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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Scope:

Section 120 (a) of Public Law 96-199 directed the Secretary of the Interior
"to conduct a survey of sites which he deems exhibit qualities most appro-
priate for the commemoration of each former President of the United States.”

The scope of the study, as defined by the Law

may include sites associated with the deeds, leadership,
or lifework of a former President, and it may identify
gites or structures historically unrelated to a former
President but which may be suitable as a memorial to
honor such President.*

This report has been prepared in response to the cited legislation and
discussion with the staff of the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

The study incorporates descriptions of all National Parks, National Memorials,
and National Historic Landmarke closely associated with the former Chief Exec-
utives, as well as information on many properties that have not been granted
national historic recognition, and data on important structures that no longer
stand. The latter categories of properties are included to permit a general
survey of each President's career and to place in context those Presidential
sites and structures that have achieved the national designations.

This report makes no recommendations for further study under Section 120(b)

of the Law, which provides that the Secretary may undertake further studies

of properties identified im the inventory for potential addition to the National
Park System as National Historic Sites. The Secretary may subsequently address
that responsibility in a separate document.

Organization:

National Parks, National Memorials, and Natiomal Historic Landmarks associated
with the Presidents are listed in the Table that follows this introduction.

" Some properties included have relationships to the institution of the

Presidency or to many Presidents, but the majority commemorate individual

Presidents. -

Descriptions of the Nationmal Parks, National Memorials, and National Historic
Landmarks appear in the inventories of properties associated with each
President that make up the greatér part of the report. Also forming a part

* The full text of the relevant Section of Public Law 96-199 appears at the
end of this Introduction. . )
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of these inventories are data on the properties and sites that lack these
designations. Regardless of their administrative affiliations and levels of
national recognition, all properties associated with each President are drawn
together to form a comsolidated treatment of his career.

Nationally important properties associated with the institution of the Presidency
and to which many Presidents are related are described im a separate section
preceding the individual Presidential inventories. Further explanatory notes
appear at the point in the text where the inventories begin.

Characterization of Presidential Properties:

An extraordinarily diverse collection of structures and sites have significance
in relation to the Chief Executives. The full spans of their lives, both before
and after theilr Presidential terms, are represented in the inventory. A number
of the properties are widely known international shrines, such as the Lincoln
Home, Mount Vernmon, and the Lincoln, Jefferson, and Washington Memorials in
Washington, D.C.; others, even some of those under National Park Service
jurisdiction, are little known, such as the Franklin D. Roosevelt Stone at

9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington, D.C., and Hoover's
fishing camp on the Rapidan River within Shenandoah National Park. Many of

the lesser known places are poorly documented, or, as in the case of Jackson's
and Taylor's birthplaces, their identity is disputed.

The inventoried properties date from the birth of George Washington in 1732
to the present homes of the living past Presidents, and are spread over
many parts of the Nation., Virginia and Ohio ("the mothers of Presidents")
have large concentrations. There are also substantial numbers in New York,
Massachusetts, California, Tennessee, Illinois, and Washington, D.C., and
lesser numbers in other States.

Examples of the types of properties included are: birthplaces, boyhood homes,
wedding sites, law and other professional offices, locations of military service,
sites of Inaugurations and Inaugural Balls, official residences, Presidential
retreats and private vacation homes, places of death, sites of burial, and
memorials. The representative sites in all these categories differ dramatically
in character and in state of preservation. The Presidents have lodged in or
used log cabins, mansions, apartment house, farms, roominghouses, and even
quonset huts and tents. ‘

Public and scholarly interest has tended to focus on a few classes of the
properties associated with the Chief Executives, especially their birthplaces,
their principal adult residences, properties used during and after their
Presidential terms, and their graves and tombs or memorials. The inventory's
coverage of properties representing these subjects is comprehensive.

Properties and sites that reflect secondary aspects of the Presidents' lives
and careers, such as education, places of military service, professional

offices, and religious activities, have never been systematically cataloged.
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Frequently, they must be located and described on the basis of fragmentary
information. Some such properties are well known because they have attracted
the attention of scholars. Examples of this sort that are included in the
inventory are Lincoln's circuit courthouses, Harry Truman's hnherdashery.

and Warren G. Harding's newspaper office.

Sources of Information:

The inventory builds on a series of reports by and for the National Park
Service and the State Historic Preservation Officers. Such studies were
ordinarily based on visits to the properties, as well as documentary research.
It has not been possible for the purposes of this inventory to supplement
the travels that ylelded the data. .Because many of the property inspections
were made some time ago, information regarding the condition of individual
sites may not always be current. The staffs of the Presidential Libraries,
many State Historic Preservation Offices, and historical societies, as well
as scholars and individuals, however, have generously assisted the National
Park Service in wverifying and updating much of the information that has
been included.

To insure the accuracy of the inventory, the National Park Service is
circulating it to scholars knowledgeable on individual Presidents, the
Presidency, and specific properties. For example, a review by Mr. Herbert
Collins, Associate Curator of the Smithsonian's Division of Political History,
has ylelded significant corrections and improvements. Time has not permitted
the incorporation of comments from all such sources, The National Park
Service, therefore, will maintain the inventory as circumstances warrant.

As a matter of courtesy and as a means of obtaining information not otherwise
available, the three former Presidents have been notified of the study and
invited to assist in its compilation. President Ford has graciously reviewed
and amended the inventory of sites associated with his career: Mrs. Lyndon B.
Johnson has commented in detall on the inventory of sites associated with
President Lyndon B. Johnson.
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Public Law 96=199

Sec. 120, (a) The Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the
"Secretary") is authorized to conduct a survey of sites which he deems exhibit
qualities most appropriate for the commemoration of each former President of the
United States, The survey may include sites associated with the deeds, leader~
ghip, or lifework of a former President, and it may identify sites or structures
historically unrelated to a former President but which may be suitable as a
memorial to honor such President.

(b) The Secretary shall, from time to time, prepare and transmit to the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate reports on individual
sites and structures identified in the survey referred to in subsection (a),
together with his recommendations as to whether such site or structure is suitable
for establishment as a national historic site or national memorial to commemorate
a former President. Each such report shall include pertinent information with
respect to the need for acquisition of lands and interests therein, the develop-
ment of facilities, and the operation and maintenance of the site or structure
and the estimated cost thereof. If during the six-month period following the
transmittal of a report pursuant to this subsection neither Committee has by
vote of a majority of its members disapproved a recommendation of the Secretary
that a site or structure is suitable for establishment as a national historie
site, the Secretary may thereafter by appropriate order establish the same as

a national historic site, including the lands and interests therein identified

in the report accompanying his recommendation. The Secretary may acquire the
lands and interests therein by donation, purchase with donated or appropriated
funds, transfer from any other Federal agency, or exchange, and he shall admin-
ister the site in accordance with the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as
amended and supplemented, and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666), as
amended.,

{c) Nothing in this section shall be construed as diminishing the authority of
the Secretary under the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat, 666), as amended, or
as authorizing the Secretary to &Btahlinh any national memorial, creatiun of
which is hereby expressly reserved to the Congress,

(d) There is authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of this section.



NATIONAL PARKS, NATIONAL MEMORIALS, AND NATIO

President

ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRESIDEHggE

2/
National Park System

!HISTHEIG LANDMARKS

3/
National Historic Landmarks

Pertinent to several
Presidents

George Washington

Pennsylvania Averme National
Historic Site, D.C.

4/
The White House, D.C.
Camp David (Catoctin Mountain Park), Md.
Federal Hall National Memorial, N.Y.

Independence National Historical Park,
Pa.

Mount Rushmore National Memorial, S. Dak.
Washington (Natiomal) Monument, D.C.
Washington Statue, Washington Circle, D.C.

Dorchester Heights (Boston National
Historical Park), Mass.

Longfellow National Historie Site
(Washington Headquarters), Mass.

Morristown National Historical Park,
Hil]--

Blair (Blair-Lee) House, D.C.

“Corn Rigs" (Anderson House),
U.S. Hilitﬂt'jf Aﬂj'ltﬂll, D.C.

. Lafayette Square Historic District, D.C.

4/
Library of Congress, D.C.

0ld Executive Office (State, War and Navy)
Building, D.C.
4f
U.8, Capitol, D.C
Baltimore Washington Monument
(within Mount Vernon Place
Historic District), Md.
Maryland State House, Md.
Monmouth Battlefield, N.J.
0ld Barracks (Trenton Barracks), N.J.

