. (16)

After the American Purchase, the recipient of the monopoly rights to the islands
was to maintain the successful conservation measures applied by the Russian
American Campany. A sealing census determined the yearly quota of skins. Henry
Elliott, naturalist and Special Treasury Agent with a cammission to study
wildlife fram the Smithsonian Institute, estimated the herds in 1872 at 4,700,000
animals. The Alaska Cammercial Company harvested 150,000 seals per year at an
annual yield of $2,500,000. (17) This was double the haravest during the Third
Charter of the Russian-American Campany. The North American Cammercial Campany
maintained the harvest quota established in the 1870s even though it became clear
that Elliott's estimates were wildly exaggerated. By 1909, the end of the
contract system, there were only 130,000 seals left. (18)
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High profits from a resource that required little effort to exploit —it neither
had to be fed, dug up, nor sought out — attracted international interest, as
well. The depletion, often to the point of extinction, of cther seal herds
turned the focus of the world's fur seal industry on the islands of Saint George
and Saint Paul. The result was an international conservation interest. While
the land harvest certainly had a detrimental effect on the size of the herds,
there was an even greater danger. Pelagic sealing, the taking of seals at sea,
began in 1868. By the 1890s citizens of the United States, Great Britain, then
Canada, Japan, and Russia manned pelagic sealing fleets in the north Pacific.
Pelagic sealing was most dangerous to herd size, as only females range out to sea
to feed from the rookeries. Each female killed at sea represented in reality the
loss of three seals; the female herself; the pup she carried, as females were
impregnated within days of giving birth; and the pup left on shore, since a
female will only feed her own pup. The land harvest method limited the kKill to
bachelor seals, three or four year old non-breeding males.

The Paris Tribunal of 1893 was the first in a series of international conferences .
to prevent the extermination of the northern fur seal. In 1897 the United States
outlawed pelagic sealing by U.S. citizens. In the same year she hosted a joint
conference in Washington, D.C. Russia and Japan accepted, but Great Britain

declined to attend while agreeing to attend a Fur Seal Experts Conference held
concurrently. In 1906 the probelm exploded when Japanese citizens were killed

while poaching seals in the Pribilofs. (19) In this year of excesses, President
Theodore Roosevelt threatened to purposely exterminate the herds if same

agreement could not be reached. But diplamatic wheels turn slowly; it wasn't

until May 5, 1911, that a quadrapartite conference became a reality.

The Nerth Pacific Sealing Convention of 1911, the result of the quadrapartite
conference, was "a major victory for the conservation of natural resources, a
signal triumph for diplomacy, and a landmark in the history of internmational
cooperation.” (20) As a conservation measure, the Convention prohibited pelagic
sealing by citizens of the signatory nations, campensating their governments with
a percentage of the land harvest. The Convention confirmed the principle that
the countries owning rookeries had the right to control the land harvest. The
Treaty was for fiteen years and "as long thereafter as it should remain
undenounced by one or more signatories.” (21) The Treaty actually remained in
effect, except for a period during World War II, until 1985 when it expired
without renewal.

The Convention marked a new age in American diplamacy. It was one of the
earliest appeals to a head of state, foreshadowirkyy President Woodrow Wilson's
personal diplamacy at the close of World War I. President William H. Taft broke
a conference deadlock by sending a personal appeal to the Emperor of Japan. (22)
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The Convention was a landmark in the history of intermational cooperation. The
Treaty mandated research. It created a Standing Scientific Cammittee which met a
week before the Sealing Camission in order to exchange data. Through
cooperation and shared research the body of knowledge of the northern fur seal is
the most camplete of all marine mammals. It was, and still is, used as a model
for other species of marine mammals. (23) Through its mandate for research and
cooperation in the sciences, the Convention not anly stood as a landmark in
international conservation policy making, but was instrumental in increasing the
world's body of knowledge.

