


























































Form 10-81T 
(Bepl. 1967) - UNITED STATES , 

iJEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS =-=--:-· ::y,.,::.:.. Z. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 
Montana XVII-b, Commerce and Industry 

:.. ,..;;.,i::S) OF SIT£ 

Big Hole River Hydroelectric Plant Site · 
... ... c ·: LOCATION (Gbuntr, lotar11Afp, roa", de. If dl,Oleull lo find, •tdeA on 8uppl1mmtarr 

Silver Bowl Country, about 30 miles southwest of Butte 
o. NAME ANO ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alto admlnl.trator lftflJ!erml from atonerl 

Montana Power Company 
' • • i.1 PORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION ( Duerlb1 bruflr t0Aol mdu .Uc Important 011' toAot r""4fnl art trlonl) 

1 

1 •· APPROX. ACREAGE 

This was the site of the ·third eydroelectric plant to be 
erected in Montana. 

A small hydroelectric plant vas installed on this site on the 
Big Hole River in 1899 to supply power to.the city of Butte. The plant 
is no longer active. \ · 

I 

• ' ----·--------8. Bloc . ..NRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Glut btal 1oureu: location of monuierlpt1 ontf ror1 loorb) . : 

Electrical West 7 th Annivers 
(Vol. 129, No. 2 , 139, 1 3. 

!l. REPORTS ,.;iO STUDIES (Mention bul rlf1orl1and1t11tflu, a1, NP.<; 1tlld11, TlABS, tte.) 

None. 

Issue l.887-l 62 August, 1962 

JI. CONDITION 
. 12. PRESENT USE (Muuum, form,*·> 

Unused for Power · 

Charles W. Snell 
GIVE 



! _. 
:ll'(r.'Jn 10-81'r 
, (Bept., 196'1) - UNITED STATES -

~EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
=-=--·. - -·· -~~========;===~::::::::::==========-======:=:=::===:=====::=.:==:==:=:====::=::===:=:=::======= 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 1. ::: .. 

- -· .-.:.:a XVII-b, Commerce and Industry. 
--~ :: .~~-~~;:·~le Hydroelectric Plant and Copper Concentrator , 1 • · APPROX. ACREAGE 

---•. .-Xfr .... : LOCATION (Cbuntv. towmAlp, roau, de. If difficult In /Ind. •tddl on .''lupplementarr SAtd) the City of Great Falls. 
C-~~~de County, at Black Eagle, on the no~h bank of the Missouri ;:;!~ __ QPPOsite to/ 

.. ,,, ... · .. _ . .... DDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Auo admlnl1trator lfdl.f!trtnl from ownrrl 

-~ - .,;;ma Power Com:PB:DY (Power Plant) • 
... r ..... ... ; ; .:'iCE AND DESCRIPTION ( Duerlbt brltftr 1dal matu 1Ue Important and 10Aal rt111<1m1 ar1tzlanl) 

The Black Eagle Hydroelectric Plant, erected in 1889-1891, is the 
;;. :.:: ~ or the first hydroelectric plant in Montana; this plant was also among .:-.:: . .:. .earliest of such generating stations to be erected in the Far West.l 

The first electric generator in Montana, a Brush steam generator, 
\:. ~ . 1emonstrated at :Butte in November, 1880, and this new device was quickly 
a~opted. other Montana towns, such as Helena in 1882, Great Falls, Billings, 
.;.;; _ Livingston in 1887, also soon had electric lights. Until 1891, however, 
;:, .. -:::~power generated all of Montana's electricity. 

In 1887 James J. Hill of the G~eat Northern Railroad and Paris 
Gi·.:..::::m formed the Great Falls Water Power & Tmmsite Company and acquired 
all of the water pover sites along the Missouri River near Great Falls. 
Ir. 1889 the company agreed to undertake the construction of a dam and 
'.'.:: "".:.: :-oelectric plant at Great Falls for the purpose of sup:ply1ng electrical 
:/ ··wer for use at the Boston & Montana Consolidated Copper and Silver Mining 
~c?per concentrator, which the mining firm proposed to erect opposite to· 
.:::-cat Falls, in order to reduce ores from the Butte mines. 

Construction on the dam and power house, known today as the 
· ~·:..:.: • ..::k Eagle hydroelectric development, started in 1889 and was completed in .:...891. Power for the mining company's concentrator was transmitted by a 
: .. ,000-foot rope drive, and a similar installation 1,500 feet long carried 
. .:.·:·Jer to the smelter. Power was delivered to the refinery, a distance of 
:-.,. ,,,c,:, feet over a large number of half-inch copper conductors in parallel, 
cz.rried on a two-pole fixture with 3 and 4 arms. · ( ) · Continued 

-- --------8. BIBL I(,;> ·, , ,>HICAL REFERENCES (Otoe br.t 1oureu; vlre lotatlon of manu1erlpt1 and rarr worb) 

Electric West 7 th .Annivers Issue 188 -1 62 August, 1962 (Vol. J29, No. 2), ' 139-40; Montana~ A State Guide Book American Guide Series) (New York, 1955), Bo, 150-51, 353. 

9.RfPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention but report• a11d 1lrtdlu, a1, NPS tlPldJ, llABS, ett.) 

None. 

12. PRESENT USE ( Muuum, farm, fk.) 

15. TITLE 

Historian 

lant 
113. DATE OF VISIT 

hot y;f.._.13_1,t-=e=d===== 
: 16. DATE 

__ 1~_!§,__1266 
. •DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10!-i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAMF. OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. ; 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) ,, 
! : 



FOrm lMlT& 
C8epl. IQ67) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF 1'.'HE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PAR~ SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF. HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

. I 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more spe.ce for any item on the 
regUlaT form, and for recording pertinent data. from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 

. Suppleme~1t Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
' of the items. All information given should be headed by ~he item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
: 6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . . ; I • ~ Page 2. 

