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FOREWORD

This study has been produced by the National Park
Service field staff assigned to the National Survey of Historic
Sites and Buildings. The proposals of the field staff in this
theme study, "Literature, Drams and Music," have been evaluated
and screened by the Consulting Committee for the Survey and by
the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings
and Monuments. The Board endorsed thirty-six of the thirty-
eight sites and buildings recommended by the field staff for
classification as being of exceptional value and meeting the
criteria for the Registry of National Historic Landmarks. The
Board recommended the classification of two buildings which
were placed by the field staff among "Other Sites and Buildings
Considered and Noted": The Abbey, Joaquin Miller Home, Oakland,
California; and the Noah Webster Birthplace, West Hartford,
Connecticut. The Board also recommended that the Helen Hunt
Jackson Home, Amherst, Massachusetts, and the Territorial
Enterprise Building, Virginia City, Nevada, both of which the
field staff recommended for classification, be transferred
to the category of "Other Sites and Buildings Considered and
Noted." The Territorial Enterprise Building is a portion of
the Virginis City Historic District, which was classified
under the subtheme of "The Mining Frontier."

When the studies are published for wider distribution

they will be revised to reflect these recommendations.
.

Elornd T

Conrad L. Wirth
Director
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PREFACE

The purpose of the National Survey of Historic Sites and
Buildings, as outlined in the Historic Sites Act, is to "make a sur-
vey of historic and archeologic sites, buildings, and objects for the
purpose of determining which possess exceptional value as commemorat-
ing or illustrating the history of the United States.' In carrying
éut this basic directive, each site and building considered in the
Survey is evaluated in terms of the Criteria for Classification, which
are listed in the appendix to this report.

Each theme study prepared in the course of the Survey con-
sists of two parts: a brief analysis of the theme itself, and a dis-
cussion of the sites and buildings which were considered in connection
with the study.

This study is the result of a joint effort by the Survey
Historians in the Regional Offices of the National Park Service, with
the assistance of the Branch of History in the Washington Office. The
Southeast Regional Office was responsible for coordinating and assem-
bling this report.

The study as here presented is regarded as being in draft
form, and will first be submitted to the Consulting Committee of the
National Survey, which reviews and makes recommendations accordingly
to the Director of the National Park Service. After recommended re-
visions have been made, the study will be presented to the Advisory
Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments for

final evaluations and recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior.
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LITERATURE, DRAMA AND MUSIC

A Summary of the Theme



Introduction

Literature, Drama, and Music

A general restriction of the Advisory Board on National Parks,
Zistoric Sites, Buildings and Monuments, for the evaluation of historic
sites, is that the event or events recognized should have occurred at
least fifty years ago. In preparing the Study on Literature, Drama and
Music this criterion has been kept in mind. Most of the sites in this
study are associated with the accomplishments of individuals. We have,
therefore, considered the fifty year limitation as being applied to the
period of their most significant productivity, rather than from the date
of their birth or death. Also, where birthplace sites are extant, but
the person lived there for just a short while, efforts have been made
to find and evaluate a place associated prominently with his productive
years.

The field of American literature before 1900 proved to be vast-
ly richer than the fields of drama and music. Today, however, the United
States is well in the forefront in these latter two fields. Our rela-
tive position has been reversed, and it is sometimes difficult to recall
the earlier lack of development.

In addition, the literary activity is largely concentrated in
New England and California. New England experienced an amazing creative
outburst in literature within the nineteenth century. This flowering
can be even more sharply focused in place and time. Its center was Massa-

chusetts, and it took place largely between 1830 and 1880. Material



prosperity and an intellectual and spiritual release from Calvinistic
restraints combined to foster New England's awakening.

An unusual literary development that was strongly individua-
listic, fresh and vigorous occurred in California in the mid-nineteenth
century. Drama and music were also encouraged to a degree that was
remarkable in so young a region. The booming gold rush gave San
Francisco an undisputed economic monopoly over the entire Pacific Coast
from 1849-1869. Building on this material basis, San Francisco ex-
perienced a golden age in literature and the arts that appeared almost
overnight on the rough and ready frontier and ended as quickly after
a brief flowering. Completion of the first transcontinental railroad
in May, 1869, brought down with a crash both San Francisco's economic
hegemony and her monopoly of Pacific Coast culture. Not unfil the
beginning of the twentieth century was San Francisco to see another ris-
ing literary group.