The North Pacific Sealing Convention remained in effect until World War II. Fram
1942 to 1957 the fur seals were protected by a provisional agreement between the
' United States and Canada. In 1957 a new interim North Pacific Fur Seal
| Convention was concluded between Canada, Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist
. Republics, and the United States, which remained in effect until 1985 when it
expired without renewal. For all practical purposes the cammercial sealing
industry ended with the expiration of the treaty. Sealing is no longer the
primary concern cn Saint Paul and Saint George Islands. Cammunity leaders on
both islands are working to establish a diversified econcmic base. Development
on Saint Paul Island includes the oil indusstry, tourism, and fisheries. Saint
George is constructing a boat harbor and marine repair facility at Zapadni, and
Tanaq Corporation is involved in fisheries and a limited tourist industry. The
seals no longer control the islands as they did throughout the period of
significance.

Ethnic Heritage

The resident Aleut laborer was a constant element in the fur seal industry.
Russian and American administrators alike imported Aleuts from the Aleutian Chain
to these uninhabited islands for the sole purpose of harvesting and processing
the fur seals. Attentive to the linguistic affiliation of the native peoples,
Russian administrators moved "Atka (central dialect) speakers to Medni Island...
ardd in establishing the Pribilof community they drew primarily upon members of
the Fox Island district (eastern dialect) forming dialect islolates." (24)
Administrators determined the size of the population by the number of hunters and
support staff needed to harvest the seals and selected village locations because
of proximity to the rookeries.

established permanent villages on Saint Paul and Saint George Islands. The
Campany supported a teacher and built a school house on each island. It assumed
responsibility for the construction of churches and hospitals in the colony as

. During the Second Charter of the Russian American Campany, 1821-1842, the Company
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well. Beginning in 1861 the Campany administered the two islands separately.

The Russian language and the Russian Orthodox Church became integral parts of
Aleut life. Russian names were uniformly adopted, particularly with the rite of
baptism. A high degree of cammunity stability is indicated by the localization
of family names among the three dialect isolates. Of 158 different Aleut family
names, 144 are uniquely localized. In other words, of 158 family names, 144 are
not shared between the dialect isolates and 14 are shared. (25)

In 1819 the first Russian Orthodox Church was built out of driftwood on Saint
Paul when the population of the Pribilof Islands was 27 Russian males, 188 Aleut
males, and 191 Aleut females. In 1824 the Pribilofs were placed under the
auspices of Bishop Veniaminoff, later canonized Saint Innocent. In 1825 the
Campany abandoned the Polovina site and moved to the present City of Saint Paul,
as it was considered "best to load and unload ships". (26) A church was erected
in the new village. In 1833 the Campany built the first church on Saint George
Island. The Aleut people embraced Russian Orthodoxy as their own. Years later a
U.S. Treasury Agent reported that there was a large church on Saint Paul, and a
smaller one on Saint George. The priest, formerly supported by the Russian
American Campany, beginning with the lease period and thereafter was supported by
the "pious donations of the natives". (27)

The end of the Russian period marked the beginning of a process of .
Americanization. Upon taking possession after the sale in 1867 and the winning
of the lease in 1870, the Alaska Cammercial Campany, with the support of the
Special Treasury Agent, destroyed barabaras on both islands, as they were
considered unhealthy. The Campany furnished material for above ground American
style frame houses lined with tar paper, painted, and furnished with a wood stove
and outhouse. The streets were laid out with the “foundations of habitations
reqgularly plotted there on". In 1881 the Agent reported the "last building
erected under Russia demolished". (28)

In 1890 when the Alaska Commercial Campany lost its lease to the North American
Cammercial Campany the Schedule of Property on Saint Paul and Saint George

Islands filed by the Campany included on Saint Paul: one large dwelling house,

one store building (retail), two village store buildings, one barn and stable,

one old warehcuse, (fishouse) one village salt house, one cove salt house, one

large new warehouse, one paint warehouse and wharf, one physicians hame ard
dispensary, one schoolhouse and furniture, sixty-three native houses, one

Northeast Point salt house, one Northeast Point Webster House, one salt house at .
Half-way Point [Polovina], one ice house, and one chicken house. Reported on
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Saint George: twenty-one native houses, one dwelling house, with furniture,
household effects, library, cne store building, one warehouse and shop, wal
storehouse, a slat house at Zapadnie and dwelling. (29)