· STATE llAME(S) OF SITE . ' i 
Black Eagle Hydroelectric Plant and Copper Concentrator . . -

-~ · ~ (Continued) . i 
. i 

In 1893 the Townsite Company a.:iso built an additional power house 
0;:. -.;~1e south bank of the river to furnish power far the ;t'lour mill of the 
F.:.:;y~ Milling Company. , 

The Black Eagle plant was :redeveloped in. 1927 and an 18,000-kw 
generator station installed. The original timber crib dam was also then 
:r __ .:..aced by a concrete gravity. dam. i : : · 

The electrolytic copper refine~ was completed in 1892 and 
operated until 1916, when it was repla.ced :qy- the existing copper and zinc 
reduction war ks. · 

j 

lHydroelectric plants appeared in the various Far Western states as . 
follows: l. Washington, at Spokane in 1886; California, at Grass Valley 
and Nevada City in 1887; Idaho, at Boise and Hailey in 1887; Oregon, at 
Oregon City in 1889; utah, at the Ames Plant for the Gold King Mine in 

· 1891; Nevada, at Floristan for Reno . in 1900; Arizona, on the Arizona Canal 
for Phoenix in 1901; and Colorado, a.t the Shoshone plant in 1909. 



.. ~.10-SlT 
_;\. 11167) e UNITED STATES I 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I. ST;,T.£ Z. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XVII-b Commerce and Indust 
- · .iM.1<:(S) OF SIT£ ' , 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 
·- Ca.nyon Ferry Hydroelectric Plant Site 
5. i::X.;:·; LOCATION (Cbunt~. loton1Alp, roadl, de. If dl,Dleull In find. ddeA on 8uJ>J>lemmlorr SAcd) 

_ .. ___ : ~'Wis and Clark County, about 15 miles ~El.st of Helena, via Stat~.J?.!34 •. ·-
e>. ·'"·>it: ANC. ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Allo admlnl1trator lfdlflermt /tom 0tonerl ; 

t'. s. Government (Bureau of Reclamation). 
7.i~\-i'O~TANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Ducrlbe 6rw/fr toAol maku rite Important and toA11l r!MOfn1 arl a:lanl) 

The Canyon Ferry Hydroelectric Plant was the.second water­
powered generating plant to_ be built in Montana. 

. I 

The Canyon Ferry develapmen~ was completed 1n 1898 on the 
Aissouri River near Helena by ~he Helena Water and Electric Power 
::ompa.ey. The original plant was acti +e until i 19491 when the building 
and site were flooded out by tb,e constru.ctioniot :Bureau of Reclamation's 
~a.nyon Ferry DBm. · 

.. . -

I 

I 
! 
i 

i: 
: I 
' I 
. ! 
• I 

; i 
: I 
1 ! 

I: 
I 
; 

{, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gloe bt8t aoureu: vtre location of ma11u1crfpl1 and rare eooru) 

Electric West th Annivers Issue J.88 -1 62 August, 1962 
~Vol. 1291 No. 2 , 1 1, 1 3; Montana, ·A state Guide American Guide Series) 
\New York, 1955), 86, 164. · ; 

9. REPORIS AND STUDIES (Mention but riporl1aud1l.11dita, or, !\'PS 1llldg, '1IABS. ttt.) 

' 31one. 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS. Photos No' II. COND11:10N 12. PRESENT USE (.Muuum,/arlll, *" 113. DATE OF VISIT 
.. TACHED: YESO NOCXX Flood Site Reservoir ,Not ~~~ted e z.:;~~~- OF RE RM °'"''f Charles w. Snell IS. :~torian ___ j~~T~'- .~266 

OUHT ON AN I X 10~ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER • . IDENTIFY 'BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. • 
(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPL~MEHTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) ' . 



Form 10-81'7 
(BepL. ID67) A UNITED STATES A 

~...::?ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOP 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

Montru:ia 1

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XVII-b Connnerce and Industry 
3. NAME(S) OF SIT£ 

Ohio Oil Company Well No. 1 , j ' · APPROX. ACREAGE 

5. EXACT LOCATION (Clluntv. tororuhlp, roadl, de. If dl,Dleull In find. ddeh on Supplementarr Shed) 
Carbon County, near :Bridger, u. s. Highwa~._31_0_. ______ _ 

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Allo admlnl1trator I/different from 0tono) 

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (l>ucrlb1 brlt.flv roAat mdu 1111 Important and 111Aal nmamrarurtanl) 

Ohio Oil Company Well No. 1, completed on December 12, 1915, was 
th~ discovery wal.l of Montana's first permanent oi1 field. 

The first reported discovery of crude oil in Montana was made by 
m~.~'bers of an immigrar~t -wagon train in 1864, when they found an oil seepage 
about 12 1/2-miles northwest of the Bozeman Trail crossing of the Big Horn 
F.: .· :::~. In 1892 oil seepages were also found around Kintla Lake in Flathead 
Cc .. :ty, about four miles south of the Canadian border. The first efforts 
to evelop this field began in 1899 and the first oil well in Montana was 
1."'~.iled in this area in 1901. A good quality oil was found, but not enough :or commercial production. As a result Montana's first short-lived oil boom 
collapsed. 

Montana's second oil boom occurred in 1902-19()9. In 1901 SE...m f'omes 
i'otmd traces of oil in the Swift Current Creek district. north of st. i~.:ary' s 
·_. ·;.·}£ in Glacier County. Drilling began in 1902 and in l.903 oil was struck 
a~. '500 feet. In 19o4 a sixty-barrel-a-day well was brought in. By 19o6, 
l~ nells were in production in that district, and of these, five were · 
~:oducing in paying quantities; also every acre of this 60-mile-long by 
l5-mile-wide field bad bean claimed by speculators. But production soon 
declined, the wells filled ~th water, by 1909 the field had been abandoned. 