In sharp contrast, t here was a general failure in the ante-
bellum South to produce an imaginative literature expressing the individ-
uality of that section. Statesmen and men of action were the Southern
spokesmen of this period. In addition, there were no critics nor an
audience to give authors the necessary stimulation. Charleston, Richmond,
and New Orleans failed to stimulate a literary life comparable to that
of Boston and New York. Writers of the New South, such as .Joel. Chandler
Harris, turned with more success to exploit a rich vein of Southern

life and folklore.



A study of this field in the twentieth century, largely
excluded because of the fifty-year limitation, would tend, however,
toward a wider distribution with considerable numbers of sites and
buildings associated with prominent individuals in the South and the
mid-West.

Most persons of European citizenship who did only a portion
of their work in the colonies or the United States were excluded from
consideration. This rule obtained to a lesser degree in the drama
and music portions of the study.

In evaluating sites in the field of literature, the writers
considered have been almost exclusively literary figures. Sites as-
sociated with a few who were primarily statesmen rather than authors--
men such as Lincoln, Jefferson and Franklin-- have been recognized in
other categories. Many great scientists, orators, and historians who
were also excellent writers have, with few exceptions, been considered
elsewhere. Parkman, Motley, Prescott and Bancroft, however, appeared
to warrant recognition in this field because of the special literary
quality of their work.

It should be re-emphasized that this is a study of historic
sites and buildings associated with a cultural theme in American life,
and many deserving persons are not represented by an extant site sig-

nificantly associated with them, or one that still possesses integrity.



Analytical Statement

LITERATURE

American literature in its earliest stages exhibited two
obvious characteristics. 1Its outlook was basically European rather
than American; secondly, it was an adjunct to a calling or a pro-
fession other than that of writer. Migrants to a new continent
naturally recorded their observations for their own amusement or
for scientific purposes. Diaries, sketches and log books, of vary-
ing degrees of accuracy and insight are numerous. Theologians, as
might be expected in colonies that were founded in considerable
part as a result of religious dispute, formed a prominent writing
group. -Another category consisted of poets and essayists; the
novelists were still nearly a century and a half in the future. Poli-
tical satire and serious political comment appeared at the time of
the American Revolution and as the early Republic materialized. With
the second quarter of the nineteenth century markedly successful
efforts appeared in the field of Belles Lettres, and in 1870 or there-
about occurred "the second discovery of America' in literature. Some
would prefer to call this trend towards an indigenous culture the
achievement of our literary independence. A group of writers who were
not college trained broke from the romantic tradition of Europe and

the eastern seaboard to develop their own style of realism, itself



often romantic. They found in the native scene material which they
employed in a manner peculiarly our own. This comment is not a re-
flection on the writers who possessed an 0ld World outlook, but an
appraisal of viewpoints that were as widely divergent as those of
Sinclair Lewis and Ernest Hemingway.

Much of the real flowering of American culture in litera-
ture has occurred in the twentieth century and is not included in

this study.

The Seventeenth Century

Occasionally the Colonies developed, or attracted, a note-
worthy man of letters. One of these, George Sandys, a brother of

Sir Edwin Sandys, translated Ovid's Metamorphoses at Jamestown,

Virginia.1

Captain John Smith, adventurer extraordinary, was the first
of many men of action in the New World to record his experiences.
The legacy of his writings combines fact and fancy in degrees that
can never be sifted with finality. Accounts of his explorations were
useful, his advice to the Mother Country on the proper attitude toward

Virginia was salutary, and his adventure stories were salty.

1 George Sandys, 1577-1643, was resident treasurer of the Virginia
Colony, 1621-1628. His publications include Ovid's Metamorphocses,
Englished by George Sandys, London, 1626.

2

John Smith, 1579-1631, wrote A True Relation, London, 1608, and
The Generall Historie of Virginia, New England and the Summer
Isles, London, 1624.




George Alsop observed the American scene no less shrewdly
in both verse and prose, but in a distinctly lighter vein. Alsop's
humor was quite unusual for the time.3

William Bradford, able Governor of Massachusetts, and
Edward Winslow kept journals which recounted the activities of the
Plymouth Colony in readable form and with admirable attention to
detail.4

Colonial literature of the seventeenth century was com-
prised largely of accounts of travel and colonizing, descriptions of
Indian troubles, treatises on religion, and commentaries on every-
day life. These subjects were sometimes combined in the form of

polemics or sometimes, as in the case of Thomas Morton on the Separa-

tists, as ribald satires.5 Nathaniel Ward wrote The Simple Cobbler

of Aggawam (London, 1647) in an attempt 'to help mend his native
country."