Under the lease system the Company paid the Aleuts a piece rate, averaging about
40 or 50 cents a skin during the 1890s, equalling about three percent of the
harvest. Beginning in 1894, Congress appropriated $19,500 annually for all but a
year as a poverty reduction measure. During the moratorium, dictated by the
Sealing Convention of 1911, the Aleut people were left without a cash income.
Foreseeing the problem, the Convention also designated the United States
Department of Cammerce and its Bureau of Fisheries responsible for the welfare of
the Aleut peocple. As a result, the Aleuts were paid in supplies from the
govermment store and in coal. Work classification determined the amount an
individual received with fixed amounts set for children, widows, teenagers, and
the elderly. The anly cash payments made to Aleuts were for labor cn the Naval
radio station on Saint Paul as the seal industry was the sole economic base for
. the islands. With the end of the moratorium and the econcmic stimulus of World
War I the seal harvest began again in 1918, and Aleut laborers were paid wages,
supplies, and services kesed upon their position in the harvest and processing.

Administrators, whether private or public, also were responsible for housing and
capital goods on the islands. In this way, conditions for the people and of the
buildings that they 'lived and worked in were dependent upon the seal industry. A
boom in the industry was accompanied by a building boom on both islands. In 1925
the Special Agent reported concrete walls poured for "white dwellings” on Saint
George. (30) The following year these dwellings were lettered, and in 1939
fences and cement sidewalks were built around them. In 1927 the Agent reported
"a new native village laid over top of the old village." Each house was torn
down and replaced in turn. In 1928 these houses were numbered. Construction of
new houses continued intermittently throughout the pericd of significance. 1In
1933 the Agent reported electricity installed in native homes.

There were many large building projects as well between 1926 and 1940: 0ld
Government House torn down; The Saint George Rooming House built; a new barnm,
salt house; accamodations for married employees; a garage; a warehouse at
Zapadni in both 1933 amd 1938, a new school, a watchhouse at Staraya Artil, a
building for electrical power and oold storage, an extension to the garage, the
new Saint George the Great Martyr Russian Orthodox Church, a bunkhouse for
natives, and a new Camunity Hall begun in 1940 but not campleted until after
World War II.

. The building boom followed much the same pattern on Saint Paul Island. In 1928
the Special Agent reported “Native houses numbered."” In the following years he
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reported intermittent construction of new native dwellings of poured concrete.
Between 1930 and 1939, the Agent reported a building boom: an extension to the
blubbering house, an electrical plant and cold storage building, new Govertment
House, the placement of sod around the dispensary and hospital, sod and concrete
sidewalks around the three white cottages, a bunkhouse for sealing assistants, a
garage, salt house extension, nine outside laundry houses, new school, new
recreation hall, a watchhouse at Marccnitch, a road to East Landing and Reef
Rookery, a road to Northeast Point and Zapadni.

Cn June 3 ard 4, 1942, the Japanese bombed Dutch Harbor and Unalaska Islard in
the Aleutian Chain. On June 7th Japanese landed on the Aleutian Islands of Kiska
and Attu. On June 14 the Special Agent on Saint Paul received orders to prepare
to evacuate the entire population of Saint Paul Island within twenty-four hours.
The Navy removed Saint Paul Aleuts to an abandoned cannery at Funter Bay on
Admiralty Island in Scutheast Alaska and Saint George Aleuts to an old mine site
across the bay from the cannery. They remained there, except for a sealing crew
sent back in 1943 ard individuals who found work in Scutheast Alaska, for the .
duration. In the decade following World War II the Pribilofs became a voting
district, had scheduled air service, a post office, and Pribilof Aleuts joined
the Alaska Native Brotherhood. A sense of community was encouraged by the new
administrative system that came with statehocd. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service retained control over the seals of the islands, but not the labor force.

The people of the Saint Paul and Saint George share a camon ancestry with the
Aleutian Aleut people. Their heritage is Aleut, characterized by a "fundamental
aombination of self-sufficiency and cooperation (that) has led to long term
durability of Aleut communities, to many persistencies, and to their ability to
adapt to new and difficult circumstances.” Village organization is Aleut, having
made a "smooth transition from the “headman" or head men of pre-Russian times,
through the system of First, Second and Third Chief practiced during Russian
occupation, to the President, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer of today."
(31) Their family names and religion have Russian rcots. Even today, religious
services are still conducted in three languages: Aleut, Russian, and English.
Their developing econamy is international as diversification brings the oil and
fishing industries to the islards.