Princeton Battlefield State Park, N.J.
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President National Park System National Historic Landmarks
Deshler—Morris House (a unit of Washington Crossing State Parks,
Independence National Historical Park), N.J.-Pa.
Pa.
Fort Necessity National Battlefield, Morris—Jumel Mansion, N.Y.
Pa.
' Washington's Headquarters
) Isaac Potts House (within Valley (Hasbrouck House), N.Y.
Forge National Historical Park),
Pa. Brandywine Battlefield, Pa.
Yorktown Batthfield (within Colonial Mount Vernom, Va.
National Historical Park), Va. '
George Washington Birthplace National
Monument, Va.
George Washington Memorial Parkway,
\Tﬂ.-ﬂd.
Great Falls Park, Va.
John Adams Adams National Historic Site United First Parish Church,

Thomas Jefferson

(includes both the John Adams

and the John Quincy Adams Birth-
places), Mass.

Jefferson Memorial, D.C.

Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial National Historic
Site, Mo.

Quincy, Mass. {also NPS)
Conference House, N.Y.
Library of Congress, n.c.4/
Monticello, Va.

Poplar Forest, Va.

Tuckahoe, Va.



National Park System

vii

National Historie Landmarks

President

James Madison

James Monroe

~ John Quincy Adams

Andrew Jackson

None

Morristown National Historical Park,
H.J L]

Valley Forge National Historical
Park, Pa.

Adams National Historic Site
(includes both the John Adams
and the John Quincy Adams
Birthplaces), Mass.

Horseshoe Bend National Military
Park, Ala,

‘Jackson Statue, Lafayette Square, D.C.

Chalmette Unit of Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park and
Preserve, La.

The Octagon (House), Washingtom, D.C.
Nagsau Hall, N.J.

Montpelier, Va.

Monroe-Adams—Ahbe House, D.C,

01ld Barracks (Trenton Barracks), N.J.
Washington Croasing State Parks, N.J.-Pa,
Monroe Law Office and Museum, Va.

Monroe Tomb, Va,

Oak Hill, Va,

United First Parish Church,
Quincy, Mass., (also NPS)

Fort Toulouse, Ala.

Fort San Antonio [Carlos] de Barrancas,
Fla.

Plaza Ferdinand VII, Fla.

San Marcos de Apalache Historic
Memorial, Fla.



President

National Park System

viii

National Historic Landmarks

Martin Van Buren

William Henry Harrison

John Tyler

James K. Polk

Zachary Taylor

Martin Van Buren National Historic

Site, N.Y.

None

None

None

Fort Smith National Historie
Site, Ark.=Okla.

Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historic Site, Tex.

Jackson Square, New Orleans, La.
The Hermitage, Tenn.

Decatur House, D.C.

Grouseland, Ind.

Tippecanoe Battlefield, Ind.
Fort Meigs State Memorial, Ohio
Berkeley, Va. |
James Semple House, Va.
Sherwood Forest, Va.

Polk Home, Tenn.

Tennessee State Capitol, Tenn.

Fort Zachary Taylor, Fla.
Okeechobee Battlefield, Fla,
Springfield, Ky.

Fort Jesup State Monument, La.
Fort Snelling State Park, Minm.

Fort Gibson, Okla.



President

‘National Park System

ix

National Historic Landmarks

Millard Fillmore

Franklin Pierce

James Buchanan

Abraham Lincoln

None

None

Buchanan Memorial, Meridiam Hill
Park, D.C.

Emancipation Momument, D.C.

Ford's Theatre National Historilce
Site (includes The House Where
Lincoln Died), D.C.

Fort Stevens, D.C.

Lincoln Memorial, D.C.

Lincoln Home National Historie
Site, Il1,

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial, Ind.

Lincoln Birthplace National Historic

Site, Ky.

Gettysburg National Cemetery, Pa.

Fort Brown, Tex.

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield,
Tex.

Second Fort Crawford, Wis.

Fillmore House, N.Y.

Schuyler Mansion, N.Y.

Pierce Homestead, N.H,

Wheatland, Pa.

(01d) Patent Office Building,
D.C.

Lincoln Tomb, Ill.

0ld Main, Ill.

0ld State Capitol, Ill.

Cooper Union, N.Y.
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National Park System

National Historie Landmarks

Andrew Johnson

Ulysses S. Grant

Andrew Johnson National Historic Site
(includes Kerbaugh House, Andrew
Johnson House, Andrew Johnson Tailor
Shop, and Andrew Johnson National

Cemetery), Tenn.

Grant Memorial, D.C.

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National
Battlefield Park, Ga.-Tenn.

Vicksburg National Military Park, Miss,

General Grant National Memorial, N.Y.

Fort Donelson National Military Park,
Tenn.

Shiloh National Military Park, Tenn.

Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic
Site, Tex.

Appomattox Courthouse National Histor-
1“1 Pﬂﬂl, vﬂ.-

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County
Battlefields Memorial National Mili-
tary Park, Va.

Petersburg National Military Park
(including Appomattox Manor and Site
of Grant Cabin), Va.

Richmond National Battlefield Park, Va.

Blair (Blair-Lee) House, D.C.

U.S. TI.‘EE.BI.II']F Euildiﬂﬂ, D.C.

U.S. Treasury Building, D.C.

Grant Home State Memorial, Ill.

Champion Hill Battlefield, Miss.

0ld Warren County Court Hnﬁse,
Hiﬂ-ﬂ- .

U.5. Military Academy, N.Y.
Fort Brown, Tex.

Resaca de la Palma Battlefield,
Tex.
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President National Park System National Historic Landmarks

Rutherford B. Hayes None Spiegel Grove State Park, Ohio

Cedar Creek Battlefield, Va.

James A, Garfield Garfield Statue, D.C. Arts and Industries Building,

: Smithsonian Institution, D.C.

Garfield National Historic
Site (Lawnfield), Ohio

Shiloh National Military Park
s and Cemetery, Tenn.

Chickamauga and Chattancoga
National Military Park, Ga.-

Tenn.
Chester A, Arthur None Arthur Home, N.Y.
 Grover Cleveland . None Westland, N.J.
Benjamin Harrison Kennesaw Mountain National Benjamin Harrison Home, Ind.

Battlefield Park, Ga.
William McKinley Antietam National Battlefield, Md. McKinley Tomb, Ohio
Ohlio State Capitol, Ohio
Cedar Creek Battlefield, Va.
Theodore Roosevelt Theudute Roosevelt Island, D.C. Roosevelt Dam, Ariz.

Roosevelt Arch (Yellowstone Tampa Bay Hotel, qu.
National Park), Mont.

Sagamore Hill National Historic
Site, N.Y.

Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace
National Historic Site, N.Y.



President

National Park System

xii

National Historiec Landmarks

William Howard Taft

Woodrow Wilson

Warren G. Harding
Calvin Coolidge

Herbert Hoover

Fraﬁkliﬁ D. Roosevelt

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural
National Historic Site, N.XY.

Theodore Roosevelt National
Pﬂ.l:k ¥ H - Dﬂk L]

Taft National Historic Site, Ohio

None

None
None

Herbert Hoover National Historic
Site, Iowa

President's Camp on the Rapidan
(in Shenandoah National Park), Va.

Roosevelt (Franklin D.) Campobello
International Park, Canada

Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial
(proposed), D.C.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Stone, D.C.

Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt
National Historie Site, N.Y.

The Taft Museum, Ohio
Wilson Dam, Ala.

Wilson House, D.C.
University of Virginia, Va.
Wilson Birthplace, Va.
Harding Home, Ohio
Coolidge Homestead, Vt.

Hoover Dam, Ariz.-Nev.

Warm Springs Historic
District, Ga.



President

National Park System

xiii

National Historiec Landmarks

Harry § Truman

Dwight D. Eisenhower

John F. Kennedy

Lyndon B. Johnson

Richard M. Nixon

Gerald R. Ford

L]

None

Eisenhower National Historic Site,
Pa.

Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts, D.C.

Kennedy National Historic Site, Mass.
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial Grove, D.C.

Lyndon B. Johnson Natlonal Hilgtorical
Park (includes the Lyndon B, Johnson
Birthplace Cottage, the Boyhood Home,
the LBJ Ranch, and the Family
Cemetery), Tex.

Kennedy Center for the Performing

A.Itﬂ. D.C.

Yellowstone National Park, Wyo.-Mont.-
Idaho

Truman Historic Dia?rict, Mo.
Fort Leavenworth, Kans.

U.S. Military Academy, N.Y.
Fort Adams, R.I.

Fort Sam Houston, Tex.

Fort Myer Historiec District, Va.

Kennedy Compound, Mass.