In August, 1915, drilling operations started in Wyoming in an 
area known as Elk Basin, close to the Montana line. In December, 1915, the Ohio Oil Company brought in its discovery veil on the Montana side of 
the Elk Basin near Bridger. After reaching its peak of production in 1917', 
when it produced 99,399 barrels, production at the Elk Basin field has -~aduall.y declin~d ever since. · . (Continued) 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gi!'e bt•t •our<u; olrtlaratlon of manuicrlpt1 and rare worb) 

Don Douma, "The History of Q11 in Montana," Montana Magazbe: of 
HistoS), Autumn, 1953, 18-30; Montana, A State Guide .Book (American Guide 
Series (New York, 1955) 85,339. · 

~. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention bUI r<T•or/1nttd11.rtdlu, 01, NPS 1tridy, llABS. etc.) 

None. 

10. PH~ro~RAPHs· Photos,Nor· 11. co'NomoN 
' ·: 1 ?··-HED: YES 0 NO DIX -

-~j~:'-. ;- Rf.COR!'~)Slo11111ur~) 
-~-)...,~~ Charles W. Snell 

112. PRESENT USE (.Muaeum,/arm, lie.) 

Oil Field . 

Historian 
15. TITLE 

1
13. DATE OF VISIT 

, Not .visited 
'. 16. DATE 

__ __LM&il _~-~-- J.966 
•:>RY MOUNT OH AN I X 10~ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAMF. OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(If ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 

. . --- ~ - --- ··-- ·----·-·-- - ----· --- --- - - ---- ~- -·- ----· - - - - - - - - ~ --



, 
'FOrm llMllTa 

(8epC. 1907) UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITiES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular ic-rm, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplcm•.::.• ~ Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the i~·~ms. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Des\j!'i) t.ion and Importance (cont'd) • • . Page 2. 
~--====================;;=========================================== STATE llAME(S) OF SITE 

:.Io:c.tana Ohio Oil Compaey Well No_. l. 

·; . Continued. 

By 1919 Montana. had five oil companies, 31 active wells, and 
~- '· : -i.7 ,o67 in capital invested in petroleum; the industry then employed 
v ; l: eople. The value o-: Montana's petroleum product was $258, 046, which 
Z"' ·.:2..:ad it second a.:t'ter W'.fOming as an oil producing state in the Rocky 
~: -:..~.:.:,a.in petroleum f'ields.l 

The chief significance of the Elk Basin discovery lay in the 
~::.couragement that it gave to prospectors to continue the hunt for oil 
in Montana. As a result of success at Elk Basin, more important producing 
C;.il fields were soon found, such as the Cat Creek Field in Petroleum County 
in 1920, the Soap Creek Field in Big Horn County in 1921, and Kevin .. Sunburst 
Field in Toole County in 1921. 

The Elk Basin oil wells near Bridger still produce some oil. 

L.rhe value of Wyoming's petroleum in 1919 was $21,959,937 and that of 
Colorado, $153,594. 



• 
FormtG-Bl'f 

~ (&pt. IQ.l7) A UNITED STATES A 
~~PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOfP' 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

I ., .. -

• 

. _..,_ ·.:ana 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
Z. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 
XVII-b Commerce and Industry 

Anaconda wn& founded in 1.883 by Marcus Daly 1 the originator of Montana's great copper indust~\as the site for his copper smelter; this plant, the largest in the woria; was completed in 1884. From 1887 to 1907, 
!•:o:-:.tana .·was the leading copper-producing state in the nation, and this out­
__ , -;;<(; was largely based on the production of the Butte mines. 

·In 1892 the first smelter was re.placed by an even larger smelter, and converters were added to form the first fully equipped copper reduction plant in the United States. In 1902 this plant was re.placed by the presen-i; gigantic Washoe smelter. The.huge stack. is 5~5 feet high, 75 feet in. diameter at the base and 60 feet at the top. Nearly all the zinc and copper ores 
mi:::. ..... d. in Montana are still concentrated and smelted at this plant • 

-----------·· 8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gioe bt•l lourru; gfre loratlon of manurcrlpt1 and rare woru) 

Montana, A state Guide Book (American Guide Series) "(New York, 1955), 53, Bo, -368-371; K. Ross Toole, Montana, An Uncommon land (Norman, 1959 ), 158-159, :.63-64, 168-172; Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Washington, Idaho, and Montana. :.3an Francisco, 1890), 764; Thomas A •. ~ckard1 A History of American Mining 
__ _{New YoT'k... 1932), 35h3,.A.l<------. --·'---· ---------'--------------9. REPO::l7S AND STUDicl' (Mention but rtpor/, attd ll.1'dlu, a1, NPS ,lrtdJ, TT ABS, de.) · 

i'lone. 

io:PHoTOGRAPHS• Photos No~ 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE C.Muieum,form, •·> j 1J. DATE OF v1s1T 
ATTACHED: YEsO HO@' JOrig. bldg, altered Smelter !Not visited .=.=N=A=.M=E=O=F=RE=c=o=RD~E=R=(8=~=RIJl=U=~7)=======================:==1~.~5_~T~ITL~E=========================7: ~.6~. D~A==TE 

Charles W. Snell Historian ---~-~~-~~66 
•ORY MOUNT OH AN I X 10!-i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND :NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVnDPfS: 1 ; , • 

GIVE 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLE~ENTA~Y SHEET, 1~311a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) . I I ! ' I 

---·----- -- ___ ______ :_ I \I \ \ . , ---4-----



e . . 

l'orm t0-81T 
(Sept. 11167) e UNITED STATES e 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I. STATE 

Nebraska 
Z. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

3. NAME(S) OF SIT£ 

Florence Ban.lt 

XVII-b Commerce and Indust 

5. EXACT LOCATION (Covntr. t010111hlp, roadl, de. If dl.111cull to ftnd, 1tctcl on Buppltmmtarr 811td) 
Douglas County, 8502 North 3oth Street, North Omaha, 

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Allo admlnlltrator l/tll§trml ftom OIDntr) 

Northside BankL_Omaha~~-·~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Ducrlb1 brlljlr to kt matu 1111Important11t1d toAat r1111Gln1 art a:tanl) 

, 1 •· APPROX. ACREAGE 

Built in 18561 this two-story brick structure-is still utilized as a bank. The building is now being restored by the Florence Historical Foundation. 