The people of Saint George and Saint Paul share one characteristic that sets them
apart from other Aleut people. The Pribilof Aleuts have had a much shorter life
expectancy. While "life expectancy during the Russian period is, on the average
greater than both Aleutian and Pribilof Aleuts under American rule ... Aleutian
Aleuts living fram 1867 to 1946 have, on average, enjoyed a greater life
expectancy at all ages than the average for Pribilof Aleuts.” Wwhile there is an
unusually high instance of infant mortality among the Pribilof Aleuts, evidence
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shows that "the magnitude of the difference is slightly reduced with increasing
age, hut always in substantial favor of the Aleutian Aleut." (32) Research has
determined no precise cause for this pheromenon, but does suggest that “the

differences must be considered to reflect environmental conditions” rather than

genetic differences. (33)

The consistent elements throughout the period of significance are the dominance
of the fur seal industry in island life, the international concern for
conservation of the herds, and the management of the Aleut people as a lator
force. All these elements persisted past mid-century despite the disruptions of
World War II. While the Aleut people were evacuated to Funter Bay for the
duration, sealing teams were brought back to the islands for the harvest. After
the war, when the Aleut people were returned to the Pribilofs, life began again
in the same patterms.

Historic conditions that govermed the industry were not changed by World War II.
The change was a gradual process occasioned by new international concerns about
the industry, Alaska statehood, arnd new conditions of island life.

International concerns about the sealing industry changed in the 1950s from
protecting the seals fram pelagic hunts to a commitment to modern scientific
research necessary to determine the effect of the seal herds on commercial
fisheries. In 1950, ‘Mr. Thampson fram the Cammittee on Merchant Marine and
Fisheries explained that the purpose of the amendment to the 1944 act of
entitlement to the 1942 Fur Seal agreement was to appropriate funds in order to:
extend protection to other marine mammals; extend govermment control to the by-
products of the seal industry and the harvest of any cother animal rescurces of
the islands; and to provide for "the maintenance and care of the native
irhabitants.” This purpcse was well within the spirit of the original 1911
Convention. The 1957 multilateral Interim Conventicn on Conservation of North
Pacific Fur Seals was a new departure. The objective of the new Convention was to
sustain the herds at a level that allowed the greatest harvest "with due regard
to their relation to the productivity of other living marine resources of the
area." Scientific research was the key element. By directive, the subject of
research included the age, mortality, migration routes, and the "extent to which
the food habits of fur seals affect commercial fish catches and the damage fur
seals inflict on fishing gear." The Convention established the North Pacific Fur
Seal Cormission to implement research ard make recormendations for controls. This
objective was not in the conservation and preservation spirit of the original
1911 Conventicn, rather it was concerned with the effect of the seals on the
. cormercail fishing industry.
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Elements of charge in Alaska, coupled with the inheremt change that occurs when a
territory becomes a state, affected the administration of the islands and island
life when Alaska statencod came in the 1950s. Section 6 (e) of the Alaska
Statehood Act of July 7, 1958 awarded the state of Alaska seventy percent of the
net proceeds of the Pribilof seal industry. The new state legislature enijoined
the federal government, who still controlled the harvest, to bring Aleut wages to
the state minirmmm. In 1959 the federal govermment abolished its fisheries office
in Alaska. While the Aleut people remained the singular labor force for the
industry, island life changed throughout the 19508 as well. Islanders became
active in the Alaska Native Brotherhood and worked to alleviate their disparate
condition. The people of Saint Paul and Saint George shared with the rest of
Alaska the am, and the changes that came with it, in the 1950s. Their
relationship with the federal administrators changed as the Aleut people assumed
more contrel of their political and private lives. The Special Agent for the
islands made his last entry into his daily log in 1960. A unique era in American
labor history came to an end.

CRITERIA EXCEPTION: .