Religious writing naturally flourished during the seventeenth
century and is represented by a succession of scholarly, tireless clergy-

men with orthodox Puritan views. John Cotton (1585-1652) and three

3 George Alsop, 1638-? A Character of the Province of Maryland, London,
1666.

4 G. Mourt, Relation, London, 1623. Mourt wrote the preface.
5 Thomas Morton, 1641-? New English Canaan, Amsterdam, 1637.




generations of Mathers, Richard (1596-1669), Increase (1639-1723),
and Cotton (1663-1728), were the acknowledged leaders.6

Seventeenth century poetry, limited chiefly to New
England, was excessively imitative and strongly marked by the tenets
of Calvinism. It was sound in theology but weak in meter. The
Virginia Colonist George Sandys, in his Ovid translation, mentioned
previously, was a happy exception. But it should be noted that
poetry writing of any quality was a worthy accomplishment under the
stark conditions of the New World of that period. Ann Bradstreet
(1612-1672), whose husband, Governor Simon Bradstreet, possessed a
library of some pretensions, wrote chiefly dull bookish verse, as we

view it today. Occasionally, however, as in The Tenth Muse (London,

1650), she attempted to depict something of homely colonial life,
Michael Wigglesworth (1631-1675) versified on such somber subjects as

The Day of Doom (London, 1662) with a zeal that illustrated Puritanism

at its darkest. Similarly, Urian Oakes (1631-1681) sounded dire warn-

ings and produced one memorable but crude elegy.

The Eighteenth Century

Through the first half of the eighteenth century literature
followed a similar pattern, but was somewhat more mature in concept.

Accounts of Indian raids, pious verse, histories of the settlements,

Cotton Mather, the most able and prolific of the group (with more
than 450 '"volumes' published) was a man of wide interests and pos-
sessed of sufficient intellectual honesty to acknowledge his error

in the Salem witchcraft hysteria. Kenneth B. Murdock in the Diction-
ary of American Biography appraised his work as "Artistically more
worthy than the bulk of American literature prior to 1728."

7



and the inevitable sermons make up the bulk of material. These
literary efforts were becoming more widely dispersed among the
Colonies.

Two volumes illustrate the Indian theme., The Redeemed

Captive Returning to Zion, written by the Reverend John Williams

(1644-1729) in 1707 and republished in several editions, recounts
Indian cruelties following the raid on Deerfield, Massachusetts,
in February, 1704. Stout old Captain Benjamin Church (1639-1718),
relentless Indian fighter, candidly told of his pursuit of King

Philip in Entertaining Passages Relating to King Philips War, pub-

lished in 1716.

The descriptions of the settlements early in the seven-
teen hundreds began to exhibit the qualities of promotional writing
as we know it today. Candid disparagement of rival colonies was
not neglected. Virginia's admirers include Robert Beverly, William
Smith, William Byrd, and Hugh Jones.7 While extolling Virginia,
Jones proclaimed South Carolina a pirate's lair and North Carolina
the refuge of runaways. Other colonies were well represented in
this type of writing, and the cockfighting, horse-racing Virginians
did not escape unscathed from the pens of loyal scriveners singing

the praises of Georgia, the Carolinas, Pennsylvania, and New York.

€ Robert Beverly (ca. 1673-1722), History and present State of

Virginia, London, 1705; William Stith (1689-1755), The History
of the First Discovery and Settlement of Virginia, Williams-
burg, 1747; William Byrd (1674-1744), History of the Dividing

Line, 1720; Hugh Jones (1669-1760), The Present State of Virginia,

London, 1724.



New England theological writing reached its zenith with
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), who possessed one of the truly remark-
able minds of the Colonial Period. Although Edwards was primarily a
preacher, and, briefly, president of Princeton, he wrote extensively.

His Freedom of the Will (1754) is still regarded as a milestone in

American philosophical writing.

The decline of the Mather-~Jonathan Edwards school of philo~
sophical writers corresponded with the rise of a new breed of politiczl
swordsmen of the pen--the controversialists, satirists and consti-
tutionalists who helped usher in the struggle for independence and
nationalism. Such writing served a practical purpose, and much of it
was sincere, fearless and forceful. Expressions of the Tory view-
point, however less emphasized since that time, were equally in evidence,

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), certainly one of the most en-
lightened of American figures, was held in high admiration as statesman,
philosopher, and scientist both in the colonies and in Great Britain
and France., He was a skilled satirist and, according to Carl Becker,
may have been bypassed in favor of Jefferson as the choice to write the
Declaration of Independence, through fears that he would conceal jokes

8

in the text. Among literary circles Franklin was noted for Poor

Richard's Almanack, for many philosophical papers, and for his unfinish-

ed Autobiography.

8
Carl Becker, "'Benjamin Franklin," Dictionary of American Biography,

VI, 597.