-~~~~~----------------------8. Bibliographical References. 

: \ I 
i : : i 

; .; ~ 

; . 

·~ 

' 

Nebraska, A Guide to the Corn Husker state (American Guide Series) . ~·.:ew York, 1947), 245; Walker D. Wyman, 110maba, Frontier Depot and Prodigy _ .:J-f Council Bluff," Nebraska Histor;x:, XVII (July-September, 1936), 143-155; Alfred Sorenson, The story of Omaha (Omaha, .1923). Letter of Mr. Marvin F. Kivett, Director, Nebraska state Historical Society, to Charles w. Snell, a.a:ted ~ 6, 1966. 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (01.e but tourta; olo1 lo<atlon of maiau.erlpt1 and nitl IDOfb) 

See above. 

i' 

,9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention but r<r•orl1and1l.1tdlt1, 01, NPS1t"dV, llABS, ttc.). 
·\ 

I None. 

112. PRESENT USE C.M1t1eum, /orm, Ilk.) 

restore& Bank · ===========~=====::::!===e:!'::::::==:!;~~===~ 
15. TITLE 

Historian Snell 

1
13. DATE OF VISIT 

. Not visited ---___ i ~~~~-~ __ 1966 ' •DRY MOUllT ON AH I X IO)i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IH PROPER NEGATIVE EHVD.OPES. ' 

'. (IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTA~Y SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
i 
I ' 



I 

Form 10-nT 
(Sep&. 11167) 

~ . 

A UNITED STATES A 
~EPARTWf.::i\IT OF THE INTERIOn" 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

Nebraska 
Z. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XVII-b Commerce and Indust 
. 3. NAME(S) OF sm: 

Fontenelle Bank ' 1 •· APPROX. ACREAGE 

. 5. EXACT LOCATION (O>untv. lotandfp, roadl, de. I/ dl.Dleult lo find, ddell on 8uppl1111111tarr 8'1d) 

Sarpy County, 23.rd and Main Streets, Bellew_e. ______ _ 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alla admlnlltrator l/dljf1rmt from ot0nerl 

City of Bellevue 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Duerlbe br~JIV eolat mdra lit1 Important and eoAal ""'°"'' ar1 a:tanl) 

Built in 1856, this two-stor.r brick buildine served first as a bank., then as the Sarpy County Courthouse, and finally as a town ball. The structure is now being restored by the Greater Nebraska Historical Foundation. 

' ' i 
' I 

. \ 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Glee be.t aourcu: girt loC1Jllon of manuicrlpt1 and ra,, ·toarb) 

Nebraska, A Guide to the Cornhusker state {.American Guide Series) (N6w York{ 1947), 280; William J. Shallcross, The Romance of a Village (Bellevue} (Omaha, 1954); Letter of Mr. Marvin. F. Kivett, Director, Nebraska State Historical Society, to Charles w. Snell, dated May 6, 1966. 
!). REPORTS AND STUDIES C.Venlfon but reporl1 a11d alrtdlu, a1, NP.<; ll"dl, TIABS, tie.) 

1934). 
Historic American Bldg. Survey: Town Hall, {T· sheets and 1 photo, 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS· Photos No' 11. co"NDmoN 
ATTACHED: Yes o HO cbX Orig. blag, res tor 

12. PRESENT USE (J..fraeum,/arm, lie.) 
City Ball. 

15. Tlll.E 

Historian 

1
13. DATE OF VISIT 

Not visited 
; 16. DATE 

!MaY __ 23~_ -~966 
•ORY MOUNT Oft AN I X 10!-i SHEET Of l'AIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTll'Y BY VIEW AND NAMF. Of THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE LOCATION Of NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. . 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-311a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) . 

qc ! 6 



.· ... romi 10-11, 
1\dep,. 11167) - UNITED STATES -Ui::r>ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
l. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH .. BEFORE Tl4EME NO. XVII-b Commerce and Industry 

.,. SIT£ 
;aha City (Union) stockyards ' 1 •· APPROX. ACREAGE 

5. D.~c-. __ ..:A1-10N (Cbuntr. t0t0n1Alp, roadl, de. If dlJJleull tn /Ind. dda on 8uppl1m1111arr BAid) 
s ·.,ockyards are located at 36th and L Str_eets. 

... ~-.~ .t.ND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alao admlnutrator l/dl§erenl /tom OtDnerl 

DOuglis County, OiD8h8. '.fhe Uriion 
For location of various .plants see/ 

-----·- below: 

----·----·------• . , .-! POfiTANCC: .c.N O DESCRIPTION ( I>uerlbe btk/111 toAat moku lftt lmportanl and toAlll t1nialn1 a" utonl) 

Established in 1.884, the Union Stockyards played a vital role in 
., .. ~...:,1d _..naha a major meat packing center. From 1894 to date, _Omaha has been 
~hE: ;. •• ird largest packing center in the nation. l 

Omaha had had commercial stoceyards since 1867 and a number of sma.U. co· . .:::-.ercial packing houses since 1871, but the modern large-scale development ot 
the city's meat packing indufltey dates :from the establishmeµt of the Union Stock­
yr..::-d.:> Company by John A. M1.:Shane in 1884. Omaha's rapid rise was due to its 
Lc.:at~on in the center of t::i.e corn belt and its direct communication vith the 
. .:.::,•a·i:. grazing regions of t. .. <: West. The use or refrigerator cars to ship dressed 
·o·:" f.:.. .1ac also important in its success. 