Structures huilt between 1942 and 1960 are deemed to have exceptional
significance, although they are not all fifty years old. The sealing processes
and social structure on the islands remained virtually unchanged fram the pre-war
period, so that the functions and configurations of the newer buildings, whether
housing or comercial, were the same as in the 1920s-1930s. The Department of
Interior even maintained the old pattern of constructing new buildings an the
foundations of the old. The equipment in the 1950s seal processing plant on Saint
Cecrge reflects the early methods of processing with its kench tables, blubbering
racks, and the rare redwood brine tank. Although there is no single event or date
to mark the terminus of the historic period, by 1960 the historic conditions no
longer exclusively determine the course of the industry or island life.

NHL. NAME:

Saint George and Saint Paul Islands have had many names. Seal Islands is. the one
name that has been consistently used from the days before discovery when tales
were told about mythical fog shrouded islands in the Bering Sea, through the
American period on both official documents and by such spokesmen as Henry
Elliott, to an Academy Award winning Disney film in the 1950s. The present
desicrazion of Fur Seal Rookeries 1s too narrow to reflect the rich history of
the industry, the seals, and the people. Seal Islarnds is the rost historically
xcnsistent and the name which best reflects the character of the National

Historic Landrmark. .
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary includes the cammunities, rookeries with adjacent killing
grounds, and old village sites that have historically been associated
with the sealing industry, the conservation of the herds, and the Aleut
people. Sections of the islands are excluded fram the District because
they were not essential to the industry or development has destroyed

visual integrity.
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Fort Durham

New Russia

Bering Expedition Landing Site
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0ld sSitka

0l1d sSitka National Historic Landmark commemorates the first
European settlement in the Alexander Archipelago and an
incident in Russian-Native relations. 1In July of 1778, in order
to check international trade competition, Alexander Baranov,
Chief Manager of the Russian American Company, met with local
Tlingit Chiefs to obtain cession of the site for a new post. Only
a barabara was on the Starriagavin River site when the Russians
constructed Redoubt St. Archangel Michael. It consisted of
several log buildings surrounded by a fort wall when, in June of
1802, a Tlingit attack destroyed the Redoubt. The Russians
reestablished at Sitka and the site became known as 0l1d Sitka.
In 1934-1935 archeologists excavated a portion of the site,
determined the locations of some Russian buildings and recovered
many artifacts. Erosion and extensive construction activity has
destroyed much of the area excavated. In 1966, the State built a
wayside on the site. It is now operated as a unit of the Alaska
State Park System open for year-round use.
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American Flag Raising Site

American Flag Raising Site National Historic Landmark sits on a
sixty-foot rock outcropping near the edge of Sitka harbor. On
October 18, 1867, amid cheers, tears, and cannon salute,
officials met to lower the Russian flag and raise the American at
the flagstaff in front of Governor's House on Castle Hill. Since
1804 Russians had occupied the former Tlingit "knootlian" site
where four principal houses were located. From its construction
in 1837 until it Dburned in 18%4, Governor's House remained the
scene of government operations under both flags. In 1900 the U.S.
Department of Agriculture constructed a building on site. After
its demolition in 1955 the grassy site with Russian cannons
displayed was maintained as a Territorial Park. On July 4, 1959,
under the Constitutional proviso that design change to the
American flag goes into effect on the 4th of July following
ratification of the admission of a new state, the first official
raising of the new flag occasioned by Alaska statehood took place
at the American Flag Raising site. Today the site is maintained
as a State Historic Site.
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Artist's sketch of original Beaver.

Fort Durham

Fort Durham was one of three locations (the others were Fort
Stikine at Wrangell and Fort Yukon at the confluence of the Yukon

-~#8nd Porcupine rivers) established in Russian America by the

Hudson's Bay Company. As such, it represents the British role in
the great struggle between England, the United States, and the
Russian Empire for control of the North Pacific fur trade. Fort
Durham was built under provisions of a lease negotiated between
the Russian American Company and the Hudson's Bay Company. The
lease gave the British firm contrel of a ten-mile wide strip of
Russian Alaska from 54 degrees 40 minutes North to Cape Spencer
on Cross Sound. Fort Durham was erected during June to August
1840 about 25 miles south of the present day town of Juneau. The
stockaded post served as a trading point for the Hudson's Bay
Company until the spring of 1843, After that, the company
abandoned the fort in favor of yearly visits to the area by its
trading ship, Beaver. There are no surface remains at the Fort .
Durham site. Archaeological evidences of the trading post were
discovered in 1975.
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New Russia