None

Mission Inn, Calif.
Nixon Birthplace, Calif.
U.S. Naval Academy, Md.

Walnut Street Theater, Pa.



President - National Park Service National Historic Landmarks

Jimmy Carter None Little White House (Warm

Springs Historic District), Ga.
U.S5. Naval Academy, Md.

Walmut Street Theater, Pa.

Ronald Reagan Nomne Mission Inn, Calif.

4/

Degscriptive and explanatory notes on all properties listed appear in the Presidential inventories
that follow. :

The National Park System includes not only properties owned outright by the Federal Government,

. but also embraces some units in which former owners have reserved certain rights, others where

private holdings exist within the units, and certain properties that are operated in a cooperative
manner with the owners or other groups.

National Historic Landmarks are properties officially recognized by the Secretary of the
Interior, as possessing national significance in the history of the United States, Ordinarily,
they are designated by the Secretary following approval by the National Park System Advisory
Board of formal nominations prepared by the Division of History of the National Park Service.

The purpose of the National Historic Landmarks program is to recognize, monitor, and assist
in the preservation of nationally important properties that are not part of the National Park
System, although the National Historic Landmarks list is also the most important source of
properties that have been added to the National Park System in recent years. The National
Park Service reports annually to the Congress on the condition of National Historic Landmarks
that are endangered, and they are accorded other protections conferred by their listing

in the National Register of Historic Places.

Property has status equivalent to National Park (or Natiomal Historic Landmark), but is
specifically exempted from usual implications of that status by Act of Congress.



PROPERTIES ASSQCIATED WITH THE PRESIDENCY

The properties described immedlately following have significant assoclations
with the institution of the Pregidency or with a mumber of Presidents. They
appear alphabetically by State. Entries for sites and structures included ino

this section have not generally been repeated in the individual Presidential
inventories that appear later.

The names of units of the National Park System are followed by the abbreviation
NPS.

National Historic Landmarks, structures and sites designated by the Secretary
of the Interior as of national historic significance, are indicated by NHL.

Properties of local and State importance, nominated by the States and included
in the National Register of Historic Places, are labeled NR.

Certain large historic objects are treated separately: Presidential railroad
cars, yachts, and airplanes. 5Such relics, as distinct from items in museum
collections, are eligible for listing in the National Register, of Historic
Places and for designation as National Historic Landmarks. (Special notice
should be taken of the extraordinary Presidential collections of the
Smithsonian Institution which, though they do not comnstitute a historic site
or a memorial in the usual sense, vastly contribute to knowledge of the
Presidents.)



Blair (Blair-Lee) House (NHL)

(within Lafayette Square Historic District)(NHL)
1651-1653 Pennsylvanla Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C.

Since 1942 this structure, diagonally northwest across Pennsylvania Avenue
from the White House, has served as the Presidential guesthouse. It has,
moreover, been pressed into use as a convenient residence for Presidents-
elect prior to their Inaugurations. In addition, during the years

1948 to 1952, while the interior - of the White House was being rebuilt,
President Truman used it as his official residence. During this

period, on November 1, 1950, Truman was the target of an unsuccessful
assassination attempt, by Puerto Rican nationalists. (He had also

stayed in the house briefly while waiting for Mrs. Roosevelt to

vacate the White House in 1945.)

The structure combines two houses. The Blair House (1651 Pennsylvania)
was erected in 1824 and is best-known for its connection, for more than

a century, with the family of that name, which was of great political and
social prominence., The Lee House (1653) was built by the Blairs in the
18508 for one of their daughters and her husband; it was used briefly

by President Andrew Johnson in 1865. The two structures were joined in
1948, Individual occupants of both houses were of considerable fame

in their own right, and were especilally close assoclates of Presidents
Jackson, Van Buren, Lincoln, and Taft.

The impressive edifice 1is 3-1/2-stories high over an elevated basement.

The west (Lee) portion 1s painted brick; and the east (Blair), stucco-
covered brick. The structure is not accessible to the public and continues
to house official guests, particularly foreign leaders.

"Corn Rigs,"” or Anderson House

(part of U.S, Military Asylum)(NHL)

Rock Creek Church Road and Upshur Street, NW
Washington, D.C.

The original quarters —"Corn Rigs" or Anderson House-=— at this institution
gserved as a retreat for Presidents Buchanan (1857-61), Lincoln (1861-65),
Hayes (1877-8l), and Arthur (1881-85). Grant may also have occasionally
occupled the residence. Lincoln reached critical decisions about

the conduct of the Civil War while resident in Anderson House, and

wrote the second, or final, draft of the preliminary Emancipation
Proclamation here (September 1862).

Often known as the United States Military Asylum, but officially designated
as the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, this institution is the only Federal
retirement domicile for Regular Army and Air Force enlisted personnel, warrant
officers, and disabled soldiers and airmen.

The home .was transferred to this location, which is one of the highest points
of land in the District of Columbia, in 1852. The first residents moved
into a house, "Corn Rigs,” that banker George W. Riggs had constructed on
the property in 1842-43, The building was later renamed Anderson House,
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after Maj. Gen. Robert Anderson, of Fort Sumter renown, to commemorate
his part in establishing the soldiers' home. In 1857, when the new main
building was completed, the house became available for the Presidents,
who occupied it intermittently until 1884, except for the years 1866-76,
when it served as the hospital for the home.

Beginning about 1886, the home's band members occupied Anderson House.
From the early 1920s until the 19508, it reverted to its original

use as a general barracks. After a new dormitory was completed in
1969, Anderson House was renovated into a guesthouse and supervisors'
lounge,

The building is a 2-1/2-gtory brick structure in Gothic style. Itsa
walls were coated with gray stucco in 1897. A wide l-story porch
extends across the front, The building's interior was unchanged
from the time of President Lincoln until 1923, when smaller rooms
were partitioned off for the occupants. Anderson House is not
accessible to the general public.

Lafayette Square Historic District (NHL)
across Pennsylvania Avenue from

the White House
Washington, D.C.

This group of sites and buildings possesses unusual historic and architectural
merit, in addition to providing the setting for the White House. Several

of the individual structures in the district have intimate associations

with the Presidency or with specific Presidents.

The land included in Lafayette Square was part of the White House Grounds,
until President Jefferson specified the boundaries of today's park and
designated it a public area. In 1824, the park was improved and the first
walks laid out. Soon after, it became known as Lafayette Square, in honor
of the Marquis de Lafayette, who visited Washington while touring the
United States in 1824-25. .

A bronze equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson stands. in the center of
and dominates the park. Placed there in 1853, it was cast by sculptor
Clark Mills from cannon captured by Jackson from the Spanish in Florida
during the period 1814-19., It was one of the first major equestrian
statues cast in the country. During the Civil War, the park quartered
troops who guarded the White House. |

In 1867 the U.S5. Army Corps of Engineers assumed jurisdiction. In 1872,
generally adhering to a plan prepared in 1851 by Andrew Jackson Downing,
the first full-scale landscaping was carried out. From then until the
1930s, when the National Park Service assumed jurisdiction, only routine
maintenance was undertaken, except for the installation, at the corners
of the Square, of statues commemorating four foreigners who served the
Patriot cause 1in the War for Independence: the Marquis de Lafayette,
Comte de Rochambeau, Thaddeus Kosciuszko, and Baron Friedrich von Steuben.
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A second landscaping project was conducted in 1936-37 by the National
Park Service and the Works Progress Administration. Since that time,
except for the incorporation of some of the features of the Downing
plan in the 19608, the park has remained essentially unchanged.

Administered by the Natiomal Park Service, Lafayette Square traditionally
serves as a gathering place for civic and patriotic organizations as well
as any group that wishes to make its views known to the Nation and to

the Chief Executive.

A number of 19th— and early 20th—century buildings on or near the Square
are of major architectural or historical interest; they are in various
ownerships. Five that are assoclated with the Presidency or individual
Presidents are National Historic Landmarks: these are St. Johm's
Episcopal Church, Decatur House, the U.S. Treasury, the Blair-Lee

House, and the (0ld) Executive Office (State, War and Navy) Building.
(The last two are described separately in this section of the inventory.)

St. John's Episcopal Church, the "Church of Presidents,” is at the northeast
corner of 16th and H St., across from the park. A yellow stucco—-covered
church, now in a Latin cross form, it was one of the first buildings, after
the White House, to be completed on the Square. At the time ‘of the

opening of the church in 1816, a pew was reserved for President Madison.
Since then, the same pew has, by tradition, been set aside for the
incumbent President. Funeral services for Presidents William Henry
Harrison (1841) and Zachary Taylor (1850) were conducted from the church.
St. John's is an active Eplscopal parish.