The first large packer to establish a plant at Omaha vas George P. 
H&mlond of Detroit, who opened his plant near the Union stockyards on May 19, 1885. 
In 1887 the .Armour-Cudaey Company of Chicago, and ·in 1888, Swift and Company, ·both 
erected packing plants at Oma.ha. As a result of the rapid rise of the meat-pa~ldng 

~ndustry, Omaha's popul.a.tion increased from ao,ooo in 1888 to 120,000 by 1890. 
1After 1.890 Omaha was exceeded on:cy- by meat packing industries at Chic«go 

and Kansas City, Missouri-Kansas. 
2com_parat1ve figures on the cattle received at the three largest livestock 

markets in the United states from 1890-1920, ~e as follows: 
Chicago Kansas City Omaha 

1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 

3,484,ooo 
2,729,000 
3,053,000 
3,849,495 

1,472,000 
. 1,970,000 
.. 2,230,000 
~ 2,500,166 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (One but toum•; glN loealfon o/ manutcrlpt1 ond rtnr lllOrb) 

See page 2 • . 

-- ----------9. -.. c.-o;:.. TS ANO STUDIES (Mention but rtr>orl• nnd 1trtdlta, nt, N PS 1lrtd1. 11ABS, ete.) . 

Nont 

607,000 
828,000 

1,223,000 
l,602,799 

(Continued) 

~ ----·~--.....,..--,..,..,,..---::-:-;::----~~-----.--------------.-------~ 10 ".-.. :/Tc.GRAPHS• . CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (.Mrueum, /orm, fie.) 
_ _ _::~r~cHED : vESO NO Sites only stoc ds arid meat 

. ~-t.OF RECORD~sr1) 15. TITLE ! 16. DATE fi~/,,( ~£'. f Charles W .. Snell Historian --~-EJ_J_ __ 1-,266 
-.-,~v MOU"T OH All • x IO)i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDE"TIFY av VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE LOC>·;. ,. OF NECOATIVE. IF ATTAQIED. ENQ.OSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.· t 

(If ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-31la, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER). . I ; 
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srAri: Nebraska llAME(S) OF SITJ. . • · · 
u:mana City (Union) stocqards 

7. Continued. 

The Union stockyards, established in 1884, are still located at 
the original s:tte but the facilities are now all modern •. 

·· The Livestock Hnd Exchange Building, located at 29th and M streets, 
is an ll-story structure that was erected in 1926. 

The Cuda.by Packing Plant, located at 36th and 0 streets, was 
;;;rected by.st •. Thomas. Lipton of London in 1886. In 1887 the plant was 
purchased by the Armour-Cuda.by Company.. In 1890 Philip Armour Yithdrew 
from this firm and it then became the Cudahy Plan~. The plant includes some 
20 buildings which range from one to six stories in height and occupy a f'ive­
square-block area. Most of the buildings are built of brick, but the earliest 
one, which houses the offices, is a two-story frame structure. 

The Swift Packing Plant, located at 27th and Q streets, was com­
pleted in 1890. This plant covers approximate4' 8 square blocks and is com­
prised of' a collection of brick and stone buildings that are typical of.a 
large packing plant. · 

The Armour Plant, located at 29 and Q streets, was erected in 1898, 
when the Armour interests reentered the Omaha pac::king field. This plant 
occupies about 3.square blocks. 

8. Bibliographical References. 

Nebraska A Guide to the Cornhusker state (American Guide Series) · 
(Nev York, 1947), 83, 226-251; Alfred Sorenson,. The Story of Omaha (Omaha, 1923); 
Junes C. Olsen, History of' Nebraska (Lincoln, 1963),_209< 266; Rudolph A. Clemen, 
The American Livestock and Meat Industry (New York, 1923J, 153, .. 163, 165, J.,94-951 
204, 256-57, 455-57, 54'0. Letter of' Mr. ;t>aul D. Riley, Research Assistant, 
Nebraska state Historical Society, to. ChS'.l"les W. ~ell, ~ted Mq.191 1966. 
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a_ UNITED sTATES 
~PARTMENT OF .THE INTERI0'9 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

9 NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
~====-===========~===~~====================== 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 1. ST ATE 

:'lorth 18.kota XVII-b Commerce and Indust 
~. ,, ,,. .. ::,:>) OF SITE . . . 

1 

1 •· APPROX. ACREAGE 
De Mores Packing Plant Site (~teau de .Mores) 

~ . .;;..:,,.::T LOCATION (Cbuntv, towmhlp, roadl, de. If dl,Dlcult In find. •tttch on Supplemmtarr Shed) 

:e::t.lings County, on u. s. HiShwa,,y 10 and Int~state 94 at Medor~---·-----
6. NMl.E J..t- ~ ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alao admlnla~rator l/dlffmnr from otana) 

state of North De:kota, Administrated bY' 'state Histol'.,ical sOciety. 
i . I Mi'ORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Ducrlbe brleflv taAat makt1 lfle Important and tahol remoln1 art utanl) .. . 

The De Mores Packing Plant Site at Medora represents an ambitious 
and interesting, but, pr~ture ~ttempt to establish the meat packing industry 
:..:: .. North Dakota. · 

In J.882 the Marquis De Mores, a wealthy Frenchman, married Medora 
Hoffman, a New York heiress, and decided to go into the meat packing business 
:.n the West. He selected the Northern Pacific crossing of the Little Missouri 
River in North. Dakota as the site for his cattle enterprise. 