New Russia, outside Yakutat, represents a pivotal incident in
Russian-Tlingit relations. Russian fur traders established the
site in 1796 as a link between the fur trading center of Kodiak
to the north and the rapidly southward moving sea otter which
they were pursuing to near extinction. The stockaded settlement
developed into a fur-trading post, a small ship yard, and a port
of call for vessels traveling from northern areas to the Russian
post that was established at sitka in 1799. Despite its value,
New Russia created much misunderstanding between Tlingits and
Russians. In 1805 the Natives, believing that the Russians had
violated the terms under which they had been .allowed to build
their outpost, attacked and burned the Russian stockade. As late
as 1822, the Russian American Company was not able to conduct a
census at Yakutat. Aside from intermittent geographers' visits,
permanent foreign intrusions did not occur in the area until the
late nineteenth century. There are no surface remains at the New
Russia site, although artifacts have been recovered there over
the years. Extensive archaeological testing was carried out

. there in 1978.
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Bering Expedition Landing Site

The Bering Expedition Landing Site, located on Kayak Island about
200 miles southeast of Anchorage, commemorates the scene of the
first scientific investigation in northwestern North America.
The expedition, under Captain-Commander Vitus Bering, culminated
a series of Russian attempts to determine if the Asian and North
American continents were Jjoined. St. Peter, Bering's ship,
reached Kayak Island on July 20, 1741 (Julian calendar) after a
47-day voyage from from Avacha Bay on Siberia's Kamchataka
Peninsula. Landings were made on Kayak Island and nearby Wingham
Island. Georg Wilhelm Steller, the ship's surgeon and
naturalist, landed on Kayak Island. He spent ten hours
exploring, making collections, and recording his observations.
These observations were preserved in his Jjournal and later
published. The approximate location of the landing site has been
reconstructed from ship's logs and Steller's observations. No
physical remains of the 1741 visit have been found on Kayak
Island.

285






Three Saints Site

Three Saints Site, located about 75 miles southwest of the City
of Kodiak on Kodiak Island, was the location of one of the first
permanent Russian settlements in North America. Fur trader
Gregorii Shelikhov and his wife Natal‘fia arrived there in August
of 1784 with three ships. After fighting a sharp battle with
Kodiak Natives, the Russians buillt a trading post that included
several small houses and commercial buildings. By the'time
Shelikhov returned to Siberia in May 1786, Three Saints had
become the principal Russian settlement in North America. It
remained so until about 1793 when the focus of Shelikhov's
Alaskan operations moved to the site of the present day City of
Kodiak. Three Saints was not abandoned, however. Later records
refer to church construction in 1796, "warehouses full of furs"
in 1800, and an extant settlement in 1803. It was listed as a
populated point as late as 1867 when Russia transferred its
Alaskan interests to United sStates jurisdiction. But Three
Saints was deserted as Russian fur-trading company employees left
after the 1867 transfer. It was not resettled by the Americans
who came to Alaska, although a Native village remains in the
vicinity. Archaeological investigations in 1962 found two
cultural components at Three Saints. The first component was a
rich prehistoric one that defined a significant phase of Eskimo
prehistory. The second consists of remains of the trading post
founded by the Russians in 1784.
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Sitka Spruce Plantation

The Sitka Spruce Plantation on the naturally treeless Aleutian
Island of Amaknak is the oldest recorded afforestation project on
the North American continent. The project reflects the Russian
interest in developing the Aleutian Islands and making them, as
well as all Russian america, more self-sufficient. 1In 1805
Nikolai Rezanov ordered the shipment of seedlings from Sitka to
Unalaska. By the time of Bishop Veniaminov's visit in 1834, a
grove of 24 trees survived on the island of Amaknek in Unalaska
Bay. The plantation failed to supply the timber needed for the
area, but six trees still stand as testimony to the experiment.
The trees of up to 36 feet in height remain in a small city park
maintained in the community of Dutch Harbor. Around the older
trees are seedlings and young trees, a playground and a
pond.
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