Decatur House, at 748 Jackson Place, was the home of Martin Van Buren
when he served as Secretary of State (1829-31) under President Jackson.
A fine Federal-period townhouse, it was built for naval hero Stephen
Decatur in 1818, President Grant was an intimate of one of the later
owners. The National Trust for Historic Preservation now operates

the residence as a historic house museum.

A few other structures in the distriect have major Presidential associations.
The Dolley Madison House, an unpretentious Federal-style structure at

the southeast corner of Madison Place and H 5t., was built in 1818-20 by
Richard Cutts, Dolley's brother-in-law, who had borrowed money for the
construction from James Madison. 1In 1829, ownership of the house reverted
to Madison, who never lived inm it. Upon his death in 1836, Dolley inherited
it. She moved to Washington the next year and from then until she passed
away in 1849, she played a prominent role in Washington society. The
restored building, now federally owned, is not open to public visitationm.

During a renovation of the White House in the summer of 1902, President
Theodore Roosevelt occupied an extant house at 736 Jackson Place.

Another structure, at 716 Jackson Place, has been restored by the Federal
Govermment for the official use of ex-Presidents. It is a 4-story build-
ing, dating from the late 1860s, that was once the home of Supreme Court
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
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Other buildings in the district possess historic or architectural
importance, The majority, however, are former private residences that
are owned and used by the Government. One, near the Dolley Madison
House, is the Tayloe-Cameron House (1818), known as the "Little White

House" during President McKinley's administration because Senator Mark
("Boss") Hanna lived in it.

Two sites of structures no longer standing also merit mention for their -
Presidential assoclations. One of these, the plot on the northwest cormer
of H St. and Vermont Ave., now occupied by the Veterans' Administration
Building, was the site of the Arlington Hotel (1869-1912). The Arlington
was significant as the quarters of almost every President—elect from
Grant to McKinley in the periods before their Inaugurations. The other
site, 17 Madison Place, NW, was the location of the Rodgers House
(1831-95). President Polk occupied that home during the summer of 1845
while the White House was undergoing renovation. It was a 30-room
mansion built for Commo. John Rodgers that later served as an elite
boardinghouse and was during the Civil War the home of Secretary of

State William Seward; it later housed other notable tenants.

In recent years, the Federal Govermment has restored many of the
buildings in the district, demolished a few modern ones, and constructed
several replicas in a style that harmonizes with the historic setting.
As a result, the district approximstes its 19th-century appearance.

Library of Congress (vEL)*
Washington, D.C.

The Library's nmucleus was a collection of some 6,000 books donated
by Thomas Jefferson to form a library for Congress, after the small
Congressional collection of books was destroyed when the British
burned the Capitol in 1814. During the 19th century, the library
was housed in the Capitol.

One of the largest libraries in the world, the Library of Congress

is housed in several buildings on the southeast slope of Capitol Hill.
The main and oldest of these is the architecturally notable Thomas
Jefferson Building (1886-97), an impressive example of Beaux Arts
Classicism, recently renamed to honor Jeffersom. The John Adams and
James Madison Buildings, honoring those two early Presidents, are to
the east and south, respectively, of the Thomas Jefferson Building.

The Library is notable in connection with the Presidents as the
repository of a great collection of manuscripts of most of the
Presidents from Washington through Coolidge. These Presidential
papers are in the custody of the Manuscripts Division. .The Library's
Prints and Photographs section contains perhaps the largest and
certainly one of the most diverse collections of photographs and
artwork documenting their careers.

*Legdily exempt from the usual implications of designation as a National

Historic Landmark.




0l1d Executive Office (State, War and Navy) Building (NHL)
(within Lafayette Square Historic District)(NHL)
southeast corner, 1l7/th Street and

Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C.

Several 20th—century Presidents have maintained temporary or part-time
offices in this building, which 1s adjacent to the White House grounds
on the west. These include Hoover, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Nixon. Other
Chief Executives worked in the building earlier in their careers:
Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin D. Roosevelt as Assistant Secretaries of
the Navy; William Howard Taft as Secretary of War; and Vice Presidents
Lyndon B. Johnson and Gerald R. Ford..

An excellent example of French Second Empire architecture, the building
was erected in 1871-88 to house the State, War, and Navy Departments.
Today, it accommodates part of the Office of Management and Budget and
some of the White House staff. The structure is not open to the general
public.

Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site (NPS)
(affiliated area)
Pennsylvania Avenue and environs, between the U.S. Capitol
and the White House
Washington, D.C.

The segment of Pennsylvania Avemue between the Capitol and the White
House has witnessed the ritual processions that have accompanied the
Inaugurations of the Presidents for most of the Natiom's history.

State funeral processions down the Avenue have borne the bodies of
seven Presaidents who died in office and those of other national leaders.
Assassins' bullets struck down Lincoln and Garfield in the vicinity.

Most of the lesser buildings from the first century of the Avenue's
existence have disappeared, including a number of those with Presidential
associations. A few major structures remain. The rest of the Avenue is
lined with modern comstruction.

The Averue's role as a ceremonisl boulevard originated in the city plan,
which made it the direct route between the White House and Capitol. The
widest thoroughfare in the city, it was also the first to be paved. In
1805, at the beginning of his second term In office, President Jefferson
set the precedent for subsequent inaugural parades by riding to the
Capitol on horseback, reciting his oath of office, and then returning

to the White House along the Avenue.

As other Presidents followed Jefferson's pattern, the ritual acquired
a symbolic significance: the manifestation of the formal assumption
~of the powers and duties of the Preslidency. Except for those men
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who ascended to that office upon the death or resignation of an
incumbent and were not elected to a second term—Tyler, Fillmore,
Andrew Johnson, Arthur, and Ford-—all Presidents since Jefferson
have participated in inaugural parades.

0f the eight Pregsidents who died in office, the Washington state funerals
of seven—William Henry Harrison, Taylor, Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley,
Harding, and Kennedy—-—have featured processions along the Avenue. Other
individuals honored with funeral processions along Pennsylvania Avenue
include ex-Presidents John Quincy Adams and Taft.

Throughout most of the 19th century, the environs of Pennsylvania Avenue
consisted of a diverse assortment of business establishments, lodginghouses,
and hotels to accommodate Govermment officials, relatively few of whom
maintained permanent residences in the city. HNearly all of these struct-
ures have been destroyed.

Many Presidents resided in one or more of these buildings at various times
in their careers and several held Inaugural Balls in them. Presidents John
Tyler and Andrew Johnson were insugurated in their hotel residences on the
Avenue, following the deaths of their predecessors. (Other such events

and locations are, for the most part, cataloged in the individual Presi-
dential inventories.)

The most memorable hotel that survives is the (New) Willard. (It is
described separately in this section of the inventory.)

The Federal Triangle (1928-39) is a complex of govermmental structures

in the triangle formed by Pennsylvania and Constitution Avenues and

15th Street. Until its construction, the area between llth and 12th
Streets on C Street, on the south side of the Avenue, traditionally housed
entertainment facilities: the Washington Theater from 1805 until 1820,
and its successor, Carusi's (Washington) Assembly Rooms, scene of several
Inaugural Balls between 1825 and 1857, Since 1835, six successive build-
ings at 13th and E Streets, on the north side of the Avenue, have

housed the National Theatre, a private venture.

Probably the most historically notable buildings that survive within the
boundaries of the National Historiec Site are the public structures. Four
of them are Natiomal Historic Landmarks: the U.S. Department of the
Treasury Building (1836-69); the 0ld Patent Office (1837-67), presently
the National Portrait Gallery; City Hall (District of Columbia Court
House) (1820-81); and the General Post Office (0Id Post Office) Building
(U.S. Tariff Commission) (1839-69). (Inaugural balls and other events
that occurred in these buildings have been listed in the individual
Presidential inventories.) A statue of Abraham Lincoln in front of
~the City Hall, by Lot Flamnery, was the firat public monument placed

to his memory (1868).
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The only Presidential memorial on the principal section of the Avenue
is the Roosevelt Stone, a desk—-sized plain stone block which President
Franklin D. Roosevelt requested, It is at the Avenue and 9th Street,
in a small triangle of National Park Service land opposite the rear
entrance of the National Archives Building, near the other buildings
that form the Federal Triangle, many of which were built during

FDR's administration.

Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site is affiliated with the
National Park Service, but National Park Service landholdings along
the Avenue are minor.

The Pension Building (NR)
440 G Street, NW

Washington, D.C.