In 1883 he established the town of Medora, and there erected a 
:.:..":.:..~ge abattoir which was capable of handling 150 beeves a day. To pastl'Ure11he 
c.-..·~tle he purchased, he also acquired some 151 000 acres around Medora. Cold 
s·.;ora.ge facilities were erected at Helena, B11Ungs, Miles City, Medora, 
Bismarck, Fargo, Brainerd, niluth, Minneapolis, st. Paul, and Chicago. 
Fir.ally, at Medora he also erected a huge 26-room frame cbateau, staffed with 
]"',,.·.,;:.-ich servants, where the Marquis and his wife and their guests 11 ved while 
visiting the Badlands. 

" 

The French nobleman's dreams of becomin8 the meat packing king of 
'::,ne West, however, were short-lived. Located in the heart of the range country, 
'l'li..; cattle could only be marketed during a short period of time. Eastern 
consumers also preferred corn-f.ed to range-fed be~. Between J.883 and 1886 
the losses on packing operations totaled more than\ $300,000. ~ing the 
disastrous events ot J.886-1887, moreover, the open\ range cattle 1ndustey 
practically received its death blow. The De Mores \ Packing plant was closed I 
forever in 1887. ! 

i ·-
! 

8. BIBL~OGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (GfDe beat 1ourcu: glr!e location of manrucrlpl1 and rare tcor/uf 

· Chateau de Mores (leaflet issued by the state Historical Society ot 
··Jorth Dakota, Bismarck, 1965). . . ,. · 

9. RE?ox·;:,. .~ND STUDIES (,\lentlon but riport1and1!11dln, n1 , NPS 1t11d11, TIABS, tic.) 

:·:ione. 

' II. CONDITION IZ. PRESENT USE (J.Itueum, /arm, Ilk.) 

Only remains of c ey Historical. park 1
13. DATE OF VISIT 

. not .. vis:l. ted 
: 16. DATE . 

- 1~_17!_~966 

----·- - · - ·- - · 
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Thie sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
:.":!gule.r form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use 88 many 
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of the items. All information given should be he&Qed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . ' . : Page 2. 

No:..--th Dakota 
HAME(S) OF SITE ! ; 
De Mores; Packing Plant Site (~teau de Mores) 

7. Continued. 
I· 
I 
I 

I 

The large abattoir was destroyed by fire 1n 1907 and to~ only 
the huge chimney remains to mark its: site. 

The large cbateau, however, still stands. Equipped with many of 
the original furnishings and other personal effects of t~ Marquis, this 
·structure is administrated as a historic house exhibit by :the state Historical 
Society of North Dakota and is open to the public. 

'. 
i 
: .: 
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.-Orm 10-81T 

(Sept. 1067) e UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE Z. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE '"ARCH"' BEFORE THEME NO. South IB.kota XVII-b Commerce and Industry 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE , 14. APPROX. ACREAGE Morrell Packi1;.t Plant 
5. EXACT LOCATION (lbuntu. l0t0n1hlp, road4 , de. I/ dl61eull lo jlnd. 1tdeA on Ruppkmtntarp Siled) 

Minnehaha County, Weber Ave. and Rice Street, Sioux Falls. 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Allo·admlnl1lrator I/different from owner) 

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Ducrlb1 brlaJI'// toAal mdu 1111 Important and toAol remaln1 art a:tanl) 

The John Morrell and Coni:pany Packing :Plant at Sioux Falls is the largest and most important plant in South Dakota's chief industry-­
-~ . .c-"" t packing. 

Excepi; for gold mining, South Dakota. was not a highly developed .1ustrial statt prior to 1916. The first flour mill .was erected in · , ... uth Dakota in 1067 and at Sioux Falls in 1873; saw mills made their .::-p:pea.rance a few years earlier; these were small plants, however, that 
~e:"'Ved only the local market. Several small pork-packing plants were 
: . .:..sc in operation between 1872 and 1890. 

The rise of meat packing as South Dakota's chief industry dates ::!'on:. 1909, when John Morrell and Company began its operations at Sioux Falls. 
::!~~ · first building of its present plant, now the l.arges·c in the state, was 
~-:-ected in 1911. The daily capacity of its plant at that time was 600 hogs. 

----··- - -8. BIBLICGR-'.•·'MICAL REFERENCES (Gitt b<&t aourcu: gir< IO<"atio11 of manu1crlpl1 and rart woru) 

. Herbert S. Schell, South Dakota, its Beginnings and Growth 
· ~·~ev.-; York, _ 1942), 28lt-288; Rudolf A. Clemen, The American Livestock and ::_.:at Industry (New York, 1923), 553; South Dakota, A Guide to the State :. ·::ew York, 1952), 150-158. 

-- - -----------· 9. REPV-': -; ,.~; u STUDIES (Mention but rq>orta e11d • l.1tdiu, "' · NI'S lllldf, ITABS. <le.) 

12. PRESENT USE (l\./tueum,/E_rm, llc.) 
Meat Packing Plant 

i 13. OATE OF VISIT ! :Not visited 
115. TITLE . 

Historian 
-----==-----= i I&. ~y 26, 1966 

- --...L.·- ·------ ·-·-•ORY MOUNT OH AH I X 10~ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AHO NAME Of THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 



··~l0-81T . , \fiept. 1967) 
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A UNITED STATES • 
W>EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 

' ' 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

~-=====~====N=A=Tl=O=N=A=L=S9UR7V=EY===O~F~H=IS=TO~R=IC~Sl~TE=S=A~N~D~B~U~IL~Dl~N~G~S======== 
2. THEME(S). "lF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. I. STATE 

Wyoming XVII-b, Commerce and Industry 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE . 