This structure, one of the largest brick buildings in the world at
the time of its completion (1885), is notable as the location of the
Presidential Inaugural Balls from 1885 to 1909, 1ts significance

in this regard is heightened by the fact that few other 19th—-century
Inaugural Ball sites survive,

In recent years, the fashion of holding Inaugural Balls in the structure
has revived. Balls have been held here in 1973, 1977, and 1981,

The Pension Building was designed to serve as the disbursing office for
veterans' pensions and served that role until 1926. Other Federal
and District of Columbia Govermment offices were later housed in it.

The structure was modeled after the Farnese Palace in Rome, but, unlike

that building, is roofed over, creating a vast interior space rising
more than four full floors.

Proposals to demolish the building were rejected in the 1960s. Although

its physical condition is basically sound, it shows some signs of deteriora-
tion. Under recent legislation, the National Museum of the Building Arts

is to be housed in the structure. The museum now has a small office in the
building, but most of the office space is used by the National Park Service
and other Federal agencies.

The (New) Willard

(within Pennsylvania Avenue National
Historic Site)(NPS)

northwest corner, l4th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C.

The most notable of all the historic Washington hotels was the elegant
Willard's, which became known as the "Residence of Presidents."” The

present satructure (New Willard) closed in 1968, but is still standing
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and is an excellent example of the French-inspired Beaux Arts style; it
was constructed in 1901 from the design of Henry Hardembergh. The

1901 building replaced a 4-story hotel (the 0Old Willard) that dated
from the 1830s. '

Presidents Taylor, Fillmore, Pierce, Buchanan, Lincoln, Grant, Taft,
Wilson, Harding, and Coolidge all lodged at Willard's on wvarious
occasions. On August 21, 1923, President Coolidge took his public
Oath of Office in his suite here.

United States Capitol (NHL)™/
Capitol Hill _
Wﬂ.ﬂhingtnl:t, chl

The Capitol and the United States Congress have historically been closely
assoclated with the selection of the Presidents, the ceremonial aspects
of their office, and their role in Govermment. The Chief Executives are
formally elected in the Capitol. They ordinarily take their Oaths of
Office and deliver their Inaugural Addresses Iin public ceremonies at the
Capitol. They deliver speeches to Congress. Most Presidents have also
held congressional seats prior to their ascent to the highest office,

and two returned afterward for further service. In death, a number of
the Presidents have been mourmed in the Rotunda.

Congress, in joint session, counts the electoral votes to determine
the President and Vice President. When no candidate receives a
majority, the House of Representatives elects the President. This
occurred with Jefferson in 1801, and with John Quincy Adams in 1825.
The two Houses established a speclal commission to settle the disputed
election of 1876, and Hayes emerged the winner. In the early years of
the Republic, before national party conventions were introduced,
congressional caucuses nominated the Presidential candidates.

Congress is also empowered under certain circumstances to remove the
Chief Executive or to ascertain whether or not a disabled one should
remain in power. In 1868 the House impeached Andrew Johnson, and the
Senate tried but acquitted him., In 1974 the House Judiciary Committee
approved articles of impeachment for President Nixon, but he resigned
before the full House considered them.

Thomas Jefferson, in 1801, was the first Chief Executive to be
inaugurated at the Capitol. Te walked over from his nearby boarding-
house and took his Oath of Office in the (0ld) Senate Chamber, Sub-
sequent Presidents followed this traditiom, although the Chamber used
for the event varied. Beginning with Andrew Jackson, in 1829,

" Exempt from the usual implications of designation as a National Historic .
Landmark.
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the Presidents have customarily been sworn in during outdoor ceremonies
at the East Front, usually on a temporary platform erected over the
center steps.

President Ronald Reagan is the first President to have been asworn in

on the West Front. Bad weather and other factors have sometimes
dictated that the swearing—in be held indoors or away from the Capitol
building. This has been the case with Vice Presidents succeeding to
the Presidency upon the death of their predecessors; only two of these
ceremonies have been held in the Capitol: for Millard Fillmore in

1850 and Chester Arthur in 188l. (The locations of individual Inaugura-
tions are listed for each President in the individual site inventories.)

The first President to address a joint session of the U.S. Congress in
the present Capitol was John Adams in 1800. Thomas Jefferson, his
successor, chose not to appear i1n person and began a tradition that
lasted until Woodrow Wilson broke the practice in 1913. Since Wilson's
time, Presidents have usually delivered their State of the Uniomn
Addresses in person and have often appeared on other occasions.

Thirteen Chief Executives (John Adams, Jefferson, Van Buren, Tyler,
Fillmore, Andrew Johnson, Arthur, Theodore Roosevelt, Coolidge, Truman,
Lyndon B. Johnson, Nixon, and Ford) served as Vice Presidents, and
thus, as the Constitution specifies, as Presidents of the Senate.

All except John Adams served in the present U.5. Capitol.

Twenty-three of the 39 Presidents have served in the United States
Congress before they became President. Ten served in both Houses of

the Congress (John Quincy Adams, Jackson, William Henry Harrison, Tyler,
Pierce, Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Nixon);
five in the Senate only (Monroe, Van Buren, Benjamin Harrison, Harding,
and Truman); and eight in the House only (Madison, Polk, Fillmore, Lincola,
Hayes, Garfield, McKinley, and Ford).

Polk was the only Speaker of the House to become Chief Executive. Tyler
held the office of President pro tem of the Senate for one session.
Lyndon B. Johnson served as both Minority and Majority Leader of the
Senate. Garfield and Ford were both House Minority Leaders. Garfield
was the only Chief Executive elected while servipg in the House, though
he was also a Senator-elect. Ford was appointed as Vice President while
in the House, and then assumed the Presidency -upon Nixon's resignation.
Harding and Kennedy were elected while sitting in the Senate,

Pregidents John Quincy Adams, who served in the House, and Andrew
Johnson, who served in the Senate, are the only former Presidents

to win congressional office. Jobhn Quincy Adams died in the Capitol
during his term.

Nine Presidents or ex-Presidents (Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, Taft,
Harding, Hoover, Eisenhower, Kennedy and Lyndon B, Johnson), as well

as other notables, have lain in state in the Rotunda. Andrew Jackson,
while President, narrowly escaped assassination in the Rotunda in 1835.
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President Washington laid the cornerstone of the Capitol in 1793,
although he never served in the completed building. The history of its
construction, which progressed rather slowly, is somewhat complex.
When the Govermment moved from Philadelphia to Washington in 1800,
Congress and the Supreme Court crowded into the newly finished north
(0ld Senate) wing, the oanly part of the structure then complete. The
next year, the House moved into a temporary building put up within
the foundations of the south wing. In 1804 the progress of construc=
tion necessitated return of the House to the north side. Three years
later, the (0ld) House Chamber was finished and it was then connected
to the Senate side by a covered wooden walkway.

During the War of 1812, British troops raided Washington and set fire
to many buildings, including the unfinished Capitol. Although the
building escaped total destruction, it was not fit for use. As a
result, from 1815 to 1819, sessions were held in a hastily built
structure, the "Brick Capitol,” which stood on part of the site of
the present U.S. Supreme Court Building. In 1819, the (0ld) Senate
and (0ld) House Chambers were finished. The Rotunda, which was
surmounted by a low wooden dome, was essentially completed by 1824.

The present House and Senate wings (built 1851-59), extensions of

the old north and south ones, were constructed to provide more spacious
quarters for Congress. Within a few years, the 0ld House Chamber
became Statuary Hall; and the Supreme Court, which had been meeting on
the ground floor in the room underneath, took over the O0ld Senate
Chamber, where it remained until 1935. During this period, from 1921
to 1930, ex-President William Howard Taft served as Chief Justice of
the United States. The Electoral Commission that decided the election
of 1876 also met in the Old Senate Chamber.

To improve architectural proportions with the new Senate and House
wings, the present tall cast-and-wrought iron dome over the Rotunda
was put up to replace the wooden one. Begun in 1855, it was completed
late in '1863. The only major alteration to the Capitol since the Civil
War has been the extension of the East Front (1958-62), a new marble
facade that follows the design of the old sandstone one.

Frederick Law Olmsted planned the present arrangement of the grounds,
including the plazas to the east and west, and the north and south
stone terraces, under which are additional offices. K Memorials to
Presidents Grant and Garfield are found outside the west grounds.

The interior of the Capitol is divided into about 540 rooms, on five
main levels. Besides the present and former House and Senate Chambers,
the President's Room and the Vice President's office are of interest
in this study. The President's Room, near the Senate Chamber, has
gsomet imes been used by Presidents to sign bills into law. Wilson

also took his oath of office there privately in 1917 because his
inaugural day fell on a Sunday. The next day, he was sworn in
publicly on the East Portico.
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The Capitol's artwork honors the Presidents and other outstanding
individuals and groups. The Rotunda features statues of Washington,
Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, Grant, and Garfield. On the interior of
the dome is the remarkable fresco "The Apotheosis of Washington,” by
Constantino Brumidi, much of whose other work is also in the Capitol.
Below the Rotunda, on the basement floor of the Capitol, is the empty
crypt intended as a tomb for George Washington, who preferred to be
buried at Mount Vernon.

The Capitol and its 181 acres of grounds are in the immediate charge of
the Architect of the Capitol. Guided tours are available to the public.

The White House (NPS)
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C.

The official residence of the Presidents since John Adams moved in late
in 1800, the White House has been the scene of many of the events associa~-

ted with their terms in office. (George Washington laid the cornerstone
of the structure in 1792, but never lived in it.)

Even while in office, however, many Presidents have contimied to maintain
private homes and retreats. In addition, Presidents have been absent from
the mansion for rather lengthy periods during a mumber of renovations.

(These periods have been listed under the individual Presidents'
inventories.)

Despite renovations and some changes in the interior arrangements and
use of rooms, the original gray sandstone walls of the White House have
been preserved. During the course of erection or soon thereafter, they
were apparently painted white. The building was thus unofficially termed
the "White House" from an early date, but for many years it was usually

referred to as the "President's House" or the "President's Palace.”

Modifications have been made in the original design. Long, terrace-
roofed arcades, which faced south, at the east and west ends of the
building, were added during Jefferson's administration.

In August 1814, the British captured the city of Washington and set fire
to the White House and most other important Government buildings. Rain
extinguished the fire and prevented total destruction of the edifice,
although only the partiaslly damaged exterior walls and interior brickwork
remained in the spring of 1815 when recomnstruction began. Because

of the fire, the decorations, furnishings, and earlier arrangement

of rooms are not precisely known.

In September 1817, President Monroe moved into the rebuilt White
House. Some of the furnishings he installed are among its treasured
possessions today. During his second term, in 1824, the semicircular
south portico was completed; and, in 1829, under Jackson, the front,
square north portico was added. No other substantive changes were
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made in the exterior during the rest of the 19th century. Buchanan
replaced the west arcade with a greenmhouse; and Grant razed the east one,
which had become dilapidated.

Late in the 19th century, various proposals for the renovation, enlarge-
ment, or replacement of the White House were advanced. The use of the
east end of the second floor for Presidential and staff offices (including
the Cabinet Room), a practice that had originated about 1850, made for
crowded conditions and interfered with the privacy of the First Family.

Finally, in 1902, Theodore Roosevelt moved out temporarily and a major
renovation and expansion program was undertaken. Much of the interior
was rebuilt. The present State Dining Room was created, the arrangement
of the Cross Hall was brought to its ‘present configuration, and the
main stairs were moved. New facilities were added in the attic, a new
basement was dug, and the old ground-floor rooms were finished off.

The West Wing was erected to provide office space for the Presgsident

and his staff, and the east and west terraces were rebuilt in gallery
form. The first floor was also redecorated and refurnished to essen-
tially its early 19th-century appearance.

Between 1903 and 1948 a series of alterations occurred. In 1909, the
West Wing was doubled in size by addition of the Oval Office and
other offices. A third floor was superimposed on this wing in 1927,
and it was further enlarged in 1934, Meantime, in 1927, the attic

of the main building was converted into a full additional floor. The
2-story East Wing was added in 1942, 1In 1946, President Truman built
a second-story balcony inside the columns of the south portico.

Later during the Truman administration structural examination revealed
the need for a thorough rehabilitation of the main structure. The
interlior was dismantled and rebuilt, The only basic change in the
floor plan was the turning of the main stairway from the Cross Hall

to the north foyer. Changes were made in the third floor, and

new basement and mezzanine levels were added.

Since that time, structural alterations and repairs have been minor.
President Nixon replaced the swimming pool in the West Wing with
additional press facilities; and President Ford constructed am out-
door pool, financed by private donations, behind the Oval 0Office.

The White House represents the Adamesque-Federal style of architecture,
The main structure is 11 bays wide and 5 deep, each Ionic-columned
portico traversing three bays. Because the galleries that extend from
the main building are scarcely visible from Pennsylvania Avenue, that
front of the White House appears to be rectilipnear in shape and its
scope to be comparatively restricted. The extra ground-level story

of the rear facade and the visual impact of the galleries and wings
enhance the effect from that orientation, especially because the
galleries give the impression of low colonnaded wings. The terraces
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above them provide spacious promenades at the first-floor level.
Arcades, behind a series of rooms, lead under the terraces from the
East and West Wings to the basement of the main structure.

The only floor of the White House open to the public is the first,
which 1is predominantly 19th century in its furnishings and decor.

Maintenance of the White House and its 18 acres of grounds is performed
by the Nationmal Park Service, which assumed this duty in 1943.

Camp David ("Shangri-~La")
(within Catoctin Mountain Park) (NPS)
near Thurmont, Maryland

This 134—acre Presidential retreat in the hills of western Maryland
has been used by every President since Framklin D. Roosevelt. He
selected its site and ordered it constructed in 1942 for reasons

of privacy, convenience, and security. Roosevelt visited the camp,
which he dubbed "Shangri-La,” after the remote mountain scene of
James Hilton's novel Lost Horizon, more than 20 times.

The camp incorporated cabins put up in the 1930s for a recreational
demonstration area, but enlarged and added to some of them, and combined

others. Since Roosevelt's time, much expansion and modernization has
occurred. There are now 11 residence cabins, including the 4-bedroom
main Presidential lodge and a 3-room cottage used as the President's
office.

Truman, who preferred to vacation at Key West, Fla., used the retreat
only a few times, but Eisenhower visited often; it was he who renamed
the camp, after his grandson. Kennedy and Johnson visited infrequently.
It was, however, President Nixon's favorite retreat in the Washington
area. Presidents Ford, Carter, and Reagan have also made use of it,

Camp David has been a favored setting for private conferences with
foreign heads of state. Perhaps the most notable of these have been
President Eisenhower's meeting with Nikita Khrushchev in 1959, and the
conference President Carter conducted with President Anwar Sadat of Egypt

and Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel that produced the "Camp David
Accords.”

For security reasons, Camp David is not open to the public. .

Federal Hall National Memorial (NPS)
corner of Wall and Nassau Streets
New York City, New York

This memorial commemorates two earlier buildings on this site that were
the scene of momentous events vital to American freedom and the formation
of the Union. These include the Inauguration of George Washington as the
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first President, and assoclated events. City Hall, the first structure,
was a Capitol of the United States under the Articles of Confederation;
enlarged and renamed Federal Hall, it was the first Capitol under the
Constitution. The later edifice now on the site was designated as -
Federal Hall National Memorial in the mid-20th century.

City Hall, completed and occupied in 1703 or 1704 and remodeled in 1763,
accommodated the colonial (and later State) governments. It was the
scene of the trial of John Peter Zenger (1735), an important precedent
for freedom of the speech and press; the meetingplace of the Stamp Act
Congress (1765), and the seat of the Continental Congress (1784-89).

In City Hall the Continental Congress issued the call for the Consti-
tutional Convention; received, debated, and transmitted the Constitu-
tion to the States for ratification; and prepared for the transfer

of power to the new Govermment. :

Before the structure became the U.,S, Capitol in 1789, the building was
renovated under direction of Maj. Plerre Charles L'Enfaat. He flilled

in the space between the two front wings, which had projected from

a central block, and installed an imposing second—-floor balcony in the
middle of the new front facade. He also made major extensions

at the rear and repartitioned the interior to provide spacious Senate

and House Chambers and an office for the President.

The First Congress met in Federal Hall, the newly renamed and rebuilt
structure, early in April 1789, counted the electoral votes, and
announced the election of George Washington as President and John Adams
as Vice President. On the afternoon of April 30, Washington was sworn
in on the balcony overlooking the crowded intersection. Shortly after-

ward, he delivered his Inaugural Address from the dais of the Senate
Chamber.

In August 1790 the Federal Govermment moved from New York to Philadelphia.
During the next two decades, Federal Hall was used only for State and
city offices. The legislature moved to Albany in 1796, and in 1811

the city also vacated the deterigrating building, which was torn down
the next year.

The structure now on the site, the New York City Custom House, was built
in 1835-42; it is an outstanding expression of the Greek Revival architec-
tural style. It later served the United States Sub-Treasury, the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, and other governmental offices.