Salt Creek Oil Field (Shannon Field) 
, , 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

5. EXACT LOCATION (Cbunlv, t0taiuhlp, roa.U, de . If dl.Dlcult In .find. ddcA on Supplementarr Siied) 

::utrona County, at Salt Creek on U. s. Highway 87, about 39 miles_~ort.p ot Casper. 
6. NAME Al\ c, ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Aho odmlnl1trotor If different from ownei:l 

i :id.west OU Company 
-7.-1-MP-O-RT-(-.i\CE ANO DESCRIPTION (Duerlbt brkflv what moktl 1ltt Important and toAol rcmofnt art utanl) 

Developed as Wyoming's first commercial oU field in 1890, the 
Salt Creek or Shannon Field went into large scale production in 1914-1917. 
Its output quickly elevated the Rocky Mountain petroleum. fields into the 
ranks of the important oil producing regions in the United states.l 

The Salt Creek Field was first prospected for oil in 1882. 
Drilling was again resumed near Casper in 1888 and in 1890, at the Salt 
Creek Field, the Pennsylvania 011 and Gas Compaey :finally' brought in a 
gusher at the depth of l,090 feet. This well yiel,.ded a good grade of 
lubricating oil which was sold at $10 a barrel. Between 1892 and 1896 
f'ive more producing. wells were drilled, but large scale development of the 
Salt Creek field was blocked by the high costs of ;transportation: 

1Figures from the u. s. Census records for 1919 illustratin8 the 
vital role p~ed by Wyoming in Rocky Mountain field oil production: 

State 
Colorado and 
~·!ew Mexico $ 

~.~ontana 
\!yoming 

Totals: $ 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN PErROLEUM FIELD 
Capital 

2,931,633 
B~r,061 

.65,620, 743 

69,379,443 

No. of Employees 

101 
1'8 

2,358 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES {Olot btal 101mu; girt location of manutcrlpl1 and rare woru) 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention but rtport1and1l.1tdlt1, a1, NP8 lfltdv, 11AB8, de;.) 

None. 

Value of Products 

$ 153,594 
258,046 

21,959,937 

$ 22,371,517 . 

(Continued) 

(Chicago, 
(American 

**Visited by Merrill J.Matte&. 

Snell 

12. PRESENT USE (Miutum, farm, .u.r -
Producing oil field 

15. TITLE 

Historian · 

1

13. DATE OF VISIT 

, Visj, ted** 
i 16. DATE .,. ... 

1 ~~~-1966 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN e X 10j.i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. ~ · • 

(If ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENT~RY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
I 

GIVE 

I qc J6 
- - - - -- ·- - - -- · ·· -~ - . t 
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(Sept. 19&7) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENT ARY SHEET 

-.ft.:6 sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more spa.ce for any item on the 
rt.~.c:.r form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
s~r-?lJ:.nent Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of ft.a it.;,ms. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Deacription and Importance (cont'd) • . • Page 2. 

STATi 

·Wyoming 
NA ME (S) OF SITE · 

Salt Creek 011· Field (Shannon Field) 

7. (continued. ) 
..... .. 

~he oil had to be hauled nearly 50 miles to Gasper in tanks mounted on 
horse-drawn wagons. i"he first small refinery was erected at Casper in 1895. 
3y 1903 the company's .holdings included 14 producing wells, t}?.e refinery, 
and 1051 000 acres of oil land in the Salt Creek field. 

. .. 
Large scaJ.e developments of the Salt Creek field took place between 

19:0 and 19121 when two rival companies drilled JIIB.DY' new wells, erected large 
refineries ~t Casper 1 and linked the wells with the refineries by means of · 
pipe lines. In 1913 the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad reached Gasper, 
thus further reducing the cost of trans~rtation to eastern markets. 

In February 1 1914 the two oil companies merged as the Midwest 
R..:..:?ining Company, with a capitalization of $201 0001 000. In 1914-.. the 
~tanda.rd Oil Company of Indiana. aJ.so erected a large refinery at Casper. 
By 1920 Midwest Ref'ining _Compaey's Casper refineries had a daily capacity 
0f 46,900 barrels; l,4oo men were employed at these plants, 200 more in 
the offices, and between 4 and 5 hundred men at the Salt Creek Oil Field. 

. I .. . . . 
In 19211 through an exchange of' stock, the standard OU CODI.PSllY 

acquired control of' the Midwest refineries, the Midwe~t Company, h~ever, 
continued to operate the. producing department at .. the Sal~ Creek Field. 

As a result of' the Sa.lt Creek Field boom, 1913-19171 the Rocky 
Mcuutain petroleum fields became an important producer of oil. The value 
of "tlyoming's oil output increased f':rom $18,929 in 1909 to $21,9591 937 by 
1919; her number of active wells also rose from 1 to 11 279, and the number 
of oil companies from 1 to 39. By 1919 the capi ta1 invested in Wyoming's 

~e two compailies, both' fo~ed in 19101 were the Franco-Wy~ming Oil 
0.Jmpany and the Midwest Oil Com.Paey'. Franco Wyoming acquired the holdings 
of the PeDnSyl~a Oil~ Gas COJZipaey1 .. ~ch ~d been inact1:_-ye--since 1907. 

; \ ~ ==================================================='==========================zmz 
. ! . .__._ __ _ 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more spa.ce for any item on the 
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6. :Jescription and Importance (cont'd) . . . Page 3. 

STATE 

Wyoming 
llAME(S) OF SITE : · 

Salt Creek Oil Field (Shannon ~eld) 

7o \Continued). 
. l 

crude petrole~ industry totaled $65,620~743 and this industry emploYed 
2, 358 men.3 As the result of success at SaJ.t Creek, other important Wyoming 
oil fields, such ~ Mu.ddy Field, Poison Spider, Iron4creek, and IDst Soldier1 
were also rapidly O.eveloped during this ~ame period. .. _ · . 