The building was designated as a National Historic Site im 1939 and became
a National Memorial in 1955. Federal Hall National Memorial is adminis-—

tered by the National Park Servigce with the cooperation of the Federal
~ Hall Memorial Associates, Inc. It-is open to the public.
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Independence National Historical Park (NPS)
downtown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The Inaugurations of George Washington, for his second Presidential term,
and of John Adams took place in Congress Hall, a structure now in this
Park, during the period that Philadelphia served as the Capital of

the United States (1790-1800). Other structures and sites in the park
also have associations with the Presidents. Momentous national events,
including the meetings of the First and Second Continental Congresses,
adoption and signing of the Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitutional Convention, occurred in its buildings. The Natiomn's

early Presidents played key roles in these events.

The mucleus of the park and its outstanding historle bullding is
Independence Hall. Constructed as the State House for the Province

of Pennsylvania between 1732 and 1756, it served as the principal
meetingplace of the legislature until 1799, though in 1775-77 and in
1778-83 the Second Continental Congress convened in the structure,

as did also the Constitutional Convention in 1787, Future Presidents
Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, and Madison served there at various
times. The meticulously restored, stately, and symmetrical hall, a 2-1/2-
story red brick structure, is one of the most beautiful 18th-century
public buildings of Georgianm style surviving in the United States.

When the Federal Govermment moved from New York to Philadelphia

in 1790, the city council offered for the use of Congress a recently
constructed building on Independence Square, at the southeast

corner of 6th and Chestnut Streets, just west of Independence Hall.
Built between 1787 and 1789 as the County Court House (subsequently
known as Congress Hall), it is a 2-story brick structure with a
projecting south bay and a peaked roof, topped by a cupola,

Congress convened there in December 1790, the Senate meeting in a
small chamber on the second floor and the House of Representatives
in a large one on the first. Some Members of Congress during this
period=--Madison, Monroe, Jackson, and Willism Henry Harrison——were
later Presidents; and Vice Presidents John Adams and Jefferson
presided over the Senate. George Washington recited the Oath of
Office for his second term as Chlef Executive in March 1793 in the
Senate Chamber. In a similar ceremony 4 years later in the House
Chamber, John Adams succeeded him.

After 1800, the year the Federal Govermment relocated to Washington,
the city of Philadelphia utilized Congress Hall., Except for the
enlargement of its south facade in 1793, it has changed little
throughout the years. The National Park Service has restored and
refurnished the interior of the Hall to approximate its appearance
while it was the meetingplace of Congress.
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For short periods in 1793 and 1794, President Washington resided at
the Deshler-Morris House, 5442 Germantown Avenue, in Germantown,
part of the park though located 7 miles away. It is operated by
the Germantown Historical Society in cooperation with the National
Park Service.

The site of a no-longer extant home once owned by Robert Morris, on
the southeast corner of High (present Market) and 6th Streets, is
related to Presidents Washington and Adams. Washington stayed there
with Morris during the Constitutional Convention. During the period
when Philadelphia was the U.S. Capital, Morris made the same house
available as a temporary Presidential mansion, and Washington and
John Adams occupied it in turn.

In 1797 the city of Philadelphia completed an official Presidential
mansion outside the boundaries of the present park, but it was never
utilized for that purpose and has long since disappeared.

In connection with the Bicentennial of the United States, the Natiomnal
Park Service has rebuilt the Jacob Graff, Jr., House. Jefferson drafted
the Declaration of Independence while rooming on the second floor of the
3-1/2-story brick house, on the southwest cormer of 7th and Market Streets.
City Tavern, a favored tavern of the late 18th century, has also been
reconstructed.

The distinguished membership of the American Philosophical Society, the
oldest learned soclety in the United States, has included many Presidents.
The society maintains its headquarters in Philosophical Hall (1787), the
only privately owned building on Independence Square, but also operates
Library Hall, a reconstruction, on Federal land.

Many other sites and structures in the 37-acre park, most of which are
open to the public, have other forms of historic significance. Their
ownership is mixed. Properties that are owned by the city, but adminis-
tered by the National Park Service, are Independence Hall, Congress Hall,
City Hall (1791), and Independence Square.

Independence National Historical Park was established by Act of Congress
in 1948, upon the recommendation of the Philadelphia National Shrines

- Park Commission. - The Act specified the Federal role in the commemoration .
of existing historic sites and buildings and in the acquisition and
management of others. Many individuals and private civic organizations
‘have contributed to the preservation and beautification of the park.

Mount Rushmore National Memorial (NPS)

3 miles south of Keystone, just off
U.S5. 16 on Horse Thief Lake Road

Pennington County, South Dakota

Colossal images of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and
Theodore Roosevelt are carved into the graqit& face of this sheer
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mountain in the Black Hills. An incredible feat of engineering
built between 1927 and 1941, it also stands as a tribute to sculptor
Gutzon Borglum.

Prominent South Dakotans were important figures in the formulation of
the memorial plan. They interested Borglum, who had been engaged in
a similar, but unsuccessful, scheme at Stone Mountain, Ga. In 1925
the State legislature and the U.S. Congress authorized the memorial.
Borglum chose the site in 1925 and within 2 years had raised suffici-
ent private funds to begin construction. His efforts were spurred by
President Coolidge's visit to and speech at the site in the summer

of 1927.

The enormity of the undertaking, however, soon exhausted Borglum's
funds. He appealed to Congress for direct aid, and in 1929 Congress
authorized Federal appropriations, to be matched by private funds.
About a decade later the Government assumed full financial
responsibilicy.

The faces were unveiled one~by-one: Washington (1930); Jefferson (1936);
Lincoln (1937); and Theodore Roosevelt (1939). Each head is about 60
feet in height.

Borglum's master scheme also called for the inscription of a brief
history of the United States into the mountain alongside the heads,
for a huge hall of records in the interior of the mountain, and for
a 400-foot-high flight of steps to provide access to the hall. This
grandiose vision was not completed after Borglum's death in 1941.
The 450,000 tons of rubble generated during the comnstruction remain
in place at the base of the mountain.

The National Park Service has Edniniaéered Mount Rushmore since 1941,
The Park includes 1,278 acres of land, about 32 acres of which are not
‘Federal property. Mount Rushmore National Memorial is open to the public.
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PRESIDENTIAL RAILROAD CARS:

Harding Railroad Car
(Denali) (NR)

Alaskaland Park

Fairbanks, Alaska

This special green compartment-observation car was part of the Alaska
Railroad's special traim that carried President Harding on his Alaskan
tour in July 1923. He drove the golden spike that signified completion
of the railroad line from Seward to Fairbanks. The car remained in
use until the 1940s. In 1959-60, its exterior was restored and it was
presented to the city of Fairbanks. The car has operated as a visitor
information center for the city since 1967. :

U.S. Car No. 1 ("The Ferdinand Magellan")(NR)
The Gold Coast Railroad Museum

3398 S.W. 9th Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Beginning in 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt used this railroad
car on a mumber of trips, including the first leg (D.C.,-Miami) of his
trip to Casablanca. President Truman made his whistlestop campaign of
1948 aboard it. The Eisenhowers also used it, although they traveled
more by air.

Fabricated in 1928, V.S, Car No. 1 served as a private ﬁullman car until
it was rebuilt for use by the President., It was refitted with bulletproof
glass and armor plating, and its interior was redone.

In 1958, the car was deeclared surplus and sold. It is now owned and
operated as a historic exhibit by the Gold Coast Rallroad Museum, a non—
profit volunteer organization. Its appointments, both interior and
exterior, have been well preserved.

PRESIDENTIAL YACHTS:

Seqpuia
National Park Service Pier
Hains Point, D.C.

This teak vessel served as a yacht for Presidents from Hoover through

Ford, although she was used primarily by the Secretary of the Navy while
Williamsburg was the Presidential yacht,

The 104-foot-long, 19-foot-wide, Sequoia was built as a private vessel,
Savarora, in 1925, and was acquired by the Department of Commerce to be
used as an inspection ship in 1931. 1In 1933, turned over to the Navy,
she began service for the Presidents.
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Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy, and Nixon used her frequently,
both for relaxation and to entertain important guests, auch as Winston
Churechill and Leonid Brezhnev.

The ship was sold at auction inm 1977, and was exhibited in 1977-80 at
Myrtle Beach, S.C., by a private group. She was recently acquired by the
Presidential Yacht Trust, Inc., & private non-profit organization and
brought to Washington.

Sequoia is in excellent condition. She is not currently accessible
to the public.

Potomac ("Shangri-la”) (submerged)
San Francisco, California

The steel ship Potomac was built in 1934 and served briefly as a Coast
Guard patrol boat before becoming the Presidential yacht in 1935. The
vessel was 165 feet long, had a beam of about 25 feet, and a draft of
11 feet. Except for some extension of the on—-deck cabin space, the
vessel kept 1its original configuration.

Franklin D. Roosevelt made frequent use of the vessel for fishing trips

and other nautical activities. He entertained and worked aboard. For
example, the first meeting between Roosevelt and young Congressman—-elect
Lyndon B, Johnson occurred during a Texas cruise in August 1937. Roosevelt
also secretly set out aboard the vessel in August 1941 to meet Churchill,
on the jJourney that resulted in the Atlantic Charter, but transferred to
the cruiser Augusta once at sea.

Potomac was retired by President Truman in September 1945, when he
accepted Aras from the Navy. Potomac served a variety of skippers after-
ward. Finally, seized by the Govermment because she was being used for
smuggling, the ship became the property of the General Services Admini-
stration. Subsequently, she sank at the pler where she was moored in San
Francisco, and is apparently still in that location.

Williamsburg (Aras)
Maine Avenue Docks
Washington, D.C.

President Truman accepted Aras, a patrol craft, from the Navy in September
1945. Renamed Williamsburg, she served him and President Eisenhower.
Later, she was used as a floating restaurant in Philadelphia.

Hilliamahurgthaﬂ been characterized as one of the last of the great
steel yachts. Her structure is sound, although cosmetic treatment
would improve her appearance. She has recently been purchased and
brought to Washington by a partnership of local business people.
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PRESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT:

"The Sacred Cow"
Wright-Patterson Air Museum
Wright~Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

Although not the first aircraft modified specifically for Presidential
use, this C-54 was the first so modified to go into active use. President
Roosevelt flew from Malta to Yalta aboard it in 1945, his only journey on
the craft. President Truman used it until 1947. (The name was attached
by the Washington press corps.)

Although the plane is the property of the Natiomal Air and Space Museum,
it 1s on loan to the Wright-Patterson Museum, where it 1s awaiting
restoration. It is not on display.

The Independence
Wright-Patterson Air Museum
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

This Douglas DC-6 went into service om July 4, 1947, Her pilot chose
the name in honor of the date and of President Truman's home town.

She served until the end of Truman's term, at the beginning of 1953.

The Independence is on display to the public.

Columbine II

A Lockheed Constellation that served President Eisenhower in 1953-54.
The fate of this craft is not known at this writing. The plane was
named for the State flower of Mrs. Eisenhower's home state, Colorado.

Columbine III

Wright-Patterson Air Museum
Wright—-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

A more advanced-model of the Lockheed Constellation, this craft served
President Eisenhower in 1954-60,

Columbine III1 is on display.
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Air Force One

Andrews Air Force Base
Maryland

Although any craft which carries the President 1is officially known as
Air Force One, perhaps the ‘most historiec of a number of Boeing 707s
ordinarily used for this purpose, since President Kennedy's term, is that
used by Presidents Kennedy and Johnson on their ill-fated Texas trip in
November 1963. The same craft recently carried the three living
ex-Presidents to the funeral of President Anwar Sadat of Egypt.
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INDIVIDUAL PRESIDENTIAL INVENTORIES

Structures, sites, and memorials associated with individual former Presidents
of the United States, from George Washington through Jimmy Carter, are cataloged
in the following inventories, and accompanied by descriptive notes.

An attempt has heen made to provide comparable data for all the Presidents.

Similar information, however, has not been available on all subjects regarding
them, e.g., their residences during their school and college years

and their assoclations with legislative meetingplaces and their professional
offices.

The Presidents appear in the order of theilr dates of service. To refer to

individual Presidents, however, it will be useful to consult the alphabetical
and chronological indexes that appear in the Table of Contents.

For each President, properties are presented in a generally chronological

order, except where they have a thematic or geographical relation to one

another that makes it useful to group them.

The underscored headings in the inventories should be useful in isolating

particular groups of sites, and will assist comparison between Presidents.

The names of units of the National Park System are followed by the abbraviation
NPS .

National Historic Landmarks, structures and sites designated by the Secretary
of the Interior as of national historic significance, are indicated by NHL.

Properties of local and State importance, nominated by the States and included
in the National Register of Historic Places, are labeled NR.

The status of structures that are known to have been moved, burned, demolished,
severely altered, or reconstructed is indicated in the property headings.

Current ownership, condition, and supplementary data have been included
when available.

The information supplied on specific sites is condensed. The extent of coverage
has been deliberately restricted. The Presidents, published by the National

Park Service in 1977, and the files of the Division of History of the Natiomal
Park Service may be consulted for more detailed background, including photographic
documentation, of a large proportion of the properties.

Many private properties are included in this report hecause of their historic
significance. Their inclusion, except where noted, does not signify that the
owners encourage public wvisitationm.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON
1789-1797

Birthplace:

George Waeshington Birthplace National Momument (NFS)
(apeculative reconstruction)

east of Virginia 3,

Westmoreland County, Virginia

The memorial mansion at this site along the Fotomac symbolizes
Wakefield, the house in which George Washington was borm on
FPebruary 22, 1732, and spent the Eirst 3 years of his life. His
family then moved farther up the river to the Little Hunting
Creek plantacion that came to be known as Mount Vernon.

In 1717 or 1718, Augustine, George's father, bought land in this
area. He built the residence that becams known as Wakefield
probably between 1722 and 1726. His firact wife died in 1729 and
2 years later he brought his new wife, Mary Ball, to reaide at
Wakefleld., George Washington waa their first child.

George never owned Wakefield. Upon the death of his father in
17463, it passed to his older half-brother, Augustine, Jr. AL
that time or soon thereafter, George may have returned for

& while and attended school nearby. He also visited often in
gubsegquent YEATS.

The property remainsd in the family of Augustine, Jr., until it
was destroyed by fire 4n 1779 or 1780. The house was not rabuile.

For many yvears, the site of Wakefield was neglected and forgotten.
The first to place a marker there was George Washington Parke

Custis, grandson of Martha and ezptwhile ward of George Washington.
In June 1816, he held a memorial ceremony &t the probable house

sita and placed 4 freestone slab marker, which eventually disappeared.

In 1858, a family heir donated a small plot of land at the site

and the nearby femily burial ground to the State. In 1882, the
State donated the property to the Federal Government, which scon
acquired additional acreage. The Govermment placed a granite shafrt
at the aite in 1895-96. In the late 1920s Congress asuthorized the
construction of & house at the site as nearly as possible like
Wakefield. By 1931-32, the Wakefield National Memorial Association,
aided by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., had transferred enough land to the
Govarnment to bring the holdings to about 394 acres.
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The memorial house was buile in 1930-32. It is a typical brick Geor-
gian residence of 1-1/2 stories, which is a general reprasentation of
Virginia plantation residences of the period; exhaustive ragearch had
failed te yield reliasble ioformation about the appearance of the birth-
place. Archeological work, however, has revealed foundation remmants
that appear to be those of the original structure. AL the time the
memorial house was completed, the granite shaft was moved to its present
location, near the entrance to the park.

The family burial plot and the site of the home of John Washington,
George's great-grandfacther, are about a mile northwest of the memorial
mansion. ‘The burial plot, surrounded by a brick wall, includes the
graves of George's father, half-brother Augustine, and other close
relacives and ancestors. Additional features of the national mooument,

which embraces a total of 538 acres (all federally owned), are a colonial
"living farm™ and a Morgan horae farm.

hood Home:

Perry Farm (burned)
712 Kings Highway
Stafford County, Virginia

The Washington family lived in a white frame house at this site on
land his father purchased in 1738. The family remained together
here from that year until 1743, when George's father died, From
then on, the youth's time was divided between Ferry Farm, where

his mother continued to live, and the homes, which his half-brothers

owned, at Wakefield (present Washington Birthplace National Monument)
- and Mount Vernon.

Washington's mother contimyed to reside at the Farry Farm until
1771 or 1772. The house appears to have burned about 1776.

The site now includes a later farmhouse and dependencles and a
"surveying office” that may date from colonial times. Ir is privately
owned .

Marriage:

St. Pecer's Church (NR)
County Route 642

o
“ffhit,u House” (burned)
New Kent County, Virginia

Jamuary 6, 1759. Whether George Washington and Martha Custis were
married in her home, or journeyed to church for the marriage, has
been disputed. In any evept, they stayed on at her home for about
3 months after the marrlage, and arranged matters related te her
extensive property holdings in the area.