. : 

3.rhe comp~ative u. s. Census .figur~s ifor 19191 illustrating the 
relationship of Rocky )lountain output with that of other major U. s. oil 
fields 1 are as follows.: : 

I 

Fields Capital 
I , 

No. '. of Em,plgyees Value of Products 
Rocky Mountain $ 
Ca.lif'ornia 

69,379,443 
359,851,160 

2,507; 
14,317i 

$ ·- 22,371,5TI 
. 139,018,663 

Gu1f' Coast(l) 
Mid Cont1nent(2) 
Illinois and · ~ 

Indiana Fields 
Lima, Indiana 
Appalachian 

59,0')2,639 ! 
1,,296,260,821; 

! 

51,581,928 
14,308,973 

570,005,698 

4,327\ 
53, 795! 

I 

3,8zr\ 
2,464 

43,866 

27,942,728 
464,o45,161 

32,90'),441 
6,218,317 

239,244,4o5 

Total, u. s. $ 2,446,446, 795 i \ i 124,603 : $ 931, 793,423 . 
· 4The ettects of the Salt Creek 011;ioom on ~per's papulation were 

as foUOws: : ; / · . i l · 
1900 883·· : : ! 1920 1 11,447 
1910 2,639: ! ! 1922 ! 24,597 
1915 4,040 : /1927 27;309 

I I 
. ; j 

(1
2

) South Louisiana and Southwest! Texas. 
( ) Arkansas, Kansas, Northwest LPµisiana, Oklahana,, and North and 

~entral Texas. · - '. i · ' · 

- - · . ! . ; 

I I 

i 
! 
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I: 

I
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

l· {Continued) 
,., 

Present Condition of the Site 

Entering Salt creek from the south {by Way- of Casper), the 
,'f..c'.o:,:..t oil field comes suddenly into view, set_in a natural. ampbi.theatre 
~urrounded by massive outcrops of Shanno~ sand.stone. The bowl extends 
seven miles to the north and is four miles wide in an east-west direction. 
Minor hills and valleys extend over the field, but the general. effect from 
the high entering road is one of flatnes~. 

The oil derricks are sparsely spotted <JVer the great area 
and. are still producing. The oil village o£ salt Creek is located about 
in the center of the field. · : i 

I ; j : -~ 

' : ! l· i 
References. Al.fred J. Mokler, :History;of Natrona County, 

Wyoming, 1888-1922 (Chicago, 1923.), 242-*63; WyomiES, A Guide to its 
History, Higliwa.ys and People .(Ame1(1can G\fde Serie&} (N~ .York, -1956), 
92-94~176, 177, . 218-279. - . \ Li r -· .. · .. · (: 
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Form 10-Slf 
(8e)>t. 11157) 

e 
UNITED STATES 

eEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOe 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY Of· .HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 

.... 

=::=-·-~. ----======================================= i. '. . ~~ .... - 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XVII-b Commerce and Industry 
I I '· APPROX. ACRf:AGE 

. ~AME(S) OF SITE . . . 

Tar Springs {Popo Agie or Dallas Oil Field) 
,._ iXACT LOCATION (Olunt11. towmhlp, roa.U, dt. If dlAleult to find. dddi on Supplemmtarf Slled) 

r:·remont County, 10 miles southea.st of landers, U. s. Highway 287. ___ .. _____ _ 
6. NAME ANO ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alfo admlnlatrator I/different from OID~tr) 

Pure Oil Companies 
7. iMPORTANCE ANO DESCRIPTION (Dutrlbt brkf111 wAat matu rile Important and what remaln1 are tzlanl) 

This is the area 1n which oil.was first discovered in Wyoming. 

The first recorded discovery: of oil in Wyoming occurred in 1832, 
·:/t.-:~n Captain B.L.E. :Bonneville explored "Wyoming and reported that he had 
:.:.:.und the Great Tar Springs at the foot 01' a sand. bluff 1 a little to the 
dast of th~ Wind.River Mountains and near the Popo Agi~ River. The :first 
oil well in Wyoming vas drilled near Fort Bridgeftin _the later 1860s m d 
its crude product sold locally. 

In 1880 three test wells were drilled ih the great Tar Springs 
. . :...-ea, soutbeast of Landers and these produced small quantities of oil. 
Lack of a market and high costs of transpc)rtation, hOwever, prevented any 
further develOpment of the Popo Agie or'. Dallas 01+ Field until after the 
Wyoming oil boom of 1915-1922 had firstitaken plaCe .. at the Salt Jlll'e or 
Shannon Oil Field near Casper. i · - : · C.:tiC~ V. ' 

i 

' ' 

~-~-:-:---:-:-:---:-:::------:-:--~-~~~-:-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~ 

<l. ti!SUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give ~td 1ourcu: olce lotatlon of mantucrlpt1 and rare wort.) 

s and Pe le {.American 
Guide Series 1 92-931 31 -315; Washington Irving, Adventures 
of Ca tain Bonneville United _ States in the Roe Mountains and the Far 

Philadelphia, 1 7. 1 ·Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Nevada, Colorado, and 

fJ. RC:POR 

None 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS•Photos No •. II. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Muaeum,farm, etc.) 
· oil field I

. 13. DATE OF VISIT 

not visited ATIACHEO: YES 0 NO IXllC Only general site 
15. TITLE · '. 16. DATE 

. Historian --~-E-~__?-966 
• :>iW MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10).t SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW ~ND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF' PHOTOGRAPHER. 

._v.,.,i.OX .)r NEGATIVE. fF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. : -

,,; ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENT~RY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 

--- - ·- ---·- -· --. ,. ------· I -· --··--------- --

GIVE 

~ 
I: 




